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Oakland Technical High School 
Advanced Placement & Honors Course Information 

Oakland	Tech	–	HONORS	&	AP	Courses	
Honors	 Advanced		Placement	 	
Adv.	Biology	 AP	Biology	 AP	Environmental	Sci	
*Chemistry	 AP	Calculus	AB	 AP	French	Language	
*English	3	 AP	Calculus	BC	 AP	Government	
English	4	 AP	Chemistry	 AP	Physics	
Government	 AP	Chinese	Language	 AP	Spanish	Language	
Comp	Government	Paideia		 AP	Computer	Science	 AP	Statistics	
*Physics	Engineering	 AP	English	Literature	 AP	US	History	
*US	History	Paideia	 AP	English	Literature	 	

*Courses meet the criteria for  UC honors designation and qualify students to earn extra points in their UC GPA computation. For 
more information regarding Honors designation, please visit http://www.ucop.edu/agguide/  
 
	 	
	
 
Time is a precious thing in the lives of high school students. When you are taking AP and/or Honors classes it becomes an 
even bigger issue.  
  Take an advanced class because you are thoroughly prepared from previous classes you have taken (you have 
strong skills), that you are willing to work very hard and put in a lot of extra time (in AP classes, particularly), that you are 
interested in the subject and that you are really motivated to succeed. Also consider carefully how many Honors/AP 
classes you can take at one time given time limitations. 
  Doing poorly in an AP/Honors class can have serious consequences!  Summer School does not offer AP/Honors 
courses, only the college prep level (recognized by UC/CSU) which is a different course, so the low AP/Honors course 
grade will remain on the transcript and in the GPA. Dropping AP/Honors classes in the fall or second semester affects the 
Master Schedule.  So when a student begins the school year and realizes too late how much work is involved in the class 
and begins to feel overwhelmed, they often believe that it is easy to move to the lower class level or a different class. 
College Prep classes may be full and some classes cannot be dropped after a certain time period. 
 We want to avoid this situation by students making informed and permanent decisions during class scheduling 
period in March. So learn more about the AP/Honors course(s). Talk to the teacher, a counselor, review the text book, 
and attend the info sessions. Make an informed decision and do your best in the classes that you choose! 

	
SUCCESS	in	AP	&	HONORS	Classes:	Estimations	of	Weekday	Homework	

HONORS	CLASSES	 Minutes/Night	 	 ADVANCED	PLACEMENT	 Minutes/Night	
Adv.	Biology	 30-60	 	 Biology	 30-60	
Chemistry	 30-60	 	 Calculus	AB	 60-90	

English	2/World	History	–
Paideia**	

60-90	 	 Calculus	BC	 60-90	

English	3	 30-60	 	 Chemistry	 30-60	
English	3/US	History	-	

Paideia	
60-90	 	 Chinese	Language	 30-60	

English	4	 60-90	 	 Computer	Science	 30-60	
Government	 60-90	 	 English	Literature	 30-60	

Comp	Government	Paideia	 60-90	 	 Environmental	Sci	 30-60	
Physics	Engineering	 30-60	 	 French	Language	 30-60	

	 	 	 Government	 30-60	
	 	 	 Physics	 60-90	
	 	 	 Spanish	Language	 30-60	
	 	 	 Statistics	 30-60	
	 	 	 US	History	 30-60	

**Does	not	receive	Honors	denotation	or	weighted	grade	point	

Can	I	handle	multiple	AP	and/or	Honors	classes?	
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Course Application Requirements at a Glance  
 
Honors Courses- The following criteria may be considered when determining placement in advanced courses 
Course	 Pre-	Req	 Course		

Grades	
Writing		
Sample	

Teacher	
Rec	

Summer	
Assignment	

Grade		
Level	

Adv.	Biology	 X	 X	 	 X	 X	 10-12	
Chemistry	 	 X	 	 X	 X	 10-12	
English	2/World	
History	–Paideia		 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 10	

English	3	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 11	
English	3/US	History	
-	Paideia	

X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 11	

English	4	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 12	
Government	 	 X	 	 X	 X	 12	
Government	
Comparative	Paideia		 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 12	

Physics	Engineering	 X	 X	 	 X	 X	 11	
 
Advance Placement Courses- The following criteria may be considered when determining placement in advanced courses 
Course	 Pre-	Req	 Course		

