
On Friday, December 2nd, a fire 
broke out at Oakland’s Ghost Ship 
warehouse, killing 36 people. 

The Ghost Ship was used as a 
place of residence as well as a music 
venue, and at the time of the fire 
people were gathering in the build-

ing for an electronic music concert. 
While the cause of the fire remains 
unclear, firefighters have deter-
mined that it began backstage and 
quickly spread out of control. Due 
to the warehouse’s limited exits, 
including only several windows and 

one accessible staircase made out 
of shipping pallets, many concert 
goers could not escape and either 
succumbed to the fire’s flames or 
died from smoke inhalation. 

The victims of this tragic acci-
dent came from a range of ages and 
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By Joseph Harmon

By Josiah Berkov-Kemp, Francois Barrilleaux, and Jonah Lounds
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“What most most people 
typically think of when they 
think of health is exercise” 
says Techniclinic staff mem-
ber Madelynn Taylor, “And it 
sort of stops there.” 

Taylor, a recent college 
graduate participating in 
Americorps, was placed at 
the Techniclinic at the be-
ginning of the school year 
through the Bay Area Youth 
Agency Consortium (BAY-
AC). During her time at 
Tech, she hopes to broaden 
that baseline definition of 
health by organizing ed-
ucational outreach to the 
student community. After 
months of classroom presen-
tations, and applicant inter-

By Meta Austin

It’s going to take a lot of paper to enforce 
OUSD’s new attendance policy: according 
to the Attention to Attendance outline that 
was sent home to students this week, a letter 
will be mailed to parents whenever a student 
accumulates six, eight, nine, and twelve un-
excused absences. 

Attention to Attendance aims to make it 
easier for parents to stay on top of their chil-
dren’s attendance and “how the lack of atten-
dance affects their child’s academic progress 
and overall success.” The new policy was 
instituted by the district in all OUSD schools, 
and the biggest change that it will bring 
about is that every class period will now be 
considered its own ‘attendance event.” 

Thus, missing one day of school results in 
six unexcused absences instead of one for a 
student with six classes. And, as the district’s 
announcement explains, two days of unex-
cused absences earns a student the title of 
truant.

The new set of rules was met with some 
resistance by students at Tech. Senior Sofia 
DeMelo is one such student. 

“This is just gonna be a mess for everyone: 

Many Oakland residents have placed flowers and candles at the site of the fire to honor the lives lost.

Joseph Harmon/Scribe

(YWAB continues on Page 8) Some of the students in the Youth Wellness Advisory Board (YWAB).
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Every year, the 
Oakland Tech Baseball 
team holds a Christmas 
Tree Fundraiser. Fam-
ilies throughout the 
Tech community order 
their trees, and mem-
bers of team deliver 
the Douglas and Noble 
Firs directly to people’s 
homes. 

As this is the base-
ball team’s only fund-
raiser, the sales are very 
important to them. 
The money goes to 
the many expenses of 
equipment needed to 
play baseball, so this 
year all of the return-
ing players and many 
hopeful candidates 
for the spring season 
participated to support 
their team.

Sammy Heinz, a 
freshman at Oakland 

Tech, helped to sell 
eighteen Christmas 
trees.

Heinz says that the 
experience was “fun 
and interesting,” adding 
that “people seemed 
happy to have their 
trees delivered by the 

baseball team.” 
Abriella Terrazas, 

another freshman, 
had her family’s tree 
delivered by the team 
three weeks before the 
holiday. She ordered 
the tree in November, 
and says that her family 

was “satisfied with the 
Christmas tree.” How-
ever, she wishes that 
she could have picked 
the tree with her family, 
rather than having one 
delivered to her. She 
suggested first visiting a 
tree lot near Tech cam-

pus, where after pick-
ing the tree, the team 
could have delivered 
the tree to their house. 
Nevertheless, the Tech 
baseball team success-
fully did their part to 
deliver holiday cheer to 
the Tech community.

Dates to 
Remember

Jan 16 - Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day: NO SCHOOL

Jan 18 - Paideia Program Meet-
ing @ 5:00 pm

Jan 20 - End of Finals, End of 
Semester!

Jan 25 - New Pathway Design 
Meeting @ 5:00 pm

Jan 26 -  PTSA Grant Deadline @ 
4:00 pm

For more events and dates, visit 
oaklandtech.com/staff/calendar

News

  Sports 
Calendar

Jan 21 - Home Girls Var. 
Basketball Game v. American 

@ 7:00 pm

Jan 24 -  Home Boys Var. 
Soccer Game v. Castlemont @ 

6:00 pm

Jan 25 -  Boys Var. Basket-
ball Game @ Fremont @ 7:00 

pm

*more events listed on online 
calendar*

For more information 
visit oaklandtech.com/staff/

athletics-calendar

FROM THE WEB
 

Last month, we asked
readers in an online poll: 

What is the best Finals Week 
schedule for Tech students?

14% said: Finals after Winter 
Break (the current system) 

57% said:  Finals before Winter 
Break (like many schools)

29% said: No Finals Week!

Visit
oaklandtechscribe.com

now to vote in our latest poll

Tech Baseball Team Organizes Christmas 
Tree Fundraiser

By Maya Ades and 
Kaitlin Pilisuk

Oakland Tech Baseball Team/Scribe

School District Searches for New Superintendent
Oakland public 

schools recently waved 
goodbye to Antwan 
Wilson, superintendent 
of three years. Wilson 
recently announced that 
he would be leaving 
the Oakland Unified 
School District to serve 
as Chancellor for Public 
Schools in Washington 
D.C.. Wilson became 
Oakland’s superinten-
dent in 2014, and is 
officially resigning in 
February 2017. 

