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Students Respond to Parkland Shooting

By Maya Ades

Gun violence in America is 
sickening. These deadly weap-
ons that are made so avail-
able to anyone and everyone, 
because their possession is seen 
as a right to American people, 
are killing Americans at an 
average of 96 people every day.

Politicians have refused 
again and again to make any 
sort of change in gun control 
laws, and there is a reason for 
that. Since 1998, the National 
Rifle Association has dedicated 
over $200 million dollars to 
political activities. They fund 
campaigns of politicians, so 
when it comes to passing new 
legislation, often the politicians 
do nothing. Their vote has al-
ready been bought by the NRA, 
and this keeps guns accessible 
and easier to buy than alcohol.

Seventeen students were 
killed at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School, in 
Parkland Florida, on February 
14, 2018. Seventeen children, 
teenagers like ourselves who 
had dreams and goals, will 
never be able to reach them. 
Twenty children were killed 
in Sandy Hook Elementary 
School, all six or seven years 
old. They may have not even 
known their dreams or known 
who they were yet, and they 
will never find out. Hundreds 
of others have died going to 

school, where they should have 
been safe. Thousands have died 
at the hands of a person with a 
military grade weapon. These 
are names we have been told to 

forget, by politicians telling us 
that it is too soon to politicize a 
tragedy, to speak up, too soon 
to make it stop.

The survivors of the Park-
land shooting, have said that 
they do not need time to grieve 
and let people forget. These 
high schoolers have spoken up, 
and they are creating change.

On March 14, 2018, at 10:00 
am, hundreds of thousands of 
high school students walked 
out of class across the nation. 
These walkouts, in support of 
the Parkland activists, against 
gun violence, and for stricter 
gun control, sent a message 

to people all over the country 
that the next generation will 
no longer stand for this. Some 
schools supported their stu-
dents walking out, and other 

students had to force their way 
through gates to show that they 
were a part of the movement. 
Other schools threatened 
suspension if the students got 
up and left their classes. These 
threats did not deter many, 
however. 

Oakland Tech’s walkout 
was completely organized by 
students, and yet it was one of 
the most organized Tech events 
many students had ever been 
to. There was never a moment 
of confusion or boredom, as 
the student leaders stuck to 
their schedule. The Seventeen 
Minutes of Remembrance was 

done slightly differently than 
in other schools, to remember 
and honor those who lost their 
lives to gun violence in Park-
land, the Bay Area, and all over 
the country. Sophomore Class 
President Samuel Getachew, 
Sophomore Vice President 
Abriella Terrazas, and Fresh-
man Treasurer Caroline Pers 
spoke intermittently during the 
17 minutes, reading the names 
and stories of those no longer 
with us and dedicating each 
minute to a different school 
or person. Applause broke out 
after their moving words before 
the crowd fell back into a re-
spectful silence. 

Corinna Basch, Junior Class 
President, gave a speech about 
gun violence statistics. Fresh-
man Vice President Maxwell 
Stern and Caroline Pers spoke 
together, and Samuel Getachew 
performed a poem that had re-
cently gone viral. These speech-
es were incredibly moving and 
captivated the thousands of 
high schoolers. The feeling of 
being surrounded by people 
who cared about this issue just 
as much as you, was immensely 
powerful and inspiring. There 
were booths to educate stu-
dents on upcoming gun vio-
lence legislation, to write letters 
to politicians and representa-
tives, to memorialize victims 
of gun violence, and more.  A 

booth where students sixteen 
and older could pre-register 
to vote was swarmed, and the 
League of Women Voters said 
that Oakland Tech’s walkout 
broke a record for the most 
voters they’d ever registered in 
one event.

Part way through the 
demonstration, Samuel Ge-
tachew informed us that as 
we stood here, protesting gun 
violence, San Leandro High 
School, not twenty minutes 
from us, was currently under 
lockdown. There had been 
threats of a school shooter. 

This is the reason all 
these students walked out on 
Wednesday, March 14: so that 
we would be safe in our school, 
so that our friends would be 
safe in theirs, and so that no 
one would ever have to be 
afraid in an institution of edu-
cation. Caroline Pers said she 

Tech Walks Out For Stronger Gun Control

By Samuel Lin

More than a month after 
the mass shooting at Marjo-
ry Stoneman Douglas High 
School, our nation remains 
shaken by the events that 
unfolded on February 14th. 
Armed with an AR-15 semi-au-
tomatic rifle, 19-year-old Ni-
kolas Cruz opened fire, killing 
17 and wounding many others. 
Many have expressed their 
thoughts and prayers for the 
victims of the shooting. In the 
wake of the tragedy, students 
across the country have risen 
up, questioning whether current 
policies will help keep students 
at school safe from such threats. 
To maintain safe, learning en-
vironments in our schools, we 
need stronger gun control mea-
sures. These students have taken 
matters into their own hands 
and called for a nationwide Day 
of Action on March 14, a month 

after that horrifying day.
The shooting at Marjory 

Stoneman Douglas High has 
also prompted responses from 
students closer to home. Since 
the deadly shooting in Florida, 
student leaders from across 
grade levels have come together 
in an effort to confront the issue 
of gun violence. Maxwell Stern 
is one of these students. He and 
the other student organizers 
wanted to “create a platform 
in which Tech students could 
empower, inspire, and enact 
change in other students and in 
the community.” Together, these 
individuals planned Tech’s own 
Day of Action. 

Although students were not 
required to attend the walkout, 
hundreds of Oakland Tech stu-
dents participated. At 10 AM, 
students dropped their pencils 
and gathered at the front lawn. 
Participants observed a 17 Min-
utes of Recognition, followed 

by student speakers. Speakers 
spoke not only about the mass 
shooting in Florida, but also 
brought attention to gun vio-
lence and Oakland. Others crit-
icized the Trump administra-
tion for the lack of stricter gun 
control. Despite the heavy rain, 
which ended the event earlier 
than planned, students stood in 
solidarity with a single message 
in mind: “Enough is enough.”

While students are hon-
oring those who have died at 
the hands of gun violence and 
spreading awareness on gun 
violence in our community, 
Oakland Tech’s administration 
is reexamining our school’s cur-
rent lockdown procedure. On 
March 8, all students on cam-
pus participated in a lockdown 
and barricade drill. Teachers 
and students were informed of 
proper procedures that should 
be carried out during times of 
emergency. But many students 

feel uneasy about the possibility 
of a school shooting threat. Wil-
liam Swearengen, a sophomore 
at Oakland Tech, describes 
the school’s current lockdown 
procedure as “not very reassur-
ing.” He describes, “If there was 
an active shooting threat at our 
school, the lockdown would be 
disorderly and ineffective.” Nev-
ertheless, he dismisses that such 
a possibility would happen, 
saying that he “doubts an event 
like the one in Florida would 
happen at Tech.” 

The past month has seen tre-
mendous support and involve-
ment from the administration, 
teachers, and students at Oak-
land Tech. Undoubtedly, the 
Tech community will continue 
to fight gun violence and pro-
tect our students.

April School 
Calender 2018

Apr. 2-Apr.6- Spring Break!

Apr. 9- PTSA Meeting
in Tech Library @7p.m.

