
Oakland International High Demands Greater Access to 
Tech’s Popular Ricky Henderson Field

By Rafael Sands

 Oakland Tech’s Ricky Henderson 
Baseball Field has served as a shining ex-
ample of what well-intentioned community 
members can do when they come together 
to work for something they believe in. How-
ever, for the first time since its opening in 
2008, its future is uncertain. 
 Students at the neighboring Oakland 
International High School (OIHS) on 45th 
and Webster St. are petitioning for greater 
access to the regulation-size baseball field, 
as well as the possible construction of a full 
size soccer field which would overlap with 
the baseball diamond. 
 Although Oakland Tech parents and 
students were responsible for raising the 
nearly $500,000 it took to create the field 
in 2007 and have continued to organize the 
volunteer efforts of hundreds of community 

members to construct and maintain it, the 
land is the property of OUSD, and it is there-
fore under the jurisdiction on the school 
board. When the project began in 2006, the 
buildings adjacent to the field lot were va-
cant, and when OIHS opened in 2007, the 
endeavor was well on its way to completion. 
 As OIHS, a school made up almost 
entirely of immigrants and English-lan-
guage learners, has grown in size to about 
375 students now, their athletic needs have 
also increased. OIHS parents and students 
claim that the Tech parents who manage the 
field don’t share it, and OIHS students have 
no place to play soccer aside from the ce-
ment playground behind their school build-
ing. 
 However, according to the volun-
teers from Tech who created and now main-
tain the field, this isn’t the case. “There’s a 
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2014 Mayoral Race Kicks off 
with First Debate

Candidates Talk Crime & Safety, Tech Senior Moderates
By Josef Starc

 Facing re-election in 
the fall, Mayor Jean Quan sat 
next to her opponents in the 
upcoming election and dis-
cussed how to combat crime 
in Oakland in the first mayor-
al debate on Thursday, April 
3rd at Temple Sinai. Alongside 
the mayor was city auditor 
Courtney Ruby, councilwom-
an Libby Schaaf, former Port 
of Oakland commissioner 
Bryan Parker, attorney Dan 
Siegel, San Francisco State 
professor Joe Tuman, as well 
as three Oakland residents 
running for mayor: Jason An-
derson, Patrick McCullough 
and Nancy Sidebotham. The 
debate was moderated by four 
Oakland-based journalists, in-
cluding Oakland Tech senior 
Bianca Brooks, who works for 
Youth Radio, and focused on 
what is undeniably the most 
pressing issue facing the city: 
crime and public safety.
 The most recent poll 
reported nearly half of Oak-
land voters as undecided, so 
the race is very much wide 
open. The candidates had 
varying ideas on how to im-

prove public safety, but nearly 
all coalesced around the idea of 
“community policing,” a prac-
tice that focuses on officers 
building relationships with 
their constituents. Many also 
spoke of the need to rebuild 
the city’s relationship with the 
Oakland Police Department, 
which has splintered in recent 
years.
  Mr. Parker specifically 
addressed the need to restore 
the trust with OPD, saying, 
“We need a mayor that stands 
by our cops and takes charge.” 
This was met with a tempered 
response from the crowd, 
which frequently had to be re-
minded to hold applause until 
the end of the program. Mr. 
Parker addressed the chilling 
reality that an African-Amer-
ican male in Oakland has an 
equal chance of being killed 
or incarcerated as he does of 
graduating from an OUSD 
high school by saying that we 
need to address the inequali-
ties in the city. Notably, how-
ever, he stopped short of con-
demning racial disparities in 
OPD’s arrest numbers.  

