
On Sept. 26, over 500 students 
and teachers from middle schools,
high schools, and colleges in the 
Bay Area attended the Dream Act 
Rally in Sacramento. 

Showing their support for equal 
education rights, students and 
teachers marched from their buses
to the steps of the State Capitol—

their backs and sombreros—while
a crowd leader shouted, “What do 
we want?” The crowd responded: 
“We want to go to school!” The 
crowd was loud and cheering for 
the change that could happen.

Unfortunately, Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger vetoed the bill. 

According to the National Im-
migration Law Center website, the
Dream Act would allow undocu-
mented students who graduate from

opportunity to go to college. 
The Dream Act would have 

changed the future of California for 
immigrant students. 

“If it was passed, it could have 
directly helped all immigrant stu-
dents we have in this school and 
many others,” said Kenna Stormo 
Gipson, one of Oakland Tech’s 
physiology teachers. “We could 
have sent a message that we have a 
purpose of school and to not leave 

anybody out.” 
Regardless of the Dream Act not 

being passed, proponents will con-

time. We can keep trying,” Stormo
Gipson said.

Miguel Montiel was one of many 
Oakland Tech students who at-
tended the rally. “My parents were 
immigrants and I feel it’s my duty 
to support immigrant rights in this
country,” Montiel said. 

Although the Dream Act was not 
passed, participants got to experi-
ence a day that will go into history.

“It wasn’t violent and it showed 
how a group of people can come to-
gether and stand up for what they 
believe in,” Stormo Gipson stated. 

Have you seen the new marquee in front of Oak-
land Tech? The teachers and Principal Sheilagh Andu-
jar have been trying to get one for at least four years.

-
cording to her, the total for purchase and installation
was about $25,000.

Andujar hopes the new marquee will improve
communications at the school. It is double sided and
right on Broadway so that people driving both ways
can see the new piece. It stands on two columns and
has an electronic board, which is going to cycle mes-

sages regularly.
Culinary Arts and Leadership teacher Karen Jones

expressed that the new marquee is “marvelous” be-
cause Oakland Tech was one of the only high schools
to not have one. She and Andujar both said that it
could be used for alumni announcements as well as
everyday school announcements.

The old marquee is still outside by room 101 and
has a yellow face with places to slide letters and was
used for “a very long time,” Andujar said.

For the last five years, Oakland Tech has been
without a usable marquee. The old one became
unusable when the letters started to break due to
weathering.

When young Americans line up 

it is unclear whose name they will 
check on their ballots. But some say
young people are more likely to fa-
vor Sen. Barack Obama over Sen.
John McCain.

More adolescents are showing in-
terest in the 2008 election than ever 
before. In an interview with Youth 
Vote ’08, CBS’s Bob Schieffer men-
tioned that the youth vote may be the 
key demographic this time around.

Sam Dorman, managing director 
of The League of Young Voters, a 
group that promotes youth participa-
tion in elections, believes that young 
voters are much more perceptive 
about this election.

“Young people understand the 
importance of (the) issues—green 
jobs, juvenile justice, and college 
affordability—sometimes better than 
adults,” Dorman said.

Both the Democratic and Repub-
lican parties are trying to reach out to 

-
erence. It seems, however, the Demo-
cratic Party is doing a much better job 
at snatching up votes.

Fox News polls have shown that 
55 percent of voters between the ages 

only 31 percent favor John McCain.
Alexis Rocha, an 18-year-old 

senior at Oakland Technical High 
School, has just recently registered 

to vote.
“My friends encouraged me to 

register,” Rocha said. “I told them
that it wasn’t a big deal, but then I 
realized that I had a chance to make 
a difference. Now I’m following the 
news articles and debates carefully 
and will be sure to give it a lot of 
thought when I’m at the polls.”

Eleventh grader McKayla Brekke 
said the issue she pays most attention 
to in the presidential campaign is the 
Iraq War.

