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Who is Sigma Pi Alpha Sorority, Inc.?

Sigma Pi Alpha is a Chicana/Latina based sorority that was founded in 1996 at the University of California at Berkeley.  We are a sorority that emphasizes campus involvement, community service and sisterhood.  Within these three components we stress academics, the promotion of higher education, and the enhancement of our Chicana/Latina heritage.  Our Greek letters, , were selected by our founding mothers to symbolize our Chicana/Latina heritage by spelling (ella), meaning she/her in the Spanish language.  We are a non-profit grassroots organization and have chosen not to affiliate with the Greek system. Currently, Sigma Pi Alpha Sorority, Inc. has nine chapters: Founding/Alpha Chapter at UC Berkeley, Beta Chapter at UC Riverside, Gamma Chapter at UC Santa Cruz, Delta Chapter at San Francisco State, Epsilon Chapter at Cal State San Bernardino, Zeta Chapter at UC Davis, Eta Chapter at Cal State Sacramento, Theta Chapter at Sonoma State , Iota Chapter at UC San Diego, Kappa Chapter at Cal State Los Angeles and Sigma Chapter our eternal Chapter.

What is The Sigma Pi Alpha Sorority, Inc. Scholarship Fund?

The Sigma Pi Alpha Sorority, Inc. Scholarship Fund was designed by the sisters of Sigma Pi Alpha Sorority, Inc.  The scholarship is awarded to a Chicana/Latina woman with the same dedication to academics and our community as the sisters of Sigma Pi Alpha Sorority, Inc.  Our Alpha Chapter provides two (2) ambitious, hardworking women with an award of $500 for first the first prize recipient. And a $300 award for our runner up. 

Eligibility

· Be of Chicana/Latina background
· Be a High School Senior with a Grade Point Average (GPA) of at least 2.5 on a 4.0 scale.

· Will attend a junior college, vocational school or a four-year institution in the fall semester of 2010

· U.S. Citizenship or Permanent Residency is not a requirement for this scholarship and will not be reviewed in considering.

Selection – Applications are evaluated on the following:
· Academic Achievement (including GPA, Awards, Honors)

· Letter of  recommendation (from a teacher, supervisor, advisor, etc., but not from a 
      family member)

· Personal Statement

· Community Involvement

· Financial Need

Your Application Packet Must Include:

1. Transcript including all academic grades up to the fall semester of 2009
2. Letter of recommendation addressing the following:
· Current academic status

· Academic and extracurricular achievements

· Personal qualities such as motivation, leadership and commitment

· Potential for future success and contributions to your community

3. Personal Statement- a required two-page typed essay in which you address:

·  Heritage (family background, parentage, etc.)

· Personal and academic achievements, giving specific examples

· Academic plans and career goals, giving specific examples

· Past and current efforts, as well as future plans, toward making a difference in your community

4. An optional photograph of yourself is requested in order for Sigma Pi Alpha Sorority, Inc. to identify its scholarship applicants better.

Important Dates

· Application Available: February 22, 2010

· Applications Due: April 1, 2010 (postmarked)
· Interviews: Between the dates of  April 7-April 9, 2010 

· Notification: April 13, 2010

· Sigma Pi Alpha Sorority, Inc. Alpha Chapter Banquet May 2, 2010 

Notes

· This application may be photocopied for distribution

· Application packets must be mailed (postmarked) to Sigma Pi Alpha Sorority, Inc.  by 
April 1, 2010 to the following address:

Sigma Pi Alpha Sorority, Inc. Scholarship Fund

2104 Sacramento St. 

Berkeley, Ca 94702
· You may contact Sigma Pi Alpha Sorority, Inc.  by:

E-mail: lizzya89@yahoo.com  or  rxysweet25@yahoo.com
Web site: Sigmapialpha.org

Sigma Pi Alpha Sorority, Inc. Scholarship Fund

Application Deadline: April 1, 2010

1. Name _________________________________  Social Security # ______-______-______

2. Mailing Address: Number & Street ____________________________  Apt. # ________

City ______________________________ State ____________ Zip Code _____________

3. Phone # (______) _______-___________ 4.   E-mail ______________________________

4. Date of Birth ______/______/______ 6.   Heritage ______________________________

5. Did either of your parents ever attend college? _________________________________

6. Current High School: Name __________________________________________________

City & State _____________________________________  GPA: ____________________

9. School attending in the fall 2007 ______________________________________________

10. Major or Intended Major ____________________________________________________

11. Your marital status ______________ 12.   Number of children you support _________

12. Parent’s current marital status ___________ 14.   # of Parents you live with ________

13. Mother’s full name ______________________________  Occupation ________________

Father’s full name _______________________________ Occupation ________________

16. # of children your parents support ____________________________________________

17. Annual income (Parents) $________________  Annual Income (Yours) $____________

18. Number of siblings in college and what college do they attend ___________________

___________________________________________________________________________

19. Unusual Expenses: (specify and explain) ______________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

20. Has your household had a significant income change in the last year?  (specify and explain)  ___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

21. Extra Curricular Activities and Awards:

Dates

Description

__________
__________________________________________________________

__________
__________________________________________________________

__________
__________________________________________________________

__________
__________________________________________________________

__________
__________________________________________________________

__________
__________________________________________________________

__________
__________________________________________________________

Sigma Pi Alpha Sorority, Inc. Scholarship Fund

Important Information and Instructions

· Please mail all items in one package to ensure that your application materials are received on time, by April 2, 2010 (not postdated).
· Please make sure to have your full name on each document you submit.

· Submit documents on white 8-1/2”X11” paper (except any official transcripts and recommendation letters.)

· You will be notified April 13, 2010 if you are awarded The Sigma Pi Alpha Sorority, Inc.  Scholarship.  You will be awarded your scholarship when Sigma Pi Alpha Sorority, Inc. receives a copy of your proof of college registration.

· The number of applications received greatly exceeds the number of available scholarships.

· Falsification of information may result in the termination of any scholarship granted.

Certification

Students must read and sign below to be eligible for consideration:

· I certify that all the information provided is complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge.

· I certify that I will be enrolled as a full-time college student and I am of Chicana/Latina origin.
· I give my high school consent to release to The Sigma Pi Alpha Sorority, Inc. Scholarship Fund any and all information that pertains to this application package including GPA and contact information.

· I understand that I must notify The Sigma Pi Alpha Sorority, Inc.  Scholarship Fund of any changes in my enrollment status; changes in full-time status may result in the cancellation of any award provided.

· I hereby acknowledge that it is my responsibility to keep The Sigma Pi Alpha Sorority, Inc.  Scholarship Fund informed of any address changes.

· I understand that application materials become property of The Sigma Pi Alpha Sorority, Inc. Scholarship Fund and cannot be returned.

· I hereby certify that I have read this application, and this Certification, and I accept all conditions specified.
Signature ______________________________________  Date ___________________ 






Thank you for applying to 

The Sigma Pi Alpha Sorority, Inc. Scholarship Fund.

We wish you success!

Mujeres con Cultura, Fuerza y Hermandad!

