
Congressman Ron Dellums with Tech Close-Up 
students in nation’s capital in late 1990s. 
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From The Top Dog 
Principal Sheilagh Andujar 

 
Dear Oakland Tech Students, Staff and Families, 
 
     Happy New Year!  Students and staff have returned 
from the winter break refreshed and ready to wrap up the 
1st semester which ends January 20th.  As we begin the 
second semester, I am asking that we join together to 
focus on supporting our students’ academic achievement 
and emotional and social well-being.  Let me highlight a 
few of the important activities that take place during the 
second half of the year: 
 
     Many of our students have been preparing to take the 
California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE). 
Beginning with the Class of 2006, seniors need to pass 
this exam in order to participate in the graduation 
ceremony and receive a high school diploma. So far, 
seniors have had four opportunities to take and pass the 
English/Language Arts and Math exam.  They will have 
two more opportunities; February 7th & 8th and March 
21 & 22.  At this time we have approximately 85% of 
our seniors who have passed the exam.  
 
    Sophomores will take the test for the first time on 
February 7 & 8. The exam generally covers curriculum at 
the 8, 9 and 10th grade levels. In addition to reviewing 
material during class time, students can attend after 
school tutoring sessions Monday-Thursday. For more 
information on the CAHSEE, you can call your child’s 
counselor or go to the California Dept. of Education 
website: (www.cde.ca.gov/statetests/cahsee/cahsee.html). 
Students need staff and families working together to 
support them as they meet this challenge. 
    
     On March 6th & 7th, Oakland Tech will be visited by 
WASC.  During the two day visit, team members will  be 
assessing  our  progress  toward  meeting  our  
                                                              continued on page 3 
 
 

 

Dellums to visit alma mater 
 

     It’s been many years since former Congressman Ron 
Dellums walked the halls of his alma mater - Oakland 
Technical High School.  But after walking the halls of 
Congress for 27 years, he will return to Tech on Tuesday, 
February 14th and speak to government students. 
 

     The legendary Congressman accepted an invitation to 
speak from his former high school and help prepare 
students for their journey to Washington, D.C. next 
week to participate in the Close-Up Program. Dellums 
will discuss his experiences in Congress, giving students a 
first-hand glimpse of the inner workings of the United 
States government they have been learning about in the 
classroom. 
 

     Ninety-four Tech students will participate in the 
nationally-renowned Close-Up Program which provides 
students with a face-to-face experience of their 
government in action.  Students will meet their repre-
sentatives, listen to discussions in various committees, the 
House of Representatives and the U.S. Senate, and 
debate current issues with students from across the 
country.  
 

     Maryann Wolfe, Tech government instructor, stated, 
“our students will benefit greatly from hearing Mr. 
Dellums and his perspectives as they prepare for their trip 
to the nation’s capitol.”  Tech senior Fhatima Paulino, 
who attended the Close-Up Program last year, said there 
is another benefit in attending the program as well. 
“Oakland sometimes does not have a good reputation but 
when other students from around the  
                                                                           continued on page 5 
 

Silent Auction Is Coming! 
 

     Save the date! Once again, the Oakland Tech 
PTSA is hosting its annual fundraising auction on 
February 27th at 6 p.m. to benefit the mini-grant 
program. This is our largest fundraising event of the 
year and last year's event was the most successful yet, 
raising over $12,000 to benefit our students! The 
mini grant program provides teachers, staff, coaches, 
students and school site organizations with  funding 
for  school  activities,  classroom   supplies  and 
extracurricular  events 

                                                                   continued on page 5 
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the 4th Monday of each month at 7 p.m. 



” 

                    Sherie Streiff 

         Counselor’s Corner 
     Seniors who have not met with their counselor this 
semester should definitely make an appointment to see their 
counselor immediately.  It is absolutely necessary to check on 
your graduation status and any other details of your senior 
year.  Now is also a good time for underclassmen to meet with 
their counselor and go over their four-year plan. We have 
many resources available for you to research a career or 
college.  Simply stop by our office at lunch or make an 
appointment. 
 