“McCain is scary and we don’t 
need another person like Bush,” 
Brekke said. “He’s ruined the country 
enough already.”

Monica Guerra, a high school 
student intern for The League wwho 
has also volunteered for the Obama 
campaign, believes there is an over-
whelming amount of youth that will 
vote for Obama.  

As youth support for Obama in-
creases, people speculate about what 
may be contributing to McCain’s fail-
ure to excite young voters.

Some young adults say that it is 
hard for them to connect with Mc-
Cain because he does not understand 
major parts of youth culture, such as 
the Internet, which Obama’s cam-
paign has used to its advantage.

Viral videos like the hugely popular 
YouTube clip of “Obama Girl” contrib-
ute to young Democratic support.

As Election Day draws closer, one 

it is safe to say the youth vote will 
play a huge role in the 2008 election.
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Students rally at the State Capitol in Sacramento to support the Dream Act legislation on Sept. 26.

A new marquee is installed outside Oakland Tech on Oct 16.

Overwhelming 
youth support
for Obama

New marquee built after 4 years
At this point in the season, Tech’s varsity football 

came against Balboa High School of San Francisco.
Last week, Tech played their opening OAL

and Homecoming game against Castlemont High
School. Unfortunately for the Bulldogs, they were 

Tech had trouble moving the ball and was over-
powered by Castlemont’s offense. At the half, the 
score was 27-0. Castlemont came out ready to play, 

and then sacking the punter. They then scored by
running four straight running plays, eventually get-
ting in the end zone.

“Wait until next week,” said Tech senior defensive 

lineman Stephan Ortiz. “We can rebound from this.” 
Tech is looking toward the future and hoping to

recover from that loss and win the home game this
upcoming Friday against Oakland High School.

“We are still learning. We are young and will im-
prove,” Ortiz said. 

Although this Bulldogs team is young, they have
shown a lot of promise on the offensive and defen-
sive side of the ball. So far this season, Tech’s de-
fense has been toughest, while their offense is still 
progressing. Tech is looking to improve from last
season’s late playoff loss to McClymonds and go to 

-
selves in a bad position with the loss to Castlemont
in the opener; they were just blown away by Cast-
lemont’s physicality and speed.

Tech is going to need a lot of luck to come back 
from this bad start but if they can rebound from the
opening loss, they will be able to prove how tough 
they are and possibly contend for an OAL title.
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Can Tech win another title?

SAILI WILLIS / SCRIBE
Oakland Tech’s Bulldogs are off to a good start this season, attempting to recreate their TransBay victory of last year, 
but with an even younger team.

Can Oakland Tech’s boy’s soccer team de-
fend their Oakland Athletic League (OAL) and 
TransBay titles? The answer is, “Heck yeah!”

“Dude, we scrape all of ya!” said Cody Nice, 
the captain and goalie of Tech’s varsity soccer
team, referring to the school’s rivals. At press time,
Tech’s current OAL season record was 1-1-1.

-
er OAL teams and defend the titles they won 
last year.

Last year, Oakland Tech swept Mission High 

won a TransBay title. Carlos Bover Macho was 
the varsity coach for Tech last year. Their sea-
son went well under his leadership. However, 

Macho resigned from his position this year and 
is now a coach for International High School in 
San Francisco

To assist the team this year, Tech has hired 
-

ness coach and Felipe Parker as tactics coach.
Also this season, several players are suffer-

ing from injuries. Nice hurt his neck and Jon 
Rogers, a junior defense, has an ankle injury but 
both seemed to be having a good recovery so 
far and are expected to play the entire season. A
few others are treating minor injuries.

Though Oakland Tech’s soccer team is 
facing many obstacles, the team found two
new players who it can rely on. So far, Ben
D.L and Noah Gains, who are both freshmen, 
have shown a lot of potential in practices and 
games.

“The guys are not as good as last year yet. 
There are a lot of young potential players, but 
they just need to work hard,” said Le’Andre 
Boddie, a former Tech soccer player who grad-

uated last year and currently volunteers as an 
assistant coach.

