
Back to 1600
College Board Announces Radical Changes to SAT Exam

By Lindsey Clark

 In an effort to stay competitive with 
the increasingly popular ACT college en-
trance exam, The College Board recently 
announced that it will be making drastic 
changes to their college admissions test, the 
SAT. Starting in 2016, a new test will be ad-
ministered that will focus more on the “im-
portant academic skills” that students actu-
ally learn in school, rather than putting an 
emphasis on test-taking tricks and strategies. 
The changes are extensive, covering multiple 
sections as well as altering the structure of 
the test as a whole and reducing the overall 
scale score to 1600 points, as it was before 
the test was last altered in 2005. 
 The new SAT will feature a more 
practical vocabulary section; the antiquated 
vocabulary words previously tested for will 
be replaced by words that students are more 
likely to come across in class. The reading 
comprehension section will soon feature 
different kinds of articles for students to 
read, including a science passage and ex-

cerpts from widely-read historical texts, 
such as Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I Have A 
Dream” speech and the Declaration of Inde-
pendence. Students will also be required to 
justify some of their answers in the reading 
section by identifying the quotation in the 
passage that supports the answer they have 
chosen.
 The math section is also being re-
modeled. It will now focus on only three 
areas of math rather than briefly covering a 
wide spectrum of topics. Students will also 
be banned from using calculators on certain 
math sections. 
 And, last but not least, the essay will 
now be optional and scored separately from 
the rest of the test. With the removal of the 
essay, the entire SAT will return to being 
graded out of 1600 rather than 2400 points, 
and students will no longer lose points for 
choosing the wrong answer on multiple 
choice questions. The test will also be offered 
digitally as well as on paper.  
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Reduced PE Swim Hours Prompts 
Petition Over Temescal Pool
By Trevor Harrison

 After an informal 
scheduling deal between Oak-
land Tech PE teachers and 
managers at the Temescal Pool 
came to an abrupt end last 
month, several Oakland Tech 
students and staff have peti-
tioned the City of Oakland for 
greater swim access.
 For years, Oakland 
Tech has provided swimming 
instruction at the Temescal 
Pool to all PE students, and by 
the end of the semester these 
students are required to pass a 
swimming test that is mandat-
ed by the school. PE teachers 
claim that the minimal swim 
time currently offered to cer-
tain class periods makes it dif-
ficult for students to pass this 
test. 
 Most students get a full 
marking period of daily swim-
ming instruction every se-
mester. But students with 5th 
period PE classes are only in 
the water for 45 minutes twice 
a month, and, since February, 
students in A period have had 
no access to the pool at all.

 The Oakland Unified 
School District has an agree-
ment with the city’s Parks and 
Recreation Department that 
allows mutual access of facil-
ities. However, the district’s 
agreement only covers the 
hours from 8:45 a.m. to 12:25 
p.m. and 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. On 
regular school days, A Period 
and 5th Period both fall out-
side of these hours.
 For Mr. Carlos Bover, 
45 minutes twice a month is 
simply not enough time. “As a 
teacher,” Mr. Bover says, “pre-
paring kids for life after high 
school” is an important part of 
the job. Teaching kids to swim 
is a “matter of death or life.”
 Mr. Bover says that for 
the past five years, A period 
students have been able to use 
two lanes of the Temescal Pool 
during periods A and 5 be-
cause of a “verbal agreement” 
he made with the manager of 
the pool. That manager has left 
and the agreement is now void, 
he said.
 A coalition of students, 

(SAT continues on Page 8)

Anya Ku / The Scribe

(Pool continues on Page 8)
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Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day in the Bay!
By Ethan Flynn

 St. Patrick’s day, celebrated annually on March 17th, 
commemorates the fable of St. Patrick chasing the snakes out 
of Ireland, symbolizing his nationwide purge of paganism 
and deliverance of Christianity. Previously celebrated as a re-
ligious feast day, it is now celebrated with dancing, food, pa-
rades and other festivities. The tradition of St. Patrick’s Day 
parades, though a great way to celebrate the holiday, did 
not actually originate in Ireland. They were 
created by Irish immigrants honoring the 
Saint when they came to America.
 There is also a magical side to the 
event. Leprechauns, lucky shamrocks, 
and anything green have come to be asso-
ciated with St. Paddy’s day over the years. 
Leprechauns, a part of Irish folklore, have 
been transformed by Irish-Americans into 
small men who embody all of the cartoonish 
traits used to stereotype early Irish immigrants 

in the aftermath of the potato famine. Shamrocks have be-
come symbolic of St. Patrick’s Day, for it is said that the three 
petals were used by the Saint to describe the Holy Trinity to 
the Irish. In fact, shamrocks don’t actually exist, but they do 
closely resemble clover. The color green has come to repre-
sent St. Patrick’s Day for its association with the shamrock as 
well as the green vegetation evident throughout the Emer-

ald Isle. As we know well, if we don’t come prepared 
wearing green, we have to be prepared for the pun-
ishment – a few pinches.
 This year, if you wish to participate in some 

St. Paddy’s Day festivities, consider celebrat-
ing with some tasty Irish cooking (actual-
ly Irish-American), especially corned beef 
and cabbage. Irish immigrants to America 
adapted this dish from a traditional Irish 

peasant supper. Now, it is widely accepted as 
Irish and as customary cuisine for St. Patrick’s 

Day. So, dig in and have a happy St. Patrick’s Day! ☐

Anya Ku / The Scribe
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Letter-to-the-Editor: A-G Requirements Discriminatory to ESL Students
Send your comments on our latest issue 
to editor@oaklandtechscribe.com by 
Friday, April 11, and they may be re-
posted in our April issue. All comments 
may be edited at the full discretion of 
the Editor-in-Chief. 

Editor,
 I read with some interest and 
déjà vu your story outlining the issues 
around classes which may or may not 
meet the A-G requirements. You are 
probably not aware that this is an issue 
that has already been causing heart-
break for many of our most vulnerable 
and valuable students.
 Two years ago OUSD decreed 
with very little public discussion that 
the A-G requirements are now the 
graduation mandate. They include 3 
years of mainstream English, leaving 

the ESL (English as a Second Lan-
guage)/ELD (English Language Devel-
opment) learner in a rough position 
since  ESL doesn’t count towards the 
A-G. They are out of luck if they take 
the ESL classes which ultimately lead 
to success in other subject areas and 
in trouble if they go into mainstream 
English without the specialist lan-
guage help.  On top of this, students 
with English language deficits are re-
quired to spend two years learning  yet 
another foreign language.These stu-
dents are not getting the grades they 
deserve and are more often failing or 
dropping out largely as a result of frus-
tration. The A-G requirements are not 
state requirements; indeed there are a 
number of schools in Oakland that al-
low students to graduate without 230 
credits. 

