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New Engineering 
Academy Heads 

To Take Over Next 
Year

Mock Trial Team Makes Historic Win

From the ice rink to the basket-
ball court, Oakland Tech’s soccer, 
basketball, hockey, and wrestling 
teams all had excellent seasons 
this year. Girl’s Varsity Soccer won 
the OAL, and both Girls and Boys 
Basketball and Tech Hockey made 
it to the playoffs. Tech also had 
one wrestler, Thomas Gray, who 
competed in the CIF champion-
ships. 

The girls soccer team won the 
Oakland Athletic League (OAL), 
beating Skyline in a resounding 
7-0 victory to clinch the title. Cap-
tain Sofia de Melo said “we played 
really good soccer, it was clean, 
and Skyline is our best competi-
tion in the OAL so it was a good 
game.” The Tech girls did more 
than win the OAL, they swept 
it, never losing a game and only 
getting scored on twice. 

De Melo said much of the compe-
tition for the team actually comes 
in the pre-season, when Tech fac-
es off against teams like Piedmont 
and Bishop O'Dowd. 

Boys Varsity soccer also had 
a great season. Senior Francis-
co Diaz said, “our season was 
successful, we started slow and 
then picked up the pace and we 
made it to the finals where we lost 

Tech Athletics Shine in Winter 
Sport Victories

By Sonia Aronson

Along with other sports teams at Tech, the ice hockey team enjoyed a strong winter season.

(Winter Sports continues on Page 8)

Last month, Oakland 
Tech’s Mock Trial team 
made school history 
when they made it to the 
county semifinals. After 
weeks of tough prepa-
ration and competition, 
the team was finally 
edged into a close third 
place by American High 
School. 

Mock Trial compe-
titions are filled with 
complex rules, tough 
judges and strict attorney 
scorers. Teams of lawyers 
from different schools, 
either prosecution or 
defense, go head to head 
with their opposition in 
front of a real trial judge. 
The counsel of lawyers 
also presents witnesses 
to support its case, which 
are later cross-examined 
by the other team. Wit-
nesses must learn their 
character thoroughly, so 

they can re-
spond to tricky 
questions from 
lawyers. Johanna 
Castro-Kearney, 
leading expert 
witness men-
tioned her role 
was “really fun” 
because she got 
to adopt a “com-
pletely different 
persona”, but that 
“being up on the 
stand is totally 
nerve-wracking”. 
The program 
puts students in 
an pseudo crimi-
nal trial situation, re-
quiring a combination of 
acting and quick-think-
ing. 

Tech fielded a strong 
team, though it was 
smaller than usual. Many 
students impressively 
doubled up on roles, giv-

ing the group a bit of an 
underdog standing that 
paid off. 

“It was really chal-
lenging learning both 
sides of the case” said 
pre-trial lawyer Henry 
Larkin, “but in the end it 
made my rebuttal stron-
ger”. Larkin won several 

awards of recognition 
over the course of the 
competition. Mr Paster-
nak, the famous senior 
government teacher, 
sponsors the club. He has 
organized the team for 
over a decade, finding 
scholarships to pay the 
overhead costs of com-

petition, and bringing in 
talented attorneys from 
the Tech community to 
help prepare and coach 
students. 

The Mock Trial season 
has concluded for 2017, 
but Mr Pasternak will be 
ready in the fall to accept 
any newcomers! 

Oakland Tech’s Mock Trial team reached the county semifinals for the first time.

Rosemary Grout/ScribeBy: Rosemary Grout

After 31 years as the 
leader and figurehead of 
all things engineering 
at Tech, the Academy’s 
director, Parker Merrill, 
is retiring. However, 
with Ms. Love and Mr. 
Lee taking the reins next 
year, future students can 
expect the academy to 
continue largely as it has 
since its creation.

Ms. Love, a gradu-
ate of the Engineering 
Academy and of Cal 
Poly, will be teaching 
Engineering Principles 
to the academy’s sopho-
mores as well as teach-
ing Architecture 1 and 
2 and 3D modeling. Mr. 
Lee, an MIT graduate 
who studied physics and 
math, will take over De-
scriptive Geometry and 
HP Physics, the acade-
my’s 11th grade classes. 

“Since there’s two 

of us we’re hoping that 
students can take more 
classes in the academy,” 
Ms. Love says, adding 
that she plans to ex-
pand the Architecture 
2 curriculum to make 
room for more students. 
The size of the academy 
will stay the same, but 
students will potentially 
be able to take more 
classes over the course 
of their three years in 
the academy. 

The two new teachers 
have been working to-
gether over the course of 
the school year with Mr. 
Lee taking on the added 
challenge of learning 
the Engineering Prin-
ciples and Descriptive 
Geometry curriculums. 
He says he has done this 
by “going through the 
textbook kind of like 
the students would and 

Meta Austin /Scribe

By Meta Austin
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Dates to 
Remember

Mar. 31 - Cesar Chavez Day 
[no school]

Apr. 1-Apr. 9 - Spring Break

Apr. 15 -7:00 p.m. Junior Prom

Apr. 21 - Last Day to Order Year-
books

Apr. 21- End of Marking Period

Apr. 29- Ride for a Reason Biking 
Fundraiser

For more events and dates, visit 
oaklandtech.com/staff/calendar

News
Dedicated Music Students Perform at Fundraiser

 
 Sports 
Calendar

Apr. 1 - 11:00 p.m.Var Base-
ball @ Alameda

Apr. 8- 12:00 p.m. Var Track 
@ Arcadia Invitational

Apr. 12- 6:00 p.m. Var Girls 
Lacrosse v. KIPP King

Apr. 14 - 12:00 p.m. Var 
Baseball v. KIPP King

Apr. 22 - 9:00 a.m. Var 
Track @ Bay Area Frosh/Soph 

Champs

*more events listed on online 
calendar*

For more information 
visit oaklandtech.com/staff/

athletics-calendar

FROM THE WEB 

Last month, we asked
readers in an online poll: 

Should all Tech students be en-
rolled in an academy? 

