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Crash of  

the Titan 
By Cecilia Seiter 

 On April 15th, 1912, the world 

mourned the loss of over 1,500 

people who died at sea when the 

“unsinkable” RMS Titanic sank.  

2012 marks not only the one-

hundredth anniversary of the sink-

ing, but the year that thousands of 

memorials will be held in honor of 

those whose stories have been for-

gotten.  The passenger ship Titan-

ic hit an iceberg and sank during 

her maiden voyage from South-

ampton to New York City.  She 

was the largest man-made ma-

chine of her time, equipped with 

rudders so huge it required steer-

ing engines to move them.  This 

massive ship carried 20 lifeboats, 

enough to carry only about one 

third of her 3,339 passengers and 

crew.  Since many of the lifeboats 

were only half full when 

launched, thousands were left 

stranded on the deck of the sink-

ing ship. Due to the strict “women 

and children only” policy fol-

lowed by the officers, most of the 

victims were men, most of whom 

travelled in third or “steerage” 

class.  However, many first and 

second class passengers also lost 

their lives, including John Jacob 

Astor IV, the richest man on the 

ship. 

 As vividly depicted in James 

Cameron’s 1997 film Titanic 

(which re-opened in theaters April 

6th), Titanic’s passengers were 

distinctly divided by social stand-

ing.  First class passengers en-

joyed a swimming pool, gymnasi-

um, veranda café, ornate wood 

paneling and expensive furniture. 

Third-class passengers, on the 

other hand, shared pine-paneled 

rooms with two to nine other 

people.  Washing facilities were 

limited – there were only two 

bathrooms for 706 steerage pas-

sengers.  All three classes were 

segregated from each other.   

 The wreck of Titanic was 

found by a French-American ex-

pedition in September 1985.  Lat-

er investigations have given us an 
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Save the World- Go 

Shopping 
By Carmen Zheng 

 When purchasing an item at a 

store or supermarket, wouldn’t it 

make you feel better to know that 

your purchases would benefit the 

world? Organizations and charities 

do not just accept donations from 

ordinary citizens, but you can help 

charities  thanks to companies such 

as Aeropostale, Staples, Yoplait, 

and others that assist numerous 

foundations.  Here are just a few 

companies you can help to lend a 

hand locally and worldwide. 

 While you are at a mall shopping 

for a new pair of jeans, you proba-

bly still have multiple pairs still sit-

ting in your closet that you don’t 

wear.  Maybe you no longer fit 

them, or the style is simply outdat-

ed.  However, there is someone else 

who would be grateful simply to 

have a pair of pants that are not 

damaged or badly worn.  The 

great thing is, at certain times of 

the year, Aeropostale, a clothing 

store, promotes its “Teens for 

Jeans” campaign.  Anyone can 

drop an old pair of jeans at any 

Aeropostale store nationwide, 

and it is guaranteed that those 

jeans will be given to a homeless 

teen somewhere in the United 

States.  If you donate a pair of 

jeans, new or used, to Teens for 

Jeans, you also receive 25% off 

your next denim purchase.  You 

can even sign up to start your 

own Teens for Jeans campaign at 

your school or community to 

help out even more (go to Aero-

postale.com for details). The 

2012 campaign ended late Feb-

ruary, so save  your jeans to do-

nate next year!  

(Continued on pg. 4) 
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 Shopping for new school sup-

plies at Staples does not seem 

charitable, but recently, Staples 

launched its “Foundation for 

Learning” and “Recycle for Edu-

cation” campaigns. Both pro-

grams raise money for education 

and teach kids the importance of 

recycling to help the environ-

ment.  Staples will also donate $3 

to your school for every old ink 

and toner cartridge you recycle at 

the store.  When you buy an 

“Easy Button” at any Staples 

store, proceeds from these sales 

will be donated to the Boys & 

Girls Club of America to help 

youth stay off the streets. Just last 

year, over $1 million was 

raised.  Do you have a Twitter 

account?  Follow Staples at 

@StaplesTweets, and for every 

follower, $1 will be given to 

charities like Ashoka, Earth 

Force, or Taking IT Global.   

Keep your eyes open- you might 

be able to help the world as well 

as yourself next time you shop 

‘til you drop! 

Junior 

Prom  

Canceled 
By Leila Rad 

 After months of abundant ru-

mors and speculation, Oakland 

Tech’s Junior Prom was cancelled 

on April 19th. Abysmal ticket 

sales, amounting to only 30 tick-

ets, prompted the Prom’s cancela-

tion.   The sale of 30 tickets did 

not approach the minimum num-

ber of tickets sales, which was re-

duced from 200 to 150 at different 

points in the school year.  Last 

year, a little over 100 students at-

tended Junior Prom.  

