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New True Burger, Blue Bottle to Enhance 
Growing Foodie Scene Around Tech

The site of a new True Burger location set to open this winter

By Josef Starc
   Adding to the already strong col-
lection of food selections around 
Oakland Tech, True Burger, the 
popular hamburger joint, will be 
opening a second location this win-
ter at 41st & Broadway. True Burger, 
which has been open at 146 Grand 
near Lake Merritt, prides itself on 
providing a well-made burger at a 
relatively low price; while the $5.15 
TrueBurger currently being sold 
is undoubtedly more expensive 
than the offerings across the street 
at Burger King, the quality of the 
Trueburger will definitely increase 
the standard for lunch at Oakland 
Tech. In addition to the classic True-
burger, the restaurant promises to 
bring its all-beef hot dogs, signa-

ture french fries and thick milk-
shakes to the Temescal food scene, a 
hotspot for niche eateries. In recent 
years, the neighborhood has seen a 
surge in restaurants with a huge fol-
lowing, including Homeroom and 
Bakesale Betty’s. Trueburger, with 
a thriving business already down-
town, promises to add itself to the 
burgeoning food scene in the Te-
mescal and offer even more food 
options to Oakland Tech students. 
   In addition, the WC Morse build-
ing across the street from Oakland 
Tech at 42nd & Broadway will soon 
be occupied by Blue Bottle Coffee, a 
well-known Oakland-based brew-
ery. Blue Bottle currently has loca-
tions in San Francisco and at 300 
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New Year, New 
Principal
By Veronica Larkin

    Students who left school to enjoy 
their summers the minute that last 
bell rang in June were likely surprised 
to come back to the message that 
Tech’s past principal, Ms. Andujar, 
has moved on, and that vice principal 
Ms. Morrison has stepped up to take 
her spot. With nine years of experi-
ence working at Tech, it’s clear that  
Ms. Morrison is ready for the job.  
    When asked if she has any big 
goals or wants to make any sweep-
ing changes at Tech, Ms. Morrison’s 
response essentially boiled down to 
“No.”  She added, “I want to continue 
educating students at a high standard 
and positively affecting the culture of 

(Food continues on Page 2)
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Welcome Back Students and Staff !

(Principal continues on Page 3)

▲This month’s Scribe logo is illustrated by Henry Mcclellan. See it in full color at OaklandTech.com/Staff/TheScribe
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Fruitvale Station: 5 Reasons to See it Now

By Celia Cody-Carrese

    Ryan Coogler’s directorial debut is a 
must-see, and here’s why:

1. Oakland – This movie, unlike many 
films set in a specific place but instead 
filmed on a Hollywood set, was actual-
ly filmed in the Bay Area. Look out for 
Farmer Joe’s market, shots of Fruitvale, 
and lots of scenes on BART. The movie 
accurately captures the life of a 22 year-
old living in the Bay. Oscar Grant uses 
“hella” and “bruh” just the right amount 
of times, interacts with a multitude of 
ethnicities, and shows the kind of friend-
liness and community that is found no-
where else but Oakland.

2. Michael B. Jordan – The whole cast is 
stellar, but Jordan is especially mesmer-
izing. The actor, who portrays Oscar 
Grant, delivers an Oscar-worthy perfor-
mance (no pun intended). Jordan creates 
such a multi-faceted and real character 
you can’t help but feel like this is the real 
Grant, as if you are watching the actual 
last day of this man’s life.

3. Grant isn’t perfect – Coogler doesn’t 
try to show Grant as some kind of mag-
ically perfect man; he explores many 

elements of his 
character. Grant is 
kind and quick to 
help, and we see 
this when he calls 
his grandmother to 
help a customer at 
Farmer Joe’s with a 
cooking question. 
But we also see that 
Grant has a trou-
bled past and has 
spent time in pris-
on. He is hot-head-
ed and quick to get 

angry, but wonderfully tender and goofy 
with his daughter. Grant is a young man 
who has made some mistakes, but he 
is dedicated to his family and working 
hard to get his life back on track. The fact 
that this chance is taken away from him 
is what makes his death so much more 
tragic.

