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Stylish, Trendy, and Distinctly Oakland
Blue Bottle Opens Iconic New Café at 42nd and Broadway
By Molly Hetherwick and Jessica Gagliardi

 It’s lunchtime on a regular school day 
and droves of teenagers can be seen schlep-
ping halfway to upper campus. Bleary eyed 
and grouchy faced, these adolescent hikers 
are on a mission, however energy-deprived: 
coffee. Caffeine junkies, sloth-like without 
an espresso shot, form a line out the door 
of the overcrowded Starbucks in the outlet 
mall at 51st and Broadway. It’s truly a de-
pressing sight. 
 But fear not! Now, coffee and tea 
drinkers alike hardly have to walk a block for 
their midday energy spike. Oakland-based 
Blue Bottle Coffee is brewing its biggest in-
vestment yet – a 2,000 square foot café on 
the corner of 42nd and Broadway, right 
across the street from Oakland Tech. This 
café, which opened on February 6, is larger 
than all other West Coast Blue Bottle cafés 
combined – plus, thanks to its ample space, 
it is the first Blue Bottle location with a seat-
ing area. 
 The trendy new shop is housed in 
the old W.C. Morse building, once home to 
a busy auto display shop when Auto Row 
was in its prime. The building is over 100 
years old and was one of the few structures 

to survive both the 1906 and the 1989 earth-
quakes, which were devastating to most 
buildings in the Bay Area. Because of its 
rich history, the renovation and preparation 
of the space required meticulous planning 
and care in order to preserve the vintage 
storefront from the early 1900’s. Blue Bot-
tle chose to build on that particular corner 
for a variety of reasons: one, because own-
er James Freeman appreciates the building, 
with its 20-foot ceilings and tiled exterior 
walls. The second is just as simple: “Oakland 
has been awesome to us, so I think it’s worth 
investing in Oakland,” states Freeman. “We 
just want to give back.” 
 After the overwhelming success of 
the company’s Webster St. joint just a few 
miles down the road from the new shop, 
Blue Bottle has expanded all around the Bay 
Area and on the East Coast in Brooklyn. The 
success of the new café will help determine 
how and where Blue Bottle expands in the 
future – a good kickoff and a steady supply 
of groggy, java craving patrons means more 
for the Bay. 
 When asked about the new café’s 
opening, students’ reactions ranged from ea-
ger anticipation to indifference: the promise 
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Bike Lanes, New Student Drop-
Off Coming Soon to Broadway

By Josef Starc
 Coming soon, Oak-
land Tech students can expect 
a new configuration of Broad-
way with added bicycle facili-
ties and a new setup for buses 
and cars dropping off in front 
of school. 
 The project, proposed 
by the City of Oakland and 
supported by bicycle advocacy 
groups including the East Bay 
Bicycle Coalition and Walk 
Oakland Bike Oakland, will 
connect to the existing bike-
way on 40th Street. Last fall, 
40th Street was repaved and, as 
part of the pavement rehabili-
tation, green lanes were added 
to the center of the roadway 
to highlight bike presence and 
raise drivers’ awareness. 
 With the new proj-
ect, the City hopes to stripe 
bike lanes from 38th Street to 
Broadway Terrace, near Cali-
fornia College of Arts & Crafts 
and Oakland Tech’s Upper 
Campus. This will eventual-
ly lead to a stretch of over 2.5 
miles of uninterrupted bike 

lanes, from Broadway Terrace 
to 14th Street downtown. The 
ambitious project essentially 
requires three separate stages 
to be completed before cyclists 
can travel from Rockridge to 
City Hall. In addition to the 
section that travels in front 
of Oakland Tech, the existing 
bike lanes from the Interstate 
580 undercrossing to 25th 
Street are due to be extend-
ed 9 blocks into downtown. 
The gap between 38th Street 
and the freeway is also due to 
be striped for bicycles, as part 
of the completion of the con-
struction of the new Kaiser fa-
cilities. The new facilities will 
be a welcome addition for stu-
dents who commute to school 
via bike and have traditionally 
relied on Webster Street, which 
is the designated bikeway in 
the area. 
 While bicycle advo-
cates may celebrate, many 
drivers are concerned with the 
potential traffic implications 
on Broadway in the morning 

(Coffee continues on Page 8)
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New Budget Allocation System Coming to California Schools
By John R. Oberholzer

 The Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF) is 
a new initiative redefining the way that the state of Cal-
ifornia allocates funding to school districts and charter 
schools. The goal of the LCFF is to give more power to in-
dividual districts and improve graduation and matricula-
tion rates. There are a few basic principles of funding that 
are changing with the LCFF: how much money is being 
given to districts and how that money will be distributed.
            The LCFF will not remove any funding from any 
district. Instead, it is slated to roll out increased funding 
over a period of eight years. The basic formula includes 
three parts: a Base Grant of $7,463 times the Average Daily 
Attendance, a Supplemental Grant that is 20% of the Base 
Grant, and finally, a Concentration Grant that is 50% of 
the Base Grant. The Concentration Grant only applies to 
districts with a student body of more than 55% low-in-
come students, English learners, and foster youth. 
 This third funding method is huge for Oakland as 
these three types of students make up a large portion of 

the OUSD student population. This will mean $4.5 million 
for the next school year, and that is just a start. Accord-
ing to Tech Principal Staci Ross-Morrison, “Many funds 
that were restricted are now unrestricted, and we will have 
more control over how they are spent at schools.”
            The primary change with distribution of funds under 
LCFF is that, instead of giving schools an equal amount of 
money for each day of attendance, students with higher 
needs (including special education students, foster youth, 
English learners, and low-income students) are given 
more funds based on their need. This change will affect 
OUSD greatly considering our high concentration of the 
aforementioned student profiles.
            In addition to LCFF, however, OUSD also has 
the Superintendent’s Budget System Proposal. Our Su-
perintendent was directed by the school board to review 
the current budgeting process and come up with changes 
to better align that process with the LCFF. Some of those 
recommendations include granting schools 100% of their 
allocation instead of a pro-
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Oakland Sees Launch of Campaign for Youth Sex Trafficking Awareness
By John R. Oberholzer

 “Buying a teen for sex is child 
abuse. Turning a blind eye is neglect.” 
You may have seen billboards with this 
or related text around Oakland. A new 
initiative from the District Attorney’s 
office is seeking to promote awareness 
of human trafficking in Oakland and 
give our youth a safer community.
            Each night on the streets of Oakland, 
at least 100 teenagers are sold for sex. 
This is human trafficking, an egregious 
human rights violation that plagues our 
city to an unrecognizable extent. Oak-

land has been declared a “high intensity 
child prostitution area” by the FBI and 
ranks nationally for its volume of teen 
trafficking. Hope for the victims of these 
crimes is provided through programs 
like HEAT Watch (Human Exploitation 
and Trafficking Watch) and MISSSEY 
(Motivating, Inspiring, Supporting, and 
Serving Sexually Exploited Youth). The 
PR blitz that has taken hold of Oakland 
over the last month is a project resulting 
from the partnership of the District At-
torney’s office and MISSSEY.
            The billboards and bus stop ad-

vertisements are the creation of Genice 
Jacobs, a foster mother and volunteer 
with MISSSEY. Input was taken direct-
ly from survivors of human trafficking, 
including the slogans and pictures. The 
messages were posted at over 65 loca-
tions across the city, thanks in part to 
the advertising company Clear Chan-
nel Outdoor. The goal of the posters 
and billboards is to convey the message 
that we all need to help end human traf-
ficking as a community. Oakland Youth 
Commissioner and Tech Junior Sydney 
Nguyen says, “We need to make this 
message loud and clear that our com-
munity will not tolerate the sale and 
purchase of children for sex. If you see 
something, say something.”
            Alameda County District At-
torney Nancy O’Malley has made it a 
special point to raise awareness and 
combat human trafficking and sexual 
exploitation of minors. This campaign 
is only the most recent installment in a 
history of cooperation between HEAT 
Watch, MISSSEY, and Ms. O’Malley’s 
office. Hopefully by collaborating and 
spreading the word with public projects 
and awareness outreach, our commu-
nity can be empowered to fight back 
against the human trafficking and child 
sexual exploitation epidemic in our city. 
☐

