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Dear Students, 

This handbook is designed to help you through the college application process.  It’s important that 

you stay organized and keep track of college application deadlines, passwords, and application 

fees.  Moreover, even more planning is required, if you are applying Early Action or Early Decision.   

Consider using tools like “Google Docs” to help you stay organized.       

Also, take into account your senior classes and extracurricular activities.  

Make a plan and manage your time!  You don’t want to get overwhelmed by 

having to do big school assignments, tests, or sports activities at the same 

time that you are trying to meet college application deadlines.  Remember, 

start your applications early, set a goal, and plan to get your applications 

submitted for California State Universities (CSU) and University of California 

(UC) before Thanksgiving break. 

Your personal statement/essay is a big part of the application process for UCs and private colleges.   

Stay engaged in the process.  If they give you additional space to comment, use all the “real estate” 

offered.  Allow yourself time for writing and editing your paper.  Write your paper over a period of 

time.  You want your paper to be a reflection of your high school experience and your journey in 

life that tells a story about your academic achievements, leadership abilities, personal 

characteristics, volunteer work, concern for others, and other non-academic involvement.    

Some of you know exactly which colleges you plan to apply to, while for others it seem like college 

planning caught you by surprise.  In any case, you should weigh the pros and cons of going off to 

college.  First, talk to your parent/guardian and family about your college plans.  In addition, visit 

the Tech College and Career Center (back of library) and discuss your interests, aspirations, needs, 

and plans with one of our college advisors.  Also, find time to visit colleges, tour campus, and 

attend local college fairs. When you do, ask many questions such as does the college offer your 

major?  Where is it located?  What is the school culture like?  How much does it cost to attend?  On 

your own time, do research.  There are several online college search tools that can help you 

narrow down your search such as California Colleges, College Week Live, and Apply Map.          

Lastly, research done by College Board indicates that “applying to more colleges increase 

enrollment rates.”   So, apply to at least four colleges.  But, keep in mind, when you choose your 

final college, you are more likely to have higher grades and graduate college when you match your 

personality and career interests with your college major.  

In the end, we want you to choose a college that meets your needs and passion.  

Jacqueline Johnson 
Sr. Counselor & College Advisor  
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Oakland Tech Counselors 

 
Theresa Delgado 

Case Load:  9th Grade……………………….……………..…………………………………Theresa.Delgado@ousd.org 

(510) 450-5400 x 116 

 

Susheela Moonsamy 

Case Load:  Student Last Names: A-G………………………………………..……Susheela.Moonsamy@ousd.org 

(510) 450-5400 x110 

 

Amy Martinez 

Case Load:  Student Last Names: H-N…………….……………….……………………..…. Amy.Martinez@ousd.org 

(510) 450-5400 x112 

 

Jacqueline Johnson 

Case Load:  Student Last Names: O-Z………………………….……………………Jacqueline.Johnson@ousd.org 
(510) 450-5400 x114 

 
College Counseling Programs 

 
Additional college counseling programs are available in the College and Career Center located in the 
back of the library.   Also, we have college access partners off-site.  Please, stop by the College and 
Career Center with any and all of your College and Alumni Program (CAP) college-related questions. 

Build North/West Oakland 
Build is an innovative, college preparatory program, whose mission is to use entrepreneurship to 
excite and propel disengaged low-income high school students to college and career success.  Build’s 
office is located at 1212 Broadway Street, Suite 630, Oakland, CA.  Contact:  Lynsie Falco, College 
Access Program Manager, (510) 271-6090 ext. 1045, lfalco@build.org.  
 
Destination College Advising Corps (DCAC) 
DCAC provides comprehensive college awareness, preparation and advising to make college a viable 
option for all students.  DCAC assists students with preparing for college, college applications, and 
applying for financial aid (FAFSA) and scholarships.  The DCAC college advisor will also provide 
intensive individual advising and follow-up activities to a cohort of students (application required) in 
grades 9-12.  No application required for drop-in advising.  Hours:  Mondays - Fridays 8:30 AM – 4:00 
PM.   Contact: Ziada Keflezighi, ziada.keflezighi@berkeley.edu. 
 
Early Academic Outreach Program (EAOP) – UC Berkeley 
EAOP prepares students from under-resourced communities for admission to colleges and 
universities.  Students who maintain a 2.5 GPA or higher in their college preparatory coursework are 
eligible to apply to the program.  Priority is given to students from low-income families and/or 
students who will be the first in their family to go to college.  Contact Yee Leng Vang, 
ylvang@berkeley.edu Mondays - Thursdays, 8:30 AM-3:30 PM, (except on minimum Wed-9:00AM-
1:05PM.  Location:  College and Career Center (Library). 
 

mailto:Theresa.Delgado@ousd.
mailto:Susheela.Moonsamy@
mailto:Amy.Martinez@ousd.
mailto:Jacqueline.Johnson@ousd.org
mailto:lfalco@build.org
mailto:ziada.keflezighi@berkeley.edu
mailto:ylvang@berkeley.edu
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East Bay College Fund (EBCF) 
EBCF is a college access program that works with all students to provide college guidance, college 
application and financial aid support, college and financial literacy workshops, and a 4-year, $16,000 
scholarship to qualified graduating seniors. Students in the EBCF program also receive support 
throughout college. No application required, must sign-up with Program Manager or Destination 
College Advisor in the College & Career Center in the back of the Library. Location on campus:  College 
and Career Center (Library), Mondays-Fridays by appointment.  Contact: Camille Sheffield, College  
Access & Success Manager, Camille@eastbaycollegefund.org. 
 
Mills College Educational Talent Search (METS) Trio Program 
METS provides college preparation services to first-generation, low-income students in Oakland.  
Location on campus:  College and Career Center (Library), Thursdays from 9:00am – 4:00pm, and at 
FADA main office advising students, holding workshops, and doing college related activities.  Hours 
and Location:  FADA Campus. 
  
Mills College Upward Bound (MCUB) 
Upward Bound (UB) is a federally funded college preparatory program that offers assistance to low-
income and first-generation college-bound students. The focus of Upward Bound is to develop skills 
needed for a college education. UB is dedicated to helping participating students graduate from high 
school with a solid foundation (i.e., completion of required coursework and a strong GPA) necessary 
for entering college. Upward Bound continues to support participants to ensure continued college 
enrollment and, ultimately, graduation. Our ultimate goal is to equip students with the skills and 
motivation necessary for college graduation."  Students must be in 9th or 10th grade, and must be low-
income and first generation eligible. Contact:  Jerome Navarez, Academic Advisor, Location: College 
and Career Center (Library). 
  
Trio Talent Search – UC Berkeley 
Trio Talent Search College Advisors work with individuals and groups of students at high school 
campuses assisting them in their efforts to pursue a post-secondary education.  Transcript evaluations, 
course planning and referrals assist high schools students to remain in school, graduate and 
matriculate into some form of postsecondary education after graduation.  Trio Talent Search offers 
college application workshops and field trips to colleges.  Contact:  Jermaine Harris, Monday – Fridays, 
9:00am-4:00pm.   Application required.   
 
UC Berkeley, Upward Bound Program 
Location on campus:  College and Career Center (Library).  
  

mailto:Camille@eastbaycollegefund.org
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   College Planning Calendar 2015-2016 

September 
 September 3:  Registration deadline for October 3 SAT/Subject Tests 

 Research and finalize Early Action or Early Decision Plan (apply in October) 
 Continue working on drafts of UC and private college personal statement/essays 
 Read the monthly College Admission Representative Visits bulletin for upcoming visits from 

college representatives. 
 September 7:  Labor Day (No School) 
 September 16:  Back to School Night 
 September 18:  Registration deadline for October 24 ACT Test  
 September 29:  PTPS will teach the 2016 version of the SAT at Oakland Tech from 3:30pm-

5:30pm on Tuesdays and Thursdays in Room S-1. Student Applications are due on September 8th, 
2015. 

 September 23:  Road to College: Part I – An evening event with information on applying to 
college.  Held in the auditorium. 

 September 22:  U-CAN HBCU College Fair, Laney College, 900 Fallon Street, Oakland. 
 
 October 

 October 1:  Begin work on CSU applications.  CSU application period is from October 1 through 
November 30th.  Create an account on the CSU Mentor website: www.csumentor.org.   

 October 1:  Contact teachers and counselors to ask them to write a recommendation letter 
(Remember: UCs and CSUs DO NOT NEED A RECOMMENDATION LETTER).   New – UC 
Berkeley is accepting two recommendation letters from some students.  UC admission office 
will email those students to let them know if recommendation letters are needed.  Pick up a 
Recommendation Form from your counselor. 

 October 3:  SAT/Subject Test   
 October: Road to College: Part II, 7:00-8:30 PM, held in the Oakland Tech Library.  This 

presentation will cover funding a college education.  
 October 9:  Registration deadline for November 7 SAT 
 October 9:  End of 1st Marking Period, 1st Semester 
 October 10:  The 38th Annual College Information Day @ UC Berkeley, UC Berkeley Wheeler 

Hall, 8:30am – 1:00pm.  Over 60 public and private colleges and universities representative 
will be present.  There will be workshops on admission requirements, financial aid, and 
scholarships, college presentations, and much more.  Pre-register online at 
www.eastbayconsortium.org. 

 October 13:  OUSD College Fair @ Oakland High, 4:00PM-8:00PM 
 October 14:  Road to College: Part II – An evening event with information on applying to 

college.  Held in the auditorium. 
 October 14:  PSAT All sophomores take test (Free).  Juniors should take test to qualify for the 

National Merit Qualifier Test (NMSQT).  The cost is $15.00. 
 October 20:  Presentation for seniors on tips for filling out the CSU/UC applications. 
 October 19 – 24:  College Crunch Week.  Tips for UC/CSU application.  Seniors get help with 

college application submission.  Bring your transcript, personal statement draft, test scores, 
and parent income information.  Workshop will be held in the library – all day.   

 October 24:  ACT Test 
 October 31: Early Decision application deadline for Cal Poly SLO (early decision) 

 
 

http://www.csumentor.org/
http://www.eastbayconsortium.org/
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October continued 

 October:  Financial Aid & College Workshop:  “The Magic Bullet for Financial Aid and 
Scholarships” presented by Dr. Barbara Austin, College Quest, from 6:00pm – 8:00 PM.  Tech 
Library. 

 Work on scholarship applications (check-out:  oaklandtech.com/scholarship, fastweb.com, 
finaid.org, and scholarship drawer, etc.) 

 If you will be a recruited athlete, complete process for NCAA Eligibility Center.  See Ms. Johnson 
about NCAA Eligibility requirements. 

November 
 November 1:  UC application period opens for Fall.  Begin work on UC applications website: 

www.universityofcalifornia.edu/apply.   
 November 3:  CAHSEE English 
 November 4:  CAHSEE Math 
 November 5: Registration deadline for December 5 SAT Test 
 November 6: Registration deadline for December 12 ACT Test 
 November 7:  SAT/Subject Test 
 November 16 – 21:  College Crunch Days.  Work on College Applications.  Seniors get help with 

college application submission.  Bring your transcript, personal statement draft, test scores, 
and parent income information.  Workshop will be held in the library – all day. 

 November 20:  End of 2nd Marking Period, 1st Semester 
 November 23-27:  Thanksgiving Recess (School Closed). 
 November 23: Drop-in – Oakland Tech.  Get help with college application during Thanksgiving 

Break, Oakland Tech, library 
 November 30:  UC and CSU application deadlines! 
 Send official test scores to your colleges if you have completed tests 

 
December 

 December 5:  CAHSEE English (Saturday) 
 December 5:  SAT/Subject Test 
 December 12:  ACT Test 
 December 12:  CAHSEE Math (Saturday) 
 December 21 – Jan. 1:   Winter Recess (School Closed) 
 December 28: Registration deadline for January 23 SAT Test 
 Complete all private colleges and universities applications 
 Make sure you send official test scores 
 Remember Fall Semester grades count towards your overall high school GPA! 
 Apply for pin # for FAFSA (www.pin.ed.gov) 

 
January 

 January 1:  Priority application period opens to submit FAFSA.  You do not have to submit Cal 
Grant GPA Verification Form.  The Cal Grant GPA will be automatically uploaded to the Cal 
Grant office by the College & Career Readiness Office.  Make sure your AERIES information 
(name, date of birth, address) is correct so that you will have a match with FAFSA and Cal 
Grant.  Filling period for completing the FAFSA is Jan 1 through March 2.  Visit:  
www.fafsa.ed.gov 

 January 8: Registration deadline for February 6 ACT Test 
 

http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/apply
http://www.pin.ed.gov/
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
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January continued 
 January 13:  Alumni Panel – Graduates of the class of 2015 return to talk with current 

students about their first semester in college. 
 January 22: End of 3rd Marking Period & 1st Semester 
 January:  2016 East Bay Education Summit (Saturday).  Educational and college-related 

workshops for middle and high school students and families.   
 Complete FAFSA with parents 
 Continue applying for scholarships via Fast Web, Oaklandtech.com/scholarship, check the 

scholarship drawer located in the counseling department, and other sources 
 
February 

 February 2:  CAHSEE English 
 February 3: CAHSEE Math 
 February 4:  Pre-FAFSA Presentation 
 February 9:  Cash for College – An evening event where financial aid experts walk you 

through completing the FAFSA/Dream Act.  Held in the Oakland Tech Library.   
 February:  SAT PRACTICE TEST.  Saturday, Tech Library.  See Ms. Johnson to sign-up. 
 February 5: Registration deadline for March 5 SAT Test 
 February:   PTPS will offer SAT Prep Classes at Oakland Tech from 3:30pm-5:30pm on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays in Room S-1. 
 February:  SAT PRACTICE TEST SCORES BACK.  Tech Library.  6:00PM-7:00PM. 
 Keep your grades up!  Schools will not accept Ds and Fs!  Applications may be rescinded! 
 February 10-13:  “FAFSA/DREAM ACT CRUNCH DAYS” – Students get help during the day 

with getting the FAFSA/Dream Act completed before the March 2 deadlines. 
 
