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Facing $14 Million in Budget Cuts, 
School District Plans Ahead

Tech Students 
and Staff Stand 

Together Against 
Inauguration 

Tech students participated in Women’s Marches both around the Bay Area and in Washington, D.C.

Meta Austin/Scribe

Oakland Unified is 
facing a difficult challenge 
right now. If the district 
cannot make challenging 
decisions to cut funding in 
several areas, it could land itself in debt. 
Interim Superintendent Devin Dillon 
says the deficit “results from lower than 
anticipated enrollment coupled with 
increased cost to our retirement benefits 
for all employees” as well as “ rising costs 
for basic services in departments like 
Special Education, Early Childhood and 
Nutrition Services.”

Several steps were taken once news 
of the projected deficit came out. Ala-
meda County moved the district from 
“positive” to “qualified” in terms of fiscal 
stability. A qualified certification means 
it is unsure if the district will be able 
to meet financial goals, while a positive 

certification means those obligations are 
attainable. The district will also be re-
quired to submit additional fiscal reports 
in coming years. 

 Following the budget report, late 
superintendent Antwan Wilson initiated 
a hiring freeze and suspended spending 
for all schools. This, says Dillon, “puts in 
place a checks and balances protocol to 
ensure that we are not spending on items 
unless they are absolutely necessary to do 
school.” 

Wilson also put together a proposal 
that would cut the budget by $25 million. 
The plan would cut $8.5 million from 
central administration and $5.5 million 
due to declining enrollment. But on 

Administrators from the OUSD central office, school board, and high schools 
are working together to address upcoming budget cuts, including Interim Super-

intendent Devin Dillon (third from left).

Sonia Aronson/Scribe

While a new face took 
over the White House on 
January 21, seven social 
justice clubs took over the 
Tech library. Their perfor-
mances and activities that 
had been in the works 
for almost as long as the 
United States had been 
preparing for the new 
presidency. They called 
it the Counter-Inaugura-
tion.

“We wanted to do 
something, but we didn’t 

know what,” said senior 
Lucile Henderson of the 
clubs’ responses to the 
outcome of the 2016 pres-
idential election. 

“We realized that this 
should have happened a 
while ago,” added Eleanor 
Godfrey-Davis, a member 
of Tech’s Queer Straight 
Alliance. “While our 
struggles are different and 
unique, many of us have 
overlapping struggles that 
we needed to acknowl-

Every day, between 
grading tests and 
marking up essays, 
Joel Wing flips open 
his laptop and browses 
through the latest war 
casualties in Iraq. He 
searches for bomb-
ings and shootings, 
the collapse of a rebel 
camp here, the death 
of a journalist there. In 
total, he scans through 
about 45 English 
and Arabic language 
newspapers per day 

and compiles his 
findings into a massive 
spreadsheet. His data 
analysis has gained 
him international at-
tention, publication in 
think tank reports and 
newspapers, and even 
a job offer from the 
Pentagon. 

Mr. Wing has been 
teaching history class-
es at Oakland Tech for 
over twenty years, but 
began to take on the 
role of part-time data 

analyst following the 
entry of United States 
troops into Iraq in 
2003. Wing says that 
he was one of many 
online users, Ameri-
cans and Iraqis alike, 
interested in mon-
itoring the conflict. 
He first entered the 
process by posting on 
message boards dedi-
cated to the effort. Af-
ter a while, Wing says 
that he figured that 
after “writing these big 

articles, I might as well 
start a blog too.”

Wing launched his 
blog, Musings on Iraq, 
in 2008, around the 
same time when the 
previous online com-
munities documenting 
Iraqi conflict began to 
disband. Since then, 
Wing has risen to 
the occasion to fill a 
unique niche in the 
intelligence commu-
nity. He writes four to 
seven articles per week 

summarizing battles, 
updating body counts, 
and explaining rele-
vant Iraqi history. As 
of press time, Wing is 
one of the only data 
analysts in the world 
consistently tracking 
the lives lost in Iraq. 

Wing says that “the 
United Nations used 
to keep track of casual-
ties, but they got pres-
sured from the Iraqi 
government and they 
stopped. There’s one 

Tech Teacher Attracts International 
Attention for Military Data Analysis

By Meta Austin

By Joseph Harmon

By Sonia Aronson

(District Debt continues on Page 8)

(Women’s March continues on Page 2)
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The nationwide Women’s 
March created a promise of 
hope for many Tech students 
who have been frightened by 
the implications of a Trump 
presidency.

The March was intended to 
stand up for the civil rights of 
women and minorities and to 
assert to Trump and his sup-
porters that women will not 
adhere to their unjust values.

Among the marchers were 

many Oakland Tech students 
inspired to march for their 
rights.

Senior Eliana Thompson 
went in order to “be part of 
something that shows incom-
ing administration we are not 
gonna just let stuff happen and 
we’re gonna protest everything 
and resist everything.”

Millions of people around 
the world marched on January 
21st. In Oakland, an estimated 
60,000 marched from Madison 
Park to Frank Ogawa Plaza, 
exceeding all expectations. 

“It felt really empowering 
to see how many people there 
were and how many people 
went out to show what they 
believed in,” comments Tech 
freshman Cecile Noguera.

In Washington D.C, the 
original location, approxi-
mately 500,000 people attend-
ed.

A few Tech students were 
able to go. Junior Isabel Tor-
rence recounts her experience 
walking down Pennsylvania 
Ave. towards the White House. 
Torrance said that she was 

amazed by the expanse of peo-
ple, adding that “you would 
think that there would be all 
the people there that could be 
marching with you but there 
would be hundreds of more 
people streaming in.”

The overwhelming feeling 
from the marchers was one of 
hope and unity. 

Thompson describes the 
atmosphere as “very energiz-
ing and it makes you feel like 
what you do is gonna matter 
because there are so many 
people with you.”

Dates to 
Remember

Mar 2 - 6:00 p.m. AASAP Comit-
tee Meeting

Mar 3 - 3:30 p.m. First Friday

Mar 11 - 6:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 
Tech Auction @ California Ball-

room

Mar 13 - 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
PTSA Meeting

For more events and dates, visit 
oaklandtech.com/staff/calendar

News

Students React to Potential Schedule Restrictions

Paideia Program Faces Future Scheduling Dilemma

 
 Sports 
Calendar

Mar 1 - 3:30 p.m.Var 
Baseball

@ Henderson Field 

Mar 2 - 4:00 p.m. Var Girls 
Softball

Mar 3 - 6:00 p.m. Var Girls 
Lacrosse

Mar 31 - Var Track and Field

*more events listed on online 
calendar*

For more information 
visit oaklandtech.com/staff/

athletics-calendar

FROM THE WEB
 

Last month, we asked
readers in an online poll: 

Should the Paideia Program 
become a separate academy? 

46% said: Yes, Paideia should 
become an academy.