Dates to 
Remember
Compiled by Anya Ku

Weds Feb 19 – Minimum 
Day

Fri Feb 21 – Black History 
Month Dance Assembly 

(7PM) 

Tue-Thurs Feb 25-27 – Ski 
Trip

Weds Mar 5 – Minimum 
Day 

Fri Mar 7 – End of 1st 
Marking Period

Weds Mar 12 - Minimum 
Day

Sat Mar 15 - PTSA Auction

More at oaklandtech.com

News

FROM THE WEB
Last month, we asked

readers in an online poll:

Is the ‘Domain Awareness 
Center’ going too far to 

reduce crime in Oakland?

13% said YES: The DAC 
will unjustly breach citi-

zens’ privacy rights. 

40% said NO: The DAC 
will make great use of 

technology in reducing 
crime; the privacy threat 

is minimal. 

47% said it’s too soon to 
tell 

Visit
oaklandtechscribe.com
now to vote in our 

latest poll:

What’s your go-to spot 
for coffee/tea at Tech?

1) The new Blue 
Bottle of course!

2) Starbucks at 51st 
and Broadway

3) Lee’s Donuts

4) Primavera Café

5) No coffee for me!

CA Students Take on Teacher Tenure in State Courts
By Rafael Sands

 Nine California public high 
school students, including one from 
Oakland High School, are taking the 
state’s controversial teacher tenure pol-
icy to the courts, arguing that teacher 
employment protection  hurts minority 
and low income students the most.
         Teacher tenure, awarded to 
most new teachers within 18 months of 
their hiring, was originally designed to 
protect teachers from losing their jobs 
based on race, gender, pregnancy, and 
other arbitrary factors. Many Califor-
nians now oppose the policy because it 
imposes lengthy and complex processes 
for firing teachers and means that inef-
fective teachers continue to teach. Ac-
cording to John Deasy, the superinten-
dent of the Los Angeles Unified School 
District and a witness in the trial, firing 
a tenured teacher can cost the school 
district $500,000 to several million dol-
lars and take several years to complete.
         The students in the trial con-
tend that teacher tenure in California 
is discriminatory because schools with 
the most minority and low income stu-
dents are more likely to get stuck with 
the worst teachers. They believe that 
teacher tenure is prohibitive in learning 
as it removes a layer of accountability 
that would otherwise ensure a quality 
classroom environment. Oakland Tech 
teachers had differing views on the is-
sue.
         Oakland Tech social studies 
teacher Ms. Wolfe suggested that while 
tenure, in principle, is the right thing to 

do, it isn’t being carried out properly. “It 
takes 5 years to make a good teacher,” 
but current policy only allows school 
districts about 18 months to decide 
whether or not to award tenure to a new 
teacher, she said. “The problem today is 
how teachers are evaluated,” because a 
weak evaluation system leaves teachers 
off the hook to do whatever they want. 
Unlike the OUSD’s current system of 
spotty two year district evaluations, 
“evaluations should be done by admin-
istrators, other teachers, and some sort 
of professional team from a university,” 
she added.
         Oakland Tech math teacher 
Mr. Harris had a slightly different per-
spective on the controversial issue. Mr. 
Harris believes that the problem isn’t 
“bad teachers,” but rather, an uncon-
trolled and unfair environment that 
these teachers are thrown into. “Over 
my career, I’ve seen too many really 
great teachers be put in really bad situ-
ations, including behav-
ioral problems and kids 
that don’t care, and giv-
en bad evaluations,” he 
explained. “Everyone 
thinks kids will learn by 
magic because a teacher 
is ‘good,’ but many times 
it has less to do with the 
teacher and more to do 
with the environment.” 
He believes cutting 
teacher tenure won’t 
help the problem, which 
is much more complex 

than simply “bad teachers.” 
         The defendants in the case in-
clude Governor Jerry Brown, the Cal-
ifornia Teacher’s Association and the 
California Federation of Teachers. They 
argue that tenure is necessary to attract 
qualified applicants to teaching posi-
tions, which are generally very low pay-
ing in the first place.
         This isn’t the first time teacher 
tenure has been challenged in court, 
but it is novel that the plaintiffs are us-
ing the civil rights argument to fight 
against it. Even so, it is unlikely the case 
will cause any real policy change in a 
state like California, with several very 
strong teachers’ unions spending more 
on lobbying in the state than any other 
political group and a legislature with a 
Democratic majority. ☐

New Oakland billboards are part of a campaign to raise awareness for the city’s sex traf-
ficking epidemic.  Anya Ku / The Scribe. 

Oakland High senior Brandon Debose 
argues for why he believes teacher tenure 
is destroying California’s public education 
system. Photo courtesy Students Matter. 
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Local Organization 
Helps Youth Stay In 
School and Out of 

Juvenile Hall 
 By Anna Rosenfeld

 A major problem facing Oakland 
youth coming out of the juvenile justice 
system is staying out of it, and a local orga-
nization called “Oakland Unite” aims to fix 
this problem. It’s working to help get stu-
dents back into school as soon as possible 
and set up a database with which case man-
agers can better supervise their students’ 
progress and experiences upon re-entering 
school. 
 47% of the youth on probation in 
Alameda County are from Oakland. This 
means that there are a lot of youth re-enter-
ing school after spending time in juvenile 
hall. Research has shown that once youth get 
out of juvenile hall, it is extremely difficult 
to adjust to being back in school, especially 
since they have fallen behind. Recidivism 
rates (the number of people re-entering the 
juvenile system system once out) are very 
high for Alameda County largely because 
youth re-entering schools face many chal-
lenges that districts like the OUSD cannot 
always fully attend to with limited resourc-
es. Many youth get “stuck” in the criminal 
justice system for non-serious crimes that 
come from facing hard circumstances. 
According to Kate Weisburd, an attorney 
at the East Bay Community Law Center’s 
Youth Defender Project, this can be seen as 
“the criminalization of childhood poverty 
and instability.”
 That is why Oakland Unite, an or-
ganization that aims to help at risk mem-
bers of the Oakland community, has set up 
a database for the OUSD that case manag-
ers can use to monitor students’ daily atten-
dance records, notices of suspension, and 
information about academic successes and 
challenges after leaving juvenile hall. This 
helps case managers give youth more of the 
attention that they need because they now 
have easy access to important information 
that they previously have had to individual-
ly obtain from each student.
 Another way in which Oakland 
Unite is trying to help ensure that youth 
coming out of juvenile hall have a fair 
chance of succeeding in school is by pro-
viding the funds for a principal to be on 
site at the juvenile hall. This principal is 
responsible for placing students in schools 
that will best fit the individuals even be-
fore they are released. Previously, it could 
take months for a youth to get back into 
school. This time in between juvenile hall 
and school is lost time that could be used 
to make the adjustment to school more 
smooth and to make youth feel more sup-
ported. The principal is also supposed to 
find schools for youth different from the 
ones they came from because it has been 
understood that sending youth back to the 
schools in which they had trouble in could 
put them at a larger risk for recidivism.
 Youth coming out of juvenile hall 
face many challenges, none of which are 
made easier by a lack of support from 
adults. Hopefully, with Oakland Unite’s da-
tabase, case managers will be better able to 
help youth succeed in school with the fresh 
start they deserve. ☐

News

Oakland’s popular street fair, held on the first Friday of each month year-round, attracts thousands of visitors who 
spend upwards of $80 each on food, drinks, art and entertainment, giving the city a significant economic boost.