March 

 March 2:  Deadline for submitting FAFSA and Dream Act for Cal Grant. 
 March 4: Registration deadline for April 9 ACT Test 
 March 4:  End of 1st Marking Period, 2nd Semester 
 ELM &EPT placement tests for CSU admission.  Students should sign up early.  These tests may 

be waived if you have the following scores or are EAP exempt: SAT 1 (Math 550, Verbal/CR 
550) or ACT (Math 23, English 22).  Cost: $18.00 per test.   
Register at:  www.testing.csueastbay.edu 

 Admission letters from UCs, CSUs and private colleges arrive. 
 Review financial aid options. 
 Once admitted, keep updated on housing applications/reservations, placement testing and any 

form deadlines. 
 March 28-April 4:  Spring Break 

 
April 

 April 8: Registration deadline for May 7 SAT Test 
 April 11-15:  Community College Week – Events throughout the week will include assistance 

for seniors with the community college application. 
 April 16:   CAL Day/Open House at UC Berkeley (Saturday) 
 April:  The 15th Annual Shadow Day at UC Berkeley.  Shadow Day will give students the 

opportunity to learn first-hand, from UC Berkeley students, what college is really like.  See Ms. 
Johnson if you are interested in attending. 

 April 22:  End of 2nd Marking Period, 2nd Semester 

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/jacqueline.johnson/My%20Documents/%20www.testing.csueastbay.edu
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April continued 
 Make sure all paperwork is submitted and on time to your chosen campus! 
 Senior Community College Workshops, date TBA 

 
May 

 May 1:  National Candidate’s Reply Date – deadline to notify colleges of your decisions.  You 
must accept one offer, even if waitlisted at other schools 

 May 5: Registration deadline for June 4 SAT Test 
 May 6: Registration deadline for June 11 ACT Test 
 May:  COLLEGE VISIT- WACAC College Fair at CSU East Bay.   Please see Ms. Johnson if you 

would like to sign-up 
 May:  WACAC College Fair at St. Mary’s College, Moraga, CA 
 May:  AP Testing 
 May 16:  Community College/Higher Education Week 
 Scholarship Ceremony, date TBA 
 Contact all other colleges where you were admitted and withdraw your admission 
 Remember to keep your final semester grades up!  If your grades fall, admission may be 

rescinded! 
June 

 June:  Graduation 
 June 9:  End of 3rd Marking Period, 2nd Semester 
 Send final transcript to the college you have chosen.  Please check with Ms. Conocono, recorder, 

room 120 to see if it will be your responsibility to send transcripts to the college/university 
you plan to attend. 
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College Planning     

This section of the handbook will give you an overview of high school graduation requirements and 

discuss the five major college options, college application process, grade point average (GPA), test 

scores, A-G requirements, personal statement, and recommendation letters. 

Today, the possibility of attending college is a reality.  The college program you chose can be based on 
your schedule.   There are many types of college programs (full-time or part-time, two-year or four-
year, online or hybrid (class & online), etc.  In addition, you can attend college while working, in the 
military, or facing other responsibilities. 
 

 Finish your senior year strong 

 Keep up with college application dates 

 Ask teachers and counselors for recommendations early 

 Research colleges:  go on college tours, explore college websites, and visit college fairs 

 

Studies show that individuals that have higher education earn more money. 

   

 

Reference:  Salaries.com 
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Your High School Diploma 

 C  

OUSD High School Graduation Requirements 

For the class of 2015 and beyond, your graduation requirements include “A-G" requirements for 
UC/CSU admission.  If you are short credits and need help earning credits for graduation, talk to your 
counselor.  There are several options to help you earn credits.  You can earn credits through APEX, an 
online distance learning course, outside work experience (OWE), independent study, taking extra 
classes before or after school, and community college/Concurrent Enrollment classes.   

Subject  OUSD High School Requirements  

a. History/Social Science 3 years (1 year of World History, 1 year of US History, 1 semester of 
Government and 1 semester of Economics)  

b. English 4 years of College-prep English (ELD 5 may count for 1 year). 

c. Mathematics 3 years including Algebra, Geometry, and Advanced Algebra 
/Intermediate Algebra or higher level math 

d. Laboratory Science 3 years (1 year of biological science, 1 year of physical science, and 1 
year of a biological science or physical science) 

e. World Language 2 years of the same language  

f. Visual/Performing Arts I year (10 credits) 

g. College Prep Electives 1 year college prep elective* (“A-G” certified course) + 40 additional 
credits 

Physical Education/JROTC 20 credits (4 semesters) 

  

Other graduation requirements:  

 California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE).  The test consists of an English-language arts 
portion and a mathematics portion.  The passing score for each portion of CAHSEE is 350.   

 Credits – Minimum of 230 credits required to graduate. 
 GPA – Minimum overall 2.0 GPA from grades 9th – 12th.   
 Senior Project – All seniors must complete a senior project.   

Reference:  OUSD Website 

“Graduation, whether it’s from high school or a college 
commencement, is not only a time to reflect on the past 
while planning ahead for the future, it’s a time to 
celebrate accomplishments and find inspiration for life 
beyond the big day.” Unknown 
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Tips to Consider When Thinking about College and Career 

When you think about college, think about what you want for your life.  What field of study 
you plan to pursue?  What career do you want?  Do you want a career with flexibility?  What 
income do you expect to make?  When you graduate can you get a job in your field of study?  
How much debt will you have after graduation?  Will your major help advance your career 
goals. 
 
Use a variety of resources in your college and career planning:   
 

1. Attend the Tech “Alumni Panel,” where former Tech students return and give their 
different perspectives of college life and various fields of study.  The Alumni Panel will 
be held in January 2016. 

 
2. Enroll in Tech academy programs (Health, Engineering, BioTech, Computer, or FADA) 

where you will have an opportunity to learn about various aspects of the field and 
requirements.  If you are not in the academy, talk to the director of the program and 
ask if you can take a class within the academy. 
 

3. Find a mentor in your field of interest.   A mentor is one of the most powerful 
supporters you can have in your pursuit of career happiness.  A mentor can share their 
personal experiences and help you get connected with valuable resources.   
 

4. Seek out opportunities to do volunteer work or internships in the field.  Volunteering 
or doing an internship is a good way for you to experience what happens on a day-to-
day basis on the job and gives you a chance to see if the job is a good fit for you.  
 

5. Interview a professional in the field.  An informational interview is a meeting in person 
or on the phone where you can gather information about a particular career. 

Investigate your career interests and invest in your continued education. 
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The College Process:  Applying to UC & CSU   

High School Transcript 
Your transcript is the most important document you have in high school.  It is a snap shot picture of 
your academic achievement from grades nine through twelve.  Your transcript reflects how well you 
took advantage of the programs that your school has to offer.  When you begin the college application 
process, you will self-report your grades on UC website: www.universityofcalifornia.edu/apply or CSU 
website: www.csumentor.edu.  It is important that all courses and grades are inputted accurately.  
Once you are accepted to a college, your final transcript will be sent to the school you plan to attend.  
 

Question for reflection 
Do you know how to read your transcript?  Are all your grades used to meet A-G requirements “C” or 
higher?   

 

 

Grade Point Average (GPA)  
There are two grade point averages (GPAs) shown on the transcript.   

 
Unweighted GPA: The unweighted GPA includes all grades received in all courses.  For 
example, the GPA will include grades from P.E., and other courses that are not college 
preparatory courses.  A 4.0 is the highest GPA possible in an unweighted calculation. 
 

Unweighted GPA 
A = 4 points 
B = 3 points 
C = 2 points 
D = 1 points 
F = 0 points 

 
 
Weighted GPA: The weighted GPA gives an extra grade point for UC-certified Honors, 
and Advanced Placement (AP) classes. 
 
Weighted GPA 

A = 5 points 
B = 4 points 
C = 3 points 
D = 1 points 
F = 0 points 
(No extra point is given for “D” grades) 
 

 
 
 

http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/apply
http://www.csumentor.edu/


15 
 

Notes:  Weighted Academic GPA 
 Remember that the weighted academic GPA has only grades from college preparatory courses 

(A-G courses).  For example, do not use PE, IWE, and other classes that do not have a “P” 
(college prep) shown next to course on transcript. 

 Calculate only grades earned in the 10th through 12th.  
 You must have Cs or better in all classes used to calculate your GPA. 
 If you earned a D in an AP (Advanced Placement) course, only give yourself 1 point. 

 
Notes: CSU Requirement 

 Minimum of 2.0 required 
 Oakland Tech students are eligible for admission to CSUEB and CSUSF, if they meet the 

minimum GPA, test scores, and A-G Requirements. 
 If you do not live in the service area of the CSU you apply to, and it is impacted, a higher 

admission standard may be used.   
 At UCs and CSUs, as well as many private colleges, the GPA is considered in combination with 

the student’s SAT or ACT scores:  the lower the GPA, the higher the test scores(s) required.  For 
the CSU system, only the GPA and SAT or ACT is used to determine eligibility. 

 
Notes:  UC Requirement 

 Minimum of 3.0 required 
 Most UC campuses use your grades, test scores, extracurricular activities, personal statement, 

and level of courses to determine eligibility.    
 Most UC go through a Holistic Review of your application before they notify you that you have 

been accepted.  Check your email account often for correspondence, deadline dates, and 
additional information needed from colleges. 

 It is important to earn good grades in the 12th grade because you are accepted on a conditional 
basis and your final transcript will be reviewed. 

 Students who were conditionally accepted to a campus and who have received grades of D or F 
in their senior year should immediately contact the admission office at that campus to discuss 
grades.   

 

Eligibility in the Local Context (ELC)   

The Eligibility in the Local Context (ELC) is a University of California (UC) program that seeks out the 
top 9% of high school students and guarantees them a place in one of their nine UCs.  The goal is to 
“recognize and reward the academic accomplishments of students who have made the most of the 
opportunities available to them.” 
 
ELC requirements: 

1. At the beginning of senior year have completed at least 11 UC-approved courses. 
2. Be one of the top 9% of students that have an UC calculated GPA that meets benchmark set by UC 

for Tech. 
3. By end of senior year have successfully completed 15 required “A-G” courses. 
4. Maintain 3.0 GPA or higher. 
5. Submit official copy of ACT with writing or SAT scores. 

Reference:  www.ucop.edu 
 

http://www.ucop.edu/
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College Entrance Exams 

In order to apply to most colleges, you will be required to take an entrance examination.  All 
colleges and universities will accept either the SAT or ACT exam.  You will need to check with the 
college/university that you plan to attend to find out which exam they will accept. 
   

2015-16 SAT TEST DATES 

Test Date Test Registration 
Deadlines 

Late Registration 
Online Deadlines 

October 3 2015 SAT and Subject 
Tests 

September 3, 2015 September 22, 2015 

November 7, 2015 SAT and Subject 
Tests 

October 9, 2015 October 27, 2015 

December 5, 2015 SAT and Subject 
Tests 

November 5, 2015 November 23, 2015 

January 23, 2016 SAT and Subject 
Tests 

December 28, 2015 January 12, 2016 

March 5, 2016* SAT and Subject 
Tests 

February 5, 2016 March 23, 2016 

May 7, 2016 SAT and Subject 
Tests 

April 8, 2016 April 26, 2016 

June 4, 2016 SAT and Subject 
Tests 

May 5, 2016 May 25, 2016 

* Remember the redesigned SAT starts March 2016. 

 
2015-16 ACT TEST DATES 

Test Dates Registration Deadlines Late Registration Deadlines 
September 12, 2015 August 7,  2015 

 
August 8-21 

October 24, 2015 
 

September 18, 2015 Sept. 19-Oct. 2 

December 12, 2015 
 

November 6, 2015 Nov. 7-20 

February 6, 2016 
 

January 8, 2016 Jan. 9-15 

April 9, 2016 
 

March 4, 2016 March 5-18 

June 11, 2016 May 6, 2016 May 7-20 
   
Notes:  SAT/ACT Tests 

 Remember – the December 5, 2015 SAT and December 13, 2015 ACT tests are the last test 
accepted by most CSUs!!!  (Please check CSU deadline date for the college you plan to attend). 