 This year (and I know Tech 
was not alone) for a number of reasons 
ESL/ELD students were not tested as 
per state requirements. Testing was 
late and not completed. The test results 
are extremely important since they will 
affect a students’ placement into other 
classes. They play an important part in 
how students are accepted into other 
federal programs and what kinds of 
services they should be receiving (spe-
cial Ed or gifted, for example.)
 Put alongside the new Com-
mon Core standards, you can see that 
ESL students are being very unfair-
ly treated.  Please note too that some 
of these concerns apply to special-ed 
students as well. I believe Tech’s watch 
word this year is equity; I wonder 
whose? 
  -Anonymous Reader

Dates to 
Remember
Compiled by Anya Ku

Wed March 19 - Minimum Day

Thurs March 20 - Baseball JV v. 
Redwood @ Tech [4PM], Win-

ter Sports Banquet

Fri March 21 - Baseball v. Fre-
mont @ Tech [4PM]

Sat March 22 - Baseball v. Col-
lege Prep @ Tech [12AM]

Lacrosse Boys v. Skyline @ Tech 
[1PM]

Baseball JV v. Berkeley High @
Tech [4PM]

Sun March 23 - Lacrosse Boys 
v. San Jose @ Tech [12PM]

Lacrosse Girls v. Woodcreek & 
San Jose @ Tech [1:30 & 4:30]

Fri March 28 - Baseball v. Mc-
Clymonds @ Tech [4PM]

Sun March 30 - Lacrosse Girls 
v. Stockton & Rancho Cotati @ 

Tech [1PM & 4PM]

Mon March 31 - Cesar Chavez 
Day (NO SCHOOL)

Thurs April 3 - Baseball v. 
O’Dowd @ Tech [4PM]

Fri April 4 - Baseball v. Oak-
land High @ Tech [4PM]

Junior Prom 

Mon April 7 - PTSA Meeting
Scribe 2014 Planning Meeting

Wed April 9 -Minimum Day
More at oaklandtech.com

News

FROM THE WEB
Last month, we asked

readers in an online poll:

What’s your go-to spot for 
coffee/tea at Tech?

36% said: The new Blue Bottle 
of course!

21% said:  Starbucks at 51st and 
Broadway

18% said: Lee’s Donuts
4% said: Primavera Café

21% said: No coffee for me!

_____

Visit
oaklandtechscribe.com

now to vote in our latest poll:

What do you think about 
the new SAT?

Reopening of Lake Merritt Creekway 
Causes Trouble in Oakland Estuary

By Molly Heatherwick and Jessica 
Gagliardi

 The estuary dividing Oakland 
and Alameda is a hubbub of activi-
ty: cargo ships, cranes, sail boats, tug 
boats, speedboats, dragon boats, the 
Coast Guard, kayaks, crew teams, and 
a myriad of sea birds and aquatic mam-
mals all share the same 9 kilometers of 
space every day in harmony. Recently, 
however, there has been a new, not so 
friendly inhabitant: garbage. 
 The reopening of the creek-
way from Lake Merritt to the Oakland 
estuary has thrown the temperamen-
tal waters of the estuary into tur-
moil. Years of junk that had collected 
in the dammed up creek and lake is 
now strewn around the estuary and 
is quickly becoming dangerous. Wa-
ter-saturated logs, sharp branches, and 
plastic in all shapes and sizes pose a 
huge risk to both the animals living 
there and the people who use it daily. 
These items scratch or open holes in 
crew boats, seriously damage the hulls 
of sailboats, and entangle unsuspect-
ing shore birds, causing them 
to choke. 
 The problem doesn’t 
end at the beach; waves of 
trash wash up on the shores 
all over the estuary and prove 
problematic throughout the 
Bay. Jessica Gagliardi, a rower 
for the Artemis rowing team, 
recounts, “We’ve come across 
all kinds of gross stuff while 

rowing. Once when we were warm-
ing up, we rowed past a dead duck 
and then a dead raccoon within ten 
minutes of each other!” Her teammate 
Nile Wynar adds, “Once there was 
also a safe full of medical records and 
old credit cards and stuff on the ramp 
when we were taking up launches.”
 Luckily, there is a positive re-
sult of the opening of the creek. The 
Lake Merritt Channel Improvement 
project is planning to develop local 
wetlands and pedestrian paths which 
will attract wildlife not seen common-
ly in the Bay Area for over 20 years. 
While the reinvigorated cleanup effort 
on the lake has worked wonders for 
the surrounding environment, it still 
has a ways to go. 
 During the late 1850’s, the lake 
was used as a sewage deposit because 
of its high acidity. The lake remained 
a reeking bruise on the early Oakland 
waterfront for about 20 years until 
mayor Samuel Merritt redirected the 
sewage line and cleaned up the lake to 
turn it into a source of civic pride. 
 It was Merritt who originally 

halted the flow between the lake and 
the estuary, which interrupted the nat-
ural tidal flow. However, the sewage 
redirection projects remained incom-
plete for quite some time, and soon 
the lake needed to be dredged. The 
bird sanctuaries that can be seen on 
the lake today are a result of displaced 
silt removed from the bottom of the 
lake. There are laws preventing people 
from dumping trash into the lake, but 
they are hardly enforced because of 
the number of officers it would take to 
patrol the lake.
 The conundrum hardly ends 
there, unfortunately. The estuary has 
had almost the same history, with pol-
iticians and business owners abusing 
its resources and filling it with waste. 
Luckily, the solution to this problem 
is surprisingly simple: by volunteering 
to restore the lake and cleaning up af-
ter themselves when nearby, Tech stu-
dents can further the improvement of 
and prevent the destruction of the es-
tuary, lake and everything in between. 
☐

Rowers practice on the Oak-
land Estuary, which has been 
negatively impacted by the re-
cent opening of the Lake Mer-
ritt Creek. 

Nadia Wohlfarth / The Scribe.
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Club Spotlight: 
buildOn 

 By Mia Hackley
 buildOn is an international orga-
nization dedicated to breaking the cycle 
of poverty, illiteracy, and low expectations 
both in the United States and abroad. It 
works in hundreds of high schools and uni-
versities throughout the country, getting 
students involved in community service, 
educating them about local and global is-
sues, and helping them to fundraise to build 
schools in developing countries. buildOn 
has 20 programs with over 180,000 hours 
of collective service in the Bay Area alone. 
 Oakland Tech students have 
completed over a thousand hours of service 
through buildOn in the past few years. Tech’s 
club even received national recognition 
last year for the number of service hours 
its members completed! Service projects 
range from tutoring elementary school 
children to helping with park beautification 
to sending books to prisoners. In addition 
to the completion of over a thousand hours 
of community service, Tech’s buildOn 
members have sold Fair Trade Coffee to 
raise money to build schools in developing 
nations, given presentations that have 
worked to raise awareness about both local 
and international issues, and even sent 
students to both Nepal and Nicaragua to 
help build life-changing schools.
 If you are interested in getting 
involved in your community, both locally 
and globally, come check out buildOn! 