46% said: No, Paideia should 
remain a program

8% said: Other/Undecided

Visit
oaklandtechscribe.com

now to vote in our latest poll

Bay Area Citizens Take to Streets for 
Women’s March

By Ayla Frost and
 Clara McGilly

Clara McGilly/Scribe
If you ask Donald Trump, 

he’ll tell you “nobody respects 
women more than [him].” The 
first weeks of his presidency, 
the Trump administration’s 
actions tell a different story. 

On his first Monday in of-
fice, January 23, Trump signed 
an executive order previously 
signed by Ronald Reagan and 
George W. Bush, known as 
the Mexico City Policy or the 
Global Gag rule. The order 
prohibits the use of U.S. mon-
ey for performing abortions 
and educating women on 
their rights concerning abor-
tions in foreign countries. 

On February 3rd, the 
New York Times published 
an article responding to an 
unverified report from the 
White House detailing that 
Trump wanted all female staff-
ers, employees and aides to 
“dress like a woman,” sparking 
the hashtag “#DressLikeA-
Woman.” Thousands of people 
posted on social media show-
ing women such as astronaut 
Mae Jemison in her space suit, 
Supreme Court Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg in her court 
robes, and activist Malala 
Yousafzai wearing her hijab, 
asking if this is what Trump 
meant. 

On February 7th, Senator 
Elizabeth Warren was stopped 
from reading Coretta Scott 
King’s letter from 1986 speak-
ing out against Jeff Sessions 
at his confirmation hearing. 
Majority Leader Mitch McCo-
nnell said Senator Warren had 
violated a rarely used Sen-
ate rule that states a senator 
cannot impugn or question 
the motives and conduct of a 
fellow senator. However, four 
of Warren’s male colleagues 

were allowed to read the letter 
after she had been silenced. 

Freshman Ashley Benitez 
says that she feels the Trump 
administration is also sending 
a message that “girls of col-
or can’t do anything; they’re 
useless.” His cabinet is made 
up of 75% white men, a close 
second to Ronald Reagan’s 
cabinet. Only 2 out of the 22 
people nominated or con-
firmed for cabinet positions so 
far are women of color. 

Freshman Ivelisse Diaz 
says she feels Trump is say-
ing “women and people of 
color should not be proud of 
[themselves]” and that Trump 
“doesn’t even consider the 
daily struggle of where we 
feel we belong… he has yet to 
teach himself to empathize.” 
This speaks again to the lack 
of representation Trump 
brings to the White House. 
Trump has never taken birth 
control or given birth. He has 
never been sexually assaulted 
or forced to fend off unwant-
ed sexual advances. He has 
never been paid less for doing 
the same work as someone 
else, never been unrepre-
sented, and has never been 
stereotyped or scrutinized on 
account of his gender.

Despite the fact that 
women share these strug-
gles, divisions persist within 
feminist and women’s rights 
movements. On the topic 
of the nationwide women’s 
marches following the inau-
guration, sophomore Paloma 
Perez believes “the women’s 
march was created really to 
protest Trump’s bigotry, and it 
ended up being mostly white 
women…it’s ironic because 
they were trying to protest his 

sexism but ended just add-
ing to the problem with all 
their cissexism…it just really 
sucked because [some] white 
women voted for Trump, and 
then got up on [that] Saturday 
and marched against him like 
they did nothing wrong…
instead of owning up to their 
mistakes.” This is not to say 
that white women haven’t 
risen to the occasion and sup-
ported women of color, but 
it is important to recognize 
these instances. As the writer 
Audra Lorde once wrote, “I 
am not free while any woman 
is unfree, even if her shackles 
are very different from my 
own.” 

When it comes down to 
it, we all have to act, and not 
just some of us; black, Latina, 
trans, Asian, bi, Middle East-
ern, and lesbian, women and 
girls who are not yet of voting 
age must fight for ourselves 
and for each other even if our 
struggles are very different. 
Our voices will matter the 
next time the Trump is up 
for reelection in 2020, so we 
must organize, protest and 
fight back against a man who 
threatens everything we stand 
for. As Coretta Scott King 
said, “Women, if the soul of 
the nation is to be saved, I 
believe that you must become 
its soul.”

Op-Ed: Women of Oakland Tech 
Respond to Trump

By Penelope Martindale

Thousands showed up to the Women’s March in Oakland.
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News

Students React to Potential Schedule Restrictions

Paideia Program Faces Future Scheduling Dilemma
Over the past few months, 

several rumors about Paideia 
have been spreading throughout 
our school and community. The 
Paideia Program originated as 
a English/History block which 
was  founded at Tech by Mary-
ann Wolfe and Marietta Joe, that 
included a humanities curricu-
lum. Since Paideia also doubles 
as an advanced English/History 

class, it is only available for an 
estimated 150 spots within each 
grade starting with 10th grad-
ers. In order to get in, students 
must go through an application 
process. Since Paideia is in such 
high demand, the Tech admin-
istration has thought up of the 
idea to expand in order to have 
enough space for the students 
whose applications were denied. 
But there were some complica-
tions with the Health Academy 
schedule which 

excluded the academy from this 
idea. This new idea essentially 
calls for all sophomores, exclud-
ing those in the Health Acad-
emy, to be enrolled in Paideia. 
Although this idea is not written 
in stone, there is a strong possi-
bility that it will come into effect 
next school year.

The Health Academy, one of 
Tech’s largest academies, seems 
to prioritize a stronger com-
munity more than including 

a Paideia block. Since 
the master schedule was 
disorganized this school 
year, the Health Academy 
classes were scrambled 
and the students had 
classes with others not 
in the academy. As a way 
to fix this year’s problem 
they have decided to used 
the proposed idea as a 
solution. However, this 
idea limits the options of 
those who want to be in 
the Paideia program and 
the Health Academy. 

Freshman Aidan 
Young says that “a big rea-

son why I came to this school 
was so that I could do Paideia 
and the Health Academy...Only 
being able to do one of these 
programs is going to be very 
limiting for me.” 

However, being able to fit 
in all of the available programs 
that Tech has to offer into the 
student’s schedule has proven  
difficult for the administration 
to allow. Since students will no 
longer be able choose multiple 
programs to be enrolled in, the 
students will have to choose 
a pathway that fits their best 
interest. 

“When we have so many op-
tions, it really is going to come 
student by student,” Co-Princi-
pal Josue Diaz explains, adding 
that “we just need to be very 
clear that students will have to 
choose...It’s hard to do every-
thing here. There’s so much to 
offer. And I think it’s a good skill 
to have: prioritize what their 
interest is.”

One of the main reasons why 
Paideia is not an academy itself 
was designed so that students 

can be a part of the program as 
well as enroll in an academy. 
However, this proposed idea 
is defeating the purpose. If the 
new proposal goes through, 
some students won’t be able to 
participate in both programs. 
When picking an academy for 
the next three years, the new 
plan of Health Academy existing 
without the Paideia curriculum 
affects the decision of freshman 
and the incoming students who 
plan on attending Oakland Tech.

