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Drama class goes international
By zOë WHITTall
staff writer

Oakland Technical High 
School’s advanced drama class 
will be the first Oakland public 
school to act in the Edinburgh 
Fringe Festival. 

The class was selected as 
one of 43 schools in the United 
States to act in the Festival. Two 
thousand U.S. schools applied, 
including private high schools 
and performing arts high schools.     

The Edinburgh Fringe Fes-
tival is the largest art festival in 
the world. It includes: theater, 
comedy, music, dance, and more.  
Since its beginning in 1947, the 
Fringe, as it is sometimes called, 
has taken place for three weeks 
of August in Edinburgh, the capi-
tal of Scotland. More than two 
thousand theater companies from 
around the world, the majority 
of which have adult actors, will 
perform in the festival.

 The advanced drama class, 
taught by Jessa Berkner is held 
every Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday from 3:30 to 5:30. Classes 
focus on theatrical technique and 
training, which includes physi-
cal, vocal, and text work.     

Students are working on  
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Tech’s Advanced Drama class learns how to beatbox in their class taught by
Jessa Berkner

“Hamlet: Blood in the Brain” by 
Naomi Iizuka. It is a re-telling of 
the Hamlet story set in Oakland 
in the late 1980’s. 
    They are very excited to have 
been given the chance to perform 
in this festival. When asked, a 
student in the class said that she 
was “not nervous, but happy”. 
The class has not yet decided 
what play to perform, but is mak-
ing the decision now.
    Going to Edinburgh is not 
free. The drama class is doing 
a lot of fundraising for this trip. 
One student said that they were 
doing a yard sale in Rockridge, 
Ms.J added that they were also 
showing a film they made called 
“Oakland Inside Out” to raise 
more money. 
    Throughout the year, they 
will be doing more fundraising. 
Donations are welcome and ap-
preciated.

By MOlly GrEEr
opinion editor

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Performance:
Jan: 14th, 15th,16th @ 
7Pm

Jan:16th @ 2PM

   Workers have been on lad-
ders at Oakland Technical High 
School installing cameras for 
the campus security system. 
The cameras are in addition to 
the current cameras, according 
to Joshua Fuchs, sophomore 
Vice-Principal. They are being 
installed to increase safety of 
the school and to help maximize 
security. 
   The idea is to be preventive; 
if people know there will be a 
digital image of them they may 
not act poorly.  “Making the right 
thing easy, and the wrong thing 
hard,” says Michael Moore, Oak-
land Athletic League Commis-
sioner and Project Manager.
   The upgrade will provide 
coverage by the Boy’s Gym and 
around the portables, ensuring 
complete surveillance coverage. 
The cameras are not replacing 
current ones, but the current 
camera system is being upgraded 
to be compatible with the new
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Court cases 
could affect 
Tech students
By CalEB SMITH
staff writer

   This term the U.S. Supreme 
Court will tackle a wide range of 
controversial cases with very real 
consequences. 
    Three cases that raise impor-
tant issues such as gun rights, 
religious expression, and rights 
of suspects are McDonald v. City 
of Chicago, Salazar v. Guano, 
and Kiyemba v. Obama. The 
Supreme Court’s rulings on these 
cases could drastically affect 
students’ lives. 
   McDonald v. City of Chicago 
challenges a gun control law 
imposed by the city of Chicago 
that made it hard for residents to 
carry firearms. A resident sued 
the city and the case has now 
reached the Supreme Court. 
    Observers think that the gun 
rights advocates will win as 
the Supreme Court previously 
overturned a somewhat similar 
gun ban in the case of District of 
Columbia v. Heller. The Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union, a 
constitutional liberties advocacy 
organization, justified its support 
of the gun ban saying “(we have) 
long taken the position that the 
Second Amendment protects a 
collective right rather than an 
individual right.” 
    If the gun ban is overturned, 
it will be difficult to restrict gun 
use in most areas of the United 
States. Consequentially, gun 
violence will rise and kill more 
members of our community. 
   This could be a big issue 
for Oakland as homicides are 
already very high especially 
amongst young people. 
   Salazar v. Guano raises the 
question of whether religious 
symbols may be displayed in 
public places. 
    A former government employ-
ee is suing over a cross that was 
a World War I memorial, arguing 
that it violated the separation of 
church and state. He also claimed 
that having a cross on govern-
ment property while refusing to 
put symbols from other religions 
was unfair. 
    Congress arranged for the land 
to be given to private owners in     
exchange for a parcel of land in 
equal size to that being given 
away. 