buildOn meets Tuesdays at lunch in room 
A4.  ☐

News
Annual Ski Trip Offers Tech Students a 

Unique Out-of-Classroom Experience
By Nicholas Pingitore

 Tech’s annual ski trip had 
no shortage of excitement and good 
times in 2014. It started when ver 
50 students packed in a charter bus 
long before dawn on the morning 
of February 25 to arrive at snowy 
Sugar Bowl a few hours later.
 The Oakland Tech Ski Trip 
is an exciting opportunity that al-
lows students to experience settings 
only found outside the classroom. 
Some students are experienced ski-
ers while others have never been 
to the snow, but no matter the skill 
level, everyone gets to have a good 
time on the slopes. 
 In the morning, all stu-
dents split up into groups based on 
skill level and take les-
sons from experienced 
ski instructors. After 
lunch, they are free to 
explore the terrain with 
their friends and class-
mates. What awaits 
students when they 
get back at the Clair 
Tapaan Lodge is a rus-
tic Sierra Club log cabin 
that has a cozy library, a 
rec-room, a ping pong 
table and plenty of 
other activities to keep 
high-schoolers enter-
tained.
 However, the 
trip is not only sought 
after for skiing and 

snowboarding. In Oakland, you 
can’t see the stars or go very far 
without hearing cars. Students 
sometimes forget the humble be-
ginnings of Oakland and the natu-
ral side that goes along with it. Part 
of the ski trip includes a hike where 
students marvel at the silence of na-
ture or stare in awe at the stars.
 According to Coach Car-
los Bover, the Ski Trip is the envy 
of almost every high school in the 
Bay Area. While some schools have 
ski week, no other school has a trip 
that allows students to go to the 
mountains with classmates and ski 
together. No other school has been 
blessed with the marvelous busi-
ness-hunting talents that the vener-

able Coach Bover has had bestowed 
upon him by divine forces. Without 
said talents, there is no way the trip 
could remain affordable with les-
sons included.
 The Ski trip has been a 
part of Oakland Tech for almost a 
decade. It is a way for students to 
learn outside the classroom, make 
new friends, and experience nature 
and the Sierra Nevada. Next year, 
Coach Bover wants to expand the 
trip to 100 kids, doubling the cur-
rent amount to allow even more to 
come on Tech’s annual trip. So strap 
on your boots, find a jacket, and get 
ready for 2015. ☐

2014 Ski Trip photo courtesy Anya Ku / The Scribe.

How a Strangely Simple iPhone Game Caused Social Media Tumult:
 The Tale of Flappy Bird

By Nico Hall
 When Dong Nguyen, an in-
dependent game developer based in 
Vietnam, published his simple app 
Flappy Bird on the App Store, he 
didn’t expect it to garner much atten-
tion. But 50 million downloads later, 
it was obvious that the app’s popular-
ity had exploded in a way he never 
could have imagined.
 Flappy Bird is an exceedingly 
simple game in which the player at-
tempts to maneuver a small bird in 
between a series of pipes for as long 
as possible without colliding with 
them. Players earn a single point 
towards their high score with each 
pipe they pass. Surprisingly, that’s 
all there is to it. No matter how long 
you survive or how high your score, 
the game never evolves beyond that 
one simple game mechanic. In fact, 
Nguyen himself said that “Flappy 
Bird has reached a state where any-
thing added to the game will ruin it 
somehow, so I’d like to leave it as is.”
 This has left many wondering 
why the game became so immense-

ly popular. Some speculate that the 
game’s attractive, colorful, retro art 
style and utter simplicity make it an 
easy game to pick up and play. Oth-
ers claim that the addictive pursuit of 
a high score is what makes the game 
so irresistible, regardless of how 
frustrating it can be to achieve this. 
Nguyen said about the game’s popu-
larity: “The reason Flappy Bird is so 
popular is that it happens to be some-
thing different from mobile games 
today, and is a really good game to 
compete against each other. People 
in the same classroom can play and 
compete easily because [Flappy Bird] 
is simple to learn, but you need skill 
to get a high score.”
 Flappy Bird was released for 
free on May 24th, 2013. However, 
it didn’t gain much popularity until 
January of 2014. It quickly became 
the most downloaded app for that 
month. It is speculated that it made 
$50,000 a day at the peak of its popu-
larity due to its in-game banner ads.
 Eventually, Flappy Bird’s 
popularity became too much for 

Nguyen. Due to its addictive but 
frustrating nature, it constantly an-
gered many of its players. Aggra-
vated fans took to Twitter, ranting 
angrily at Nguyen about their expe-
riences with his game. Bolstered by 
the distance and anonymity provid-
ed by the internet, they did not hold 
back in their complaints. Nguyen be-
came overwhelmed by all of the hate 
and eventually decided to remove 
Flappy Bird from the App Store. On 
February 8th, he tweeted, “I am sor-
ry ‘Flappy Bird’ users, 22 hours from 
now, I will take ‘Flappy Bird’ down. I 
cannot take this anymore.” The game 
was promptly removed on February 
10th.
 The game’s disappearance 
confused fans. Some are 
surprised that Nguyen 
faced such a daunting vol-
ume of internet hate. “I 
don’t think that the devel-
oper of Flappy Bird de-
served all of the hatred. 
He made a game. If people 
didn’t like it they shouldn’t 

have played it,” said an anonymous 
Tech student. Dong himself claimed 
that the game had become “an addic-
tive product” and that he was losing 
sleep because of the guilt he felt for 
angering so many people.
 Since its removal, Flappy 
Bird has spawned countless success-
ful clones. There were even iPhones 
with the app downloaded being sold 
briefly on eBay for prices as high as 
$1,500. Luckily for users, Nguyen 
assured his Twitter followers that he 
will still make games and that the 
massive success of Flappy Bird has 
made him even more confident in 
his skills. ☐

Image courtesy www.pcmag.com
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News
Grades, Not SAT Scores, Predict 
Success in College, New Study 

Shows
By Josef Starc

 As juniors begin to sweat over their 
standardized test scores and seniors anx-
iously wait to see if their scores were good 
enough to get into the colleges of their 
choice, a new study suggests that SAT & 
ACT scores may not have much correlation 
with success in college. 
 For years, the SAT has been crit-
icized for its lack of applicable concepts to 
classroom education, and recently, The Col-
lege Board announced massive changes to 
remedy these concerns. Of the current test, 
senior Eliza Blackorby says, “it reduces ap-
plicants down to numbers and percentages 
instead of thinking, individual young peo-
ple.” Junior Keith Walcott concurs that the 
testing is flawed, but points to the financial 
inequalities for test-takers, saying that “it’s 
no longer a test of how smart a student is 
but of how much time and money they are 
willing to spend preparing for it.” 
 The study focused on 33 universities, 
including six public universities that ask for 
test scores, but guarantee admission depen-
dent on a minimum high school GPA, and 
20 private schools that simply do not re-
quire scores to be submitted at all. Students 
at these schools were compared to students 
who were admitted on the basis of their test 
scores, and the study, led by William Hiss, 
a former college dean of admissions, essen-
tially found little to no difference between 
the two groups.
 In high school, the “submitters” were 
observed to have an average grade point 
average (GPA) about .2 points higher than 
those who chose not to submit test scores. 
Once in college, the GPAs of submitters and 
non-submitters were nearly identical, with a 
statistical difference of less than .05 points. 
These findings suggest that it is not stan-
dardized testing that is most indicative of 

potential college success, but rather, grades 
in high school. 
 The average graduation rate for 
“non-submitter” students, or students who 
did not submit an SAT or ACT score, enter-
ing college from 2003-2007 was 65.8%, while 
students that did submit scores graduated at 
a rate of 64.5%. Students that decline to sub-
mit test scores are statistically more likely to 
be women and first-generation college stu-
dents, but come from a wide background of 
high school types, including public, private 
and parochial schools. 
 At the twenty private schools that 
were observed, the percentage of non-sub-
mitting students enrolling in the school 
rose from 26% to 35% from 2003 to 2010. 
At these schools, students entered and ex-
ited with nearly identical grades in both 
high school and college, suggesting that the 
standardized testing employed for over 100 
years may not be a strong indicator of suc-
cess. In the six public schools surveyed, stu-
dents that did not submit test scores actually 
entered and exited with higher marks, even 
when accounting for those admitted solely 
based on their high GPA. 
 For nearly all colleges within the 
United States, standardized testing is a cru-
cial component of of the admissions process 
and students often spend hours studying for 
the tests. According to FairTest, an indepen-
dent group that advocates for fair and open 
testing, there are more than 800 colleges that 
have “test optional” admissions processes 
which do not require standardized testing 
scores. 
 While the study is far from perfect, 
its message is clear. Today, hard work and 
success in high school classrooms is a far 
greater indicator of college success than any 
score you receive on a standardized test tak-
en on a single Saturday morning. ☐