 

(Field continues on Page 4
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OakTechRep Presents: “American Night” May 1st-3rd
By Carol Delton, Guest Contributor

 OakTechRep, Tech’s award-winning student theater 
company, will perform American Night: The Ballad of Juan 
Jose May 1st-3rd, 2014. This will be the first ever student pro-
duction of “American Night,” by special permission of play-
wright Richard Montoya of Culture 
Clash. 
 The night before he takes 
his citizenship test, Juan Jose’s 
dreams take him on a journey 
through the history of the United 
States, featuring a strange and often 
unexpected assortment of some of 
America’s most legendary citizens.  
The play’s ninety-six characters 
represent the dark, not-quite-what-
they-teach-in-school side of U.S. 
History. “American Night” is filled 

with movement, music and humor as well as multiple cos-
tume changes.
 “American Night” will be performed May 1st-3rd, 
2014 with three evening performances at 7 pm and one Sat-
urday matinee at 2pm in the Oakland Tech Auditorium, 310 
42nd Street.  General admission tickets are $10.00 at the 

door; $8.00 for OUSD staff and 
students. The play is directed by 
Jessa Berkner Moreno with tech-
nical direction by Casey Fern 
and choreography by Ena Dallas.  
For more information, please 
contact Ms. Jessa Moreno, jessa-
brie@gmail.com. ☐

Senior Kevin Covarrubias stars 
as “Juan” in “American Night: The 
Ballad of Juan Jose.”

Photo courtesy OakTechRep.
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Field   of    Schemes?

Don Neworth, an official from OUSD’s Oakland School Yard Initiative, listens as disgruntled parents 
and students criticize the city’s recent proposal to split Tech’s volunteer-built “Field of Dreams” into a 
multi-purpose soccer/baseball field at a Town Hall Meeting on March 15.
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Dates to 
Remember
Compiled by Anya Ku

April 14-18 - Spring Break! 
Have fun and be safe.

Fri April 25 - End of 5th Mark-
ing Period

Sat April 26 - Zumbathon

Fri-Sun May 1-3 - OakTechRep 
preforms American Night: The 

Ballad of Juan Jose

Mon May 5  - AP Chemistry, 
AP Environmental Science 

Exams

Tues May 6  - AP Spanish Exam

Weds May 7  - Minimum Day

Thurs May 8  - AP English Lit 
Exam

Fri May 9 - AP Statistics Exam

Mon May 12  - AP Biology, AP 
Physics C: Mechanics Exam

Tues May 13 - AP US Govern-
ment Exam

Weds May 14 - AP US History 
Exam

- Minimum Day

 More at oaklandtech.com

News

FROM THE WEB
Last month, we asked

readers in an online poll:

What do you think about the 
new SAT exam?

21% said: Much needed 
changes, finally!

53% said:  College Board still 
sucks if you ask me...

21% said: Too soon to tell
5% said: An SAT score still 

isn’t a good college admissions 
criterion

_____

Visit
oaklandtechscribe.com

now to vote in our latest poll:

What are your summer 
2014 plans?

Obama Borrows from OUSD’s “African-
American Male Achievement Initiative”

By John Oberholzer

 In 2010, facing a 46% high 
school graduation rate, a 21% suspen-
sion rate, and almost as many murder 
victims as high school graduates in 10 
years, Oakland Unified School District 
realized it was failing the young Afri-
can-American men in our city. That 
was the first step in starting the Afri-
can American Male Achievement Ini-
tiative (AAMAI), a program affecting 
about 2,500 boys in OUSD that raises 
grades, lowers suspensions, and ele-
vates the graduation rate.
 The AAMA Initiative focuses 
on linking students with successful 
African American male role models, 
helping those students to succeed in 
school, and seeing that they have 
opportunities beyond high school. 
Part of the District’s work was open-
ing the Office of African American 
Male Achievement, which oversees 
the AAMA Initiative programs 
and collects data about its results. 
Their website states its mission is 
“to stop the epidemic failure of 
African American Male (AAM) 
students in OUSD,” and to “improve 
cultural competency, and implement 
practices that support AAM students.”
 Following a period of research 
and development, the first two years 
of the Initiative have been remarkably 
successful. By 2013 the graduation 
rate had risen to more than 
50%, and suspensions had 

dropped to 14%. Kids in the program 
have reported positive experiences, 
and the District is being lauded for its 
successes.
 Recently, it seems Oakland’s 
very own program has received some 
high-profile national attention: Pres-
ident Obama’s new “My Brother’s 
Keeper” project draws considerable 
inspiration from the African Amer-
ican Male Achievement Initiative in 
Oakland. 
 Last year, the president said 
that “there are a lot of kids out there 
who need help, who are getting a lot of 
nega- tive rein-