    According to an Allied 
Defense Fund, a conservative 
pro-religious expression group 
and rival of the ACLU, Joe In-
franco “The secularists’ attempt 
to dismantle this memorial adds 
injury to insult toward those who 
have lost family or friends during 
World War I.”  
    According to an Americans 
United for Separation of Church 
and State, a group that advocates 
the separation of church and 
state, press release, “Government 
sponsored religious symbols are 
potent forms of speech that can 
have real, palpable effects on 
people who are subject to them.” 
    Peter Eliasberg, the ACLU 
lawyer arguing the case for the 
plaintiff, wrote on the ACLU 
website, “By transferring the 
land to someone who was com-
mitted to maintaining the cross at 
its present location, the govern-
ment reinforced its endorsement 
of the religious symbol.” 
    This case was previously de-
cided by the 9th Circuit Court of 
appeals in favor of the plaintiff. 
If the plaintiff loses, than there 
is a chance religious symbols 
will be more prominent in public 
places. If the plaintiff wins, the 
cross will be covered or demol-
ished.  
    This case is also important for 
students at Oakland Technical 
High School as it would be easier 
for religious groups to post reli-
gious symbols at Oakland Tech 
should the plaintiff lose. 
    Kiyemba v. Obama questions 
whether a U. S. president can 
imprison people detained as ter-
rorists without legal justification.  
   Justice Department attorneys 
said in a legal brief that “The 
district court ordered that they 
be brought to the United States 
and released, without regard to 
federal immigration laws.”   
    This ruling could strike a 
blow to national security if the 
executive branch cannot detain 
suspected terrorists. 
    There could also be prob-
lems if the president won and 
could indefinitely detain people 
without cause.  That would be a 
problem for students as it could 
affect suspects’ rights negatively 
by allowing any students arrested 
being detained indefinitely with-
out charge.

 Student advocates for 
local endangered species

    Did you know that many ani-
mals in the Bay Area are at risk 
of being permanently wiped off 
the globe?  
   Here are two of the most di-
minishing species and what you 
can do to save Bay Area wildlife.
    Southern Sea Otters are cute 
little brown creatures native to 
the Bay Area. 
   They were abundant until they 
were almost hunted out of exis-
tence more than a century ago.  
    Found only off the coast of 
California, they are now rarely 
spotted around the Golden Gate 
Bridge or Half Moon Bay.  
   Because they are close to the 
top of the food chain, if the 
populations of these otters dip, 
the bay’s ecosystem could dra-
matically change for the worse.  
   The best thing to do?  Almost 
hundreds of otter have died from 
the past 100 years mainly from 
oil spills, overhunting, disease 
from chemicals, and entangle-

By CarMEN zHENG
staff writer

ment in trash.  Keep the bay and 
oceans clean for these sea otters!              
    Also, a protozoan parasite 
called Toxoplasma Gondii 
mainly found in cat litter can at-
tack an otter’s brain tissue.   
   To prevent this it can be good 
to keep your kitty’s litter boxes 
indoors since mostly rain washes 
these parasites into a sewer, lead-
ing into the bay.
   Four decades ago, almost 
100,000  Winter-Run Chinook 
Salmon made their way up from 
the ocean to the Golden Gate 
spawning areas they kept in 
the Central Valley.  However, 
because of pollution in the water 
and dreadful conditions of their 
current habitats like massive oil 
spills, the population recorded in 
1994 dropped to merely 189.   
    Chinook salmon rely greatly 
on the Bay Area’s many resourc-
es and lately, humans have not 
been taking good care of them.  
   Listed as endangered in 1994, 
the Chinook salmon population 
drops

almost daily from too warm wa-
ter in Shasta Dam, loss of habitat, 
the Red Bluff Diversion Dam, 
mine drainage, and agricultural 
pollution.  
    Also, warm water from Shasta 
Dam kills fish eggs, the Red 
Bluff Diversion Dam sucks in 
water from the pipes to travel to 
canals while fish get sucked in, 
and contaminants from the mines 
kill salmon.
   How can you help?  
   To keep the salmon thriving, 
use less water: it will help cut the 
demand for water from the fish’s 
habitats, and try not to use pesti-
cides or other harmful chemicals 
and if you do, do not just pour 
them down the sink.  All of these 
can pollute a Chinook salmon’s 
habitat.   
   Humans endanger many spe-
cies.  If we are more careful and 
pay attention to our environ-
ments, the endangered animals 
with which we share the Bay 
Area will be able to survive.  Be 
considerate!