 Fee waivers are available in the counseling department.  See you counselor. 
 SAT Fee Waivers can be used during late registration period. 
 If you used a SAT Fee Waiver, you will receive four college application fee waivers from the College 

Board.  Seniors will receive fee waivers when they receive their SAT scores.  
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CSU Eligibility Index – California Residents 

For admission purposes, the CSU uses only the SAT scores for mathematics and critical reading 

Eligibility Index Table for Residents of California or 
Graduates of California High School 

GPA ACT 

SCORES 

SAT 

SCORES 

GPA ACT 

SCORES 

SAT 

SCORES 

GPA ACT 

SCORES 

SAT 

SCORES 

2.99 10 510 2.66 17 780 2.33 23 1040 
2.98 10 520 2.65 17 780 2.32 23 1050 
2.97 10 530 2.64 17 790 2.31 24 1060 
2.96 11 540 2.63 17 800 2.30 24 1060 
2.95 11 540 2.62 17 810 2.29 24 1070 
2.94 11 550 2.61 18 820 2.28 24 1080 
2.93 11 560 2.60 18 820 2.27 24 1090 
2.92 11 570 2.59 18 830 2.26 25 1100 
2.91 12 580 2.58 18 840 2.25 25 1100 
2.90 12 580 2.57 18 850 2.24 25 1110 
2.89 12 590 2.56 18 860 2.23 25 1120 
2.88 12 600 2.55 19 860 2.22 25 1130 
2.87 12 610 2.54 19 870 2.21 26 1140 
2.86 13 620 2.53 19 880 2.20 26 1140 
2.85 13 620 2.52 19 890 2.19 26 1150 
2.84 13 630 2.51 20 900 2.18 26 1160 
2.83 13 640 2.50 20 900 2.17 26 1170 
2.82 13 650 2.49 20 910 2.16 27 1180 
2.81 14 660 2.48 20 920 2.15 27 1180 
2.80 14 660 2.47 20 930 2.14 27 1190 
2.79 14 670 2.46 21 940 2.13 27 1200 
2.78 14 680 2.45 21 940 2.12 27 1210 
2.77 14 690 2.44 21 950 2.11 28 1220 
2.76 15 700 2.43 21 960 2.10 28 1220 
2.75 15 700 2.42 21 970 2.09 28 1230 
2.74 15 710 2.41 22 980 2.08 28 1240 
2.73 15 720 2.40 22 980 2.07 28 1250 
2.72 15 730 2.39 22 990 2.06 29 1260 
2.71 16 740 2.38 22 1000 2.05 29 1260 
2.70 16 740 2.37 22 1010 2.04 29 1270 
2.69 16 750 2.36 23 1020 2.03 29 1280 
2.68 16 760 2.35 23 1020 2.02 29 1290 
2.67 16 770 2.34 23 1030 2.01 30 1300 
      2.00 30 1300 

Below 2.0 does not qualify for regular admission 
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SAT and ACT Comparison Chart 

ACT 
If you scored… 

SAT 
Critical Reading & Math 

SAT 
Critical Reading, Math & 

Written Test 

36 1600 2400 
35 1560-1590 2340 
34 1510-1550 2260 
33 1460-1500 2190 
32 1410-1450 2130 
31 1360-1400 2040 
30 1320-1350 1980 
29 1280-1310 1920 
28 1240-1270 1860 
27 1210-1230 1820 
26 1170-1200 1760 
25 1130-1160 1700 
24 1090-1120 1650 
23 1060-1080 1590 
22 1020-1050 1530 
21 980-1010 1500 
20 940-970 1410 
19 900-930 1350 
18 860-890 1290 
17 810-850 1210 
16 760-800 1140 
15 710-750 1060 
14 660-700 1000 
13 590-650 900 
12 520-580 780 
11 500-510 750 

Know your SAT/ACT Eligibility Index Score 
 California residents must have a CSU eligibility index of 2900 using the SAT or 694 using the 

ACT.  Calculate your eligibility index by multiplying your High School GPA by 800 and adding 
your combined critical reading and math scores on the SAT Reasoning Test.  Or, if you took the 
ACT, multiply your GPA by 200 and add 10 times the composite score from the ACT.   

 

 CALCULATE YOUR ELIGIBILITY INDEX HERE 

SAT   

(________________x 800) + ___________ +  ___________= ___________________ 
       High School GPA           SAT Reasoning        Math Score    Eligibility Index 

ACT  

(________________X 200) + (10 x _______________) =  _________________ 
    High School GPA                                   ACT Score                    Eligibility Index 
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A-G Requirements for College 

All students planning to apply to UC/CSU must fulfill the “A-G” requirements.  The “A-G” are required 
for admittance to the UC and CSU systems.  All high school grades must be a “C” or higher.  For 
exceptions see section on Frequently Asked Questions About UCs & CSUs. 

 
“A-G” Subject Requirements 

 
9th  10th 11th 12th 

A. History/Social Science (2 years) - World History (1 year) 
and U.S. History (1 year) or one semester of U.S. History and 
one semester of economics or American Government. 

 X X  

B. English (4 years) of college preparatory English composition 
and literature.  (You may include up to 1 year of higher level 
ESL/ELD 5) 

X X X X 

C. Math (3 years) 4 years is recommended, including Algebra 1, 
Geometry, Algebra II, or higher mathematics.  (Courses taken 
in the 7th and 8th grades may be used to fulfill part of this 
requirement if your high school accepts as equivalent to its 
own math courses.) 

X X X  

D. Laboratory Science – (2 years) 1 biological science and 1 
physical science.  3 years recommended. (You may want to 
take physics to fulfill 3rd year of science). 

X X   

E. Foreign Language – (2 years) of the same language.  3 or 
more years recommended.   

X X   

F. Visual and Performing Arts – (1 year) dance, drama, 
theatre, music, ceramics, graphics design, computer 
animation, arch design & drafting, or art (must be single 
year-long course). 

  X  

G. College Preparatory Elective (1 year) – 2 semesters chosen 
from additional A-F courses beyond those used to satisfy the 
requirements above, or courses that have been approved 
solely for use as “G” electives. 

X    

X = Suggested year to take courses. 
 

The UC approved course list for the A-G Requirements can be found on UC Doorways at 

http://doorways.ucop.edu/list.     

Type in  

Institution Name:  Oakland Technical High School 

High school ATP code:  052240 

City:  Oakland 

The list of courses approved for 2015-16 will appear.       

 

http://doorways.ucop.edu/list
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Choosing the Right Fit College 

 Colleges.  Do you want to attend:   
 A.  University of California (UC) _____ 
 B.  California State University (CSU)____  
 C.  Historically Black Colleges & Universities (HBCU)_____   
 D.  Out of State College______  
 E.  Private College/University____   
 F.  California Community College (CCC)______    
 G.  Technical School_____ 
 H.  Trade/Vocational School_____ 

 
 Academics.  Does the school offer the majors, minors that I am interested in?  Do they 

offer study abroad programs?   
 

 Cost to Attend.  Can I afford this school?  What is my Expected Family Contribution 
(EFC)?  How do I apply for financial aid?  Where can I get scholarships? 
 

 Extracurricular Options.  What clubs or organizations are available?  How hard is it to 
join a sports club?  Do they have volunteer opportunities?  Are there opportunities to 
get involved in community activities?   
 

 Housing.  Will I be guaranteed housing?  Are there apartments available on campus?  
Can I afford to live on campus?  Are dorms coed?  What is the housing like? 
 

 Learning Environment?  How large are the classes?  Will I be able to get to know my 
instructor?  What do other students say about the instructors? 
 

 Location.  Do I want to go to a college that is close to home? Do I want to go to college 
in California?  Do I want to go to a college in a large city?   Do I want to go to a college 
with diversity?      
 

 School Spirit.  Is it important to attend a school with a NCAA sports team?  Do I want 
to go to a college that has lots of sports? 
 

 Setting of Campus.  What type of college setting would you prefer:  urban, rural, or 
suburban?   
 

 Size.  Keep in mind that schools come in all sizes.  What size campus is right for you? 
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Narrowing Down Your List of Schools  

 
A safety school is a college that you are certain you will be admitted into, that your family 
can afford even if you do not get significant financial aid, and that you are willing to 
attend. 
 
A target school is a school you really want to attend and matches your admission profile. 
 
A reach school is one that you strongly desire to attend but realize the chances of getting 
accepted are slim. 

 
 
List at least three SAFETY schools:   Application Deadline Date 
1.________________________________________________  _______________________________________ 
2.________________________________________________   _______________________________________ 
3.________________________________________________   _______________________________________ 
 
List at least three TARGET schools:   Application Deadline Date 
1.________________________________________________   _______________________________________ 
2.________________________________________________   _______________________________________ 
3.________________________________________________   _______________________________________ 
 
List at least three REACH schools:   Application Deadline Date 
1.________________________________________________   _______________________________________  
2.________________________________________________   _______________________________________  
3.________________________________________________   _______________________________________ 

 
Additional Tasks: 

 Teacher Recommendation Letter 
 Counselor Recommendation Letter 
 Secondary School Report 
 Mid-year Report 
 Transcript sent 
 Essay Completed 
 Financial Aid form completed 
 CSS Profile completed 
 Letters of acceptance/denial/waitlist received 
 College Notified of Student Intent to Register (SIR) 
 Housing applied for 
 Deposit given if requested 
 Placement tests scheduled 
 Orientation scheduled 
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Estimated Cost of Higher Education   

 

PER YEAR ESTIMATE COLLEGE COSTS  

 California 
Community 
Colleges 

California State 
University 
(CSUs) 

University of 
California (UCs) 

California 
Private 
Colleges (based 
on median 
costs) 

Registration Fees 
and Tuition 

$1,114 - $1,448 $5,963 - $8,742 $13,398 - $15,666 $27,010-
$56,814 

Books and 
Supplies 

$1,788 $1,788 $1,788 $1,788 

Room and Board* $4,400-$11,268 $8,902-$12,816 $11,978-$14,718 $8,775-
$15,950 

Transportation $1,496 $1,496 $1,496 $1,496 

Personal Expenses $3,288 $3,288 $3,288 $3,288 

Total Expenses $12,086 - 
$19,288 

$21,437 - 
$28,130 

$31,948 - 
$36,956 

$42,357 - 
$79,336 

Reference:  2013-2014 SFSU Office of Student Financial Aid.  *Room and Board cost varies depending on-
campus or off-campus housing. 
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College List 

Name of College or 

University  

 

 

I am 

applying 

Reg., EA 

or ED 

This is 

a 

Safety, 

Target, 

or 

Reach 

School? 

Application 

Deadline 

My 

SAT 

Score 

Sent 

Yes/No 

My 

ACT 

Score 

Sent 

Yes/No 

My 

AP 

Score 

(Did 

you 

score 

3, 4, 

or 

5?) 

My EAP 

Score  

Do you 

need to 

take the 

ELM/EPT? 

Date I will 

take my 

exam(s) 

at a CSU 

App. 

Fee 

Paid or 

Fee 

Waiver 

1.         

2. 

 

        

3. 

 

        

4. 

 

        

5. 

 

        

6. 

 

        

7. 

 

        

8. 

 

        

9.         
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Explore On-Line College & Career Tools 

You may already know the colleges that you want to apply to.  You may have taken into 
account the location, programs, and environment.  If you are not sure how to search for a 
college, do a college search assessment which will ask questions that will help you narrow 
down your search.   

 

Apply Map 

Website:  www.applymap.com 

Goal of website:  To provide students with a starting place for potential college options for 

post-secondary pursuits. 

How does it work for students:  First, students create a FREE account from the webpage or 

sign in with their facebook account.  They will then be asked a series of questions to rank 

important parts of the college experience.  They will then be asked additional questions about 

financial and desired locations of study from this information a list of colleges will be 

compiled that align with the needs of the student. 

Strengths: 

 Free 

 Simple 

 Provides a starting point for research 

 Can be used to search the entire country or special places or religion affiliation 

 Provides quick results 

Suggestions for effective use:  

 Researching colleges 

 While developing college lists 

Weakness 

 Not enough identifiers in terms of reach/safety/or target schools 

 Does not provide a comprehensive list 

 

 

http://www.applymap.com/
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College Week Live 

Website:  www.collegeweeklive.com 

Goal of website:  To connect students with colleges and universities in a live, interactive 
environment.   

How does it work for students:  You can sign up for College Week Live for Free.  It is an on-

line college fair that you can enjoy from the comfort of your home.  Search for colleges and 

universities by majors, locations, etc.  Chat with live admissions officers from schools you are 

interested in attending.  Students, counselors, and parents attend College Week Live events.      

Suggestions for effective use:  

 Researching colleges 

 While developing college lists 

Strengths: 

 Free online college fairs with over 300 colleges and universities   

 Research colleges and universities in one place 

 Virtual exhibits hall of colleges and universities 

 Chat live with college admissions officers and students 

 Live streaming video presentations 

 Real time Q&A with admission and financial aid officers 

 Scholarship Information 

 Resource center for students 

 Save on time and travel costs 

Weakness 

 High speed internet connection required 

  

http://www.collegeweeklive.com/
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California Colleges 

 “The Official Source for College and Career Planning in California” 

Website:  www.californiacolleges.edu 

Goal of website:  To provide information about public and private colleges in California and 

about colleges nationwide.   

Population:  Individuals who are looking for higher education opportunities will benefit from 

this site.   