First Friday Events Great for Local Businesses 
Despite Violence, New Study Shows

By Nicholas Pingitore
 A new economic impact 
report on Oakland’s popular street 
fair event, “First Friday,” is shining 
a positive light on the event which 
has been threatened by several vio-
lent incidents. 
 What started as an art gal-
lery walk near Telegraph and West 
Grand in 2006 mushroomed into 
what is now a full-fledged street 
fair. First Friday is meant to be a 
celebration of artists in Oakland, 
but it has had to deal with serious 
violence. Last year, two successive 
shootings at two successive events 
threatened to end this beloved 
Oakland hangout. No arrests were 
made, and the question of whether 
First Friday is safe and manageable 
was posed by residents, merchants, 
and city officials alike.
         Luckily, Mayor Jean Quan 
refrained from closing down the 
street fair completely because it is 
a huge money maker for local mer-
chants. Local Mills College Gradu-
ate Student Victoria Swift studied 
the economics of First Friday for 5 

months and found that the average 
visitor spends around $80 at the 
event, and sales for local businesses 
increase by margins of 100-250% 
in just one night. She also noted in 
her January report that merchants 
liked that they were able to get 
their products on the market and 
seen by thousands of people. “It’s 
a great way for me to test my new 
dishes and get notoriety for my 
food!” said First Friday food stall 
operator Rebecca Jackson. 
        To some, First Friday may 
even be a method to combat vio-
lence in Oakland. “It’s a great way 
to get youth outside and see a little 
bit of the city they live in. There’s 
so much culture in Oakland, and 
nobody even knows about it!” said 
Mark Sallop, a First Friday attend-
ee.
 Ironically, though, the vi-
olence that has caused so many 
problems for First Friday and has 
historically plagued Oakland may 
have had a hand in creating the 
positive image of the downtown 
street fair. “It should be noted that 
Oakland’s trendy rebirth is very 

much propagated on the rebellious 
image of gritty Oakland,” said Lu-
kas Brekke-Miesner, a program di-
rector of Oakland Tech’s Real Hard 
club. He went on to say that “what 
makes Oakland attractive, to insid-
ers and outsiders alike, is its unrul-
iness, its organicity and viscerality.”
         To some the street fair is a 
ticking time bomb, waiting to at-
tract crime and more shootings. To 
others, it is an integral part of the 
Oakland community and gives a 
boost to the city’s small business-
es. However one sees First Friday, 
most can agree it’s original. The 
brick buildings of Telegraph are vi-
brant, colorful even, with the lights 
of street vendors, the bustle of the 
crowd, and the smell of homemade 
food. While there is no mistake 
that crime did find its way into the 
street fair, this reflection of Oak-
land, this trendy and urban gath-
ering, is an integral part of local 
culture, and it’s here to stay.
 

The next First Friday event will be 
held on Friday, March 7th. ☐

Photo courtesy Oakland Local

portion based on attendance and 
allocating more funds to schools 
with larger amounts of high-need 
students. Realistically, these pro-
posals mean that Oakland Tech 
will receive less additional funding 
than other schools in the future as 
more money will be allocated to 
schools in neighborhoods of high-
er need.  
 Another important goal 

of the LCFF is increasing local ac-
countability. This is promoted by 
the LCAP: the Local Control Ac-
countability Plan. This is a report 
that would need to be completed 
by each district describing how 
LCFF funds are allocated through-
out the district.
 Not everyone is so happy 
about the LCFF. Funding for the 
new budgets comes in part from 
taxes levied as part of Proposition 

30, which assigns money from 
property taxes to education. Be-
cause some districts are now re-
ceiving funding disproportional to 
their enrollment alone, many peo-
ple are now paying taxes that do 
not actually benefit their regional 
schools. This is disappointing to 
those taxpayers considering that 
Prop 30 did not originally include 
this method of allocation.
            Some important questions 
about the LCFF persist, especially 
concerning how much leeway dis-
tricts will have with the new funds; 
will they be required to spend the 
money on programs only for high-
need students, or can they be used 
for the entire school? 
 Any increase in funding 
is important for a city like ours as 
long as the district shows that it 
is capable of handling the money 
responsibly. All in all, Principal 
Ross-Morrison says, “I think it is 
a very good start to making sure 
schools are funded with equity in 
mind.” ☐

(Funding continued from Page 1)
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News
UC’s “A-G Requirements” Causing Trouble 

With Specialized Classes at Tech
By Trevor Harrison

 In a recent 6th period Computer Animation 
class students warmed up by sketching cartoons of div-
ing dolphins shown on the overhead whiteboard. For 
most of the class period they labored over animations 
that required creativity in brainstorming scenes as well 
as precision in capturing changing objects at specified 
angles, a project most would agree is a form of art. But 
these students won’t be getting the art credit they de-
serve for this because, according to the University of 
California, Computer Animation is not an art class.
            The University of California, which is responsible 
for the widely distributed A-G subject requirements for 
admission, does count Computer Animation as a col-
lege-preparatory elective (the “G” requirement) but not 
as a visual and performing art (the “F” requirement). 
This creates problems for some students who have to 
fulfill 15 total requirements on the UC list. Students 
who want to complete all three year-long courses in the 

Project Seven (Computer Animation) Academy will 
have particular difficulty in a 6 period schedule because 
all of these classes count only as elective credit, and the 
students have so many other requirements to fill.
            The Computer Animation class is just one of nu-
merous Tech classes that don’t satisfy the UC require-
ments one would expect. California Studies, which 
is mandatory for all ninth graders, does not count as 
one of the three years of history needed as part of the 
“A” requirement and neither does Honors Placement 
Comparative Government. Ms. Lauren Hurlbutt, who 
teaches California Studies, said that she thinks the class 
should count for your “A” requirement, but that the dis-
trict is more interested in students taking World His-
tory, American History and Government/Economics 
than California History.
            The director of the Project Seven academy, Mr. 
Peter Heckel, whose application to the UC board for 
accreditation was declined last September, said that he 
would try again but that the “UC is very unpredictable 
and not very clear about what its expectations are.” He 
added that he believes the lack of accreditation is fair 
to students “as long as they are aware of what they are 
getting and not getting.”             
            But the issue is not common knowledge and 
even some school counselors do not have a complete 
list of which classes satisfy which requirements. Ryan 
Hansen, a senior at Oakland Tech, said that he didn’t 
know Computer Animation would not give him an art 
credit and that he “thinks it is very unfair that it doesn’t 
because we are doing a bunch of art in this class.” But 
he continued by adding that he would have taken the 
class anyway because it is “what I want to do later.” It 
is arguably improper that Tech students have to make 
this sort of compromise just to take the classes that in-
terest them. ☐
The UC/CSU enrollment requirements, as shown on 
posters like this one in classrooms around Tech, were in-
tended to make the college admissions process simpler 
for CA students, but the “A-G Requirements” are turning 
out to be problematic for students who take specialized, 
non-accredited courses. 