School boosts security
 CONTINUED FrOM PaGE 1 

one.  There are 30 new cameras 
giving the school 85 cameras in 
all.
   Both the old and new systems 
can be thought of as a DVR. 
They are constantly recording, 
and the footage is saved for 
about 21 days. The new system is 
Internet based. With the appro-
priate access personal can view 
it from virtually anywhere with 
Internet connection. Now all the 
cameras will be digital, which 
wasn’t the case before. 
   The system will operate 24/7, 
365 days a year Moore stated. 
This means that the entire cam-
pus will be monitored every hour 
of every day. He commented that 
Oakland Tech should be “one of 
the safest schools in the country.”  
Moore also said that the program 
was being accused of installing 
spy cameras but he insisted that 
was not the case because there 
are no cameras in bathrooms or 
classrooms.

   According to Moore, the cam-
tera system will be able to help 
inhree scenarios: 
•  Day-to-day making sure kids 
are in class, identifying kids 
in fights and decreasing daily 
tardies. 
•  Another is in an emergency 
situation, if there is a need to 
have a lockdown.  
•  Lastly, in a disaster situation 
some hallways cameras have an 
uninterrupted power source so 
if a whole class in trapped in a 
room that will be identifiable.
   The upgrade started in October 
with initial wiring that had to 
occur before the actual camera 
installation could start. Now, the 
cameras must be hooked up to 
the existing computer system. As 
of December 14 all the cameras 
had been installed and the fine-
tuning started.
   The cost of the districtwide 
project totaled to $3,050,252 for 
30 middle schools, high schools, 
independent study schools and 
alternative schools. This sum 

includes the purchasing of 
cables, monitors and software, in 
addition to a few metal detec-
tion systems. The money for the 
project came from both OUSD 
and The U.S Department of 
Justice’s (DOJ) Grant ‘Secure 
Our Schools’. However, the DOJ 
money only covered about half 
the cost and OUSD dollars subsi-
dized the rest.
   This kind of security system 
may be able to help prevent any 
serious incidents like the gang 
rape that occurred at Richmond 
High. Because the installation 
process started before the Rich-
mond incident, it is not reactive. 
Asked about the correlation of 
the new cameras and the incident 
Fuchs said it is “a very good way 
of looking at the way Oakland is 
being proactive.”  

The official unveiling of the 
cameras is Jan 20th. 



January 2010 OPINIONS- PaGE 3

By HaNG NGUyEN
staff writer

Choosing a college;
a matter of good fit

School posts link
to scholarships
By zOë WHITTall
staff writer

   It’s that time of year again.
   No, I’m not talking about 
Christmas; I’m talking about col-
lege applications.
   Seniors everywhere are stress-
ing over finishing SATs and 
ACTs and are rushing to put 
finishing touches on personal 
statements.
   The way I see it, there is no 
way for a college to understand 
me.  My grades, extra-curricular 
activities, test scores, and even 
my personal statement cannot 
paint a clear enough picture.
   But, we all must be content 
with knowing that we will be 
accepted where we fit in best.  
Colleges do not pick you on how 
“good” you are, they pick you 
based on whether theythink you 
fit with their school.  Plenty of 
students with 2,400 SAT scores 
have been turned down because 
they simply do not match the 
school. No worries, you will be 
accepted somewhere right for 
you.
   It is not about where you go, 
but what you make out of it.