Tech Students To Take On 
Anti-LGBT Bullying with 
National Day of Silence

 By Sierra Warrick
 On Friday, April 11, Tech classrooms will be quieter 
than usual as students opt to remain silent for the duration 
of the day in recognition of the National Day of Silence, a na-
tionwide movement to call attention to anti-LGBT bullying 
and harassment in schools. 
 The tradition itself has existed for a relatively brief 
period of time. The first ever Day of Silence (DOS) occurred 
at the University of Virginia in 1996 as a result of the orga-
nizational efforts of a student named Maria Pulzetti. Since 
then, DOS has grown into a nationwide movement, with 
over 8,000 schools across the country registered as partici-
pating. This year it falls on April 11, the final Friday before 
we are released from school for Spring Break.
 In comparison with countless other schools across 
the globe, Oakland Tech without a doubt offers a relatively 
liberal and accepting environment. Nevertheless, anti-LGBT 
bullying and harassment still occurs. Offensive slurs are still 
used with alarming frequency by our student population, 
and the words, “That’s so gay,” are still commonplace in our 
halls. It is important to remember that this seemingly harm-
less phrase has a horrifying underlying message – it essen-
tially equates being a member of the LGBT community with 
something ugly or distasteful.
 Thus it is not without reason that Oakland Tech’s 
Queer Straight Alliance (QSA) is planning a major awareness 
campaign for this year’s Day of Silence. The week leading up 
to that Friday will feature opportunities for students to buy 
food and participate in various activities, all of which will 
emphasize awareness and acceptance. The goal is, of course, 
to improve the overall atmosphere at our school and to make 
it clear that Oakland Tech is a safe place for all students who 
identify as LGBT.
 On the Day of Silence itself, Tech’s QSA will be 
spending school hours in silence, some using whiteboards 
and dry erase markers to communicate, others refusing even 
that. Hopefully, a large portion of the student body will also 
participate. After all, the more people who join the move-
ment, the greater the statement they will be able to make. 
The silence is meant to symbolize and acknowledge the op-
pressive silencing of LGBT youth across the nation as a result 
of bullying and harassment. As part of the event, members of 
the QSA will be on the front steps before school offering free 
duct tape and rainbow ribbon pins for students who wish 
to show their support. Additionally, a silent bake sale will 
be held at lunch, with inexpensive rainbow themed sweets 
available.
 Immediately after school the QSA will also be host-
ing a massive “Break the Silence” concert on campus, featur-
ing live musical performances, food, and so on. The celebra-
tion is open to all students who support the movement, not 
just those who participate during the school day. “Breaking 
the Silence” is of course meant to symbolize a step away from 
oppression and a step towards acceptance.
 In the words of Tech senior and QSA president, Jake 
Moore, “Day of Silence is important because it makes a vi-
sual statement demonstrating the huge spectrum of people 
who support their LGBT peers. The silence symbolizes the 
oppression faced by millions of Queer individuals across 
America and the world.” ☐

Oakland Tech senior Cris Castillo pitches in a baseball game versus Redwood High School at 
Ricky Henderson Field on February 19, 2014. Anya Ku / The Scribe.
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News

Senior Tanya Wohlfarth works on a gardening 
project at her home in advance of Earth Day 

2014.
 

Nadia Wohlfarth / The Scribe

“Caps” (& Gowns) Off to 
OT’s Administration: New 

Policy Grants More Freedom 
in Graduation Dress Policy

By Celia Cody-Carrese
 About a month ago Oakland Tech seniors 
were given a chance to decide what color cap and 
gown they wanted to wear at graduation in June, 
and it was recently revealed that the winning choice 
was the traditional purple and yellow colors. How-
ever, a new policy will allow students to choose 
which of the two colors they would like to wear, 
rather than be forced into one or the other based 
on their gender. 
 The vote came about after concerns were 
raised about students who were Transgender or 
Gender Non-Conforming and therefore were dis-
criminated against by the “boys wear purple, girls 
wear yellow” system. Although at first glance it 
seems like nothing has changed since previous 
years, the Administration has taken a bold step and 
announced that the cap and gown colors are no 
longer gender-specific, and any student can wear 
whichever color cap and gown they want.
 The issue at hand was this: gender specific 
graduation caps and gowns left out students who 
were Transgender or Gender Non-Conforming. A 
student who didn’t identify as any gender, identi-
fied with a gender not biologically assigned to him 
or her, or identified as “gender fluid” (meaning the 
gender identity is not constant) was previously told 
to “choose” a gender when ordering their cap and 
gown. This was discriminatory and could even lead 
some students to choose not to participate in grad-
uation, a monumental event in a high school stu-
dent’s life that should be welcome to all.
 Those fighting for single-color gowns were 
obviously not happy with the decision in favor 
of traditional, gender-specific gown colors. Af-
ter inquiries from the PTSA about the situation, 
Ms. Morrison said that the school has no control 
over the cap and gown companies ordering forms. 
Therefore, students can order whatever color cap 
and gown they like, regardless of their biological 
gender.
 Many students may continue to choose their 
cap and gown color based on the previous boy/girl 
model, but I for one will be wearing a purple gown 
on June 11th. I invite other Tech seniors to choose 
whatever cap and gown color they want because, 
thanks to the Administration, we now have that 
freedom. ☐