     The federal student financial aid application (FAFSA) 
forms are available in the Counseling office. Filing period is 
Jan. 2nd through  March 2nd,  2006.  Any   senior  who  is 
going on to post-secondary education should apply for              
                                                                      continued on page 3 
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action plan.  Staff, students and parents will be asked to give 
their feedback to the visiting committee. Our goal is to receive 
a 3-year accreditation.  More information will be made 
available in the coming weeks. In the meantime, contact 
Richard Fairly, our WASC chair, with questions.  
 
     Improving attendance is an essential goal for us at Tech. We 
need your assistance with ensuring that your child attends and 
is on time to all classes every day. Our average daily attendance 
(ADA) is 96% but our average weekly attendance is 85%.  The 
lower weekly attendance tells us that students might be coming 
to school but not attending all six classes. This trend has a 
negative effect on student achievement and school culture. 
When your child must be absent for the entire day please send 
a note and call the attendance office to let us know the reason 
for the absence.  If your child has an appointment during the 
day, please send a note to excuse him/her for that time.  A 
student leaving school without a pass from the office results in 
an unexcused absence and he/she could be picked up by the 
Oakland police for truancy.  If your child must be out for a 
long period of time, please call the attendance office and your 
child’s counselor to arrange for class work to be sent home. 
 

      Improving our communication with staff, students, families 
and the Tech community is another goal. Tech is a busy place 
and we know that providing timely information is so critical to 
student success. Now, there is a separate weekly bulletin 
designed  just  for students. The  weekly  bulletin  is posted in 
the main hallway, in classrooms and on the Tech website 
(www.OaklandTech.com and on the PTSA yahoo group). 
Also, our student newspaper, the Tech Scribe, is posted on-line 
at http://www.myhighschooljournalism.org then click on 
California then Tech Scribe. Additionally, on the OUSD 
website (www.ousd.k12.ca.us) there is now a student link 
where one can find the Student Success Guide, and 
information on CAHSEE, SAT Prep classes, homework 
assistance, health, athletics and  jobs/internships.  
 

     Lastly, we mail many important pieces of information home 
using the address provided to us at registration. If you have 
changed your address during the school year, please notify 
the attendance office right away. I welcome your feedback 
on how we are doing to improve communication at Tech. 
Please give me a call at 879-3050 or email me at 
sheilagh.andujar@ousd.k12.ca.us. 
                                                                                                         

Tech Trivia:  The answer is Jim Pollard  who starred for Tech in 
1938 thru 1940.  He went on to Stanford where he was an All-
American and then played for the Minneapolis Lakers and won 
five NBA championships. 

  
      
 
            Several Tech athletes were named to All - O.A.L. teams 
for the Fall sports season. They are as follows: 

 
Football: 1st Team Offense - Vernard Scott (wide receiver); 2nd 
Team Offense - Darius Chappill (lineman), Anthony McCrady 
(quarterback), Koleon Prescott (wide receiver).  
1st Team Defense -  Terrance Burn (lineman), Charles Gatlin 
(linebacker), Kaddo Julian (defensive back).  2nd Team Defense 
– Jamelle Banks (defensive back). 

 
Soccer:   1st Team – Axel Sealund; 2nd Team – Zack Keller and 
Nick Wolf; Honorable Mention -  Jose Cortez, Le Andre Bodie, 
and Margarito Yanez. 

 
Cross-Country: Kara Anderson 

 
     Tech will honor former basketball star athletes this season. 
Former Tech 2005 All-American performers Alexis Gray-
Lawson and Devanei Hampton, who are currently starring at 
U.C. Berkeley, will have their jersies retired, as will two-time 
high school All-American (2002 & 2003) Leon Powe, who is 
also starring at Cal, and Jim Pollard who played for Tech 
between 1938 and 1940 and is a member of the Basketball Hall 
of Fame. The celebration will take place in March on a date to 
be announced. 