Crisis Hotlines A Resource for All
 By Sierra Warrick

 Hopelessness is an all too 
human emotion. For some, hope-
lessness arises from depression 
or self-harm, abuse or unplanned 
pregnancy. For others it comes from 
having an eating disorder, being bul-
lied every day in class, or rape. The 
source doesn’t matter. What matters 
is this: when we find ourselves in a 
situation that appears devastating, it 
often seems as though there are no 
good solutions, no people to turn to 
for help.
 In 2013, approximately 4,000 
high school students in the Unit-
ed States committed suicide; this 
number is part of the larger total of 
nearly 37,000 suicides committed by 
people of all ages across the nation.
 And yet, what does this have 
to do with us? In Oakland alone, 
the yearly suicide rates have been 
steadily climbing over time. In 1999, 
88 suicides occurred in the city of 
Oakland, 12 of them committed 
by individuals under the age of 25. 
More recent records show that in 

2011, 152 people died from suicide 
in our city, with 21 of them being 
under 25. That is a nearly 200% in-
crease in only 12 years.
 Maybe all of these statistics 
mean little to you. The point of the 
matter is that whatever you are go-
ing through, whatever you may be 
experiencing, you are not alone. It 
is strange to think about, and yet 
we can really never know exactly 
what our classmates may be going 
through. We’re not mind-readers, 
and pain can be a very isolating and 
debilitating emotion.
             So, what can you do when 
you are feeling hopeless? Since 1953, 
countless people have been relying 
on the help of national and inter-
national crisis hotlines. Today there 
are thousands, available to people in 
virtually every region of the earth. 
Most are run by volunteers and are 
available to the public at all hours 
of the day, every day of the week. 
In an account of her experience 
working as a volunteer and then as 
an underpaid employee on a crisis 

hotline, one woman explained her 
motivation in the following way: “I 
truly wanted to make a difference. 
I believe that each call can make an 
impact on someone’s life.”
             If you or someone you know 
is in a situation that appears hope-
less, don’t be afraid to call any of the 
following hotline phone numbers 
for immediate assistance. Even if 
you are convinced that you are not 
in immediate danger, even if you 
only need a safe place to talk, please 
call. ☐

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 
1-800-273-TALK

loveisrespect, National Teen Dating 
Abuse Helpline
1-866-331-9474

SPEAK UP School Violence Hotline
1-866-SPEAK-UP

Planned Parenthood Hotline 
1-800-230-PLAN

For a full list visit http://bit.ly/
1jtAKxy

Horrible Disease 
Plaguing 

Oakland Tech 
and Spreading

By Bianca Brooks
 I have the same symptoms 
plaguing the rest of Oakland Tech’s se-
nior class and have watched this disease 
dramatically affect my school work and 
motivation. In fact, this article took me 
three weeks to write. Not that it’s an 
exceptionally great article, nor is there 
any profoundly groundbreaking infor-
mation in it. This procrastination was 
simply the result of the disease plagu-
ing 16 to 18 year olds across the nation 
known as “Senioritis.” 
 Not to be confused with the ex-
istentialist crisis plaguing those 65 and 
over, Senioritis is the stage between the 
first semester of senior year and grad-
uation when one starts to feel desper-
ately trapped in high school, just long-
ing to escape and move on with life. I 
have experienced unconquerable pro-
crastination, random bouts of depres-
sion, eye-rolling at school events, and 
frequent clock-checking. The severity 
ranges from the mild “I can’t wait to 
graduate,” to the detrimental, “I don’t 
really need to go to class today.” Most 
students are somewhere in between. 
 Despite its name, the more se-
vere cases are found in those students 
who contract the disease as underclass-
men, and are particularly bad because 
they can hinder school performance 
during the junior and senior years.
 The key to fighting Senioritis 
is to live in the present moment. I was 
battling severe Senioritis upon being 
accepted into college my first semester 
of senior year, but I have managed to 
keep it under control by being realis-
tic. “High school is what’s happening 
right now,” I tell myself, “you will never 
have to do this again, do it right.” The 
reality is that June 11th, our graduation 
night, isn’t coming any faster, and after 
12 years of school, a few more weeks 
won’t make much of a difference. The 
important thing is to realize that we are 
currently receiving a free education, 
something unheard of in many parts of 
the world.
 The only known way to lessen 
the blow of Senioritis is to be willing to 
enjoy all of the little quirky things high 
school has to offer, like having to ask 
to use the restroom and being in class-
rooms with less than 150 people. So if 
you’re feeling like you have outgrown 
Oakland Technical High School this 
week, take a few deep breaths and re-
member that you are not alone. Even 
Marshawn Lynch probably had Senior-
itis once, and he just won the Super-
bowl. ☐
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The Binge Watchers
 By Sophia Taylor

Each month, I will cover a different show we think 
is worth watching non-stop.

Binge-Worthy Show #4: “The Good Wife” 
 The American legal and political drama 
“The Good Wife” is a combination of  “Law & 
Order’s” interesting trial cases and “House of 
Cards’” political scandals. Created by Robert 
and Michelle King, the show was partly inspired 

by various American political sex scandals, in-
cluding the Eliot Spitzer prostitution scandal as 
well as those of John Edwards and Bill Clinton. It 
follows the protagonist Alicia Florrick (Julianna 
Margulies) as she is unexpectedly thrown back 
into the cutthroat world of private litigation af-
ter her husband, Peter Florrick (Chris Noth), is 
incarcerated following a publicized sex and cor-
ruption scandal. Set in a prestigious Chicago law 
firm, Alicia must navigate through the chaos of 
her personal life and her competitive workplace. 
Other characters include the seemingly detached 

senior partner, Will Gardner (Josh Charles), the 
firm’s scarily persistent in-house investigator,  
Kalinda Sharma (Archie Panjabi), as well as the 
liberal, women’s advocate senior partner Diane 
Lockhart (Christine Baranski). 
 Critically acclaimed and the recipient of 
many accolades, including four Emmy awards 
and a Golden Globe, the show constantly keeps 
viewers engaged and on the edge of their seats. 
Airing on CBS, the show is scheduled to contin-
ue its fifth season this year. ☐

