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Oakland Tech 
Fights to Keep 
Beloved Dance 

Teacher

Tragedy Strikes Las Vegas 

Late Sunday, October 
8th, Santa Rosa residents 
woke up to the desperate 
knocks of police officers 
and neighbors, telling 
them to run for their 
lives as fires overtook 
their neighborhoods. 
They had minutes to 
evacuate, leaving them 
no time to gather any 
belongings. 

Over the next five 
days, 17 large wildfires 
broke out throughout 

the state and spread at 
an unprecedented rate, 
forcing firefighters to 
focus their efforts on 
saving  lives instead 
of slowing down the 
blaze. These fires burned 
uncontained for over a 
week, destroying near-
ly everything in their 
paths. The largest fires 
were located in Sonoma 
and Napa counties and 
burned entire neighbor-
hoods to the ground in 
Santa Rosa. 

Although firefighters 
from all over California, 
as well as neighboring 
states, joined the fire-
fight over the course 
of the week—forming 
a force of about 11,000 
personnel—it was over 
a week before the fires 
were contained. The 
fires were fueled by an 
excess of very dry brush, 
caused by an unusu-
ally rainy spring and 
dry summer. The wind 

speeds, reaching speeds 
of a Category 1 Hurri-
cane, and the low hu-
midity made it difficult 
to control the flames and 
predict where the fire 
would spread.

In Oakland, smoke 
blanketed the sky, leav-
ing an eerie, red sun in 
the sky. The hazardous 
air quality prompted 
OUSD to excuse stu-
dents’ absences if they 
stayed home on October 

Wildfires Devastate Northern 
California

By Fiona Osborn

Sonoma Valley before the devastation of the fires.

(NorCal Wild Fires continues on Page 8)

On October 1, 2017, 
during the Las Vegas 
Strip Country Music 
Festival, the deadliest 
mass shooting in mod-
ern US history took 
place. At least 59 people 
were killed with over 
500 injured after Ste-
phen Paddock opened 
fire from the Mandalay 
Bay Resort across the 
street. The mass murder-
er killed himself after at 
least 10 minutes of firing 
into the crowd of about 
22,000 people. 

The attack prompt-
ed an argument about 
whether the attack 
should be called a terror-
ist attack or not, as well 
as bringing the issue of 
gun control in the US to 
the surface. The murder 
himself has also been 
called a multitude of 

names, and many believe 
that because Stephen 
Paddock was white, peo-
ple refrained from using 
more “intense” verbs to 
describe him.

Whatever you call 
him or the attack, 
Stephen Paddock was 
a mass murder whose 
motives are still being 
investigated. No terrorist 
group has claimed re-
sponsibility, and it seems 
that he told no one about 
his plans. Paddock had 
23 automatic weapons 
in his hotel room that 
night.

Gun control has 
always been a heated 
discussion in the United 
States. Every time a huge 
shooting like this have 
occurred, there is always 
a flurry of opinions from 
every direction.

The National Rifle 
Association defends 

Americans 
rights to bear 
arms, and they 
have been able 
to defeat every 
gun control leg-
islation that has 
been proposed. 
Even after mass 
shootings such 
as Columbine, 
Sandy Hook, 
and Orlando, 
people still 
want their guns, 
and the NRA 
continues to 
keep it that way. 
The NRA has 
poured money 
into Congress, 
and has all this 
power over gun 
control as a result.

Three percent of 
American adults own 
over half of America’s 
guns. Deaths by gun 
violence have risen over 

the last years, already 
12,189 people have 
been killed in 2017. The 
United States has more 
mass shootings than any 
other nation. Almost 

every nation who has 
had a mass shooting has 
immediately implement-
ed some form of gun 
control, and it works. 
The outrage sparked 

By Maya Ades

September 23rd 
seemed to be an or-
dinary day. I had just 
finished lunch and was 
walking to my fourth 
period class when I ran 
into Ms. Travick, the 
only dance teacher at 
Oakland Tech. We had 
worked together before 
on several student gov-
ernment projects, but 
this year I only saw brief 
glimpses of her in the 
hallways. When I went 
to say hello, Ms. Travick 
told me the horrible 
news that she had been 
fired.

The Oakland Uni-
fied School District has 
been facing an extreme 
budgetary deficit after 
hiring multiple admin-
istrative employees and 
giving them salaries 
upwards of one hun-
dred thousand dollars 

a year. The unnecessary 
expenditures had to be 
accounted for elsewhere 
in the budget, so the 
district looked for pro-
grams to cut.

Sadly, they target-
ed Ms. Travick's back. 
Ms. Travick has been a 
dance teacher at Oak-
land Tech for twenty 
years, but her senior-
ity was not taken into 
account during this 
decision. However the 
dwindling numbers of 
students in her dance 
class, which had once 
been a flourishing pro-
gram at Oakland Tech, 
gave them the excuse 
they needed to cut the 
dance program entirely. 
The decline in dance 
enrollment started when 
her dance class stopped 
counting towards PE 
credits. Due to this the 
students stopped enroll-
ing in it because they 

Fiona Osborn/Scribe

By Kendall Prime

(Tragedy Strikes Las Vegas continues on Page 8)

November School 
Calender

Nov. 3- Deadline to order
Christmas trees to support

OT Baseball

Nov. 13- PTSA meeting
7.00p.m. - 9:00p.m.

Nov. 18- OakTech Rep
presents "The Farm" 
musical by Jon Tracy

2:00p.m. and 7:00p.m.

Nov. 20-24- Thanksgiving
Break

Nov. 28- Sports Booster 
Club meeting 

6:00p.m. - 7:00p.m.

Nov. 30- Fall Sports 
Banquet Award 

Ceramony
- 6:00p.m.

More events listed on school 
calendar on the Oakland Tech 

website

The iconic Las Vegas strip was the location of the mass 
shooting on October 1st.

Fiona Osborn/Scribe
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November
 Sports 

Calendar
2017

Nov. 2 - Time: TBA. Girls 
Var Volleyball vs. TBA

@ KIPP King

Nov. 3 - 5 p.m. JV football
@McClymonds

-7:15p.m. Var Football 
@McClymonds

Nov. 7- Time: TBA. Girls Var 
Volleyball vs. TBA

@Laney College

Nov. 9 - 7:15p.m. Var Foot-
ball @Oakland High

Nov. 17 - 7:00p.m. Boys Var 
Soccer vs. Arroyo @Tech

Nov. 25 -2:30p.m. Boys Var 
Basketball 

@James Logan

-4:30p.m. Boys JV 
Basketball 

@James Logan

Nov. 27 -5:30p.m. JV 
Basketball vs. Castro Valley

@Tech

-7p.m. Var Basketball vs.
Castro Valley @Tech

Nov. 28 -5:30p.m. Boys JV 
Basketball vs. Miramonte

@Tech

-7p.m. Boys Var Basketball
vs. Miramonte @Tech

-7p.m. Girls Var Basketball
vs. SCPHS @Tech

Nov. 30 -4:00p.m. Boys JV
Basketball @Piedmont

For more information 
visit oaklandtech.com/staff/

athletics-calendar

Fighting Ends Football Game Early

By Penelope Martindale 

In the wake of the nu-
merous accusations of sexual 
harassment, assault, and rape 
Hollywood producer Harvey 
Weinstein is facing, the issues 
of sexual predation and abuse 
of power have resurfaced once 
again. Thousands of women 
have shared their stories of 
sexual harassment on social 
media, and on both sides of 
the aisle, celebrities and pol-
iticians alike have called for 
more accountability surround-
ing the issue that affects so 
many. A fair amount of finger 
pointing and hypocrisy has 
ensued as well, but regardless 
of political beliefs, sexual pre-
dation is a serious issue, and 
one that needs to be addressed 
by everyone. 