 Don’t be lured in by big name 
Ivy Leagues if your true passion 
lies elsewhere. Make sure that 
when you pick a college, you 
will be excited to go there for the 
next four years.  After all, brag-
ging to your friends will only last 
a couple weeks at most.
   Consider all the factors. Maybe 
staying close means living 
at home and eating free food 
Maybe being within a 100-mile 
radius of your parents after 
you’ve turned 18 makes you sad.
   Whatever the factors, be sure 
that you are doing what is best 
for you.  After all, it is your 
future.
   And last but not least, don’t 
forget about scholarships.  That’s 
right, money for college might 
come in handy and there are 
plenty of organizations out there 
to help you find a way to pay for 
school. Yes, I know that it’s a 
stressful time but after all those 
applications are in, you won’t 
have a care in the world -- that is, 
until the letters of acceptance and 
rejection start coming in.  

Uncertain at first, a freshman
gains appreciation for Tech High

By CarMEN zHENG
staff writer

   “This is it,” my mother said 
to me, turning off the engine of 
our car. Silence filled my ears 
except for the occasional whoosh 
of a vehicle passing by. “You’re 
going to have to look up some-
time,” she said.
   Reluctantly, I raised my head 
to look out the car window. The 
large grassy areas and campus 
building loomed above me, like a 
monster with tall white pillars as 
teeth. I knew I would soon have 
to get accustomed to seeing this 
scene every single day for the 
next four years. Hesitating, I be-
gan walking towards the bronze 
doors that belonged to Oakland 
Technical High School.
   Growing up in a private Chris-
tian school, I was often sheltered 
from the real world with frequent 
Bible teachings and extremely 
small classes, in which the 
teacher would guide you through 
a lesson one-on-one if you did 
not understand.  I never knew or 
ventured to find out what went 
on outside of the school grounds, 
where everyone was the same.  
We all wore uniforms, did our 
homework every day, said our 
prayers each period, and saw the 
same people. 
   But I knew it would happen 
sooner or later. It was the day 
before my eighth grade gradua-
tion. My friends had been calling 
all morning for my opinion on 
what to wear. I had it all planned 
out, from my outfit to my hair, 
to my high school life. I handed 
my parents the thick yellow 
packet we got at the end of each 
year filled with the re-enrollment 
forms and bills. They took it 

from me, glancing at each other 
with the should-we-tell-her-now-
or-later face I had become very 
familiar with before telling me 
something big. I was no longer 
staying at my private school.  
The tuition was expensive, 
books were costly, and my dad 
touched on the fact that he did 
not want me to grow up being 
“ignorant” of the world around 
me. And that was that: It was not 
my decision.
   I was sad, lonely, and nostal-
gic the first day of school.  Ev-
erything seemed so, especially 
standing on public school prop-
erty with not a single person I 
knew. The hallways were always 
flooded with people and because 
I had never actually learned how 
to read maps, going from class to 
class was horrifying. I just stared 
at the clock, hoping for it to be 
3:30, so I could just go home 
and be normal again; wanting to 
live the life I had before.
   It was not until a week later 
that I actually got used to my 
daily routine and made friends I 
could hang out with.  
   “What school did you go to 
before?” someone asked me. I 
was almost scared to answer.  
Would they think I was weird or 
too much of a snob and com-
pulsively religious, like what 
my parents had told me they did 
NOT want me to become?
   However, instead of shunning 
me, she was interested and asked 
me if public school was much 
different than the academic 
experience I had before.  I was 
surprised with my own answer.  
No, it was not.  I realized after 
making new friends that unlike 
private school, there were no 

would try at times to work my 
way up the social ladder by put-
ting on fake images or to put it 
in a easier way: being someone 
I’m not.  Now I can go about just 
being myself because at public 
schools, everyone seems to be 
equal with unique backgrounds 
and diversity.
    In the mornings I am now 
excited to go to school, to learn 
new things and see my friends, 
with whom I chat all the time.  
I walk to all my classes with 
my happy face instead of my 
confused one, because I know 
where I’m going.  Although there 
are so much more homework 
and projects to do than I had 
before, my knowledge is greater 
and everyday, I am getting more 
prepared to reach my goals and 
aspirations.  But currently, what 
is most important right now is 
the reality of high school.  Four 
years fly by really fast: any up-
perclassmen can tell you that.  
High school is not the nightmare 
before “life,” it is only the begin-
ning, the greatest experiences 
and memories to bring on to 
college.
   I always start out hating a 
new school.  However, as time 
progresses I end up enjoying 
it.  Whether it is staying up late, 
frustrated at myself after procras-
tinating to complete a California 
history essay or laughing at 
every single dry-humored joke 
during Biology, learning is en-
joyable.  I still have the pressure 
to join extracurricular activities 
and sports teams, but for now, 
I’m filled with school spirit, I 
love high school and nothing 
else really matters because as 
an Oakland Tech bulldog, I am 
extremely happy. 