After Wilson an-
nounced his resigna-
tion, Dr. Devin Dillon 
was appointed as 
interim superintendent 
in December. Dillon 
worked as a teacher, 
assistant principal, and 
principal before becom-
ing Chief Academic Of-

ficer and most recently 
Deputy Superintendent 
of Academic Social and 
Emotional Learning at 
OUSD. She holds a PhD 
in Educational Ad-
ministration and was a 
first generation college 
student.

Jody London, Oak-
land Tech’s school board 
representative, said the 
board hired Dillon be-
cause “she’s an experi-
enced educator and has 
been working in Oak-
land as Chief Academic 
Officer, becoming Dep-
uty Superintendent in 
2016. Hiring a person 
already part of the team 
means we can continue 
our work uninterrupted 
while we search for a 
more permanent super-
intendent.”

However, the teach-
ers’ union in Oakland, 
the Oakland Education 
Association (OEA), has 
some reservations about 
Dillon. As Oakland has 
been without a long 
term superintendent 
for nearly twenty years, 
there has been a push 
for a superintendent na-
tive to or familiar with 
Oakland. While Dillon 
is originally from Cali-
fornia, the fact that she 
does not have roots in 
Oakland concerns some 
teachers and parents. 

Although the pro-
cess of choosing the 
new superintendent is 
officially decided by the 
school board, the OEA 
is requesting to offer its 
own input. The OEA, 
representing the teach-

ers that will work under 
the new superintendent, 
have certain require-
ments and credentials 
they want the future 
superintendent to have. 
They have advocated 
for someone with real 
California administra-
tive credentials who 
was a former teacher. 
They criticize the Broad 
Academy, which gives 
credentials based on 
data analysis. 

Ms. Snyder, a Span-
ish teacher at Tech and 
a strong voice within 
the union, argues that 
“the union doesn’t want 
someone who went to 
Broad. They learn about 
data analysis and we 
[the teachers] end up 
with bad textbooks that 
we can’t teach with.” 

This is a problem that 
various teachers at Tech 
face. New, sufficient 
textbooks are neces-
sary to supplement a 
teacher’s lessons, and 
they provide an extra 
source of information. 
Many students at Tech 
experience this too. 
Tech junior Mia Martin 
claims, “I have a few 
textbooks that I have to 
check out and just stay 
at home for the entire 
school year.” 

All Oakland public 
school students are 
directly impacted by 
the superintendent and 
the choices they make. 
Hopefully, Oakland will 
find a dedicated super-
intendent that is willing 
to stay.

By Tiana Chang and Lia Inadomi

The Oakland Tech baseball team after winning the TransBay Series last season.

For seven months, 
the head position at 
Oakland’s controver-
sial police department 
has been empty. 

It has finally been 
filled with the city’s 

first ever female police 
chief. Anne Kirk-
patrick is the “re-
form-minded leader 
that Oakland has been 
searching for” says 
Mayor Libby Schaaf. 

Kirkpatrick’s back-
ground includes law, 

leadership in Chicago 
and Spokane police de-
partments, and teach-
ing leadership courses 
at the FBI Academy. 

Oakland Tech 
student Karsen Paul 
thinks that it’s “healthy 
to have new people 

and new perspectives” 
in Oakland leadership. 
Spanish teacher Ms 
Snyder is glad that 
the new police chief 
is a woman, but she 
and Paideia teacher 
Ms Haugen expressed 
reservations, uncom-

fortable with their 
lack of familiarity with 
Kirkpatrick and her 
background. However, 
everyone seems eager 
to see changes made in 
the department.

Oakland Police Hire New Police Chief
By Rosemary Grout



D e c e mb e r  2 0 1 6 / Janu ar y  2 0 1 7 PAG E  3

Throughout the 
2015-2016 school year, 
multiple construction 
projects have begun to 
change the landscape 
around Oakland Tech. 
Besides the large Safe-
way shopping complex, 
there are smaller con-
struction projects on 
Broadway that many 
students are do not 
know about. 

Next to the Blue 
Bottle coffee shop at 
4242-4266 Broadway, 
Stevens-Heming-
way-Stevens Inc. is in 
the process of con-
structing a small office 
building. Although the 
tenant is not yet known, 
this new building will 
be used for medical offices. This site 
will have a 10,000 square foot parking 
garage/lobby, with a 12,000 square foot 
second floor for offices. Moving at a 

rapid pace, this project is scheduled to 
be completed by May of 2017. 

Heading up Broadway towards 
Rockridge, a larger construction project 
is underway at the corner of Broadway 

and 51st street. Before demolition, the 
space at 4939 Broadway once housed 
an old building which was vacant for 
many years. In the fall of 2015, SRM 
Development purchased the site and 

began the redevelopment process 
in June of 2016. The property is 
currently being transformed into an 
apartment building which will hold 
130 housing units. Project manager 
Ryan Leong estimates the building’s 
completion to be in late 2017. 

While the building’s residential 
purpose may not seem the most 
appealing to Tech students, the 
building will have 7,000 square feet 
of space on its lower floors designat-
ed for commercial and retail pur-
poses. The businesses that will use 
this area have not yet been decided, 
but there is a possibility that this 
retail space will give Oakland Tech 
students more food options. And 
the transformation from vacant 
building to an apartment building 
will be a big step in expanding our 
community. 

The future apartment building, 
medical offices, and other develop-
ments such as the almost completed 

Merrill Gardens senior residency are 
only some of the actions being taken to 
make the community around Oakland 
Tech a nicer place. 

News

Future of Sophomore Paideia Program Unclear
Oakland Tech attracts stu-

dents from across the district 
with its multiple career tracks, 
or pathways, that provide stu-
dents with specialized knowl-
edge in various career fields. 
Our pathways include the 
Computer Academy, the Fash-
ion, Art, and Design Academy, 
the Engineering Academy, 
and the Health Academy. In 
addition, there is the Paideia 
program, which has gained 
the reputation of an academy 
within Oakland Tech without 
the official title. 