Earth Day 2014 to Focus on Green Cities, Oakland 
Hosting Numerous Activities

By Sierra Warrick
 Every year on Earth Day, April 22, over 
one billion people gather together in symbolic 
celebration of our beautiful planet. This year, the 
theme is “Green Cities,” and Oakland, alongside 
countless other cities in over 190 countries across 
the globe, is planning to participate.
 Earth Day was first celebrated in 1970 as a 
result of the efforts of United States Senator Gay-
lord Nelson. Since then, the movement has only 
grown; it is now an internationally recognized 
holiday, with participation spanning all bound-
aries of background, faith, and nationality. After 
all, we live on this Earth together. It is only logical 
that the lines that normally divide us fall away on 
this one day of the year in which we acknowledge 
and honor our “Mother Earth.”
 At the same time, simple acknowledge-
ment is not necessarily enough in this age of rapid 
environmental degradation. The Earth Day move-
ment is dedicated specifically to community ac-
tivism and to rekindling public dedication to the 
protection of our planet. In regards to this year’s 
theme of “Green Cities,” the website for the Earth 
Day Network claims, “Earth Day 2014 will focus 
on the unique environmental challenges of our 
time. As the world’s population migrates to cities, 
and as the bleak reality of climate change becomes 
increasingly clear, the need to create sustainable 
communities is more important than ever. With 
smart investments 
in sustainable 
technology, for-
w a r d - t h i n k i n g 
public policy, and 
an educated and 
active public, we 
can transform our 
cities and forge 
a sustainable fu-
ture.”
 Here in 
the Bay Area, local 
activists are defi-
nitely taking the 
concept of public 
activism to heart. 
On April 22, Oak-
land residents will 

have the opportunity to participate in clean-ups 
across the Bay. Some familiar volunteer sites in-
clude Frog Park, Arroyo Viejo Park, Cesar Chavez 
Park, Diamond Park, and Lake Merritt. Addition-
ally, it is always possible to participate in Earth 
Day activism on a more individual scale. For ex-
ample, if you are looking for some remarkably 
simple ways to help the planet, you can always fa-
vor biking or public transportation over travel by 
car, pick up trash in the street, recycle paper, alu-
minum, and glass products, turn off lights when 
you leave a room, or take a shorter-than-usual 
shower (for more water-saving tips, see Scott Lau’s 
article “I Hella Love Water,” pg. 8). For many of us 
in the Bay Area, all of these Earth-saving activities 
are second nature. However, it can never hurt to 
spend a day to dedicate, concentrate, and empha-
size our efforts.
 When asked why Earth Day is still so im-
portant, Oakland Tech’s AP Environmental Sci-
ence teacher, Ms. Heyman, had this to say: “I think 
that setting a day aside to celebrate our beautiful 
planet and reflect on our interactions with it is 
very important. We are usually so busy with our 
day-to-day lives that we don’t pause to appreciate 
the beauty all around us!” ☐

Your March Horoscope
By Sienna Ruiz and Amarit Ubhi

Aries (21 March-20 April): This month, it's important 
that you focus on yourself. Don't let others get in the 
way of following your intuition. 

Taurus (21 April-21 May): At the start of the month, 
things will begin to get busy for you, Taurus. Keep a 
cool head for the first half of the month; it'll do you 
well. Things will get easier later so be easy on yourself 
and relax. Fighting this wave of craziness will only ex-
haust you. 

Gemini (22 May-22 June): It will be easy to get off 
track this month, but you should study and focus 
more on your academics. You'll open up a lot of op-
portunities for yourself. It may seem like a lot of work, 
but in the long run you'll be making things easier for 
yourself.  

Cancer (23 June-23 July): This month could be a little 
emotional for you, Cancer. Keeping yourself busy and 
having a blast with your friends could distract you to 
help cope with whatever may be bothering you. 

Leo (24 July-23 August): This month will start off 
crazy, but you know you’ve got it under control. Un-
fortunately, there is something you will feel you have 
no control over. Things will go back to usual, so hang 
tight! 

Virgo (24 August-23 September): Now would be a 
good time to put your best efforts into your great-
est endeavors. Others will take notice, so seize this 
month as your opportunity to shine. People will love 
you for it! 

Libra (24 September-23 October): This month will 
be tough for you. There will be a lot of stress, but 
don’t worry! Just take everything step by step. If you 
need a break from everything, take it. Catch up with 
your favorite T.V. show, listen to good music, and just 
breathe. 

Scorpio (24 October-22 November): Your grades may 
be in danger of slipping this marking period. Make 
sure to study, take extra notes, and talk to your teach-
ers to get extra help. 

Sagittarius (23 November-22 December): You 
may come into money this month, but spend 
it wisely. Don’t blow it on something that will 
wear out soon. Save it if you can. 

Capricorn (23 December-19 January): You’ll be 
happier this month if you go out of your way 
for the other people in your life. You may even 
meet someone awesome or improve the rela-
tionships you already have. 

Aquarius (20 January - 19 February): Don’t let 
the little things get to you! Remember to take a 
step back and look at the bigger picture every 
once in a while. Stay collected and you’ll be able 
to get through it all. 

Pisces (20 February-20 March): You’ll find 
yourself spending more time on the internet 
this month, if that’s even possible. Chill out 
when it gets to that point when your eyes start 
to hurt. Pause Netflix and open a book, take a 
walk, or nap it out. ☐
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Features Book Review: “Boxers 
& Saints” Puts Teenage 

Spin on Historical Boxer 
Rebellion

By E’Niyah Wilson
 In his graphic novel series, “Boxers & 
Saints,” Bay Area native Gene Luen Yang gives 
his audience a new taste of fiction when he 
writes about the lives of two fictional charac-
ters set in the nineteenth century China during 
the Boxer Rebellion. He incorporates aspects 
of magical realism by allowing his characters 
to harness the powers of ancient Chinese gods 
and rulers and to speak to the ghosts of histor-
ical figures like Joan of Arc.
 In “Boxers,” the main character, Little 
Bao, adopts the “power” of Ch’in Shih-huang, 
China’s first ruler, and attempts to take back 
China from foreign powers through brute 
force. Little Bao decides to leave village life 
and to become a vigilante for the Society of 
the Righteous and Harmonious Fist. Because 
Yang incorporates these aspects into his char-
acters, he allows for the reader to actively en-
gage with Little Bao and the Boxers. 
 Yang confronts this brutal history with 
gore and honest scenes and makes the story 
of the Boxers more personal by telling it from 
Little Bao’s perspective. Overall, he turns a 
historical event into a story that cannot be for-
gotten. 
 The second volume of this duo, 
“Saints,” places more emphasis on the “foreign 
devils” side of the story, and is told through 
the voice of a Chinese girl, Vibiana (formerly 
Four-Girl), a teenage girl who feels unappre-
ciated by her family. Vibiana becomes caught 
between two worlds: that of the Christian 
community and that of the others. The parallel 
Yang creates between Little Bao and Vibiana is 
apparent in that each wants to follow the right 
path, but is lead in the wrong direction. Each 
character also struggles with fitting into the 
views of his or her time, and ends up having 
to choose between what is “right” and what he 
or she believes in. 
 Little Bao and Vibiana become role 
models for the teenage audience in that the 
decisions they make greatly influence the peo-
ple they become. Yang creatively turns a com-
mon teenage problem into one of life or death. 
“Boxers & Saints” will never disappoint, for 
the storyline in each book is easy to follow and 
the illustrations will actively grab one’s atten-
tion. This set of stories should be read by all 
teenagers who feel lost at times. I rate it ten 
out of ten. ☐

