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ASB president gets it done
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Tech a better experience 
than expected for student
By KHELSEY PELLUM
staff writer

Tech in danger due to 
No Child Left Behind Act

    Restructuring that will cre-
ate minimal disruption to Oak-
land Tech is in the second year 
of being in effect. Oakland 
Tech is in year five of Program 
Improvement due to the fed-
eral No Child Left Behind Act.  
According to the act, schools 
that don’t meet their AYP 
goals for five years in a row, as 
Oakland Tech has done, must 
restructure, which Oakland 
Tech has done by focusing on 
9th graders and traditionally 
underperforming areas and 
courses.  This includes the 
grouping of 9th graders into 
inter-subject “cohorts.”  There 
is also a focus on 9th grade 
Algebra classes.  Another goal 
is to increase freshmen’s sense 
of belonging.  Additionally, 

there is an attempt to increase 
student’s sense of belonging 
and participation in extracur-
ricular activities.  However, 
knowledge of Oakland Tech’s 
progression in Program 
Improvement seems to be 
of little interest or is poorly 
known among students.   
Furthermore, the fact that 
Oakland Tech is in Program 
Improvement or restructuring 
is not to be located noticeably 
in important sources of infor-
mation such as the Oakland 
Tech and Oakland Unified 
School District websites.
    Tania Kappner, an English 
teacher at Oakland Tech, sug-
gested several ideas on how to 
boost performance.  Kappner 
suggested additional tutoring 
and reading specialists ought 
to be provided to remedy 

By CALEB SMITH
staff writer
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    Before entering high 
school, we all fantasize about 
what it will be like. Will we fit 
in? Will we survive the four 
years ahead of us? When I 
thought about the first day, I 
was excited and ready for the 
new journey to begin. When 
Alicia Keys’ “Love is Blind” 
began to ring at 5:30 a.m. on 
August 30, all the excitement 
ceased. I began to panic, and 
over think my past thoughts. I 
moved to the Caribbean island 
of St. Lucia when I was 12, 
and returned when I was 15. I 
wondered if my friends from 
Glenview Elementary School 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

In this photo... 11th grader Khelsey Pellum poses with 
the Oakland Tech Bulldog and a friend during the home-
coming rally.

    Oakland Technical High 
School’s Michael Andemeskel 
is changing what it means to 
be student body president this 
school year.
    With mixed up schedul-
ing, overcrowded classes, a 
significant budget cut, and 
an unusually large student 
population, Oakland Tech had 
a hectic start to the year. One 
would expect the student body 
president to be intimidated 
by the responsibilities that 
would fall on him under such 
unfavorable conditions.
    However, none of these 
issues has deterred An-
demeskel’s efforts to unify 
and inform the student body. 
“I knew what I was getting 
into, but I didn’t know to what 
magnitude,” Andemeskel 
says. “I wanted to find my 
own role.”
    He has certainly found his 
role as a well-balanced rep-
resentative of the students at 
Oakland Tech. An immigrant 
from Ethiopia, Andemeskel 
came to the United States at 
age 9 when his father de-
cided that he and his siblings 
needed a better education 
than could be provided them 
in their home country. He 
describes himself as having 

been stunned by the change 
in culture when he first began 
attending school in Oakland.
    “My first reaction to going 
to school here was utter shock 
and disbelief,” Andemeskel 
says. “I saw students disre-
specting the teacher, not turn-
ing in homework - I isolated 
myself because I thought it 
was contagious.”
    However, he did not remain 
isolated from his new com-
munity, and soon learned to 
embrace the culture that dis-
gusted him upon his arrival. 
Andemeskel learned to speak 
English, made friends, and 
even grew to like American 
food, which initially revolted 
him.
    Now, Andemeskel is glad 
for the rough experience he 
had assimilating to American 
culture. “I’m proud of my 
background – it’s a valuable 
difference,” Andemeskel says. 
“I think that it’s because I 
went through that change that 
I care about Oakland Tech.” 
It is because of his having 
experienced different cultures 
and education systems that 
Andemeskel believes he is 
able to wrap his mind around 
the extraordinary diver-
sity and isolation of various 
subgroups within the student 
body.  It is this understanding 