Apr. 16-Apr. 20- 
Community College Week

Apr. 19-Apr. 21- 
OakTech Rep Proudly 

Presents “She Kills Monsters” 
By Qui Nguyen

Apr. 20- Junior Prom

Apr. 28- Ride for a Reason
Cycling Fundraiser

More events listed on school 
calendar on the Oakland Tech 

website

Antonia Starc/Scribe

(Tech Walks Out continues on page 8)

Students braved the rain to stand up for gun control. 

Claire Daly/Scribe

Tech students Vera Roque, 
Jamie Burgasser, and Brianna Iam 
show their support for stronger gun 

control.
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April Sports 

Calendar
2018

Apr. 3 -7p.m.- Varsity
Baseball

@Bishop Odowd

Apr. 11 - TBA - Boys 
Varsity Volleyball
vs. Oakland High

Apr. 11- 4p.m.- JV 
Baseball

@Freemont High

Apr. 13- TBA- Girls 
Varsity Lacrosse

vs. Freemont High

Apr. 14- 4p..m.- Varsity 
Baseball 
@Hayward

2p.m.- JV Baseball
@Hayward

Apr. 26- 4p.m.- JV
Baseball vs. Piedmont

4p.m.-Varsity 
Baseball vs. Skyline

Apr. 30 - TBA- Boys 
Varsity Volleyball 

vs. CCPA

For more information 
visit oaklandtech.com/staff/

athletics-calendar

Arms
By Samuel 
Getachew

After Philando Castile’s 
murderer was acquitted of all 
charges,

I thought a lot about how 
he told the officer he was 
licensed to carry a handgun.

About the calm in his 
voice,

About how he sounded a 
lot like he’d rehearsed this a 
dozen times that morning, 
just in case,

And I think about how I 
rehearsed this poem a dozen 
times this morning, just in 
case,

And I thought a lot about 
the 2nd Amendment,

How it doesn’t ever quite 
seem to apply to everyone,

How a black man with a 
gun is a threat,

But a white man with a 
gun is a patriot,

Or how a black child play-
ing with a toy gun in a park is 
a thug,

But a white man with an 
AK-47 strapped to his belt in 
a grocery store is a patriot,

Or how a black woman 
firing a warning shot at her 
abuser is a danger to society,

But a white man with a 
gun showing up to the me-
morial of a victim of police 
brutality is a patriot,

Or how a black boy with 
some Skittles is “one of those 
assholes that always gets 
away.”

But a white man with a 
gun following a 17-year-old 
around in a gated community 
is still a patriot, still has the 
right to “Stand His Ground.”

And I think we too often 
forget that Trayvon Martin 
wasn’t killed by the police.

Just by a white man with a 
gun on neighborhood watch 
who fancied himself God for 
the evening,

Thought he’d decide who 
lived and who died that day. 

And I find it fascinating,

How the right to bear arms 
comes second only to free 
speech,

But is 11 Amendments 
above outlawing slavery,

And I wonder when our 
priorities got so out of order,

Wonder how many bullets 
and bodies and street corner 
memorials it will take before 
we wake up. 

And as I sat at home on 
the 4th of July and heard the 
sound for fireworks go on for 
hours,

I wondered to myself,
When did America fall 

so in love with the sound of 

gunshots,
That she wanted to hear 

them on her birthday?

Changes in response to the Parkland Shooting
By Samuel Lin

More than a month 
after the mass shooting 
at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School, 
our nation remains 
shaken by the events 
that unfolded on Feb-
ruary 14th. Armed with 
an AR-15 semi-auto-
matic rifle, 19-year-old 
Nikolas Cruz opened 
fire, killing 17 and 
wounding many others. 
Many have expressed 
their thoughts and 
prayers for the victims 
of the shooting. In the 
wake of the tragedy, 
students across the 
country have risen up, 
questioning whether 
current policies will 
help keep students at 
school safe from such 
threats. To maintain 
safe, learning environ-
ments in our schools, 
we need stronger gun 
control measures. 
These students have 
taken matters into their 
own hands and called 
for a nationwide Day 
of Action on March 
14, a month after that 
horrifying day.

The shooting at 
Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High has also 

prompted responses 
from students closer to 
home. Since the deadly 
shooting in Florida, 
student leaders from 
across grade levels have 
come together in an 
effort to confront the 
issue of gun violence. 

Maxwell Stern is one 
of these students. He 
and the other student 
organizers wanted to 
“create a platform in 
which Tech students 
could empower, in-
spire, and enact change 
in other students and 
in the community.” 
Together, these indi-
viduals planned Tech’s 
own Day of Action. 

Although students 
were not required to 
attend the walkout, 
hundreds of Oakland 
Tech students par-
ticipated. At 10 AM, 
students dropped their 
pencils and gathered at 
the front lawn. Partic-

ipants observed a 17 
Minutes of Recogni-
tion, followed by stu-
dent speakers. Speakers 
spoke not only about 
the mass shooting 
in Florida, but also 
brought attention to 
gun violence and Oak-
land. Others criticized 
the Trump adminis-
tration for the lack of 
stricter gun control. 

Despite the heavy rain, 
which ended the event 
earlier than planned, 
students stood in 
solidarity with a sin-
gle message in mind: 
“Enough is enough.”

While students are 
honoring those who 

have died at the hands 
of gun violence and 
spreading awareness 
on gun violence in our 
community, Oakland 
Tech’s administration 
is reexamining our 
school’s current lock-
down procedure. On 
March 8, all students 
on campus participat-
ed in a lockdown and 
barricade drill. Teach-

ers and students were 
informed of proper 
procedures that should 
be carried out during 
times of emergency. 
But many students 
feel uneasy about the 
possibility of a school 
shooting threat. Wil-
liam Swearengen, a 
sophomore at Oakland 
Tech, describes the 
school’s current lock-
down procedure as 
“not very reassuring.” 
He describes, “If there 
was an active shooting 
threat at our school, 
the lockdown would be 
disorderly and inef-
fective.” Nevertheless, 
he dismisses that such 
a possibility would 
happen, saying that 
he “doubts an event 
like the one in Florida 
would happen at Tech.” 

The past month 
has seen tremendous 
support and involve-
ment from the admin-
istration, teachers, and 
students at Oakland 
Tech. Undoubtedly, the 
Tech community will 
continue to fight gun 
violence and protect 
our students.

Claire Daly/Scribe

Students paid tribute to the seventeen lives lost at Marjory Stoneman Doug-
las High School and to gun violence victims in Oakland.