News“The Tonight Show” 
Welcomes New Host 

After 50 Years of 
Leno-Carson

By Rozzie Heeger 

 “The Tonight Show” has been a 
late night comedy institution for almost 
60 years and beginning this February, it 
will welcome a new host.
 Premiering on NBC in 1957, 
“The Tonight Show” was first hosted by 
Steve Allen, then by Jack Paar in 1962, 
then most famously by Johnny Carson 
and Jay Leno for the following 50 years 
(with a notoriously brief interruption by 
Conan O’Brien in 2009). Starting Feb-
ruary 17th, at 11:35 PM, “The Tonight 
Show” will add a new name to its list of 
legendary, revered hosts: Jimmy Fallon.
 Fallon is no stranger to nutty, 
late night humor: he lasted six seasons 
on “Saturday Night Live,” four of which 
he spent sharing satirical news stories 
and interviewing the world’s biggest 
whack jobs behind SNL’s famed “Week-
end Update” desk. After leaving SNL, 
he replaced Conan O’Brien in the “Late 
Night” seat, premiering “Late Night 
with Jimmy Fallon” in 2009.
 For the past five years, Fallon 
has proven his charm and ability to 
turn stone cold celebrities into their 
own cheerful inner-child through a se-
ries of absurd musical sketches, popular 
TV show parodies, and oddball games. 
“Late Night’s” overwhelmingly joyful 
demeanor has lead to the success of two 
books of Fallon’s popular “Thank You 
Notes” segment, a comedy album filled 
with icon-laden musical bits from the 
show, and even a potato-chip-filled Ben 
& Jerry’s ice cream flavor.
 Handfuls of critics have won-
dered if “The Tonight Show,” a more 
traditionally conservative program 
catering to a wider range of audience 
demographics than “Late Night,” will 
be able to survive off of the same sort 
of obscure yet happy-go-lucky flare of 
Fallon’s current show. While ratings for 
“The Tonight Show” won’t be tallied un-
til the show’s premiere, the general con-
sensus around pop culture looks like 
this: Jimmy Fallon brings an unmatched 
amount of joy to the world of late night 
television – a character trait that trumps 
Jay Leno’s act and is reminiscent of 
Johnny Carson’s “Tonight Show” “glory 
days.” Come February 17, America will 
fall asleep watching something conta-
giously joyful and sweetly funny, in the 
golden hands of “The Tonight Show 
Starring Jimmy Fallon.” ☐

Illustration by Fiona Gregg /  The Scribe

Tarnishing the Gold: The Most Controversial Olympics Yet
By Celia Cody-Carrese

 As the world watches the 2014 Winter Olympics 
in Sochi, Russia, the tone felt by many is not one of ex-
citement and glory, but of anger and disappointment. 
The issues with the Sochi Olympics don’t stop at terror-
ist threats from Jihadist Muslims in the nearby Cauca-
sus region. No, these threats are only a small piece of the 
puzzle that makes the 2014 Olympics one of the most 
controversial Olympics in the games’ history. 
 One of the best-known issues of the Olympics is 
Putin’s strict anti-gay law. The Russian president signed 
a bill last summer that fines people for distributing gay 
“propaganda” among minors, including public displays 
of gay pride, speaking in defense of gay rights, and say-
ing that gay and straight relationships are equal. This 
law imposes heavy fines on individuals, businesses, and 
organizations that oppose it. However, Putin has prom-
ised that no athlete will face discrimination and  that 
the Olympic games will be held in compliance with the 
Olympic charter, not Russian laws. In response to the 
anti-gay law, Obama chose two openly gay athletes to be 
part of the US delegation to Sochi. 
 Some of the lesser-known offenses against hu-
man rights involve the construction of the facilities in 
Sochi. To build the various arenas located near the coast 
and in the mountains, along with the transportation be-
tween these two areas, the Russian government evicted 
about 2,000 families from their homes. Not all of these 
people received fair compensation for their homes, and 
some received no compensation at all. Furthermore, 
with or without compensation, many homeowners have 
lost their jobs along with their homes. The Russian gov-
ernment also employed tens of thousands of migrant 
workers to build these facilities, many of whom have suf-
fered exploitation in violation of Russian law and human 
rights. These offenses include employers withholding 
p a s s p or t s , 
failing to 
pay workers, 
and forcing 
migrants to 
work 12-
hour days 
with only 
one day off 
per month. 
The con-
struction of 
Olympic fa-
cilities has 
also result-
ed in envi-
ron me nt a l 
destruction 
of the area, 
c a u s i n g 
l a n d s l i d e s 
that threaten 
the safety of 
homeown-
ers as well as 

the destruction of drinking wells. 
 In addition to the human rights violated in these 
Olympics, there are allegations of bribes and payoffs to 
Russian officials. The 2014 Olympics have cost a record 
$50 billion - more than the cost of all previous winter 
games combined, according to a Dutch study. The fi-
nal bill for the games is expected to be about four times 
the predicted cost, and a lot of the added money went 
to politicians. Valery Morozov, an Olympic contractor 
who is now a fugitive in England, says he was told to 
add $30 million to the budget to be used as payoffs for 
Russian politicians. 
 Various groups and individuals have attempted 
to rally people to boycott the games, but so far they have 
been overwhelmingly unsuccessful. This may be be-
cause most people don’t feel that a boycott will have the 
desired effect on the Russian government, since Rus-
sia benefits even if the Olympics attracts fewer viewers 
than in previous years. Instead, a boycott would really 
only hurt the athletes and advertisers, who had no part 
in Russia’s violations of human rights. 
 So what should we do about the Russian gov-
ernment? The best solution is for leaders from different 
countries to put pressure on the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) to punish Russia for their violations 
of the Olympic charter and of human rights, as well as to 
facilitate compensation of homeowners and underpaid 
workers. The IOC should also work to prevent these 
problems in future host cities and refrain from selecting 
cities or countries that have a history of discrimination. 
 Putin hoped that the Sochi Olympics would 
provide a stage to reveal the “New Russia,” a country 
rebuilt after the fall of the Soviet Union. Sadly, there’s 
nothing new and improved about discrimination and 
corruption. ☐
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Features Skip American Drama: 
BBC’s “Sherlock” Thrills 
With No Commercials

By Molly Hetherwick
 The British detective drama “Sherlock” 
made a grand return amidst much fanfare af-
ter a two-year hiatus after the end of its second 
season in 2012. 
 “The Reichenbach Fall,” the finale ep-
isode of season two, left fans with a perplex-
ing conundrum that occupied their minds 
for the majority of the break. After months of 
tossing theories back and forth endlessly, the 
fans have finally been rewarded: three full-
length episodes of new content to obsess over 
for another two years. Each episode of BBC’s 
“Sherlock” is an hour and a half long, with no 
commercial breaks. Because of the length of 
each installment, there are only three episodes 
per season. Currently, there are nine total: 
six from seasons one and two, and three new 
from the third season. 
 The highly anticipated pilot of season 
three, “The Empty Hearse,” shows return-
ing stars Benedict Cumberbatch (Sherlock 
Holmes) and Martin Freeman (Dr. John Wat-
son) reuniting after two years in the wake of 
“The Reichenbach Fall” episode. The warm 
welcome Sherlock expects from his friend 
John is not at all what he receives, which 
makes for a goofy, awkward scene that rings 
a little out of character. However, a later scene 
between the two helps shift back to a plausible 
development arc. “The Sign Of Three” heralds 
the return of the incredible cinematography 
trademark of the show: the lighting, camera 
angles, and unique filming approaches make 
for a powerful effect on the audience, which 
adds to the moving speech given at the end 
of the episode. “His Last Vow,” the finale of 
the series, is equally heart wrenching and 
mind boggling. A closer look at Sherlock’s 
mind palace reveals one shock after another 
in a thrilling life-or-death scene after a major 
plot twist. Lars Mikkelsen (Charles Augustus 
Magnussen) is outstanding in the antagonist 
role and conveys the disgusting mannerisms 
of Magnussen impeccably. By far, however, the 
biggest surprise comes at the very end after a 
touching conversation between Sherlock and 
John – make sure to wait until after the credits 
for an extra tidbit! Season three was excellent 
on all fronts, and bodes very well for the up-
coming season four. ☐