that enables him to represent 
his fellow students.
    Another large part of being 
a competent student repre-
sentative is recognizing the 
core issues in a school. When 
asked about the division in 
the student body, Andemeskel 
said, “I wouldn’t have won 
the election if I didn’t see 
the school as divided. – It’s 
almost a part of our history. 
And it definitely needs fixing. 
We could learn a lot from 
each other.”
   Tech’s ASB president real-
izes that Oakland Tech may 
have fewer problems than 
other schools in the area, but 
he believes that the existing 
issues certainly need fixing. 
He has noticed a lack of in-
formation on the part of many 
students and a disparity in the 
amount and quality of re-
sources provided to different 
classes, but bigger problems 
like the achievement gap con-
tinue, a problem Andemeskel 
believes is just one part of the 
division that exists at Oakland 
Tech.
    Andemeskel is a true ideal-
ist in his vision for Oakland 
Tech. “Michael cares a lot 
about Tech and wants to do 
a lot of good,” says David 

Molly Greer / scribe
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In this photo... ASB President Michael Andemeskel trains 
with the cross-country team at Oakland Tech. 

By rONAH BAHA
staff writer
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staff writer

Teacher iPods

Staff:
Molly Greer
Regina Napolitano
Ronah Baha
Luwam Arefaine
Meron Arefaine
Dzenajla Velic

Advisors:
Heather Ramme
Karen McIntyre
Ryan Phillips

Questions we ask people?

Quotes and pictures collected by Dzenajla Velic 

Q: What did you think of spirit week? Do you 
think enough people participated?

“They shouldn’t have combined days because it was somewhat 
confusing. It also should have been on a full week, so we can 
have everyday as a spirit day. Not that many people partici-
pated, but the people who did went all the way.”
    - Miguel Scott-Vargas, 11th

“I thought more people could have participated. It was fun 
[even] though how we had two events for each day.”
   - Kiara Bowling, 11th

“ I thought it was interesting to see all of the different outfits 
at school and [to] show school spirit. A lot more people could 
have participated, but it was still a good week.” 
   -Aman Cobby, 11th

1) oetpecsel     
1st and 9th letters 

2) eglraur  
1st and 7th letters

3) gufifnids  
4th and 7th letters

4) icracrul  
2nd and 4th letters

Anagrams!!!

Answer to question: terrific

 Rearrange the mixed up 
letters to make a real word.  
According to the instructions 
next to the space provided for 
your answer, take the letters 
described from your answer. 
Put them in the blank at the 
bottom of this feature for 
the answer to the question.  
It should form a coherent 
answer.

1) telescope
2) regular
3) diffusing
4) circular

Khelsey Pellum
Caleb Smith
Linnaea Weld

What are you if you can 
answer all these correctly? 

Do you      ta-tas?
By LUwAM ArEFAINE 
staff writer

    Nowadays, many stu-
dents’ wrists are filled with 
three kinds of bracelets: 
friendship bracelets, Silly 
Bandz, and Keep-a-Breast 
bracelets. 
    The friendship brace-
lets are handmade using 
thread. They are made up 
of organized knots, in many 
different styles and designs. 
Friends make them for 
friends to symbolize each 
other’s friendship. It has 
even become an assignment 
in Ms. Pine’s art class to 
make a friendship bracelet. 
 Recently, Silly Bandz 
have ranked #9 of the Top 
Ten Obsessions of 2010 
on Yahoo. Silly Bandz are 
rubber elastic bands that are 
formed in various shapes 
and words from pigs to cas-
tles to words like “WILD”. 
They come in many colors 

and some are even glittery 
and glow-in-the-dark. Stu-
dents have begun trading 
silly bands.
    Keep-a-Breast bracelets 
raise breast cancer aware-
ness and have been another 
one of the trends here at 
Oakland Tech. The-Keep-
a-Breast foundation is 

selling these bracelets in 
support of their “I Love 
Boobies!” campaign. They 
come in colors such as 
green, blue, pink, white, 
purple and black. They 
come in different phrases 
like “I (heart) boobies” and 
“I (heart) ta-tas”. 
What’s on your wrist?