Clyde Nichols/Scribe

Sophomores Abriella Terrazas and Samuel Getachew and 
freshman Caroline Pers participate in a moment of silence for 

victims of gun violence.
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Gun Legislation 

By Fiona Osborn 
 
In the wake of the Parkland shoot-

ing, there has been a massive movement 
calling for stricter gun policies to fight 
gun violence. Many people feel that 
current laws do not do enough, and 
instead put people’s second amendment 
right to bear arms above people’s safety. 
While fighting for this change, it is 
important to understand both what our 
current gun laws are, and the problems 
with them that need to be fixed. Senior 
Kendall Prime sees educating students 
on gun laws as an essential first step 
towards reforming gun-related policies: 
“Currently, students are participating 
in a mass movement calling for stricter 
gun laws. So, in order for us to properly 
participate in a call for action we should 
be aware of what we are changing. 
That’s why knowing about the current 
laws is a step towards changing them.” 
With a better understanding of our 
current gun laws, it is easier to be more 

effective in changing them. 
One of the major national gun 

policies is the Brady Handgun Violence 
Protection Act, which was sign into law 
in 1993. This act puts limitations on 
who may purchase a firearm. It states 
that you cannot own a gun if you were 
convicted of a crime punishable by 
being in prison for more than one year; 
are a fugitive from justice; are addict-
ed to, or illegally use, any controlled 
substance; have been ruled mentally de-
fective by a court, or are committed to 
a mental institution; are an illegal alien 
living in the United States unlawfully; 
received a dishonorable discharge from 
the U.S. Armed Forces; renounced your 
U.S. citizenship; have court restraining 
order that involves your 'intimate part-
ner,' your partner's child, or children; or 
were convicted of domestic violence. 

However, the federal background 
checks that detect these things happen 
almost instantly, and look through a 
database that states voluntarily supply 

records to. Oftentimes records are not 
entered into this database, allowing 
people to purchase firearms who should 
not be able to do so. Furthermore, there 
is what is known as the “gun show loop-
hole”, where sellers can sell guns at gun 
shows, or temporary markets for guns 
and ammunitions. Unlicensed sellers 
are not required to keep records of their 
sales and can circumvent background 
checks. It has been estimated that 40% 
of guns are purchased without a back-
ground check. 

Another important national gun 
law is the National Firearms Act. This 
act restricts the ownership of machine 
guns, firearm silencers and mufflers, 
and rifles and shotguns with barrels 
short than 18 inches. Owners must go 
through extensive background checks 
and register their NFA firearms with the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, 
and Explosives. 

California, on the other hand, 
outlaws all of these NFA weapons. 

In California, there is also a ban on 
assault weapons, which is defined as 
“any semi-automatic, centerfire rifle, or 
semi-automatic pistol that lacks a fixed 
magazine and has one of a number of 
features that includes a protruding pis-
tol grip or folding stock.” There is also a 
10 day waiting period to get a gun, and 
you must be at least 18 years old to buy 
a rifle or shotgun, 21 to buy a handgun. 

There are many other faults with 
these laws. Automatic weapons man-
ufactured before 1986, the year that 
manufacturing automatic weapons for 
civilian use was banned, are still legal. 
There are an estimated 60,000 of these 
guns still in circulation. Furthermore, 
it is legal to purchase and then modify 
semi-automatic weapons, by adding 
a bump stock or replacing the trigger 
with a crank, so that they function like 
an automatic weapon.  

Tech is Running Out of Paper
By Claire Daly

Oakland Unified School Dis-
trict’s controversial midyear budget 
cuts have had widespread effects, 
and one major area that has been 
hit hard at Oakland Tech is sup-
plies. Tech’s paper and toner supply 
is at a dire level, so the Parent 
Teacher Student Association is try-
ing to combat the issue by moving 
up the date of their annual supply 
drive.

The supply drive is an online 
event during which donors can 
give money for the Tech to get 
printer and copier paper and toner. 
The drive has also been expanded 
this year to include tissues, hand 
sanitizer and sterilizing wipes. This 
event is run by PTSA volunteers 
and typically starts later in the 
year, but has become critical as 
the paper and toner supply nears 

depletion. On February 20th, when 
PTSA president Laura Impellizzeri 
sent out an email asking for vol-
unteers to help organize the drive, 
the school was estimated to run 
out of paper within the week. As of 
March 1st, the supply drive had re-
ceived orders providing the school 
with 49 boxes of paper, 27 toner 
cartridges, 21 boxes of tissues, 60 
containers of sterilizing wipes, 
and 16 bottles of hand sanitizer. 
While this may seem promising, 
Tech’s 125 classrooms typically go 
through 18 boxes of paper a week. 
This amount has been cut down to 
12 boxes per week, but that means 
teachers are receiving far less paper 
than they may need.

Senior Fiona Osborn spoke 
about the urgency of this issue for 
a school, saying, “It is unfair to 
expect teachers to continue to do 
their jobs to the best of their abil-

ities when they lack such a basic 
resource, paper, which is used so 
frequently to provide students with 
interesting articles, handouts, and 
activities that are such an essen-
tial part of lesson plans and help 
further students' understanding of 
a subject.”

The supply drive will run 
through the rest of the year and the 
PTSA is asking donors to focus on 
buying paper and toner cartridges. 
To participate in the supply drive, 
go to http://shop.givesomething-
back.com and login with the user-
name oaklandTptsa and password 
bulldog. After logging in, click 
favorites in the upper right portion 
of the page and click OTPTSA 
Supplies. Add items from the list of 
need supplies to the cart and check 
out, taking care to not to check 
“Save Credit Card.”

Dispute Between Teacher’s Union and 
District Over Contracts

By Kendall Prime

For months, the Oakland Tech 
teachers union and the district have 
been tied up in negotiations over the 
teacher’s contracts, but no headway has 
been made in favor of the teachers. The 
two major demands of the teachers are 
raises in salary, and a smaller class size. 
These appear possible, given that Oak-
land Unified School District is the larg-
est school district in Alameda County, 
so it generates the most income in the 
county. However, it pays teachers the 
lowest salary in all of Alameda County.  

So far, the Union has had several 
small demonstrations outside of where 

the bargaining is taking place, but since 
negotiations are still going on there 
is no reason for any public displays 
of protest. Also, district officials and 
teachers alike are currently caught up 
in the budget deficit of Oakland Unified 
School District.

At this point, the district is slowing 
down negotiations. This usually means 
they are done negotiating and wish 
to take it to impasse. If the union and 
employer are unable to agree on con-
tracts, then one or both parties de-
clares impasse and the state sends out a 
mediator to make an agreement. If this 
step fails, a neutral fact finder will make 
a report on the situation and a neutral 

recommendation, usually splitting the 
difference. However, if the decision is 
not accepted by the employer, they can 
reject it and impose a contract. If the 
union is not willing to take the con-
tract, they strike against the contract.

This puts a wrench into the teach-
ers union’s plans, seeing that in 2011 
the neutral fact finder ruled in favor 
of the teacher’s union, but the district 
rejected the conclusion.. If impasse 
happens, they would be tied up in state 
mediation for six months, and a pos-
sible strike would lay on the horizon. 
Despite the bumpy road that appears to 
lie ahead, the union still hopes for their 
contract negotiation not to go to im-

passe. So what can we do? According to 
David Deleeuw, the former bargaining 
chair for 8 years, “The best thing that 
students can do at this stage is to let 
parents know because they are the peo-
ple who can exert the most pressure.”

This much paper is a rare sight at Oakland Tech.

Fiona Osborn/Scribe
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Ride for a Reason Raises Funds for 
Oakland Public Schools

News

By Samuel Getachew

Oakland Tech co-principal Josue 
Diaz recently announced that he would 
not be planning to return to Oakland 
Tech next year. After 8 years working at 
Tech and 2 years as co-principal with 
Ms. Morrison, his departure is sur-
rounded with confusion as to why he is 
leaving. After speaking to five teachers, 
not one of them was able to tell me the 
answer.