Leadership Takes Tech Dances to New Level, 
But Students Miss Out

By Sierra Warrick

 Student dances are an ex-
hilarating part of the high school 
experience. But what happens if 
no one really shows up? This is 
often the case here at Tech, where 
students expect dances to be bor-
ing or cheap and generally choose 
not to come. In the case of the re-
cent Winter Ball, countless stu-
dents missed out on an immense-
ly fun night.
 It’s true that past school 
dances at Tech have proven to 
be disorganized and uninterest-
ing. After all, who would expect 
a dance held in the Girls’ Gym to 
be anything worth going to? This 
year, however, something is dif-
ferent. As a result of the incredi-
ble efforts of leadership students, 
Tech’s dances have been trans-
formed from something mun-
dane into something thrilling and 
beautiful.
 Picture this: you walk up 
towards the familiar entrance of 
the Girls’ Gym. Yellow light spills 
out onto the pavement, and ap-
proaching the gym, you can al-

ready feel the pulse of the music 
rising up through your feet, hum-
ming in your bones. You hand 
your ticket to one of the securi-
ty guards at the front door and 
enter. Immediately, you are sur-
rounded by noise and movement. 
Along one wall, someone has 
set up a number of tables load-
ed with spring rolls, meat, fruit, 
and crackers with cheese. There is 
even a small fountain of cascad-
ing melted chocolate into which 
other students are placing skew-
ered strawberries.
 The gym itself has been 
utterly transformed, almost be-
yond recognition. The walls have 
been lined with flickering white 
holiday lights, and as you walk 
out into the darkened room you 
feel as though you are surround-
ed by the glow of countless stars. 
The ceiling is covered in a flurry 
of movement as different colored 
lights sway to the rhythm of the 
booming music. Round tables 
frame the room, each decorated 
with a plastic snowflake and a 
single candle protected by a tall 

glass vase; each appears as an is-
land of sepia light, lovely and still. 
Everywhere there are balloons, 
pale blue and white orbs whose 
translucent skin appears ethereal 
in the strange darkness.
 And yet, when you look 
around, you think, “Where is 
everyone?” There could not pos-
sibly be more than fifty people 
here, and it is already late in the 
evening. Some stand at the edges 
of the room, batting the balloons 
back and forth through the air. 
Others dance in a small group in 
the center of the floor, their bod-
ies shifting and mov-
ing to the beat of the 
music.
 Tech now has 
two thousand students 
and counting. Every 
few months, there are 
over a thousand stu-
dents who miss out 
on a fun, wonderful 
evening full of danc-
ing and music, if only 
because of the miscon-
ception that the event 

Biggest Oscar “Snubs” of 2014
By Rozzie Heeger

 For one night each year, 
Hollywood stars all come togeth-
er to celebrate the one thing they 
celebrate best: each-other. On 
January 16th, the nominations 
for the 86th Annual Academy 
Awards were announced, prov-
ing 2013 to be the year of outer 
space tragedies (“Gravity”), drug-
crazed money mongers (“The 
Wolf of Wall Street”), and anima-
tronic girlfriends (“Her”).
 However, as in awards 
seasons past, what many people 
are talking about are the “snubs” 
- the films or performances that, 
according to a handful of pop 
culture bloggers, deserved to be 
nominated. 2013’s most notable 
“snubs” can be divided into the 
following categories:
 Nomination-Expecting 
Crowd Pleasers: In this category 
lie two of the year’s biggest and 
most overlooked films: “Saving 
Mr. Banks” and “Inside Llewyn 
Davis.” Both films received over-
whelmingly positive reviews 
from moviegoers and were ex-
pected to receive nods in a pleth-
ora of categories, particularly 
among the possible ten nominees 
for best picture. Collectively, the 
films earned three nominations: 
“Davis” for best editing and best 
sound mixing, and “Banks” in 
recognition of its score. Accord-
ing to Oscar “experts,” neither 
films should expect a single win.
 

Racial Dramas that aren’t “12 
Years a Slave”: It’s no secret that 
critically acclaimed films like Lee 
Daniels’ “The Butler” and the 
home-hitting “Fruitvale Station” 
are difficult to discuss in the con-
text of American culture, but each 
film bears a significance equal to 
that of the highly decorated “12 
Years a Slave.”  While the Acad-
emy made no wrong turn in its 
recognition of “12 Years,” it man-
aged to pass up moving perfor-
mances by Forest Whitaker 
and Oprah Winfrey in “The 
Butler,” as well as a thrilling 
screenwriting and direc-
torial debut by “Fruit-
vale’s” Ryan Coogler. 
This has left many 
spectators wondering 
whether the Academy 
can handle more than one 
African-American-centric 
drama in one year. “The 
Butler” and “Fruitvale 
Station” together gathered 
a whopping zero nomina-
tions.
 Knocked out by 
Meryl Streep and/or Amy 
Adams: The lone soldier 
in this category is 
Emma Thomp-
son who, after be-
ing nominated for 
a Golden Globe, a 
Screen Actors 
Guild Award, a 
Critics Choice 
Award, and a 

BAFTA for her role as author P.L. 
Travers in “Saving Mr. Banks,”  
was passed over for the likes of 
nominated-last-year-and-will-
be-nominated-next-year Acad-
emy favorites including Meryl 
Streep and Amy Adams. While 
both are impeccable actresses and 
earned their nominations without 
a doubt (“Doubt,” in fact, being a 
film both were nominated for in 
2009), Thompson’s exclusion was 
a surprise to many, including, ac-

cording to a recent interview on 
“Ellen,” Streep herself. 
 While it’s fun to rant 

about the year’s “snubbed” 
best, it’s important to ac-
knowledge one fact: most 
films don’t win Oscars. 

Of the hundreds of films 
made each year, around 

20 are given Academy nods, 
making the awards season 
merely an arbitrary celebra-
tion of the favorites of a mi-
nuscule percentage of Amer-
ica. So, if your favorite movie 
of 2013 was “Spring Breakers” 
or “Cloudy with a Chance of 
Meatballs 2,” there’s no reason 

to feel ashamed that it won’t 
be going home with a 
statue in March.

Catch the 86th Annu-
al Academy Awards 

presentation on 
Sunday, March 2. 
☐

won’t be worthwhile. School dances are not 
just about the decorations, the music, and the 
food, they are also about the people. The more 
students that show up to Tech’s next dance, the 
more enjoyable and memorable it will be. ☐

Tech Seniors Kelly Lee, Alyssa Rosati, and Oliv-
ia Butler pose for a photograph at Tech’s Winter 
Ball on January 24. Anya Ku / The Scribe.