Molly Greer/ scribe

In this photo... 9th grader Dejana Velic shows off her many 
silly bands.

luwaM arefaine / scribe

Mr. Gong
No Woman No Cry-
Bob Marley
My Funny Valentine-
Miles Davis
As-
Stevie Wonder

Ms. Phan (Not Pictured)
Breathe- 
Faith Hill 
Mama-
Celine Dion

Mr. Cervantes
Hip-Hop Saved My Life- 
Lupe Fiasco
Grind- 
Swollen Members
Interstate Love Story-
Stone Temple Pirates

luwaM arefaine / scribe

Layout:
Molly Greer

Regina Napolitano
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low test scores.  According 
to the plan for restructuring 
assistance will be in place for 
failing students, though there 
is little assistance for read-
ing specifically in the plan.  
An additional suggestion of 
Kappner was that “we should 
have enough funding for 
20:1 in the 9th grade Algebra 
classes.”   The plan did not 
set any specific ratio for class 
sizes.  Kappner also criticized 
Program Improvement.  “The 
way No Child Left Behind 
structures Program Improve-
ment is impractical,” she said. 
    Vice Principal Staci Mor-
rison also pointed to innova-
tive programs while express-
ing a desire to preserve the 
best aspects of Oakland Tech.  
Morrison said efforts to boost 
performance are focused on 
African American and Latino 
boys.  Morrison pointed to 
programs such as PASS 2 
and boot camps to prepare 

for tests as ways to carry out 
those efforts.  She suggested 
as a possibility an “Adopt a 
Student” program where staff 
members try to help one or 
two students in a mentor role.  
This program was not imple-
mented.  Morrison wants to 
ensure that any restructuring 
wouldn’t undo recent im-
provements in Oakland Tech. 
    There is little concern 
among students about the 
restructuring plan.  Freshman 
Tenzin Namdol did not know 
about the restructuring plan 
when asked, but after hearing 
a little about the plan and the 
alternatives that could have 
been chosen said, “I think 
they should replace some 
of the teachers for the 9th 
grade.”  Senior Eden Jones 
liked the idea of grouping 
freshmen into cohorts and 
said “as a freshman you kind 
of need that support.”  Ms. 
Jones also said about the plan 
in general “I think it’s a good 
idea.”

and Edna Brewer Middle 
School would recognize me. 
Would I make new friends? 
Would they hang out with 
me? Would I fit in? Would I 
be an outcast? Would I get the 
classes I needed and wanted?
    To my surprise, my inse-
curities were quelled. The 
majority of my friends from 
the past remembered me, and 
I regularly hang out with new 
friends too. Tech is one of 
the best schools I have gone 
to. It was not hard to find my 
place in this school because it 
is such a welcoming school. 
There are many clubs and 
teams such as volleyball, the 
debate team and The Scribe 
for me to fit and find my call-
ing.
    My classes are very dy-
namic, fun and interactive. 

However, the classes were 
huge at first, which was very 
distracting. In my opinion, 
there are not many elective 
classes to choose from. I had 
my schedule changed a hand-
ful of times because I did not 
like the electives. And the 
counseling department gave 
me the run around at the be-
ginning of the school year.
    I had much insecurity be-
fore coming to Oakland Tech, 
but my experience of the last 
three months was amazing 
because the teachers really 
want to be here. My teachers 
are always supportive and go 
out of their way to make sure 
I am learning. Although there 
are faults at Tech, for example 
the long wait to speak to your 
counselor, and not enough 
electives to choose from, 
Oakland Tech is a pretty good 
school.  