Mr. Diaz will leave the Race, Policy, 
and Law Academy as his legacy, having 
led the launching of the program. He 
pushed for increased interest in acad-

emies, and was an advocate for wall-
to-wall academies that would push all 
students to join a pathway.

His departure is met with many 
mixed reactions and a considerable 
amount of indifference. Mr. Diaz had 
his fair share of fans and haters, and 
one of the markers of his two years as 
co-principal was what many perceived 
as a full-blown attack on the Paideia 
program. An anonymous Paideia stu-
dent said that as a freshman, “Mr. Diaz 
told me on multiple occasions that I 
wouldn’t get into Paideia or Engineer-
ing, and now I’m in both. He made me 
feel like I wasn’t capable of anything, 

and I felt like I had to prove it to him 
that I could do it.” They said that they 
were glad he was leaving, adding, “His 
being here never had a positive impact 
on me. I never saw him doing any-
thing.”

Oakland Tech Junior Katherine 
Wood felt more indifferent towards the 
news, saying, “I don’t feel very impacted 
by his decision to leave the Tech com-
munity. I’ve never met him.” She added, 
“From what I’ve heard, he was a great 
mentor to many members of the faculty 
but I don’t know if his involvement with 
the teachers matched his relationships 
with students.”

Spanish teacher Felicidad Guirao 
had a more positive outlook on Diaz’s 
work, saying, “I liked him. He support-
ed me.”

Mr. Diaz published his goodbye 
letter on the Oakland Tech website, in 
which he thanked his coworkers and 
added, “Know that my dedication to my 
position as co-principal will continue 
throughout the end of this school year.” 
He did not give a reason for leaving, but 
he concluded with this: “Once a bull-
dog, always a bulldog.”

Mr. Diaz to Step Down from Co-Principal

By Bebe Aronson

We all know that California schools 
have always been underfunded. Ten 
years ago, four dads of Oakland stu-
dents got frustrated with this under-
funding, so they biked 110 miles, from 
Oakland to the State Capitol steps, to 
advocate for greater funding for edu-
cation. Every spring since then, more 
and more parents, teachers, students, 
and community members have joined 
them on this ride, raising a cumula-
tive amount of over $1 million that 
has funded field trips, school libraries, 
tutoring programs, and more. This year, 
the ride will take place on Saturday, 
April 28th, and the proceeds will be 
split evenly between eight schools: Cla-
remont Middle School, Oakland Tech, 
Oakland International High School, 

Emerson Elementary School, Westlake 
Middle School, Edna Brewer Middle 
School, Skyline High School, and Roo-
sevelt Middle School. Participants can 
choose to ride the entire 110 miles, 68 
miles, or 45 miles.

On the day of the ride, the partici-
pants meet at Oakland Tech early in the 
morning, where breakfast is provided. 
Those who are riding the whole way 
leave from there, while those opting 
to ride 45 miles take a bus to Vacav-
ille where they will begin their ride. 
Those on the 68 mile ride take a train 
from the Emeryville station to the 
Suisun-Fairfield station.  For the most 
part, every route follows scenic back 
roads with little traffic. Each ride has 
experienced ride leaders, SAG-wagon 
support, rest stops with snacks, and a 
lunch stop. Once everyone has made 

it to Sacramento, there is a rally on the 
Capitol steps to call attention to the 
lack of funding for public schools.

If biking is not your thing, there are 
still many ways to get involved as a vol-
unteer or a sponsor. If you are interest-
ed in participating but need some more 
training before riding a long distance, 
there are training rides every weekend 
from now until the ride. Every rider 
is expected to raise $250 so that the 
fundraising goal of $150,000 can be 

met, as well as pay a registration fee, 
which is discounted for OUSD students 
and teachers. Overall, Ride for Reason 
is an excellent way to challenge your-
self, have fun, meet new people, and 
bring awareness to the underfunding of 
California’s schools! To find out more, 
visit rideforareason.weebly.com. 

This year marks the 11th annual Ride for a Reason.

Environmental Protection in the Era of Trump
By Claire Daly

Anyone who calls coal a 
“clean, beautiful” source of 
energy is clearly not a friend 
to the environment. President 
Trump has proven he is not 
a proponent of environmen-
tal protection on numerous 
occasions before and after his 
election. These include call-
ing climate change a “hoax” 
orchestrated by China, pulling 
the United States out of the 
Paris Agreement on climate 
change, and signing the Re-
publican tax bill which in-
cluded a provision opening 
the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge (ANWR) to oil drilling. 
The Trump administration is 
also trying to shorten the envi-
ronmental review process for 
leases to drill in federal lands, 
such as ANWR, to a year, 
which critics say could put 
wildlife and local communities 
in jeopardy. Trump’s anti-en-
vironmental views are clearly 
shown in his appointment for 
Administrator of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency 

(EPA), Scott Pruitt.
To give some history, the 

EPA was established by former 
President Richard Nixon and 
has typically received support 
from both parties. Running 
contrary as usual to his prede-
cessors, Trump began his pres-
idency with a 31 percent cut to 
the EPA’s budget. Under a typ-
ical presidency, Priutt would 
be an unconventional choice 
for head of the EPA, since he 
sued the agency 14 times as 
Oklahoma's attorney general. 
But Pruitt’s appeal to Trump is 
clear in their shared hatred of 
regulations: as of March 11th, 
Pruitt has repealed 20 Obama-
era environmental regulations 
and is in the process of remov-
ing 47 others.

One major regulation Pruitt 
overturned is the Clean Power 
Plan, which cut down carbon 
emissions from power plants; 
a critical function in a nation 
where approximately 40 per-
cent of emissions come from 
power plants.

 Data on global warm-
ing has also been removed 

from the EPA website despite 
the vast majority of climate 
scientists agreeing that climate 
change is occurring and it is 
largely due to human actions. 
But it is not only scientific data 
that has become absent in the 
EPA, it is the scientists them-
selves.

During Barack Obama’s 
presidency in 2016, there were 
four university scientists tem-
porarily working in the EPA 
through the Intergovernmental 
Personnel Act, but now there 
are none. The Intergovernmen-
tal Personnel Act was made to 
provide government agencies 
with specific expertise that 
they would not otherwise have 
access to. Instead of scientists, 
the EPA ranks are being filled 
by members of the industries 
they are supposed to be regu-
lating. The EPA has defended 
itself by saying that they are 
not intentionally stopping the 
program, no one is applying. 
Professor William McDowell 
from the University of New 
Hampshire who was assigned 
to the National Science Foun-

dation from 2013 to 2014 told 
Bloomberg that academics 
likely are not applying to work 
for the EPA because “the work 
generally isn’t valued, and the 
work climate is so uncertain, 
of course people are less likely 
to want to serve.”

Adding to the lack of the 
scientists is the fact that the 
EPA’s Science Advisory Board 
has not met in six months be-
cause their paperwork has not 
been processed. The Science 
Advisory Board is a group 
of scientists who determine 
whether the science behind 
EPA regulations is sound. The 
Independent reported that 
William Schlesinger, a profes-
sor at Duke University and a 
member of the Science Ad-
visory Board, thinks that the 
EPA is using a “pocket veto” on 
the board so they do not have 
to deal with organized outcry 
from the scientists.

