
Oakland Technical High School ISSUE 1—February 2012 

    Scribe 
The 

Far West to  

Join Tech 
  

  Far West High School, a small 

public school in North Oakland, 

will join Oakland Technical High 

School next year.  With a current 

enrollment of around 220 students, 

Far West focuses on fashion, art, 

and design. 

  As part of its school closure 

plan adopted last fall, the Oakland 

School Board decided to merge the 

two schools. However, it has been 

determined that Far West will be 

preserved as a separate campus in 

Oakland Tech.   Far West will 

probably function as a new acade-

my, focusing on fashion.  Students 

in this academy will likely not 

have to travel to the current Oak-

land Tech campus unless they are 

enrolled in an AP class currently 

not offered at Far West.  Likewise, 

most current Oakland Tech stu-

dents are not expected to take clas-

ses next year on both campuses.  

   When asked, Oakland Tech Jun-

ior Class President Samuel Berris 

said he had “mixed feelings” about 

the Far West merger.  On the posi-

tive side, Berris said he liked “the 

fact that there will be a Fashion 

Academy available next year”.  
(Continued on page 3) 
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Club Word Scramble 
By Angela Chen 

Directions: Rearrange the letters in each scrambled phrase to figure out 

the name of a club at Oakland Technical High School. Note: There are 

no capital letters.  The Answer Key is upside down below this puzzle. 

1.) egle bulc            _____________     _____________       

2.) eky ucbl              _____________    _____________     

3.) bolunid               ______________________ 

4.) het ribsce            _____________    _____________     

5.) ticaertn lcbu              _____________   _____________     

6.) ayg gshtirta naeclila   _____________   _____________  _____________     

7.) ngnittik bluc         _____________    _____________     

8.)  namei cbul          _____________    _____________     

9.) teabed bcul          _____________    _____________     

10.) clabk esutdtn nouni   ____________   ____________   _____________     

11.) reaokybo ulcb          _____________   ___________ 

12.) epre alhteh dourtceas  ____________   ____________   ___________    

13.) ienoslapny culb    _____________    _____________     

Answers: 1. Glee Club 2. Key Club 3. Buildon 4. The Scribe 5. Interact Club 6. Gay Straight Alliance  

7. Knitting Club 8. Anime Club 9. Debate Club 10. Black Student Union 11. Yearbook Club 12. Peer Health 

Educators 13. Polynesian Club 

Join the School Newspaper! 

The Scribe is looking for new writers,  

photographers and cartoonists.   

All are welcome, no previous experience required.   

Contact us at:  

thescribenewspaper@gmail.com  
Or come to our meetings on Mondays after school in 

Room 239 @ 3:45 PM  

(they are included in the announcements.) reasonablywell-julia.blogspot.com 

Spring Sports 
 It’s time for the spring sports sea-

son! Don’t forget to sign up for 

your favorite sport.  If you don’t 

play a sport, you may want to try 

going to a game to cheer on the 

Bulldogs! 

 The Scribe is particularly looking 

for reporters to write about the 

spring sports season and photogra-

phers to get us pictures of all the 

great action. 

 Congratulations to the Boys and 

Girls Cross Country teams for 

their league championship sea-

sons! 

 For more information on the suc-

cess of our Tech teams, check out 

the athletics page at http://

oaklandtech.com/staff/athletics/ 

More Information 

on Seismic Safety 

If you wish to find out more about 

seismic safety at Oakland Tech or 

in general check out these terrific 

sites: 
 

http://projects.californiawatch.org/

earthquakes/school-safety/school/

oakland/oakland-technical-high/ 
 

You can look up some of the pro-

jects in question by entering the 

codes 102744, 104148, and 

100490 at the project tracker 

found  at https://

www.apps.dgs.ca.gov/tracker/

Appno.aspx 
 

Other useful sites: 
http://www.fema.gov/hazard/

earthquake/   

http://www.usgs.gov/ 

http://www.ready.gov 

By Caleb Smith 
 Although some earthquake retro-

fit work has been completed at 

Oakland Tech, a California investi-

gative group says some of the 

school’s structures may not be seis-

mically safe. The possible problems 

with earthquake safety concern 

some students as Oakland Tech lies 

close to the San Andreas and Hay-

ward faults that could cause power-

ful quakes. 