 
     The Christmas tree fundraiser sponsored by the Tech 
baseball team raised $1,500.  For a first year fundraiser, it was 
successful but hopefully next year, many more staff and parents 
will purchase a tree.  By the way, Bulldog Bytes received several 
comments that the trees were beautiful. 

 
     The Sports Booster Club hung three new banners in the 
gym commemorating Tech’s Silver Bowl football 
championship  in  2004,  one of  the Tech  girl’s  basketball  
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Sports Booster Club 



again,  and  a  neutralizer  applied  and allowed  to  dry, 
before a water-based primer is applied. The plan is to 
accomplish this during the spring break when school is not 
in session.  

                     Counselor’s Corner   

                                . . . .  continued from page 2 
 
FAFSA and take the SAT test. Seniors should also fill out and 
send their GPA verification form.  
 
      SAT test dates for 2006: 1/28/06-regular and late 
registration deadlines already passed. 4/1/06-regular deadline is 
2/24/06 & late deadline is 3/8/06 (costs extra $$).  5/6/06-
regular deadline is 4/3/06 and late deadline is 4/12/06. Final 
test is 6/3/06-regular deadline is 4/28/06 & late deadline is 
5/10/06.  ACT test dates for 2006:  2/11/06-late deadline is 
1/20/06. 4/8/06-regular deadline is 3/3/06 and the late deadline 
is 3/17/06. Final test is 6/10/06- regular  deadline is 5/5/06 and 
late deadline is 5/19/06.  
 
     *Paper applications are available. However, on-line 
registration is the preferred method. Counselors have fee-
waivers for students who meet the family income eligibility. 
 
     There will be a spring SAT prep class starting in February 
with specific dates and times to be announced. Students may 
sign-up at Ms. Streiff’s office in 114.  Priority will be given to 
seniors, then juniors, then sophomores.  However, all are 
welcome if class room space permits.  
 

                      Phase III 
               Modernization 
                     Begins 
 
    The modernization of our landmark high school continues 
into Phase III (the north-east wing of school) of construction. 
The five small trees directly in front of the north-east wing 
were removed during the holiday season so that construction 
crews could get access to and remove classroom windows in 
order to strip them of the old orange paint.  As part of the 
Phase III work, final external paint colors will also begin to be 
applied on this wing. Internally, there will be new floors in the 
hallways, new lighting and electrical upgrades, alarm and 
sprinkler systems, data wiring and fresh paint.  
 
    In addition, new auditorium doors will be added and a new 
American with Disabilities Act (ADA) bathroom, utilizing part 
of a storage room next to the ticket booth at the front of the 
auditorium. 
 
     One problem that parents and staff have noticed during the 
first two phases of modernization is primer paint that is flaking 
off the building trim.  This problem was created from either 
the wood being wet or the stripper used on the wood not 
neutralized before the oil-based primer was applied.    
 
     After much discussion, it was agreed that the oil-based 
primer on these wood surfaces has to be scraped and sanded  
     
 
      

Carter Field Exciting Prospect for Tech 
     During the past few months, 
representatives of Oakland Tech have 
been promoting the idea of developing 
the field behind nearby Carter Middle 
School as Tech’s baseball facility. 
 
     Tired of Tech baseball players having 
to travel two miles daily to Bushrod 
Park for practice and games, Oakland 
Tech baseball coach Eric Clayton and 
team parent Paul Brekke-Miesner 
brainstormed alternatives to the 
situation and came up with the idea of 
using the Carter Middle School field 
after hearing the district was closing the 
school at the end of the year. 
 
     They then shared their idea with 
school board  member  Kerry  Hamill 
who enthusiastically endorsed the 
concept and has advocated for the idea 
with the school district. They have 
continued to explore the idea in greater 
detail over the past  three  months. 
 