Student continued
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No child continuedAndemeskel Continued

Cervantes, the teacher of the 
Leadership class, in which 
Andemeskel takes part as a 
part of his presidential com-
mitment. He hopes for the 
most straightforward im-
provements, such as making 
a sufficient number of text-
books available to every class, 
to the seemingly unattainable: 
completely eliminating the 
achievement gap, for ex-
ample, and creating a greater 
level of integration.
    Big dreams do not stop 
Andemeskel from doing his 
job. He has started by mak-
ing an effort to keep students 
informed about college, the 
resources available to stu-
dents, necessities for gradua-
tion, and more. He has played 
a major role in organizing an 
SAT/ACT sign up day in the 
near future, which is intended 
help students attend college. 
He is also currently training 
to serve as a part of a program 
at Oakland Tech that trains 

students in their freshman 
year about the A-G require-
ments for admittance to a UC 
or CSU.
    Andemeskel makes an 
effort to help improve the 
school any way he can, even 
if it means enforcing Oak-
land Tech’s policy on putting 
up posters in the hallways 
without permission from the 
administration. Andemeskel 
considers himself an inter-
mediary between the admin-
istration and student body 
at Oakland Tech, a feat he 
achieves partly through his 
participation in the Leader-
ship class. Furthermore, 
students sometimes take up 
their concerns with him, and 
one way or another, he tries 
to make sure that their needs 
are met, whether solving the 
problem is a simple matter of 
communication or an issue 
of fundraising for resources. 
Andemeskel “could take on 
a vocal role in communicat-
ing with students,” Cervantes 
says, but “He has done a lot 
of work to help the students 

at Tech… He is serious about 
his work.”
    Despite his unusual 
background and the sizable 
amount of energy he puts 
into making Oakland Tech a 
better place, Andemeskel is 
really just another member 
of the school’s 1824 strong 
student body. Andemeskel 
has involved himself in many 
student organizations, acad-
emies, and other programs at 
Oakland Tech. He has been a 
member of the Engineering 
and Computer academies, and 
the Paideia program. After 
school, one might find him 
running around the track or 
the neighborhood with the 
cross country team, or spend-
ing time in Mr. Onyeador’s 
computer lab. In one way or 
another, just about the whole 
of Oakland Tech can relate to 
him. All of the student body 
is just as capable of work-
ing to make Oakland Tech 
a better place. Andemeskel 
believes that to make a differ-
ence, “I don’t think you need 
to be ASB president. You just 
need to be an aware student.”

FROM PAGE 1
FROM PAGE 1

More and more students pick 
Tech: ‘Schedule chaos’ insues

    In the first few weeks of 
the new school year, Kathleen 
Bailey’s 1st period Junior 
English class had 55 students 
in it. Bailey described her stu-
dents as feeling crowded, and 
annoyed with their situation. 
    Counselors and teachers 
blamed the “Schedule Chaos” 
as 12th grader, Hong Wong 
described it, on the much 
larger student body compared 
to the prior school year. The 
facts, back up this assertion. 
At the end of the 2009- 2010 
school year there were 1,638 
students enrolled at Oakland 
Tech, while the current num-
ber on October 26, 2010 of 
enrolled students is 1,824. 
    Richard Fairly, an instruc-
tional program support coach 
for Oakland Tech, is uncer-
tain whether the increase in 
enrollment is due to a higher 
rate of students who stay at 
Tech, a larger freshmen class, 
or a larger number of transfer 
students. When asked if he 
thought the larger enrollment 
was due to high retention 
rates, Fairly said, “Yes, and 
incoming freshmen.” 
    High enrollment is usually 
a positive thing for a public 
high school, and should not 
typically cause the “Large 
classes (and) unmanage-
able learning environment” 
described by Wong. So, why 
was Oakland Tech caught 
unprepared for the higher 
enrollment this school year? 
Fairly says the Oakland Uni-