We must take into account 
what dilemma this will cause 
for the freshman wanting to be 
in Paideia along with Health 
Academy. Will this new pro-
posal decrease the amount of 
students enrolling in the Health 
program due to the desire to be 
in Paideia? Will this proposal 
attract more applicants to the 
Health Academy as a way to 
avoid Paideia? Only time will 
tell, but for now all the Tech 
community can do is anticipate 
the next steps of our school 
administration to see if this pro-
posal passes through the district.

Recently, some new changes have 
occurred regarding Paideia and the 
Health Academy. Specifically, incom-
ing sophomores applying to Health 
Academy may not be able to enroll in 
Paideia. This conflict is now on the 
forefronts of many ninth grade minds, 
and as the upcoming school year ap-
proaches, ninth graders such as Fran-
ces Grout feel “nervous and scared 
because I don’t want my education to 
be a guinea pig for the school.” This 
new rule has set doubt in the minds 
of many ninth graders, and Frances 

along with some of her friends are not 
considering Health Academy as an op-
tion anymore, or are forced to choose 
between both interests.  

Angelah Asiimwe, a junior in both 
programs, says she chose to partic-
ipate in both because Paideia was, 
“an accelerated track for English and 
history and Health Academy is some-
thing I wanted to pursue, so I would 
be bummed if I had to choose.” Since 
this decision does not affect the cur-
rent students enrolled in both pro-
grams, most students we asked were 

completely unaware of the change, and 
some felt it was unnecessary. Some 
went on to criticize the new change, 
saying people should be able to take 
whatever classes they want; whilst oth-
ers brought up the difference in diver-
sity between the two academies.

 One of the students interviewed 
felt that this change would further per-
petuate the diversity issue of Paideia, 
saying that, “separating the most 
diverse academy (Health) from one of 
the less diverse academies (Paideia) 
might widen, or whiten, the gap.” 

Students would be forced to choose 
between a liberal arts focused pro-
gram with minimal students of color 
enrolled in it, and  a science focused 
career track that is the most diverse 
academy at Tech. Despite the issues it 
raises for incoming sophomores, the 
new changes seems to have pulled back 
a curtain revealing a much larger issue: 
the academy system as it stands does 
not represent the overall population of 
Oakland Tech.

By Carson Lang 
and Sekayi Bardell

By Kendall Prime

Students, families, and staff participate in a meeting to discuss the 
future of the Paideia program.

Joseph Harmon /Scribe

Due to a loss of trans-
portation funding from 
the state, Oakland Unified 
School District will not 
be renewing its deal with 
AC Transit for supplemen-
tal bus service to OUSD 
schools. 

As part of California’s 
home-to-school transpor-
tation program, OUSD 
has received $2.5 million 
per year since 1997 for 
transportation funding.
The school district has 
previously paid AC Tran-
sit $2.25 million for its 
OUSD-specific service, 
with the other $750,000 
being used to subsidize bus 
passes for students who 

need them. 
Right now, AC Transit 

charges Oakland Uni-
fied for supplemental bus 
services as well as charging 
each student, a practice 
the transportation service 
notably does not carry out 
in any of the other school 
districts it runs through. 
OUSD has cited this as the 
main reason for refusing to 
renewing the contract with 
AC Transit.

Currently AC Transit 
coordinates nineteen bus 
routes with the bell sched-
ules of OUSD schools, with 
another fourteen routes 
beginning or ending at the 
schools. At the moment 

there are no AC Transit 
lines around Skyline High 
School or Montera Middle 
School that are not a part 
of OUSD’s contract with 
AC Transit.

However, after the state 
cut transportation fund-
ing to the district, OUSD 
put an end to their deal 
with AC Transit in order 
to reduce budgetary costs. 
It is unclear as to whether 
the end of this contract 
will mean the elimination 
of Oakland school specific 
AC Transit services, as the 
routes will be reviewed to 
determine whether they 
are profitable. District 
officials are trying to work 

with AC Transit to find a 
way to reduce busing costs 
while maintaining crucial 
lines, like the ones that go 
to Montera and Skyline.

Axell Sanchez, a junior, 
sums up his apprehensions 
toward a change in bus 
service, “A bus line change 
would be a large incon-
venience since the public 
buses everyone would take 
would overcrowd, take 
longer, and wouldn’t even 
take us to certain stops the 
school buses would have 
to take us to. A bus change 
would certainly mess with 
most of our already busy 
schedules.”Many Oakland high school students de-

pend on AC Transit buses to get to school.

School District Drops Contract With AC Transit 
By Claire DalyJane Ancheta /Scribe
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For many Tech students, it may be 
hard to remember the political climate 
before the Obama Administration be-
gan in 2008. Given the recent transfer 
of power and the overall contentious 
political environment, how will current 
elementary school students look back on 
this time period? What tone is being set 
for the next generation of youth voters 
and how are elementary schools inform-
ing students about the current presiden-
tial administration? 

At Emerson Elementary School, kids 
are exploring political conversations and 
topics at a young age, and these messag-
es largely exude an overall positive and 
supportive tone. For Caitlin Healey, a 
K-2 SDC Teacher, discussion of political 
themes and topics begins in the Transi-
tional Kindergarten program. These five 
year olds recently worked on a project 
called “If I were president.” They wrote 
what they would do if they were presi-
dent in an attempt to not focus on par-

tisan issues. Although there is not any 
explicit mention of politics in the school 
curriculum, important and meaningful 
issues are still being discussed and are 
prevalent in the community. 

Healey remarked that the messaging 
was the strongest in the days following 
the presidential election. Educational 
materials were sent to parents on how 
to talk to their children about the elec-
tion outcome. The message sent to the 
students was, “we’re here to teach you, 
we love you, we support you, and this is 
a safe space.” Concerned families were 
reminded that OUSD is a sanctuary dis-
trict, meaning that students and families 
would be safe at school regardless of 
their immigration status

KidsRise is a project designed to 
spread positivity and feature the next 
generation of voters, profiling students 
from around the country in grades 5th 
to 12th. Alex Walton, the Community 
School Manager and member of Culture 
and Climate Team at Emerson, spoke 

about how Emerson students participat-
ed in this project. Walton’s two 14 year 
old sons were profiled for this project, 
one of whom is a social justice poet. 