     Coach Clayton, PTSA President Micki 
Callahan, and Tech baseball players 
Dominique Campbell and Sean Brekke-
Miesner officially presented the concept to 
Superintendent Ward and School Board 
members at the November 30, 2005 
school board meeting. Campbell sited the 
impact on academics of having to travel so 
far to baseball games.  “We miss more of 
our classes during the season because we 
have to leave earlier from class for games at 
Bushrod.”  Brekke-Miesner felt that school 
spirit was compromised by the distance 
between school and Bushrod.  “Because 
Bushrod is so far, not many students or 
teachers come and support the baseball 
team. That would change if our field was 
two blocks away,” he said. 
 
     At this point, Superintendent Ward, 
school board members and Asst. 
Superintendent White support the idea, 
although Ward cautioned that the school 
      

district could not be relied upon to fund 
the cost of field renovation. 
 
     Coach Clayton is excited about the 
prospect of having a baseball field two 
blocks from campus.  “It will help us 
build a stronger baseball program at 
Tech and it will be so much more 
convenient for the players and student 
body.” 
 
     Parent Paul Brekke-Miesner feels 
that having Carter as Tech’s baseball 
field would generate a lot of enthusiasm 
in the greater Tech community. “I 
believe we will be able to raise the 
necessary funding from public and 
private sources to build a state of the art 
field.” He also mentioned that the 
Carter facility, when completed, could 
possibly be used for soccer and softball 
when necessary. “It would give Tech 
greater flexibility in scheduling and an 
additional athletic facility to benefit  our 
students as well as the community,” he 
stated. 
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that serve a significant portion of the school. In November, 
the PTSA awarded OVER $6000 in grants to teachers, 
student organizations, arts programs and sports teams!!! 
 

*  Gift certificates for great local eateries (A Cote, The 
Cheesesteak Shop, Cato's Ale House, Park Avenue Bar & 
Grill, Baja Taqueria, Italian Colors, Buttercup Kitchen, 
Rockridge Cafe, Zatis, Zachary's Pizza and more).           
 
 *  Skating at Oakland Ice Center, lessons at Head Over 
Heals Arts & Circus School and Studio Naga, tennis lesson 
with Michael Freund, voice lesson from Tech's own music 
director Allegra Bandy. 
 
*  Tickets to Paramount and Parkway theaters, Great 
America, Pier 39, Oakland Museum of California, Cal 
Basketball, Winchester Mystery House. 

*   Chance to be Director for a Day at Opera Piccola.  

* Services including landscape design, interior and 
exterior design,  healing session, financial services from 
Infinity Financial Planning. 

*      And the not to be missed Tech Dinners: Martini   Party, 
Party, Greek Feast, Russian Dinner, Hawaiian Luau!,  Luau, 
Chinese New Year’s Dinner, Chilean dinner.      

     WHAT WILL YOUR CONTRIBUTION BE? 

      Please consider hosting a "Tech Dinner."  It's a great way 
to meet other Tech families, have some fun, and raise 
significant funds.  Could you host an Old Fashioned 
Southern Barbeque?  A Sushi and Sake Party?   An Italian 
Feast? A Chinese Dim Sum Brunch?    

 OTHER IDEAS FOR DONATING TO THE AUCTION 
  
Can you or your company donate a service?  Maybe you have 
tickets to a sporting event or theater tickets you could 
donate?  Are you (or do you know) a craftsperson or artist 
who could donate your work?  Please get creative -- all 
donations are welcome, and everything helps. Donation 
forms are available on the Tech Website [link here] or email 
the following information to lesleyjohnsongelb@yahoo.com: 
  
Name of Donor: 
Phone: 
Email: 
Describe item or service: 
Suggested Value: 
Special instructions if any: 
If an event, date and time: 
  
. . . AND REMEMBER that funds raised at the 
auction provide mini-grants for Tech to provide 
enrichment programs for students. 
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team’s state championship banners, and a banner celebrating 
several past O.A.L. baseball team championships. 
 