Last year, the Tech team won most of the
games throughout the preseason and OAL sea-
son. However, in this preseason, Tech only won 
one out of four games. Some players think that 
the cause might be a lack of communication.

“But it will be okay,” said Jan McGhee, a 
senior. “We are getting to know each other bet-
ter during the practices.”

Despite having a bad preseason, the Bull-
dogs beat Oakland High 3-2 in an away game 

-
ond game was held at Oakland Tech against 
Fremont High School. The game went well, but 
they tied the game 0-0. During an away game at 
Skyline High School, Tech lost 2-0.

Although it was an unexpected lost, Tech 
players are practicing hard. “We just have 
to win the rest of our games to compete for
an OAL title,” said sophomore forward Jake 
Southworth. 
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Soccer team hopes to repeat 
last year’s TransBay victory

Although the cross country season has just 
started, Oakland Tech’s cross country team has 
been going wild in practices since August.

Practices are held at the Oakland Tech foot-

them run a mile and half around the track as a 
warm up and then do a massive amount of ex-
ercises, which includes 100-meter sprints, bi-
cycling, push ups and another mile around the 
track for a cool down.

“This is still a relaxing day,” Connor Wil-
liams, a junior at Oakland Tech, said. “You will 
die both inside and outside on a hard day.” 

in California because of Oakland’s steep slopes. 
Runners have to run an excruciating three miles 
up and down at Joaquin Miller Park.

The team anticipates a good year. There are 
four runners that are expected to have a superb 
season: Jacobo McGuire, Erick Friely, Connor 
Williams and Ryan Potter. They are leading a 
team that the coach and the other runners expect 
will be the pillar of the OAL. 

rival this season,” said McGuire, a senior who 
has been running track since his freshman year. 
“But we gonna dominate the season because we 
have great young runners.” 

During the pre-season of 2008, Tech’s cross 
country junior varsity team showed a lot more 
potential than what they expected. The JV team 
won the cross country meet, which was held in 
Hayward on Sept. 20, where more than 50 teams 
from all over the Bay Area were gathered. How-
ever, varsity could not compete for not having 
enough upperclassmen runners. 

“So we gonna have a young team,” McGuire 
said, “The team is having a great time. I think 
we will beat Oakland High.”

Tech Cross
Country 
prepares 
for strong 
season
By HIROYUKI ITO
STAFF WRITER

Bulldogs hope to bounce back
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loss in their homecoming game on Oct. 18.

Tech loses 40-0 at homecoming



The movie W. was about as exciting as one of President 
-

ceeded in making the movie more like a biography than a 
Saturday Night Live skit. However, it came out as a mix 

feeling sorry for Bush more than hating him. As a drunken 
college frat boy, Bush, played by Josh Brolin (No Coun-
try For Old Men), is a character whose sole purpose is to 
stay out of his father’s shadow, which is a recurring theme 
throughout the movie. In addition to some of the worst 
acting I’ve seen in a long time, I felt like W.’s complete 
mockery of important Bush mistakes excused the greatest 
tragedy of our century. The biggest lesson in W. is every-
one makes mistakes. This movie is one of them.
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and Improvement of Journalism

Faculty
Adviser Jim Coplan

The Scribe Staff

Following a lapse of some six 
years, Oakland Tech’s student news-
paper, The Scribe, is launching a 
comeback in the 2008-09 school 
year, thanks to a helping hand from 
the Center for Integration and Im-
provement of Journalism at San Fran-
cisco State University and The Globe 
Newspapers, a weekly East Bay pub-
lication.

Initial plans call for publication of 
-

ing the school year, according to an 
agreement between Tech and CIIJ 
developed at the start of the aca-
demic year. An online edition is also 
planned.