Why Hollywood Needs to Cut the Red Carpet, ASAP
By Rozzie Heeger

 On March 3rd, the day 
after the 86th Annual Academy 
Awards, a Google news search 
of the term “oscars” garnered an 
eclectic group of results, ranging 
from John Travolta name-flub 
jokes, to record-breaking selfies, 
to Edgar (the pizza delivery guy). 
But what also flooded the page 
were numerous articles and op-
eds that can be summed up with 
one question: “Who wore it best?”
 For decades, ceremonies 
like The Oscars, the purpose 
of which is to praise those who 
bring glory to the entertainment 
industry, have been paired with 
a preceding red carpet “event.” 
In these 1-2 hour television spe-
cials, often hosted by at least two 
networks at a time, celebrities 
in attendance speak to reporters 
about their recent and upcoming 
projects. Of course, that leg of the 
conversation only takes up about 
a third of an entire interview. The 
latter minute is spent perfecting 
camera shots that expose every 
angle of every dress, and contem-
plating how many outfits each 
star tried on before finding “the 
one.” There is a fascination that 
lies predominantly in the way our 
favorite stars get ready to be seen 
on camera, and very little in the 
work they’ve done that’s inspired 
an award nomination.
 Every year, The Oscars 

become more progressive. This 
year, the Academy awarded its 
first Latino Best Director and 
gave its Best Picture nod to a film 
that hauntingly but truthfully 
displayed several of the facets of 
American slavery. But for every 
step forward, the Oscar-viewing 
experience has taken a step back. 
Within the past several years, red 
carpet events have seen the addi-
tion of the “360 glam-cam,” the 
“shoe cam,” and “the mani-cam,” 
all of which have also amplified 
exponentially the already ma-
terialistic spirit of these shows. 
What is the true purpose of these 
machines? Is it to storm Twitter 
about the bright color of Jenni-
fer Lawrence’s nail polish? Is it to 
make fun of the way Channing 
Tatum styled his tie? Or is it just 
to help sponsors sell the “ideal” 
hair and makeup secrets that will 
fluster millions of impressionable 
young girls?
 Watching celebrities glam 
up can be amusing – it gives view-
ers a taste of the stars’ personal 
style and their willingness to keep 
up with fashion trends. However, 
there’s no proof in award shows 
themselves that we need these red 
carpet events. In fact, once this 
year’s Oscar ceremony started, 
any mention of fashion designers 
was dropped completely, allowing 
the floor to be open to moving 
messages about family, social is-

sues, and remembering America’s 
troubled history. Viewers across 
the country were acquainted with 
what their favorite actors truly 
cared about, which seemed to be 
everything but the latest clothing 
trends.
 After January’s Golden 
Globe Awards, The Onion, a fa-
cetious news platform, published 
an article entitled, “Mandatory 
Unisex Golden Globes Uniforms 
Keep Focus on Stars’ Work.” 
While the article’s true pur-
pose is to incite comedy, it begs 
a series of important questions. 
What would happen if mandato-
ry red-carpet uniforms became a 
new awards show norm? Would 
we keep our focus on stars’ work? 
Would we wonder more about 
the way a character is developed 
and less about the fit of a dress? 
Instead of worrying about the 
length of Jared Leto’s hair, would 
we worry about the tricky topic 
of the HIV/AIDS epidemic his 
film evokes? It’s almost worth the 
institution of a rule that enforces 
red carpet uniformity to see if our 
answers to these questions match 
the progressiveness of this year’s 
nominated films. After all, the 
film industry is about the ability 
to send audiences social messag-
es through the silver screen, not 
about what its biggest stars will 
wear for a three-hour long televi-
sion event. ☐

A group of Technites 
gathers in the front 
of the school to 
participate in Spirit 
Week activities as part 
of Hyphy Day 2014.

Anya Ku / The Scribe.

The Binge Watchers
 By Sophia Taylor

Each month, I will cover a different show I think is 
worth watching non-stop.

Binge-Worthy Show #5: “Mad Men” 
 “Mad Men” is one of the most authentic 
dramas that has ever aired on television, and, 
despite its name, it is not a show about the strug-
gles of the mentally insane. Created by Matthew 
Weiner, “Mad Men” is centered in an era of 
binge-drinking, chain-smoking, and infidelity. 
Set in the 1960s, the show follows both the busi-
ness and personal lives of various employees at 
an advertising firm on Madison Avenue in New 
York. 
 The show’s protagonist and antihero, Don 

Draper (Jon Hamm), is a creative director and 
junior partner at Sterling Cooper (the advertis-
ing firm) with a mysterious and troubled past. 
From his exterior, Don Draper seems to have it 
all. He has money, good-looks, and a house in 
the suburbs with a pretty wife and two children. 
But the show illuminates the many flaws in his 
seemingly perfect life, as it does with its many 
other characters. These characters include Peggy 
Olson (Elisabeth Moss), a remarkably talented 
copywriter who quickly rises in rank at the firm, 
and Pete Campbell (Vincent Kartheise), a ruth-
lessly ambitious account executive.
 The following is a quote that illustrates 
both the insightful and dark nature of Don 
Draper, as well as one of his best advertising 
pitches.

(From Season 1, Episode 1: “Smoke Gets in Your 
Eyes”):

Don Draper (to a potential client): “The reason 
you haven’t felt it is because it doesn’t exist. What 
you call love was invented by guys like me, to sell 
nylons. You’re born alone and you die alone and 
this world just drops a bunch of rules on top of 
you to make you forget those facts. But I never 
forget. I’m living like there’s no tomorrow, be-
cause there isn’t one.”
 Between its amazing costumes, witty dia-
logue, and interesting historical backdrop, “Mad 
Men” has been a truly worthy recipient of its crit-
ical acclaim and multiple Emmys and Golden 
Globes. The seventh and final season premieres 
on AMC on April 17th, so start watching! ☐
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FeaturesPaula’s 
Snickerdoodles

By Paula Fortune

Ingredients:
For cookies:
1/2 cup butter (1 stick), 
softened 
1/2 cup granulated sugar 
1/3 cup brown sugar 
1 egg 
1/2 teaspoon vanilla 
1 1/2 cups flour 
1/4 teaspoon salt 
1/2 teaspoon baking soda 
1/4 teaspoon cream of 
tartar 
For coating: 
2 tablespoons granulated 
sugar 
1 teaspoon cinnamon

Instructions:
 In a large bowl, 
cream the butter, sugar, 
and brown sugar with an 
electric mixer on high 
speed. Add the egg and 
vanilla and beat until 
smooth. 
 In another bowl, 
combine the flour, salt, 
baking soda, and cream 
of tartar. 
Combine the dry ingredi-
ents with the wet ingredi-
ents and mix well. 
Let the dough rest for 30 
minutes in the refriger-
ator. Preheat the oven to 
350 degrees. 
 While you wait, 
mix together the topping 
ingredients on a plate. 
 Remove dough 
from the refrigerator af-
ter a half an hour. Shape 
dough into balls of de-
sired size. Roll each ball 
in the cinnamon/sugar 
mixture and place onto 
an ungreased cookie 
sheet, leaving a few inch-
es between each cookie. 
 Bake the cookies 
for 10-12 minutes. The 
cookies may seem a little 
under-done when you 
take them out of the oven, 
but they are better on the 
softer side.
 Enjoy with a cup 
of tea for the perfect 
sweet treat! 
 Feel free to exper-
iment with other spices 
(nutmeg adds a delicious-
ly unique flavor)! Also, 
as tempting as it may be 
to skip the refrigeration 
step, this setting time is 
a crucial one for forming 
the dough balls. ☐