     Congratulations to the Tech varsity football team on 
beating the Skyline Titans on their home field in the O.A.L. 
playoffs, thereby winning the right to play McClymonds for 
the Silver Bowl championship at the Oakland Coliseum. 
Even though the Bulldogs lost in the championship game to 
the Warriors, it was definitely a successful football season for 
the Bulldogs!!  
 

 News from the Pound 
 

     My name is Charletta Harris and I am the Student Body 
President here at Oakland Tech.  Under the guidance of Ms. 
Jones, the Leadership class has helped reinstitute the Student 
Council. 
 
     The Student Council consists of all ASB officers and 
representatives from each homeroom class.  We want to put 
emphasis on Student Council because it is important that 
students get together and work to improve the environment 
at Oakland Tech. 
 
     In particular, we are hoping to improve the com-
munication between students and staff at Tech, as well as 
make this learning experience an exciting and fundamental 
experience. For example, we recently held a meeting in the 
library between Leadership and TryU.M.F. students to 
brainstorm how to help improve the conflicts here at Tech, 
and how to create a more positive environment for 
everybody. 
 
     Also, there are some fun activities coming up at Tech – 
the Swoosh Rally, Valentine’s Day Carnival, and Multi-
cultural Week activities. 
 

     I am really excitied about this year and working with my 
peers here at Oakland Tech to make our environment both 
exciting and educational. 
 

                     Charletta Harris, Student Body President 
 

Dellums . . . . continued from page 1 
 

country see how we act and how knowledgeable we are, we 
blow their minds,” she states. 
      

      Dellums, who is currently a candidate for Mayor of 
Oakland, will speak to students at 10 a.m. in the school 
library after a brief tour of the school, which is an Oakland 
landmark currently undergoing modernization.  He will also 
speak with students from the TryU.M.F. (Trying to Uplift 
My Folks) program and with staff of Tech’s student 
newspaper, The Scribe. 
 

 TECH 



Ninth Grade Science Teachers 
Provide Practical Lessons for Life 
 
                    By Will Keim 
 

     Here’s another update on some of the happenings in 
9th grade science. During the last marking period, 
students in Ms. Keeran’s Biology 9 class participated in 
an HIV/Drug Awareness program taught by La Clínica 
de la Raza. This marking period students will learn 
about genetic engineering and transform bacteria to 
make them glow under UV light. Grades for Ms. 
Keeran’s class are online. Please contact her for the 
website and log-in information. 
 

     In Physical Science, Mr. Keim’s and Ms. Schriver’s 
classes have been studying water quality and the 
treatment of water. Starting out by learning about 
solutions, settling, dissolving, and the processes of 
filtering water, Physical Science students were preparing 
for a persuasive essay where the difference between 
bottled water and tap water will be examined. 
 

     Have you always just assumed that bottled water was 
better for you? Did you know that when bottled water 
is not shipped across state lines, none of the regulations 
apply? And did you know that these regulations don’t 
have a requirement for maximum levels of fecal 
coliform bacteria contamination (i.e. waste from animal 
and human feces)? 
 

     Mr. Keim’s and Ms. Schriver’s students set out to 
determine what kind of water really was better and  
 

Mini-grants Provide Funds 
for Enrichment Activities 
 

      The Tech PTSA awarded over $6,000 in mini-
grants in late fall to a variety of enrichment activities 
dedicated to students.  These funds are raised by the 
PTSA to provide student activities by teachers, staff, 
coaches, parents and students at Tech. 
 

     The PTSA will also award a second round of mini-
grants this winter.  Grants for the first round funded a 
variety of worthwhile projects including:  audio 
equipment, classroom supplies, cooking implements, a 
chess board, test prep materials, theatre tickets, 
fundraising supplies, soccer supplies, transportation to a 
convention, baseball equipment, transportation for 
basketball tournaments, field trips, and cross-country 
team supplies and expenses. 