How does it work for students:  This site is a one-stop location for getting information and 

resources on colleges and universities.  Log-on and create an account.  Connecting to a school’s 

website is easy and convenient.  In addition, there are tools in “Exploring Colleges,” 

“Comparison View” and “Campus Facts” that make it easy to find the right college that meets 

your needs.   Also, you can “Apply for Admission” to California Community Colleges, California 

State Universities, and University of California all from one site.  

Strengths: 

 No fee to use site’s services 

 Get information about colleges nationwide 

 Prepare for the SAT and ACT using free tool 

 Explore career options 

 Student Career Matching -Assessment 

 Create a financial aid plan 

Suggestions for effective use: 

 While looking for the best fit college 
 Researching financial aid and cost of colleges 
 Looking for admissions requirements for colleges 
 Estimating for housing costs, room and board, and books and fees 
 Before making the final college decision 

 

 

 

 

http://www.californiacolleges.edu/
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Free College Fly-In or Diversity Programs 

According to “College Greenlight” there four major reasons to participate in a college fly-in or diversity 

program.  Most of these programs are offered by liberal arts colleges that want students to become 

acquainted with campus life, academics, and community surrounding school.  They reach out to low-

income, first-generation, underrepresented, and high achieving students and give them a chance to 

visit the college and have their travel expenses paid.  Here are some of the advantages: 

1) Allow students to stay overnight in a door and tour campus. 

2) Sit in an actual college class where you will become acquainted with teaching style of 

instructors. 

3) Get to know the campus culture and community.   

4) Invited students have the benefit of being selected which may lead to scholarships and 

meetings with admission staff.    

“Get Me To College” provides a wide range of college advise for low-income, first generation, college-
bound students.  This website has a good link to free diversity college visits.   
http://getmetocollege.org/hs/2015-free-diversity-college-visits 
 
Here is a list compiled by Andrew Wilson of free fly-in programs: 

 

School Name Location Websites 

Amherst College 
Amherst, 
Massachusetts https://www.amherst.edu/admission/diversity/divoh  

Barnard College  NYC http://barnard.edu/node/6934  

Bates College Lewiston, Maine http://www.bates.edu/admission/prologue/  

Bowdoin College Brunswick, Main http://www.bowdoin.edu/admissions/explore/  

Brandeis 
University 

Waltham, 
Massachusetts http://www.brandeis.edu/admissions/seed/  

Carleton College 
Northfield, 
Minnesota https://www.admissions.carleton.edu/register/TOCfly  

Carnegie Mellon 
University 

Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania 

http://admission.enrollment.cmu.edu/pages/celebration-of-diversity-
weekend  

Colby College 
Waterville, 
Maine http://www.colby.edu/admissions_cs/visit/ec/  

Colgate 
University 

Hamilton, New 
York 

http://www.colgate.edu/admission-financial-aid/visit-
colgate/multicultural-open-house  

Colorado College 
Colorado 
Springs, CO 

http://www.coloradocollege.edu/admission/introduceyourself/visit/m
ulticulturalopenhouse/  

Connecticut 
College New London, CT http://www.conncoll.edu/explore-weekend/ 
Dartmouth 
College 

Hanover, New 
Hampshire http://www.dartmouth.edu/~nap/flyin/  

Davidson College 
Davidson, North 
Carolina 

http://www.davidson.edu/admission-and-financial-aid/plan-a-
visit/open-house-programs/multicultural-visitation-program 

Franklin and 
Marshall College 

Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania 

https://apply.fandm.edu/register/cls-summit 
 
 

http://getmetocollege.org/hs/2015-free-diversity-college-visits
https://www.amherst.edu/admission/diversity/divoh
http://barnard.edu/node/6934
http://www.bates.edu/admission/prologue/
http://www.bowdoin.edu/admissions/explore/
http://www.brandeis.edu/admissions/seed/
https://www.admissions.carleton.edu/register/TOCfly
http://admission.enrollment.cmu.edu/pages/celebration-of-diversity-weekend
http://admission.enrollment.cmu.edu/pages/celebration-of-diversity-weekend
http://www.colby.edu/admissions_cs/visit/ec/
http://www.colgate.edu/admission-financial-aid/visit-colgate/multicultural-open-house
http://www.colgate.edu/admission-financial-aid/visit-colgate/multicultural-open-house
http://www.coloradocollege.edu/admission/introduceyourself/visit/multiculturalopenhouse/
http://www.coloradocollege.edu/admission/introduceyourself/visit/multiculturalopenhouse/
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~nap/flyin/
https://apply.fandm.edu/register/cls-summit
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School Name Location Websites 
George 
Washington 
University Washington, DC 

http://undergraduate.admissions.gwu.edu/open-houses-celebrating-
diversity-and-inclusion  

Grinnell College Grinnell, Iowa http://www.grinnell.edu/admission/visit/gdpp  

Hamilton College 
Clinton, New 
York http://www.hamilton.edu/admission/diversityovernight  

Harvey Mudd 
College Claremont, CA http://newwww.hmc.edu/admission/fast/  

Kalamazoo 
College 

Kalamazoo, 
Michigan  http://www.kzoo.edu/admission/visiting/multicultural-program/  

Kenyon College Gambier, Ohio http://www.kenyon.edu/visit-kenyon/admissions-events/#x29219  

Lehigh 
University 

Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania http://www4.lehigh.edu/admissions/undergrad/visit/dap.aspx  

Lewis and Clark 
College 

Portland, 
Oregon 

https://college.lclark.edu/offices/admissions/multicultural_recruitmen
t/lead/  

Middlebury 
College 

Middlebury, 
Vermont http://www.middlebury.edu/admissions/visit/programs  

Mount Holyoke 
College 

South Hadley, 
Massachusetts https://www.mtholyoke.edu/admission/visit/diversity  

Oberlin College Oberlin, Ohio http://new.oberlin.edu/arts-and-sciences/admissions/mvp/  

Occidental 
College Los Angeles, CA 

http://www.oxy.edu/admission-aid/connect-us/guidance-college-
counselors/fall-mvp  

Pitzer College Claremont, CA http://pitweb.pitzer.edu/admission/diversity-program/ 

Pomona College Claremont, CA 
http://www.pomona.edu/admissions/diversity/msap-fall-
weekend.aspx  

Reed College 
Portland, 
Oregon http://www.reed.edu/apply/mrec/details.html  

Scripps College Claremont, CA http://www.scrippscollege.edu/admission/discoverscripps 

Smith College 
Northampton, 
Massachusetts http://www.smith.edu/admission/wod/  

Swathmore 
College  

Swathmore, 
Pennsylvania 

http://www.swarthmore.edu/admissions-and-aid/discover-
swarthmore.xml  

The University of 
Vermont 

Burlington, 
Vermont 

http://www.uvm.edu/admissions/undergraduate/visiting/?Page=disco
ver.html  

Trinity College 
Hartford, 
Connecticut 

http://www.trincoll.edu/StudentLife/Diversity/Preview/Pages/default
.aspx 

Tufts University 
Medford, 
Massachusetts https://tac.admissions.tufts.edu/  

Wellesley College 
Wellesley, 
Massachusetts http://www.wellesley.edu/admission/falltravelgrant  

Wesleyan 
University 

Middletown, 
Connecticut https://admission.wesleyan.edu/register/TAP2014  

Whitman College 
Walla Walla, 
Washington http://www.whitman.edu/admission/visit/visit-scholarship-program  

Williams College 
Williamstown, 
Massachusetts https://williams-uga.edu.185r.net/survey/?id=104  

 

 

http://undergraduate.admissions.gwu.edu/open-houses-celebrating-diversity-and-inclusion
http://undergraduate.admissions.gwu.edu/open-houses-celebrating-diversity-and-inclusion
http://www.grinnell.edu/admission/visit/gdpp
http://www.hamilton.edu/admission/diversityovernight
http://newwww.hmc.edu/admission/fast/
http://www.kzoo.edu/admission/visiting/multicultural-program/
http://www.kenyon.edu/visit-kenyon/admissions-events/#x29219
http://www4.lehigh.edu/admissions/undergrad/visit/dap.aspx
https://college.lclark.edu/offices/admissions/multicultural_recruitment/lead/
https://college.lclark.edu/offices/admissions/multicultural_recruitment/lead/
http://www.middlebury.edu/admissions/visit/programs
https://www.mtholyoke.edu/admission/visit/diversity
http://new.oberlin.edu/arts-and-sciences/admissions/mvp/
http://www.oxy.edu/admission-aid/connect-us/guidance-college-counselors/fall-mvp
http://www.oxy.edu/admission-aid/connect-us/guidance-college-counselors/fall-mvp
http://www.pomona.edu/admissions/diversity/msap-fall-weekend.aspx
http://www.pomona.edu/admissions/diversity/msap-fall-weekend.aspx
http://www.reed.edu/apply/mrec/details.html
http://www.smith.edu/admission/wod/
http://www.swarthmore.edu/admissions-and-aid/discover-swarthmore.xml
http://www.swarthmore.edu/admissions-and-aid/discover-swarthmore.xml
http://www.uvm.edu/admissions/undergraduate/visiting/?Page=discover.html
http://www.uvm.edu/admissions/undergraduate/visiting/?Page=discover.html
http://www.trincoll.edu/StudentLife/Diversity/Preview/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.trincoll.edu/StudentLife/Diversity/Preview/Pages/default.aspx
https://tac.admissions.tufts.edu/
http://www.wellesley.edu/admission/falltravelgrant
https://admission.wesleyan.edu/register/TAP2014
http://www.whitman.edu/admission/visit/visit-scholarship-program
https://williams-uga.edu.185r.net/survey/?id=104
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University of California (UC) 

University of California (UC) - There are 10 UC’s (9 undergrad campuses):  Berkeley, 
Davis, San Francisco, Irvine, Santa Barbara, Los Angeles, Merced, Santa Cruz, San Diego, 
and Riverside.  (Note:  UC San Francisco is a medical center and currently is not providing 
bachelor degrees). 

University of California need: 
 Completion of the “A-G” requirements. 
 A completed SAT or ACT Test. 
 A minimum GPA of 3.00.  (Most campuses will need a higher GPA.  Look at the 

admissions requirements for the campus you are interested in.) 
 Two personal statements, 1000 words maximum. 

 
Programs and Curriculum 
 Various majors and programs 
 Pre-Professional 
 Bachelor’s degree & Master’s degree 
 Doctorate & Professional degree 
 
How to Apply to the University of California   
Information in this section can be found at: www.universityofcalifornia.edu/apply. 

 The University of California campuses will accept applications online between 
November 1 and November 30, 2015.  It is important to note that the online system 
becomes extremely busy at the end of November and we recommend you get your 
applications submitted before Thanksgiving. 

 New - UC Berkeley has adopted a new freshman admission policy for students 
entering in the Fall  2016.  This is not on the UC application.  Not all students will be 
required to submit two letters of recommendation.  Those that are invited will 
receive a request in their email from the admission’s office as a supplement to their 
application.  Letters of recommendation will be accepted from a teacher and 
someone else that can speak to academic performance.  All letters will be due by 
January 1, 2016.  UC Berkeley is the only UC accepting letters of recommendations.   
Go to: http://ad.missions.berkeley.edu/freshmanpolicy for more information. 

 Great Information is available for students interested in applying to the University 
of California.  The website: www.universityofcalifornia.edu/admissions includes a 
calculator that will help you learn about your eligibility and links to the individual 
campuses, as well as the online application.   

 The University of California requires students to submit the record of an SAT 
Reasoning Test or an ACT Test with Writing.  SAT Subject Tests aren’t required, 
but they’re recommended for certain selective majors.  You can have your 
official score report sent to one UC campus, and all campuses you apply to will 
receive it.  Freshman applicants for fall 2016 must arrange to have official score 
report sent by December 2015.  UC accepts the highest total SAT score from a single 

http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/apply
http://ad.missions.berkeley.edu/freshmanpolicy
http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/admissions
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test date.  UC does not mix sub scores from multiple test dates, as many colleges 
will.  Students must also officially submit those scores through The College Board 
website or ACT student website, or by listing those UC campuses on their online 
registrations for those tests.   

 
Your Personal Statement  

 YouTube videos that discuss the Personal Statements  overview: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h42hKKklwJM&feature=youtu.be 

 Write and edit well ahead of the time you wish to complete your UC application.  
Your personal statement is an opportunity for you to tell them about your hopes, 
dreams, and aspirations.   

 Instruction and Prompts for the UC - Personal Statement 
 Respond to both prompts, using a maximum of 1,000 words total. 
 You may allocate the word count as you wish.  If you choose to respond to one 

prompt at greater length, we suggest your shorter answer be no less than 250 
words. 

 Stay within the word limit as closely as you can.   

Prompt #1 
 UC Personal Statement Prompt 1:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Py-5bYvEJwc&feature=youtu.be 
 “Describe the world you come from – for example, your family, community or 

school – and tell us how your world has shaped your dreams and inspiration.” 
 

Prompt #2 
 UC Personal Statement Prompt 2:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z4xlKveoLC8&feature=youtu.be 
 “Tell us about a personal quality, talent, accomplishment, contribution or 

experience that is important to you.  What about this quality or accomplishment 
makes you proud and how does it relate to the person you are?”  

 
Additional Comments 
 UC Personal Statement Additional Comments:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qlnx8-eu2nk&feature=youtu.be 
 “Use this space – up to 550 words – to talk about anything that you want them 

to know about you that you don’t have the opportunity to describe elsewhere in 
the application.” 