Firstly, this is not a partisan 
issue, and neither liberals, nor 
conservatives should be able to 
dodge the blame. Bill Clinton, 
the Democratic President 
who served two terms, has 
been accused of rape, sexual 
harassment and sexual assault 
by at least three women and 
while he faced impeachment 
by the House of Representa-
tives during his second term, 
the trial was for a separate 
issue regarding a consensu-
al affair. On the other hand, 
Republican President Donald 
Trump has also been accused 
of rape, sexual harassment, 

and sexual assault by at least 
15 women, and though a video 
of him bragging about groping 
women surfaced a little over 
a month before the election, 
it did not appear to cause any 
trouble for him, as he was 
elected on November 8. 

Now, at least 50 women 
have come forward, accusing 
Harvey Weinstein of sexu-
al predation. According to 
POLITICO, Weinstein do-
nated over $300,000 dollars 
to the Democratic National 
Committee, and $600,000 to 
the Obama campaign in 2012, 
as well as $17,000 between 
Hillary Clinton’s campaigns for 
President in 2008 and 2016. 
This has been problematic for 
the Democrats who decried 
Trump and put pressure on 
him after the Access Holly-
wood tape which detailed him 
bragging about “grabbing” 
women surfaced last year. Re-
publicans in the media and in 
politics have reprimanded the 
Democrats, calling them hyp-
ocrites for condemning sexual 
assault only when it benefits 
them, but I believe this discus-
sion has gone from a conversa-
tion about the abuse of power 
to a petty blame game that 
occurs far too often. 

When it comes down to it, 
both parties have messed up 
when it comes to sexual pre-
dation, and neither can claim 
a clean record. Both liberals 

and conservatives have dis-
counted the voices of women 
who are brave enough to come 
forward and share their own 
harrowing experiences with 
sexual harassment and assault, 
and both have failed to hold 
sexual predators, womanizers, 
and power abusers account-
able. When comparing Donald 
Trump and Harvey Weinstein, 
however, one point should be 
highlighted. Both men have 
been powerful, wealthy, influ-
ential even. Both have been 
accused of sexual misconduct 
by countless women, and both 
have faced public backlash due 
to these accusations. However, 
one was banished from his 
industry, humiliated by his 
colleagues and family, and lost 
basically all of his power. The 
other was elected the President 
of the United States. 

Sexual assault should not 
be a partisan issue. Women 
represent both parties, they 
vote for both parties, and they 
are affected by the decisions of 
both parties, and their strug-
gles with sexual assault should 
not be exploited for political 
gains. Our patriarchal society 
should also be reminded that 
men can be victims of sexu-
al abuse as well, and should 
not be seen as sacrificing 
their safety or masculinity for 
sharing their stories of vulner-
ability and struggle. But far 
too often, women are the ones 

who face the most horrifying 
behavior, who are forced to 
choose between their careers 
and their safety, and who 
are shamed for sharing their 
stories or for being mistreated 
in the first place. The responsi-
bility of ending sexual preda-
tion should not fall to women. 
Men need to acknowledge the 
extensive history of oppression 
women have faced at the hands 
of powerful men, whether they 
be the President of the United 
States or an influential Holly-
wood producer, and work with 
women to create a more safe, 
dignified, inclusive society. 

Here at Oakland Tech 
even, unwanted advances and 
comments can be heard as 
one walks down the halls. No 
one should feel unsafe in their 
school, and it’s very import-
ant to keep that in mind as 
one matures and moves onto 
higher education and employ-
ment. Women and men every-
where deserve to have their 
boundaries respected without 
prompting, and conversations 
about sexual misconduct need 
to continue to occur, even as 
headline-making stories settle 
down. The fight against sexual 
harassment, assault, and rape 
needs to continue to move 
forward, and it’s going to need 
everyone to participate. 

Op-Ed: Sexual Assault

They may not be put 
on by OakTech Rep, 
but football games can 
still be full of drama. 
The football game 
against Skyline on Oc-
tober 6th was cut short 
after fighting broke 
out among attendees. 
Tech sophomore and 
junior varsity football 
player Daniel Lopez 
explained, “As the game 
was going on a lot of 
people started leaving 
the bleachers. I’m not 
sure if they were stu-
dents or not but soon 
after a fight happened 
behind the bleachers.” 
A letter from the Tech 
and Skyline principals 
said that there were 
“conflicts between fans, 
family members enter-
ing the field of play, and 
unsportsmanlike play 
on the field.” Skyline 
was currently leading 
the game 7-6 with 10 

minutes left in the 
third period when the 
game was stopped. The 
conflict that erupted 
during the game began 
earlier in the week over 
social media trash talk 
between players from 
both schools. Four 
players from Tech were 
also banned from play-
ing in or even attending 
the game after going to 
Skyline during lunch 
in an attempt to fight 
some of their football 
rivals. The Oakland 
Athletic League said 
that the decision to 
end the game early was 
made because it would 
have been too diffi-
cult to get the players 
back on the field after 
the fighting started. 
However, Daniel Lopez 
said that many of the 
attendees disagreed 
with the choice to stop 
the game because the 
fighting was not major. 
Due to the premature 

ending and a lack of 
time in the schedule to 
make up the game, it 
was ruled no-contest. 
In an effort to prevent 
future such occur-
rences, the Oakland 
Athletic League has 
issued a new policy 
regarding attendance at 
football games: all stu-
dents must show their 
student IDs, adults 
must show an official 

ID such as a driver’s 
license or a passport, 
and all students must 
be accompanied by 
an adult. Adults who 
do not have an official 
ID have to notify the 
office and get a pass in 
order to attend games. 
However, Tech senior 
Natalie Barr said that 
these new rules were 
not enforced at the 
Tech vs. Fremont game 

on October 21st, “They 
just checked student 
IDs and tickets like 
usual.” While the new 
rules may be up in the 
air, there were no fights 
during that game so 
it remains to be seen 
what will occur as the 
football season contin-
ues.

Lilliana Lopez/ScribeBy Claire Daly
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Marshawn Lynch: Rooted in Oakland

Op-Ed: Fires Leave Students Homeless
As deadly wildfires blaze 

across three different Northern 
California counties, Oakland 
Tech students have seen a cam-
pus so smokey that the dis-
trict made school optional for 
students with health concerns. 
Sports practices, outdoor PE, 
and games and events have 
all been cancelled due to the 
smoke, constantly reminding 
us about the victims of these 
infernos, with a death toll of 42 
and dozens reported missing.

An extremely severe conse-
quence of these wildfires that 
doesn’t often come to mind 
first is educational instability. 
The fires have destroyed 8,400 
buildings, with homes and 
schools among them. Upper 

and middle class families 
have been forced out of their 
homes, and many are currently 
staying with relatives, friends, 
or volunteer host families until 
they can get back on their feet 
and find a more permanent 
solution. 