fied School District divided 
declining enrollment amongst 
the Oakland high schools 
evenly, and did not take into 
account that Oakland Tech 
had more students than the 
year before. 
    Bailey also believes the 
high enrollment was due to 
district error, “I think it’s 
always a policy to over enroll, 
because a few 100 kids don’t 
show up.” However, as evi-
denced prior, most of the kids 
did show up this school year. 
    Fairly believes Tech’s 
capacity is close to 1,900, 
meaning that if the same 
number of freshmen continue 
to enroll at Oakland Tech 
every year, the school will be 
at or above its capacity. This 
year, 542 freshmen enrolled 
and remained at Oakland 
Tech as of October 2010. 
    When asked if the district 
would modify Oakland Tech’s 
enrollment policy based on 
the increased enrollment as 
of this school year, Fairly 

said he was not aware of any 
changes being made to Oak-
land Tech’s enrollment policy. 
    The current policy is known 
as open enrollment. Open  
enrollment works by having 
families of prospective 9th 
graders fill out a form listing 
their top three non-charter 
Oakland public high schools. 
    The process takes a number 
of factors into account such 
as if the school is the family’s 
local school, if a sibling of the 
prospective student currently 
attends that school, if the Oak-
land public middle school the 
prospective student currently 
attends ‘feeds’ into the school, 
and if the prospective stu-
dent’s local public high school 
has an Academic Performance 
Index of below 800. From 
these criteria, prospective stu-
dents are admitted to one of 
their chosen three schools. 
    This school year 96% of 
prospective 9th grade students 
who listed Tech as their first 
choice were admitted.

By rEGINA NAPOLITANO
staff writer 2009-2010

1638* students
437 freshmen
446 sophmores
363 juniors 
319 senoirs

*Includes 78 students enrolled in special                                                                  
education not included in grade totals

 
Happy 
holidays 
from The 
Scribe

2010-2011

1824 students
542 freshmen
458 sophmores
453 juniors
371 senoirs
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Results

Sunday, Dec 12
L, 11-6 Hockey vs Eastside 
Union Warriors

Saturday, Dec 11
L, 4-3 Hockey vs South 
Bay Benders

Thursday, Dec 9
L, 1-2 JV Boys Soccer vs 
Bishop O’Dowd

Tuesday, Dec. 7
L, 1-5 JV Boys Soccer vs 
Pinole High
L, 0-2 Boys Soccer vs Pi-
nole High

Saturday, Dec. 4
W, 5-3 Ice Hockey vs East 
Bay Danglers

Saturday, Nov 6
W, 35-26 Football vs Oakland 
High
W, 22-7 Football JV vs Sky-
line

Thursday, Nov 4
W, 3-0 Girls Volleyball at 
Fremont

Tuesday, Nov 2
L, 3-1 Girls Volleyball vs. 
Skyline

Saturday, Oct 30
W, 23-6 Football vs. Castle-
mont
W, 22-6 Football JV vs. 
Skyline

Upcoming Games

Thursday, Dec. 16 2010
5:30 pm Girls JV Soccer vs. 
Castlemont JV
6:00 pm Girls Soccer at 
Piedmont 
5:30 pm Girls Basketball JV 
vs. Berkeley HS
7:00 pm Girls Basketball vs. 
Berkeley HS

Friday, Dec. 17 2010
5:00 pm Girls Basketball JV 
at Lowell HS
5:30 pm Boys Basketball JV 
at El Cerrito
6:30 pm Girls Basketball at 
Lowell HS
7:00 pm Boys Basketball at El 
Cerrito

Tuesday, Dec. 21 2010
5:30 pm Girls Basketball JV 
at Irvington HS
5:30 pm Boys Basketball JV 
at Bethel
7:00 pm Girls Basketball at 
Irvington HS
7:00 pm Boys Basketball at 
Bethel

Tuesday, Dec. 28 2010
7:00 pm Boys Basketball vs. 
St. Ignatius at Sand Dune 
Classic
All Day Boys Basketball at 
Sand Dune Class (time TBD)

Wednesday, Dec. 29 2010
All Day Boys Basketball at 
Sand Dune Class (time TBD)