Smeeta Mahanti, the Founder and 
Executive Director of KidsRise, is a 
professional photographer from the Bay 
Area who photographs, profiles, and 
interviews youth for the project. Mah-
anti shares one photo a day through the 
website KidsRise.org and through so-
cial media. The photographs show kids 
holding up a handwritten sign about 
something they are hoping for over the 
next four years with the hashtag dating 
when they will vote. One says, “I am a 
strong girl. I will be an even stronger 
woman. #IVote2024. Another uplifting 
message says, “We control our own lives. 
#IVote2024.” A third one says, “Respect 
other people’s differences. #IVote2026.” 
On the website, Mahanti says that the 
overall goal is to “create a generation of 
voters who are empowered leaders and 
confident decision-makers.” She adds, 

“We aim to create a new generation of 
critical thinking, socially aware, proac-
tive voters. It is not about an agenda or a 
platform. It’s about their voice.”

Walton also suggests that it is import-
ant for youth educators to teach kids to 
organize in a positive and productive 
way instead of lashing out and feeling 
consumed by only negative thoughts. 

In regards to the election Walton says, 
“What happened has happened.” She 
wants students to know that no mat-
ter who is in Washington D.C, it is still 
important to fight for what’s right and 
express your concerns. Walton com-
ments, “We can’t change the results, but 
I told a lot of kids that regardless of who 
won, when you woke up that next day, 
you’re still the same person who is going 
to have to fight for equality anyway.” 
She adds that all students should “keep 
getting educated, keep reading, keep 
volunteering your time, stay focused 
about what is important to you.” Walton 
concluded, “We’ve got to stay positive.”

Tech Establishes New Compost and Recycling Program
News

Emerson Elementary Empowers Next 
Generation of Voters

By Emma Kantor

You might have noticed that 
over Winter Break, colorful 
compost and recycling bins 
joined the old gray trash cans 
throughout Tech’s campus. 
Although this transformation 
seemed almost instantaneous 
to most of Tech’s student body 
upon returning from the break, 
it actually took hard work from 
members of Oakland Tech’s 
Earth Team to get these bins 
there.

Earth Team is a Bay Ar-
ea-based organization that offers 
high school students year long 
internships and provides them 
with the skills to become envi-
ronmental stewards. Earth Team 
started an internship program at 
Tech this year, and implement-
ing the three-bin system was the 
first project they chose to tackle. 

The process began in the fall, 
when the Earth Team conducted 
litter surveys, waste audits, and 

meetings with custodial staff to 
discover that Oakland Tech was 
in need of a different way to get 
rid of its waste.

Their findings revealed that 
all of Tech’s waste was going 
straight to the Altamont Land-
fill, where it was buried un-
derground, contaminating soil 
and groundwater and releasing 
dangerous greenhouse gases. 

Based on a survey of eight 
large trash bags from through-
out the campus, Earth Team 
found that 71% of Tech’s trash 
could be going to compost 
centers, where it would be 
turned into fertilizer, and 20% 
of it could be going to recycling 
centers, where it would be made 
into new products, leaving only 
9% of it to go to the landfill. This 
is why Tech was in such desper-
ate need of a three-bin system.

After their audit, the Earth 
Team met with Tech faculty 
members, district officials, and 
presented in front of the entire 

school at the climate change 
assembly to announce the 
coming of the three-bin System. 
They then outlined the neces-
sary infrastructure and imple-
mentation process with faculty, 
administration, and Oakland 
Unified School District mem-
bers.

Over Winter Break, they 
distributed hundreds of bins to 
classrooms and hallways. Once 
the system was in place, they 
presented to over 245 students 
during class time to raise aware-
ness and provide instruction on 
how to properly use the system. 
In the next few weeks, the Earth 
Team will continue to monitor 
the bins to ensure that all waste 
is being disposed of properly

Now that the three-bin sys-
tem is in place, it is in the hands 
of Tech’s student body to ensure 
that we dispose of our waste 
correctly. In the green compost 
bins, you can put anything that 
is edible or that tears when it 

gets wet, such as paper, tissues, 
or cardboards.In the blue recy-
cling bins, you can put all hard 
plastics such as drink bottles, 
salad containers, or yogurt con-
tainers. In the gray landfill bins, 
you can put all plastics that can 
be crumpled up, such as chip 
bags or candy wrappers. “One of 
the most important takeaways 

for students is to know that if 
they do not know where some-
thing goes, always put it in the 
landfill,” instructs Jenna Topper, 
Senior Program Associate for 
Earth Team and campus coor-
dinator for Oakland Tech. “The 
most important thing is that we 
do not contaminate the com-
post/recycling bins.” 

By Bebe Aronson

The Oakland Tech Earth Team recently installed recycling and 
compost bins.

Antonia Starc/Scribe

Student Leadership Launches Digital Suggestion Box
A little less than a month 

ago, the Tech Student Govern-
ment announced their latest 
project that would let students 
have their voices heard. The 
Digital Suggestion Box was cre-
ated by Tiffany Tong, the ASB 
Secretary of Oakland Tech, 
who “saw the need for a place 
where students could share 
their opinions with the student 
government.”

The Suggestion Box is a 

place for students to anony-
mously submit suggestions, 
concerns, or other comments 
about what is going on at 
school. The student govern-
ment take these suggestions 
very seriously. The opinions 
expressed will come up in 
meetings, and the council 
will take these opinions into 
consideration when planning 
school-wide projects, events, 
and fundraisers. Submissions 
that the staff or administration 

have more control over will be 
forwarded to them to make 
sure that the concern or sug-
gestion gets addressed. 

The main goal of the Digital 
Suggestion Box is for students 
to feel as though they have a 
say in the decisions made by 
Tech’s student government. 
After the next few events or-
ganized by the student gov-
ernment, including Valentine 
Grams and a revision of the 
election packet, they plan to 

revise the current version of the 
Digital Suggestion Box where 
Tong says, “the students will 
be able to select the topic of 
their submission, whether it is 
a concern about maintenance, 
student activities, or just the 
culture of the school.” The new 
version will have filters that 
different student government 
officials will be responsible for.

The Suggestion Box has 
already had around thirty 
submissions with topics rang-

ing from school scheduling, 
academic options, and main-
tenance concerns. The student 
government looks forward 
to more ideas from students 
to help make Oakland Tech a 
cleaner, more fun, and more or-
ganized place. If you are inter-
ested in submitting a concern 
or suggestion to the student 
government, please visit the 
link to the Digital Suggestion 
Box, tinyurl.com/othsbox.

By Maya Ades
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1000 Days, 1000 Songs Project Cultivates Musical 
Resistance to PresidencyEmerson Elementary Empowers Next 

Generation of Voters

With the end of the term 
of one of the most beloved 
presidents in modern his-
tory, it’s only right that we 
reminisce on the joy and love 
he brought to this country. 
Barack Obama, the 44th 
president of the United 
States, was our first African 
American president. Barack’s 
actions span from supporting 
the LGBTQ community to 
helping out the less fortunate 
with his acts and orders. His 
support of LGBTQ rights was 
displayed when he became 
the first president to voice 
his support of gay marriage. 
Obama even claimed the 
Supreme Court ruling on gay 

marriage was a “victory for 
America.”

