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Teachers set to strike
By CAlEB SMITH
staff writer

Linnaea WeLd / scribe

Students protest education cuts outside of Oakland Technical High School on the Day of Action March 4. 

    The Oakland Education 
Association (OEA) has voted 
to authorize a strike, which is 
expected to occur on April 29. 
The strike was originally planned 
for March 24, but was postponed 
to April 22, but again posponed 
to allow time for a neutral third 
party to look for a solution. In a 
meeting of the OEA, the union 
that represents 2,800 teachers, li-
brarians and other workers in the 
Oakland Unified School District, 
the strike resolution passed in a 
726-45 vote. The strike authori-
zation came after the 771 teach-
ers present unanimously rejected 
the school distict’s contract offer, 
which did not include a pay raise 
for teachers. The proposal was 
an improvement on the 3 percent 
pay cut originally proposed by 

    Amidst crippling budget cuts 
and an impending strike, Oak-
land Technical High School con-
tinues to struggle with another 
long standing issue: its cavernous 
achievement gap. 
    According to the state’s School 
Accountability Report Card 
for the 2008-2009 school year, 
Oakland Tech’s achievement gap 
is currently in the red zone, in-
dicating a high level of urgency. 
Oakland Tech has one of the 
widest achievement gaps in the 
Oakland Unified School District. 
Standardized test scores are used 
to determine the achievement 
gap in a school, and the test 
scores at Oakland Tech reveal a 
gaping difference in its students 
academic success. 
    In the 2008-2009 school year, 

the Academic Performance 
Index for Oakland Tech, which 
indicates the academic abilities 
of students in a school based on 
standardized test scores, was 643 
for the entire school. However, 
the API for caucasian students 
was 896. In 2009, caucasian 
students had the highest average 
California Standardized Testing 
scores, followed by Asians, Lati-
nos/Hispanics, and black/African 
Americans. 
    There is no single cause 
behind the achievement gap. “If 
you’re looking for a cookie-cut-
ter answer to the achievement 
gap – you won’t find one,” 
tenth-grade assistant principal 
Joshua Fuchs said. Issues with 
using standardized testing could 
be one factor. “There are some 
people out there who believe 
that standardized testing is not 
culturally sensitive,” Fuchs said. 

“It’s not a perfect system, but we 
need to know if our students are 
learning.”
    Coro, a leadership program 
encouraging students to make 
a difference in their school 
communities, said in a recent 
presentation that the achievement 
gap could also be a result of 
Oakland Tech and its community 
not meeting the needs of certain 
individuals. This results in a lack 
of motivation by those students. 
While Oakland Tech offers a var-
ied academy program and many 
other academic opportunities, 
students may be unable to relate 
to the curriculum.
    Other factors contributing to 
the achievement gap are beyond 
the control of the Oakland Tech 
community, such as the level of 
education of a student’s parents, 
or the kind of environment and 
resources students have access to 

at home. According to the 2008-
2009 Report Card, 59 percent 
of students qualify for reduced 
lunch at Oakland Tech, indicat-
ing that they are socioeconomi-
cally disadvantaged.
    However, both faculty and stu-
dents at Oakland Tech are work-
ing to bridge the achievement 
gap. One way in which teachers 
and administrators are working 
to do so is by making it easier 
for students to connect to the 
curriculum. “Two years ago, we 
began to encourage our teachers 
to develop curriculum that stu-
dents can relate to,” Fuchs said. 
“It is much more challenging 
to teach a diverse community. 
People bring lots of different 
things to the table.” Teachers 
and administrators believe that 
making coursework relevant to 
students’ lives will also make it 
more understandable.

    Development of the academy 
system and other rigorous pro-
grams is another way in which 
the administration is working to 
close the gap. The goal behind 
this is to give students the oppor-
tunity to apply themselves and 
be more engaged in the learning 
process, as opposed to memoriz-
ing information. 
    Students are also taking a 
stand in closing the gap. In a pre-
sentation on campus on March 
30, Coro addressed the topic of 
the achievement gap, its root 
causes, results, and steps that 
everyone in the Oakland Tech 
community can take to bridge 
the gap. “I wasn’t even aware of 
this issue before Coro,” a student 
in the presentation said. “Now I 
want to take action.” Members 

Is achievement about race? 
By ROnAH BAHA
staff writer
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Tech does not race to the top
By REGInA nAPOlITAnO
editor

Achievement 
of Coro encouraged students, 
parents, and faculty to help by 
adhering to the three R “change 
avenues” they believe could 
be the key to closing the gap: 
increasing access to Resources, 
building strong Relationships 
among students and between stu-
dents and staff, and Recognizing 
students for their achievements, 
like scores of proficient or above 
on the CSTs.  