forcement. And is there more that we 
can do to give them the sense that 
their country cares about them and 
values them and is willing to invest in 
them?” The answer is clearly yes. The 
$200 million dollar project, funded by 
several national philanthropic foun-
dations, is borrowing from OUSD’s 
methods after seeing their increased 
attendance and grades, decreased sus-
pensions and absenteeism, and overall 
positive feedback from the communi-
ty. Recently Oakland High was visited 
by members of the Department of Ed-
ucation looking for ways to improve 
the lives of young African American 
men. They met with the AAMA Ini-
tiative community there and collected 
valuable information for the develop-
ment of their own national program.
 Given the obstacles stacked 
against men of color, including com-
munity violence, lack of male role 
models, and diminished education-

al opportunity, President Obama 
has given special attention to “My 
Brother’s Keeper.” The initiative will 
work by supporting local programs 

that promote the welfare of young 
men of color. Both the Oakland and 
national program emphasize an indi-
vidual’s, not data-driven, view of their 
students. 
 Despite the gap that still needs 
to be closed, the African American 

Male Achievement Initiative is an 
important step forward and a 
great example of the socially 
conscious reform in which 
our city leads the nation. ☐

Obama illustration by Fiona 
Gregg / The Scribe

  It was Mr. Siegel who drew the 
greatest applause for his comments 
in response to his defense of the Oc-
cupy Oakland protestors whose pres-
ence has largely defined Mayor Quan’s 
term. “Occupy woke up America,” said 
Mr. Siegel, who went on to say that, in 
order for Oakland to break the cycle of 
youth poverty, the mayor’s office must 
work more closely with OUSD. He 
spoke of the need to rebuild “the social 
contract” by offering city jobs to all 
youth at $15 an hour to keep them off 
of the streets. Mr. Siegel also asserted 
that we need police officers “that look 
like the city,” a reference to the fact that 
few OPD officers reside in Oakland. 
 Mr. Tuman critiqued the Quan 
administration’s handling of the social 
problems in Oakland and promised 
to increase police staffing by 300 offi-
cers during his term. In addition, he 
declared his focuses to be education, 
housing and jobs production – themes 
that were largely repeated by all can-
didates. Unlike other candidates, 
however, Tuman provided concrete 

ideas for how he would pay for them: 
most notably, developing city-owned 
lands, including the Kaiser Conven-
tion Center downtown. His statement 
that Oakland should exhaust all inter-
nal options for revenue before asking 
for more property tax revenues was 
met with a hearty response from the 
crowd, which spilled out of the Temple 
and was estimated at over 250 people.
 Mayor Quan responded to 
criticism of her handling of the OPD 
by pointing to crime statistics that 
show a sharp drop in homicides over 
the last year and crediting her so-
cial programs for keeping youth off 
of the streets. When asked to address 
the failure of the mayor’s much pub-
licized “100 Blocks” plan, Ms. Quan 
danced around the question and did 
not directly address the issue. What 
she was happy to talk about, howev-
er, was her “Ceasefire” plan, which 
was lauded from nearly everybody at 
the Temple. Ceasefire, which began in 
2013, attempts to take young men out 
of the gang life by offering them jobs 
and leniency on the condition that, if 
they are arrested again, punishments 

will be more severe. Ms. Quan also 
declared that “47 cops will be on the 
streets of Oakland tomorrow,” helping 
to raise the total number of police offi-
cers to close to 700 – still far below the 
national per capita average. 
 While Ms. Ruby and Ms. 
Schaaf are also considered viable con-
tenders for the office, neither provided 
plans for paying for increased police or 
social programs that were immediately 
clear. The remaining three candidates 
are newcomers to the political field 
and spent much of their time identi-
fying who they are and why they are 
qualified to run, without much oppor-
tunity to expand on their positions.
 Regardless of who comes out 
on top, the race this fall promises to be 
a close one as Oakland again utilizes 
the ranked-choice voting system that 
allowed Jean Quan to take office in 
2010. No matter which zip code they 
come from, voters that will rank their 
top three choices in November can 
take solace in the fact that the issues 
that are most important to residents 
are clearly on the minds of the candi-
dates as well. ☐