9% said: Yes, all students should 
be in an academy

82% said: No, students should 
have the choice to opt out

9% said: Unsure/Undecided

Visit
oaklandtechscribe.com

now to vote in our latest poll

Tech Students Invited to Hamilton
Performance

On March 7th, 55 students 
embarked on a three day 
excursion planned by Sharon 
Chong and led by Coach Car-
los Bover. Before traveling to  
the snow covered mountains 
of California’s famous Sierra 
Nevada, students were asked to 
arrive at 4:00 am with suitcas-
es packed and ski gear ready. 
Students began their ski ad-
ventures three and a half hours 
later at Sugar Bowl Resort with 
a quick warm up, and a couple 
laps around the parking lot. 
They then proceeded to the 
ski rental shops, where they 
were fitted with skis, boots, 
and poles or snowboards and 
boots. All students were then 
divided into lesson groups 
depending on skill, where they 
were taught basic techniques 
on how to ski or snowboard. 

The Tech ski trip is a place 
for everyone; whether they are 
an expert or first time skier/
snowboarder. 

Tenth grader Elza Black 
said “I really liked the lessons 
because I feel like it helped 
me improve, and I ended up 
talking to people I don’t nor-
mally talk to.”

Not only is the ski trip great 
for hitting the slopes, but it 
also gives kids a chance to 
bond with others and make 
new friends. Students become 

closer to other classmates, es-
pecially those who have similar 
skiing or snowboarding abili-
ties, as everyone is required to 
participate in morning lessons.

After a long day of shred-
ding on the slopes, students 
return to the Clair Tappaan 
lodge where they help out with 
meals, wash dishes, clean up, 
shovel snow, and split fire-
wood. After dinner, they are 
given a couple hours of free 
time where they can meet new 

people, do homework, or play 
games.

A common concern that 
many parents and staff have 
with the ski trip is that it 
lacks educational value and 
is essentially just a vacation 
for students. However, Coach 
Bover points out that skiing 
and snowboarding require im-
mense physical endurance, and 
that students are usually very 
tired after a full day of exercise. 
The main purpose of the trip is 

to emphasize physical educa-
tion and to prove that it is just 
as important as other academic 
offerings. 

Tenth grader, Emerson 
Shields, described the three 
days as “a unique high school 
experience,” so don’t miss out 
on your chance to shred the 
slopes, play in the snow, and 
most importantly make some 
awesome memories on next 
years’ ski trip!

By Jordan Klein 
and Gabby Sands 

By Claire Daly

Students Journey to Slopes For Ski Trip

This year, Tech students flocked to the popular three day Ski Trip.

Rosemary Grout/Scribe

On March 22nd, 190 
Oakland Tech students 
had the opportunity 
go to a special matinee 
performance of Ham-
ilton at San Francisco’s 
Orpheum Theatre. The 
tickets were available to 
schools as part of the 
Hamilton Education 
Program, or #EduHam, 
a partnership between 
the Gilder Lehrman 
Institute for American 
History and The Rocke-
feller Foundation. 
Following successful 
programs in New York 
City and Chicago, Bay 
Area schools who met 
Title I requirements 
were able to express 
interest in the Hamil-
ton Education Program 
and implement the cur-
riculum for U.S. Histo-

ry students. Thanks to 
the efforts of teachers 
Ms. Woo, Ms. Dallas, 
and Ms. Travick, Oak-
land Tech was one of 
the schools selected.

Juniors in the pro-
gram went through 
the creative process 
of Hamilton creator 

Lin-Manuel Miranda, 
by using the history 
of the formation of 
the United States to 
inspire an original 
performance piece. All 
students who complet-
ed the written perfor-
mance piece received 
a ticket for Hamilton, 

and students also had 
the opportunity to 
audition their pieces 
for a chance to perform 
them at the Orpheum 
Theatre the day of the 
field trip.

There were 13 
student performances 
selected out of those 

submitted by the 18 
schools present, and 
Oakland Tech was 
represented with a 
poetry performance 
by Shanya Mason and 
Cali Chew. Following 
the student perfor-
mances, Hamilton cast 
members answered 

Oakland Tech was selected out of eighteen schools to perform a student-written poem on stage.

Claire Daly/Scribe

(Hamilton Play continues on pg 8)
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News

Teachers Join In Solidarity With 
“Day Without Women”

Dedicated Music Students Perform at Fundraiser
The Oakland Tech mu-

sic department organized 
an annual music fundraiser/
showcase/dance of March 17th 
to raise funds for new instru-
ments, for new music items, 
and to use for future perfor-
mances. This is where the mu-
sic department gets funded by 
parents, and others attending 
the music performance. The 
fundraiser showcases many 
different musical styles ,such 
as jazz, funk, R&B, and Latin. 
It featured music for dancing 
from the Orchestra, Jazz Band, 

and the Oakland East Side All 
Star Ensemble. Tickets were 
$25 and was available from 
music department students. 

Lead Music Department 
teacher Ted Allen was the one 
in charge of the music fund-

raiser. The music students 
performed songs that were 
selected by Mr. Allen, prac-
ticed everyday to do their best 
and committed to the music to 
help the fundraiser succeed.

Sophomore Nathan Naka-
degawa-Lee says, “I am a firm 
believer that practicing the 
fundamentals of your instru-
ment at home is necessary to 
get to the level of playing that 
you feel comfortable perform-
ing. I try to practice every day 
… but I only practice the mu-
sic we are performing the week 
of the concert. ” For the music 

students, it isn’t just a mat-
ter of practicing, but having 
the passion for music, liking 
the music program, staying 
committed to it, practicing 
everyday, and participating in 
concerts.  

Freshman Daniel Marti-
nez says "I enjoy the music 
program as it’s fun and I learn 
something new every day,” 
adding that “I love to represent 
Tech’s music department. My 
career in the future could be in 
music … and I would love to 
keep playing.” 

On March 8th, women and 
men over the nation came 
together in support of the Day 
Without Women. The overall 
mission of the Day Without 
Women was to advocate for 
equality and justice towards 
women through a one-day 
demonstration of economic 
solidarity. Many participants 
in the protest skipped work 
and avoided shopping for the 
day. For those who were unable 
to do this, others simply wore 
red to show solidarity for the 
movement. 

Although this movement 
was smaller than the Women's 
March that took place direct-
ly after the Inauguration, the 
effects of this march could be 
seen throughout our commu-
nity and our school. To dig a 
little deeper into how Oakland 
Tech participated in this pro-
test, I interviewed two teachers 
to see exactly how they par-
ticipated in this demonstra-
tion. Both of them decided 

to engage through 
solidarity and wore 
red in support for the 
cause. 

