
English 4 CP--Summer Assignment  
 
Directions: each incoming senior must read one of the following books and complete the 
assignment that accompanies it. 
 
The Book Thief by Markus Zusak—critics rave about this book, for how could a story so full 
of death (the narrator) also be so funny and profoundly moving. It tells the tragic yet inspiring 
story of Liesel Meminger, who commits an act of theft at her brother’s graveside that marks not 
only the beginning of her career as the book thief, but the point of departure for her 
transformation from innocence to experience, from captivity to liberation.  
 
Assignment: Trace Liesel’s transformation from beginning to end, focusing the way in which 
literacy ultimately helps liberate her from a past that might have destroyed her. As you read, 
gather 10-12 pieces of direct evidence from the text to support your responses. Then explain 
each piece of evidence by providing a close reading that includes important details. If you are not 
sure what this involves, pay careful attention to the example for the first question below. The 
evidence must include a page number and span the whole length of the book so be patient and 
prudent about the evidence you choose, for it should be worthy your precious summer time, not a 
waste of it. 
 
Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates—the importance of this book should not be 
underestimated, for it picks up where James Baldwin leaves off, attacking the more insidious and 
dishonest aspects of “white culture” and the fiction of “white privilege” that even today seeks to 
possess “black bodies” not just physically, but in mind and spirit. 
 
Assignment: Since this book is inherently political in the sense that it seeks to understand why 
the need to “secure the body” is so important for people of African American descent, your 
assignment is to trace Coates argument, which takes the form of a letter written to his son, from 
beginning to end to understand through careful analysis why the struggle itself to control one’s 
body and mind is so crucial to liberation, and what the author is ultimately trying to reveal not 
only about a society that refuses to grant people of color the right to exist, but what is required 
from those who have been refused that right. In order to do this, you will need to gather 10-12 
pieces of evidence that support the theme[s] established above and write them down in 
accordance with the model provided on the back. Then, on the right hand side of the paper, you 
will provide a close reading in which you will analyze the author’s arguments by explaining 
what he says, what he means by this, and why this matters.  
 
Be sure to follow both the model on the back of this sheet when you do this and MLA format as 
indicated in the example. 
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The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 

 

Liesel was sure her mother carried the memory of him, 
slung over her shoulder. She dropped him. She saw his 
feet and legs and body slap the platform.  
How could that woman walk?  
How could she move? 
That’s the sort of thing I’ll never know or 
comprehend—what humans are capable of. (25) 
 

Death admires the strength of human beings. He notices 
how strong Liesel’s mother is, and marvels that she is 
still able not only to walk, but to carry her son off the 
train so soon after he dies. He says he will “never know 
or comprehend” the things people are “capable of” 
because he cannot feel what people feel, what Liesel 
feels at this moment when everything she loves is being 
taken from her. Maybe, in this sense, Liesel’s struggle is 
with memory itself and the way in which inner pain can 
be so paralyzing and heavy that even Death cannot 
“know or comprehend” how people like Liesel or her 
mother can cope much less choose to continue.. 
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Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates 

 

 
“In think back on those boys now and all I see is fear, 
and all I see is them girding themselves against the 
ghosts of those bad old days when the Mississippi mob 
gathered ‘round their grandfathers so that the branches 
of the black body might be torched and then cut away.” 
(14) 
 

 

The author seems to understand that the violence he 
grew up with in Baltimore is connected to the violence 
and fear his ancestors experienced in the South. He says 
of young men running the streets were “girding 
themselves against the ghosts” of the past when they, 
like the bigoted mob, sought to take possession of the 
lives of other black men, as if by doing so, “the branches 
of the black body might be torched and then cut way” so 
that, either way, the violence becomes a means to avoid 
a truth associated with despair.. 
 

 

 

Notice how the close reading begins by focusing on what the author says or understands. Notice also how key 
details from the quote are worked in and quoted in the analysis to improve focus and rhetorical effect ( 
persuasiveness of the argument). Finally, take note of how the final comment implicitly addresses the question of 
why this matters. 

	