Graphic courtesy
 www.utahaids.org
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OpinionMake Your 
Own Bubble 

Tea!
By Paula Fortune

Ingredients 
(One Serving):
1/4 cup dried Boba 
tapioca pearls (you can 
find these at local Asian 
markets or online at Am-
azon.com)
1-2 tea bags, any kind
2 ½ cups water
1/2 cup sugar
Milk

Instructions:
 Prepare a strong 
cup of tea. This can be 
done either while you 
cook the boba or ahead 
of time, but make sure 
to allow enough time for 
the tea to cool completely 
before adding the boba. 
Use one tea bag for reg-
ular-strength bubble tea 
or two for a stronger tea 
flavor. Measure 2 cups 
of water and pour into a 
saucepan. Bring the water 
to a boil over high heat 
on the stove. Add in the 
boba and stir gently un-
til they begin floating to 
the top of the water. Turn 
the heat down to medium 
and leave to cook for 12-
15 minutes. Remove the 
pan from heat, cover, and 
let sit for another 12-15 
minutes.
 While you are 
waiting, bring 1/2 cup of 
water to a boil over high 
heat in another saucepan. 
Once it boils, remove it 
from heat and stir in 1/2 
cup sugar until dissolved. 
Set aside to cool.
 When the boba 
have finished cooking, 
drain the water and trans-
fer the boba to a small 
bowl. Pour the sugar and 
water mixture over the 
boba until they are sub-
merged in the syrup. Let 
the mixture sit at room 
temperature (this should 
take at least 15 minutes), 
or refrigerate until ready 
to use. Boba are best if 
used within a few hours 
of cooking, but will keep 
for several days if refrig-
erated. When the boba 
have cooled, pour them 
into a tall glass along with 
the tea and add milk. 
 You can try us-
ing different kinds of 
tea, omitting the milk, or 
adding juice. Dry boba 
can be bought at Ranch 
99 Market, the closest of 
which is located in Rich-
mond. ☐

On the Chinese-American New Year And Regret
By Scott Lau

 On the busy streets of Chinatown 
sits an old man playing the erhu, a two 
stringed Chinese violin. He serenades 
the shoppers as they frantically pace up 
and down the streets, buying bunches of 
cherry blossoms, carnations, and lilies, 
stocking up on citruses, candied fruits, 
fire crackers, and paper scrolls.
 All this is in preparation for the 
Chinese New Year celebrations which 
started on January 31st and ended on 
February 14th. Also known as “Lunar 
New Years,” millions of Asian families 
across the globe celebrated the year of 
the horse with family gatherings, deli-
cious meals, special foods, and red enve-
lopes.
 Growing up in a traditional Chi-
nese family, I have celebrated Chinese 
New Year every year with my family, ad-
hering strictly to the superstitions and 
procedures. 
 A typical celebration goes some-
thing like this: on the night of New Years 
Eve, our family has a reunion feast with 
as many as eight, ten, or twelve dishes 
(all of which are lucky numbers). On the 
morning of New Years Day, fire crackers 
are set off, incense is lit, and prayers are 
made to our ancestors. New Years greet-
ings and wishes are exchanged, and my 
parents give my siblings and me red enve-
lopes filled with cash, symbolizing good 
luck and fortune. A traditional Buddhist 

meal would then be eaten, consisting of 
rice and various vegetarian dishes, of-
ten including tofu, seaweed, noodles, 
bamboo shoots, lotus seeds, wood ears, 
and gingko nuts. Over the course of the 
next fourteen days, we visit relatives and 
friends, exchange red envelopes, sample 
each other’s citruses and sweets, and go 
to temples. All would be festive and well.
 However, I can’t say I’ve fully en-
joyed the past couple Chinese New Year 
celebrations. To me, they no longer carry 
the same festive magic as they did when 
I was a child. Instead, my childhood ex-
citement is replaced by feelings of nos-
talgia and trepidation. What has changed 
isn’t the celebrations; it’s me.
 I see myself in the future, ten or 
fifteen years from now in a studio apart-
ment in L.A. sipping a glass of red wine 
while peering over the night cityscape, 
watching the fireworks that indicate the 
Lunar New Year. I see myself looking 
back on the scorched earth policy I’ve 
adopted in my attempt to become more 
“American,” realizing that I cannot re-
gain my lost heritage. In ten or fifteen 
years will I still remember what day Chi-
nese New Year falls on? Or the customs I 
am supposed to follow? Will I even care?
 Perhaps my parents have given up 
trying to instill their traditional values in 
me. Maybe they have deemed it futile to 
try to to get me to care about these rituals. 
After all, how could I possibly remember 
the dates of each holiday if they aren’t 

marked on a Western calendar, let alone 
remember what to cook, wear, and say 
for each celebration? When all the holi-
days I see and hear about at school are to 
the tune of Thanksgiving and Christmas, 
I begin to question whether my celebra-
tions of Chinese New Year have a place 
in my American culture. I am too Chi-
nese to celebrate Thanksgiving or Christ-
mas, yet too American to fully celebrate 
Chinese New Years.
 I greet the arrival of the Chinese 
New Year with guilt and regret. While 
others are overjoyed to receive their red 
envelopes, I wonder how many more 
I will receive. To me, it is as if my par-
ents are giving me their final gifts before 
sending me off to adult life. I have no 
doubt that right before I board my plane 
to depart for college, my parents will be 
handing me my last red envelope, anoth-
er gesture for goodbye.
 Chinese New Year serves as a re-
minder to me that I have not planted my 
roots deep enough, nor have I swam up-
stream hard enough. I see that I have let 
the wave of white and American culture 
sweep away my own cultural roots. 
 Still, I can’t help but smile one last 
time, thinking about how I was once part 
of the hustle and bustle of shoppers rush-
ing from one store to the next, buying all 
the essentials for Chinese New Year. ☐

On Grades and Satisfaction
By Naomi G.

 I have a feeling that not all stu-
dents at Tech are entirely happy with 
the report cards they received in the 
mail a few weeks ago. Maybe you’re the 
kind of student who isn’t happy unless 
you got an A in every subject. Maybe 
you’re okay with a B-, or a C, or a D. 
Or maybe grades aren’t really of much 
concern to you. But no matter what 
kind of student you are, there’s some-
thing you need to know: your academ-
ic performance doesn’t define who you 
are as a person.
 A lot of people don’t under-
stand that grades aren’t always the best 
indicator of intelligence. More than 
anything, they measure how good you 
are at paying attention, following in-
structions, speaking up in class, and 
meeting deadlines. Our system doesn’t 
seem to care how well you understand 
physics because all it can judge you on 
is your ability to focus for one hour 
nonstop. Nor does it seem to consid-
er that some students might be going 
through periods of high stress, anxiety, 
or depression and thus lack the men-
tal or emotional energy to concentrate 
on their homework. There are so many 
reasons why students might not be 
consistently doing A+ work, yet the 
grading system is set up in such a way 
that missing even a single assignment 
could mean the difference between 
passing and failing.
 Every student is different. Ev-