 COnTInUED FROM PAGE 1  COnTInUED FROM PAGE 1 

the district, but not satisfactory 
to the OEA. The OEA’s other is-
sues with the contract offer were 
the amount of health benefits 
and proposed increases in class 
sizes. Teachers also opposed a 
recent parcel tax measure that 
would have increased their 
salaries because money from the 
measure would also have been 
given to charter schools  The 
strike was confirmed on Friday, 
when OUSD informed the union 
that it would not be returning to 
negociations. 
    Tania Kappner, a teacher at 
Oakland Technical High School 
and member of the district’s 
executive board, confirmed that a 
strike would occur. She com-
pared the teachers to civil rights 
workers and said the teachers 
protected every student’s right to 
an equal education. When asked 
about the large deficit facing the 
district, she said the district could 
get more money from the federal 
government and should reduce or 
eliminate spending on items that 
aren’t related to instruction.
    “In the event of a strike, we 
will strive to minimize the dis-
ruption to student learning and, 
to the degree possible, maintain 

a sense of normalcy,” district 
spokesman Troy Flint said. “All 
our decisions, which are not 
finalized at this point, will stem 
from this objective.” One of the 
last steps before the strike was 
the fact-finding report, which 
was issued by a nuetral third 
party and made suggestions for a 
compromise. The report said that 
the teachers should get a 2% pay 
raise but sided with the district’s 
requests on many subjects for ex-
ample on class size “the present 
economic situation is bad and so 
only minor modifications to class 
size standards can be funded.” 
The report recommended less 
teacher preparation days and the 
preservation of frequent district 
assessments. 
    Flint was optimistic the union 
would reach a compromise 
because of the budget deficit for 
OUSD. “I think there’s a grow-
ing, shared understanding about 
the depth of the financial crisis 
afflicting not just OUSD, but 
school districts across Califor-
nia,” he said.
    However, Betty Oson-Jones, 
presidnt of the OEA, told The 
Oaland Tribune, “As far as we’re 
concerned, the strike is definitely 
on.”

Teachers strike

    Race To the Top, the United 
States Department of Education’s 
$4.35 billion competition, went 
into effect July 24. The compe-
tition’s goal is to reward grants 
of up to $10 billion (includ-
ing money from the American 
Recovery Reinvestment Act) 
to states that meet the grant’s 
requirements. The requirements 
include adopting internationally 
benchmarked standards for col-
lege work, building data systems 
to measure student growth and 
success, keeping, recruiting, 
rewarding effective students and 
principals, and turning around 
low performing schools.

Phase One finalists for Race To 
the Top were announced March 
4. California, despite large 
budget cuts to education, was 
not included in the department’s 
list of 16 finalists. On March 29, 
Delaware and Tennessee were 
announced as the winner’s for 
Race To the Top funding. Cali-
fornia can try again for grants on 
June 1 in Phase Two. Winners 
will be announced in September. 
According to the Department of 
Education, Phase One winners 
represent the very best of the 
applicant pool, and Phase Two 
winners should use them as an 
example.
    Many are disappointed about 

However, some people think 
Race To the Top money would 
do little to help schools in the 
long run. “The thing to remem-
ber about Race to the Top is that 
the funds are designed more to 
be a shot in the arm than a steady 
diet for schools.” said Richard 
Fairly, Oakland Technical High 
School’s instructional program 
support coach. “Even if Califor-
nia eventually wins a grant, it 
seems that the program is only 
for two years. California needs to 
find ways to provide sustainable 
funding for its schools.” 
    Oakland Tech already receives 
a large amount of money from 
grants, but more money is 

needed in order to patch a $1 
million hole in the school’s 
budget. Some of these grants 
include: a 21st Century Commu-
nity Learning Centers Program 
grant, a California Partnership 
Academies Program, a School 
& Library Improvement Block 
Grant from the state, an Arts & 
Music Block Grant, a High Prior-
ity Schools Grant, a No Child 
Left Behind Title I program 
grant, and an Economic Impact 
Aid program grant.
    According to Fairly, even with 
all of the above grants, Oakland 
Tech needs more money. “Unfor-
tunately, the hole in next year’s 
budget that is being caused by 
the inability of California to meet 

its own budgetary needs can-
not be filled by the grants that 
we have now.” He said, “The 
school’s strong programs require 
a stable level of support, and the 
grants that Oakland Tech has 
been receiving are already com-
mitted to specific areas. In order 
to completely fill the shortfall, 
additional resources will be 
required.”
    If California receives a grant 
during Phase Two of Race To the 
Top the state would receive an 
estimated $700 million. Money 
which would patch the gap in 
education funding and help Oak-
land Tech to continue funding 
programs such as the after school 
program and its academies.