Monday, Jan. 3 2011
7:00 pm Boys Soccer Varsity 
at Piedmont High 

   Those familiar with Harry 
Potter are well aware of the 
increasing darkness of each 
installment of the saga. In 
keeping with this trend, a 
brooding atmosphere per-
vades Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hallows, Part 1, but 
does not overwhelm the film’s 
heartwarming demonstrations 
of our leading trio – Harry 
Potter (Daniel Radcliffe), Ron 
Weasley (Rupert Grint), and 
Hermione Granger (Emma 
Watson) – overcoming the 
obstacles they face.
   The Deathly Hallows opens 
with snapshots of our teenage 
heroes physically and psy-
chologically leaving behind 
the lives they’ve known thus 
far as student wizards. In one 

particularly heart wrenching 
gesture, Hermione casts an 
obliviate charm on her par-
ents, causing them to forget 
about her entirely. This is 
the sort of thing the Deathly 
Hallows does best: it cre-
ates quietly profound scenes 
depicting the loss that Harry, 
Hermione, and Ron face, 
while simultaneously showing 
how they triumph over such 
hardships in a world that has 
turned against them.
    The threesome is growing 
up amidst a war, compelled to 
live on the run as the wizard-
ing world that has always 
been their home, filled with 
magic and wonder, hunts 
them down. The Ministry of 
Magic and Hogwarts have 
been infiltrated with death 
eaters, people are constantly 
disappearing at the hands of 
“snatchers”, and above all, 
the evil Lord Voldemort – or 
rather, He-Who-Must-Not-Be-

Named – is back and gaining 
quickly in power.
  Screenwriter Steven Kloves 
appears to be overcompensat-
ing for the film’s gloomy at-
mosphere by including a few 
unfortunately awkward jokes 
that do a sloppy – not to men-
tion obvious – job of relieving 
the tension that inevitably 
builds up as the installment 
progresses. 
   Aside from these cracks, 
Kloves does an excellent job 
of staying true to the plot 
of J.K. Rowling’s 789-page 
book, which could not have 
been an easy task. The book is 
filled with many long, drawn 
out periods depicting Harry, 
Ron, and Hermione’s ram-
bling journey as they search 
for the horcruxes that hold 
pieces of Voldemort’s soul in 
the hopes of destroying them. 
    The film manages to 
capture the essence of this 
wandering without being te-

dious. There are numerous ac-
tion-packed scenes that keep 
viewers on the edge of their 
seats, and many moments are 
genuinely funny and endear-
ing.
   The acting is as always 
very good, with the leading 

Harry Potter gets seven wands up

Rated: PG-13
 Length: 2 hours 30 minutes.

threesome seeming to have 
honed their talents to perfectly 
capture the angst ridden woes 
of teenage hood that only fuel 
the tensions between them.  
Grint does a particularly com-
mendable job as Ron, who 
causes most of the tension 
in the group because of his 
pining for Hermione and his 
cynical outlook on their quest 
for Voldemort’s horcruxes.
    While in many of the past 
Harry Potter films an obvious 
effort has been made to make 
them viewable to all, Potter 
nerd or not, it is clear that this 
first part of the final install-
ment welcomes back those 
loyal to the films and the 
Potter world as a whole. The 
Deathly Hallows is, after all, 
the beginning of the end of a 
worldwide wizarding phe-
nomenon. All who see it will 
leave the theatre eagerly an-
ticipating the final installment 
of the Harry Potter films.

linnaea weld/ scribe
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In this photo... 12th grader 
Elena Ramos serves the ball 
during the varsity team’s 
second game against Skyline.  
The team placed second over-
all falling to just Skyline.  The 
team was led by seven seniors 
and won a total of five games, 
losing just two games.

Below... The cross-country 
team trains on the Oakland 
Tech track during the regu-
lar season.  This year Tech 
sent six runners to the state 
meet, and placed second 
overall in OAL.

By rONAH BAHA
staff writer