4. It’s not overdone – In many ways, the 
film is really pretty simple. It follows 
Grant through his last 30-some hours 
on Earth, and doesn’t have any scenes of 
riots, protests, or even his trial. The film 
doesn’t include anyone’s political views 
on the subject. Instead, it speaks for it-
self by showing how lethal the combina-
tion of fear and racism can be.

5. It’s timely – The movie, which was re-
leased a day before George Zimmerman 
was found not guilty in the Trayvon Mar-
tin case, is a perfect portrait of race-rela-
tions in America and the inequalities in 
our justice system at a perfect time. The 
film shows a diverse community, a testa-
ment to how far we’ve come, alongside 
the scary truth of how incredibly far we 
have to go. Now is the time to demand 
changes in the institutions that are meant 
to protect all Americans, no matter what 
they look or sound like. ☐

Fruitvale Station marquee at Oakland’s Grand Lake Theater
Anya Ku/The Scribe

Webster Street in Oakland, near 
Jack London Square, providing 
freshly-made local coffee since 
2009. The new café, to open 
this winter in the  former auto 
showroom, will be Blue Bottle’s 
largest location to date and will 
provide Tech students and staff 
with a convenient new spot to 
get fresh, locally-made coffee. 
Both TrueBurger and Blue Bot-
tle demonstrate the growing 
“foodie” scene around Oakland 
Tech and give hope that the days 
of only fast food options near 
school are coming to an end. ☐

Dates to 
Remember
Compiled by Anya Ku

Registration – Aug. 14th and 
15th for Freshmen, 16th for 
Sophmores, 19th for Juniors,  

20th for Seniors. Make-up 
day on Aug. 23. All days run 

drop-in 9a-3p (freshmen must 
attend orientation from 9am-

noon).

Freshmen BBQ – Fri. Aug. 
23rd. 5-7p. at Lake Temescal.

First Day of School – Mon. 
Aug. 26th. First period starts 

at 8:30. 

Labor Day / No School – Mon. 
Sept. 2. 

Minimum Days – Wed. Sept 11 
and Wed. Sept 18. Dismissal at 

1:05.

Senior Sunrise – Fri. Sept. 13 
(subject to change). 

(Food continued from Page 1)
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5 Reminders to Start the 
School Year Off Right 

By Aviva Kardener
 

    New Year’s has long passed, and as 
usual, most of us haven’t quite followed 
through with our resolutions. Here comes 
another opportunity to start afresh, aca-
demically at least. Keep these pointers in 
mind as you get back into school:

1. Sleep well. We all get to a point at night 
where no amount of extra cramming 
can help us out. That’s when it is time to 
turn out the lights, and get a good night’s 
sleep. If you are exhausted in the morn-
ing and falling asleep in class, then you 
will probably do worse on any tests you 
take, and you will learn less for your next 
ones. Instead, try going to bed earlier and 
waking up earlier for extra time to finish 
up your work with a fresh mind. 

2. Eat breakfast every morning. You’ve 
heard it before because it’s true – break-
fast really is the most important meal of 
the day. Eating before school helps your 
body restart its metabolism and gives you 
the energy, nutrients, and focus you will 
need to stay on track with your studies.

3. Ask questions. Teachers want you to do 
it because it will make learning easier, so 
find the time before, during, or after class 
to seek clarification for what you don’t 
understand.

4. Keep a journal or agenda to stay orga-
nized. Write down every test, project or 
assignment as you hear about it and you 
won’t have to worry about remembering 
so much.

5. Take a lunch for yourself. We all get so 
swamped up in all the great clubs we’ve 
joined and the meetings we have to go to. 
Find some time at lunch once in a while 
to just relax and take a break from school 
– after all, that is what it’s for.  ☐