U.C. Admission Selection Factors 
 Academic grade point average in all completed “A-G” courses, including 

additional points for completed University-certified honors courses.  The UC 
GPA is calculated using all grades in the sophomore and junior years except 
non-academic courses.   

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h42hKKklwJM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Py-5bYvEJwc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z4xlKveoLC8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qlnx8-eu2nk&feature=youtu.be
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 Scores on the ACT Assessment plus Writing or SAT Reasoning Test.  The 
UC does not accept Math Level 1 Subject Tests to meet this requirement. 

 Number, content of and performance in academic courses beyond the 
minimum “a-g” requirements.   

 Number of and performance in University-approved honors courses and 
Advanced Placement, and transferable college courses. 

 Identification by UC as being ranked in the top 9% percent of your high 
school class at the end of your junior year (“eligible in the local context”). 

 Quality of your senior-year program, as measured by the type and 
number of academic courses in progress or planned. 

 Quality of your academic performance relative to the educational 
opportunities available in your high school. 

 Outstanding performance in one or more academic subject areas. 
 Outstanding work in one or more special projects in any academic field 

of study. 
 Recent, marked improvement in academic performance, as 

demonstrated by your academic GPA and the quality of coursework 
completed or in progress. 

 Special talents, achievements and awards in a particular field, such as 
visual and performing arts, communication or athletic endeavors; special 
skills, such as demonstrated written and oral proficiency in other 
languages; special interests, experience that demonstrate unusual 
promise for leadership, such as significant community service or 
significant participation in student government; or other significant 
experiences or achievements that demonstrate your promise for 
contributing to the intellectual vitality of a campus. 

 Completion of special projects undertaken in the context of your high 
school curriculum or in conjunction with special school events, projects 
or programs. 

 Academic accomplishments in light of your life experience and special 
circumstances. 

 Location of your secondary school and residence. 

Reference:  UC Website  
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California State Universities (CSU) 

California State University (CSU) – There are 23 CSUs in California all over the State of 

California.  CSU’s provide a liberal arts education.  They teach students how to read, write, 

think critically, and solve problems.  CSU’s prepare students to go into the job market 

directly with a Bachelor’s Degree.  Students can go direly into a job with a Bachelor of 

Business, Bachelor of Criminal Justice, and Bachelor of Social Work, etc.  Also, CSU’s 

prepare students for public administration, life science & agriculture.  In addition, CSU’s 

prepare students for professional schools.  CSU’s get students ready to move onto a pre-

law degree, pre-medical degree, pre-pharmacy, pre-veterinary, and pre-dentistry.  CSU’s 

have prepared teachers for the State of California ever since San Jose State opened its 

doors in 1867.  CSU’s provide programs at the master’s level at all campuses.  There are 16 

joint satellite programs offered at various locations.  CSU’s provide a lot of internships, 

fieldwork and community service opportunities for students so that when they graduate 

from CSU campuses they will have “hands-on” experience.  In other words, they will have a 

diploma in one hand and resume started in the other.  CSU’s have a lot of student support 

services to help with academic endeavors.  Non-traditional students find CSU’s to be very 

convenient because you can be a part-time student, full-time student, and take classes in 

the evening.  All campuses have a diverse student body.   Information provided in 2013 CSU 

Conference.    

CSU Check List: 
 Completion of the “A-G” requirements 
 A minimum GPA of 2.00.  (Most campuses need higher GPA.  Look at the admission 

requirements for the campus you are interested in if the major is impacted. 
 Many CSUs will request 7th semester grades (1st semester of senior year). 
 CSUs are looking for 10th, 11th, and 12th grades GPA.   Students will not have their 

12th grade GPA when they first apply.   CSU’s will only be looking at the 10th and 11th 
grades GPA.  Students will be conditionally admitted with their 10th and 11th grade 
GPA’s.  But, they will look at 12th grade GPA with the final transcript is submitted.       

 Know your social security number 
 Credit card information for payment 
 Know you Statewide Student ID 
 CSUs do not count D’s or F’s if they are repeated with the exact same class with a 

better grade.  They will give honor points up to eight semesters for honors and 
advanced 11th or 12th grade content.       

 You should take the SAT and/or ACT multiple times.  San Jose State, Cal Poly San 
Luis Obispo, and San Diego State University would like the November test.  For 
everyone else, December is the last test date.  When you take the SAT or ACT and 
depending on the score you receive, they may be able to waive your ELM and EPT.  
If you end up with a high enough score on your critical reading or the math.  CSU’s 
do not look at the writing.  CSU’s will take the highest partial score.  They will mix 
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and match your test scores.  So, report your test scores on the application and they 
will be uploaded electronically to the CSUs.  

 Save money and tell the testing agency to send your SAT scores to all the CSU 
campuses by using the code 3594.  To send your ACT score, go to Scores Manager 
on the www.csumentor website which allows you to release ACT scores to 
additional campuses for free.  Before you can use the ACT Scores Manager, you 
must first arrange to have scores sent to the CSU campuses.  

 
 

Small Campuses Medium Size Campuses Large Campuses 
Bakersfield Chico Fullerton 
Channel Islands Dominquez Hills Long Beach 
Humboldt East Bay Northridge 
Maritime Fresno Sacramento 
Monterey Bay Los Angeles San Diego 
San Marcos Pomona San Francisco 
Sonoma San Bernardino San Jose 
Stanislaus San Luis Obispo  

 
 

CSU Mentor 

Fill out the application online at (http://www.csumentor.edu). 
1) CSU Mentor is the CSU’s on-line website.  It is full of information about the 23 CSU 

campuses.  When you go on the website, you will see six (6) red and white tabs 
across the top of the page:  What is CSU Mentor, Explore Campuses, and Plan for 
College, Apply Online, Financial Aid, and Ask an Expert.  This website is updated 
every year.  CSU Mentor is FREE and available 24/7.       

 
2) You only have to send your SAT scores to one location, and these will be “shared” 

by all the campuses.  Send your SAT scores to code 3594.  Check CSU Mentor for 
instructions on sharing your ACT scores. 

 
Where else can you get information about each of the CSU campuses?  www.CalState.edu 
website.  On the menu to the left there is an entry call campuses.  Click on that and the 23 
campuses come up.  Find the campus you want to explore and click that and it will take you to 
their website. 
 

  

http://www.csumentor/
http://www.csumentor.edu/
http://www.calstate.edu/
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Check Your Early Assessment Program Results (EAP) 

The Early Assessment Program (EAP) measures your math and English skills at the end of your junior 
year to let you know in advance if you are ready for college level work. You will receive an EAP status 
at the beginning of your senior year informing you whether or not you are ready to enroll in for-credit 
math and English college courses at a California State University (CSU) and California Community 
College (CCC).  If you are not ready, you can take advantage of your senior year to prepare for the CSU.  
You can find your EAP Test Results Online http://www.csuenglishsuccess.org/eap_results   beginning 
in August of your senior year.   

The Three (3) EAP Designations 
 Ready for CSU College Level 

 English and/or math courses 
 

 Ready Conditional for CSU 
 English and/or math courses 
 

 Not yet demonstrating College Readiness 
 English and/or math courses 
If your EAP status is “Ready Conditional,” this means that you must demonstrate college readiness in 
your senior year by taking certain courses in math and English.  You may receive an exemption if your 
SAT scores, ACT scores, AP scores, or completion of a college transferable course meets CSU 
requirements.  The chart below shows how you can demonstrate college readiness in math and 
English.  

 “READY CONDITIONAL” 
provided successful completion in senior year of either: 

Entry Level Math (ELM) English Placement Test (EPT) 
Completion of a CSU-approved 12th grade math 
course that has a prerequisite of Algebra II or 
higher and earning a C (not a C-) or higher for 
both semesters. 

AP ENGLISH 

A score of 550 or above on the SAT Subject Test 
in Mathematics (level 1 or level 2). 

Honors English 

A score of 550 or above on the Mathematics 
Section of the College Board SAT Reasoning 
Test. 

Approved English Course - Expository Reading 
and Writing Course (ERWC) taught  by an ERWC 
certified teacher.  

A score of 23 or above on the ACT Mathematics 
Test. 

A score of 500 or above on the critical reading 
section on the SAT. 

A score of 3 or above on the College Board 
Advanced Placement Statistics examination. 

A score of 22 or above on the ACT English Test. 

Completion and transfer to CSU of a college 
course that satisfies the requirement in 
Quantitative Reasoning. 

A score of 3 or above on either the Language 
and Composition or Composition and Literature 
examination of the College Board Scholastic 
Advanced Placement Program. 

Students not enrolled in a math class can 
complete an E-Learning course through CSU: 
www.csumathsuccess.org/elearning.  (Cost $45, 
fee waiver available) 

Completion and transfer to CSU of the credits 
for a college course that satisfies the CSU 
General Education requirement in English 
Composition, provided such a course was 
completed with a grade of C or better. 

 Source:  http://www.calstate.edu/sas/ept-elm-exemptions.shtml 

http://www.csuenglishsuccess.org/eap_results
http://www.csumathsuccess.org/elearning
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Not Yet Demonstrated Readiness 
“It’s Your Future Take Charge.”  If you have been conditionally accepted into a CSU and not 
demonstrated readiness to take college-level English and mathematic courses, you will have to 
take the English Placement Test (EPT) and/or the Entry Level Mathematics (ELM).  You 
should begin to prepare now!  You can go online at www.csusuccess.org to prepare for these 
tests.      
  
EPT and ELM Examination 
Most students will have to take the English Placement Test (EPT) and the Entry-Level 
Mathematics Test (ELM) before they can enroll in the California State University (CSU).  

English Placement Test (EPT) - The English Placement Test (EPT) is designed to assess the 
level of reading and writing skills of students entering the California State University.  

 Students who score 147 or above on the EPT will be placed in college-level English 
composition classes.   

 
Entry Level Mathematics (ELM) Examination - The Entry Level Mathematics (ELM) 
Examination is designed to assess and measure the level of mathematics skills acquired 
through three years of rigorous college preparatory mathematics coursework (algebra I and 
II, Geometry) of students entering the California State University (CSU). 

 Students who score 50 or above on the ELM will be placed in college-level mathematics 
classes.  

EPT/ELM Costs- $18.00 per test or $36.00 for both tests. 

Test Dates - Students may take the EPT, ELM or both at a CSU East Bay or a campus near 
where you plan to enroll.  Please sign-up to take the EPT, ELM on later than March 2015 if 
you are planning on enrolling for classes in the Fall. 

The CSU Early Start Program requires students who do not perform well on the tests, or are 
not exempt by other means, to strengthen their English and/or math skills the summer before 
enrolling in the freshman year. Students who score below 138 on the EPT and below 50 on the 
ELM will be required to participate in Early Start Program. For further information regarding 
Early Start, contact the CSU campus that you plan on attending or visit 
www.csusuccess.org/earlystart.    Information provided by Claudia Quezada of CSU East Bay. 
  

http://www.csusuccess.org/
http://www.csusuccess.org/earlystart
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Frequently Asked Questions About UC and CSU Requirements 

GENERAL QUESTIONS  

Q. Is there a limit to the number of extra points from UC-certified honors courses that can 

be added to the UC GPA? 

A. Yes, students may earn up to four years (eight semesters) of honors points of which a 

maximum of two years (four semesters) of extra honors points can be earned in grade 

10.  Grades of D or F are not assigned an extra point. 

Q. Can I submit my application to a UC after November 30? 

A. UC - UCs will not accept applications after 11/30. 

 

MATHEMATICS 

Q. What math course validates a D/F in the first semester? 

A. CSU & UC - A grade of C or better in the second semester of a mathematics course 

 validates a D/F in the first semester. 

 

Q. What course will validate algebra? 

A. CSU & UC - A grade of C or better in statistics will validate only Algebra 1 and 

 Algebra II, not geometry. 

 

Q. What higher level course validates a lower level course? 

A. CSU & UC - A grade of C or better in Trigonometry or Pre-calculus validates the 

 entire  high school college preparatory requirement.  

 (Note:  Beginning with the fall 2015 application cycle, students applying to UC may 

 not validate the omission of the subject requirement for a geometry course.) 

 

LANGUES OTHER THAN ENGLISH (LOTE) 

 

Q. Does one semester of a language other than English taken at a college/university 

satisfy one of UC’s LOTE requirement? 

A. CSU & UC - In many cases, the first semester of a transferable language course will 

meet the entire two-year Language Other Than English (“e”) subject requirement.  If 

the college’s catalog clearly states that the prerequisite for taking the second semester 

of the language is successful completion of two years of the same language in high 

school, then the first semester course in which a grade of C or higher is earned will 

fulfill the “e” requirement. 
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Q. What LOTE course will validate a D/F in the first and second semester? 

A. CSU & UC - A grade of C or better in a higher-level course validates a lower-level 

 course. 

Q. Can a higher-level LOTE course validate the appropriate number of years based on 

 the level? 

A. CSU & UC - A college course can validate a high school LOTE course.  The level of 

 validation depends on the college course prerequisite and description.  Refer to the 

 CCC “A-G” course list and review the “Category” column. 