Grades	
Writing		
Sample	

Teacher	
Rec	

Summer	
Assignment	

Grade		
Level	

Biology	 X	 X	 	 X	 X	 10-12	
Calculus	AB	 X	 X	 	 X	 X	 11,12	
Calculus	BC	 X	 X	 	 X	 X	 11,12	
Chemistry	 X	 X	 	 X	 X	 11,12	
Chinese	Language	 X	 X	 	 X	 X	 10-12	
Computer	Science	 X	 X	 	 X	 X	 12	
English	Literature	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 12	
English	Literature/	
Government	Paideia	

X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 12	

Environmental	Sci	 X	 X	 	 X	 X	 10-12	
	French	Language	 X	 X	 	 X	 X	 10-12	
Government	 X	 X	 	 X	 X	 12	
Physics	 X	 X	 	 X	 X	 12	
Spanish	Language	 X	 X	 	 X	 X	 10-12	
Statistics	 X	 X	 	 X	 X	 11,12	
US	History	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 11	
US	History	Paideia	 X	 X	 X	 X	 X	 11	
	

Application	Timeline	for	2016:	
	
March	7	–	March	17	
Outreach	
	
March	14	–	24	
Course	Scheduling	–	Counselors	meet	with	students		
Students	indicate	interest	by	signing	up	for	the	classes	of	their	
choice	
	
April	4	–	April	8	
Department	Meetings	held	to	review	student	requests	
	
May		
AP	Decisions	delivered	to	students	and	summer	assignments	handed	out	
 

Students who take the AP exam will get a score 
ranging from 1 to 5. The College Board defines the 
numbers as follows: 
 

• 5 - Extremely well qualified to receive college credit 
• 4 - Well qualified to receive college credit 
• 3 - Qualified to receive college credit 
• 2 - Possibly qualified to receive college credit 
• 1 - No recommendation to receive college credit 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT THE VALUE OF TAKING ADVANCED PLACEMENT 
(AP) COURSES DURING HIGH SCHOOL  

 

Q:  WHAT ARE THE ADVANTAGES OF ENROLLING IN ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSES (AP) 
WHILE IN HIGH SCHOOL? 

The student who completes AP courses and the end of year AP exam is sending a powerful message to colleges and 
universities that this student is ready for college, it very often assists the student in gaining admission, getting college 
credit and enabling the student to start off at college taking more advanced courses.  
See http://collegesearch.collegeboard.com/apcreditpolicy/index.jspfor further details. 

Q:  WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN AN AP COURSE AND AN HONORS COURSE? 

AP courses are designed and updated every year to reflect what is being taught in leading-edge college/university courses. 
Students receive an external evaluation – the AP exam – which is scored by college faculty from around the world who 
verifies that the student has mastered college-level studies. For some colleges, AP course grades are weighted, in other 
words a student who gets an A in an AP course is given 5 credits versus a student who gets an A in a standard course 
receives 4 credits. This is how many students are able to achieve better than a 4.0 GPA. Honors and AP courses are more 
difficult and comprehensive than standard high school courses; the subject matter in these courses extends beyond the 
standard curriculum and is approved by the University of California system. 

Q: DOES THE STUDENT HAVE TO TAKE THE AP EXAM AT THE END OF THE SCHOOL YEAR? 

A student enrolled in an AP course is expected and highly encouraged to take the AP exam. Most of the nation’s colleges 
and universities, plus colleges and universities in 24 other countries, grant students admission, college credit and advanced 
placement based on the AP Exam grades, not on the AP course grades. The AP Exam grade is viewed as a national 
standard. “Students who have prepared for and taken the AP Exams adapt more easily to taking college essay exams, and 
are especially skilled in introducing a thesis and a well-developed argument” stated Robert Blackey, Professor of History 
CSU, San Bernardino. 

Q: DOES THE STUDENT HAVE TO COMPLETE THE SUMMER ASSIGNMENT? 

Every AP student is expected to complete the summer assignment. Oakland Technical High School AP courses have 
suggested or required summer assignments.  These assignments are meant to prepare students over the summer for the 
work they will be doing in the fall.  The assignments are the beginning of the school's process to grow AP students 
throughout the year. For more information regarding specific assignments, please contact the teacher of the AP course. 

Q: CAN A STUDENT APPEAL A DECISION IF THEY ARE ON A WATIING LIST FOR AN ADVANCE 
COURSE? 

Yes. Students should bring their concern to an administrator.	Students placed on a waiting list have the option to submit a 
“Reconsideration Letter” and meet with the administrator and AP course teacher if space is available 

	

	