(Debate continued from Page 1)
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“Divergent” 
Film a 

Major Flop 
 By Molly Hetherwick

 If you care for over-
used character tropes, clichéd 
scripts, and funny looking 
costume and set design, then 
have we got a show for you! 
“Divergent,” directed by Neil 
Burger, rarely strays off the 
beaten path of predictable plot 
lines and yet still seems to have 
managed to make them all a 
colossal flop. 
 Based on the young 
adult novel by Veronica Roth, 
“Divergent” is about Tris Prior, 
a girl living in a dystopian fu-
ture where the world is divid-
ed into five factions depending 
on personality traits. In Tris’s 
world, when the young peo-
ple come of a certain age, they 
are eligible for a test that will 
determine which faction they 
belong in by examining their 
most dominant traits. Tris’s 
results, not surprisingly, come 
back as “divergent,” meaning 
she can fit equally well into 
several different factions. For 
a reason that is not complete-
ly clarified, this means Tris is 
a danger to society and must 
keep her true results under 
wraps. 
 In her chosen faction, 
she meets her love interest, 
Four, a few friends, and a few 
enemies. Unfortunately, none 
of these people has a person-
ality at all, with the minor ex-
ception of Four, who is about 
as interesting as a slightly un-
ruly sheep or a toaster. The rest 
may as well be brick walls. This 
troubles me a little, as I recog-
nize several faces from that 
movie, and I have seen them 
act before with both finesse 
and range. The problem isn’t 
the actors; it’s the directing 
and writing.
  The cinematography 
in “Divergent” is just pitiful. 
By the end of the movie it is 
as if the poor cameraperson 
is chasing the actors down the 
street while attempting (and 
failing miserably) to keep the 
shot steady.
 If anything, “Diver-
gent” tells us that Veronica 
Roth’s novels should, under all 
circumstances, steer clear of 
Hollywood. The words of the 
book  come across as cheesy 
and pointless on the big screen 
and don’t adequately describe 
the setting. If you have 2 hours 
to kill and don’t mind hideous 
crimes to the art of filmmak-
ing, then “Divergent” is defi-
nitely for you.  ☐

News
Tech Students Push for AP Spanish Literature Class

By Sierra Warrick
 As of now, the chances of Tech 
offering an AP Spanish Literature class 
next year are slim. However, the cur-
rent AP Spanish Language teacher, 
Ms. Guirao, and a handful of devoted 
students are hoping to change that. Ul-
timately, the main obstacle they must 
overcome is the lack of awareness 
among the student body.
 This is, of course, the exact 
same problem that Ms. Guirao and her 
students faced last year. 
 According to Tech’s adminis-
trators, a minimum of fifteen students 
must express interest in taking the 
course before it can be acknowledged 
on the official class schedule. You 
would think that, in a school with a 
student population of over two thou-
sand, fifteen interested individuals 
would not be that hard to come by. 
Last year, however, the task of finding 
those fifteen students proved surpris-
ingly difficult. Due to a lack of com-
munication within the school, many 
students who would otherwise have 
signed up remained unaware that the 
opportunity even existed. Thus all 
plans for the development of the class 
had to be temporarily stalled.
 Hopefully the same scenario 

will not play out again this year. Af-
ter all, an AP Spanish Literature class 
would be a valuable addition to Tech’s 
already impressive foreign language 
department. It would offer native and 
nonnative Spanish speakers alike the 
chance to gain a deeper understanding 
of the language and the culture. At the 
same time, it would make it possible 
for students to reinforce the knowledge 
they already possess. This last reason is 
a major motivator for Tech junior and 
current AP Spanish Language student 
Elise Buser to request the class; when 
asked to comment, Elise said, “I’m 
worried that I’ll lose all of the Spanish 
skills I have accumulated over the years 
if I don’t take a Spanish class my senior 
year. As a society I don’t think we place 
nearly enough emphasis on learning 
other languages. It’s an important skill 
to have 
– one 
that can 
open up 
a world 
of possi-
bilities. I 
really do 
not want 
to lose 
that.”