Paideia is a set of English 
and history classes that pro-
vides an experience similar 
to that of the liberal arts. 
Despite constant pressure 
from administration to be-
come an academy, Paideia has 
maintained its status as a set 
of non-academy classes. The 
program is not school-to-work 
pathway; it provides a breadth 
of information that could take 
an Oakland Tech student into 
a myriad of careers. For years, 
the promise of Paideia has 
provided a staple of incom-

ing students. Enrollment in 
Oakland Tech has continued 
to climb, and this year, the 
administration has been forced 
to ask a difficult question: what 
do we do when we have more 
qualified, interested students 
than we do spaces in certain 
programs or pathways? 

There is an oversubscrip-
tion of students to Paideia, 
forcing the teachers to turn 
away an unlucky few. To 
limit the numbers, 10th grade 
Paideia may no longer be open 
to all Academy students. This 

means that an Oakland Tech 
student might have to choose 
between applying to an acade-
my or Paideia in future years, 
as opposed to participating 
in both. However, the Paideia 
program for 11th and 12th 
graders will not be affected.

The administration is also 
considering the option of 
creating a new International 
Studies pathway, which will 
focus on legal studies. 

Mr. Diaz, the 9th grade 
administrator, believes that 
“there are many students that 

want to be challenged and we 
want to make sure that they 
are.” By making a new path-
way, the administration hopes 
to provide more opportunity 
for 10th graders to specialize 
in a specific field.

These proposals have yet to 
be implemented. More infor-

mation about the future of the 
Paideia program is forthcoming 

in the February issue of The 
Scribe.

By Kendall Prime

Construction Projects Rebuild Tech Neighborhood
By Carson Lang

In the past few months, 
students at Oakland Tech have 
continued to grapple with the 
outcome of the election and 
the meaning it has for people 
around the country. While 
there have been organized pro-
tests and walkouts, students 
have also experienced more 
subtle shifts in the mood on 
campus.

As the inauguration of the 
President-elect Donald Trump 
nears, the tone of discussion 
in Government classes has 
noticeably dampened. 

Maryann Wolfe, a senior  

AP Government teacher who 
has taught at Tech for many 
years, says that the recent 
election “has put a cloud over 
teaching Government,” adding 
that “We are seeing so much 
fake news and combativeness 
that you wonder if all people 
in America have an opportuni-
ty to be part of the system”. 

“Usually when you teach 
Government you want people 
to have hope that they can 
participate and so that we can 
have a better government,” 
says Wolfe. “Now we have 
someone in the Oval Office 

that clearly does not represent 
all the people in this country. 
There is not as much hope that 
you can give students.”

 A senior in her class, Leo 
Taranta-Slack agrees, saying 
that “it is depressing and sad”. 
Another senior, Logan Basch, 
has the same feeling about the 
election, adding that “being 
in a government class teaches 
you a lot about how everything 
works, so now I know what the 
real consequences are of the 
President-elect”. 

Besides impacting the tone 
of the class, the election has 

dominated much of the class 
discussions. 

Senior Margarita Ku says 
that “we talk about how the 
different branches of govern-
ment interact and can block 
each other as we hear about 
new things that Trump is try-
ing to put through.”

In my own class I have no-
ticed that most of the current 
events that we talk about have 
to do with Trump and that a 
lot of the articles that we read 
relate what we are learning 
in class to the 2016 election. 
Although reading about some 

of the factors that could have 
tipped the election in Trump’s 
favor can be frustrating, I 
appreciate the knowledge that 
I am gaining from the articles 
and discussions. I believe that 
what we are learning in class 
will give myself and my peers 
the understanding of govern-
ment that will allow us to work 
towards positive change in the 
future. 

Trump will officially be in 
office soon. In the years ahead, 
I am sure that there will be 
plenty for the next senior gov-
ernment classes to discuss. 

Antonia Starc/Scribe

Construction workers build a future medical office next door to Blue Bottle Coffee.

Op-Ed: Tech Government Classes Brace For New Presidency
By Aiko Takata
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On January 21st, 
Trump’s first day in office, 
Oakland will hosting a 
Women’s March along 
with cities across the 
country. Oakland, San 
Francisco, and San Jose 
are three major California 
cities uniting with the 
Women’s March in D.C. 
to stand up for toler-
ance, and inclusion. The 
march is a nationwide 
movement about coming 
together and standing 
up for human and civil 
rights as a way to fight 
against Trump’s hateful 
words towards women 
and minorities. Instead 

classifying the event as an an-
ti-Trump protest, organizers 
are calling it a movement to 
empower and heal.

The inspiration for this 
march was the Million Man 
March in 1995. The Million 
Man March, named after its 
record breaking attendance, 
called attention to politicians 
and policy makers in regards 
to urban and minority issues. 
The Million Man March was 
able to target these public fig-
ures through media outreach, 
using the event as a kind of 
publicity campaign.

All are welcome to join the 
Women’s March. No ticket is 
required, but you can regis-

ter for the march online on 
their Eventbrite page. Around 
20,000 Facebook members 
have said they will be attend 
the Oakland march and 
44,000 are interested. Sixteen 
states have Facebook pages 
advertising their marches as 
well. The march will begin at 
10 AM in Madison Park in 
Oakland and continue along 
the lake, ending at Frank Oga-
wa Plaza. 

The Oakland Women’s 
march will be a great oppor-
tunity for the community to 
come together. All are en-
couraged to come out after 
Inauguration Day!

Oakland Plans Women’s March Post-Inauguration
Features

By Alice Blackorby and Sofia de Melo 

Op-Ed: Will Justice Be Served?
Tech Students on the Supreme Court   

By Penelope Martindale

Following tears, acceptance, indig-
nation, excitement, nationwide protests 
and a wealth of other reactions, the 
dust continues to settle from the results 
of the nationwide vote electing Don-
ald Trump as the 45th President of the 
United States. Not only is Trump plan-
ning to “drain the swamp” of conven-
tional politicians in Washington, but he 
also has the opportunity to nominate 
a new Supreme Court Justice, one that 
will replace the empty seat formerly 
occupied by Justice Antonin Scalia who 
passed away earlier this year. 