Many students are upset 
with the EPA’s recent actions, 
and those looking to take 
action can do so right here at 
Oakland Tech. Junior Sekayi 

Bardell said, “In AP Environ-
mental Science, students are 
trying to pass a policy that 
requires students to graduate 
high school climate change 
literate. This essentially will 
spread more awareness about 
climate change and environ-
mental destruction and find 
ways to combat it.” Students 
can also join environmental 
protection clubs such as the 
Wildlife Conservation Club, 
which works to protect threat-
ened animal species. Students 
who are at least 16 years old 
can pre-register to vote, pre-
paring themselves to vote for 
candidates who support their 
beliefs regarding environmen-
tal regulation. High schoolers 
are clearly not ignorant of what 
happens in the government, as 
demonstrated by senior Anto-
nia Starc, who said, "The lack 
of regulations and or improve-
ments for environmental issues 
is not only disappointing but 
disgraceful. As a nation we 
can, and should, do better.”
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By Emma Mansell

Renowned physicist Hawk-
ing died peacefully in his home 
on the morning of March 14, 
2018, fifty-five years after he was 
diagnosed with motor neurone 
disease and given only two years 
to live. Throughout his long and 
illustrious career as a theoret-
ical physicist and cosmologist, 
Stephen Hawking is a name that 
has become synonymous with 
scientific innovation and genius. 
His career began with his time 

at Oxford, where he graduated 
with a degree in natural scienc-
es, and then moved on to Cam-
bridge for his PhD in applied 
mathematics and theoretical 
physics. His doctoral thesis on 
the singularity theorem (regard-
ing black holes and the possible 
origin of the universe) then in-
formed his work developing the 
laws of black hole dynamics and 
describing black hole radiation. 

After delving into quantum 
physics and mechanics in the 
late sixties, Hawking returned 

to Cambridge as the Lucasian 
Professor of Mathematics. He 
continued to postulate new 
theories, like the Hartle-Hawk-
ing state, that proposes that the 
universe had no boundaries 
before the Big Bang so time 
and space did not exist. Soon 
after, he wrote A Brief History 
of Time, published in 1988 and 
instantly a bestseller. The book, 
a layman’s guide to cosmology 
and the sought-after “unifying 
theory” to describe the universe, 
made Hawking a celebrity. He 

has since written more books, 
including The Universe in a 
Nutshell and George’s Secret 
Key to the Universe (a children’s 
book on theoretical physics). 
His incredible journey and resil-
ience in the face of his disability 
have inspired many biographies 
and films, including the critical-
ly acclaimed Theory of Every-
thing. 

He is survived by his ex-wife, 
Jane, and their three children, 
Lucy, Timothy, and Robert. 
Since March 14, other scien-

tists and leaders have shared 
their memories of Hawking and 
paid homage to his scientific 
contributions. Max Tegmark, 
a MIT physicist who worked 
with Hawking, said, “When you 
think of the impact of Stephen 
Hawking, it’s clearly mostly in 
the future still. Stephen is going 
to be guiding our research for 
years to come.”

By Jordan Klein

This month our Oakland 
Tech Bulldogs took a 4-0 victo-
ry over the Tri-Valley Demons 
in the 2017-18 ice hockey 
championship game. Coached 
by Colin Thompson and James 
Austin, this is the third cham-
pionship win for the Bulldogs. 
These outstanding coaches, 
with the help of manager Lynne 
Hosley, have taken the team 
to two championship victories 
in the last four years. But their 
road to success wasn’t easy. In 
Coach Austin’s first year with 
the Bulldogs, they finished in 
last place without a single win. 
However, they had an impres-
sive comeback during the next 
season, ultimately winning 
the championship in double 
overtime. They made it to the 
championship again in 2017, 
but were defeated in double 
overtime. And this year, the 
Bulldogs are champions again 
with a shutout victory over the 
Demons.

Eleventh grader Jackton 
Levy has led the team in scor-
ing this season, and had an im-
pressive scoring performance 
with a hat trick - meaning he 
scored three goals in one game. 
Christopher Lauderdale, Aden 
Goldberg, and John Michael 
Hoffman all had assists. After 
a disappointing loss in dou-

ble-overtime of last year’s 
championship, this win meant 
redemption for the Bulldogs. 
They did not play the same 
team as they had in the 2016-
17 championship, but they had 
in fact lost to the Demons twice 
earlier in the regular season, 
and tied once. However, the 
Bulldogs had a convincing 

win over the Demons in the 
4-0 shutout and according to 
Jackton Levy, what made the 
difference was having all of 
their players, including goalie 
Cambell Conour. The Tri-Val-
ley Demons had a total of thirty 
two shots during the game, all 
of which were blocked by the 
Bulldogs’ impressive defense 

and goaltending.
Oakland Tech’s ice hockey 

team is co-ed and competes 
against club teams in the 
non-checking JV C division of 
the San Jose Sharks high school 
league. Most of the players 
started out with little to no ex-
perience with skating, and the 
coaching is built around teach-
ing the fundamentals of the 
game. So if don’t know much 
about hockey but are interested 
in playing, there is a spot for 
you on the Bulldogs hockey 
team. If you have any questions 
or are interested in learning 
more about the program, reach 
out to any friends you know 
that play hockey or to Coach 
James Austin (his email is 
yolodog@yahoo.com).

Congratulations to the Oak-
land Tech ice hockey team for 
their championship win!

Renowned Physicist Stephen Hawking Passes Away

By Arianna Moussavi

On March 20th, 2018, at 
9:15 AM, the season officially 
changes from winter to spring, 
and people all around the 
world wish each other a happy 
new year. The spring solstice 
is aligned with the Persian 
New Year, an ancient Zoro-
astrian celebration of rebirth 
and renewal. Although it has 
religious roots, it is now con-
sidered to be a cultural celebra-
tion. It has been celebrated for 
over 3,000 years, and continues 
to be acknowledged world-
wide. The official name for it is 
Nowruz (pronounced noˈˈuz), 
which directly translates to 
“new day.” Nowruz lasts for 
thirteen days, during which 
people visit family, eat food, 

and participate in many mean-
ingful traditions and festivals. 