 

CHEMISTRY 

 

Q. Can a C or higher validate a D/F grade in chemistry? 

A. CSU – A grade of C or better in the second semester of chemistry will validate a D in 

 the first semester. 

UC – A grade of C or better in the second semester of chemistry will not validate a D  in 

the first semester.  UC does not allow the validation of chemistry. 

 

 

COLLEGE ENTRANCE EXAMS 

 

Q. Will my UC application be affected if I can’t take my SAT/ACT Exam until the first week 

of December? 

A. UCs will consider SAT/ACT scores from test taken through the first week of December, 

but you must request that your scores be sent to UC directly from the ACT Assessment 

or the Educational Testing Services (ETS).  ACTs/SATs taken after that date will not 

reach us in time to be included in the selection process for admission. 

 

Reference:  UC Admissions:  The Requirements and The Process 
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California Community Colleges 

1. California Community Colleges (CCC) - There are 112 CCC’s in California of which 10 
are in the Bay Area:  Merritt, College of Alameda, Laney, Berkeley City College, Contra 
Costa College, Los Medanos, Diablo Valley, San Francisco City College, and Ohlone 
College.  Online information can be found at www.cccco.edu.  Click the “Community 
Colleges” tab to get general information and find links to individual colleges. 

California Community Colleges Requirements: 
 The student must be 18 years of age, or be a high school graduate.  A GED or 

California High School Proficiency Exam is acceptable. 
 No Application fee 
 Students may be required to take a Math Assessment Test and an English 

Assessment Test.  These tests are given at the community Colleges. 
 
Programs and Curriculum 
 Fulfill transfer courses requirements for first two years of bachelor’s degree 
 Vocational programs leading to certificates and licenses 
 Basic Skills and English as a Second Language 
 Enrichment and job skills classes 

 
How to Apply to the California Community Colleges 
1) You need to apply to the community college of your choice.  Go to www.cccco.edu.  

Click on “Find a College” to get a list of all 112 community colleges.   
2) Download the California community college application for the school you are 

interested in.  You can apply online with each school’s website or go to 
www.cccapply.org.  There is no application fee. 

 

California Community Colleges with Dorms Highlight 

There are several California Community Colleges with dorms.  California Community 
college bound students can also enjoy the college experience of living in a dorm, 
sharing a room, having a common laundry space, television area, game room, and all 
the amenities of university level living.  Dorm cost varies depending on campus 
location and fees.  Visit website:  www.californiacolleges.edu for easy access to college 

websites. 

 Feather River College, Quincy, CA – www.frc.edu 
 Lassen College, Susanville, CA – www.lasencollege.edu 
 College of the Redwoods, Eureka, CA-www.redwoods.edu 
 Reedley College, Reedley, CA- www.reedleycolleges.edu 
 Shasta College, Redding, CA – www.shastacollege.edu 
 Sierra College, Rocklin, CA-www.sierracollege.edu 
 College of the Siskiyous, Weed, CA- www.siskiyous.edu/lodges  

http://www.cccco.edu/
http://www.cccco.edu/
http://www.cccapply.org/
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/jacqueline.johnson/My%20Documents/www.californiacolleges.edu
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/jacqueline.johnson/My%20Documents/www.frc.edu
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/jacqueline.johnson/My%20Documents/www.lasencollege.edu
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/jacqueline.johnson/My%20Documents/www.redwoods.edu
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/jacqueline.johnson/My%20Documents/www.reedleycolleges.edu
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/jacqueline.johnson/My%20Documents/www.shastacollege.edu
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/jacqueline.johnson/My%20Documents/www.sierracollege.edu
http://www.siskiyous.edu/lodges
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Certificate Programs at Peralta Community Colleges 

Laney College Merritt College Berkeley City College College of Alameda 

Architectural & Engineering 

Technology 

 

Banking & Finance 

 

Bio manufacturing 

 

Business: 

 Accounting 

 Banking & Finance 

 Business Admin. 

 Business Info. Sys. 

 Entrepreneurship 

 Management & 

Supervision 

 Marketing & Sales 

 Retail Management 

 

Carpentry 

 

Computer Information 

System 

 Game Development 

 Internet Dev & 

Programming 

 

Construction Management 

Cosmetology 

Culinary Arts 

Environmental Control  

 

Technology 

 Residential & Light 

Commercial HVAC & 

R Refrigeration 

Technology 

 

Graphic Arts 

Labor Studies 

Machine Technology 

Management & Supervision 

Media Communication 

Photography 

Welding Technology/Wood 

Technology 

Admin. Of Justice: 

 Corrections 

 Police Science 

 

Business: 

 Accounting 

 Administrative Assist. 

 Admin. Office Sys. 

 Business Info. 

Processing 

 General Business 

 Legal Office Assist. 

 Office Administrator 

 Retail Clerk 

 

Child Development 

 Assist. Teacher 

 Associate Teacher 

 Early Intervention 

 Violence Intervention 

& Counseling 

 

Community Social Services 

Computer Information 

Systems 

Emergency Medical 

Technical I 

Fire Science 

Health Professions & 

Occupations 

Human Services 

Landscape Horticulture 

Medical Assisting 

 

Nurse Aid 

 Certified Nurse 

Assist/Home Health 

Aide 

 

Nutrition & Dietetics 

Paralegal Studies 

Radiologic Science 

Real Estate 

Recreation & Leisure 

Service 

Vocational Nursing 

American Sign Language 

Biotechnology 

Accounting 

Business Administration 

Business-Office Tech. 

Computer Info. System 

Social Services 

Paraprofessional 

Travel/Tourism Industry 

Cruise Industry 

Apparel Design & 

Merchandising 

 

Auto Body and Paint: 

 Auto Body 

 Auto Paint 

 

Automotive Technology: 

 Engine Performance 

 Chassis and Drive train 

 Chassis Specialist 

 Engine Repair 

Specialist 

 Automotive Electronics 

Specialist 

 Drive train Specialist 

 Light-Duty Auto Repair 

 

Aviation Maintenance: 

 Airframe 

 Power plant 

 

Business: 

 Accounting 

 Business Admin. 

 General Office 

 Legal Secretary 

 Office Admin. 

 Small Business Adm. 

 Word Processor 

 

Computer Info. System 

 Cisco Networking 

Academy 

 Desktop Support 

 Programming 

 

Dental Assistant 

Diesel Mechanics 

Human Development Svc. 
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Private Colleges 

Private Colleges - There are 76 members in the Association of California 
Independent Colleges and Universities (AICCU); In the Bay Area there are several 
colleges:  Mills College, Saint Mary’s College of California, Holy Names University, 
Samuel Merritt College, Stanford University, University of Santa Clara, University of 
the Pacific, University of San Francisco and Dominican University. 

Private Colleges requirements:   
1) Most private colleges use the Common Application.  USC and others have their own 

application so please go to the school’s website to find out what application you 
should use. 

2) Follow the A-G requirements for UC/CSUs and take as many challenging courses 
offered at Tech that you can handle. 

3) Some colleges are test optional, but, you should check their website to see if you 
need to complete the SAT or ACT tests. 

4) The GPA requirements vary for most colleges.  When you consider a college, check 
to see if your GPA is within the middle range.  If it is, your GPA should be ok. 

5) Some colleges want you to do a personal essay.  Your personal essay should be in 
your own voice and it is your chance to tell your story.  

6) Letter of recommendation – Most colleges require you to get a letter of 
recommendation from your counselor and two from teachers.  Make sure that you 
request a recommendation letter in enough time so that your teachers will be able 
to do a good job. 

7) Specialized programs may request addition supplemental application. 
 

Tuition and Fees: 
California Resident Fees and/or Tuition (excluding room and board).  Approximately $23,000 - 
$35,000 per year + books and supplies. 
 
Programs and Curriculum 
 Various majors and academic programs are offered at each campus.  Check college websites 

or catalogues. 
 
How to Apply to Private Colleges 
1. Application.  You need to apply to private colleges using the application provided on their 

websites.  Most private colleges use the Common Application or the Universal Application.  
To apply using the Common Application, go to www.commonapp.org.  To apply using the 
Universal Application, go to www.universalcollegeapp.com. Some colleges will request 
additional information called a Supplemental Application.  Each college requires a separate 
application. 

2. Member Requirement Grid.  A useful link on the Common Application website is the 
“Member Requirement Grid.”  This grid lists when your application is due, how many 
teacher recommendations are needed, what standardized tests are required, if the college 
requires a School Report, a Mid-Year Report, a Final Transcript Report, whether 
supplements, and the application fee for each college.  Another useful website is Story2 
College Essay Planer (www.story2.com), where you can search colleges, essay prompts, 
SAT scores, and application deadlines. 

http://www.commonapp.org/
http://www.universalcollegeapp.com/
http://www.story2.com/
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3.  Letters of Recommendation.  Most Private Colleges ask for letters of recommendation.  
You can find the Teacher Recommendation Form on the Common Application website, 
under the tab “Download Forms.”  You will need at least one and possibly two, preferably 
from teachers in different disciplines.  Fill them out online and print them out.  Teachers 
can do this online.  Use the Counselor’s Recommendation Form.  It will help you clarify your 
thoughts about your accomplishments and help very busy teachers write better 
recommendations. 

4. Envelopes with Recommendation Forms.  When you give your counselor and teachers 
the request for a recommendation form, make sure you provide stamped, addressed 
envelopes for each college you are applying to (if you applying by mail – most are 
electronic). 

5. Reports.  The Common Application will ask for a School Report, a Mid-Year Report, and a 
Final Report.  These should go to your counselor.  You can give the Secondary Report and 
Mid-Year Report forms at the same time.  The Secondary Report will include the 
recommendation from the Counselor, a School Profile detailing Oakland Technical High 
School as an accredited school, and an official transcript up to the senior year.  When the 7th 
semester grades come out, the Mid-Year Report will be sent along with a new official 
transcript with the 1st semester of the senior year attached.  Only give the Final Report 
form to the schools you have been accepted to and consider enrolling in. 

6. Completing the Application.  To complete the application, you will need the following 
information: 

 Your transcript to self-report grades.  You can get your official and unofficial 
transcript from Ms. Conocono, recorder, room 120. 

 Your SAT or ACT test scores.  You must send them electronically.  The testing 
companies do not send score unless you request to have them sent.  To send the 
SAT Test scores and SAT Subject Test scores, go to www.collegeboard.com/student.  
To send your ACT scores, go to www.act.org.  

 Your social security number, if you have one. 
 The credit card you will be using to pay the admission fees.  (Fee waivers are 

offered to low income students.) 
 The major you wish to apply to (if you have identified one) at each of your selected 

schools, and any special supplemental material you need. 
 
The Common Application Essay Prompts for Fall 2015-16: 

1. New language appears in the essay prompt for the 2015-16 common application.   
2. You will be asked to choose from five prompts.  The length of the essay is 650 words.  Essay 

responses need to reflect “self-analysis”, “reflection,” and “introspective,” according to 
article published in About Education.   

Historically Black Colleges & Universities (HBCU) 

There are 106 HBCU institutions of higher learning in the United States.  HBCUs 
were established with the intention of educating Black Americans.  “Currently, the 
number of non-African American enrollment has increased due to increased racial 
harmony and low cost of tuition.”  Most HBCU institutions are located in the south. 
(Wikipedia.org)  

http://www.collegeboard.com/student
http://www.act.org/
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HBCU requirements:   
 Please go to the school’s website to find out what application you should use   GET 

EDUcated Common Black College Application allows students to apply to 37 HBCUs 
at the same time for $35.00.  Apply online at www.eduinconline.com/.  Other 
HBCUs have their own application.  . 

 Follow the A-G requirements for UC/CSUs and take as many challenging courses 
offered at Tech that you can handle. 

 Some colleges are test optional, but, you should check their website to see if you 
need to complete the SAT or ACT tests. 

 The GPA requirements vary for most colleges.  When you consider a college, check 
to see if your GPA is within the middle range.  If it is, your GPA should be ok. 

 Some colleges want you to do a personal essay.  Your personal essay should be in 
your own voice and it is your chance to tell your story.  

 Letter of recommendation – Most colleges require you to get a letter of 
recommendation from your counselor and two from teachers.  Make sure that you 
request a recommendation letter in enough time so that your teachers will be able 
to do a good job. 

 Specialized programs, may request addition supplemental application. 
 

Teacher Recommendation Letters 

 

Teacher recommendation letters are an essential part to your private college application 

process.  Please keep in mind that your teachers are not obligated to write you a 

recommendation letter; therefore, when requesting a recommendation letter, give your 

teachers plenty of notice (3-4 weeks).   Provide them with some additional background 

information.   Responding thoughtfully, to the following questions will help your teacher write 

a strong recommendation letter. 

 Describe the best piece of work that you did in class. 

 What do you like best about this class? 

 What set you apart from other students in this class? 

 What was your proudest moment in this class?  Why? 

 What has challenged you the most in this class? 

 Describe instances when you have taken time to help others in this class? 

 Describe how you work with others in a group setting? 

 How have you shown leadership in this class? 

 Cite an instance when you were an effective communicator in this class, in a writing 

assignment or oral presentation. 