 Circulating rumors that the prom 

was going to be cancelled discour-

aged more students from buying 

tickets who were on the fence 

about it. Earlier in the year, some 

juniors discussed having the Prom 

in the gym to reduce ticket prices.  

This idea was met with firm oppo-

sition from the Junior Class. This 

reporter believes that if students 

were told that this was the only 

way to have any Junior Prom at 

all, they would have reconsidered 

their initial resistance.  

 On April 18th, multiple juniors 

who went to go buy their tickets at 

lunch were turned away and told 

that the prom was canceled for 

certain.  

(Continued on pg. 2)  
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explanation on how the disaster 

happened.  As the ship hit an 

iceberg on the starboard side, the 

ice punched holes through the 

steel hull, causing water to flow 

in and flood six compartments. 

Strained with the enormous 

pressure of the sinking bow, the 

middle section of the ship split 

in the middle.  This left the stern 

sticking up in the air until it also 

became detached and sank to the 

bottom.  Elmer Z. Taylor, a sur-

vivor who watched the scene 

from a lifeboat, later recalled, 

“The cracking sound, quite audi-

ble a quarter of a mile away, was 

due, in my opinion, to [the] tear-

ing of the ship's plates apart, or 

that part of the hull below the 

expansion joints, thus breaking the 

back at a point almost midway 

[down] the length of the ship.” 

 One-hundred years later, the 

world has still not forgotten this 

incredible catastrophe.  To mark 

the anniversary, several compa-

nies hosted memorial cruises to 

the site where Titanic sank, and 

many television networks released 

documentaries detailing the rivet-

ing story of the ship’s loss.  The 

anniversary also intensified dis-

putes among researchers on how 

best to explore the wreck while 

respecting the tragedy that hap-

pened there and the bodies that 

may remain entombed in the 

wreckage. 
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Cancelled Prom 

Shows Need For 

 Reform 
By Caleb Smith 

 A series of unfortunate events 

that should have been prevented 

forced the Junior Prom to be can-

celed.  We must implement re-

forms now to prevent these events 

from happening again.  However, 

it is even more important that we, 

as students, take action to solve 

our school’s problems. 

  How can we prevent such a dis-

aster from happening again in the 

future?  We need a clear, written 

Student Council Constitution that 

empowers class governments and 

students.  In its next meeting, Stu-

dent Council should move deci-

sively to create such a constitu-

tion.  Here at Oakland Tech, deci-

sion making should be an open, 

and above all, inclusive process. 

A strong Student Council Consti-

tution would give the class gov-

ernments and the classes them-

selves more of a say in making 

decisions.  For example, each 

grade or their elected representa-

tives should decide where its 

proms are held and what prices to 

charge for tickets.  Within Student 

Council, powers and responsibili-

ties are poorly defined and over-

lapping. A Student Council Con-

stitution would delineate the roles 

and responsibilities of all bodies.  

The Student Council General As-

sembly should make decisions 

that relate to all students, the lead-

ership class should help imple-

ment these decisions, and the fac-

ulty should support these student 

bodies instead of making deci-

sions for them.  Faculty should be 

supportive of student leadership 

by being more willing to sponsor 

classes and clubs.  It is impera-

tive that more sponsors be found 

because without sponsors clubs 

and classes cannot fundraise or 

complete forms. The leadership 

class should have less of a deci-

sion making role as its students 

are not elected to the class and 

are not answerable to the student 

body.  The Student Council Gen-

eral Assembly should make most 

decisions, as it has the most 

democratically elected represent-

atives. This body’s decisions 

should be more binding, and it 

should have more freedom in 

setting its agenda instead of only 

discussing the issues others want 

advice on.  A good Student 

Council Constitution will make 

sure that there is accountability 

to the students by the decision 

makers. 

 All classes need to step up and 

volunteer to help raise money, 

fill class government positions 

and participate in student activi-

ties.  Without the vocal and ac-

tive participation of each class, 

future class activities will be in 

danger of cancelation.  If stu-

dents wish to complain about 

how things are going, they 

should volunteer.  Students 

should sign up for fundraisers, 

go to class meetings, and join the 

clubs they care about.  This com-

mitment to helping should go 

beyond fundraising and into gov-

erning.  Class governments suf-

fer from a perennial shortage of 

candidates, often leaving posi-

tions unfilled.  Students who are 

committed to the success of their 

class should therefore consider 

running for office.  Even stu-

dents who aren’t elected officials 

can, and should, step up to lead, 

as leadership transcends titles. 