Obama inspired many to 
achieve by becoming the first 
black president. He went to 
Harvard Law and showed the 
intelligence and drive that 
inspired many others. 

Not only was Obama a 
joy, but his family was too! 
Michelle Obama shined in 
front of our eyes, often steal-
ing the show with her humil-
ity and love blessing America 
and its citizens. Michelle’s 
character and excellence 
has been exemplified by her 
support of multiple charities,  
most notably her Let’s Move 
project which works to get 
kids active and healthy. 

Even his kids grew up 
through his presidency from 
little girls to women. 

So with this being said, 
why don’t we have a flash-
back to the past and share 
that joy one more time? 
Through the process I talked 
with a few Oakland commu-
nity members. 

A teacher at Tech, Sara 
Ketcham says that “one of my 
favorite moments of Obama 
was DACA”. DACA was the 
executive order that allowed 
children to not be deported 
on the basis of being raised 
in the states. She continued, 
“Michelle Obama’s speech 
at the DNC was also a great 
memory.” 

Similarly, Joel Johnson, 
an Oakland resident stated, 
“I remember vividly his 
Inauguration. The whole 
community was excited and 
ready to see the change he 
brought upon us.”

Lastly my grandmother 
stated, “I will never forget 
his last speech, especially 
the words we all need to 
come together. I was ex-
tremely touched.” These 
few statements show how 
Obama will be remembered. 
We will never forget his 
character and compassion 
for our country and its peo-
ple. You will be missed. 

In the words of Barack, 
“Obama Out.”

Protest songs have been used 
to express dissent with the gov-
ernment throughout the entire 
history of the United States. 
Today is no different. Recently, 
a multitude of musicians have 
created songs to voice concerns 
about President Donald Trump’s 
controversial policies and 
erratic nature. The 1000 Days, 
1000 Songs Project serves as a 
platform for these songs, aiming 
to inspire artists and ordinary 
citizens to take action. 

The 1000 Days, 1000 Songs 
Project is a continuation of the 
playlist 30 Days, 30 Songs. The 
original playlist, which released 
one song each day for the thirty 
days preceding the 2016 pres-
idential election, was started 
by author Dave Eggers, who 
wanted to use political protest 
songs to promote a “Trump-
free America.” Once Trump was 
elected, producers of the playlist 
decided to continue releasing 

a song each week-
day throughout the 
four years of Trump’s 
presidency. The goal 
of the 1000 Days, 1000 
Songs Project now 
aims to promote a just 
and inclusive America. 
The producers of the 
playlist hope music 
will help people get 
through an already tu-
multuous and threat-
ening presidency. 

The playlist fea-
tures songs, both old 
and new, of all genres. 
Many are recently 
composed songs 
that were specif-
ically written to 
protest Trump 
and his policies, like Death 
Cab for Cutie’s “Million Dollar 
Loan,” which was written in 
response to Trump’s claims that 
he is a “self-made man” and 
built himself up with “a small 
loan of a million dollars” from 

his father. Other songs on the 
playlist are previously released 
songs that inspire unity and 
activism. These songs include 
David Bowie’s “This Is Not 
America,” Bowie’s response 
to two California kids trading 

secrets to the 
Soviet Union 
in the 1970s, 
Nina Simone’s 
“Mississippi 
Goddam,” 
written during 
the Civil 
Rights Move-
ment, and 
R.E.M.’s “It’s 
the End of the 
World As We 
Know It,” re-
leased during 
the 1980s.

 The play-
list has already 
served as an 
inspiration 
for many, 
including 

some musicians. On the 1000 
Days website, the band Cold 
War Kids describes their re-
cently released the song “Lock-
er Room Talk:” “At this point 
in the game, taking a shot at 
Trump almost feels unneces-

sary. Too easy. More negativity. 
We’re all so tired of him. But 
when I heard Death Cab’s song, 
I realized that’s a mistake. It’s 
important to state the obvious, 
to express those feelings in a 
song.” 

For many Tech students, the 
songs on this playlist reflect 
their feelings during this time. 
Tech junior Emma Ly said, “If a 
picture says a thousand words, 
then a note carries a thousand 
feelings. So many people have 
been impacted by the presi-
dential election in an infinite 
amount of ways, but music 
combines all of those feelings 
and emotions into a unified 
voice.”

The 1000 Days 1000 Songs 
playlist can be found on Spoti-
fy, YouTube, or on the project’s 
website, www.30days30songs.
com. All the money earned from 
streaming original songs on the 
playlist will be donated to the 
Center for Popular Democracy, 
a nonprofit advocacy group. 

By Jalen Dawkins

By Fiona Osborn 
and Mia Martin

Oakland Community Reflects on Favorite 
Obama Memories

Oakland Running Festival Opens For Registration 
On April 2nd, runners will once 

again come together at the 8th annual 
Oakland Running Festival. Since the 
first festival in 2010, these races have 
become increasingly popular. Along 
with thousands of other Oakland resi-
dents, many Tech students participated 
last year. 

Karsen Paul, a Oakland Tech Ju-
nior, says, “It’s a great opportunity for 

the community to come together in 
competition and also just for fun.” She 
competed as part of a team in the relay 
last year. The relay splits the course of 
the marathon in four sections whose 
distances differ slightly based on the 
difficulty of the run. 

Rosemary Grout, another Tech 
junior, ran the 5k last year. “My favorite 
race is the 5k because you get to see so 
many ages out running - old ladies to 
little kids,” she says. It is the only race 
open to all ages. 

The marathon is restricted to ages 16 
and older, while anyone 14 and up can 
run the relay or the half marathon. The 
5k will be run in a 3.1 mile loop around 
Frank Ogawa Plaza in Downtown 
Oakland. The marathon, however, will 
cover most of Oakland, from Fruitvale 
to Montclair. Additionally, there will be 
pace groups in the marathon and half 
marathon to help runners achieve their 
goal time.

Registration for this year’s Oakland 
Running Festival are open now online. 

The marathon costs $120, the relay 
costs $250 per team, the half marathon 
costs $95, and the 5k costs $40. The 
prices for each race are set until March 
15, when the prices increase by $10. 
However, if you do not want to run in 
the Oakland Running Festival, there 
are plenty of volunteer opportunities 
available. At every race, there will be 
tables of volunteers to hand out cups of 
water, Gatorade, and snacks. There will 
also be volunteers needed to help direct 
runners on the course.

By Tiana Chang 
and Lia Inadomi

Nathrawit Balkam/Scribe

Through the 1000 Days, 1000 Songs Project, Tech students 
can listen to protest music through popular streaming services.

Antonia Starc/Scribe
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The Trump campaign was 
notorious for spreading false-
hoods and lies unabashedly on 
the trail, whether they be about 
President Obama, other can-
didates, the Democratic party, 
or Trump’s own achievements. 
And now, the Trump admin-
istration does not seem to be 
turning over a new leaf. 