 Ms. Guirao, for her part, is 
eager to help. When asked why she is 
interested in teaching the Literature 
course in particular, she explained, 
“AP Spanish Literature is a continua-
tion of AP Spanish Language. In my 
two years teaching the language class 
here at Tech, I’ve seen that there are a 
lot of students with the potential for 
and interest in continued improve-
ment – there are a lot of students ready 
and willing to learn.”
 In the end, the fate of the class 
rests with the student body at large. If 
enough students tell Ms. Guirao that 
they are interested, Tech will gain a 
valuable language course – one taught 
by an excellent and extremely passion-
ate instructor. So, to anyone who is 
interested in gaining a better under-
standing of this beautiful language, is 
fascinated by other cultures, or longs 
to travel the world and visit Span-
ish-speaking nations, do not hesitate 
to offer your support. ☐ 

◀︎Ms. Guirao teaches Tech’s current AP 
Spanish Language class and hopes to 
teach AP Spanish Literature as well.

Photo courtesy oaklandtech.com

Learn to code with Girls Who Code!
Nadia Wohlfarth / The Scribe

“Girls Who Code” Program Bridges Tech Industry 
Gender Gap, Beginning with High Schoolers
By John Oberholzer

 The U.S. Department of Labor 
predicts that by 2020 there will be 1.4 
million jobs for computer specialists. 
Currently, our population is on track 
to fill only 29% of those jobs. Girls 
Who Code, a national nonprofit orga-
nization, serves two purposes: filling 
the need for tech-savvy students and 
encouraging women to enter the com-
puter science industry.
 Girls Who Code has made 
quite a name for itself in the media 
lately, and with good reason. The pro-
gram, created by lawyer and politician 
Reshma Saujani, is designed to expose 
young women to the world of com-
puter science. Started in New York in 
2012, it aims to bridge the gender gap 
in technology professions. Last sum-
mer, it spread across the country, now 

including the Bay Area. 
 The summer internship pro-
gram is open for girls ages 13 to 17 
and offers its students 300 hours of in-
struction in web design, mobile devel-
opment, and robotics as well as con-
nection and mentorship with female 
professionals in technology, engineer-
ing, and entrepreneurship fields. The 
internship lasts all day, all summer, 
and it is presented to the teens free of 
charge. Oakland Tech junior and 2013 
participant Deon Oddone says, “Not 
only did it impact me by allowing me 
to put more skills on internship and 
job applications, it also expanded my 
network, thus increasing my ability to 
find internships and new opportuni-
ties.”
 Only 12% of graduates in 
computer science are female. The 

male-dom-
inated tech 
industry is 
often a dif-
ficult place 
for wom-
en to enter. 
As Oddone 
says, “The 
p r o g r a m 
is import-
ant because 
even with 
the success 
of the wom-
en’s move-
ment so 

far, women are still discouraged from 
STEM [science, technology, engineer-
ing, and mathematics] jobs.” Girls 
Who Code is helping to reverse this 
trend by exposing young women to 
computer science early on and giving 
them the opportunities they need to 
succeed later on in STEM and com-
puter science fields, thus enabling a 
more equal and fair workplace in de-
veloping fields. ☐

◀︎Oakland Tech Junior Deon Odone  
(far left) learns the basics of computer 
programmaing as a participant in the 
2013 Girls Who Code summer intern-
ship program. 

Photo courtesy Lindsay Chan / The 
Scribe.
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News
Standoff at Ricky Henderson Field 

This right field fence is all that divides Ricky Hen-
derson Field from Oakland International’s black-
top. Rafael Sands / The Scribe.

Your April Horoscope
By Sienna Ruiz and Amarit Ubhi

Aries (21 March-20 April): This month, focus on 
goals you’ve set for yourself. You’ll have the advantage 
of a positive attitude. 