Deirdre Snyder, a 
Spanish teacher here 
at Tech responded 
by saying that she 
believed that this 
movement was im-
portant because “ if 
women say that we 
are not going to take 
it anymore then ev-
erything falls apart. 
Women play such a 
big part in the world 
we live in today and 
this is why it is import-
ant that we stand united.”

From a student point of 
view it seemed like only a 
handful of teachers participat-
ed, so to get another perspec-
tive I spoke Deborah Green, an 
art teacher at Oakland Tech. 
She responded by saying that 
“the most shocking thing to see 
was at the staff meeting to see 

so many people wearing red in 
support. Men included! Move-
ments like this are so import-
ant because when women stick 
together and become educated 
then the whole world moves 
forward”. 

Last but not least, I asked 
then if there was any way 
in the future that we should 

improve the the way we handle 
social movements within our 
school. Snyder responded sug-
gesting that we should “spread 
awareness in the classroom 
more." Green added that she 
“would like to use it as an op-
portunity to use movements...
to take a day to teach students 
about it”. 

Overall, social movements 
such as the Day Without 
Women are important not just 
to what is going on now, but to 
help shape the world we would 
want to live in decades from 
now. If we don't take a stand 
now, when will we? So get 
involved, because this is your 
future too.

By Harry Zhu

By Sekayi Bardell

After the Women’s March, the Bay Area came together once again to support the Day Without Women.

For the past 8 years, the 
annual Ride for a Reason 
bicycling fundraiser has been 
raising money for public 
schools throughout the Oak-
land Unified School District. 
On April 29th, 2017, cyclists 
from all around the Bay Area 
will ride to Sacramento to raise 
money for Oakland Public 
Schools. 

Paul Vetter, an Oakland 
Tech parent and Ride 4 a Rea-
son organizer, proudly states 
that in the past 9 years, “we 
have raised nearly $600,000 
that we’ve donated to several 
schools.” The money raised 
will help support school pro-

grams and pay for supplies. 
Emerson Elementary 

School, located just past 
Oakland Tech on 45th Street, 
uses its Ride For a Reason 
donations to support arts and 
music programs. At Emerson 
Elementary School, 83% of 
students are socioeconomically 
disadvantaged, meaning that 
it is likely for many students to 
miss out on taking art or music 
classes outside of school. 

Ride For a Reason has 
helped fund art classes at 
Studio One, allowing stu-
dents to learn a variety of arts 
and crafts such as ceramics, 
sculpting, painting, and even 

photography. Ride For a 
Reason donations have helped 
Oakland Tech as well. Past 
donations to Tech have funded 
the Mini and Maxi program, 
which pays for field trips, 
replacement computers and 
provides extra support for the 
Special Education program. 
Ride for a Reason donations 
play a huge role in Mini and 
Maxi grants as it is their main 
source of aid. Using some of 
the donations, students in the 
Special Education program 
have been able to learn how 
to knit, and the money has 
helped pay for yarn and other 
knitting materials. Students 

made baby hats for the Chil-
dren’s Hospital to keep babies 
warm after birth.

At the ride there are four 
different routes available for 
riders, each with different 
distances. Starting points vary 
depending on the route, but 
all routes finish at the steps of 
the Capitol in Sacramento. The 
shortest route (45 miles) starts 
in the city of Vacaville, slight-
ly north of Fairfield. Riders 
head North for approximately 
8 miles before merging West 
towards Davis. From Davis, 
riders follow Interstate 80 into 
Sacramento to the 
finish line. The next 

route is the newly added 68 
mile route, starting in Fair-
field. Riders of this route loop 
around the city of Fairfield 
and head North to connect 
with the 45 mile route and 
continue on it for the rest of 
the ride. The third route has a 
distance of 109 miles. Starting 
at the steps of Oakland Tech-
nical High School, participants 
ride up through Berkeley up 
to Tilden Park. Veering west 
of the San Pablo Reservoir, 
riders pass Briones Regional 
Park (East of Concord/Walnut 
Creek) and continue North 

Scott Gottesman/Scribe

Natalie Barr/Scribe

(Ride for a Reason continues on pg 5)

Ride for A Reason Fundraiser Fuels Local Schools
By Carson Lang
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Broken Neighborhood Water Main Prompts Action
News

With the striking increase 
of rain this past winter, Cali-
fornians have begun to ques-
tion if the drought that has 
persisted over the past few 
years will finally be over. In 
January 2014, California Gov-
ernor Jerry Brown declared 
a Drought State of Emer-
gency. Since then, California 
has faced a steady increase 
in temperature and wildfires 
while experiencing a lack of 
rain and snowfall. Water levels 
in reservoirs dropped signifi-
cantly and snowpack in the 
Sierras reached a dangerously 
low level. 

However, California has re-
cently seen a dramatic change 
in weather patterns and precip-
itation levels. The rainy season 
of 2016 eased dry conditions 
and filled numerous reservoirs 
past historical averages. As 
of May, the California snow-

pack has exceeded past 
averages at about 180% of 

normal. This sudden change 
has brought hope to many 
California residents that the 
drought may be coming to an 
end. Because of the enormous 
progress that has been made, 
many are unsure of the current 
status of the drought. Chris 
Woodland, a junior at Tech, 
says “with the amount of rain 
we’ve been getting, I do think 
that the drought is over.” While 
many agree with Woodland’s 
opinion, some argue that 
California still has a ways to go 
before it completely recovers. 
Freshman Jalen Chang argues 
that “even though California 
has been getting more rain and 
snow, problems concerning 
groundwater conditions and 
seawater intrusion still persist.” 
The recent precipitation has 
officially brought the drought 

from “extreme” to “exception-
al”, leaving room for further 
progress. The State Water 
Board continues to enforce 

strict water conservation reg-
ulations and encourage Cal-
ifornia citizens to partake in 
conservation methods. Hope-

fully, conditions will continue 
to improve and California will 
be able to finally escape the 
drought.

Is The California Drought Over?
By Tiana Chang and Lia Inadomi

Recent heavy rains have left Tech students wondering if the drought is still in effect.

Only a few weeks ago, a 
water pipe burst not far from 
Oakland Tech. Uncertainty 
spread through the school after 
an announcement was made 
by Ms. Morrison in the mid-
dle of second period. Many 
believed the water had been 
turned off. There were also 
several rumors going around 
that the water had been con-
taminated. Although there 
were no serious or ongoing 
consequences, the break raised 
many questions in the Tech 
community. 