A week before the official 
start of the new year, people 
come together on a night 
called “charshanbe soori” - a 
festival of fire. This is a night 
when people jump over small 
bonfires in order to cleanse 
their spirits and bring light 
and happiness with them into 
the new year. While you jump, 
you’re supposed to say “zardi-e 
man az to, sorkhi-e to az man,” 
a phrase directed towards the 
fire, meaning “take my sickly 
pallor and give me your beau-
tiful red glow”. This festival 
highlights the importance of 
starting the new year off with 
a good fortune and a positive 
attitude. It’s celebrated in large 
cities like Toronto, New York, 

and even in Berkeley. 
One of the most well known 

concepts of Nowruz itself is 
the “haft-seen”, which directly 
translates to “seven s’.” Every 
year, families set up tables 
with symbolic objects in their 
homes. This table includes 
sprouts, apples, garlic, vin-
egar, sumac, senjed (dried 
Persian olives,) and samanu (a 
sweet pudding.) The sprouts 
represent nature, the apples 
represent health, the garlic 
represents gratification, the 
sumac represents patience, the 
vinegar represents cleanliness, 
the senjed represents wisdom, 
and the samanu represents 
power and bravery. People 
usually also include mirrors, 
which represent self reflec-
tion, candles which represent 

enlightenment and happiness, 
and decorated eggs which 
represent fertility. Coins that 
represent wealth and prosper-
ity, and hyacinths (a type of 
flower) which represent the 
coming of spring, could also be 
included on the table. Over the 
course of the thirteen days of 
celebration, people visit their 
family members to celebrate 
the new year. Usually, the 
eldest members of the family 
are visited first, followed by 
the younger family members. 
Food like rice with green herbs 
and fish are typically served at 
these gatherings. 

On the last day of Nowruz, 
families and friends have a 
picnic day out, called “sizdah 
bedar.” Celebrating the end of 
a series of new year practices, 

they take the sprouts they have 
grown for their haft-sin table 
and throw them into a river, 
stream, or body of running 
water. They tie the sprouts 
together in knots, make a wish 
for the new year, and watch 
them float away. This is done to 
get rid of the old, and bring in 
the new year filled with good 
fortune and health.

Hockey Team Wins Big 

Persian New Year

Tech’s winning hockey team.

Chris Lauderdale
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By Aria Everingham

Have you ever struggled to 
find a class that is both inter-
esting and helps boost your 
GPA? Well struggle no more! 
Now you can take one of Oak-
land Tech’s Dual Enrollment 
classes. A Dual Enrollment 
class is a college-level course 
from the Peralta Colleges 
available at Oakland Tech. 
Currently, Oakland Tech 
offers two courses: Psychology 
of Adolescence and African 
American History. These 
courses are available after 
school as a seventh period 
and during sixth period. 

There are multiple benefits 
to taking a dual enrollment 

class. Students in these cours-
es receive a grade boost and 
extra credits for their course. 
Dual Enrollment classes are 
considered an “AP” level class 
because the credits are trans-
ferable to UCs and CSUs. 
Therefore, students receive a 
boost in GPA just as an AP 
class would traditionally boost 
your GPA. One Dual-Enroll-
ment class is worth 3 Peralta 
credits, which is equivalent to 
10 Oakland Tech credits. This 
means that an Oakland Tech 
student completes one year of 
credit in one semester. 

So how are these classes 
according to students and 
teachers? Students seem to 
have few complaints about 

Dual Enrollment Classes. 
Katherine Purev, enrolled in 
Psychology of Adolescence, 
said, “It’s a really good class 
if you want a boost, but it's 
also really interesting to learn 
how teens’ brains work.” Dual 
Enrollment classes are discus-
sion based which allows stu-
dents to share their ideas and 
feel casual in the classroom. 
Students feel that they are 
able to talk to the professors 
about questions and concerns. 
Anacelia Rodriguez, a stu-
dent in the African American 
History class, recounts on a 
time that she felt unprepared 
for an assignment. She talked 
to her professor, and said that 
“he was fine with helping me 

and letting me extend it to 
the next lecture class.” Some 
students, such as Marly Smith 
and Terashi Lee, wish there 
was less class time after school 
due to conflicts with home-
work, after school programs, 
and sports. 

If you are interested in 
joining a Dual Enrollment 
Class, you can go to the Col-
lege and Career center and 
talk to Mr. Payne.  If you are 
interested in joining one of 
Oakland Tech’s pre-existing 
classes, keep one teacher’s 
advice in mind. Mr. Daigle 
hosts the psychology class 
in his room and he is able to 
observe the class. He makes 
it clear that “it requires a lot 

more self motivation. [The 
professor] does not do a lot of 
reminding about when stuff is 
due… [Students] have papers 
and exams on a regular basis, 
[the professor] planned them 
out in advance and it’s the stu-
dents job to be ready for that.” 
Do you have a subject that 
you are specifically interest-
ed in or a class that you wish 
Tech offered?  If you gather a 
group of interested students 
willing to commit to a Dual 
Enrollment course, you may 
be able to make the class of 
your dreams a reality at Tech!

Features
Benefits of Dual Enrollment

The Significance of Black Panther
By Andy Gagliardi

Marvel Studios’ latest film, 
Black Panther, has been noth-
ing less than a cultural sensa-
tion. The film was directed and 
co-written by Oakland native 
Ryan Coogler and stars a pri-
marily black cast. It has been 
met with nearly unanimous 
praise for everything from the 
powerful performances (from 
a cast containing many Oscar 
nominees and winners) to its 
spectacular visuals, as well 
as its relevant and intelligent 
social, economic, and political 
commentary. It has earned a 
97% critic score on Rotten To-
matoes, making it the highest 
ranked superhero film ever. 
Here in Oakland, theaters ev-
erywhere were completely sold 

out for every showing of open-
ing weekend, with lines out the 
door at Grand Lake Theater 
even a week after release. This 
kind of audience response is 
unheard of for any film. Even 
the latest Star Wars film didn’t 
have lines or viewership like 
Black Panther. Oakland is fea-
tured during the movie, and at 
both showings I went to (both 
completely full), the audience 
cheered for our city.

In my personal opinion, 
the film places its focus on 
character and storyline in 
relation to the bigger themes 
of socio-economic and racial 
disadvantages, and it succeeds 
at this in spectacular fashion 
while simultaneously being a 
satisfying and enjoyable action 
movie. Ryan Coogler made a 

film that serves as an example 
of how to make a movie as 
near to perfect as possible. 
This movie is next level.

It was also next level 
financially. Although it 
is not the first critically 
acclaimed film by artists 
of color, it has been the 
most financially success-
ful. The film grossed over 
$700 million in less than 
3 weeks, and broke too 
many box office records to 
count. But Black Panther’s 
real significance lies in 
its implications about the 
positive changes com-
ing to the entertainment 
industry. In addition to the 
strong and positive portrayals 
of the male characters, all the 
female characters are powerful 

and assertive. All are excellent 
role models for girls and boys 

everywhere. Black Panther 
proves that films about minori-
ties can be just as successful, if 
not more so, than films about 
white people. And it could set 
a precedent for a world where 
big budget films directed by a 
minority are not some spec-
tacular occurrence, but a new 
normal. With individuals like 
Ava DuVernay and Jordan 
Peele working in Hollywood 
today, that new normal is clos-
er than ever to fruition, and all 
we need to do to as moviegoers 
to bring about this change is 
buy movie tickets and enjoy a 
quality movie. If you haven’t 
watched Black Panther yet, 
please do!

Marvel’s newest superhero flick 
is taking critics and 

audiences by storm.

Best Tacos in Oakland 
By Cara Plumhoff and 
Obie Kahne

The Bay Area is packed with 
tons of delicious taco restau-
rants and trucks. But have you 
ever wondered which place 
is truly the best? Of course 
you have. And if you haven’t, 
we are going to answer your 
non-question anyways. 