Achievement gap 
statistics:
-7000 students drop out of 
school everyday in the U.S. We 
have the highest drop out rate of 
any developed nation.
-Every 26 seconds a student 
drops out of school in the U.S.
High school graduates are likely 
to live 7 yrs longer than high 
school drop outs
-Dropouts are 5-7 times more 
likely to go to jail than high 
school graduates.
-On average, 50% of African 
Americans and Latino students 
graduate, while 79% Cauca-
sian students and 76% Asian 
students do.

UC Berkeley
Anna Bloom
Fernando Gallo
Jerome Hubbard
Karen McIntyre

Jenna PoLLack / scribe
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Swoosh rally: air ball or slam dunk?
By CARMEn ZHEnG
staff writer

carmen Zheng / scribe

Oakland Tech seniors show their spirit during the swoosh rally Feb. 26.

? ? ? ? ? ? ? 
Questions 
we ask 
people
? ? ? ? ? ? ?

Q: If you were a teach-
er, would you strike?

“ I think I would strike, you 
know because of budget cuts, 
I would want to be part of the 
movement, because that’s scan-
dalous.”
 - Tamasha Franklin,
11th grade

“Yes, because they deserve to get 
money because they work really 
hard. It’s not fair to deny them 
the money they deserve.”
 -Tim Wolf, 11th grade

“Yes, because I need that money 
too. It’s not right. They should 
be putting that money toward 
student stuff.”
 -Amber Addison, 
9th grade

Quotes and pictures 
collected by Regina 
napolitano and linnaea 
Weld

By SAMI lAMOnT
contributing writer

30 things to do 
with the Scribe

1) A fan
2) A placemat
3) An awesome pirate hat 
4) Paper mache material
5) A tablecloth
6) An origami crane
7) A ball
8) A doodle pad
9) Scratch paper for math
10) An envelope
11) Wrapping paper
12) Hamster mattress
13) Food for goats
14) An umbrella 
15) A parasol

16) A bookmark
17) A cup insulator
18) A window wiper
19) A cat claw sharpener
20) A duster
21) A coloring book for kids
22) A super cool telescope
23) A ninja knife
24) A microphone
25) An emergency hand wipe
26) A protest sign
27) A shoe shiner
28) A dry seat for wet grass
29) A mask for acting sneaky
30) An interesting newspaper 

    Students and staff who at-
tended the swoosh rally were 
not surprised to hear that cheers 
could be heard halfway across 
campus. The people who did 
not attend, however, might be 
skeptical. 
    Did Oakland Tech really have 
that much fun at the rally?  Was 
the swoosh rally a great event 
that should be repeated or just a 
school-related occasion taking 
away one-and-a half hours of our 
lives?
    Unlike other assemblies or ral-
lies, attendance was not manda-
tory.  Teachers discreetly stated 
they would disregard a student’s 
absence before the rally started. 
This assured that whoever at-
tended the rally really wanted to 
be present and was not forced to 
go. Also, for a day, anyone could 
go against fashion rules and wear 
purple pants with a neon yellow 
T-shirt without fellow classmates 
staring like you sprouted fins.
    School spirit was in the air 
and no one could deny it.  At the 
rally, the bleachers in the girl’s 
gym creaked as students from 
each and every grade expressed 
their class pride by simply 
shouting a graduation year. Tech 
cheered on all the performers, 
showing enthusiasm. 
    When varsity basketball 
missed a few shots, the students 
kept on the encouraging smiles 
until they heard the familiar 
swoosh of triumph.
    However, the few people who 
were not smiling at all were the 

students who were forced to 
attend the rally. A few teachers 
announced that students who 
did not go to the Swoosh Rally 
would be punished with phone 
calls home and a sprinkle of F 
grades.
    Most students obeyed their 
commands and grudgingly 
dragged themselves over to the 
gym to watch one-and-a half 
hours of hip-hop dance perfor-
mances. 
    It was obvious that such a 
small location could not house 
all of Oakland Tech, so it was 
probably an invitation to hop on 
a bus and be freed from more dry 
humor.
    If the school had really wanted 
mandatory attendance, the rally 
should have been in a bigger 