The Supreme Court makes decisions 
with repercussions significant to the 
American people, but its impact is of-
ten lost on those the rulings will affect 
most, such as some Tech students. 

When asked, one freshman said she 
did not know much about the Supreme 
Court besides the fact that they legal-
ized gay marriage. She noted however, 
that with Trump as the command-
er-in-chief, a “very conservative person 
will be chosen” leading to “little change 
and reform.” 

Even before the election, Trump 
was quoted as saying that he would 
appoint “justices who feel very strongly 
about the Second Amendment,” as well 
as justices who are “pro-life,” mean-
ing we could be seeing more lenient 
gun restrictions in addition to harsher 
regulations regarding birth control and 
abortion for women, including the pos-
sibility of overturning the renowned 
1973 decision Roe v. Wade which legal-
ized abortion in all 50 states. 

While misinformation about the Su-
preme Court persists among Tech stu-
dents (according to some students, the 
court is made up entirely of Democrats 
or has more power than the House of 
Representatives), there is the recur-

ring feeling the court is important in 
deciding the fate of our lives and our 
country for years to come. Sentiments 
such as “they are part of making main 
decisions that will affect me” prove 
that while students may not know the 
exact repercussions of the Supreme 
Court nominees and decisions, they 
know it will affect them, especially in 
an election as interesting as this one. 

Trump’s nomination process will be 
unique in the sense that Republicans 
have the majority of the seats in the 
Senate, meaning they are more likely 
to accept his nomination for the court. 
Following Justice Scalia’s death in 
February, President Obama nominated 
Judge Merrick Garland of the District 
of Columbia Court of Appeals to fill 
Scalia’s empty position, but the Senate 
has refused to hold a hearing or vote 
on the nomination, a decision many 
believe was made based on a biased 
view of Obama and his administra-
tion. 

Speaking on this stubborn stance, 
one student said the Court is made up 
of “people that listen and people that 
don’t,” bringing up an important issue. 
In this election cycle, there has been 
an increase in talk of a divided coun-
try, with contrasting views and ideas, 
and very little listening. Trump and 
his administration have the important 
task of appointing someone who will 
speak on behalf of all Americans, not 
just those they agree with. 

The court and our country have 
taken some monumental steps forward 
in the last decade, and it is critical 
for that legacy to continue. So, this 
January, when Mr. Trump is sworn in 
as our 45th President, will justice be 
served?

Neva Ryan/Scribe

In November, Tech students stood together to protest Trump’s election.

Alice Blackorby/Scribe

Last March, Tech students visited the Supreme Court of the United States.
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Op-Ed: Where Did The Truth Go?
Donald Trump will be-

come the president. It’s still 
difficult to process, but there 
are reasons why he will be 
sworn into office on January 
20th. 

Global warming and 
chaotic international relations 
have created a world in which 
everyone will need to work 
together to fix pressing issues. 
Our parents’ generation has 
not given us the resourc-
es and skills to solve these 
problems—which they have 
unloaded on us—giving most 
of a generation an enormous 
burden to bear without the 
ability to bear it. Very few 
bother to help young people 
figure out how to fix all of our 
parent’s generation’s prob-

lems, leaving us wondering 
how we can begin to take on 
such a colossal task.

Our generation has two 
options: find a way to fix the 
world’s problems or to ignore 
the problem. Most are not ad-
equately prepared to fix an en-
tire planet, and so a majority 
are drawn to the alternative, 
turning a blind eye. 

How can an entire gener-
ation ignore all these prob-
lems? We have somewhere 
else to turn when we want 
to forget about everything, 
a place that enables us to 
remove ourselves from reality. 
Digital entertainment.

Most of us have smart-
phones in our pockets, which 
we can use to be distracted by 

the next episode of Stranger 
Things or the likes on your 
latest Instagram post. This 
void of unlimited entertain-
ment and distractions gives 
us a short-term getaway from 
the world’s problems. When 
our entertainment expires and 
we look up from our phones 
and see that an inflammatory 
bigot is leading polls during 
primary season, the easiest 
thing to do is to look back 
down at our screens.

An unlimited supply of 
entertainment has cultivat-
ed a strong desire among 
young people to always be 
entertained, overshadowing 
any desires to be truthfully 
informed. Donald Trump was 
the most entertaining presi-

dential candidate, and media 
producers realized that people 
were no longer interested in 
facts and truths, but really 
just want to be entertained. 
The media catered to this new 
desire for entertainment in 
search of increased profits. 
Trump was so entertaining 
that media outlets hesitated to 
debunk any of his lies because 
they knew they could make 
more money on whatever 
inane comment Trump made 
next than they could on fac-
tual news. Entertaining media 
is consumed at greater rates, 
so it is economical for media 
creators to feed us entertain-
ment rather than information.

Oxford Dictionaries chose 
Post-Truth for its 2016 Word 

of the year. Post-Truth is the 
idea that the truth no longer 
matters in decision-making, 
and that people tend

to make decisions based on 
feelings and emotions rather 
than facts.

The truth has ceased to 
matter, and all that matters 
to us as media consumers is 
entertainment value, and all 
that matters to media creators 
is their bottom line. This has 
made facts and truth irrel-
evant, and this dismissal of 
the truth is one of the reasons 
why we have president-elect 
Donald Trump.

Want to hear my thoughts 
on what we can do about this 
as young people? I’ll write an-

other editorial next issue.