This is not the first time old 
EBMUD pipes have popped 
open in the last few months. 
This October, a water main 
broke in Oakland’s Dimond 
District. A 16-inch cast iron 

pipe over 80 years old burst 
under Montana Street, flood-
ing the area. This in turn lead 
to a huge sinkhole on the 
street, causing the closure of 
a highway 580 West on-ramp. 
Some residents in the area 
claimed the water reached 3 
feet high at one point, and was 
steadily creeping up steps and 
towards houses. 

EBMUD has claimed to be 
replacing 10 miles per year 
of cast iron pipes such as the 
one on Montana Street, but 
this still leaves thousands of 
pipes unattended. Although 
residents voiced their discon-
tent with EBMUD’s strategy 
of patching holes instead of 
replacing the entire piping sys-
tem, EBMUD elected to once 

again patch the break. 
Another large water pipe 

burst about two months later, 
on December 18th, causing a 
massive shortage of water. This 
break occurred on Mountain 
Boulevard, just east of Snake 
Road. This 50 year old pipe 
had a foot long break, leaving 
42 customers without water. 
Residential parking lots and 
some apartment buildings 
were slightly flooded, but 
EBMUD spokesperson Alison 
Kastama claimed there was no 
visible damage to the structur-
al integrity of these buildings. 
This burst pipe also caused 
two lanes of traffic to close on 
Mountain Boulevard, leaving 
only one open under the direc-
tion of the police. 

All these breakages beg the 
question, why are all these 
Oakland pipes breaking, and 
what can be done to prevent it? 
Oakland, being a well estab-
lished city, had plumbing in-
stalled a century ago. Although 
there has been some large scale 
replacement of pipes since 
then, the majority of pipes 
sending water through Oak-
land are over 70 years old and 
in desperate need of repair. 

According to Xavier Irias, 
the Director of Engineering 
and Construction at EBMUD, 
the most troublesome pipes are 
cast iron, and were installed 
in the 1800s. These corroded 
pipes account for half the leak-
ages today. However, the newer 
pipes also have their issues. In 

the 1950s, EBMUD switched 
to asbestos cement to make 
their pipes. These cement 
pipes don’t seem to last nearly 
as long as those made of cast 
iron, and are expected to cause 
more and more leakages in the 
future. 

To combat these faulty 
pipes, EBMUD has employed a 
team of six investigators to use 
sound sensitive technology to 
locate ruptured pipes under-
ground. This new technology 
can help them locate smaller 
leaks before they become large 
scale like those at Montana 
Street and Mountain Boule-
vard. They also hope to con-
tinue to replace older pipes to 
prevent problems in the future. 

By Fiona Osborn and Mia Martin

Natalie Barr/Scribe

For the second year in a 
row OUSD provided a free 
SAT to all 11th graders. This 
has provided the unique 
opportunity for all students, 
even some who may not have 
consider taking the SAT, to 
take the test for free. The 
SAT is typically administered 
once a month on a Saturday 
and many students may find 
it difficult to pay the fee, to 
access the test centers, or to 
even make time for it. Giv-
en that the SAT is a gateway 
to many universities and a 
major standard required for 

many college applications, it 
is important that all students 
have access to it. 

This year the test was held 
on Wednesday, March 1st. 
The application process took 
place at school with help from 
administration. While this 
process went smoothly, there 
were also some complica-
tions. Many students voiced 
their concern that there was 
a lack of announcements and 
that they were uninformed 
about where they would be 
taking the test. Junior Ben 
Chimbal recalls, “I didn’t 
know which classroom I 
would be taking the test in 

until the morning of and the 
whole day felt a little disor-
ganized.” Yet even with the 
confusion many students 
were happy with the oppor-
tunity. As Chimbal says, “All 
in all the test went well and I 
am glad I had the chance to 
take it.”

Students who opted not 
to take the SAT were also not 
notified about how their day 
would be affected. As junior 
Ben Young says, “no one 
told me that I had to go to 
school so I stayed home that 
day.” Yet while the schedule 
was distorted for the juniors, 
the seniors and sophomores 

resumed class on a normal 
Wednesday schedule. For fu-
ture test days many hope that 
there will be more announce-
ments about the test day and 
that the schedule will be more 
clear. 

At Tech, students were 
provided with plenty of 
resources to prepare for 
the SAT. Free SAT tutoring 
sessions were held by the 
People’s Test Preparation 
Service (PTPS) after school 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 3:30 to 5:30. This pro-
gram provided weekly test 
prep and resources for juniors 
and is still available for those 

planning to take the SAT later 
in the year. For students not 
able to attend the class, there 
were other options available. 
Khan Academy offers free 
SAT prep with extensive prac-
tice materials on the test. The 
program caters to individual 
weaknesses to personalize 
the test prep. There were also 
practice books that could 
be found in the College and 
Career Center.

“Ultimately, I did find it 
helpful,” says senior Sonia Ar-
onson, who took the SAT for 
free as a junior. “It was free, 
and you can’t pass up on that.”

Juniors Participate in Free SAT Testing
By Renzo Tanaka-Wong

(Ride for a Reason continued from Page 3)
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As we inch closer and closer 
to our last weeks of the school 
year, we also enter a period 
of reflection. What have we 
learned this year? How have we 
changed and grown as individu-
als? Teachers are no exception - 
especially new teachers finishing 
their first year as an educator. 
Maintaining positivity through 
hardship isn’t something that 
only students struggle with; it’s 
a challenge that teachers face as 
well.

California Studies teacher 
Rho Chazin-Seidelman says that 
her first year teaching has been 
“a huge learning experience,” 
adding, “I think it’s the quickest 
I’ve had to absorb new knowl-
edge ever in my life.” 

“I think the most import-
ant new thing I’ve learned is 
to maintain confidence and to 
maintain a vision for what I 
want to do, and not get caught 
up in the minute details,” Chaz-
in-Seidelman remarked. “I’ve 
just realized that it’s really im-
portant to communicate a vision 
to the students, so that we’re all 
on the same page about why 
we’re doing what we’re doing… 
Learning should be fun, and in 
order for it to be fun, I need to 
be having fun too.” 

Chazin-Seidelman observes, 
“I didn’t anticipate how much 
I would get to collaborate with 
my colleagues. I feel really lucky 
to be on the 9th grade Human-
ities team, because we meet very 
often, and it’s extremely helpful 

and rewarding to work with my 
colleagues to plan curriculum 
together and reflect on what 
we’re doing.”