setting--but everyone knows the 
sound system works a million 
times better with an echo. 
    Was the Swoosh Rally a 
complete waste of time? People 
were squished onto the bleachers 
and listened to loud music blar-
ing from “ultra-sound” speakers. 
Aside from their favorite tunes 
being played, some people who 
attended just were not as inter-
ested as they could have been. 
Or was the swoosh rally the 
exact opposite of wasting time? 
Cheering on your classmates 
while all dancing to your favorite 
soundtrack sounds great. 
    Students showed excitement 
in the activities and bonded with 
their grade level to wholeheart-
edly compete to see who had 
the most school spirit. Laughter 

could be heard from every direc-
tion and there were flashes of 
purple and gold. 
    As McKayla Brekke, winner 
of the Ms. Beckham Award at the 
swoosh rally stated, “The rally in 
my opinion was pretty good and 
calm. Not the best because it was 
sad some people didn’t come.”

Happy Earth 
Day

Recycle this 
paper

OT
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Athletic Calendar

moLLy greer / scribe

Sophmore Madeline Gelb practices her high jump.  
The track team has competed in two all-comers 
meets and one invitational tournament and is about 
to begin the regular Oakland Athletic League sea-
son. Its first league meet is on Thursday at 3:30 pm.

moLLy greer / scribe

Sophmore Hope Schwartz plays defense for the 
Oakland Tech girl’s lacrosse team. Like most of the 
team, Hope is a first-year player.  The girl’s lacrosse 
team plays a doubleheader at home on Saturday, 
starting at 9:30 am.

moLLy greer / scribe
Sophmore Kyle Kelly 
takes an at-bat during 
a March 19 home game 
against Skyline. The Var-
sity baseball team has a 
three-game lead in the 
Oakland Atheltic League 
title race.

Results

Thursday, April 14
W, 13-7 Baseball vs Skyline

Wednesday, March 31
W, 14-2 Baseball vs. Oakland 
High

Tuesday, March 30
W, 3-2 (25-18, 21-25, 21-25, 
25-19, 15-9) Boys Volleyball vs. 
St. Mary’s

Friday, March 26
W, 8-1 Baseball at Castlemont
W, 121-112 (Girls Varsity) W, 
133- 89 (Boys Varsity) Swim-
ming vs. Skyline

Thursday, March 25
W, 3-0 (25-18, 25-18, 25-19) 
Boys Volleyball vs. Oakland 
High

Wednesday, March 24
W, forfeit Baseball vs. McCly-
monds (forfeit)

Tuesday, March 23
L, 3-1 (11-25, 25-21, 23-25, 10-
25) Boys Volleyball vs. Alameda 
HS

Friday, March 19
W, 158-82 (Boys Varsity) W, 
138-80 (Girls Varsity) Swimming 
at Oakland High

Upcoming Games

Tuesday, April 20
4:00 pm Softball vs. Castlemont
4:30 pm Boys Volleyball at 
Oakland High

Wednesday, April 21
3:30 pm Baseball JV vs. St. 
Mary’s
3:30 pm Baseball vs. Castlemont

Thursday, April 22
3:30 pm Track and Field Oak-
land Tech-Oakland High-Fre-
mont
4:00 pm Boys Volleyball at St. 
Elizabeth’s (scrimmage)
4:00 pm Softball at Fremont

Friday, April 23
3:30 pm Baseball at Oakland 
High
3:45 pm Baseball JV vs. Pied-
mont
4:30 pm Boys Volleyball at 
Berkeley

Saturday, April 24
8:30 am Track and Field James 
Logan Bay Area Top 8
9:00 am Swimming OAL Cham-
pionship Meet

Tuesday, April 27
4:00 pm Softball at McCly-
monds

3:30 pm Track and Field Oak-
land Tech-Fremont-Skyline at 
Skyline
4:00 pm Baseball JV vs. Berke-
ley HS

Thursday, April 29
4:00 pm Softball at Oakland 
High
4:30 pm Boys Volleyball at 
Alameda

Friday, April 30
3:30 pm Baseball vs. Skyline
4:00 pm Baseball JV vs. Alam-
eda

Tuesday, May 4
4:00 pm Softball at Skyline
4:30 pm Boys Volleyball at St. 
Elizabeth’s

OT
Athletics

moLLy greer / scribe
Matteaus Cornell pitches against Skyline March 19 at  
home.  He was the winning pitcher.

4:30 pm Boys Volleyball at 
Berkeley

Wednesday, April 28
3:30 pm Baseball at Fremont


