
       From the Top Dog 
                  Principal Sheilagh Andujar 
 

Dear Oakland Tech Students, Families and Staff – 
 

     Happy New Year!  Students and staff have 
returned from the winter break refreshed, renewed 
and ready to wrap up the first semester.  We are very 
excited about the near completion of the two and a 
half year modernization project.  This multi-million 
dollar undertaking included interior and exterior 
painting, up-grading data and electrical systems, ADA 
compliance and building four new science 
labs/classrooms.  I want to thank staff, parents and all 
of the contractors who worked together to improve the 
learning environment for the benefit of our students 
and the entire Tech community.  I realize that 
modernizing the school while in session has been an 
extremely difficult challenge for all. 
 

     Making meaningful connections to school and 
building positive relationships with adults and 
peers  enhances our student’s opportunities for 
success.  Our dedicated team of professionals 
includes teachers and staff with years of experience 
effectively working with students to accomplish their 
goals and dreams.  In fact, well over half our teachers 
and staff have been teaching for ten or more years 
and many of those years have been at Tech. Several 
teachers have earned advanced degress – 12 
Masters’s and 4 Ph.D’s, 2 National Board certifications 
and numerous prestigious awards and honors. It is 
also heartwarming that we have Tech alumni who 
returned to Tech to teach.  Here at Tech, we believe 
that all students can be successful in their academic 
pursuits and you can see that we have an excellent 
teaching and support staff that is committed to helping 
our students flourish. 
 

     Improving attendance continues to be an 
essential goal for us at Tech.  Parents, we need 
your assistance with ensuring that your child attends 
school daily and is on time to each class every day.  
Our average daily attendance (ADA) goal is 96%.  It 
concerns me that during the first three months of this 
school year, our ADA was 93%.  It is a fact that when 
students have consistently good attendance, their 
grades and overall academic achievement improve.  
When your child must be absent for the entire day or 
more, please send a note and call the attendance 
office to let us know the reason for the absence.  If 
your child has an appointment during the day, send a  
                                                              Continued on page 2 

Conflict Managers Help 
Keep the Peace at Tech          

     Fights and conflicts are not the norm at Tech High 
these days.  But eight years ago that was not the 
case.  And out of that reality was born Tech’s Conflict 
Resolution Program.  
 

     Students decided they wanted to deflate the 
violence on campus by creating an arena for students 
to use their communication skills to head off violence 
by talking out their differences.  The program has 
been so successful that last year, out of 74 conflicts  
resolved, only two erupted again after mediation.   
 

     This year nine conflict managers have been 
trained and are operating on the Tech campus.  
Urana Jackson, program director, states, “one thing I 
emphasize in the program is for students to go deep 
to really attempt to resolve disputes, not just surface 
resolution. “  
      

   Student conflict manager Richard Struthers says, 
“we take them (conflicting students) to our office, find 
out what happened, see how we can resolve the 
problem and try to end the problem.”  He says that 
students are referred by either school administrators 
or teachers for help. Manager Fuaau Tatiana says 
that typically conflicts on campus are 
misunderstandings that start as a “he said, she said” 
rumor that then escalates. “We create a small space  
                                                            Continued on page 4 
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Tech Conflict Managers: (left to right): Stacey Matthews, 
Stephanie  Jones,  Fuaau  Tatiani,  Hanna  Bayler,  Ivie 
Arasomwan, Fhutran and Richard Struthers.  Missing are 
Molly Williams and Stephen Jones. 

  
 

                                                                                                                       
  
 
 
   

 



 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Pound . . . .  
 

By Jessica Jones 
Tech Student Body President 

 

     Everyday at school I gain a new learning 
experience. This is my senior year at Oakland Tech 
and it is the first time where I have acknowledged the 
high level of disrespect that some students and 
teachers have for themselves and others.  Walking 
through the halls, I can’t help but notice many of the 
girls calling and being called “bitches” and many of the 
boy calling and being called “niggas.”  What seems to 
be even more shocking is to see teachers walk 
passed as if they didn’t hear, or worse, don’t care. 
 

     Living in a city where many of the students have 
little or no support at home, school is the outlet.  Now, 
when you go to a school where the teachers don’t 
care and the students don’t care, it makes you not 
care.  To many looking in, it would seem as if both the 
students and the teachers need to get a grip.  While 
this may be true, it is hard to totally dismiss what got 
teachers and students to the point where this 
destructive behavior is normal. 
 

     The purpose of this article is not to act as if I have 
all the answers and that I am  the perfect student.  My 
intention is to show that it is not normal for us (Black 
Students) to call each other “niggas” and “bitches.”  
Also, no matter how cliché it may sound, change 
begins in the individual.  If we enjoy being called a 
bitch or a nigga, by any means go ahead.  But if you 
allow yourself to be called that, you may as well call 
yourself a slave. 
 