Unfortunately, for the poor-
er families living in these areas, 
getting back on their feet is 
not a realistic prospect. Many 
families were already living in 
precarious conditions, and will 
find it incredibly difficult to 
find a new place to live. Some 
will have to leave their home-
towns entirely, as many of 
the affected areas already had 
high housing costs and low 
residential vacancy rates. The 
unexpected biggest victims? 
Students.

As the fires continue to 
burn, most local and nearby 
schools are not in session. 
These periods can last for up 
to three weeks or more, taking 
away valuable learning time 
from students. Other schools 
are standing in flattened 
neighborhoods, still in tact but 
surrounded by burned homes. 
Still others have been burned 
to the ground. 

Even after schools open, 
readjusting enrollment can 
take up to two years. Students 
have to relocate to new schools 
if their old one is closed, or 
has burned, and many have to 
find schools closer to their new 
home. Many parents don’t have 
time while trying to find a 
home to find a way to get their 
child to school, so their kids 

stay out of school even longer. 
 As students have to 

stay in host homes or with 
relatives or friends, they often 
have a harder time getting 
transportation. While schools 
are required by law to provide 
transportation for homeless 
students, this can mean that 
buses will have to go miles out 
of their way, forcing students 
to wake up far earlier. 

The students who will feel 
the most long term effects of 
these fires are students from 
low-income families. Staying 
homeless for a longer period of 
time is a much likelier out-
come for them. Already, over 
200,000 students in California 
are homeless. Almost 1600 are 
homeless in Oakland Unified 
School District. California 

schools have a history of strug-
gling to help homeless stu-
dents, partially because many 
families don’t report homeless-
ness out of shame and fear of 
stigma, and make themselves 
harder to identify and then 
help. 

Homeless students are more 
likely to do poorly in school 
and drop out. Their live’s out-
comes are significantly worse 
than their counterparts. They 
report higher rates of depres-
sion, and get fewer opportuni-
ties for support. The California 
fires are going to cause hun-
dreds more students to deal 
with homelessness and educa-
tional instability. And we aren’t 
talking about it enough. 

Possibly one of the most 
well known current profes-
sional football players in the 
nation, Marshawn Lynch is 
happy to be back in the Bay 
Area playing for his home 
team. However, playing for the 
Raiders is much more than an 
extension to his career.

Before the fame and 
multi-million dollar contracts, 
Lynch had a rough childhood. 
Lynch was raised in a poor 
family. His father was impris-
oned for burglary, and life was 
a struggle with only one care-

taker in his immediate family. 
During an interview, Lynch 
explained, “The way we feel 
just about where we're from 
and why we represent where 
we're from so hard is because 
we know what the struggle 
is and how we get down." As 
a student at Oakland Tech, 
classmates would often make 
fun of him for the smell com-
ing from his clothes, which 
were usually worn throughout 
the entire week. Lynch would 
be told that he would never be 
successful in life. Despite the 
negative effect these com-

ments had on him, he used 
them to fuel his determination 
to prove his bullies wrong. 

Lynch later became one of 
the greatest running backs the 
league has ever seen. With a 
past like Lynch’s, you might 
wonder why he would want 
to even look back at it. Well, 
the answer is simple: he truly 
cares about the community he 
grew up in, because it made 
him the person he is today. 
Oakland is a very special place 
to Marshawn; it is a part of 
him that represents where he 
really came from and who he 

really is. Since his city is so 
significant in his life, helping 
the community is a necessity 
to him. Lynch goes above and 
beyond to express his love for 
Oakland. In March of 2011, 
Lynch created the Fam First 
Family Foundation, an organi-
zation dedicated to help young 
Oakland kids understand the 
importance of education. 

Lynch’s passion for help-
ing underprivileged children 
succeed was the driving force 
in the creation of his pro-
gram. Lynch explained, “This 
is something that I wanted to 

change in my neighborhood. 
I felt that if I could influence 
one kid to try to help them 
through life, that's a win for 
me." But his generosity doesn’t 
stop here. Lynch also opened 
a clothing store called “Beast-
mode” right in the heart of 
Oakland, after the nickname 
given to him for his explosive 
and unstoppable performance 
in the NFL, on the very street 
where his football career took 
off. Lynch has a true love for 
his city. He has amazed many 
both on and off the field.

By Samuel Getachew

   By Carson Lang

Rowers pose for a post race photo

The Oakland 
Tech Rowing team 
has already taken 
great strides in the 
early fall season. 
On October 1st, the 
team made its way 
to the Wine Country 
Classic in Petaluma, 
fielding a Varsity pair 
that beat out multiple 
pairs from Sono-
ma State and other 
youth clubs from 
the region, securing 
a gold medal in the 
open pair event. A 
pair is made up of 
two rowers, each with 
one oar, and is “the 
hardest boat to row ” 

(Rick Brown, Coach 
of US Men's High 
Performance Rowing 
Team). The boat was 
stroked by Seamus 
Kerwin and bowed 
by Griffen Castillo. 
Kerwin, one of the 
two team captains, 
describes the win as 
“a gratifying expe-
rience after all the 
hard work we put in.” 
Just two weeks later, 
Oakland Tech went 
to the Head of the 
Port Regatta in West 
Sacramento. Here, 
they fielded two Var-
sity pairs to race in 
the open pair event. 
Complementing the 
Kerwin/Castillo pair 

was another pair, 
stroked by National 
High Performance 
Team Rower and 
co-captain Theodore 
Zarobell and bowed 
by Noah Hideo Boo-
nin. Even though the 
Zarobell/Boonin pair 
was seeded by race 
officials to lose, they 
outmatched their 
entire competition, 
securing a nail-bit-
ing gold by only 2.4 
seconds. The very 
same day, the two 
pairs joined together 
to create the Varsity 
4, coxed by Belize 
Gonden-Cruz. The 
4 ruthlessly obliter-
ated all competition, 

winning with a time 
of 17:52.4. The closest 
boat was well over a 
minute behind them. 
Although Oakland 
Tech Rowing is only 
in its fifth year of 
existence and has 
never received any 
financial or logis-
tical support from 
the school, its Men’s 
Varsity members are 
quickly emerging as 
some of the most for-
midable opponents 
in the country’s most 
competitive region.

By Ro’e Zaid and 
Theodore Zarobell

Gold Fever for OT Crew
      Antonia Starc/Scribe
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Tech Students Face Stress from Standardized Testing
News

Study books students use to prepare for standardized tests

It has always been 
encouraged to let go of 
one's fears of being a lone 
nut or an outcast. One 
should embrace their dif-
ferences and take pride 
in one’s originality. At 
Oakland Tech, students 
are encouraged to show 
off their wild spirits and 
intriguing individuality.

Every year at the end 
of the October, one week 

is dedicated to showing 
of school spirit. During 
this week, students are 
encouraged to wear cos-
tumes, hang class signs 
around the hallways, 
watch the homecoming 
football game, and go to 
the homecoming dance. 
Students attend the rally 
at the end of the week, 
which is a student orga-
nized event where rep-
resentatives of all grades 
compete against each 
other in multiple chal-

lenges in order determine 
which grade has the 
most spirit. While these 
students participate in 
games, the crowd is ex-
pected to cheer on their 
fellow classmates and 
show support for their 
grade. 

In previous spirit 
weeks, it was uncommon 
for students to be seen 
in costume. It appeared 
odd that a school with 
so many students lacked 
spirit and enthusiasm. 