eryone has a different style of learning, 
yet standardized testing unfairly tests 
all students exactly same way. We are 
basically stuck sitting still in a quiet 
room for several hours while trying 
to concentrate on long blocks of text, 
badly-worded questions, and tiny cir-
cles that have to be filled in perfectly. 
The same goes for other sorts of exams, 
including what I see as the worst of all 
evils: in-class essays. If you’re like me, 
you need a thesaurus, Wikipedia, ex-
tensive parental or teacher input, and 
several weeks to write a really good pa-
per. How are you supposed to do that 
in under an hour when you’re hungry, 
tired, stressed, worried you’re breath-
ing too loudly, and completely terrified 
your stomach is going to start gurgling 
so loud that everyone around you can 
hear?
 While some people may excel 
in these situations, not everyone can. In 
fact, most are kind of terrible at it. Al-
bert Einstein said, “Everybody is a ge-
nius. But if you judge a fish by its ability 
to climb a tree, it will live its whole life 
believing that it is stupid.” Bad grades 
on a report card do not make you sec-
ond-class citizens deemed beneath the 
“smarties” around you. Chances are 
the system society has chosen just does 
not work for you. And that is okay be-
cause it doesn’t mean there isn’t a sys-
tem that does work for you – you just 
need to find it. ☐

when buses, bicyclists, and heavy car traffic 
all vie for space in front of school. While the 
drop-off lane is currently able to accommo-
date both stopped cars and moving traffic 
simultaneously, the addition of a bike lane 
in the “slow lane” will force buses and cars 
dropping off students to share a lane. To 
this end, there have been proposals to divert 
the “drop-off zone” from in front of school 
to 42nd Street, where traffic is significantly 
lighter. To do this, however, would require 
the removal of parking spaces near the 42nd 
side entrance to the school (near the audi-
torium), which could create headaches for 
students who drive to school, a concern that 
has grown more serious since the elimina-
tion of on-campus parking. No matter how 
the school proceeds, however, the new plans 
at least promise to change the structure of 
traffic on Broadway, which most can agree is 
currently atrocious.  ☐

Under the proposed plan, stopped buses, cars 
making right turns, and bikes would all have 
to share the same lane at this busy intersec-
tion. Anya Ku / The Scribe.

(Bike continued from Page 1)
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of a closer source of pastries and caffeine 
can only mean good things for the pop-
ulation of Oakland Tech, but many peo-
ple either are not coffee drinkers or are 
not interested in paying high prices for 
artisan coffee. Blue Bottle’s excess seating 
will be good for after school hangouts 
and homework, and some students are 
also excited to help support a small local 
business. 
 However, most expressed skepti-
cism about the cost of the coffee: because 
of its fair-trade, organic, top-of-the-line 

ingredients and 48-
hour policy, Blue 
Bottle is a little pric-
ey, especially for high 
school kids, many 
of whom are either 
admittedly broke or 
aren’t interested in 
paying a lot of money 
for a cup of coffee. 
 Blue Bottle is 
unique with its wide 
variety of coffees to 
satisfy anyone’s crav-
ing – from the “Ken-

ya Gikirima” roast, with a fruity taste, to 
the “Giant Steps” roast, which is reminis-
cent of chocolate and other fudgy sweets. 
As a starter coffee, owner James Free-
man suggests “17ft Ceiling” roast, which 
tastes a bit like caramel, or the “Mexico 
Oaxaca Mizteca” roast, which tastes sim-
ilar to Mexican hot chocolate. For now, 
only time will tell whether or not Tech 
students become the newest members of 
Blue Bottle’s ever-growing customer base 
here in Oakland. ☐
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dent and Pun Master Anya Ku / The ScribeThe Music of Ice: The World’s Only Ice Music Festival 

Celebrates Another Year
By Sophia Taylor

         In an era of music flooded with 
techno-beats and auto-tune, it is easy to 
forget about music in its more natural 
form. In January, the music scene was re-
freshed – fittingly enough – in the form of 
ice. 
 The unorthodox use of ice as an 
instrument is part of the obscure an-
nual music festival in Geilo, a moun-
tainous Norwegian village. Created and 
developed in 2006 by composers Terje Is-
ungset and Pål K. Medhus, the festival is 
mainly sponsored by local organizations. 
Everything on stage, aside from the mi-
crophones, is made of ice. The festival’s 
success requires the effort of many who 
have harvested, hand-carved, and trans-
ported pounds of ice. 

 A variety of instruments have 
been made from ice: from marimbas and 
chimes to ice cellos and even ice horns. 
For all music lovers, in their warmest 
clothing, (the musicians have to wear 
mittens!), the festival is a wonderful event 
showcasing the abilities of an exception-
al group of artists who play instruments 
crafted solely from ice and other natural 
materials, like birch wood and slate.
         Inspired to witness this event? It 
will be taking place for its tenth year and 
will have a new program filled with a va-
riety of talented musicians and artists in 
February 2015, but if you, like me, won’t 
be able to fly to Norway to see the event 
live, there are plenty of YouTube videos 
showcasing the interesting and unique ef-
fect. ☐

Looking for a Fun Ride? Try the 
New Bay Bridge Bike Trail!
By Jessica Gagliardi

 With the new eastern 
span of the San Francisco-Oak-
land Bay Bridge opened to the 
public in September of 2013, fi-
nally becoming a reality nearly 
25 years after the span’s partial 
collapse during the Loma Prie-
ta Earthquake of 1989, tourists 
and locals can now enjoy the Bay 
on foot as well as wheels. One of 
the most prominent and talked 
about new features of the bridge 
is the Bay Bridge Trail and bike 
lane between Oakland and Yerba 
Buena Island.
 Once fully complet-
ed, with the demolishing of the 
S-Curve of the old bridge with-
in the next year, pedestrians and 
recreational and commuter bicy-
clists alike will be able to cross the 
2.2 mile stretch both ways rather 
than the currently open path that 
only goes two thirds of the way to 

the island. Until then, adventur-
ers can ride their bikes or walk 
up to any point on the bridge for 
spectacular views of the East Bay, 
a close-up look at the old cantile-
ver bridge – including its break-
ing point and repair from 1989 
– as well as a chance to check 
out all the features of the brand-
new Self-Anchored Suspension 
bridge.
 Getting to the Bay Bridge 
Trail from Oakland Tech by bike 
is very easy. Just head down 
Broadway towards MacArthur 
Blvd., take a right on 40th street, 
and ride into Emeryville until 
you spot the big blue and yellow 
warehouse store known as Ikea. 
At the street entrance, there are 
signs posted showing the  Bay 
Bridge Trail. Follow this trail to 
the bridge, and soon enough, you 
will be riding above the beautiful 
San Francisco Bay! ☐

By Gabriella Taylor
 “Philomena” was one of 
the most heartfelt and moving 
films I have seen in a long time. 
Directed by Stephen Frears, the 
movie is based off of the book 
“The Lost Child of Philomena 
Lee” by Martin Sixsmith. It tells 
the true story of Philomena Lee’s 
search for her son, who had been 
taken from her by nuns while she 
was forced to work in a convent in 
Ireland. 
 While “Philomena” is a 
very compelling movie, it did not 
just play on the audience’s senti-
mentality. It did not go for the usu-
al clichés that typical tear-jerkers 
often use. Instead, Frears created a 
character that is both easy to sym-
pathize with and well-liked. “Phi-
lomena” is not only very moving, 
but also very funny. The unlikely 
team of Philomena, a devout Irish 
Catholic and optimist, played by 
Judi Dench, and Martin Sixsmith 

“Philomena” Emotionally Captivating
(played by Steve Coogan), an atheist and a cynic, 
is in and of itself entertaining. Praised by critics 
and audiences alike, “Philomena” has been nom-
inated for four Academy Awards, including Best 
Motion Picture and Best Performance by an Ac-
tress in a Leading Role. ☐
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