Former para-educator and 
new Biology teacher Sierra 
Donaldson hasn’t been teaching 
for as long as most of our new 
teachers. She had to start half-
way through the year to replace 
a teacher that left. She says her 
first year of teaching so far has 
been “very new, very stressful, 
but also really exciting.” Don-
aldson went on to say, “I feel 
like I’m learning something new 
every day, and I feel like I’m 
getting better every day.”

Donaldson also says that 
she “didn’t anticipate that just 
talking to people all day long 
is just so energy-consuming. 

I thought I would have more 
energy to just do my work, but 
because it’s so new and be-
cause it’s so much social energy, 
it’s way more draining than I 
thought.” However, she says, “It’s 
also really, really rewarding and 
I love it more than anything else 
I’ve ever done. That’s what keeps 
me going, and I definitely want 
to be here next year.”

She concludes, “I really enjoy 
the students a lot. They always 
make me laugh. They have really 
interesting questions, and they 
have points of view that I didn’t 
think of before, and so they 
bring so much to their educa-
tion that they don’t even know. 
They further every lesson more 
than they think that they do, 
and that’s really powerful. I wish 

that students would see that and 
recognize that.”

Similarly to Chazin-Seidel-
man, Donaldson says that the 
most important thing she has 
learned is “not to be too de-
tail-oriented and get caught up 
on maybe one thing that the stu-
dents didn’t understand, or one 
thing that I could have done bet-
ter. To try and look at the whole 
process, and my whole journey 
and the student’s whole journey. 
I feel like more and more of the 
students are loving science, and 
more and more of the time, I’m 
getting the lessons across to 
them. That’s what’s important, 
not one day that went bad or 
one lesson that didn’t go how I 
wanted it to.” 

They may not have pink hats 
to wear, Shepard Fairey posters 
to carry, or a catchy slogan to 
chant, but their lab coats are 
as good a protesting outfit as 
any. In an effort to make their 
voices heard, scientists across 
America are organizing a 
march on Washington on April 
22nd in tandem with satel-
lite marches throughout the 
nation. Just as the Day With-
out Women demonstration 
coincided with International 
Women’s Day, the March for 
Science falls on Earth Day to 
defend scientific consensus on 
human-caused climate change.

The scientific community 
faces significant threats under 
the Trump administration. 
Earlier this March, the ad-
ministration’s budget proposal 
raised alarm across party lines 
by including a $5.8 billion 
cut to the National Institutes 
of Health. The NIH allocates 
around 80% of its own budget 
towards biomedical research 

across the country and around 
the world.

Flora Ting, a lab technician 
at Children’s Hospital Oakland 
Research Institute, says po-
tential cuts to the NIH budget 
are “such a big deal because 
that’s how we get most of our 
funding. That’s how you slow 
down research. That’s how you 
slow down any advancements 
that we’ve already made.” Ting 
adds, “If we’re competing with 
groups in China, for example, 
their government is supporting 
them so strongly with funds.” 

Science teachers at Oakland 
Tech are just as concerned by 
the budget proposal.

“Any of the cuts that are on 
the table right now, whether 
it be for scientific research, 
the arts, all of those are such a 
small percentage of the overall 
budget,” says former AP Biolo-
gy and Chemistry teacher Vicki 
Wilson. “Why are you looking 
to curtail something that could 
advance us?”

The Trump administra-
tion’s actions are just another 
manifestation of the partisan 
distrust towards science, adds 
CHORI research assistant 
Brandon Feilan. “Research 
projects sometimes take years 
and years and years to come to 
any sort of use in their minds...
They want to have more over-
sight over what they see as 
useless research.”

Take Scott Pruitt for ex-
ample, the newly appointed 
head of the Environmental 
Protection Agency who recent-
ly dismissed the link between 
human activity and climate 
change altogether. In reality, 
climate data collected since the 
mid-1970s have continued to 
underscore the human impact 
on climate change. According 
to the NASA website, peer-re-
viewed studies have consistent-
ly found a 97% consensus for 
anthropogenic climate change 
among published climate scien-
tists.

With such a disconnect 
between policy and fact, many 
protesters feel that it is time to 
take action.

“A lot of people, especial-
ly kids, don’t realize that our 
planet is in huge trouble,” 
remarks Sonia Aronson, Tech’s 
Green Club President. “It’s 
most pressing for us, as young 
people, to do something about 
it because ultimately we are the 
ones who are going to have to 
deal with these problems.”

For many scientists and cit-
izen advocates for science, the 
March for Science represents a 
critical opportunity to stand up 
for empirical facts. However, 
some scientists are concerned 
that taking an activist stance 
would endanger the objectivity 
of the field. Some fear that the 
march would feed conservative 
claims that scientists politi-
cize their own data to push a 
specific agenda, as with climate 
change.

“I know scientists that are 

both Republicans and Dem-
ocrats,” counters Sadie Skiles, 
the co-head of the BioTech 
Academy at Oakland Tech. 
“My hope would be that it 
wouldn’t be along political 
lines whether you march or 
not. It’s just to say we all sup-
port evidence as a way to make 
decisions.”

The March for Science plans 
to do just that in Washington, 
hosting speakers and “teach-
in” tents to allow the public to 
hear scientists present their 
findings.

And once the marches 
end and the picket signs are 
set aside, how can ordinary 
Americans continue to support 
scientific facts?

“As as an individual that’s 
not a scientist or someone who 
writes grants, the best thing 
that you could do is ask ques-
tions and remain skeptical,” 
Skiles says. “Figure out what 
the evidence is before you 
make decisions.” 

By Samuel Getachew

By Joseph Harmon

Natalie Barr/Scribe

New Teachers Reflect on First Year at Tech

to cross the Benicia-Martinez 
Bridge. After reaching this 
checkpoint, the route follows 
Interstate 880 up to Fairfield. 
Riders then connect with the 
45 mile route in Vacaville and 
follow it to the finish line in 
Sacramento. And finally, Ride 4 
a Reason’s newly added “super 
century” route spans to 120 
miles. This route is almost 
identical to that of the 109 mile 
route, excluding an 11 mile de-
tour loop nearing the Fairfield 
area. All courses have rest stops 
every 15 to 25 miles, where 
food and water are available.