Many students feel 
embarrassed and un-
comfortable dressing up 
when only a small por-
tion of students end up 
participating. One 11th 
grade student states, “I 
feel judged when I dress 
up for spirit week be-
cause I don’t see anyone 
else dressing up around 
me.” Another possible 
reason for the small 
turnouts could be that 
students feel like the cho-
sen spirit days are often 

unrelatable or difficult to 
dress for. Another 11th 
grade student simply 
states “The actual spirit 
days are wack”. From this 
we can conclude that 
one major issue is that 
the students deciding 
the spirit days should do 
more to take into ac-
count the interests of the 
students.   

Another event at 
Oakland Tech that lacks 
spirit is the homecoming 
rally. Students are seen 

ditching rallies to the 
avoid large crowds and 
the uncomfortable atmo-
sphere. Yet, students who 
choose not to participate 
miss out on the excite-
ment and fun that the 
rally brings. What many 
don't realize is that if all 
students were to active-
ly take part and show 
enthusiasm for their 
respective grades, the 
rally would feel more like 
an enjoyable high school 
activity for all. 

Op-Ed: Spirit Week Lacks Spirit
By Gabby Sands and 

Mari Takata

For many students, hearing 
the word “SAT” immediately 
stresses them out. Others may 
not even know what the test is. 
The SAT, short for Scholastic 
Aptitude Test, is a standard en-
trance exam used by colleges to 
compare applicants. It contains 
two to three sections: Math, 
Evidence-Based Reading and 
Writing, and an optional essay. 
It is scored on a scale of 200-
800 points for each section, 
and the two scores are added 
up for a maximum of 1600 
points. The test is administered 
7 times a year, and students 
can choose to take it as many 
times as they want. Some col-
leges look at the highest overall 
score, while others superscore 

it, which means they add up 
the highest math score and the 
highest English score from any 
test date. Most students take 
it in the second half of junior 
year or the first half of senior 
year. 

Although colleges generally 
view the SAT and ACT equal-
ly, there are many differences 
between the two tests. Most 
students decide to take one 
or the other based on their 
performance on each. The 
most obvious difference is that 
the ACT includes a 35 minute 
section of science, while the 
SAT has an optional essay. 
Other hidden differences lie in 
the math and English sections. 
The ACT’s 60 minute math 
section tests more conceptu-
al knowledge, geometry, and 
trigonometry, while the SAT’s 

80 minute math section fo-
cuses on algebra. In addition, 
the SAT has one section that 
permits calculator use, and one 
section that does not. The ACT 
allows you to use a calculator 
for the entire test. 

There are also many differ-
ences in the English sections 
of both tests. The ACT has a 
45 minute English section and 
a 35 minute reading section, 
while the SAT has a 65 minute 
reading section and 35 minute 
writing section. The reading 
questions on the ACT usual-
ly are about broad concepts 
from the passage, such as the 
main conflict or point that the 
narrator is trying to make. If 
you can easily remember the 
location of details, you may 
perform better in the ACT 
reading section. In contrast, 

the SAT often cites specific 
lines and always asks questions 
in chronological order accord-
ing to the text. Overall, the 
best way to decide which test 
is best for you is to 

take practice tests for each and 
compare those scores. 

Some juniors at Tech seem 
unprepared for the tests, while 
others are already in prep 

By Bebe Aronson and 
Cara Plumhoff

(SAT/ACT Stress continues on page 8)

Renzo Tanaka-Wong/Scribe

The Scribe has been 
a part of Oakland Tech 
since 1915. It was origi-
nally called Scribe News, 
and it was a weekly 
publication that students 
could subscribe to for 
less than a dollar each 
year. The following arti-
cles are from the spring 
of 1942, when the United 
States was in the middle 
of the second World War. 
All of the articles in these 
past issues offer a unique 
insight into the changes 
that occurred during 
significant historical 
events. They show us just 
how much our society 
has changed, and what 
our community still has 
to work on. 

April 8th 1942
By Shirley Maddux
There’ll be a change 

in…

America, probably 
more than any other 
country, has been known 
as a land of hero wor-
shippers. Each has been 
lauded and honored by 
his people and many 
hold a lasting place in 
their hearts because of 
buildings and monu-
ments which have been 
erected in honor of them. 

The latest addition 
to this impressive list is 
General Douglas MacAr-
thur, commander of 
all the United Nations’ 
defense in the Pacific. 
The Oakland Council has 
decided to pay tribute 
to this great man by 
changing the name of the 
highway approach to the 
Bay Bridge from Moss 
Avenue to MacArthur 
Boulevard. Oakland is 
only one of a few cities 
who are naming some 
main thoroughfare after 

our newest and most gal-
lant hero. Thus, his name 
will be given lasting 
memory to all Americans 
not only because of his 
unbelievable victories 
in the Philippines but 
this boulevard will be a 
constant reminder to all 
who use it of a truly great 
American. 

March 18 1942
Author Unknown
Who’s Place Is in the 

Home? Woman Enrolls 
in Auto Shop To Find 
What Makes It Tick

Mrs. Louise Spicer, 
Who Should Be House-
wife, Busily Engaged in 
Learning Intricate Trade; 
Ready and Willing to 
Work in an Emergency

 While Mr. Spicer 
is away at war, Mrs. 
Louise Spicer, his youth-
ful, energetic wife, has 
enrolled in Tech’s Nation-
al Defense Auto Shop. “I 

figure as long as I drive a 
car I want to know what 
makes it work,” Mrs. 
Spicer said in explanation 
of her unusual choice of 
supplementary educa-
tion. 

Mrs. Spicer, who lives 
at 3223 Linden Street, 
Oakland, was standing 
at the open door of the 
school room dressed 
in the traditional me-
chanic’s garb of a blue 
shirt and overalls as she 
explained how she went 
about getting into the 
shop. 

She stated that she 
had always enjoyed 
mechanics. So when 
Mrs. Spicer heard that 
the United States Em-
ployment Office placed 
people in schools to learn 
different trades, she at 
once applied and was 
accepted.

“I’m willing to take 

a job if I’m needed,” she 
said when asked about a 
possible labor shortage 
due to conscription, “But 
I really want the course 
for my own benefit.”

March 18 1942
Author Unknown
Handy Helps, Inc. 

Submits Novel List of 
Rules

How to Cheat in a 
Chemistry Test

(Note: this set of 
handy helps for home 
chemists written during 
a chem test is approved 
by the Better Teachers 
Bureau)

1. Paste answers on a 
B.B. Can to be shot from 
student to student

2. Write answers with 
invisible ink on a trans-
parent piece of tape past-
ed to your eye glasses

3. Have a fellow 
conspirator bring in a 
call slip from the nurse, 

principal, or your fa-
vorite plumber with the 
answers written on the 
back

4. Turn on a fire 
alarm. While the firemen 
are putting out the fire, 
toddle home and catch 
up on your studies. 

5. Wear a pair of 
extreme drapes. In these 
you can easily hide three 
Quiz Kids. 

6. Hide a partner in 
crime in the ventilat-
ing system behind the 
clock. With the aid of a 
Girl Scout Handbook he 
will use the hands of the 
clock for a semaphore 
system and send you the 
answers.

7. Give up. You’re go-
ing to flunk anyway. 

Blast From The Past
By Fiona Osborn
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Halloween is coming up soon 
and the perfect costume can be 
hard to find. Even though it’s 
on a Tuesday, it’s still worth a 
try, so we’ve compiled a list of 
costumes that are guaranteed 
to impress: classics, pop culture 
references, puns, and more! 

