
Oakland Tech Centennial Planning Meeting 

May 10, 2014 

Attendees:  Dan Williams, Harold Lowe, Tay McArthur, Mo Dill, Henrietta Clark Goldsby, Roshawn 
Osborne 

Start Time:  2:00 pm  

Recorder:  Dan 

Next Meeting:  Saturday May 24, 2014 at Library (hopefully).  Harold will contact Ms. Ross-Morrison to 
get approval and arrange for a room. 
 
Tasks / Events / Areas of Responsibility 
 

1. Tech logo status – Tay 
2. Database – Dan 
3. Gala – E’Moni 
4. Kickoff – Harold 
5. Hall of Fame – Tay & E’Monii to develop selection criteria and process 
6. Interviews / Video – 
7. Fundraising   

 
Hall of Fame Discussion (add this to volunteer list) 
Tay suggested renaming ‘Hall of Fame’ to include a better description of the selection criteria (ie., not 
simply ‘famous’ alumni, but others who have contributed greatly to community who are not necessarily 
famous. 
 
Harold re-capped our goals and timelines with HOF process, to include the first class as part of the 
Centennial celebration.  Tay and E’moni had volunteered to further discuss the selection criteria.  Tay 
and Moe will meet on Friday to discuss. 
 
HOF Committee would become an ‘offshoot’ of the Alumni Association after the celebration is over. 
 
Tay:  A way to keep the HOF effort moving forward annually is to select the year’s inductees in time to 
be included in that year’s yearbook. 
 
Timing:  we can announce the creation of the HOF and that the inaugural class will be announced in May 
’15, and include the selection criteria in the announcement. 
 
Size:  we want to have the first class be larger than subsequent classes (8-10?), but a large number (>15) 
would make it difficult/impossible to have the inductees speak at the HOF event.  Tay suggests 20-25, 
enabling us to include someone from all of the different categories (academia, arts, athletics, public 
service, entertainment, business, etc.), and representation from across all generations.  Harold:  25-50. 
 
Initial Ceremony:  HOF class induction will be part of Gala night, but we need to start planning very 
careful the schedule and agenda for the Gala to ensure that we don’t try to cram too much in.  We 



should consider a 2nd night if there is too much for one (eg., have HOF induction the night before the 
Gala in the Auditorium).  There should be a professionally produced video presenting the first HOF class, 
and we need to raise $ for that. 
 
Tech Kickoff Checklist 
Saturday September 6th – Kickoff Event at Oakland Tech 
Harold will focus on: 

• Communication Team – to Sponsors, to Community, and to Students. 
• Work Team – mostly ‘gophers’, but do not yet know what else.  Moe: ask the AD or coaches to 

get the student-athletes to help serve as gophers for event.  Seniors need ‘community outreach’ 
activities to pad their resumes & college applications 

• Sponsorship Team -  
Harold suggested to Karen Hester that we could get 5K to attend.  Communication with school must be 
clear and regular. 
 
Harold:  we want Sherwin Williams to come in and do some painting in August, and get PR through KICU 
and KTVU.  Harold goal:  get 100 sponsors to contribute something to kickoff.  Already have 
commitments from 20-25.  Need to differentiate between ‘Participants’ and ‘Sponsors’ (e.g., what they 
contribute, what they receive, etc).   Close street?  Food trucks?  Karen can do this. 
 
For communication team, for Kickoff: 

• Word of Mouth 
• Communication at Tech itself 
• Local Community 
• Alumni DB 
• Government – leverage our local govt to participate (Audrey Jones is  ‘all in’).  Promise of 

proclamations from Jody London, Barbara Lee, others.  Do some at Kickoff, some at Gala. 
• Media 

o Print 
o Blog 
o Social 
o News networks 

 
Sponsorship 
Different levels (gold, platinum, etc) of sponsorship to get different ‘benefits’ (tables at gala, wine 
tasting, golf). 
 
Volunteer Recruiting 
Create a volunteersport.org account for online volunteer  
Website volunteer signups 
Email to Alumni DB, Yahoo Group, Facebook, Website with list all of tasks and how to sign up to own 
them. 
 
Quickstart Fundraising 
Kickstart Fundraising 
 



Calendar 
5/15 – Rotary Club Meeting 
5/24 – Next Centennial Planning Meeting, 11am at Oakland Tech 
5/28 – Advisory Board Meeting 
  
Fundraising 
Harold summarized discussion with Oakland Schools foundation around online fundraising and event 
registration: 

1. “Bundling”  
2. Restricted funds 
3. What is OSF’s cut? 
4. Pay by installments? 

Dan to provide text to Benj requesting donations to a general fund and describing the types of things 
that $ donated to general fund would be used for, and goals for these areas (how much we need for 
which activities, causes, etc).   Also, include that in the future we will provide the ability to donate to 
specific restricted funds, purchase tickets, either individually or bundled/discounted.   

Immediate Fundraising Goals:   

Karen Hester:  $10-$15 for Kickoff Event (Hopefully Karen will be funded thru sponsorships?) 