Is there too much hype
in today’s news coverage?

By MarIEl PaUl
staff writer

For another school, you may 
find yourself writing two essays, 
trying to get numerous letters of 
recommendation, making phone 
calls, filling out applications 
and any number of other things. 
However, if there is more work 
needed for the scholarship at the 
second school, that scholarship 
will probably be worth more than 
the other. UC schools especially 
want “well rounded students who 
are engaged in programs, their 
community, and church,” Ms. Ho 
commented. The more a student 
is involved in their school and 
community, the easier it will be 
for them to apply.

   The word ‘exaggeration’ can 
be defined in many ways. Some 
of them are: the description of 
something that is made more than 
it really is, an overstatement. and 
a representation of something 
that is greater than it actually is. 
   However, exaggeration can be 
used to brainwash you, to take up 
your time, and only brings un-
necessary attention to a subject. 
   Gossip magazines and websites 
use news exaggeration: Half the 
things they say and/or post are 
fake and ambitious stories that 
only bring attention to irrelevant 
issues; often resulting in infamy. 
   One example is the continuing 
Jon and Kate “story/nightmare”. 
Their issue received so much 
unnecessary attention and it took 
away from stories that needed to 

be heard.
   No one seems to care that Jon 
hangs out with clothing designer, 
Christian Audigier and that he is 
a 32 year-old man in love with 
Ed Hardy T-shirts who feels 
trapped by his own family. 
   H1N1 is another example. 
When H1N1 first occurred, 
people over reacted. News chan-
nels everywhere were hungry 
for viewers, so they talked about 
the flu continuously. They cre-
ated many specials on H1N1 
and made a very big deal out of 
it, stretching out the truth. Yes 
Swine Flu is a big deal, but it’s 
not something you have to go 
crazy about. 
   Many people were offended, 
hurt, and some were made fun 

   However, now that we have 
gotten a lot more informa-
tion about H1N1 and are more 
educated about it we can take 
positive steps forward instead of 
panicking. 
   In the end, do not believe 
everything you hear and do not 
take things literally because the 
media might give you facts that 
are false or exaggerated. 
Take your time to think things 
through and become more 
educated because in the end, the 
only thing that matters is what 
you think.

of while, others went crazy with 
hand sanitizer and wipes. People
all over this world were given.
facts that were false because of 
exaggeration by the media.

   If you need to find information 
on scholarships, Stacey Ho, the 
freshman counselor, has made an 
online list of all the scholarships 
available. All you need to do is 
go to ‘oaklandtech.com’ and click 
the link ‘scholarships’. There you 
will find a list of the scholarships 
organized by category. There are 
many different categories. There 
are scholarships for people inter-
ested in art geography, languages, 
or for people who do a lot of 
community service. Scholarships 
are available for people of a cer-
tain ethnicity only (for example, 
there are some scholarships only 
for African-Americans, or Asian-
Americans...). In total, there are 
seventy scholarships available.
   Once you find the scholarship 
you want to apply for, you will 
need to do all the work neces-
sary to meet the standards of that 
school’s application. The difficul-
ty of getting a scholarship varies 
from school to school. As Ms. Ho 
said: “The harder it is to apply, 
the more money you will get.”  
In order to get a scholarship for a 
certain school, you might need to 
write only one essay. 