Op-Ed: Bay Area Battles Rise In Hate Crimes

By Andy Gagliardi

The weeks following our 
presidential election were 
packed with local protests, calls 
for unity, and newly sparked 
conversations about how to 
move forward. But they were 
also full of the unspoken ques-
tion, “Now what?” Yes, America 
elected a presidential candidate 
who has repeated sexist, rac-
ist, xenophobic, Islamophobic, 
transphobic, and homophobic 
rhetoric, gained support from 
the Ku Klux Klan as well as oth-
er white nationalist groups, and 
was recorded bragging about 
sexually assaulting women. But 
what will happen next? How 
will we in the Bay Area, inside 
one of the most liberal bubbles 
in the world, be directly impact-
ed by the election?

The answer came soon 
enough. Since the election, hate 
crime rates have gone up na-
tionwide. Police in New York 
City logged over 43 possible 
hate crimes in three weeks fol-
lowing the election. The South-
ern Poverty Law Center report-
ed 867 hate crimes nationwide 
in the 10 days following the 
election, and over 1,000 in the 
days after. Racist, anti-Semitic, 

Islamophobic, and homophobic 
graffiti, letters reading “depor-
tation” handed out by students 
to their peers, and chants of 
“Trump Nation” and “Build the 
Wall” at Latino students in caf-
eterias plagued schools all over 
the country

The Bay Area was not spared. 
The day after the election, a 
Muslim student at San Jose 
State University was attacked 
by a man trying to yank her 
hijab off. A Syrian woman on 
BART was verbally assaulted 
by a woman screaming at her 
that Trump would deport her. 

Graffiti above the urinals in a 
Danville, CA high school bath-
room was found reading “Col-
ored” and “White”. A Fremont 
hiker with a bandana on her 
head, presumably mistaken for 
a Muslim woman, came back 
to her car at the end of her hike 
to find a note reading “Hi-
jab-wearing [expletive]. This is 
our nation – now get the [exple-
tive] out.” A Bay Area mosque 
received a hate letter addressed 
to the “children of Satan”, calling 
Trump “the new sheriff in town” 
and stating that “he’s going to 
do to you what Hitler did to the 

Jews.
In an interview on 60 Min-

utes, President-elect Trump 
claimed he hadn’t heard any-
thing about the rising levels of 
hate crimes. “I saw one or two 
instances. I think it’s a very 
small amount.” He then turned 
to the camera. “I say, ‘Stop it.’ If 
it - if it helps, I will say this, and 
I will say right to the cameras: 
‘Stop it.’

In contrast to the Presi-
dent-elect’s passive response, 
Bay Area officials have made 
it clear that this new trend will 
not be allowed to continue. 

San Francisco District Attor-
ney George Gascón stated, “We 
as a nation and certainly not in 
San Francisco will not tolerate 
hate or abuse without conse-
quences.” 

The Alameda County Dis-
trict Attorney’s office activated a 
six-language hotline number for 
reporting of hate-related crimes. 
[510-208-4824] 

District Attorney O’Malley 
said in a news release that “My 
office will be a leader in the 
fight against hate-based crimes 
and hateful rhetoric that targets 
any person or group of people.” 

Fremont city officials re-
leased an open letter condemn-
ing hateful treatment of minori-
ties signed by the Mayor and 
several city councilmembers.

Hate crimes are meant to 
create fear. We must respond 
with love. We must show that 
we are not afraid, and that we 
will not allow ourselves to be-
come divided.

People of color are Ameri-
cans. Muslims are Americans. 
Immigrants are Americans. 
LGBTQ+ people are Americans. 
We must never forget that.

By Samuel Getachew

Bay Area community members join hands around Lake Merritt. 

Joseph Harmon/Scribe

New Year’s Resolutions From the Tech Community
By Sonia Aronson

It’s a new year, and for 
many Tech students and 
teachers that means New Year’s 
resolutions. From breaking 
bad habits to learning new 
skills, these resolutions take 
many forms. Here is what 
some students and teachers 
have pledged to do in 2017:

• Be more assertive
• Talk to or text my kids 

everyday (Ms. Haugen)
• Watch better films
• Be more appreciative of 

the people I love
• Bring my water bottle to 

school everyday
• Make my bed everyday
• Go to sleep at 9
• Get a job
• More activism

• Buy fewer items in plas-
tic packaging

• Get yolked
• Bake more pie
• Sleep more
• Learn how to blow a 

bubble
• Get and stay organized
• Be less sarcastic
• Learn the non-English 

words to Moana
• Learn to cook

• Start drinking juice out 
of a mug

• Keep up enough moti-
vation to graduate

• Be nicer to my family
• Improve myself every-

day
• Watch more documen-

taries
• Go on Instagram less
• Achieve a Snapchat 

score of 200,000

• Have more fun
• Learn how to drive
• Be more humble
• Get in shape
• Learn the Bio student 

teacher’s name
• Stop ignoring my par-

ents when they talk to 
me

• Learn to ski
• Keep up with current 

events



PAG E  6 D e c e mb e r  2 0 1 6 / Janu ar y  2 0 1 7

Features

Students Enjoy Telegraph Holiday Street Fair
This past December, Tele-

graph Avenue hosted its 33rd 
annual Holiday Street Fair. 
The Street Fair, held between 
Dwight Way and Bancroft 
Way on Telegraph, hosted over 
200 artists over the course of 
6 days. Vendors were selling 
everything from clothing and 
jewelry to fried oreos to hand-
made puppets and figurines. 

Although this fair was 
dubbed a “holiday” fair, there 
wasn’t anything that set it apart 
from other events through-
out the year; it was just about 

identical to your average 
Berkeley Flea Market. The 
website promised shoppers 
“festive lights [and] colorful 
decorations,” and while there 
were the standard ribbons 
along light posts, no other 
holiday decor were present, 
and the lights were turned off 
because the fair is held during 
the daytime. 