Taurus (21 April-21 May): In April, things may quick-
ly become heated. It’s important to keep it cool with 
everyone, even when they are getting on your nerves. 
You’ll be able to think better with a clear head (espe-
cially in the classroom). 

Gemini (22 May-22 June): For the first half of the 
month, don’t start anything new, because it may not 
end well or go as planned. Wait until later, just to play 
it safe.  

Cancer (23 June-23 July): Chances are your grades 
will slip in the first two weeks of this month. Just wait 
till they come to an end, and then do as you wish. Or, 
you could learn to work past this challenge. You may 
just get your way. 

Leo (24 July-23 August): This month will be hectic! 
Don’t lose control when others get you mad; this will 
only result in more obstacles and weaker relation-
ships. Go easy on everyone. 

Virgo (24 August-23 September): Take care to avoid 
stress this month. Load up on tea and naps because 
your life will only be getting busier. This may seem 
hard, but it will be important to focus on your well-
ness this month – especially during spring break.

Libra (24 September-23 October): This month, some 
people may not be as trustworthy as you thought. 
Don’t let it get to you; if need be, avoid them and their 
negativity.

Scorpio (24 October-22 November): You’ll be happi-
er this month if you go out of your way for the other 
people in your life. You may even meet someone awe-
some or improve the relationships you already have.

Sagittarius (23 November-22 December): You’ll be 
feeling extra excited for summer. Yes, the sun will be 

shining and you will almost taste the end of 
the school year, but don’t let that get to you. 
The school year isn’t over yet. 

Capricorn (23 December-19 January): This 
month will frustrate you. It may seem like ev-
erything is an obstacle and nothing is turn-
ing out just right. No matter what gets in your 
way, take a deep breath, and take what comes 
at you with everything you have.  

Aquarius (20 January-19 February): Take 
some time for self reflection this month. Pause 
all of your activities and think about your ac-
tions. Ask yourself the questions you’ve been 
avoiding. 

Pisces (20 February-20 March): This month, 
take a chance. Step out of the box and do 
something you wouldn’t normally do. It could 
be the beginning of something great. ☐
  

misnomer that OIHS has not had 
access to this field,” said Paul Brek-
ke-Meisner, a parent who played an 
influential role in the development 
of the field. In fact, the field is open 
to and used by OIHS students five 
days a week for physical education 
and recess whenever Tech’s baseball 
team isn’t using it. In addition, the 
field is shared with the NOLL-SOLL 
and Babe Ruth little leagues as well 
as several community youth sports 
groups, several of which serve at-risk 
and special needs youth throughout 
the year. 
 The main concern of field 
managers and Tech baseball players, 
though, is that OIHS soccer players 
tear up the field with their cleats and 
don’t offer to help fix the damage. 
“When we let them play, they use 
it in the rain and destroy the grass, 
costing us thousands of dollars in 
repair,” said senior varsity baseball 
player Akintunde Ahmad. 
 At a town hall meeting on 
the field on March 15, the program 
manager for the district-run Oak-
land School Yard Initiative, Don 
Neworth, discussed the potential 

options for sharing the field, all of 
which were vehemently opposed by 
the parents and players who attend-
ed the meeting.
 One option being considered 
by the school board, which will ul-
timately decide the fate of the situ-
ation, involves shortening the right-
field fence which borders the field 
and Oakland International’s cement 
black-top and constructing a reg-
ulation-size turf soccer field which 
would overlap with the outfield of 
the baseball diamond. Coaches were 
disturbed by this option, saying it 
would mean players would have to 
bring two different pairs of cleats 
to games to accommodate both the 
outfield turf and infield grass. 
 Option two, which Mr. Ne-
worth referred to as the “Gorbachev 
alternative,” involves taking down 
the right field fence entirely and cre-
ating a similarly overlapping soccer 
field in a different orientation. After 
discussing other possibilities about 
building an alternative softball and/
or soccer field at Em-
erson Elementary or 
Tech’s Upper Campus, 
Mr. Neworth conclud-
ed, “The options that 
we’re looking at are 
not easy. There are go-
ing to have to be com-
promises with the goal 
that students at both 
schools can have ac-
cess.”
 But parents of 
Tech baseball players 
didn’t buy this state-
ment. “The idea of 
compromise seems 
to be everybody gets 
what they want ex-
cept for us. We need 
to stop aiming low in 
Oakland,” said Rita 
Williams, parent of 
senior varsity baseball 
player Blake Williams. 