In order to determine 
Oakland’s finest taco restau-
rant we focused on one fac-
tor and one factor only: the 
overall impact that a certain 
taco establishment has on our 
country’s GDP. Just kidding; 
we focused on taste. We ate 
many tacos that could be con-
sidered “good” and may have 
even been deemed “yummy,” 
but that wasn’t enough. The 
best taco would be the kind of 
“good” that makes your mouth 
water just at the thought of it. 
An example of this distinction 

in practice is that Thin Mints 
are “good” but Samoas are the 
best. After evaluating thou-
sands of tacos based on their 
taste, we were finally able to 
objectively declare for all to 
hear that the best taco restau-
rant in all of Oakland is Choli-
ta Linda. 

Located on Telegraph Av-
enue, Cholita Linda is where 
you can find Oakland’s most 
outstanding tacos. Cholita 
Linda offers only 5 different 
tacos, but that is okay because 
size doesn’t matter. Each tacos’ 
taste more than makes up for 
the somewhat limited options. 
The five taco varieties are: baja 
fish, carnitas, carne asada, 
pollo al pastor, and last and 
also least, tofu. (We did not 
even taste the tofu for obvious 
reasons.) Given that the tacos 
are medium in size, we recom-
mend ordering at least three to 
quench your hunger. With that 

said, I have eaten ten of their 
tacos in one sitting because 
they are that good. Cholita 
Linda is best known for its baja 
fish taco, which is absolutely 
divine. Terashi Lee, an Oak-
land Tech Junior, echoed this 
sentiment when he said, “You 
are trippin’ if you don’t get 
at least two fish tacos,” while 
waiting in line to order. On the 
other hand, according to the 
esteemed Junior Class Presi-
dent Corinna Ferreira Basch, 
“Carne asada tacos are so good 
that I gave up my parking spot 
to go get them.” Finally, if these 
two glowing recommendations 
aren’t enough, atheist Negar 
Shafiei believes that “Jesus will 
be reincarnated inside of Cho-
lita Linda because the tacos are 
just that good.”

Someone who clearly does 
not know what they are talking 
about might say that the best 
tacos in Oakland are from 

Taco Sinaloa. This is wrong in 
two ways: the tacos are simply 
inferior, and the restaurant is 
not even located in Oakland. 

Taco Sinaloa is also on Tele-
graph Avenue, but it is much 
farther into the depths of 
Berkeley. According to the Girl 
Scout Cookies analogy above, 
Taco Sinaloa tacos are like Thin 
Mints; they are good, but not 

the cookie of choice.
Now, next time you are sit-

ting at home craving tacos but 
debating about which place to 

go to, just pop on over to 4923 
Telegraph Ave. You can even 
order ahead by calling (510) 
594 - 7610. And when you or-
der, don’t forget to throw in an 
agua fresca to wash down your 
god-tier taco.

Marvel Studios

Katheline Vanegas/Scribe

Tacos are a popular lunch choice for Tech students.
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Oakland Art on Display for First Fridays

By Karsen Paul

In Downtown Oakland, the 
first friday of each month is 
spelled with capital letters. First 
Friday is a public event held 
once a month on Telegraph 
Ave where craftsmen, food 
vendors, musicians, and locals 
take over the streets for an 
engaging, fun, community ex-
perience. Once you’ve bought 

your street-food and picked 
up some of the hand-crafted 
goods for sale, you can turn off 
of Telegraph to find a venue 
participating in Oakland Art 
Murmur’s First Friday gallery 
walk. Oakland Art Murmur 
(OAM) hosts a variety of 
events and their weekly art 
walks draw artists and art-lov-
ers from across the Bay Area. 
Though they’ve grown to do a 

lot more, the First Friday Art 
Walks were the original OAM 
event back when the group was 
founded in 2006. Practically 
every side street coming off of 
First Friday has a couple of gal-
leries or warehouses with local 
art and hopefully some local 
artists eager to talk about their 
work. Oakland’s artists are con-
stantly pushing the limits not 
only with their subject matter, 

but also with their mediums. 
Hella Vegan Eats, a restaurant 
and beer garden on 26th Street, 
frequently displays art made 
from bike parts and other recy-
cled materials when they open 
their doors for First Fridays. 
At the art walks, exploration is 
highly encouraged, especially 
since each venue contains a 
unique atmosphere. Some have 
the calm and reserved vibe of 

a traditional gallery, but others 
are packed and loud. It’s easy 
to find a piece for you home, a 
poster for your wall, or some-
one to discuss the art with you. 
With more than 50 participat-
ing galleries and hundreds of 
featured artists, the art walk 
puts on display the incredibly 
vivid and diverse works of 
Oakland’s talented artists. 

By Kendall Prime

Before we even start… I know what 
you’re thinking: “Ugh, vegan?! Really! 
I will have my regular dairy mousse 
instead because I am a god fearing cow 
eater filled with disdain about anything 
vegan.” Well, let me stop you right 
there. This mousse is extremely easy to 
make, delicious, and rich. One bite of 
it and you will be renouncing your title 
of cowkilling meateater! You need two 
simple ingredients:

1 Cup Aquafaba (from a 14 oz. can 
of chickpeas)

3/4 cup dark chocolate

Basically, aquafaba is beaten chick-
pea water. It sounds disgusting, but is 

essentially tasteless and creates a light 
and fluffy texture that is absolutely 
melt-in-your-mouth amazing. Put your 
aquafaba into an electric mixer and 
start beating it on high until stiff peaks 
form. While that is happening, melt 
your dark chocolate in a large bowl that 
is placed over a pot of water on medium 
heat, stirring constantly. Once the choc-
olate has changed its physical state from 
solid to liquid, take your beaten aquafa-
ba and fold it into the chocolate. Then, 
divide the chocolate mousse amongst 
the serving dishes you are using, and 
refrigerate for an hour at minimum.

Behold, a tasty punch-you-in-the-
gut rich chocolate mousse that just 
happens to be vegan. Enjoy!

Sun Sign Horoscopes For The Month of April
By Sekayi Bardell

*A little distraction for when 
you don't want to pay attention 
in class*

What is a sun sign?
Also known as the “star 

sign,” your sun sign is the po-
sition of the sun at your birth, 
which is then placed into one 
of the twelve zodiac signs. They 
show the core of your per-
sonality and express the emo-
tions that you may experience 
throughout your daily life. 

Capricorn: December 21 – 
January 19

Get ready because this 
month is going to be socially 
and academically adventurous. 
Seek out need opportunities 
as they present themselves, 
and don't doubt yourself when 
faced with harsh obstacles. Stay 
motivated and on that grind 
and the month of April will be 
yours!

Most compatible signs: 
Pisces, Taurus, Virgo, Scorpio| 
Least compatible signs: Aries, 
Libra, Cancer

Aquarius: January 19 – Feb-
ruary 18

Use this month as a clean 
slate. So shrug off all of the bad 
vibes, and allow your clever 

and rational traits to help you 
achieve your goals. The month 
of April will allow you to 
bounce back better than ever. 

Most compatible signs: Ar-
ies, Gemini, Libra, Sagittarius | 
Least compatible signs: Taurus, 
Scorpio, Leo

Pisces: February 18 – March 
20

You may feel that you're 
under pressure this month. But 
don't let the small stuff get to 
you. This month be open to 
new opportunities that come 
your way, as they may be bene-
ficial to you later on.   