That being said, it was a 
thoroughly enjoyable street 
fair! The atmosphere was 
jovial. All the vendors were 
friendly and clearly dedicated 

to their work, which made the 
experience much more enjoy-
able. Although the vendors 
weren’t selling anything hol-
iday-specific, the fair was a 
great place to find little odds 
and ends for holiday gifts: 
handmade copper jewelry, 
adorable succulents in tiny 
pots and shells, soaps and can-
dles, original art, witty mugs, 
and all kinds of clothing. There 
were also booths selling food, 
including vendors selling 
different kinds of olive oil and 
artisan coffees. 

The prices varied, but most 
things were slightly expensive 
and weren’t great for someone 
on a high schooler’s budget. 
If you’re looking to save your 
money, maybe the Telegraph 
Street Fair isn’t where you 
want to be, but if you’re in the 
market for something a little 
more quirky and have some 
money to blow, this is the place 
for you!

The fair is sadly over now, 
but it will be back next year 
in mid November, so be sure 
to keep an eye out for spe-

cific dates! In the meantime, 
you can enjoy the Jack of 
All Trades fair in downtown 
Oakland. It’s an indie craft & 
antique market being held on 
January 14th in Jack London 
Square. If you’re looking for 
something a little bigger, the 
Treasure Island Flea Market 
will also be held on Sunday, 
January 29. It has over 400 
different vendors, along with 
food trucks and activities for 
kids. Telegraph will be open 
again with more street fairs on 
Sundays over the summer. 

By Fiona Osborn and Mia Martin

There is a lot of confusion 
surrounding a Trump presi-
dency; the billionaire’s cabinet 
picks, his values, his control—
or lack thereof, and most puz-
zling of all, his victory. Even 
months after the election some 
are calling the most bizarre in 
history, speculation remains 
over how the former business-
man was elected commander 
in chief. 

The U.S. election process 
appears mostly straightfor-
ward: the candidates cam-
paign, are chosen to repre-
sent their respective parties 
through the primaries, and 
then battle it out at rallies, in 
debates and in the media, until 
the people vote on Election 
Tuesday. However, due to the 
Electoral College, Americans 
can vote to elect one candidate 
while the electors vote to elect 
another. Since 270 electoral 
votes are needed to win the 
presidency, whichever candi-

date reaches that number first 
is declared the winner, regard-
less of how many popular votes 
they attracted. 

This is exactly what oc-
curred during the 2016 pres-
idential election. Donald 
Trump won 306 Electoral 

College votes, more than Hil-
lary Clinton’s 232. However, 
as of press time, Clinton won 
the popular vote by 2.9 million 
votes. This is not the only time 
this has happened either. The 
most recent example in our 
history is from 2000, when Al 

Gore, a Democrat run-
ning against Republican 
George Bush, won the 
popular vote but was not 
elected President. These 
instances, so close to 
each other, have sparked 
conversations about the 
importance of the Elec-
toral College.

Freshman Ashley 
Tran explained that the 
Electoral College was 
initially created with 
the intent of allowing 
more educated people 
to represent rural areas 
that candidates were less 
likely to visit. However, 
with increased access 
to information, she said 

“it is unfair . . . and doesn’t 
represent a democracy.” 

Senior Sofia de Melo 
agreed, saying “I don’t enjoy 
the fact that it does not use 
proportional representation, 
because one vote in California 

is equal to four votes in Wy-
oming…” She is not wrong, 
because the number of elector-
al votes a state has is equal to 
its number of representatives 
in Congress (determined by 
population) plus two electoral 
votes for the two senators rep-
resenting each state (regardless 
of population).

 The feeling that Ameri-
cans are not being represent-
ed equally by the Electoral 
College is common among 
Tech students, as freshman Eli 
Robins says, “the people did 
not choose Trump, so it’s not 
fair that he’ll be the president.” 
Robins adds that he believes 
“the Electoral College is point-
less.” 

In the words of Abraham 
Lincoln, the United States is a 
“government of the people, by 
the people, for the people,” but 
when the people are not fairly 
represented, does that state-
ment still hold true?

Tech Students Debate Value of Electoral College
By Penelope Martindale and Amelia Moore

Members of the Math Competition club at their lunchtime meeting.

Club Spotlight: Math Competition Club
If you are a student who loves 

math or is interested in challenging 
problem-solving, Oakland Tech’s 
Math Competition club is for you! 

New to Tech this year, the Math 
Competition (Mathletes) Club was 
created to provide students with an 
opportunity to expand their mathe-
matical skills beyond the classroom 
and meet new students who also 
enjoy math. Through individual and 
group work, students learn the tips 
and tricks to solve seemingly impos-
sible but fun math problems. 

“At first glance the questions may 
seem difficult, but the feeling you get 
from finally solving them is satisfy-
ing. You learn to really appreciate 
the process” says Aden Goldberg, a 
Junior and Co-president of the club. 

The problems, he explains are “like 
puzzles and they make you think 
hard.” With problems difficult to ev-
eryone, the Math Competition Club 
brings students of all different math 
levels together. 

Math Competition Club will also 
prepare students for monthly math 
competitions around high schools 
in the Bay Area. Last month in their 
first competition at Piedmont, Tech’s 
Mathletes placed second place with 
only four team members. For future 
competitions the club hopes to bring 
more students and develop a winning 
streak for Oakland Tech. 

Math Competition club meets 
Thursdays during lunch in room 206. 
Everyone is welcome.

By Raymond Chu and Renzo Tanaka-Wong

Students pose with a Hillary Clinton cutout in a Government class.

Ollie Elmgren/Scribe

Antonia Starc/Scribe

Ballot Measure/Proposition Results

Students Weigh In On SBAC Testing
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Volunteering Opportunities in the New Year

In the wake of the Presiden-
tial election, it is easy to forget 
about less publicized down 
ballot measures and proposi-
tions. Here are the results of 
the more notable ones from 
November:

California Propositions:

Prop 55: High Earner Tax
Passed
Approves extending the 

2012 tax increase on individu-
als earning over $250,000 and 
couples earning over $500,000 
to 2030; the revenue will go to 
public schools and health care 
for low income children.