GROUP
- the kids from “Stranger 

Things”
- the Incredibles
- the Spice Girls (Sporty, 

Scary, etc, or gather up the gal 
pals and pick cooking spices like 
paprika)

- the Starks from “Game of 
Thrones” 

- the Breakfast Club
- M&M's 
- Deck of cards
- Disney princesses  

COUPLE
- Walter and Jesse from 

“Breaking Bad” (Hazmat suits 
are a nice touch)

- Green with envy (green 
shirt plus a sign saying “Envy”)

- Paula Deen and a stick of 
butter

- Mickey and Minnie 
- the Tooth Fairy and dentist
- Dionne and Cher from 

“Clueless”
- Cop and robber 
- Daniel and Johnny from 

“The Karate Kid”

INDIVIDUAL
- Daenerys Targaryen from 

“Game of Thrones”
- Annoying tourist
- Ceiling fan (get out your 

foam fingers and cheer for the 
ceiling)

- Wonder Woman
- Mermaid
- Pig in a blanket (grab a 

cozy blanket and a pig nose)
- Cereal killer (save a cereal 

box and get crafty)
- Belle from “Beauty and the 

Beast”
- Pennywise from “It” (get a 

friend to be Georgie, for maxi-

mum spookiness)
- Hippie  
- the Brawny Guy (needed: 

one red flannel shirt)
- Waldo from “Where’s Wal-

do” 
- Pirate
- Ghost (Snapchat or classic)

Use these ideas for yourself 
or use them as a platform to be 
even more creative! Resist the 
urge to just wear a sumo suit or 
horse mask. You’re better than 
that. Have an awesome Hallow-
een!

Fall is a great time to get 
outside and enjoy the last few 
warm, sunny days. There are 
many fun things to do with 
friends during fall. This article 
outlines a few of them. 

Halloween is one of the ma-
jor fall holidays, and there are 
many things to do to celebrate. 
Haunted houses are a fun, 
spooky way to get in the hal-
loween spirit. There are many 
haunted houses around the bay 
area, ranging from ghost-in-
habited buildings like the Win-
chester Mystery House to more 
theatric theme parks like Fear 
Overload Scream Park. 

Fright Fest at Six Flags is 
also a fun adventure for those 
seeking the thrill of being 
scared. Pumpkin patches are 
another Halloween-related ac-
tivity for those who do not like 
being scared. There are many 
local pumpkin patches, includ-
ing the Piedmont Pumpkin 

Patch, as well as some larger 
ones like Speer Family Farms 
in Alameda and Perry Family 
Pumpkin Patch in Fremont. 
The Cool Patch Pumpkin 
patch is also an exciting place 
to visit; it is the Guinness Book 
world record holder for largest 
corn maze, with more than 40 
acres of corn to get lost in. 

Although California lacks 
the same fall foliage as the 
East Coast, there are still 
places to go to see the pretty, 
color-changing leaves. Yosem-
ite and Tilden are two great 
hiking spots that will allow 
you to see the trees change 
color. Californiafallcolor.
com is a website dedicated to 
reporting the best places to see 
the change of season through-
out California, and is updated 
regularly to provide relevant 
information. 

 For avid bird lovers, the 
Sandhill Crane Festival at the 
beginning of November is an 
entire weekend dedicated to 

watching the annual migration 
of birds. 

Fall also marks the begin-
ning of ice skating, with the 
Union Square and Embarcade-
ro ice rinks opening up in early 
November. The Oakland ice 
rink is also open all year, and 
offers great student discounts 
(student ID is needed). 

Apples are the fruit of the 
fall, and there are many places 
where you can pick your own 
apples, including Apple Hill in 
Placerville. 

 Fall also marks the last 
few months of camping. Good, 
accessible campsites around 
the Bay Area can be found in 
Tilden,  Big Basin Redwoods 

State Park, Angel Island State 
Park, and Butano State Park. 

 Lastly, bonfires at 
Ocean Beach are always fun 
with a big group of friends, just 
bring lots of blankets, because 
it does get cold. 

By Aria Everingham 
and Emma Mansell

By Fiona Osborn
 

Halloween Costume Ideas 

Pumpkin is the star ingredient in 
all fall recipes. Pumpkin and pumpkin 
spice have become a fall obsession, 
with stores selling everything from 
pumpkin spice lattes to pumpkin ice 
cream to pumpkin waffles to pumpkin 
soup, and the list just keeps on going. 
Pumpkin bread is arguably the best 
pumpkin dish, and it is one of the eas-
iest to make. For all of the people who 
are too intimidated, or just too lazy, 
to make pumpkin bread from scratch, 
Trader Joe’s pumpkin bread mix is 
almost as good as this recipe, without 
all of the work. 

Ingredients:
2 cups sugar
1 cup vegetable oil
3 eggs
1-16 ounce can of pumpkin puree
3 cups flour
1 teaspoon cinnamon

1 teaspoon nutmeg
½ teaspoon cloves
½ teaspoon ground ginger
Don’t worry if you do not have all of 

these spices, just use what you have
1 teaspoon baking soda
½ teaspoon salt
½ teaspoon baking powder
1 cup walnuts or chocolate chips 

(optional)

Directions:
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees fahr-

enheit.
2. Butter 2 loaf pans (or use cooking 

spray). 
3. Mix the oil and the sugar in a 

large bowl to blend.
4. Mix in the eggs and the pumpkin.
5. Mix the flour, spices, baking soda, 

baking powder, and salt into a separate 
bowl.

6. Pour ½ of the flour mixture 
into the pumpkin mixture and stir it 

in before adding the rest of the flour 
mixture.

7. Add the nuts and/or the choco-
late chips, if you are using them. 

8. Divide the batter equally into the 
2 pans.

9. Cook the loaves for about 1 hour 

and 10 minutes, until a knife inserted 
in the middle comes out clean (the 
batter is not sticking to it).

10. Enjoy!

Fun Things to Do in Fall

Ceramics students sculpt pumpkins to celebrate fall

Pumpkin Bread Recipe
By Fiona Osborn

Antonia Starc/Scribe

Fiona Osborn/Scribe
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The response by the Oak-
land Unified School Dis-
trict (OUSD) to the current 
air-quality crisis has been 
shameful. The prevalence 
of PM2.5, liquid or solid 
particulate matter less than 
2.5 microns (10-6 meters) 
in diameter, poses a serious 
risk to public health. Once 
breathed in, PM2.5 passes 
through the lungs into the 
bloodstream. Because of this, 
activities involving heavy or 
fast breathing are dangerous 
when PM 2.5 levels are high. 
PM2.5 particles can enter 
buildings through open doors, 
windows, and other openings 
in structures.

PM2.5 is measured in mi-
crograms per cubic meter (µg/
m3). most urban areas have 
an average of 12µg/m3. Oak-
land experienced EPA ratings 
of “unhealthy” (151-200µg/
m3) from Tuesday October 10 
through Friday October 20, 
2017. Effects of high levels of 
PM2.5 are both acute (caus-
ing immediate adverse health 
effects) and chronic (causing 
long term adverse health 
outcomes). Those with heart 
disease, asthma, obesity, and 
diabetes are more likely to 
experience acute effects near 

151µg/m3, while the gener-
al public experiences some 
health effects above 151µg/
m3 with acute effects starting 
above 201µg/m3. 