Links:
Discover Scholarship Program 
http://www.discoverfinancial.com
CAC Education Scholarship
http://www.cacesf.org  
Northern California Scholarship Foundations
http://ncsfscholarships.org 
$5 Million National Co-op Scholarship Program
http://www.co-op.edu

 curtosey Photo

Conselor Ms. Ho
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Two Tech juniors debate the war in afghanistan
By aNDrEW GaBEl
staff writer

   In evaluating war, many make 
the mistake of focusing on the 
price of victory without taking 
into account the cost of defeat.
There is no question the United 
States has invested heavily in 
Afghanistan with regards to time, 
money, and lives. 
    After 8 years it is understand-
able that people have forgotten 
the importance of Afghanistan. 
To neglect what President Obama 
himself said was the “central 
front in the fight against violent 
extremism,” is reckless and puts 
the U.S. in grave danger. 
   One of the most ubiquitous 
arguments against a coalition 
presence in Afghanistan is the as-
sertion that our military posture 
only creates more terrorists. The 
Taliban rule through fear and 
intimidation, and for all their 
propaganda videos they enjoy 
only an eight percent approval 
rating. 
    An irresponsible American 
withdrawal would send a cata-
strophic message to enemies and 
allies alike that would announce 
to the world that if one inflicts 
enough casualties, American 
resolve disappears. Is that re-
ally the message we want to be 
sending to those who mean this 
country harm?   
   Many, particularly on the left, 
point to high Afghan death tolls 
as proof that we are doing more 
harm than good.  It is important, 
however, to look past the raw

numbers.  What needs to be ac-
counted for is why the civilian 
casualties are so high.  
    Collateral damage occurs 
because Taliban fighters inten-
tionally use hospitals and schools 
as hideouts.  This ploy allows 
the Taliban to claim the U.S. Air 
Force targets civilians when our 
pilots bomb enemy positions. 
    The idea that the United States 
military is marauding around 
Afghanistan, indiscriminately 
killing unarmed civilians is pre-
posterous. The casualty figures 
prove how little our enemies 
think of human life and how far 
they are willing to go for the 
sake their twisted ideology.  
   What does not get coverage 
in our media is all the good our 
troops are doing for Afghanistan.  
Since the U.S. liberated Afghani-
stan from Taliban rule, 1,800 
schools have been built and more 
than 50,000 teachers have been 
trained.  
    Girls, barred from school 
under the Taliban, now have a 
chance to become more than 
sex slaves to middle-aged tribal 
leaders.  

By HENry FlaTT
staff writer

   Some of the most discouraging 
news one may have heard regard-
ing the Obama presidency was 
the continuation of the Afghani-
stan War: To stay, and impose a 
regime upon the Afghan people, 
or to leave, “urging retreat and 
accepting defeat”, as stated by 
conservative pundit William 
Kristol.
    Analogies with the Vietnam 
War have been frequent and used 
without. Many of them are sim-
ply wrong, failing to notice that 
at its peak, 535,000 US troops 
were committed to Vietnam, a 
much larger number than the 
Afghanistan war high of 98,000. 
    Some of the cries of similari-
ties ring true; Afghanistan is ee-
rily similar to that of Vietnam: a 
population unwilling to conform 
to American ideologies, terrain 
lacking adequate roads, and 
borders that cannot be effectively 
patrolled to limit the immigration 
of insurgents.
   If Obama were to stay, he 
would not only have minority 
support, but he would be cost-
ing the US an extra $4 billion a 
month, in addition to the $400 
million daily cost of the Iraq 
war—all of which would con-
tinue to drain an economy feeling 
the aftershocks of an economic 
disaster. 
    Fiscal implications aside, the 
rising death toll of US soldiers 
and Afghan citizens remain with-
out justification. 

    Although Obama may have
originally called the Afghanistan 
war a necessity, the circumstanc-
es have changed. Afghanistan 
harbors the Taliban, the national-
ist group that wants nothing more 
than the US armies to leave their 
country. Nuclear-armed Pakistan 
is nearby and harbors Al-Qa-
eda, the terrorist organization 
notorious for planning carrying 
out the attacks of 9/11. Accord-
ingly, Afghanistan hasn’t proved 
to be a legitimate threat to the 
US, whereas Pakistan’s nuclear 
weapons are a blatant threat to 
the United States as well as the 
world.
    Previous missions to capture 
Afghanistan have fallen fatally 
short. The Soviet Union’s inva-
sion of Afghanistan in 1979 is 
regarded as one of the most 
notable military missteps in his-
tory. Originally, the Soviet Union 
invaded Afghanistan to spread 
Communism, expand their influ-
ence throughout Asia, and protect 
Afghanistan from other interests 
such as Iran and the US. Even 
the 100,000 initial Soviet troops 
failed to capture Afghanistan in 
its entirety, and with American 
support for the Afghan resistance, 
the Soviet effort was quickly 
smothered. What remained in 
Afghanistan were 15,000 dead 
Soviet soldiers, and an estimated 
1 million dead men, women, and 
children. On inauguration day, 
the Taliban spokesman Yousaf 
Ahmadi’s message for Obama 
was clear: “learn from the Soviet 
defeat in