Event organizer Paul Vetter 
explains that “there’s some-

thing about 
pushing 
your body 
hard that 
has pro-
found 
effects on 
your think-
ing and 
engage-
ment with 
the world. 
People who 
ride or 
volunteer 
often tell us 
how much fun it is. We love it.”

Registration fees vary de-
pending on the rider. OUSD 

students, teachers, and staff pay 
only $30. For the general pub-
lic, the admission fee is $90. 
For the general public riders 

who do not wish to fundraise, 
the price is $350. Please note 
that all prices raise as the event 
nears. However, Ride For a 

Reason encourages 
people to sponsor 
riders. Sponsorships, 
a minimum of $250, 
are the main source 
of money going to-
wards Oakland Pub-
lic Schools. Donors 
choose which OUSD 
school they would 
like to support. 

Sign up for Ride 
4 a Reason at www.
rideforareason.com 
and click register now. 
We encourage you to 

come out and help raise money 
for your school!

Local Scientific Community Rallies For March For Science

(Ride for a Reason continued from Page 3) Natalie Barr/Scribe
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This year’s Academy 
Awards shocked watchers 
when announcers Faye Dun-
away and Warren Beatty, 
better known as the duo 
of Bonnie and Clyde, were 
given the wrong card for the 
winner of Best Picture. After 
some shuffling, the error was 
discovered and corrected. 
Shocked and elated, the cast 
and crew of the actual winner, 
Moonlight, celebrated as they 
rose to claim their award. A 
coming of age story about a 
young black man struggling 
through poverty, his moth-
er’s drug abuse, and his own 
sexual identity, Moonlight has 
received ringing praise for its 
unorthodox themes and evoc-
ative cinematography. Among 
the joyous faces crowding the 
stage when Moonlight finally 
took their place was that of a 
Bay Area native, Mahershala 
Ali. 

Born in Oakland and 
raised in Hayward, Ali at-
tended St. Mary’s College in 
Moraga before pursuing a 
master’s degree in acting from 
NYU. Ali, a member of the 
Ahmadiyyi sect of Islam, was 
the first Muslim actor ever to 
win an Oscar: Best Support-
ing Actor for his role of Juan 

in Moonlight. 
Before Moonlight, Ali was 

already famous from films like 
The Curious Case of Benjamin 
Button and TV shows like 
Netflix’s House of Cards. Back 
in the Bay Area, he’s gotten 
lots of love from local groups.

 Last spring, he delivered 
the graduation commence-
ment at his Moraga alma 
mater along with California’s 
Education Superintendent, 
Tom Torlakson. St. Mary’s has 
claimed Mahershala Ali as a 
representative of the “trans-
formative education” that they 
offer. 

In a different sort of open-
ing, he was invited to throw 
out the first pitch for his 
hometown team, the Oakland 
A’s, last August. Later on, he 
and the team enjoyed a special 
screening of Moonlight. These 
relationships  represents part 
of a growing thread of local 
support for our Islamic com-
munity. 

On the topic of Islamopho-
bia in Oakland, Maryam Ko-
rin says that “after Trump was 
elected...more people began to 
realize that there are prob-
lems” to be addressed around 
unfair treatment of Muslims. 
Korin, along with Ismael 
Ahmed, are part of Oakland 
Tech’s Muslim Student Union. 

Ahmed also believes that 
recently “more people are 
reaching out to Muslims” 
and “realizing that ev-
eryone is human and we 
all deserve to be treated 
equally.” 

Amidst a political cli-
mate tense with xenopho-
bia, several Oscar winners 
from predominantly 
Islamic countries weren’t 
present to accept their own 
awards this year. Iranian 
director Asghar Farhadi 
boycotted the Academy 
Awards in protest of Pres-
ident Trump’s anti-Islamic 
policy and urged humanity 
and unity in his acceptance 
speech. Syrian cinematog-
rapher Khaled Khateeb 
was not permitted into the 
country due to the Trump 
administration’s travel ban 
on several Islamic-coun-
tries. 

Although these men’s 
absences were due directly 
to a small group of peo-
ple, Islamophobic attitudes 
are sadly prevalent across the 
country. Nationwide media 
attention on Islamic celebri-
ties like Ali helps break down 
the stereotypes that Muslims 
in our country suffer. 

According to Korin, when 
“people see that a Muslim is 

famous for stuff like that, they 
see that he’s not a terrorist … 
and it makes them think more 
about all of those judgments.” 
Agreeing with her statement, 
Ahmed added that positive 
media portrayal of an Islamic 
American “takes off all of the 
stereotypes and the general-

izations.” 
Ali is a counter to the 

unfair criticism of Islamic 
people in our country by way 
of example. Against America’s 
stereotypes, Ali is an educat-
ed, black Muslim man enjoy-
ing tremendous success and 
still rising.

Features

Nathrawit Balkam/Scribe
By Karsen Paul

Freshmen Face Anxiety of Choosing Academies
Every February, the ninth 

graders of Oakland Tech learn 
about the academies and 
pathways that are offered at 
the school. For most, perhaps 
all, this is not the first time 
they hear about these small-
er learning environments. 
Many students chose to come 
to Tech over another school 
because of a specific academy 
that they had their eyes on.

 The ninth grade is briefly 
introduced to these acade-
mies, and then based off of 
the little information they re-
ceive from the school over the 
course of two weeks, asked to 
choose which academy they 
will be a part of for the rest of 
their high school experience. 
The application is short and 
simple, yet poses a tough and 
stressful question for many 
students. What do you want 
to do with your life? Many 
ninth graders are not sure 
about what they want to do, 

and it gets even more compli-
cated after this. 

A week after the academy 
application deadline, there is 
an assembly for ninth graders 
where they are told that they 
will also be picking the other 
classes that they will be tak-
ing, and it is emphasized that 
they should not overload on 
the amount of difficult classes 
that they will be taking. Ms. 
Delgado and  Mr. Price both 
underscore the importance 
of not becoming too stressed 
out, and overloading yourself 
with homework. However, 
according to many freshmen, 
the order and process of 
choosing academies is exactly 
that: stressful.

Students said they were not 
sure how to pick the class-
es they will take because of 
the order they are asked to 
choose. Paideia is the third 
thing they choose whether or 
whether not they would like 
to apply for. However, this 
is the first year that certain 

academies will not allow their 
students to engage in both 
their programs and Paideia. 
Health Academy has decided 
to not let their students do 
Paideia for the first time. And 
students in the new academy, 
Race, Policy, and Law, you are 
also not able to do Paideia.