school,” mentioning  tactics such as 
the Pillar System, which Tech uti-
lized last year to reduce unaccept-
able behavior between students. 
She believes the programs she de-
veloped working alongside Ms. 
Andujar saw much success, so she 
hopes to keep these systems intact. 
 Despite her enthusiasm 
toward keeping what’s working 
intact, there is one change that she 
does plan on making which she is 
particularly adamant about. “Tech 
needs to have more positive recog-
nition of students who are suc-
ceeding,” she said. Although she 
is concerned about the violence 
in Oakland, she does not feel that 
tightening the reins on students is 
a good solution. She feels that as 
far as discipline goes, the way to 
get through to students is “with 
relationships, not consequences.” 
This belief has had a significant 
impact on her desire to implement 
more positive recognition of stu-
dents who are doing well.
 When asked about her 
experience working in elementary 
school prior to joining the staff at 
Oakland Tech, she replied, “There 
is no comparing the two. Elemen-
tary school and high school are 
completely different worlds.” Right 
now, though, she is focused on 
Tech and wants everyone to know 
that she is prepared to work hard 
to maintain Tech’s standing as 
the #1 high school in the district.
them.  ☐
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(Principal continued from Page 1)

Scribe Staff Share Their 
Best Tips for Incoming 

Freshmen
 Compiled by Rafael Sands

    Thinking back on our journies here 
at Oakland Tech, we made a list of a 
few things we wish someone would’ve 
told us when we began. Here they are: 

“Your locker will save you freshmen 
year. The key to actually getting your 
locker is to wait in the locker line, day 
in and day out. It takes forever and it 
sucks, but it will be worth it.” -Aviva

“Freshmen year does count - you send 
your grades and activities from fresh-
men year to colleges just as you do for 
any other. So why get off to bad start?” 
-Anya and Rafi

“Whenever you’re about to go eat out 
at a restaurant for lunch, call them 
with your order beforehand so that 
when you arrive, you can just pick up 
your food and skip the line.” -Sammi

“Ask questions in class and have a 
friendly relationship with your teach-
ers. Talking to your teachers lets them 
know you are interested and you care 
about doing well.”  -Veronica

“Find out how you study best. Try dif-
ferent methods until you find the one 
that is the most effective for you. Also, 
some methods may work better for 
certain subjects.” -Celia

“Don’t leave things in your locker 
during the school year if you don’t 
open it. It could, and will, get re-
assigned to someone else and your 
things will get thrown away.” -Anya

(Tips continues on Page 4)
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“Do your work. Just do it.” 
- Scott

“Don’t worry about whether 
or not you get into the honors 
classes and academies. Oak-
land Tech is a good school for 
everybody. You can still suc-
ceed in high school and get 
into college without being in all 
the ‘top’ classes.” -Josef

“Make friends with teachers 
that have microwaves, places to leave 
your stuff, or a spot to eat lunch when 
it rains. It will pay off.” -Rafi

“Talk to your teachers one-on-one 
outside of class. Get to know them. 
You will be amazed by the diverse 
and unique personalities they pos-
sess and the care they have for you as 
a student and a person.” -Sammi

“Don’t be scared but don’t be a jerk.” 
- Scott

“Don’t stress over what friends you 
have or don’t have. You will get to 
know the people you have classes 
with or do activities with, and that’s 
not going to be everybody. Be thank-
ful for the friends you have and don’t 
take them for granted – they’ll get 
you through a lot!” -Celia

“In high school, you become respon-
sible for your education. Take ad-
vantage of this, and talk to friends, 
family, teachers, or even tutors to 
make sure you are learning and un-
derstanding your courses.” -Aviva

“Being organized about making sure 
that you have enough time to do 
homework and enough time to see 
your friends is a necessity in high 
school.” -Veronica ☐
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(Tips continued from Page 3) Want an easy, accessible way to find out about school 
events, activities, and more?

Come Learn More About Oakland Tech Student Journalism!
Anyone and everyone who is interested in writing, editing, illustrating, photographing, distributing, or designing 
for the Oakland Tech Scribe is invited to come learn more about joining Tech’s official student journalism club. 

What: Oakland Tech Student Journalism Launch Meeting
When: Monday, September 9 at lunch (we will start around 12:50)
Where: Ms. Haugen’s room, room 106
Why: Take a stand and have a voice in your school and community. Learn, through experience, the power and 
influence of journalism. Meet people who share an interest in public media. And, of course, add something mean-
ingful to your college application or resumé. 
More info: Join us online at facebook.com/groups/thescribenewspaper or email thescribenewspaper@gmail.com.
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