Afghanistan and pull his troops 
out of the country to allow Af-
ghans to decide their own fate.” 
    If Obama fails to heed 
Ahmadi’s words, the US could 
lose much more than 15,000 
troops to the hands of the Taliban 
and Al Qaeda.
   At this juncture, Obama’s best 
move would be to completely 
amend his original plan of fight-
ing Afghanistan and admit the 
plan’s inevitable failure. 
    Even with the strongest 
military on earth, maintaining 
order and protecting the popula-
tion of 40,000 rural villages in 
roughly 250,000 square miles 
(that’s about as big as California 
and Utah Combined) is impos-
sible with 100,000 troops. Even 
if the US were able to implement 
its policy in a dozen years, after 
billions of dollars and thousands 
more military casualties, Al Qa-
eda would remain at large.
    Making the correct decision 
will demand every bit of politi-
cal wit Obama can muster. If he 
choosess to stay and attempt 
to change a country that wants 
nothing to do with the US, he 
will undoubtedly have little sup-
port from both Democrats and 
Republicans. 
    Continuing the Afghanistan 
war would bring more blood-
shed, more debt, and thus more 
problems for a country that can’t 
seem to overcome even the most 
elementary setback.
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Results:

    Primary school enrollment has 
increased 500 percent and, for 
arguably the first time in their 
history, Afghanistan has a future. 
    Beyond our national security 
interests, perhaps the strongest 
case for a commitment to Af-
ghanistan is its moral imperative.  
If our leaders declare defeat for 
political purposes, the real losers 
will be the Afghan people.  If we 
truly value liberty and human life 
we must be willing to fight for it.

Thursday, January 14
 4:00 PM Boys Soccer vs. Oakland @ Tech
 5:30 PM Girls Soccer JV vs. Castlemont @ Tech

Saturday, January 16
10:30 AM Track and Field Meet
1:00 PM Boys Soccer JV vs. Dublin High @ Tech 

Wednesday, January 20
4:30 PM Boys B-ball vs. Oakland @ Tech
6:30 PM Boys B-Ball JV vs. Oakland @ Tech
4:30 PM Girls B-ball vs. Oakland @ Oakland

Thursday, January 21
3:00 PM Girls Soccer vs. Fremont @ Fremont
4:00 PM Boys Soccer vs. Fremont @ Tech

Friday, January 22
4:30 PM Girls Basketball vs. Skyline @ Tech
4:30 PM Boys Basketball vs. Skyline @ Skyline
6:30 PM Boys Basketball JV vs. Skyline @ Tech
Thursday, January 21
3:00 PM Girls Soccer vs. Fremont @ Fremont
4:00 PM Boys Soccer vs. Fremont @ Tech

Friday, January 22
4:30 PM Girls Basketball vs. Skyline @ Tech
4:30 PM Boys Basketball vs. Skyline @ Skyline
6:30 PM Boys Basketball JV vs. Skyline @ Tech

Saturday, January 23
12:00 PM Track and Field Meet
1:00 PM Boys Soccer JV vs. El Cerrito High @ El Cerrito High

Thursday, January 28
3:30 PM Girls Soccer JV vs. Piedmont High @ Piedmont High

Saturday, January 30
12:00 PM Track and Field Meet

Upcoming Games:

Wednesday December 23, 2009
L, 47-39 Boys B-Ball vs De La Salle

Saturday, January 9
L, 55-51 Girls B-Ball EastBay Classic vs Encinal 
L, 60-47 Boys B-Ball Eastbay Classic vs El Cerito

Tuesday, January 12
W, 50-38 Girl’s B-Ball vs. Mac @ Mac
W, 54-39 Boys B-Ball vs. Mac @ Tech 
6:30 PM Boys B-Ball JV vs. Mac @ Tech 
W, 9-0 Girls Soccer vs. Castlemont @ Tech
L, 1-0 Boys Soccer vs. Castlemont @ Castlemont
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