 According to California Watch, a 

group that investigated seismic 

safety in California schools, several 

structures at Tech may have prob-

lems with their earthquake safety 

certifications and may be in need of 

structural upgrades.  The group’s 

website indicates two older Tech 

structures that are “potentially haz-

ardous in an earthquake and in need 

of a detailed structural evaluation” 

and three other building projects 

that may not have the right earth-

quake safety paperwork.  Two older 

buildings with possible issues are 

15,000 and 23,700 square feet in 

size.  

 Oakland Tech Principal Sheilagh 

Andujar thought that one of the 

buildings needing retrofit may be 

the auditorium building. The three 

newer projects that lacked proper 

documentation were the football 

field lights, the construction of 

four “Relocatable Class-

rooms” (probably portables) in 

about 1999, and the movement of 

two “Relocatable Classrooms”.   

   Oakland Tech teacher and head 

of the Engineering Academy Par-

ker Merrill was confident about 

Oakland Tech’s seismic safety. 

Merrill noted that Oakland Tech 

had undergone retrofits in recent 

years and also a few decades ago 

(different sources disagree on 

when the earlier retrofits oc-

curred). Merrill also said that  

Oakland Tech has steel framing. 

“Between the work they did in 

the 1970’s and the work they did 

a few years ago, no one should be 

worried about being [at Oakland 

Tech] in an earthquake,” Merrill 

said.  

 Oakland Tech Principal Shei-

lagh Andujar was confident about 
(Continued on page 2) 
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Seismic Safety  

(Continued form Page 1) 

However, Berris was concerned 

about the effect of the merger on 

school community, saying “by 

doing this [merger], it’s taking 

away from the Tech community 

as a whole.” 

 Although Oakland Tech will 

have two campuses next year, 

both locations will be part of the 

same school.  Oakland Tech’s ad-

ministration is set to oversee both 

campuses. 

 The union of Oakland Tech and 

Far West offers many possibilities 

and challenges.  The students of 

both schools may now benefit 

from programs and classes previ-

ously offered only at the other 

school.  Also, some existing clubs 

may be able to recruit new mem-

bers from the other school.  How-

ever, many details of the merger 

remain unclear: How will the 

merger occur? How will overlap-

ping clubs and teams be integrat-

ed? How can the academic depart-

ments of both schools be com-

bined? Is it possible for a school 

where some students rarely visit 

other parts of the school to main-

tain school spirit and unity? 

Far West 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Oakland Tech Rules! 

By Jonah Taranta-Slack  

and Liam Barney 
 Undoubtedly, Andrew Niccol 

once again created a masterpiece 

with his most recent movie, In 

Time. It is set in a dystopian future 

where people only age to 25, but 

are genetically engineered to die 

exactly one year later unless they 

can acquire more “time”. In this 

society, “time” is not only what 

keeps you alive; it is also a curren-

cy. A cup of coffee may cost 5 

minutes, and therefore it takes 5 

minutes off of your lifespan.  

 One man, Will Salas (Justin 

Timberlake) takes it upon himself 

to rid society of its corruption and 

put an end to the great disparity 

between the rich and the poor. 

When Salas finds himself as the 

main suspect in a murder case, he 

is forced to take a hostage.  This 

hostage is Sylvia Weiss (Amanda 

Seyfried), the daughter of one of 

the world’s richest men. Together 

they find themselves struggling 

against time to end this brutal sys-

tem, where many die young and a 

few may live indefinitely. 

 Timberlake, a former pop star 

accredited with bringing sexy back 

and CEO of internet giant Napster, 

turns in a remarkably convincing 

performance by mixing jaw drop-

ping action scenes with refined yet 

raw emotion. Seyfried again 

shows that she lacks the talents to 

be a Hollywood star. Her acting 

is stiff and generally poor, with a 

personality like Teflon. Despite 

her failures, the rest of cast suc-

ceeds without her.  For example, 

Vincent Kartheiser from Mad 

Men plays a superb villain. 

 This is not Niccol’s first power-

house film. Films like the epic 

Gattaca and the Nicholas Cage 

driven Lord of War can all be at-

tributed to his directing prowess. 