 While there was no 
district-wide reaction Monday 
or Tuesday, this is forgivable. 
the PM2.5 concentrations had 
not yet reached levels where it 
was dangerous to the general 
populace. OUSD, along with 
its residents, local and state 
government, and other school 
districts, were unprepared for 
the rapid onslaught of mul-
tiple fires and the effects of 
the aerosol blown downwind. 
But by Wednesday, as public 
health and air quality officials 
were warning of the effects 
of increasing PM2.5 levels, 
school officials should have 
offered more detailed advice. 

Students with heart dis-
ease, asthma, diabetes, or 
other conditions that put 
them at-risk from high levels 
of PM2.5 could have been told 
to stay home or check with 
a doctor before coming to 
school. The youngest students, 
who are most susceptible 
to air pollution, should not 
have had to come to school at 
all. High Schools could have 
continued to hold classes, 
excluding PE, provided that 
school administrations were 

instructed to take extra care 
to keep buildings sealed and 
students indoors.

By Thursday OUSD had 
offered to allow students to 
skip school - provided that 
they make up all their work. 
This is a half-measure that 
does more harm than good 
and exposes a deeply flawed 
thought process. By present-
ing the decision in the way 
that they did, OUSD told stu-
dents that they could choose 
between their health or their 
education and workload. 
Students who went to school 
would receive their work on 
time but be exposed to levels 
of pollution harmful enough 
to trigger this policy. Students 
who stayed home would pro-
tect themselves from danger-
ous levels of PM2.5 and other 
particulate matter, but lose 
out on their education relative 
to their peers. 

Several questions about 
this policy remain. If air-qual-
ity was poor enough for the 
district to offer excused ab-
sences to students of all ages, 
then why was it not so poor 
that school was canceled? 
What was the district think-
ing so that it seemed to them 
simultaneously reasonable for 
students not to show up to 
school due to poor air-qual-

ity and for other students to 
show up to school and expose 
themselves to hazardous pol-
lutants? Deciding whether to 
risk needlessly removing stu-
dents from school or risk their 
health should not be hard. 
More than that, it is their job. 
Delegating decisions to fami-
lies worried about both their 
children’s education and their 
health is unacceptable for an 
institution that is supposed to 
act in the public good.

There were many other 
problems in the response. PE 
classes continued indoors at 
many schools. This ignores 
the fact that holding classes 
indoors is still detrimental to 
student health. Porous build-
ings with constantly opening 
doors let in vast quantities of 
microscopic PM2.5. More im-
portantly, PE is so beneficial 
precisely because it elevates 
breathing and heart rates for 
longer than the duration of 
the class, meaning any time 
outside afterwards is sig-
nificantly worse for student 
health. At Oakland Tech, 
students were still forced to 
walk half-a-mile to upper 
campus, despite the noxious 
conditions. The danger posed 
by poor air-quality is real and 
can have long term health 
impacts. Students should not 

arbitrarily suffer from their 
schedules. Lastly, doors and 
windows were kept open 
at Tech and other OUSD 
schools. This is perhaps could 
have been the most easily 
fixed problem, but it nonethe-
less caused the contamination 
of the buildings in which 
students were to spend the 
remainder of the day.

While the district’s re-
sponse this week was insuffi-
cient, some of their problems 
were understandable. What 
is inexcusable is if they fail 
to fix the problems in their 
response. Student and teacher 
safety should be placed above 
all other concerns. The best 
solutions to these problems, 
the majority of which are 
easily fixable and unique to 
individual schools, would 
come from student councils 
and student advocacy. There 
was little concern placed upon 
them by either the district or 
Tech administration.

To find out more about the 
air conditions in Oakland and 
the risks of poor air quality, 
visit the website of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, 
airnow.gov.

Features
By Milo Cohen

Op-Ed: Insufficient Response to Hazardous Air 

Blade Runner 2049: An Unsettling Masterpiece
Blade Runner 2049 

is a distant sequel to 
the 1982 cult classic 
Blade Runner. Blade 
Runner was years ahead 
of its time, presenting 
a version of the future 
that starkly contrasted 
all other visions of the 
future found in pop-cul-
ture of the time, and its 
aesthetics and themes 
surrounding humanity 
have permeated film 
culture, inspiring films 
such as The Matrix and 
Gattaca, to name a few. I 
have written about films 
before, and I wanted to 
do something different 
for this review. I have 
written the the first 
section before watching 
Blade Runner 2049 to 
see how my expectations 
will shape my experience 
with the new film, and 
written the second sec-
tion after watching it.

Before Watching: 
All the reviews I have 

seen for Blade Runner 
2049 have given the film 
extremely high marks. 
Despite that, the film 
severely underperformed 
at the American box of-
fice on its opening week-
end, making only $31.5 
million, a small frac-
tion of its $150 million 
budget. This leads me to 
believe that the film has 
had trouble connecting 
with audiences, which is 
the exact opposite effect 
the executives in holly-
wood have hoped for, 
betting on distant future 
franchise revivals such as 
Jurassic World and Star 
Wars: The Force Awak-
ens. These films were met 
with critical skepticism, 
with Jurassic World suf-
fering from its weak sto-
ryline and characters and 
with Star Wars suffering 
from its unoriginality. 
Still, both had much 
more successful opening 
weekends than Blade 
Runner 2049. Blade Run-
ner 2049’s biggest differ-

ence from the other films 
mentioned is its R rating, 
which prevents a signif-
icant portion of the Star 
Wars and Jurassic World 
audiences from seeing 
it. But an R rating has 
not stopped films from 
succeeding; just look at 
crowd-pleaser Deadpool, 
which made over $100 
million over its opening 
weekend. This leads me 
to believe that Blade 
Runner 2049 will not 
be particularly fun, but 
will be a philosophically 
engaging and intriguing 
film. 

After Watching: Like 
the first film, Blade 
Runner 2049 is centered 
around the question of 
what is and what is not 
real, and the film is ex-
ceptional in its depiction 
of these themes. I was 
infatuated by its com-
plicated ideas and char-
acters much more than 
I expected to be. Nearly 
every aspect of the film 
compiles to create a host 

of disturbing existential 
questions that will stick 
with viewers long after 
the credits have rolled. 
The cinematography 
and production design 
of Blade Runner 2049 is 
second-to-none, and this 
incredible work makes 
the film’s depiction of the 
future even more dis-
turbing because it seems 
so real. Blade Runner 
2049 is a bold film, and 
it focuses so intently on 
creating its disturbing 
world and immerses 
viewers so well that it can 
become an unpleasant 
experience. The film also 
presents a deeply sexist 
evolution of society in 
which women are objec-
tified, and their rela-
tionships with men are 
problematic. It is unclear 
whether this is a result of 
sexism from the creative 
team (the director, writ-
ers, and producers are all 
male,) or if this unset-
tling and negative por-
trayal of women is meant 

to be a reflection of 
how the world of Blade 
Runner has marginalized 
women. The inability to 
make that distinction is 
a significant flaw with 
the film, although it does 
not make the film overtly 

‘bad.’ If you are easily un-
settled, you should avoid 
this film. However, if you 
can stomach disturbing 
ideas and imagery, Blade 
Runner 2049 is worth the 
2 hours and 43 minutes.