Behind the Tagalong: The Story of the Girl Scouts
By Anna Rosenfeld

 Around this time each year, it 
seems everyone goes wild over Girl 
Scout cookies. Whether one prefers Thin 
Mints, Tagalongs, or any of the other 
delicious flavors, the familiar taste of 
a Girl Scout cookie is something that 
most Americans cherish. The cookies are 
usually priced at $5 a box, and with so 
many boxes being sold around this time 
of year, the Girl Scouts are making a lot 
of money. But although most people can 
identify their favorite type of Girl Scout 
cookie, few know much else about the 
organization that satisfies so many cook-
ie-craving Americans each year. So, who 
are the Girl Scouts? What do they do? 
Where does all that money go each year?
 Girl Scouts of the USA (GSUSA) 
is the largest organization for girls in the 
entire world. Their mission is to “build 
girls of courage, confidence, and charac-
ter, who make the world a better place.” 
The organization was founded in 1912 
by Juliette Gordon Low, who wanted to 
give all girls, regardless of class, race, or 
nationality, the chance to develop “phys-
ically, spiritually, and mentally.” What 
began as an organization of 18 girls from 
Savannah, Georgia, now includes more 
than 2.3 million members across the 
United States and the rest of the world. In 
fact, Girls Scouts of the USA is actually 

part of an international organization, the 
World Association of Girl Guides and 
Girl Scouts.  
 The current GSUSA program 
is for all girls in grades K-12. There are 
6 levels, which are based on grade lev-
el and are run by adult GSUSA leaders: 
Daisies (K-1), Brownies (2-3), Juniors 
(4-5), Cadettes (6-8), Seniors (9-10), and 
Ambassadors (11-12). 
 Each Girl Scout is required to 
give the following pledge upon joining 
the organization: “On my honor, I will 
try: To serve God and my country, To 
help people at all times, And to live by 
the Girl Scout Law. I will do my best to 
be honest and fair, friendly and helpful, 
considerate and caring, courageous and 
strong, and responsible for what I say 
and do, and to respect myself and others, 
respect authority, use resources wisely, 
make the world a better place, and be a 
sister to every Girl Scout.” As one can see 
from the Girl Scout pledge, GSUSA aims 
to instill wholesome values, confidence, 
and leadership skills in each of its mem-
bers, much as it has done since its found-
ing over a century ago. 
 Girl Scouts participate in a whole 
host of activities, all centering around 
science, technology, business, literacy, 
and outdoor and environmental mind-
fulness. Tech Junior Stephanie Brown 

has been a Girl Scout since the Daisy lev-
el and says she has gone on all kinds of 
fun trips with her troop over the years, 
from camping to visits to the aquarium. 
Stephanie has received her silver award, 
which is one of three awards given out 
to Girl Scouts. A silver award is given 
to a Girl Scout who has developed and 
carried out a project in her local commu-
nity. When asked about what it is like to 
be a Girl Scout in the Bay Area, Stepha-
nie remarked that “being a Girl Scout in 
the Oakland community means there is 
more diversity, though Girl Scouts across 
America strive to reflect the nation’s di-
versity.” 
 GSUSA tries to promote diver-
sity amongst its members by reaching 
out to all parts of the country, especial-
ly low-income areas. In fact, GSUSA has 
been known throughout its history to be 
a diverse organization. Through times of 
segregation, Girl Scouts remained inte-
grated and helped to forge cross-cultural 
friendships amongst American girls, set-
ting a great example for the rest of Amer-
ica. In 1956, Martin Luther King, Jr. even 
recognized the Girl Scouts as “a force for 
desegregation.”
 With all the money going to the 
Girl Scouts every year, it is nice to know 
that the funds are being used to do good 
work. According to Stephanie Brown, 

the money made from cookie 
sales gets split up between the 
Oakland troop, the local GSUSA 
counsel, and the national organi-
zation. Given the turbulent his-
tory of America, it is refreshing 
to know that such a wholesome 
organization for girls has with-
stood the test of time and con-
tinues to bring joy to us all today, 
whether through its great com-
munity work or the simple plea-
sure of biting into one of their 
perfect cookies. ☐

A group of Girl Scouts sell their 
popular cookies at a stand on 
Lakeshore Ave. in Oakland. 

Nadia Wohlfarth / The Scribe.

Fans Take “Veronica Mars” to Big Screen
By Gabriella Taylor

 The “Marshmallows” have pre-
vailed! On March 14, “Veronica Mars,” 
a movie based on the popular television 
show which aired its last episode in 2007, 
premiered after almost seven years of an-
ticipation.
 The TV show is centered around 
Veronica Mars, a modern day Nancy 
Drew, as she lives a double life – part-
time high schooler, part-time private 
investigator. Unfortunately, it was can-
celled abruptly in 2007, much to the dis-
may of its fans (the “Marshmallows”). 
Since its cancellation, however, Veroni-
ca Mars’ fan base has only continued to 

grow, both in size and in enthusiasm for 
the show. Consequently, more and more 
people began to want some closure and 
that is what brought the movie “Veronica 
Mars” into fruition. 
 After 91,585 fans pledged 
$5,702,153  to make the movie, Warner 
Bros. agreed to produce the film. 
 Taking place in the present, the 
movie “Veronica Mars” will pick up with 
almost all of the characters from the orig-
inal show. In the movie, Veronica will 
be a law school graduate living in New 
York City who returns to her hometown, 
Neptune, to help her ex-boyfriend Logan 

after he has been charged with murder, 
again. This trip will coincide with her 
high school reunion, which is bound to 
be entertaining.
 Obviously, this movie is most ap-
pealing to those who have watched the 
show. But, that is just an even better rea-
son for those who haven’t to catch up on 
the show’s three seasons, all of which are 
currently available on Amazon Instant 
Video and iTunes. As for me, I know that 
I will be one of the many Marshmallows 
waiting in line to watch “Veronica Mars,” 
the movie. ☐

Ph
ot

o 
co

ur
te

sy
 w

w
w.

m
sts

ba
ke

ry
.co

m



PAG E  8 M A RC H  2 0 1 4

THE SCRIBE
A monthly publication run entirely by the students of Oakland Technical High School, with the support of club 
sponsor Mr. Wing. Special thanks to the Oakland Tech PTSA and the Oakland Tech After-School Program for their 
continued generosity, as well as Ms. Haugen for her donation of club meeting space. 
Join us on Monday, April 7 at lunch in room 106 for our Annual Review Meeting and 2014-15 planning session. 

 
2013-14 Editorial Board
Editor-in-Chief: Rafael Sands
News Editor: Veronica Larkin
Features Editors: Gabriella Taylor, Aviva Kardener
Visuals Editors: Anya Ku, Henry McClellan

Website Editor: Lindsay Chan

Oakland Tech Student Journalism meets Mondays at lunch in Ms. Haugen’s room, room 106
Visit www.oaklandtechscribe.com to view past issues, share your comments, subscribe to e-delivery, and more. Guest contributions and let-
ters to the editor are always accepted, though not always published. All submissions become the property of Oakland Tech Student Journal-
ism and may be altered in any way deemed appropriate by the editorial board. Messages should be directed to the Editor-in-Chief via email: 
editor@oaklandtechscribe.com. Teachers: join our free distribution list at www.oaklandtechscribe.com under “Distribution.” 