On the first day of Donald 
J. Trump’s presidency, his new 
press secretary Sean Spicer 
made a press release where he 
answered no questions from 
the media. Instead, he made 5 
statements about the size of the 
crowds at Trump’s inaugura-
tion, 4 of which were easily dis-
proved falsehoods. This seemed 
to be in response to a series of 
viral photos comparing the size 
of Trump’s inauguration crowd 
to Obama’s considerably larger 
crowds both in 2009 and 2013. 

When confronted about this 

incident in a television inter-
view the following day, Trump 
advisor Kellyanne Conway 
claimed that Spicer did not 
lie, but simply provided “al-
ternative facts.” Conway later 
provided “alternative facts” of 
her own in an interview with 
MSNBC’s Chris Matthews 
about a week later, in which 
she defended the Trump travel 
ban by citing the “Bowling 
Green massacre” of 2011, when 
two Iraqi refugees supposedly 
carried out a terrorist attack in 
Massachusetts and Obama sup-
posedly banned refugees from 
Iraq for 6 months. 

The “Bowling Green mas-
sacre” never happened. Two 
Iraqi refugees living in Bowl-
ing Green, MA were arrested 
for trying to send money and 
weapons to terrorists in Iraq 
in 2011. No one was hurt or 
killed. Obama never suspend-
ed the Iraqi refugee program 
for 6 months or for any period 

of time. He simply instituted 
a stricter vetting process for 
refugees from Iraq. The Trump 
administration has already lied 
to the nation twice in his first 
weeks in office. 

Oakland Tech senior Lucy 
Flattery-Vickness says the dis-
honesty of the Trump adminis-
tration makes her feel “insecure 
about the safety of all people of 
color and women and LGBTQ 
people and all other oppressed 
people.” She adds, “honestly, it 
makes me so confused and an-
gry because I can’t understand 
why grown men are allowed to 
lie to the world and get away 
with it.” She says this dishon-
est administration makes her 
“concerned that the rights of 
many people I love will be tak-
en away, and that conservative 
crazy justices will be appointed 
to the Supreme Court so it will 
be decades before these rights 
will be instated. I am also truly 
concerned that Trump will 

become a dictator and start 
World War III. These are real 
concerns too, not jokes.”

“Alternative facts” are not 
facts. They are lies. We can-
not ignore what is wrong with 
our world and use “alternative 
facts” to create the reality we 
want to live in. To use “alterna-
tive facts” in place of the truth 
sets a dangerous norm for our 
future and for our country. 

This is not America’s first 
whitewashed presidential  ad-
ministration to give an altered 
record of the past in order to 
make their bigoted actions 
seem more justified. Donald 
J. Trump is not America’s first 
president to promote xenopho-
bic and racist rhetoric and sign 
executive orders that hint of 
genocide. And he will likely not 
be the last. 

What we cannot allow is 
a censorship or alteration of 
our history. We have four long 
years ahead of us. The Trump 

administration has four years 
in which they will take every 
opportunity to censor records 
of American history and alter it 
to make themselves, their pre-
decessors, and their heirs look 
more desirable. 

In a country where our 
government repeatedly and in-
tentionally spreads falsehoods 
to justify their unconstitutional 
and discriminatory policies 
and actions, where does jour-
nalism stand? From school 
newspapers like The Scribe to 
major news organizations, how 
can we report anything as real, 
honest news when “alternative 
facts” can be used in the place 
of truth? As journalists, as 
educators, as students, and as 
Americans, we must recognize 
that democracy and truth are 
the basis of civilization. We 
must not allow this deceitful 
administration to misinform 
us. And we must incessantly 
seek the truth. 

Features
Op-Ed: Journalism in a World of Alternative Facts

Bay Area Celebrates Lunar New Year

By Samuel Getachew 

By Harry Zhu Natalie Barr /Scribe

 It is that time of year to 
celebrate the Lunar New Year 
and spend time with your family 
and friends. Lunar New Year is a 
Chinese tradition; it is when your 
family cleans the house and tomb-
stones to start off pure and fresh 
for the new year. 
 This is the year of the 
rooster on the Chinese lunar 
calendar. The zodiac is a 12-year 
cycle, so every new lunar year, the 
animal changes. Lunar New Year 
dates change every year and it can 
be confusing.
 The Lunar New Year has 
lots of traditions besides cleaning: 
adults pass out red envelopes with 
money inside, people eat delicious 
food, and sometimes even go out 
to eat in very crowded restaurants 
or buffets. (If you are looking for a 
delicious restaurant for the Lunar 
New Year, try Gum Kuo Restau-
rant.)
 Freshman Ernest So said 

that “Chinese New Year is really 
all about spending time with your 
family. From getting haircuts, 
wearing red, decorating your 
house, and having a celebratory 
feast, it is a much more culturally 
connective holiday to me.” People 
also get haircuts to have that fresh 
start and wear red for luck and 
prosperity. Lunar New Year is a 
great time to offer blessings and 
thankfulness to your family and to 
spend time with them. 
However, it isn’t just a holiday for 
families. There are other com-
munity events going on, like the 
SF Chinese New Year street fair 
happening on February 20. 
It’s a great time to buy new years 
stuff like lanterns, special walnuts, 
Chinese traditional food, and food 
plants/saplings. 
 There are performances 
happening at SF Golden Gate Park 
that include fun lion and dragon 
dances, fireworks, martial arts, 

and dancers. 
 You can also visit relatives 
to send offerings such as food 
and money and decorate with Fai 
Chun.
 It is a Chinese tradition 
to hang Fai Chun over a door-
way for luck and prosperity. That 
is why the Chinese character is 
upside down. 
 You may have noticed that 
luck and prosperity come up a lot. 
This is because Lunar New Year 
brings luck and prosperity which 
means successfulness in the fami-
ly. You may hear the saying, “Sun 
tai gin hong” which means to 
have good health. You also might 
hear “hohk yihp jeun bouh,” 
which means you will have prog-
ress in academics/studies. Your 
parents, aunts, and grandparents 
will often say this to you. Wheth-
er you hear these phrases or not, 
you will spend each minute with 
family and friends. 

Upcoming Internships and Job Opportunities
TechHive Spring Internships: 

This internship covers comput-
er programming, mechanical 
design, and documents projects 
using photos, videos online. 
The internship is held at the 
Lawrence Hall of Science. 

East Bay Regional Parks 
Internships: These internships 
provide unique hands on ex-

perience in the regional parks 
department. Responsibilities 
include conducting surveys, 
developing and researching 
environmental programs for 
the district. The East Bay parks 
website has more information.

Children’s Hospital Summer 
Research Program: Children’s 
Hospital offers different oppor-
tunities for students to conduct 
research in areas varying from 

biomedical to stem cell re-
search.