 How have you grown as a result of taking this class? 

http://www.eduinconline.com/
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Counselor Recommendation Letter 

The counselor recommendation letter is an important part of the college admission process.  It 
gives the admission committee a glimpse of you as a student and how well you have taken 
advantage of the opportunities available to you in your school community.  The answers that 
you provide will help your counselor tell a story that gives a clear image of you as a student.   

 What do you enjoy the most? 

 What satisfies you the most about your accomplishments in high school? 

 What do you want to accomplish in life? 

 How would you describe your family? 

 How have their expectations of you influenced the goals and standards you have set for 
yourself? 

 What do you like to do on the weekends? 

 What are your academic interests?  Why? 

 What is your favorite subject?  Why? 

 What is your least favorite subject?  Why? 

 What teaching style engages you the most? 

 Has your high school experience encouraged and developed your interests, talents, and 
abilities? 

 What has been your most stimulating intellectual experience? 

 In what way has your high school experience prepared you for college? 

 Are your grades and GPA an accurate reflection of your abilities? 

 What school activities are you involved in?  Tell me about your role and responsibilities? 

 Do you do volunteer work?  What have you done?  How has these experiences affected 
you? 

 Do you have a job?  If so, why do you work? 

 Do you have an internship position or had one in the past?  If so, what did you do and how 
did it affect you? 

 Have you been involved in an independent project?   

 Have you taken any classes outside of high school?  What classes did you take and what did 
you learn? 

 What awards or recognitions have your received?  What did you do to earn the awards? 

 What career would you like to pursue? 
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The Appeal Process 

The college admission process is becoming increasing more competitive.  Even colleges that 

you may not expect – may send you a “we’re sorry” letter.  You may feel that if you write a 

letter to tell them that they made a mistake, they’ll change their minds.   Fact is, college 

admission is becoming increasing more competitive and admission offices are pretty 

confident in their evaluation and decision.    

The Process For Appeal at the CSU or UC System 

1. Receive decision from college 

2. Have a trusted person read your appeal letter for feedback 

3. Check to see if the school has an appeal form that you must complete 

4. Ask a teacher, counselor, or principal to write a letter to include in your appeal packet. 

5. Make sure to mail your appeal by the deadline date. 

6. Keep in mind that you may have to apply to other schools, so don’t throw away offer 

offers. 

 

Gap Year 

Many students consider taking a year off from school after graduation from high school.  It is 

very understandable that after spending thirteen years in school the thought of taking a year 

off may sound like a welcome relief to you.  Here are some things to consider if you decide to 

take a “gap year:” 

 Community Service Work 

 Volunteer Service Work 

 Foreign Exchange Program 

 Travel 

 Work 

 Internship 

 Explore Career interest 

If you plan to take a “gap year” before starting college, contact the college where you received 

an acceptance letter and request to have your acceptance deferred for one year.  Some 

schools, such as University of California will ask for you to reapply.  Be careful about taking 

college level courses including at California Community Colleges.  Some schools will consider 

you a transfer student. 



45 
 

Students with Disabilities 

All colleges have resources for students with disabilities; however, schools vary by the amount 
of support they provide.  When searching for colleges, students should research what types of 
programs the college offers for students with disabilities.  Colleges may call these offices by 
names such as “Accessibility Services” (Cal State East Bay), “Disability Services” (UC Merced), 
“Services for Students with Disabilities” (Mills College), or “Disability Services Program” 
(Merritt College).  The University of Arizona SALT (Strategic Alternative Learning Techniques 
Center) program is often considered the model program in the country for students with 
disabilities. 

It is important that students with disabilities participate in IEP or 504 meetings in high school 
so they can get an understanding of their disability and how it impacts learning.   Students 
should make copies of recent psychological tests and IEP’s or 504 plans to keep for their files, 
and share with the colleges, if the student decides to do so.   

Keep in mind that colleges are looking for students to complete a sequence of college 
preparatory courses to be eligible for admission.  Students should review their transcripts and 
check with their school counselor or case manager to see which classes meet the college 
preparatory requirements.   Additionally, students can contact individual colleges to see how 
they review applications of students with disabilities.  

Financial Aid 

Most students receive some type of financial aid.  A college may offer a financial aid packet 
that includes grants, work study, loans, and scholarships: 
 
FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID (FAFSA) 
FILL OUT THE 2015-16 FAFSA APPLICATION BY MARCH 2ND DEADLINE 
Go to www.fafsa.edu.gov.  Get a FAFSA personal identification (PIN) for yourself and one for 
your parent.  These are required to submit the form.   
 
CSS PROFILE 
Go to http://student.collegeboard.org/css-financial-aid-profile . 
The College Board CSS Profile is an online application used to assess student’s financial need 
using information including:  parent’s income, non-custodial parent’s income, assets, 
scholarships, expenses, etc.  College Board reports this information to colleges you apply to 
that require the CSS Profile.  Nearly 400 colleges require students to complete the FAFSA and 
CSS Profile.  Most of these colleges are “ivy league” schools that use this information to 
determine financial aid eligibility beyond financial award provided by government.  Check 
with college(s) you plan to attend to see if CSS Profile is required.  Complete a CSS Profile 
application at least two weeks before your college deadline date.  The CSS Profile cost $25 to 
send to one college and $16 for each additional report.   
Reference:  bigfuture.collegeboard.org 

http://www.fafsa.edu.gov/
http://student.collegeboard.org/css-financial-aid-profile
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CALIFORNIA DREAM ACT  
FILL OUT THE 2015-16 CA DREAM APPLICATION BY MARCH 2nd Deadline 

1. Fill Out the CA DREAM APPLICATION at www.caldreamact.ortg AND check the 
confirmation page to see if any additional steps are required.  Check again after 
corrections are made. 

2. Be sure both you and your parents sign the application online.  Parent can mail 
signature. 

3. List all school(s) you are currently attending or applied to for admission. 
4. During spring 2016, students should review the status of their financial aid award at 

each school and complete income verification if required and/or make necessary 
corrections to receive award. 

5. CA Dream Application will allow students to apply for the State University Grant, Cal 
Grants & EOP Grant if they meet the income & application guidelines.  EOP application 
and Non-SSN GPA verification form www.csac.ca.gov must also be submitted by 
deadlines to be eligible. 

6. Students must re-apply each year.  Applications available Jan 1- March 2, 2016. 
Reference:  Nancy Jodaitis, San Francisco State University 
 

Grants (Grants are awards that you do not have to pay back). 
 Pell Grant – Undergraduate students can apply for this grant.  Annual awards can be 

up to $5,730 per year.  You need to complete the FAFSA and have financial need based 
on your Expected Family Contribution (EFC) and Cost of Admission (COA). 

 FSEOG Grants – Federal Supplemental Education Opportunity Grant.  To be eligible, 
you must complete the FAFSA.  You must be eligible for a Pell Grant.  You can receive 
between $100 to $4,000.  Students with the most need will receive FSEOGs first. 

 Cal Grant A – Eligible students must have a 3.0 high school GPA.  $5,472 at CSUs.  
$12,192 at UCs.  Up to $8,056 WASC-accredited non-public colleges or $4,000 non-
WASC accredited non-public college. 

 Cal Grant B – Eligible students must have a 2.0 high school GPA.  $1,551 living 
allowance for first year, plus tuition and for award beyond your first year in the same 
amount as Cal Grant A. 

 Cal Grant B, Cal Grant C – The Cal Grant B can also be used at any California 
Community College that has a career technical certificate program.  To learn more, visit 
www.whodouwant2b.com. 

 Or use Cal Grant C – No GPA requirement.  You can use the $576 to help you pay for 
career technical training at a California Community College; nursing and allied health 
programs at a hospital school or selected courses at independent colleges or eligible 
proprietary schools. 

 CHAFEE Grant – Awarded to students who are or were in foster care. 
www.chafee.csac.ca.gov    

 Other Federal Grants – Find out about other Federal grants at 
http://studentaid.ed.gov. 

Note:  Applying for Cal Grant takes two steps:  1) Submit your FAFSA.   Please submit your 
FAFSA between January 1st - March 2nd.  You do not have to submit a Cal Grant GPA 

http://www.caldreamact.ortg/
http://www.csac.ca.gov/
http://www.whodouwant2b.com/
http://www.chafee.csac.ca.gov/
http://studentaid.ed.gov/
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Verification because OUSD electronically upload this information to the Cal Grant Office.   You 
can track your Cal Grant 24/7.  Go to www.webgrants4students.org for quick answers to 
questions about Cal Grant. 

Work Study 
 Provides on campus jobs for students with financial need. 
 Pay is partially subsidized by the government. 
 You must work your hours of Work Study or repay the loan. 
 You must indicate your interest for Work Study on the Free Application for Federal 

Student Aid (FAFSA). 

Loans 
 Student loans:  Taken out by the student and may not need to be paid back until after 

graduation. 
 Federal Stafford Loan:  The most common student loan.  There are two types: 

subsided (government pays the interest while the student is in college) and 
unsubsidized (the student pays interest that accrues while the student is in college).   

 Federal Perkins Loans:  Low-interest loans for students with significant financial 
need. 

 Parent Loans:  May require payment before you graduate.  Interest begins while the 
student is in school.  Parents can reach a credit limit and be unable to borrow more 
funds.  Parent Loans for Undergraduate Student (Plus) is a federally subsidized 
educational loan program. 

Scholarship Tips 

A scholarship is a financial award you do not have to repay.  Scholarship eligibility requirements 
are based on academic achievement, area of study and/or financial need.  There are various types 
of scholarships available.  Talk to your counselor about finding scholarships based on your 
academics, athletics, musical abilities, religious affiliation, ethnic background, and special talents.  
Scholarships are available through your parent’s job, church, unions, various programs including, 
and community organizations.  
 
Every month a scholarship bulletin is created with updated scholarship information.  Scholarship 
information is kept in the scholarship drawer which is located in the counseling department.  If you 
want scholarship bulletins sent to your email account, provide Ms. Johnson with your email 
address.   

  

http://www.webgrants4students.org/
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Here are some highly recommended scholarships to look for:   

     
 Asian Employees Port Scholarship 
 California-Hawaii Elks Club 
 CIF Farmer’s Scholar-Athlete of the Year 
 Chevron – Murry Jacobs Scholarship 
 Comcast Leaders and Achievers Scholarship 
 Davidson-Young Scholarship 
 East Bay Collee Fund Launch $2,000 Scholarship 
 EBCF Great Expectations Scholarships 
 Gates Millennium Scholarship 
 Italian Catholic Federation Scholarship 
 Kiwanis Scholarship 
 Marcus Foster Scholarship Fund 
 Oakland Rotary Club 

 

  

 

The Posse Scholarship 
SO, WHAT IS A POSSE SCHOLAR? POSSE SCHOLARS...  

 Are leaders in their high schools and communities  

 Are committed to their education and demonstrate 

academic potential  

 Are interested in teamwork and diversity  
 Are positive, motivated, talented, ambitious young 

people. 

Requirements… 
 High school senior in the fall 2015 
 Demonstrate extraordinary leadership within high 

school, community or family 
 Excel academically and have strong GPAs. Although 

there is no minimum requirement, only nominees who 
have consistently progressed toward academic 
excellence will be given the opportunity to be a Posse 
Scholar. While the ACT or SAT are not a focus of Posse’s 
evaluation, students should take them. The Posse 
Program is open to students of all backgrounds.  

 
Award… 
Posse scholars will be awarded a four-year, full-tuition 
leadership scholarships to Puget Sound University. 
 
Deadline:   
If you want to be nominated, please notify Ms. Johnson, 
Room 114 by September 10 2015.  
Learn more at:  www.possefoundation.org 

A college scholarship opportunity for low-income, Bay 
Area students 

 
 

College and Alumni Program (CAP) 

Making Waves 
Mission: 
Making Waves commits to rigorously and historically 
preparing students to gain acceptance to and graduate from 
college to ultimately become valuable contributors to the 
workforce and community. 
 
What… 
 1:1 college counseling 
 Personal Financial Service 
 Up to $5,000 of support (for max. of 5 years) 
 Professional and peer networking opportunities 
 
Requirements…. 
 High school senior class of 2015 
 4 year college bound 
 Low-income (EFC below $3,000) 
 Live in Bay Area 
 
Deadlines…. 
 Sept 2015 – Outreach and recruitment 
 Dec 2015 – Pre-application deadline 
 Jan 2016 – Semi-finalist notification 
 March 2016 – Final application deadline 
 April 2016 – CAP Bay Area – Wave Makers announced 
 June 2016 – College Preparation Workshops 
 
Comments: 
If you are interested in attending the upcoming Making 
Waves “CAP” meeting, sign-up with Ms. Johnson, Room 114 
 
Learn more at:  capbayarea@making-waves.org 
 

http://www.possefoundation.org/
mailto:capbayarea@making-waves.org
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Here are tips from Ben Kaplan’s scholarship presentation at Oakland Tech: 
 
Step 1:  Identify Your Unique Profile 
 Students of any age and background can win college scholarships.   Are you an artist, 

musician, or have some special talent that sets you apart from others.  Pinpoint your 

uniqueness and start looking for scholarships that focus on your talents.  

Step 2: Enhance Your Key Credentials 
 You can position yourself for scholarship success by building upon your strong points.  