The Scribe staff meets Tuesdays 
and Thursdays after school in Room 

-
mine writing and photo assignments, 
and layout copy for coming issues. A
team from CIIJ, led by High School 
Program Coordinator Zoneil Maha-
raj, has been working with the stu-
dents on the project, serving as writ-
ing, photography and layout coaches. 

The Scribe history dates back 
more than 90 years, from the earli-
est days of Oakland Tech, which was 

look back at Tech history, although 
the primary focus will remain on cur-
rent students and events.

The Scribe was a victim of budget 
problems facing the school district 
earlier this decade, along with student 

newspapers at all of Oakland’s high 
schools. For this newest effort, Oak-
land Tech is receiving printing assis-
tance from The Globe, and has also 
received support through the school’s 
after-school program, a maxi-grant 
from the Tech PTSA, and donations 
of equipment from CIIJ. Each year, 
CIIJ adopts a school to assist, with 
Tech selected for this year.

Students wishing to join The 
Scribe staff are invited to attend 
working meetings of the Journalism 

– Jim Coplan, Faculty Adviser

Sometimes when your stomach is 
growling and it’s time for lunch, you 
know the pizza and donuts across the 
street just won’t cut it. 

Bakesale Betty, a local bakery on 
the corner of Telegraph and 51st, can 

belly with great food.
Bakesale Betty is perfect for Oak-

land Tech’s community. They are close
to campus and hire at ages 15 and up, 
which makes them a great place for 
Tech students to make money and have 
fun doing it. 

of people out the door waiting to get 

her famous fried chicken sandwiches. 
My personal favorite would be the 
lemon bars. Sadly, they only sell them 
on Saturdays.

Bakesale Betty is owned by Alison 
“Betty” Barakat, who is usually in the 
kitchen wearing her blue wig.

“I have always wanted to cook and 
bake, wearing the wig is just a bonus,”
Barakat said.

Barakat moved to the United States 
six years ago. She started off selling her 
cookies and brownies in farmers mar-
kets around the Bay Area. After devel-
oping her recipes, Barakat decided to 
start her own bakery. 

Whether it be for a job or just a de-
licious mid-afternoon snack, Bakesale 
Betty is the place to go.

�e Scribe returns

By CHLOE PEAK
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Dishing the dough 
on Bakesale Betty

W. is for wack

SIDNEY RAY 
BALDWIN / 

LIONSGATE FILMS

CALLAN PORTER-ROMERO / SCRIBE

Workers at  Bakesale Betty, a bakery located on Telegraph 
Ave, prepare baked goods at a low price on Thursday, Oct 2.

These days a Martin Luther King 
Jr. National Holiday is a normal thing 
to see on most calendars in the coun-
try. 

Before 1981, however, it was a dif-
ferent story. The few attempts to make 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day a nation-

again. One failed congressional bill 
to create the holiday sparked a dis-
cussion in Tay McArther’s morning 
government class at Oakland Tech in 
1977. 

The students wondered if they 
could make a Dr. King state holiday 
in California. McArther encouraged 
the class discussion, and invited any-
one who was still interested to meet 
in his classroom at lunch. 

gathered into Mr. McArther’s class-
room.

“(They were) all buzzing with 
ideas about how they could possi-
bly make a state holiday,” McArther 
said.

When the interest dwindled to 

about two dozen students, they 
named themselves the Apollos after 
the NASA mission, whose motto was, 
“We who reach for the stars.”

McArther told them it would take 
local support from lawmakers, a huge 
letter-writing campaign, lobbying 
trips to Sacramento and the gover-
nor’s signature. 

Fruitvale Elementary School site 
supervisor Karen Freeman was one of 
the freshmen that day in McArther’s 
classroom.

“Initially we were excited and ea-
ger,” Freeman said. “We saw what we 
were up against. It wasn’t long before 
we began to wonder if it was impos-

rights.”
When the student’s bill got an en-

dorsement from the California Teach-
ers Association, legislative support 
started to pile up, McArther said.

One legislator from Tustin, Calif., 
however, opposed the bill vehement-
ly. He passed out his own pamphlets 
that called Martin Luther King, Jr. 
everything from a communist to a 
homosexual.