      

write a persuasive essay using facts from both in-class 
experiments on bacteria and ion/chemical content and 
outside research. Part of this project also involved 
learning about the different processes that are required 
to clean and treat water, and 30 lucky students  got  to 
go  on  a  field  trip  to the  EBMUD wastewater 
treatment plant down by the 580 freeway and the Bay 
Bridge. Though the odor seemed unbearable at first, 
students got a first-hand look at what it takes to clean 
our wastewater and keep our beautiful Bay from 
smelling like that treatment plant. Students’ papers were 
due on Friday, January 20th, the last day of the semester. 
 

And if you’re ever wondering if bottled water is worth all 
that extra money, just ask your student! 
                      

 
 
        Yearbook on Sale! 
 

     Haven’t bought your yearbook yet?   Now is the 
time!  The yearbook is currently on sale for $65.00 but 
you can expect a price increase sometime during the 
second semester.  So get your yearbook now before the 
price goes up!   
 

     The 2005/2006 yearbook promises to be a winner – 
in full color, with great candid shots and theme pages. 
And this year you can submit a picture for publication in 
the yearbook!  It’s as easy as 1,2,3.  Your digital picture 
can be submitted through the Internet.  Just go to 
https://portal.jostens.com/login.asp. Then, our user I.D. 
is  -1054012, our password is – tech 2006, then unload 
your photo(s).  We will make every effort to use 
submitted photos on a yearbook page. 
 

     Here are the rules:  
 

∞ No flashing fingers are permitted; 
∞ All pictured students must be Tech students; 
∞ Make your photos interesting, fun and 

representative of the best Tech has to offer; 
∞ The yearbook advisor will approve all pictures 

before they are released for selection in the book. 
 

Don’t miss out. 
Purchase your Tech yearbook 

now for a lifetime of memories! 
 

 

 



U.C. Experience Available to Black Students 
 

    Fifty Black students from across the state with a 3.5 
grade point average or higher are eligible to apply for a 
FREE 3-day experience at the University of California, 
Berkeley.  Deadline for application is March 15, 2006. 
 

    For more information and application materials, go to 
http://groups,yahoo.com/group/d3westoakland/files/  
 

                                          OR 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/d3oaklkanddtownlake.  
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Tech Trivia:  Can you 
name this former Tech 
basketball player who 
was inducted into the 
Basketball Hall of Fame in 
1977? 
    See answer on page 2 

 

Graffiti is a Nuisance 
By Pepe Vallenas, Chair 

Collaborative School Site Council 
 

     Graffiti vandalism is an eyesore, is symptomatic of 
urban decay and gang activity.  It generates a perception 
of neighborhood crime and it sends the message that the 
community is not concerned about the appearance of 
their neighborhood.  We all constitute the Tech 
Community and we are concerned.  It is up to us to 
maintain a clean and safe environment. We are 
investing a substantial amount on the school modern-
ization program and this is a call for all of us to step up 
and solve the vandalism problem. Our principal has a 
zero tolerance policy for graffiti and we need to fully 
support her. Another very effective way for us to 
eliminate graffiti is to have it painted over immediately. 
The perpetrators will see the futility of their actions and 
eventually stop. 
 

     This is your guide on how to proceed if you ever see 
graffiti at or around Tech: 
 

1. IS THE GRAFFITI ON SCHOOL  PROPERTY? 
      (Interior or exterior surfaces) 

 

            Call the district:  879-8400 
      Please be prepared to answer some questions: 
 

 

 Location of the graffiti? (be precise), gang related?   
 (give your best guess), color of paint? (usually 
  Black, size of letters? (usually 12” or so), what is 
  your affiliation with the school?   
 

  OUSD crews appear to give priority to sites with the 
most calls.  For this reason it is important that you call 
ASAP and every 3 days until resolved. 
 
2.   IS THE GRAFFITI ON PUBLIC PROPERTY?  
      (For example lampposts or trash cans in the area 
      outside the school).  IS THE GRAFFITI ON  
      PRIVATE PROPERTY? (give address). 

  
Call the city:  615-5566 and give graffiti location. 
Follow up in 2 weeks if needed. 
 

                                                            