Do you have some strong skills that are part of your credentials such as leadership, 
computer, speaking, poetry, writing, or mathematical abilities?  When you write your 
scholarship essay, use your skills to your advantage.  You may have a story about how 
your special skills which landed you a great assignment and you beat out other 
students competing for the same position.   

 

Step 3:  Optimize Your Online Search 
 To find scholarships right for you, search for both the forest and the trees.  Many 

students look for scholarships with big money attached.  Don’t overlook the smaller 
$500 scholarships because they add up and you will probably have less competition. 

 
Step 4:  Find Local, School & State Awards 
 In addition to big awards, don’t neglect small, local scholarships. Oftentimes, 

scholarship opportunities are within your community.  Visit your local YMCA, library, 
grocery store, fast food restaurant, clothing store, and parents or family member’s job.  
Find out if they offer scholarships.  These scholarships may not be big; but, you’re 
chances of winning are greater.  Think about how many people are applying to the 
small, local scholarships and how many are applying to scholarships open to all youths 
in every state.  Don’t overlook the obvious!      

 
Step 5:  Prioritized a Scholarship Center 
 To leverage your time with new applications, recycle, and reuse.  When you write your 

first scholarship essay, you may spend several hours.  But, you don’t have to write a 
new essay for every scholarship.  Think about the scholarship prompt and then mold 
your old scholarship essay to fit the new scholarship essay.  Think about the 
scholarship prompt, what you wrote before; make some changes; highlight your strong 
points as related to current scholarship; and recycle and reuse to save you time.  

 
Step 6:  Develop Your Personal Theme  
 To craft a truly memorable application, show not tell.  To write a truly memorable 

application, you must be prepared to paint a picture of what you have done so that they 
can see for themselves that you have the skills that make you stand out.  For example, 
you are asked to tell about your leadership abilities.  Don’t give them a laundry list of 
all your leadership duties.  Take some time to fully describe your role and 
responsibilities.  Here is an example of show not tell: 
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My role as Student Body President has given me the opportunity 

to make a difference for students in California.  I played a major 

role in creating policies for the fair treatment to all students.  At 

my high school, I founded “The Gay Youth Alliance Club”; where I 

created add campaigns, classroom presentations, and gay-straight 

awareness programs which made our campus more acceptances 

to gay youth.   In recognition of this work, I was invited to meet 

with the legal staff at the Department of Education in Sacramento 

to make sure that public schools in California have a non-

discriminatory policy in their handbooks.   

Step 7:  Craft Winning Essay 
 You can triple your chances of winning by reviewing past winning entries.  Very often, 

organizations will publicize the winning scholarship essay.  If you are applying for a 
well-known scholarship, go on-line and see if the past winning essay is available to 
read.  If they don’t have the winning essay, they may give you clues as to what they 
were looking for and what the winning contestant had or did that made them stand-out 
over others. 

 
Step 8:  Make Your Application Bullet Proof 
 Regardless of the scholarship, you should always highlight the universal, judging, 

criteria.  Make sure that you highlight those things that every scholarship application 
wants to see.  Point out your grades, academic achievements, awards, GPA, family 
income level, community involvement, and plans for the future.   
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National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) 

This information is based on NCAA Eligibility Center Quick Reference Guide 
 
The National Collegiate Athletic Association is a voluntary association of 1200 institutions 
who make and monitor rules regarding eligibility, recruiting, amateurism, financial aid, etc. 
(www.ncaa.org).  NCAA Eligibility Center (formerly known as the NCAA Clearing house)  

 
Website:  www.eligibilitycenter.org 
 
Core Courses 
 NCAA Division I and II require 16 core courses. 
 Beginning August 1, 2016, NCAA Division I will require 10 core courses to be 

completed prior to the seventh semester (seven of the 10 must be combination of 
English, math or natural or physical science that meet the distribution requirements 
below).  These 10 courses become “locked in” at the start of the seventh semester and 
cannot be retaken for grade improvement. 
o Beginning August 1, 2016, it will be possible for a Division I college-bound student 

athletic to still receive athletics aid and the ability to practice with the team if he or 
she fails to meet the 10 course requirements, but would not be able to compete. 

Test Scores 
 Division I uses a sliding scale to match test scores and core grade point averages (GPA).   
 Division II requires minimum SAT score of 820 or an ACT sum score of 68. 
 The SAT score used for NCAA purposes includes only the critical reading and math 

sections.  The writing section of the SAT is not used. 
 The ACT score used for NCAA purposes is a sum of the following four sections:  English, 

mathematics, reading and science. 
 When you register for the SAT or ACT, use the NCAA Eligibility Center Code of 9999 to 

ensure all SAT and ACT scores are reported directly to the NCAA Eligibility Center from 
the testing agency.  Test scores that appear on transcripts will not be used. 

Grade-Point Average 
 Be sure to look at your high school’s list of NCAA Courses on the NCAA Eligibility 

Center’s website (www.eligibilitycenter.org).  Only courses that appear on your 
school’s list will be used in the calculation of the core GPA.   

 Division I GPA enrolling full-time before 8/1/16 should use Sliding Scale A to 
determine eligibility to receive athletics aid, practice and competition during the first 
year. 

 Division II core GPA requirements is a minimum of 2.0. 

Remember, the NCAA GPA is calculated using NCAA core courses only 

 

 

http://www.ncaa.org/
http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/
http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/
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NCAA:  Year By Year College Search 
Sophomore Year 

Student Athlete: 
1) Create a resume and cover letter to send to schools. 
2) Ask your coach(es) what level you are best suited to play. 
3) Begin to research school’s academic and athletic programs 
4) Begin to explore with your parents how you will finance your education. 
5) Attend college summer camps and start to visit campuses.  Attend college games, if possible. 

Coaches  & Colleges 
1) NCAA regulations do not allow coaches to send out any information about their program until 

September 1st of your junior year.   
2) If you mail schools anything, they can only send you a questionnaire and a camp brochure in return.  

You can call or email college coaches as much as you like, but they cannot respond by mail or email 
until Sept. 1st of junior year or by phone until July 1st of your senior year. 

3) NCAA regulations do not allow coaches any off campus contact during your sophomore and junior 
years.   

Junior Year 
Student Athlete: 

1) Mail or email resumes and cover letters to prospective coaches/schools. 
2) Send out update letters/emails that outline where you’ll be playing so coaches can evaluate you. 
3) Research scholarship opportunities (athletic and non-athletic).  Never assume a full ride. 
4) Take “unofficial” visits (unpaid by the school) to schools.  Talk to athletes, admissions offices and 

coaches.  Take campus tours and begin to narrow your list of schools.  Indicate we advise recruits to 
use in deciding are: academics, athletics, location and cost.   

5) SAT/ACT, AP tests 
6) Register for the NCAA Eligibility Center on line.  Review your transcript with your counselor to 

make sure you meet the proper admissions requirements and athletic eligibility for the NCAA and 
your college (end of Jr. yr.). 

Coaches & Colleges 
4) September 1st of your junior year, college coaches are allowed to send you written or emailed 

correspondence as often as they like. 
Senior Year 

Student Athlete: 
1) Decide and set your Official Visits with Five Schools.  Keep in contact with the coach, as you will 

have to send transcripts and test scores to the school before you can visit officially. 
2) Retake Sat/ACT, if necessary. 
3) Request recommendation from your teachers/counselors, if necessary. 
4) Write essays (have someone proofread them) and complete applications.  If you application is 

getting “tagged” by the school, meaning you will get a special look from the admissions office, make 
sure you turn in the appropriate application per your coaches request. 

5) Sign a National Letter of Intent that legally confirms your financial arrangement with the school.  
This does not serve as an acceptance to that school. 

Coaches & Colleges 
1) Coaches are allowed to phone recruits on July 1st after your junior year.  Coaches are allowed one 

call per week per household.   
2) Coaches are allowed to visit the home of a recruit (with your approval) on or after July 1st.  this visit 

will count as a contact.  Schools are only allowed to have three off campus contacts while recruiting 
you.  If you visit the coach on campus, this does not count as a contact. 

3) Coaches will try to set up “official visits” (where the athletic program pays to have you on campus 
for 48 hours) during your senior year.  Because some players in top DI programs are verbally 
committing early, they may only take an official visit to their chosen school. 
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REFERENCES & WEBSITES  

ACT 
www.act.org 
 
California Community Colleges 
www.cccco.edu 
 
California State University System 
www.csumentor.edu 
 
California Student Aid Commission 
www.csac.ca.gov 
 
College Board 
www.collegeboard.org 
 
College Data 
www.collegedata.com 
 
College Options 
www.mycollegeoptions.com 
 
CSS Profile 
www.Profileonline.collegeboard.com 
 
Fast Web 
www.fastweb.com 
 
Financial Web Page 
www.finaid.org 
 
Free Application for Student Aid (FAFSA) 
www.fafsa4caster/ed/gov 
 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities 
eduinconline.com 
Wikipedia.org 
 
National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) 
www.ncaa.org 
 
Oakland Tech Scholarship 
http://oaklandtech.com/staff/scholarship 
 

http://www.act.org/
http://www.cccco.edu/
http://www.csumentor.edu/
http://www.csac.ca.gov/
http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.collegedata.com/
http://www.mycollegeoptions.com/
http://www.profileonline.collegeboard.com/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.finaid.org/
http://www.fafsa4caster/ed/gov
http://www.ncaa.org/
http://oaklandtech.com/staff/scholarship
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Peralta Colleges 
www.peralta.edu 
 
Students with Disabilities & College Planning 
National Center for Learning Disabilities - www.ncld.org 
 
Kravets, Marybeth. “Counseling Students with Disabilities.” Fundamentals of College Admission 
Counseling, 3rd Edition.  National Association for College Admission Counseling, 2013. 136-
147. 
 
Below are links to several different programs that support students with disabilities at local 
colleges.  Explore the links, and visit the campus programs to get a feel for the variety of 
services provided. 
 
Alameda College Programs and Services for Students with Disabilities 
http://alameda.peralta.edu/dsps/ 
 
San Francisco State University Disability Programs and Resource Center 
http://www.sfsu.edu/~dprc/ 
 
UC Berkeley’s The Disabled Students’ Programs 
http://dsp.berkeley.edu/ 
 
 
Western Undergraduate Exchange Program 
http://wue.wiche.edu 
 
 
  

http://www.peralta.edu/
http://www.ncld.org/
http://alameda.peralta.edu/dsps/
http://www.sfsu.edu/~dprc/
http://dsp.berkeley.edu/
http://wue.wiche.edu/
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EDU, Inc. 
COMMON BLACK 

COLLEGE APPLICATION 

ALABAMA STATE UNIVERSITY 

BENEDICT COLLEGE BENNETT 

COLLEGE CENTRAL STATE 

UNIVERSITY CHEYNEY 

UNIVERSITY CLAFLIN UNIVERSITY 

CLARK ATLANTA UNIVERSITY 

COPPIN STATE UNIVERSITY 

DILLARD UNIVERSITY EDWARD 

WATERS COLLEGE FISK 

UNIVERSITY 

FLORIDA MEMORIAL UNIVERSITY 

FORT VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY 

HUSTON-TILLOTSON UNIVERSITY 

JOHNSON C. SMITH UNIVERSITY 

KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY 

LINCOLN UNIVERSITY LeMOYNE-

OWEN COLLEGE MISSISSIPPI 

VALLEY STATE UNIV. 

MORRIS COLLEGE MORGAN 

STATE UNIVERSITY NORFOLK 

STATE UNIVERSITY PAINE 

COLLEGE 

TIME FEE OF $35. 

PHILANDER SMITH COLLEGE 

SAVANNAH STATE UNIVERSITY 

SAINT AUGUSTINE'S COLLEGE 

SOUTH CAROLINA STATE UNIV. 

TOUGALOO COLLEGE TUSKEGEE 

UNIVERSITY VIRGINIA STATE 

UNIVERSITY VIRGINIA UNION 

UNIVERSITY VOORHEES COLLEGE 

WILBERFORCE UNIVERSITY WILEY 

COLLEGE 

 

INSTRUCTIONS 

STUDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO SUBMIT THE EDU, Inc. APPLICATION ONLINE - www.eduinconline.com. The $35 application 

fee cannot be waived nor can any type of fee waiver form be used for this or the online application. 

1) Complete pages 1 and 2 of this application and forward it to the office of EDU, Inc. with a nonrefundable fee of $35. Payment made 

payable to EDU, Inc. should be submitted in the form of a check or money order. Please allow seven business days for processing. 

2) Once the application has been submitted, transcripts and test scores can be mailed, or faxed (404) 745-0124, to the office of EDU, Inc. 

(Some colleges require that an official transcript and test scores be sent directly to their college. Please refer to the Majors Page.) 

 

APPLY TO ALL 34 MEMBER INSTITUTIONS FOR A ONE 

http://www.eduinconline.com/
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3) Recommendations and essays must be sent directly to all colleges students are interested in attending. 

4) Students will receive a confirmation email from EDU, Inc. once their application has been received. 

 

EDU, Inc. • Suite 56315 • 2625 Piedmont Road • Atlanta, Georgia 30324 • Office (770) 716-0616 • Fax (404) 745-0124 • wvm.eduinconline.com 

http://wvm.eduinconline.com/
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Now that you have your high school diploma, your 
journey begins! 

  

 