Some of the students were in tears 

after reading the mudslinging, Free-
man said.

“That alone was a lesson in what 
they were up against,” McArther said. 
“It wasn’t a show anymore.”

The students fought on in spite of 
their opposition, and were bused to 
Sacramento to meet with the legisla-
tors themselves. All who gave their 
support were named honorary Apol-
los and had a picture taken with the 
group. These pictures were used to 
help remember who they had con-
vinced. 

“We weren’t going to let them 
off the hook once we had them,” 
McArther said.

At the time, eleven states already 
honored King’s birthday. On Septem-
ber 22, 1981, the Apollos gathered 
the eighty votes their bill needed, 
four years after they started their 
campaign, and the bill was signed 
into law. The original Apollo class 
graduated from Oakland Tech three 
months earlier. 

In 1986, Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day became a federal holiday, and the 
Apollos received awards in Washing-
ton, D.C. for their civil rights work.

By DEIRDRE COLLINS
STAFF WRITER

Tech students key in making
MLK Day a state holiday
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Lately, it seems that people keep 
talking about “going green”. From 
scary videos of ice-caps melting to 
someone wearing a shirt that reads 
“Green is the new Black,” it seems as 
if everyone has the environment on 
their mind. 

And so does Oakland Technical 
High School.

The school is not very green, yet. 
At the moment, Tech has a few recy-
cling bins in some of its classrooms. 
Most people, however, say this is not 
enough. 

Deirdre Snyder, a Spanish teacher 
at Tech, has plans to use grants from 
parent groups to make Tech more en-
vironmentally friendly. 

“We wish to make this school a 
model for the green community,” 
Snyder said.

Getting organic gardens planted, 
promoting more recycling on cam-
pus, establishing compost bins, and 
possibly converting the auditorium to 
run completely from solar power—
those are some of the things Snyder 
would like to do.

Students are also concerned with 
the school’s environmental con-
sciousness. Cara Devereux, a ninth 
grader at Tech, thinks the environ-
ment is important for more than just 
her generation. 

billion years and we should try for 

Luke Bowyer, a tenth grader at 
Tech, thinks students can help the en-
vironment by creating less trash and 
by not supporting businesses that cre-
ate excess trash. 

“Everything they serve at Lee’s 
Donuts is triple packaged in Styro-
foam, which takes 10,000 years to de-
compose,” Bowyer said, describing a 
local business near Oakland Tech.

Park Day School, Oakland Tech’s 

Green Business by Alameda County, 
according to its web site. 

cut their waste in half with compost 
bins, which are used for everything 
from banana peels to salami. Re-
cycling bins are used all over the 
school, along with water conserva-
tion methods and an energy conser-
vation program. 

“We had to have all the proper re-
cycling receptacles in place. We had 
to educate people on what is com-
postable (and) recyclable, and we had 
to remind people to turn lights off,” 
said Flow Hodes, assistant director of 
Park Day. “It was a long process.”

Students interested in gardening 

Those interested in the recycling and 
compost program should contact Ms. 
Jones in room 132.

Oakland Tech wishes to go green
By REGINA NAPOLITANO
STAFF WRITER

An Oakland Tech student tries to sway the swing vote in Nevada

New graffiti club gives students a creative outlet
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My mom and I arrived in Nevada late at 
night. As we came over the ridge of the moun-
tains, Reno was sprawled out before us, every 
bit as loud and garish as I had expected. The 
warehouse that headquartered the volunteers of 
the Obama Campaign for Change was located 
almost across the street from the Sands casino 
and seemed small in the shadow of the huge, 
brightly lit building. 

Drive for Change, a subprogram of the 
Obama Campaign for Change, allows vol-
unteers from California to go to Nevada and 
volunteer for almost no cost. As the campaign 
draws to a close, the candidates are focusing 
more and more on swing states (states that could 
vote either way in the election) like Nevada and 
Ohio, and less on safe states like California and 
Massachusetts. Since the presidential election 
is very important to both of us, my mom and I 
decided to go. 