Most compatible signs: Cap-
ricorn, Taurus, Cancer, Scorpio 
| Least compatible signs: Gemi-
ni, Sagittarius, Virgo

Aries: March 20 – April 19
No pain no gain. Work hard 

and you will achieve the goals 
you have set out to accomplish, 
but no one said it is going to be 
easy. Whether you are trying 
to improve academically or 
personally, look to those you 
trust as they may provide some 
stability in this journey. 

Most compatible signs: 
Gemini, Leo, Sagittarius, 
Aquarius | Least compatible 
signs: Cancer, Capricorn, Libra

Taurus: April 19 – May 20
Organization and time 

management is key. Find out 
what matters most and prior-
itize it, so that it gets done. Be 
sure to figure out your schedule 
so that you don't become over-
whelmed, and this month will 
be smoother than ever. 

Most compatible signs: Can-
cer, Virgo, Capricorn, Pisces 
| Least compatible signs: Leo, 
Aquarius

Gemini: May 20 – June 20
Invest in your future. Take 

some time out to do what you 
do best. Block out all the haters 
and strive towards bettering 
yourself. You do you.  

Most compatible signs: Ari-
es, Leo, Libra, Aquarius | Least 
compatible signs: Virgo, Pisces, 
Sagittarius 

Cancer:  June 20 – July 22
Spread your wings and fly 

like the social butterfly you are. 
Get out and about and social-
ize, be open to new people. 
But don't get too carried away, 
maintain your composure and 
let the month of April be the 
start of new beginnings.

Most compatible signs: 
Taurus, Virgo, Scorpio, Pisces 
| Least compatible signs: Aries, 
Libra, Capricorn 

Leo: July 22 – August 22
New month, new you. Be on 

the lookout for new opportu-
nities and seize your moment. 
Use this month as an oppor-
tunity reboot, and to focus on 
reaching your full potential. 

Most compatible signs: Ar-
ies, Gemini, Libra, Sagittarius | 
Least compatible signs: Taurus, 
Aquarius, Scorpio

Virgo: August 22 – Septem-
ber 22

Seize new opportunities. 
Become spontaneous every 
now and then and adventure 
outside of your comfort zone. 
Who knows? You might even 
discover a hidden talent you 
didn't even know you had!

Most compatible signs: Tau-
rus, Cancer, Scorpio, Capricorn 
| Least compatible signs: Gemi-
ni, Sagittarius, Pisces

Libra: September 22 – Oc-
tober 23

This month is all about Pri-
orities. Get rid of all the excess 
baggage in your life, and focus 
on what you want to achieve. 
Focus on the big picture, and 
don't get tripped up over the 
little things.

You got this!
Most compatible signs:  

Gemini, Leo, Sagittarius, 
Aquarius | Least compatible 
sign: Cancer, Capricorn, Aries

Scorpio: October 23 – No-
vember 21

This month is all about 
self-reflection. Take some time 
out and evaluate some of your 
life decisions. But don't dwell 
on the past, stay motivated, and 
work towards the future. 

Most compatible signs: Can-
cer, Virgo, Capricorn, Pisces 
| Least compatible signs: Leo, 
Aquarius, Taurus 

Sagittarius: November 21 – 
December 21

Get rid of all the negative 
energy in your life, and let the 
good vibes roll in. Change is 
coming to your way, so be on 
the lookout for any new op-
portunities that may present 
themselves. 

Most compatible signs: Ari-
es, Leo, Libra, Aquarius | Least 
compatible signs: Virgo, Pisces, 
Gemini

*I am not a professional and 
this advice should be taken with 
a heavy grain of salt*

Recipe: Vegan Chocolate Mousse 
Carine Claudepierre/SweetAsHoney.com
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(Tech Walks Out Continued from page 1)
got involved in planning the walkout 

because, “I wanted to make sure that 
the event was done with a singular mes-
sage; and a message that reflected more 
than just the Parkland shooting. Gun 
violence is not a new issue and every-
body who was involved with planning 
really wanted to show that.”

She added, “Standing up in front of 
over a thousand kids was proof that this 
generation is going to make the change. 
We are passionate and it was really clear 
that kids weren't there to just skip class. 
I loved seeing all of the umbrellas open 

during the 17 minutes of silence as it 
began to rain. To see kids unfazed by 
the rain and continue to want to honor 
the lives who were lost and show the 
country we aren't backing down, was 
incredible.” 

Pers said that the walkout committee 
was grateful for all the media attention 
they received, but one statement stood 
out: “I think one of my favorite com-
ments overall was when Oakland Tech 
was described as "The school that wasn’t 
just walking out, but the school that is 
going to make a change.” 

Oakland Tech was featured on Bay 
Area news stations all day and night 
long. Videos of students and the audios 
of speeches were played on television 
and radio alike.

To continue getting involved, partic-
ipate in the Oakland sister march for 
the March For Our Lives, on Saturday, 
March 24, in Frank Ogawa Plaza at 10 
am.

Claire Daly/Scribe

Tech student Milo Vetter holds 
a sign calling for firearm insurance 

during the walkout.

Response to “The Surprising Prevalence of Sexual 
Harassment at Tech”

By the Oakland Tech
 Feminist Club

While we know the author 
of the op-ed had good inten-
tions, there are so many things 
wrong with the piece itself, 
starting with the title. Who is 
sexual harassment “surprising” 
to? Certainly not to the women 
at this school who deal with it 
on a daily basis, but maybe to 
a white male student who has 
likely never been the victim of 
sexual harassment. Addition-

ally, the author of did nothing 
in the way of acknowledging 
his privilege as it relates to 
the issue of sexual assault and 
harassment. Male students have 
the power to both discourage 
and embolden their peers to 
behave in an inappropriate 
manner towards female stu-
dents. The closest the author 
came to acknowledging this 
privilege was admitting that 
he previously had not been 
aware of how common ha-
rassment is at Tech, but he did 

not acknowledge his potential 
complicity in the male-dom-
inated culture that allows for 
sexual assault and harassment 
to occur every day.

Furthermore, the author’s 
assertion that perpetrators of 
sexual harassment and assault 
have inherently “weak and 
twisted minds” completely 
disregards the culture in which 
these young men have been 
brought up. This misogynistic 
and patriarchal environment 
teaches them from a young age 

that a woman’s value lies pri-
marily in her body, that women 
are not deserving of the same 
respect that we as a society 
afford to men, and that sexual 
remarks about a woman’s body 
are not only appropriate but 
complimentary. The idea that 
sexual harassment and assault 
arise from a genetic predispo-
sition towards weak-minded-
ness and not from the national 
culture in which young men 
have grown up is ignorant and 
offensive, and ultimately it 

prevents a healthy, productive 
discussion on the sources and 
solutions for sexual assault and 
harassment at school.

We know the author was 
trying to bring awareness to 
the massive problem of sexual 
harassment and assault; we 
have the same goal. But not all 
discussion is necessarily good 
discussion, and as a communi-
ty we need to grow and learn 
from our mistakes in order to 
come together and end sexual 
harassment at school.