Race, Policy and Law is a 
new academy that was created 
based on the ideas of several 
years of upperclassmen. Many 
people wanted to see another 
academy that was human-
ities based, but different from 
Paideia. Race Policy and Law 
has a developing curriculum 
that will be designed in part 
by the students in the acad-
emy. The ninth graders now 
will be going to meetings with 
the teachers for the academy 
to talk about what they want 
to see in the upcoming acad-
emy. The tenth grade class is 
called Law and Society.

Now, because students 
have several factors to think 
about when they choose 

their classes, academies, and 
Paideia, the process of apply-
ing is extraordinarily over-
whelming. 

Arianna Moussavi, a ninth 
grader, says, “It’s very difficult 
to know how to make your 
decisions, because you aren’t 
sure what you will or will not 
get into.” Many students are 
worried about choosing too 
many hard classes, and over-
whelming themselves, while 
still wanting to be challenged 
and wondering if they will 
not have enough to do if they 
didn’t get in to Paideia. 

This year, Paideia was not 
introduced to the ninth grade 
at all. The freshmen were 
given an interest form to fill 
out, yet many people had no 
idea what the program even 
was. There were no presen-
tations from Paideia, and the 
only information on the form 
was that “Paideia is a rigorous 
English and History block,” 
which most people in the 
program would protest that it 

is much more than that. 
“The process is stressful, 

because you don’t know how 
to choose what to do,” says 
Josie Chen, ninth grade stu-
dent government Secretary, 
and that seemed to be the 
number one feeling of most 
freshmen, mainly because 
of the order that the options 
for next year were brought to 
them. 

Choosing academies, 
pathways, and other classes 
can be challenging for a lot 
of students, but this could 
be remedied by the order in 
which the options are pre-
sented to the ninth graders. 
Another way to bring down 
stress levels would be to 
present more information to 
the the freshman so that they 
can make a more informed 
decision. Many ninth graders 
say they would like to see the 
timing of the decision making 
process altered to grant more 
information and more time 
before settling on an academy.

Oscar Winner Mahershala Ali Provides 
Positive Muslim Media Image 

By Maya Ades
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Features
Movie Review: Logan

Logan is a superhero film 
about the character Wolverine 
set in the X-Men film universe, 
and it resonates more as an 
action-drama than a superhero 
film. It leaves behind common 
tropes of superhero films in fa-
vor of delving into the intensity 
of its themes of despair, and 
pain, but ultimately hope. This 
strongly emotional and char-
acter-driven film is reportedly 
Hugh Jackman’s final portrayal 
of the Wolverine, and it is an 
epic finale.

Taking place in 2029, we 
find Wolverine/Logan (Hugh 
Jackman) in a dark and realis-
tic future. Wolverine has been 

out of the superhero game for a 
while, and is working as a limo 
driver in order to pay for the 
care of an aging Professor X 
(Portrayed by Patrick Stewart). 
He is pulled away from this 
life when he is called upon to 
transport a young mutant to 
safety, away from a corporation 
pursuing her. 

Logan establishes a sense 
of gritty realism through the 
story’s thematic intensity, earn-
ing the film an R rating. The 
story’s intensity stems from the 
difficult and emotionally taxing 
situations the characters are 
found in, including Wolverine’s 
dwindling physical abilities, 
Professor X’s battle with de-

mentia, and an overall feel of 
hopelessness. Logan uses these 
flaws to humanize the charac-
ters and emotionally bond with 
viewers, a notable feat for any 
film, especially the superhero 
genre.

Additionally, the violence 
portrayed in the film looks and 
feels utterly real. Violence is a 
touchy subject in the superhero 
genre, as nearly all films un-
realistically portray the action 
as nearly bloodless. Logan’s 
realistically bloody action com-
pletely changes the viewing 
experience from exciting and 
exhilarating to painful, even to 
the point of exhaustion over 
the pain felt on screen. Logan 

removes the fun, humor, and 
insignificance out of killing, 
and forces the viewer to take a 
more mature stance on vio-
lence as a whole.

Logan’s small flaws sur-
round the antagonists, who 
are not given enough time on 
screen, leaving them without 
as much character depth as 
Wolverine, Professor X, or a 
newcomer played by Dafne 
Keen. But their actions are 
logically sound and adequately 
explained, which puts Logan 
miles ahead of most every 
superhero film from the last 9 
years in the antagonist depart-
ment. 

Logan, even though it 

technically is a superhero film, 
is a much deeper and more 
fulfilling experience than any 
other film within the genre. 
It is able to exist as more than 
a superhero film, as it leaves 
viewers thinking, questioning, 
but most of all, feeling. It is a 
film build out of raw and in-
tense feelings, and that is what 
sets it apart from other films. 
It is all around a great film, 
and if you approach Logan as a 
philosophical drama as much 
as it is an action or superhero 
film, your movie-watching 
experience will be exceptional. 
I highly recommend seeing 
Logan.

By Andy Gagliardi

Freshmen Use Instagram to Promote 
Lighthearted School Unity 

 This year, Tech stu-
dents and faculty have come 
together to found Tech’s 
Muslim Student Union. Club 
founder and Tech Senior 
Ishmael Ahmed said, “I hope 
MSU will create more aware-
ness about Islam on the Tech 
campus through education 
and interaction, and develop 
activism of Muslims on cam-
pus.” The group is currently 
working on outreach to gain 
more membership through 
posters around the school 
and social media. The MSU 
has been working to fight the 
xenophobic rhetoric of the 
Trump administration, and 
educate about the misconcep-
tions around Islam. 
 Ahmed’s primary pur-
pose in founding this club was 
to “bring together Muslims 

of diverse backgrounds and 
cultures under one unified, 
organized, proactive commu-
nity.”
 Although the Muslim 
Student Union is a new club, 
their membership has re-
mained steady and they hope 
for it to increase as the year 
goes on. Their discussions 
and meetings have become 
increasingly productive and 
lively. They hope MSU can 
encourage students to stand 
up for justice and peace, and 
bring about real change in the 
community. 
 MSU member 
and Tech senior Sông-An 
Stewart says, “I hope we 
can get more members to 
join so that in the long run, 
we can spread awareness so 
people have a better under-

standing of the culture and 
religion.” 
 Although MSU hasn’t 
formally been recognized as a 
club yet, they are working hard 

each week to spread awareness 
and find new ways to actively 
voice their opposition to the 
Islamophobia that exists in our 
country.