As a screenwriter he has accom-

plished such gargantuan feats 

such as The Truman Show and 

S1m0ne. For In Time, Niccol 

writes an exciting screenplay, and 

directs the film flawlessly. His 

usual gritty yet beautiful charm 

shines through once again in the 

masterpiece. The only critique of 

Niccol is his inclusion of Seyfried 

in the cast. Other than that, this is 

his best film of date. 

 The film looks fabulous. The 

settings are wide open, with a 

stark modernity. The film only 

used a small color palette of blues 

and blacks, a lot like Blade Run-

ner. The ending will satisfy you 

and leave you wanting a sequel. 

This is arguably the best movie of 

2011. This movie will appeal to 

anyone who enjoys a good sci-

ence fiction drama.  

Guest contributions to this article 

by Trevor Zhong 

By Sammi Chen and Angela Chen 
 Welcome to the Featured Star 

Corner. Our goal is to track down 

people from Oakland Technical 

High School who deserve to be 

better known!  Oakland Tech is 

brimming with many interesting 

people, and we want to choose one 

special person (staff OR student) 

to feature in the newspaper! Do 

you have a person to suggest? 

Please contact us and we will do 

our best to investigate this star.   

 

FEATURED:  

Mr. Clarence Harris 
  

 As you exit the field after run-

ning, you decide to take a sip from 

the water fountain. You take a 

glance at the portables and see a 

teacher outside of Room A-5. You 

may wonder… who is this teach-

er? Although he may look like an 

average man at first glance, Mr. 

Harris is actually a really talented 

person. He is the head of the Math 

department at Oakland Tech, and 

teaches Pre-Calculus and Calculus 

AB and BC. Originally from New 

Orleans, Mr. Harris went to U.C. 

Berkeley, and graduated with a 

degree in math and an on going 

love for the Golden Bears. Before 

he taught at Oakland Tech, he 

taught at Westlake Middle School. 

 Besides his fiery passion for 

math (can you believe his e-mail 

is a math formula)  he enjoys: 

- competing in chess tournaments 

(he even started the Oakland 

Tech Chess Club), 

- watching his favorite football 

team (the Green Bay Packers),  

- and tutoring his students after 

school.  

 He is also known for having a 

kind heart, helping others with 

their math, and brightening his 

classes with his witty sense of 

humor!  

 Student: “Mr. Harris, did you 

cry in ‘Titanic’?” 

 Mr. Harris: “NO! They didn't 

drown fast enough!” 

 And there you have it! His hu-

mor runs wild once again! To get 

to know Mr. Harris, run over to 

Room A-5 and talk about vanilla 

ice cream, football, or his dislike 

for Stanford.   You'll soon realize 

he is a great person!  

In Time:   Worth your time 

Correction: 

In last year’s edition of The Scribe, an 

opinion piece on Oakland Technical 

High School’s diversity mischaracterized 

the diversity of a music class.  Mr. Byrd 

says his music classes are diverse. 

Have a correction? Please contact us! 

Featured Star  

Corner:  

Clarence 

Harris 

Sammi Chen/ Scribe  

Bulldog from Tech Website 

Oakland Tech’s safety. “I think 

it’s extremely seismically safe,” 

Andujar said. Andujar stressed 

that “earthquake preparedness is 

very essential,” and that Oakland 

Tech is ready for an earthquake. 

However, Andujar noted that 

there may be an issue with the 

football field lighting.  

 Oakland Tech students were 

somewhat less confident about 

the seismic safety of their school. 

9th grader Brennen Lee thought 

that Oakland Tech was 

“relatively safe,” but did not 

have much to say on the matter. 

9th grader Emunti Herrera 

thought that Oakland Tech was 

“pretty safe,” but when asked 

how he thought Oakland Tech 

would hold up in a major earth-

quake he said “I dunno.” 

 Some seismic retrofit work is 

apparently planned for Tech. A 

proposed $1 million retrofit pro-

ject was submitted in December 

2011 for review by the State Ar-

chitect, but at the time was not 

contracted for. Andujar stated 

that this proposed retrofit of 

Oakland Tech may be funded by 

an upcoming bond proposal.  

The retrofit may fix any issues 

with Oakland Tech’s seismic 

safety, but also suggests that 

some issues do remain.  