We assembled the next morning at the ware-
house and were given the basic information 
(where to go, what to say, how to pronounce 
Nevada), and learned about how hard canvass-
ing—talking to and persuading voters—could 
be, but how we were doing the greatest service 
possible to the campaign. The organizers told us 
that canvassing was like panning for gold and 
that at times it could feel very unproductive; the 
truth is that talking to people face-to-face is the 
most effective way to get your point across, and 

to, you sway one voter. That may not seem like 
a lot but in a swing county in a swing state, ev-
ery vote counts.  

I was really nervous about talking to people 
and being able to present a clear, articulate and 
persuasive point of view. I was worried that 
people would think that I didn’t know what I 
was talking about, considering I can’t even vote 

support Obama, because in the Bay Area, it’s a 
given in most peoples lives. I had never really 

stopped to think why Obama grabbed my atten-
-

ic Convention. But then I remembered the or-
ganizer’s instructions: to speak from our hearts. 
Although it seemed incredibly cheesy to me at 
the time, it really helped.

-
down trailer parks, shabby motels, and tiny, 
cramped apartments. It was obvious that
these people had had such hard lives, and I
assumed that they would be fed up with gov-
ernment, disconnected, and apathetic towards 
our cause but, to my surprise, there were quite
a few supporters. We helped a woman who
was an ex-felon re-register to vote and talked 
to many people who told us they genuinely
believed that government could change for
the better. I was touched that after years of
their plights being ignored, their taxes being 
raised when they can’t even afford the cost of 
living, and their hopes of making a better life
for their children and families being crushed, 
they could still believe in the government and 

the American dream. 
We talked to so many different kinds of peo-

ple. One of the most memorable was an older 

that she had been through she still had faith in 
the government. There was a young, partially 
blind gunsmith living in a cramped apartment 
with his family, who was worried about sup-
porting his wife and nine month old baby on 
close to minimum wage. We spoke with an el-
derly man who didn’t know his address, where 
he was, or even what day it was, but he knew 
he wanted to vote, and he knew he wanted to 
support Obama.  

Overall this was an amazing, rewarding ex-
perience. Among the many people who ignored 
us or didn’t want to talk, we swayed some un-
decided voters, reminded supporters to vote,
got out the word about early voting in Nevada, 
and recruited some volunteers. Not only did I 

do it again. 

the writing in the halls one normally expects. 

Several small hand painted canvases decorate
the walls of Student Intervention Coach Joshua 

designs, detailed with bold colors and compli-
cated strokes. Fuchs is the sponsor of a new after 

is a motivational tool for students who want to 
be creative. 

“There are a lot of students at Tech who are

way to do art and get more involved in school,” 
he said. Those who join the club must maintain a
certain G.P.A, which will be determined at a later 
date, to stay in the club. 

Alba-Trujillo, a tenth grader who loves to express 

sixth grade because he can create artistic pieces 

and is very happy to have a club where he can 
use his imagination without restraint. Alba said
this creative outlet has helped him concentrate 
more in his classes.

“I want other students to learn how to express 
themselves, too,” he said.

Alba has been working mostly on tags, but 
there are future plans of a mural. This mural 
would be for Dia de Los Muertos, or Day of 
the Dead. The Mural will be large and painted 
on a canvas. Alba would like to have names of 
family, friends, students at Tech, and others on 

the mural in honor of their memory. Both Fuchs 
and Alba would like to have a poem accompany 
the mural to honor the memories of those who 
have passed. Fuchs says he hopes this project 

more students will join to help with the project 
and to have an opportunity to show their artistic 
talents and passions. 

Currently, the club does not have a designated 

Alba’s work, Fuchs’ name in various styles, is 

By HOPE SCHWARTZ
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By JENNA POLLACK
STAFF WRITER