                                                        continued on page 4 
 

  

 

 
     Bet you didn’t know that Tech’s own Rock Warner, 
9th grade English teacher, was a team psychologist for 
the United States track & field team in Barcelona, 
Spain during the 1992 Olympic Games. Bet he has 
some stories to tell!! 
 

     Heard some howls eminating from Ms. Wolfe’s 
classroom lately so went to find out what’s up.  It 
seems that some of the major funding for students 
to attend Close-Up in Washington, D.C. in March 
will not be forthcoming from the school district and 
other sources this year.  We hope there are some 
sugar-daddies and sugar-mommies (parents, 
businesses, foundations, et al) that will contribute 
and enable students, who could not otherwise 
afford to go, to experience this truly wonderful trip. 
 

    Sadly, Rosemary Whisenton’s sister recently passed 
away. Despite her incredible loss two days before the 
winter All-Sports Awards Banquet, Rosemary still 
found it in her heart to do all the cooking and deliver all 
the food for the banquet.  Rosemary is truly a trooper 
for Tech. And thanks also to the Sports Boosters Club 
for the great banquet. 
 

   You’ve probably heard by now that Tech alumnus 
Marshawn Lynch was named the Pac-10 Offensive 
Player of the Year at Cal.  The former PrepStar and 
SuperPrep All-American at Tech has announced 
his plans to forego his senior year and turn pro.  
All indications point to Marshawn being selected 
very high in the NFL draft.  He finished his Cal 
career as the second all-time leading rusher with 
3,230 yards on 490 carries.  Cal’s record was 28-9 
during Marshawn’s three years at Cal.  We wish 
him well in the pros!! 
 

     Saw a lot of recent alumni roaming the halls and 
Tech events around the winter break.  They came back 
to Tech from all areas of the country where they are 
attending college.  Some of the faces seen in the halls 
and Tech events included Eduardo Garcia (U.C. 
Berkeley), Naima Jordan (Northwestern), Luke Brekke-
Miesner ( U.C.L.A.), John Brooks-Jung (U.C. 
Berkeley), Matt Darnell (U-Mass) Nican Robinson 
(U.C. Berkeley), Lara Brekke-Brownell (U.of 
Minnesota), Jake Moore (Brown), Gabriel Carroll 
(Harvard graduate), Josie Alvarez (U.C. Berkeley), 
Anthony McCrady (U. of San Diego), Josh Bishop-
Moser (U.C. Berkeley), Matt Yungert (D.V.C.), JuJu 
Wang (U.C. Berkeley), and Fhatima Paulino 
(Wesleyan)  Always great to see our alumni . 

          

      Tech  basketball  fans  were  sorry  to  hear  about 
   Former Tech All-American Alexis Gray-Lawson  
   injuring her knee while playing for Cal recently.  We 
   wish her a speedy recovery!! 
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On the Prowl 
 

  

                

Top Dog . . . .  continued from page 1 
 

note to excuse him/her for that period of time.  A 
student leaving school without a pass from the office 
results in an unexcused absence and he/she could be 
picked up by the Oakland Police for truancy. 
 

      Improving our communication  with staff, 
students, families and the Tech community is an on-
going goal that we strive to achieve.  We mail many 
important pieces of information home using the 
address provided to us at registration.  If you have 
changed your address during the school year, please 
notify the attendance office right away.  
 

      Lastly, Tech’s Communications Committee is 
comprised of staff and parents and meets throughout 
the year to discuss how to improve our communication 
between school and home.  We welcome your 
feedback on how we are doing to improve 
communication at Tech.  Please give me a call at 879-
3050 or e-mail me at 
sheilagh.andujar@ousd.k12.ca.us. 
 



Tech’s “Field of Dreams”  
Gets Go-Ahead from District 
 

     The Oakland Unified School District gave its 
blessing to Tech’s proposal to renovate the field 
behind the recently closed Carter Middle School for a 
Tech baseball and softball field.  The go-ahead from 
the district was the culmination of a year’s worth of 
work by a committee of parents, staff and Tech’s 
baseball coach. 
 

 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 

      The committee, comprised of Principal Sheilagh 
Andujar, School Board member and Tech parent 
Kerry Hamill, Coach Eric Clayton and parents Jeff 
Williams and Paul Brekke-Miesner, pushed the idea 
forward and, with the assistance of Councilwoman 
Jane Brunner, finally got the agreement done. 
 

     Carter Field renovation will cost approximately 
$500,000 and the hope currently is that the field will 
be ready for the 2008 season.   
 

On the Prowl …..  continued from page 3 
           
     Great to see Tech’s Performing Arts program 
moving forward!  “The Midnight Museum” 
performance by  Opera   Piccola  Theatre  Workshop   
and  the  “From Spoken  Word  to  Sonnets”  solo 
performances  by Ms. J’s drama class showcased the 
incredible talent here at Tech.   
      