 The problems we face demand 

urgent change.  The Junior Class 

is going to need to raise a large 

sum of money to ensure that there 

even is a Senior Ball, and the oth-

er classes need to be ready for the 

years ahead.   The balance of pow-

er in student government is frag-

ile, and student power is being 

corroded.  Decision making is of-

ten murky.  Implementing reforms 

will have a major effect, but the 

continuation of student power and 

student democracy ultimately re-

lies on us, the students of Oakland 

Tech.  If we are to live up to Oak-

land Tech’s motto “all for each 

and each for all” then we must act 

today to build a better bulldog 

community.  

Caleb Smith is the Junior Class 

Treasurer 

Guru Advice 
By Techgurus329 

1) Dear Techgurus329, how do I 

keep up with friends and grades at 

the same time? 

 In High school, having friends 

and keeping up with grades simul-

taneously is tricky, but just be-

cause you are making friends does 

not mean your grades need to 

drop. If your friends feel that you 

are running behind on your friend-

ship because of schoolwork, try to 

set a date and time for you guys to 

hangout. It shows that you are 

considerate of your friendship, and 

it proves you are willing to spare a 

part of your day to make time for 

them.  With grades however, if 

you stay committed, you will find 

time for schoolwork no matter 

what the case is. For example: let 

go of television, Facebook and 

anything that doesn't necessarily 

need to be done right away other 

than homework and school assign-

ments. Make sure to stay focused 

and avoid any nearby distractions. 

If you can manage both of these 

throughout high school, you can 

certainly maintain a close friend-

ship while having good grades.  

2) Dear Techgurus329, there's this 

party next weekend that my friend 

and I were planning on going to, 

but I have a important math test 

that coming Monday and I'm al-

ready failing that class. What 

should I do? 

 Going to the party seems fun, 

but if you think about it, is it real-

ly worth going and risk a chance 

of not doing well on your math 

test? If you still want to go, you 

should plan a schedule before the 

party to study ahead of time. If 

you decide to not plan ahead, 

leave the party a little early so 

you have enough time to study 

and prepare yourself. Make study 

strategies, like flash cards, and 

pull them out every once in a 

while before the day of the party. 

Remember, to make it easier to 

do well on the math test, you 

should skip the party if it is not 

that special and important to go. 

Skipping the party would leave 

you with a lot of time to study. 

There is always going to be more 

parties in the future, but you 

won’t be able to make up a test if 

you fail it. Don’t wait until the 

last minute to complete your 

studying, unless you are confi-

dent that you know the material. 

Have a  question for the Techgu-

rus329? E-mail it to thescribe-

newspaper@gmail.com 

Corrections 
The Far West Logo from the 

February issue was not attributed.  

It came from their website.   

Also, the In Time movie review 

incorrectly stated  Justin Timber-

lake was the former CEO of Nap-

ster.  He once portrayed  a CEO 

of Napster, but has never led that 

company 
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Editor’s Note: 
The Scribe is committed to serv-

ing, in part, as a student forum.  

We welcome opinion pieces as 

well as news articles from current 

students of Oakland Tech subject 

to editing and oversight. Any opin-

ions expressed are the opinions of 

their authors alone and not neces-

sarily the opinions  of  The Scribe. 

 Send submissions, questions, 

comments and corrections to 

thescribenewspaper@gmail.com. 

  

Visit us at http://oaklandtech.com/

staff/thescribe/archives/. 

(Prom from pg. 1)   

 But later that day, Oakland 

Tech ASB informed students via 

Facebook that they had until 

April 20th to buy at least 100 tick-

ets. On April 19th, before lunch 

and before the previously an-

nounced end of ticket sales, it was 

announced on the PA system that 

prom was officially cancelled. 

This trend of contradictory and 

inconsistent communication to 

the student body confused juniors 

and eroded hope of the prom from 

happening from the start.  

Tech Website 

Go Bulldogs! 

Bulldog 

Champs! 
 Congratulations to the  champi-

on Oakland Tech Baseball, Boys 

Swimming, Girls Swimming , and 

Ice Hockey teams. 

 The Scribe is looking for sports 

writers and photographers to better 

cover our wonderful athletic pro-

gram.  If interested, please email 

us.  No experience is required. 