Prop 56: Tobacco Tax
Passed
Adds an additional $2 to 

the sale of cigarettes, e-ciga-
rettes containing nicotine, and 
other tobacco products: the 

money will go to the state bud-
get to help fund Medicare.

Prop 57: Criminal Sentenc-
ing

Passed
Increases the number of 

non-violent offenders eligible 
for parole, saving millions of 
dollars by decreasing the pris-
on population; allows judges to 
decide whether to try a minor 
as an adult, which will most 
likely decrease the number of 
people in the adult system.

Prop 58: Bilingual Education
Passed
Allows public schools to de-

cide how to teach non-English 
speaking students (whereas be-
fore they were forced to teach 
almost entirely in English).

Prop 62: Death Penalty
Failed
Would have abolished the 

death penalty to avoid execut-

ing innocent people.
Prop 66: Death Penalty
Passed
Competing with Prop 62, 

this is an alternative way to 
reform the criminal justice 
system. It will shorten the time 
people are on death row, which 
saves money that is currently 
spent housing them. 

Prop 63: Gun Control
Passed
Establishes new gun restric-

tions, most notably requiring 
background checks for those 
purchasing ammunition and 
bans the possession of maga-
zines that hold more than 10 
bullets.

Prop 64: Legalizing Mari-
juana 

Passed
Allows adults over 21 to 

possess one ounce of marijua-
na and grow up to six potted 

plants at home for recreation-
al purposes; allows for the 
regulation and taxation of 
non-medical marijuana. 

Prop 67: Plastic Bags
Passed
Supports the ban on plas-

tic bags that Governor Jerry 
Brown signed into law in 2014 
and allows retailers to charge 
10 cents for other carryout 
bags. 

Oakland Measures:

Measure G1
Passed
Establishes a $120 parcel 

tax (a form of property tax) for 
12 years to provide money for 
salary increases for teachers 
and improving middle school 
art, music, and language pro-
grams.

Measure HH
Passed
Imposes a 1 cent per ounce 

tax on distributors of sugary 
beverages with the intention of 
reducing rates of obesity, dia-
betes, heart disease, and other 
conditions linked to sugar 
consumption.

Measure JJ
Passed
Extends just-cause evic-

tion requirements from units 
approved before 1980 to units 
approved before 1995, and 
requires landlords to get ap-
proval for unconventional rent 
increases in order to protect 
Oakland renters. 

Measure LL
Passed
Approves the creation of a 

Police Commission comprised 
of civilians to look into com-
plaints of police misconduct.

At the beginning of the 
school year, seniors may have 
gotten a envelope from OUSD. 

You guessed it, 
it’s your Smarter 
Balanced Assesse-
ment Consortium 
(SBAC) results 
from May 2016. 
The SBAC tests 
students’ thinking 
skills, ability to do 
mental math, in-
terpret graphs, and 
overall improve-
ment over time. 
The SBAC testing 
is a final exam that 
every junior in Cal-
ifornia has to take. 
It covers Math, 
English, and some 
Science. According 
to Tech Senior Lo-
gan Basch, the test 
lasted two block 
periods per day for 
several days.

The SBACs 
replaced the old test called 
the Caliifornia Standards Test 
(CST) According to some 

students, the the new test was 
harder than the CST because of 
longer essays to write, answer-
ing questions, harder per-
formance tasks, and tougher 
stories to understand. 

Freshman Josie Chen be-
lieves that the SBAC is better, 
saying, “The fact that it’s on 
computers now opens up a lot 
of different options to enhance 
and really modify tests accord-
ing to the student, which I per-
sonally think is really helpful 
for students who struggle.” 

Last year, Oakland Tech 
junior performed slightly bet-
ter on the SBAC compared to 
schools across the state. In the 
English Language Arts Section, 
61% of Tech students met or 
exceeded state standards, while 
the state average was 49%. For 
the Mathematics section, only 
32% of Tech students met or 
exceeded standards, while the 
state average was close at 37%.
The percent of Tech students 
who did not meet math stan-

dards is also higher than the 
state average, at 44% compared 
to 35%. 

However, these results may 
not accurately reflect aca-
demics at Tech. Senior Logan 
Basch says many students did 
not take the testing seriously. 
“When we were explained this, 
it kind of struck us that as long 
as you have a good ACT or 
SAT score, which everyone was 
already taking as those tests 
are required for most college 
applications, you could fail the 
SBAC and it would not affect 
your CSU application status.” 
Basch adds that “it didn’t mat-
ter how well you did because 
you could simply send in your 
SAT/ACT scores to override 
your SBAC scores.  Our big-
gest hint that this test did not 
matter was when we found out 
that if you got a written letter 
from your parents, you were 
not required to participate in 
this test.  You could get out of it 
easily!” 

Ballot Measure/Proposition Results
By Eliana Thompson

Students Weigh In On SBAC Testing

The SBACs are administered on Chromebooks every spring.

By Harry Zhu

Sally Garretson/Scribe

As 2017 begins and the 
first semester comes to a close, 
consider getting involved in 
volunteering! Below is a list of 
opportunities for Tech students 
to take action:

• Volunteer as a peer 
tutor at Oakland Inter-
national High School. 
Only a few blocks from 
Tech, students can use 

their free periods to 
assist immigrant stu-
dents with their school-
work. Contact xavier@
reftrans.org for more 
information.

• Help set up events for 
the Muslim Community 
Association, located in 
Santa Clara.

• Phone bank, prepare 

food, and more with So-
mos Familia, a commu-
nity organization advo-
cating for the rights of 
LGBTQ+ Latino youth. 
Somos Familia also 
organizes weekly walks 
around Lake Merritt.