MSU meets every Wednesday 
at lunch in Ms. Benner’s class-
room in the back of the library. 

By Alice Blackorby
Club Spotlight: Muslim Student Union

Oscar Winner Mahershala Ali Provides 
Positive Muslim Media Image 

Alice Blackorby/Scribe

 Meet the two freshmen behind 
@ottinyglasses on instagram! Ava 
Osborn and Giuliana Candelori are 
the creators of @ottinyglasses. Their 
account displays pictures of students 
and teachers wearing comically small 
glasses. Starting off as a way to “chal-
lenge” Bishop O’Dowd’s own tiny 
glasses account, it’s now become their 
way of connecting with other stu-
dents. 
 According to the creators, “A 
lot of [our followers] are people from 
different friend groups. They see these 
photos of other people they might not 
follow and maybe then get to know 
them better.”  
 Ava and Giuliana feel that the 
freshman class, and other Tech stu-
dents, are often divided by race and 

class. Their goal is to unite as many 
freshmen as they can with some funny 
pictures and a few pairs of tiny glasses. 
The account isn’t only limited to fresh-
men although their current posts are 
all of 9th graders and some 9th grade 
teachers too. Anyone who wants to 
be featured can direct message the ac-
count or ask either of them in person.
 The original idea was creat-
ed by a bunch of rappers who use 
the account name @tinyglassesgang. 
Students from O’Dowd were inspired 
and created their own account, @ti-
nyyglasses. Ava and Giuliana thought 
it would be funny to challenge Bishop 
O’Dowd and made an account of their 
own. Some O’Dowd students have 
actually gotten petulantly offended by 
the creation of Oakland Tech’s ver-

sion. With “we challenge O’Dowd” as 
their bio, @ottinyglasses is set to make 
waves in the community of Oakland 
schools.
 If you would like to join the 
movement, you can purchase tiny 
glasses online or in drug stores like 
CVS and Walgreens. They’re usually 
found on the racks of kid’s sunglasses. 
You don’t need your own pair of tiny 
glasses to be featured on the account. 
Ava and Giuliana have a couple pairs 
of their own and are happy to share 
them for a photo. All three accounts 
are mostly run through submissions 
from their followers. @ottinyglasses 
has about 120 followers currently, 
but their funny pictures are sure to 
resonate with other students who just 
haven’t heard of the account.

By Caitlin Pilisuk and Kieley Thompson

The Muslim Student Union was founded this year to help counter a national increase in Islamophobia.
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(Hamilton Play continued from Page 2)
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(Winter Sports continued from Page 1)
even though we played well.” The final 
game, he said, was incredibly close. 
“No one scored throughout the game...
it was really intense and very back and 
forth and then we went into overtime.” 
Although Tech lost during penalties, 
Diaz said the team had a good season 
overall, winning all but one game in 
the OAL. “There was a lot of chemistry 
between the seniors for sure, when we 
went on the field we never disrespected 
each other,” he said. Mac Bissell, who 
was injured during the final game, 
said the team had a good season but 
the highlight was definitely “beating 
O’High 6-1 in the semifinals.”

On the basketball court, Tech teams 
also did remarkably well. Senior guard 
Souley Boum said the boys team “had 
a good season but fell short in the state 
playoffs,” where Tech lost to Men-
lo-Atherton 51-53. Souley said the 
team “felt that we could have done bet-
ter” but that he is “proud of my team 
and ready for what they’re going to do 

next year." Boum has been recruited to 
play for the University of San Francisco 
next year.

 On the ice, Tech’s hockey team had 
a nearly undefeated season and made 
it to the finals. Senior Meta Austin, 

who has been playing all four 
years of high school, said “It 
felt like things finally came 
together for us this year. We 
had seniors and juniors who 
started as freshman who 
were really confident and 
putting a lot of points on the 
score sheet this season. It 
was our best regular season 
yet but our championship 
game did not go the way 
we hoped.” Tech lost in the 
second overtime to the San 
Jose Sharks Girls. It was the 
hockey team’s second time in 
the finals; only in 2015 they 
won and this year they lost. 

Many graduating seniors 
are hopeful for next season, 
saying they think the 
underclassmen are very 

talented and can take on new leader-
ship roles. 

(Engineering Academy Future  continued from Page 1)

The Engineering Academy continues to be one of Oakland Tech’s most popular academic offerings.

Ollie Elmgren /Scribe

looking at the materials 
that Mr. Merrill has and 
kind of picking my brain 
about it.” 

“I feel very confident 
that Mr. Love and Mr. Lee 
will take what’s established 
here and continue it,” says 
Mr. Merrill of his succes-
sors. “I am thrilled this 
year with what Ms. Love is 
doing in the architecture 
class. She’s taken what I’ve 

been doing and taken it to a 
whole other level.” 

The Alameda County 
Fair Competition, the UC 
Berkeley Competition, and 
the Annual Bridge Compe-
tition, all hallmarks of the 
academy, will continue with 
the new leadership. “Mr. 
Merrill did a lot,” says Ms. 
Love. “But we’re ready. I’m 
looking forward to it.”

questions submitted by students. 
The performance of Hamilton 
took place in the early afternoon 
for the more than 2,000 students 
present.

Junior and Tech Techie Tif-
fany Hernandez Alberto said of 
the trip, “It was an experience I 
never thought I’d be able to have. 
As someone who knows the 
amount of work people behind 
the scenes put into a production, 
I was amazed to see how they 
were able to sync up the lights 
and sound in a beautiful way. I’m 
very satisfied.”

With additional funding for 
the tickets provided by Google, 
Facebook employees, William 
and Flora Hewlett Founda-
tion, Stuart Foundation, Panta 
Rhea Foundation and GitHub, 
three more educational mati-
nee performances of Hamilton 
are planned for the Orpheum. 
Thanks to #EduHam, a total 
of more than 8,500 Bay Area 
students will have their shot to 
experience the phenomenon that 
is Hamilton.

Ray Chavez /Bay Area News Group

The Tech boys basketball team after defeating Fremont in the OAL Championships.

(left) Tech students were honored to attend a performance of Hamilton.