By Andy Gagliardi

By Jerry Okina

Across
4. Science teacher
8. Computer Science teacher
10. Physical Education teacher
11. Computer Science teacher
13. Mathematics teacher
14. Science teacher
15. Mathematics teacher

"Blade Runner 2049" is now showing in theaters.

Claire Daly/Scribe
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Features
Horoscopes

Scorpio:
 The shift to Autumn 

will bring changes for ascen-
dent Scorpios this month. 
The lengthening days may cut 
your activities short, so make 
space for reflection. Jupiter 
starts a long stay in your sign 
as the holidays begin, so be 
open to wisdom from your 
friends and family. Remember, 
there’s always someone you can 
rely on. As passionate Venus 
replaces thoughtful Mercury in 
your sign, you may find your-
self acting less rationally, but 
never fear! Your emotional side 
could lead you in exciting new 
directions, so don’t be afraid to 
listen to your heart. The Sun’s 
on your side this month, so go 
seize the warm days while they 
last!

Musical Vibe: Sunny Duet 
by Noname

Sagittarius:
Prepare yourselves; life is 

about to get a lot more inter-
esting. In the last few months, 
things may have been heating 
up in school, friendships, or 
romance. Wherever the chaos 
is in your life, you’ll have to 
get a tighter grip. You can’t let 
other people drag you along 
into their drama. Control your 
own life. Don’t lose yourself in 
the crazy of the world! 

Musical Vibe: Bad Moon 
Rising by Creedence Clearwa-
ter Revival

Capricorn:
 While November 

promises to be a bright month 
for Capricorn, watch out for 
dark clouds hanging over you. 
Some problems might seek 
to distract you from living a 
happy life. As the Moon passes 
Pluto early in the month, you 
may feel yourself reaching out 
for others, so let your friends 
bring some sunshine back into 
your life. 

Musical Vibe: One More 
Love Song by Mac Demarco

Aquarius:
 November’s set to be a 

month of adventure. A search 
for new friends could bring 
you closer to some sponta-
neous and daring people. See 
what they can teach you and 
don’t be afraid to open up to 
them. Bonds form when we 
start trusting others and being 
confident in who we are. Give 
into your curious side and go 
where the flow takes you. 

Musical Vibe: A Little Help 
From My Friends by Joe Cock-
er

Pisces:
 Things are moving too 

fast. School is hectic, the wind 
is picking up, and simple is just 
not a word that describes your 
life right now. Time to take a 
step back and figure things out. 
Ground yourself in nature and 
try looking at problems from 
different perspectives. You can 
work it all out!

Musical Vibe: Sunday 

Morning by Maroon 5

Aries:
 You can expect a spike 

in energy and motivation 
soon. You don’t have to go out 
and run a marathon, but don’t 
waste your mojo! Find those 
things that you’ve been want-
ing to do but are dropping off 
of your list of priorities. Soak 
up the remaining sun of the 
year and enjoy!

Musical Vibe: Vanille Fraise 
by L’Imperatrice

Taurus:
 Prepare for a dramatic 

power struggle early in No-
vember. This will result in a 
need to take a couple steps 
back and examine certain 
aspects of your life. You’ll also 
want to stay away from peer 
pressure and material urges. 
Connect with your spiritual 
side and stay grounded! Try 
some yoga, go for a hike, and 
make sure to keep your close 
friends nearby. 

Musical Vibe: Heart it Races 
by Dr. Dog

Gemini:
 This month will have 

you feeling super smart and 
confident, so show it off! Help 
your friends out with your wise 
advice and help yourself by lis-
tening to what they have to say 
too. You may have slight com-
munications problems with a 
friend or acquaintance but try 
your best to explain clearly and 
concisely. And finally, towards 
the end of the month, you can 

shake that lethargy loose and 
let your productivity shine 
through.

Musical Vibe: Soy Yo by 
Bomba Estereo

Cancer:
 It’s all about evaluation 

for November! Sort through 
your habits, both good and 
bad, and decide which make 
you happy and healthy and 
which just slow you down. 
If the bad habits tally higher 
than the good, then take your 
time to really work on yourself. 
Relax, hang with friends, and 
start to immerse yourself in the 
fall holiday spirit.

Musical Vibe: Bad Habit by 
The Kooks

Leo:
 Stay sweet! Someone or 

something may really be both-
ering you, but just laugh it off 
and kill ‘em with kindness. The 
laughs will only bring good 
vibes and great times for you 
this month. Take it easy and 
go with the flow, but be sure to 
stay active and energetic. Don’t 
let the shorter days throw you 
off!

Musical Vibe: And Be 
Loved by Damian Marley

Virgo 
 Ch-ch-ch-changes! 

That’s what you Virgos need 
this month. Change some-
thing small or large. You’ve 
been connecting with a special 
someone recently, but no need 
to rush! It’s great to be eager, 
but take it step by step, and 

by the end of the month that 
someone is bound to recipro-
cate your feelings. Combine 
that with your urge for creativ-
ity this month; museum trips 
and art sessions are great ways 
to connect.

Musical Vibe: Changes by 
David Bowie

Libra:
 Smell that? That’s free-

dom! Whatever or whoever has 
been holding you back, it’s time 
to let them go. You’ve been 
dragging that baggage around 
for too long and it’s getting 
in your way. You know you’re 
strong, beautiful, and valued, 
so don’t let anyone or anything 
convince you otherwise. Open 
your wings and fly!

Musical Vibe: Under Pres-
sure by David Bowie

Aquarius: January 20-Febru-
ary 18

Pisces: February 19-March 
20

Aries: March 21-April 19
Taurus: April 20-May 20
Gemini: May 21-June 20
Cancer: June 21-July 22
Leo: July 23-August 22
Virgo: August 23-September 

22
Libra: September 23-October 

22
Scorpio: October 23-Novem-

ber 21
Sagittarius: November 

22-December 21
Capricorn: December 

22-January 19

By Sage Mata and Luna 
Garnet

By Jerry Okina

Across
4. Science teacher
8. Computer Science teacher
10. Physical Education teacher
11. Computer Science teacher
13. Mathematics teacher
14. Science teacher
15. Mathematics teacher

Down
1. Physical Education teacher
2. Former Performing Arts teacher
3. Performing Arts teacher
5. English, Social Studies, Paideia teacher
6. Mandarin teacher
7. Physical Education teacher
9. Social Science teacher
10. English teacher
12. Science teacher

Oakland Tech Energy 
Conservation Challenge 

By Sekayi 
Bardell

Its that time 
of the year again 
for Oakland Tech 
to participate in 
the annual energy 
conservation chal-
lenge. What is this 
competition you 
ask? This compe-
tition is a 3-week 
challenge for K-12 
schools served by 
Pacific Gas and 
Electric (PG&E) 
to compete to save 
electricity during 
October 26th - 
November 15th. 
Now why should 
we participate in 
this event? Like 

most buildings, en-
ergy conservation 
opportunities can 
be found in schools 
too. Engaging 
students, teachers, 
& staff on energy 
conservation has 
many benefits, 
including: Saving 
money through 
smarter energy 
use, Reducing 
carbon emissions 
from your school's 
energy use, pre-
paring students for 
careers in the green 
economy, and there 
is even opportunity 
for students to win 
cash prizes! Last 
year Oakland Tech 
placed in 42nd 

place with only a 
few schools placing 
lower than us. This 
year students in 
Mr.Senn’s AP Envi-
ronmental class are 
rallying together to 
create more of an 
effort to conserve 
energy. Starting 
the first Friday of 
the competition, 
students are com-
ing to classrooms 
after school (if the 
teacher agrees to it) 
to unplug all elec-
tronics so that the 
electronics don't 
waste energy over 
the weekend. But 
more needs to be 
done. Students can 
only do so much 

when it comes to 
conserving the 
schools energy. 
Teachers play an 
essential role in 
how much energy 
the school uses. So 
encourage teachers 
to turn off lights 
during peak sun-
light hours, and if 
they can, possibly 
use their projectors 
less. Every little bit 
of energy counts 
so whether it's just 
unplugging a com-
puter, or teaching a 
class outside, any-
thing helps. Let's 
conserve some 
energy!
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(NorCal Wildfires continued from page 1)

12 because of potential health 
concerns.  A red-flag warning, 
the highest fire warning in Cal-
ifornia, was also in place in the 
Oakland hills for the majority 
of the week, meaning that the 
dry air and high winds created 
dangerous environments for 
fires to start. 