• Spend an hour a week 
teaching one of your 
hobbies (any arts or 

athletics) to Oakland 
children with chronic 
illnesses. Timing is flex-
ible with your schedule. 
Check out coachart.org 
for more information.

• Cook breakfast wraps 
for Uhuru, an organiza-
tion that sells both food 
and furniture to sup-
port African economic 

independence. Uhuru 
has a breakfast booth at 
the Grand Lake Farmers 
Market every Saturday 
morning.

• Sort fresh produce and 
canned foods at the 
Alameda County Food 
Bank. Volunteer indi-
vidually or in groups, 
any day of the week.

By Joseph Harmon
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(Ghost Ship Fire Continued from Page 1)

views, she has assembled a 
team of students to do the job: 
the Youth Wellness Advisory 
Board (YWAB).

Drawing inspiration from 
other Americorps-linked 
health groups throughout the 
Bay Area, Taylor says that she 
wants “the students to come 
up with the ideas, the students 
come up with the project.” 
Meanwhile, Taylor says, she is 
“going to work on the logistics 
of how to make it happen with 
the school or the district.” 

By allowing the students 
space to lead the projects, 
Taylor says she would “really 
like for the students’ desires 
and needs to come out,” which 
she hopes will “allow them to 
bring in their talents if they’re 

an artist or a coder, or any 
other talents they have that 
they can bring to the cam-
paign.” As an added benefit, 
YWAB students can opt to 
receive a paid stipend or vol-
unteer hours for their service.

The YWAB’s emphasis on 
student input resonated with 
sophomores Alex Arriola and 
Ishmael Martinez, both of 
whom were accepted onto the 
Board. 

Martinez says he was 
drawn to the YWAB by “the 
fact that we could do some-
thing about our own school’s 
community,” adding that 
“We’re given the chance to 
improve [the community]  by 
signing up. And I took that 
chance.”

For Arriola, the 
appeal of the board 
was that “We get to 
spread awareness,” 
adding that “We could 
make a difference and 
teach people how to 
stay safe about certain 
health issues.”

Senior Stacey 
Grijalba believes that 
the Board provides 
another great way for 
Tech students to build 
community with one 
another. Grijalba says 
that she “wanted to 
join because I think 
it’s a good thing that 
people are trying to 
do something after 
school, talk to more people, 
interact,” adding that the 
YWAB is “a good opportunity 
to interact with all people of 
different ages.” 

Moving forward, the 
YWAB could organize any-
thing from classroom work-
shops to assemblies to murals. 
Currently, the Board has 
decided to address mental 

health issues such as stress and 
insecurity. Taylor also ex-
pressed her interest in seeing 
the YWAB organize lunchtime 
sex-ed talks, saying that the 
students could lead discussion 
around health issues “in a way 
that’s even more inclusive and 
less stigmatizing than I could.”

Though the YWAB makes 
up a small cohort of students, 
the Board is already setting 
the precedent for future stu-

dent health groups at Oak-
land Tech. Any students not 
accepted into the YWAB are 
currently being considered 
for a group directly through 
the Techniclinic. Hopefully, 
the work of the YWAB will 
continue to inspire productive, 
welcoming, and informative 
discussions on student health 
around campus in the years to 
come.

(YWAB Continued from Page 1)

(Attendance Policy continued from Page 1)

communities and contribu-
tors to Bay Area culture. They 
were film-makers, local radio 
DJs, baristas, visual artists, and 
friends and family of many. 
Their presence will be dearly 
missed in the community.

One of the victims, Draven 
McGill--a San Francisco high 
school student--was only 17 
years old when he was lost 
in the blaze. The son of an 
Alameda County sheriff, Mc-
Gill studied the arts and was 
deeply involved in choir. He 
was known by some at Tech 
through a recreational soccer 
team. 

This devastating accident 
shocked and deeply saddened 
the Oakland community and 
attracted national attention 
and sympathy. Several vigils 
and sympathy demonstrations 
have been organized by the 
Bay Area community. City, 

state, and national government 
officials have offered their 
condolences to those affected 
by the fire. The Golden State 
Warriors, the Oakland Athlet-
ics, and the Oakland Raiders 
sports teams have all pledged 
donations to provide relief to 
the families of those who were 
injured or killed in the blaze. 

In the aftermath of the 
tragedy, concerns have been 
raised about the fire safety 
standards that were clearly a 
factor in the spread and mag-
nitude of the fire. The Ghost 
Ship warehouse was not per-
mitted as a residential building 
or as a music venue and did 
not comply with the safety 
codes required for these cer-
tifications. Many have blamed 
the owner of the warehouse 
for failing to certify or update 
the building. The city of Oak-
land has also been criticized 

for not 
enforc-
ing the 
permit 
require-
ments 
for local 
buildings. 
These 
are valid 
critiques 
that must 
be ad-
dressed 
in order 
to avoid a 
repetition 
of this 
tragedy. 

Con-
versely, 
many 
artists are concerned that in 
response to the Ghost Ship fire 
city officials will begin strictly 
enforcing building regulations 

and evicting residents of unof-
ficial art collectives. As mem-
bers of the Oakland commu-
nity choose to move forward 

in making this city a more safe 
and welcoming place, we will 
never forget the lives of those 
lost in this tragic fire.

the people trying to enforce it 
and the students...Personally, 
for me, that’s an unacheivable 
goal,” she says of avoiding tru-
ancy under the new policy. 

 The letters home will 
be generated automatically by 
Aeries and mailed home at the 

end of every week. While the 
change isn’t drastic, the general 
attitude at Tech seems to coin-
cide with DeMelo’s sentiments 
when she says: “I think this is 
completely unnecessary.”

Natalie Barr/Scribe

Joseph Harmon/Scribe