Staff Contributors to This Issue
Lindsey Clark, Trevor Harrison, Ethan Flynn, Josef Starc, Jessica Gagliardi

Mia Hackley, Nicholas Pingitore, Nico Hall, Molly Hetherwick
Sierra Warrick, Celia Cody-Carrese, Sienna Ruiz, Amarit Ubhi

Rozzie Heeger, E’Niyah Wilson, Sophia Taylor, Paula Fortune
Anna Rosenfeld, Scott Lau, Zabie Elmgren, Tanya Wohlfarth
Nadia Wohlfarth, John Oberholzer, Naomi Ginsborg-Warren

Many speculate that the College 
Board is making these changes 
in response to the growing pop-
ularity of the ACT. In the past 
two years, the ACT has overtak-
en the SAT in terms of numbers 
of test-takers, with 100,000 more 
students taking the ACT than the 
SAT in 2013. 
 But regardless of what 
prompted the College Board’s de-
cision to revamp the SAT, the new 
test could be a step in the right 
direction. For years students and 
educators alike have complained 
that the test is not a true mea-
sure of a student’s intelligence or 
his or her likelihood of succeed-
ing in college. Changing the test 
to reflect what students learn in 
school could help resolve these 
issues. Making the test more prac-
tical could also help to reduce the 
growing hype surrounding test 
prep services, thereby leveling the 
playing field between those who 

(SAT continued from Page 1)

Cartoon by Pun Master Naomi G.

*Front page header drawing by Fiona Gregg / The Scribe

I Hella Love Water
By Scott Lau

 Imagine you’re sitting in your 
AP Environmental Science class, 
learning about the multitudinous 
causes that contribute to global cli-
mate change. You feel distracted by 
the copious government readings 
you have for homework and begin to 
highlight them, tuning out the teach-
er’s lecture. But wait! She mentions 
something about droughts, and you 
suddenly remember that earlier this 
year the state of California declared a 
drought emergency!
 In January, Governor Jerry 
Brown made a declaration stating that 
we are in “perhaps the worst drought 
that California has ever seen.” Water 
reservoir levels are low, ranchers and 
farmers are suffering, and forest fires 
are more likely to rampage. Although 
farming accounts for a large major-
ity of California’s water consump-
tion, urban dwellers do account for 
a sizable 20 percent of the water con-
sumption. 
 Being the curious science 

nerd you are, you decide to do some 
extensive research on the causes of 
California’s drought, and by exten-
sive research, I mean you refer to 
Google’s seemingly infinite resource 
bank. You learn that rain storms are 
blocked from California by what is 
effectively a wall of pressure, a high 
pressure ridge caused by the differ-
ence in temperature from one area to 
the next. 
 Coincidentally, California’s 
drought is linked to, if not exacerbat-
ed by, global climate change. Accord-
ing to the New York Times, “Cali-
fornia has been warming along with 
most regions of the United States, and 
temperatures in recent months have 
been markedly higher... For some of 
the state’s most important agricultur-
al regions, summer lasted practically 
into January, with high temperatures 
of 10 or 15 degrees above normal 
on some days.” In other words, as 
the global temperature rises and 
heats up the land, the difference be-
tween ocean temperature and land 
temperature becomes greater, thus 

building up a pressure ridge. Maybe 
the material you’re learning in your 
AP Environmental Science class isn’t 
as dry as you previously thought. 
 Now, being the ironic hipster 
you are, you decide to try find the 
quirkiest ways to save water. Asking 
around Tech, you find a variety of 
techniques. One senior, Kathy Pare-
des, describes her “Pandora Show-
ers.” Paredes says that whenever she 
showers, she brings her iPhone with 
her. She then puts on Pandora and 
plays one of her favorite songs. As 
soon as the bridge plays, she knows 
her shower is coming to an end. Once 
the song is over, she shuts off the wa-
ter and gets out, effectively taking 
3-minute showers. She promises she 
doesn’t cheat by playing extra-long 
songs like Led Zeppelin’s Stairway to 
Heaven or Erykah Badu’s Next Life-
time. 
 AP Environmental Science 
teacher Ms. Heyman says she re-
members the day her mom ordered 
her kids to rip out the front lawn, 
exclaiming that grass lawns were too 

thirsty. Ms. Heyman also describes 
the gutter trash can apparatus her 
mom rigged up. Whenever it rained, 
the water from the gutters collected 
in a trash can. Ms. Heyman’s mom 
then attached a hose to the can and 
watered her plants with it. 
 As for my own family, we 
shower in basins, using the collect-
ed shower water to flush the toilets. 
We also use the grey water from the 
laundry to wash the floors. 
 I don’t “drought” that there 
will be more rainfall throughout this 
year. But at the moment, it’s looking 
pretty “ex-stream.” Use less water. ☐

teachers and parents have started a cam-
paign that includes petitions and letters to 
the city government asking for greater ac-
cess to the pool. Jessica Gagliardi, a sopho-
more with A-period PE, said she was disap-
pointed by her sudden lack of access to the 
pool because swimming was her “favorite 
part of the PE week.” In response to the cam-
paign, Parks and Recreation officials agreed 
to meet with Oakland Tech representatives 
to discuss the future of pool use.
 But not everyone wants an oppor-
tunity to swim. One 5th period student, 
who asked not to be named for this story, 
was concerned about the health risk of us-
ing the pool. “Have you smelled your tow-
el after swimming?” he asked. He said that 
as a “proficient swimmer,” he wasn’t wor-
ried about the school-mandated test. “The 
test is easy enough that anyone who doesn’t 
know how to swim has enough time to learn 
when we get time in the pool on minimum 
Wednesdays.”

 In addition, other community mem-
bers have raised concerns about the petition. 
In the comments of the online petition, one 
user, who identifies himself as Bill Williams, 
said that giving Oakland Tech classes more 
time in the pool would “come at the expense 
of turning away Oakland swimmers who 
currently use the pool during those hours. 
Many of these swimmers are disabled, elder-
ly, or unable to exercise in any other way.”
 In an email, Dana Riley, who works 
for Oakland Parks and Recreation, said, 
“Pool space is under high demand in Oak-
land,” and “Temescal is one of the city’s bus-
iest pools.” She pointed to OUSD pools at 
McClymonds and Castlemont high schools, 
which are “shut down or have very little 
use,” as possible solutions.
 Mr. Bover responded, “Everyday I 
have been at the pool, it has never been very 
full.” Adults could continue to “come at the 
regular time and still get in the swimming 
they need.” ☐

(Pool continued from Page 1)

can afford to pay for private SAT tutoring and those who 
cannot. 
 However, not everyone sees the new changes to the 
SAT as beneficial. Tech government teacher Ms. Wolfe ex-
pressed disappointment over some of the changes, namely 
the new optional essay: “I like that they’re going to move 
away from useless vocabulary,” Ms. Wolfe remarked, “but 

I think the essay would really be something to keep be-
cause it shows that students can write.” Others have spec-
ulated that the new changes will not be enough to make 
the SAT a better indicator of student success. But regard-
less of the efficacy of these changes, look out class of 2017; 
a new SAT is coming your way – for better or for worse. ☐
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