Oakland Zoo Teen Programs: 
The Oakland Zoo has a variety 
of summer programs and vol-
unteer opportunities for teens. 
From assisting counselors at 
zoo camp to field biology work-
shops, there are options for all!

Youth Bridge Career Devel-
opment Program: Alta Bates 
hospital’s career development 

program is a great summer 
opportunity for students in-
terested in the health field and 
want hands on experience and 
mentorship.

YEP Oakland Firefighter 
Youth Academy 

Open to all high-schools 
ages 15-18.

Paid training in CPR/First 
Aid, fire academy training and 
tutoring assistance. 

Call (510) 533-3447 for 
more info. 

Oakland Tech Career Week 
March 14th-16th

Resume Workshops
Mock Interviews 
Guest Speakers 
For more info contact Lau-

Riece Mills at lauriece.mills@
ousd.org.

By Alice Blackorby

The assembly also honored retiring staff members Dora Hopson and Helena Jack.

2017 is the Year of the Rooster.
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So by 
this point 

we’ve all figured out that with 
the pervasion of alternative facts 
and flat out lies coming right out 
of the Oval Office, we as people 
in this country need to find a 
way to move forward and live 
through this presidency. 

In order to keep our sanity 
through the next four years, 
we all need to figure out how 
to draw the line between the 
truth and whatever lies Donald 
Trump feeds the world, and 
ultimately become educated and 
informed so that we can solve 
the problems that we will be left 
with when the Trump adminis-
tration is over.

The internet has created 
a place where anything that 
sounds interesting can spread 
like wildfire. Even the most 
ridiculous lies, like the Bowling 
Green Massacre invented by 
presidential advisor Kellyanne 
Conway, can misinform millions 
in minutes. 

President Trump and his cab-
inet haven’t just lied. They have 
passed executive orders which 
are truly concerning, including 
a disturbingly unconstitution-
al ban on travel to 7 majority 
Muslim countries, rightfully 
prompting many to call it the 
“Muslim Ban”, and an executive 
order to begin the removal of 
the Affordable Care Act, which 

will leave millions without 
health coverage.

What can you do? The easiest 
things you can do are protest, 
go to online and share memes 
about President Trump, or 
YouTube and watch whatever 
piece John Oliver or Stephen 
Colbert have made ripping on 
the Trump administration. All 
of that is just fine, as these ac-
tivities can be therapeutic, and 
a little therapy is totally under-
standable. But once the protests 
end and the videos are over, we 
still have to find a way to move 
forward. How can we do that? 

We can make sure that we 
know what the truth is and is 
not. Real facts are difficult to 

come by, but they are still out 
there. We can look for news 
outlets that report truths and 
ignore whatever ridiculous 
tweets Donald Trump has made. 
“News” sites like Buzz Feed are 
not necessarily the best places to 
acquire facts, as they are a new 
breed of media that is meant to 
entertain rather than inform. 
It is more important to be 
informed than it is to be enter-
tained, and while entertainment 
has its time and its place, that 
time and place is not the news.

What can we do about the 
long lasting impacts that the 
Trump administration will have 
on the United States? The only 
real way to fight back against 

Donald Trump is to excel in 
education. In the not too dis-
tant future, our generation will 
have to take the brunt of the 
Trump administration’s actions, 
ranging from the humanitarian 
issues Trump has brought to 
the table that will scar the world 
indefinitely and the irreversible 
impacts on the climate that will 
result from the Trump admin-
istration’s ignorance to environ-
mental problems. All that we 
can do to solve the problems of 
the Trump administration is to 
make ourselves as educated and 
informed as possible so that in 
the future when we are forced to 
solve the world’s problems, we 
are able to rise to the occasion.

By Andy Gagliardi

On January 26, 2017, the Black Stu-
dent Union presented Oakland Tech’s 
annual Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
assembly, “The King Experience.” The 
theme of the assembly was freedom, and 
they gave numerous engaging perfor-
mances honoring one of our nation’s leg-
endary civil rights leaders, who helped to 
bring freedom to millions of Americans.

Welcomed by BSU Secretary Ago-
di Onyeador, the assembly started off 
honoring two of our beloved and dedi-
cated staff members, Ms. Dora Hopson 
and Ms. Helena Jack, who will sadly be 
retiring this year and will be missed. 
After the dedication, the program turned 
to a chorus of voices as the audience 
sang the Black National Anthem, “Lift 
Every Voice,” led by BSU co-president 

Casadora Boone. Following this, the 
program transitioned into BSU leader- 
and member-directed performances. 
Highlights of the assembly include mu-
sical pieces “Letter to the Free,” sang by 
Jeremiah Vaughn and “Umi Says,” sang 
by his brother Nehemiah Vaughn. Other 
highlights include Dr. King’s last speech 
before his assassination, “I’ve been to 
the Mountaintop,” eloquently spoken 
by BSU Club Treasurer Amahd Mabry, 
Brenea Palmer, and Anton Walker; a 
heartfelt memoir given by Ms. Hopson; 
and a remembrance of the King’s last 
years before his passing, presented by 
club member Jasmine Simmons. 

Last but not least, the program spar-
kled when BSU Social Media Coordi-
nator Taylor Jones recited a passionate 

poem calling for change to the ill-treat-
ment of African American youth in our 
nation. Tech Sophomore Cyntra Bailey 
reflected on the program, saying that 
she “actually really enjoyed it. It gave the 
carefreeness of Black people, and though 
some parts were long, it really gave the 
idea that we were trying to celebrate a 
big leader.” 

Thank you to every participant who 
helped support this program, including 
Ms. Jack and Mr. Allen and the Oakland 
Tech Orchestra, Casey Fern and the 
Tech Techies, and a special thanks to 
Mr. Hancock, BSU club supervisor, who 
truly orchestrated all of the ins and outs 
of the assembly. 

This assembly is only one represen-
tation of the Black Student Union at 
Oakland Tech. The BSU is a student con-
trolled organization, whose purpose is to 

educate the black community and other 
students at Tech about African American 
culture and to inform the black students 
of Oakland Tech about the opportunities 
available to them. It is a fun and engag-
ing community where great discussions 
and activities are held. 

Club representative Amahd Mab-
ry says that the “BSU matters because 
it unites Black students in a positive 
environment to discuss and better our 
conditions in society and beyond.” 

Another club representative Taylor 
Jones adds that the BSU “gives people a 
chance to really express their emotions 
in a family based environment.” 

If you would like to be a part of this 
environment as well, please come join the 
BSU. Meetings are held every Thursday 
at lunch in Mr. Hancock’s room, Rm. 141. 
All are welcome!The assembly also honored retiring staff members Dora Hopson and Helena Jack.