This has been the worst fire 

disaster in California’s modern 
history. Although the extent of 
the damage is still unknown, 
42 deaths have been confirmed, 
and Cal Fires estimates that 
over 245,000 acres have burned 
and 8,400 structures have been 
destroyed. While addressing 
a town-hall meeting in Santa 
Rosa, Governor Jerry Brown 

described the wildfires as “one 
of the greatest tragedies Cali-
fornia has ever faced...a horror 
no one could have imagined.” 
In fact, the Sonoma County 
Tubbs fire alone has broken the 
record for the most destructive 
wildfire in California’s history. 
President Trump approved a 
major disaster declaration for 

California, which allows the 
Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA) to pro-
vide additional federal funding 
and resources for relief and 
rebuilding. 

If you would like to help 
fire victims, donations can 
be made to the Napa Valley 
Community Foundation, the 

American Red Cross, Napa 
Humane, Sonoma Humane 
Society, and the North Bay Fire 
Relief. These organizations are 
currently looking for monetary 
donations. 

(Tragedy Strikes Las Vegas continued from page 1)
has been enough to make peo-
ple never want to see it again. 
America seems to be one of 
few countries that do not take 
initiative to actually make that 
happen.

 The United States 
requires only a background 

check before you buy a gun at a 
store, and less than 1 percent of 
people are denied the purchase 
of the gun. Gun shows do not 
even require a background 
check.  In Japan, to get a gun, 
you have to attend a gun class, 
pass a written test, a shooting 

range test, a mental health test, 
a drug test, and a background 
check. This must all be retaken 
every three years, the police in-
spect the gun once a year, and 
you are required to provide 
police with specific documen-
tation of where the gun and 

ammo are kept in your home 
(locked and separated from 
each other). You can also only 
buy shotguns and air rifles. 

Japan had 11 deaths in 2008. 
The United States of America 
had more than 12,000. Gun 
control has been proven to 

work, as we see all over the 
world. In fact, we are so behind 
as Americans, that being killed 
with a gun is as likely as dying 
from a car crash in the US.

needed to fulfill their A 
through G requirements to 
graduate.

But, the official reason the 
district fired her was because 
“Oakland Tech is under en-

rolled.” This was pretty ironic 
given the fact that Oakland 
Tech has overcrowded classes 
and a wait list. Apparently, we 
were thirteen students short 
of being able to fund Ms. 

Trawick's salary.
The good news is Oakland 

Tech did what it does best: 
the community rallied around 
its member and fought for 
Ms.Travick to stay. At lunch 

on September 26th, there was 
a meeting where students 
and faculty could voice their 
concerns to a district represen-
tative. The passionate outcry of 
the Tech community coupled 

with the threat of a student 
walkout the following day 
forced the district to make the 
decision to keep the Oakland 
Tech Dance Program and its 
founder, Sonja Travick.

(Ms. Travick Article continued from page 1)

(SAT/ACT Stress continued from Page 2)
classes or 

getting tutored. 
Junior Miya 
Iwashita says, 
“I’m stressed 
about it, partial-
ly because my 
score is import-
ant to colleges 
and also because 
I don’t really 
know what I’m 
supposed to be 
doing to prep 
for it.” Many 
students have 
similar senti-
ments towards 
the tests.

Because so 

many students at 
Tech are un-
aware of how to 
best prepare for 
these tests, here 
are some study 
tips. An orga-
nization at UC 
Berkeley called 
the People’s Test 
Preparation 
Services (PTPS) 
offers free SAT 
prep classes to 
Bay Area high 
school students. 
Although the 
fall session has 
already begun, 
enrollment for 

the 10-week 
spring session 
will open in 
mid-to-late 
January. Class-
es are held 
Tuesdays and 
Thursdays after 
school at Tech 
or on Saturdays 
and Sundays at 
UC Berkeley. 
PTPS also is 
holding one day 
workshops on 
February 25 and 
April 15 where 
students can go 
and get help on 
the topics they 

need to work on. 
Registration for 
these is already 
open. Other 
ways to study 
are to get SAT 
or ACT prac-
tice books and 
study on your 
own, or to hire 
a tutor. Oakland 
Tech, however, 
does not provide 
study help for 
the ACT.

While SAT 
and ACT scores 
are important in 
college applica-
tions because 

they allow col-
leges to compare 
all applicants 
on the same 
criterion, many 
colleges also 
look at GPAs, 
transcripts, 
letters of recom-
mendation, per-
sonal essays, and 
extracurricular 
activities. The 
purpose of these 
tests is to evalu-
ate where each 
student would 
fit best, so try 
not to stress out 
too much!

Dia De Los Muertos Exhibit
By Rosemary Grout

Every late October, the 
Latinx community of Oakland 
prepares for Dia de los Muer-
tos, or Day of the Dead. This 
fall, as you enter the Oakland 
Museum of California, you 
are greeted by a large beautiful 
mural of monarch butterflies. 
This is the beginning of the 

biennial celebration of Dia 
de los Muertos. The exhibit 
is titled “Metamorphosis and 
Migration,” and is themed on 
the life cycle and migration of 
the monarch butterfly. These 
orange speckled butterflies are 
associated with the spirits of 
the dead, because they return 
to Mexico and the Southwest 
in great flocks in the fall. The 

exhibit itself is a series of of-
rendas by local artists. 

There is a larger than life 
calavera, or skull, that is rem-
iniscent of the journey to the 
United States. There is a series 
of paintings of candles, and a 
wall full of origami butterflies. 
Two artists created a 20-ft tall 
ship mast covered in white 
shrouds and handwritten notes 

to memorialize the lives lost 
in last year’s Ghost Ship Fire. 
The artists explore the different 
symbols of ofrendas such as 
the traditional marigold flower, 
pan de muerto, and papel pica-
do. Pan de muerto, or Bread of 
the Dead, is sweet rolls left on 
the ofrendas for the returning 
spirits to nourish themselves 
with. Typically the ofrendas are 

decorated with papel picado, 
the colorful and delicate paper 
cut outs of stylized skeletons.  
The exhibit is a beautiful cel-
ebration of life and death and 
runs through January 14th. 
Admission is free for students 
under 18 on Friday nights, 
otherwise it is $5. 

Meet Bobo! Oakland Tech's mascot has been making              
appearances at events like the homecoming rally and football 

games.

Natalie Barr/Scribe