     Lastly, Senior Stephanie Jones has been awarded 
a Youth Activism Award from the California Teacher’s 
Association.  She is one of only 11 statewide 
recipients and the only one from Oakland!! 
 
                                        ----------------------------------------------------------- 

On the  Prowl is a composite of things heard and 
seen by many around the Tech campus.  If you have 
info for this column, please send to 
brekmies@california.com or leave it in the Bulldog 
Bytes box in the main office. 
                                    
Tech Trivia: This 1953 Tech graduation picture is of 
Oakland’s newly elected Mayor Ron Dellums.  He served 
as Oakland’s Congressman in Washington, D.C. for 27 
years and was elected Mayor in June of 2006.  

                                       
                                        

                                       Modernization 
                             Update 
 
          Within the next few weeks, Tech’s 
modernization project will be completed. This $25 
million upgrade of the Tech campus has been a long 
and arduous process.  The fact that this effort took 
place, for the most part, when school was in session 
made it an incredibly difficult and at times, dusty and 
noisy process that sometimes interrupted the normal 
flow of events at Tech. 
 

     That said, we must tip our hard hats to the 
construction crews who had a most difficult situation to 
cope with.  Not everyone is totally happy with the 
results, but the Tech campus is surely better-off for 
the effort. 
 
    Teachers with any problems in their 
classrooms related to modernization 
should contact Vice-Principal Stacey 
Morrison as soon as possible. 
 
       

     The first-floor elevator, which will be wheel-chair 
accessible, is near completion.  The new science labs 
in the shop building are now occupied and portables 
on the tennis courts and four between the boys and 
girls gyms will soon be removed.  The problem with 
the inconsistent heating in the main building is 
hopefully resolved while the heating problems in the 
shop building, not included in the modernization 
project, will hopefully be addressed by the school 
district in the near future.  
 

     All that remains to finish is small items such as 
small holes in hallway walls that were never filled and 
some stained ceiling tiles.  A final walk-thru will be 
conducted at the end of January and a celebration will 
take place in the spring. 
 
 
 

  

 

“We’re hoping for a state of the art facility for baseball 
and softball,” said Coach Clayton.  “I think the facility 
will be a real shot in the arm for the baseball and 
softball programs here at Tech.”  Currently, Tech  
baseball players must travel two miles every day to 
practice and play their games at Bushrod Field. Also, 
Bushrod is oftentimes overbooked and heavily 
impacted by various teams and sports.  North 
Oakland also has the least open space and parks in 
the entire city. “Carter Field will benefit not only Tech 
but the entire North Oakland community as well,” 
stated Clayton. 
 

 

Bulldog Bytes Editor:  Paul Brekke-Miesner  
Contact at: 535-0429 or brekmies@california.com 
 



 

 

 
      

From the Pound . . . . continued from page 2 
 

Accepting being called a bitch or a nigga is excepting 
a set of ideas, which are a prescription to a certain 
identity, which limits your true potential and                                 
allows you to stay in a certain environment and 
experience the same things over and over again.  I 
will not allow anyone to call me such words, no matter 
what race they are.  This is not because I feel as if I 
am better than any one of my school mater, but II 
have just grown to see that I am better than a bitch 
and a nigga. By the way – they are too!!!!  
 

     I hope that my sharing of this will not offend 
anyone.  However, if it does, please do not take it as a 
threat.  This is simply how I have been feeling for way 
too long. 
 

Conflict Mediation . . continued from page  
 

where there is respect.  If a physical confrontation and 
suspension happen, then we’ll see them after they 
return to school.” It is no easy road to becoming a 
conflict manager at Tech, Jackson says. She 
approaches and selects students as prospective 
conflict managers based on their maturity, insight, 
depth, diplomacy and ability to stay on neutral ground. 
She also has students self-evaluate and then seeks 
out evaluations from teachers and friends.  If students 
pass muster, they then go before a panel of veteran 
mediators before finally being selected.   
 

Important information for 12 th 
grade students: 
 

Make sure you have the classes you  
need to graduate 

 

Check with your counselor to see 
what scholarships are available and 
when to apply 

 

The time is growing short before you 
must do your financal aid packet 
(FAFSA) – due March 2nd 
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Tech Trivia: Can you 
name this 1953 Tech 
graduate who is now the 
top dog in Oakland? 
    (answer on page 3) 

Mini-grants are due in the PTSA box in the main 
office by 4 p.m. on February 9. Teachers, coaches, 
counselor, parents, students are encouraged to 
apply to the PTSA for up to $300 for enrichment 
activities. The application and guidelines can be 
accessed in the files section of the Oakland Tech 
yahoo group. For further info contact Jeannie 
Geselbracht at geselbracht@bigfoot.com. 
 