Op-Ed: How To Survive The Trump Administration

Current Performances: YMTC’s Spring Awakening
“Mama who bore 

me, mama who gave 
me no way to handle 
things.” These are the 
lyrics that open the up-
coming performance of 
Youth Musical Theater 
Company’s Spring Awakening, 
a rock musical based on a play 
by Frank Wedekind with music 
by Ducan Sheik, and Book and 
Lyrics by Steven Sater. Spring 
Awakening deals with problems 
of teenagers in 19th century 

Germany, which mirror the lives 
of teenagers of today.

The dark story follows three 
teenagers who struggle to find 
their own identity. Wendla is 
a kind young girl, unworld-
ly about adult relationships. 
Melchior is angry at his society 

which censors information 
available to youth. Moritz strug-
gles to find his own self-worth, 
feeling pressured to be success-
ful and ashamed of his sexual-
ity, leading to his own suicidal 
thoughts.

Behind the intense storyline 

lies a story about teenagers and 
their desire to be of free from an 
oppressive and censored soci-
ety that means to demoralize 
their expression. While much 
of the world of Spring Awak-
ening seems grim, perhaps like 
today’s political climate, there is 

a hopeful determination that 
things will turn around for the 
better. All of this presented in 
a musical format with many 
fun and catchy songs that will 
get stuck in your head.

YMTC’s Spring Awakening 
will be playing February 24th-
March 5th, Fridays and Satur-
days at 7 PM and Sundays at 2 
PM at the Malonga Casquelourd 
Center (1428 Alice St. Oakland, 
CA). Tickets are $15 for students 
at the door or online at ymtcba-
yarea.org. 

By  Samuel Ponder Samuel Ponder /YMTC

Black Student Union Organizes MLK Assembly
By Casadora Boone

Students read the King speech “I’ve Been To The Mountaintop” at the assembly.

Casadora Boone/Scribe

Casadora Boone/Scribe
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(Mr Wing continued from Page 1)

January 19, the school board 
rejected Wilson’s plan, saying 
they were working on a dif-
ferent one that would better 
fit the district’s needs. Jody 
London, a representative on 
the Oakland School Board, 
said that on January 25 the 

board adopted a new plan 
that identified $14 million in 
budget cuts. Most of this, says 
London, will be from the cen-
tral office. The remainder “is 
savings that will be realized 
because we will adjust staffing 
to reflect actual enrollment.  

This will mean some schools 
with enrollment lower than 
projected will have fewer 
teachers. It also means that 
there will be less money avail-
able for appeals that in the 
past have funded additional 
positions at some schools.”

Both London and Dillon 
said Wilson’s departure is not 
related to the deficit. Rather, 
because he left discussions 
about the budget were accel-
erated, to ensure Wilson left 
the district with a solid course 
of action. 

Schools will be impacted 
by these cuts, though to what 
extent is unknown. The final 
budget plan will be completed 
in June, and more informa-
tion will be available as that 
deadline approaches. 

In protest of the inauguration, staff hit a piñata labeled “misogyny,” “racism,” and “homophobia.” 

(District Debt Continued from Page 1)

(Counter-Inauguration continued from page 1)
Lucile Henderson/Scribe

other group called Iraq BodyCam, 
but they only keep track of civilians 
and don’t keep track of soldiers.”

After the withdrawal of American 
forces in 2011, newspaper coverage 
of ongoing violence in Iraq declined 
to 0.6% of total news coverage from 
15.4% in 2007, according to Pew 
Research Center. Fewer American 
civilians said they were paying atten-
tion to events in Iraq over the same 
time period, dropping from 46% in 
2007 to 19% by late 2010. 

However, Mr. Wing never 
stopped paying attention. He contin-
ued to post regular blog updates all 
the way through the rise of ISIS in 

2014. As the terrorist group overtook 
the city of Mosul, usurping its re-
sources and displacing over 200,000 
citizens, Wing was busy crunching 
the numbers. As the Iraqi mili-
tary continues to strike back at the 
stronghold with American support 
this year, Wing continues to track 
the situation.

Whenever he can, Wing makes an 
effort to connect with other data an-
alysts, sharing their work and citing 
them in his own reports. 

However, Wing’s passion for the 
pastime is all his own. 

“My whole life, there’s just one or 
two things that I just want to know 

everything about,” Wing explains. 
“For the past ten years, that’s been 
Iraq.”

Wing is just as passionate about 
teaching. The back of his classroom 
is covered with student IDs left to 
him as mementos from kids in his 
classes. After school, his students 
swing by for help, to tell him a joke, 
to use the printer. 

His reason for turning down a 
position as a telecommunications 
analyst in Baghdad?

The Pentagon wanted him for 
six months. “It was in the middle of 
school,” Wing says. “I can’t take off 6 
months and skip teaching.” 
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acknowledge.” Godfrey-Da-
vis and Henderson both 
helped to organize the event, 
which was born from biweekly 
meetings of a club that came to 
be known as UNITY: Uplifting 
the Necessity of Intersectional-
ity Through Youth. 

“Someone had the idea 
to make a club out of all the 

social justice clubs at Tech,” 
Henderson explained. So, 
for weeks leading up to the 
inauguration of the 45th 
president, the Black Student 
Union, Asian Student Union, 
Latino Student Union, Muslim 
Student Association, Queer 
Straight Alliance, and Femi-
nist Club met in Mr. Colley’s 

room to address the political 
atmosphere of the nation. 
“We should have been fight-
ing together for our unified 
cause from the beginning; the 
election was just the push we 
needed,” Godfrey-Davis stated. 

“It seemed like something 
that was really necessary for 

different folks to come togeth-
er,” said Matthew Colley, who 
teaches 9th grade California 
Studies and English and serves 
as the faculty advisor to the 
QSA and UNITY. “This elec-
tion really transcended poli-
tics. I really felt like after the 
election a lot of people were 
threatened and attacked for 
who they are.”

The meetings culminated 
in the Counter-Inauguration, 
held after school on the day 
of the inauguration in Wash-
ington, D.C. Stations spread 
across the library allowed 
students to write their feelings, 
whether positive or negative, 
on a poster; make posters for 
the coming Women’s March; 
take a pledge to state that they 
and their community do not 
stand with the new admin-
istration’s rhetoric; perform 
spoken word about what they 
were experiencing; and finally 
take a baseball bat to a piñata 

covered in words like “Islam-
ophobia,” “sexism,” “racism,” 
and “homophobia.”

The teachers that participat-
ed had a presentation of their 
own: they took turns reciting 
one line each of a pledge of re-
sistance written by a Bay Area 
organization called Educators 
in Resistance.

“There was a pretty good 
turnout so I think it worked 
out pretty well,” Henderson 
said of the protest. “It felt good 
for all of us that were there. 
Even if no one showed up, it 
felt good to be there. We had a 
platform.”

Godfrey-Davis concludes, 
“I got a sense of reassurance 
that people and teachers at our 
school stand together. We are 
all afraid of what [the presi-
dent] has been doing, and the 
Counter-Inauguration was a 
way for all of us to join togeth-
er and create a community of 
support.”