She added, “Many of 
us stepped forward not 
only with time but thou-
sands of dollars that the 
city did not support in 
the good faith that this 
field would be here for 
the long term. I feel a lit-
tle deceived and cheat-
ed.”
 Parents as well 
as students went on to 
share emotional stories 
of how the field meant 
so much to them. “This 
is my home,” remarked 
senior varsity baseball player Keenan 
Brekke. “I helped build it when I was 
eleven and now I’m playing on it,” he 
added. One woman shared a letter 
from her son, now a Division One 
baseball player in college, about how 
the “Field of Dreams” and the com-
munity it helped bring together put 
his life on the right path. 
 To many, the field is a symbol 
of all the hard work and cooperation 

that went into building it as well as 
a reminder of the possibilities when 
community members take a district 
issue into their own hands. “We built 
this field because we felt the kids de-
served better than what they had 
in Oakland,” said Paul Rosky, the 
parent of a current baseball player. 
“There’s real pride in Oakland about 
this field, not just for Oakland Tech,” 
he added. ☐

(Field continued from Page 1)

Oakland Tech baseball coach Bryan 
Bassette speaks against the city’s plan 
to change Ricky Henderson Field at 
a Town Hall Meeting on March 15. 
Rafael Sands / The Scribe.

Players and their parents listen as Don Neworth discusses the options for adapting the field to 
better fit the desires of Oakland International High students. Rafael Sands / The Scribe.



A P R I L  2 0 1 4 PAG E  5

Balancing Liberty and Protection: Why the NSA Has Gone Too Far
 By Ethan Smith

 When I first heard about the 
National Security Agency (NSA) spy-
ing program, I was shocked. How 
could the government break one of 
our most basic rights? 
 As guaranteed by the fourth 
amendment,  American citizens have 
protection against searches without 
reasonable evidence or a warrant. 
When the Founding Fathers wrote 
the Constitution, they believed that 
people should have as much protec-
tion from the government as possible 
– hence, the Bill of Rights. However, 
they also understood that sometimes 
the government needs to put restric-
tions on individuals for a collective 
good. This created a fine line with 
privacy and liberty on one side, and 
surveillance and security on another.

 To quote Benjamin Franklin 
from The Poor Richard’s Almanac: 
“Any society willing to give up liberty 
to gain security deserves neither and 
will lose them both.” Gen. Keith Alex-
ander, the director of the NSA argues 
that, “We see the threats coming at 
this nation… We see what neither the 
CIA nor FBI could see [before 9/11].” 
 As in all limitations of privacy 
and liberty, both sides must be con-
sidered. The government assures that 
the data it collects cannot identify 
individuals, but two Stanford Univer-
sity graduate students found that the 
“meta-data” that the NSA collects can 
be used to identify personal relations, 
business information, and political 
information.
 Edward Snowden, the famous 
“whistleblower” of the NSA program, 
claimed that some government work-

ers used their authority to spy on 
their ex-partners. This gives an excel-
lent example that brings up another 
point: who watches the watchers? The 
NSA program has little oversight over 
its employees and a large degree of 
discretion. So far, the NSA has been 
unable to prove its effectiveness. 
 Geoffrey Stone, a University 
of Chicago law professor and a mem-
ber of the review panel for the pro-
gram, said that the program had not 
stopped or prevented a single terror-
ist plot. Furthermore, a White House 
report on the program revealed that 
“there has been no instance in which 
NSA could say with confidence that 
the outcome [of a terror investiga-
tion] would have been any different” 
without the program’s aid. If we tru-
ly want to protect our rights and our 
Constitution, we should stop the NSA 

spying program immediately. ☐

Opinion
The Problem with School Dress Codes

By Celia Cody-Carrese
 Dress codes help keep us focused and 
make school a safer learning environment, right? 
Wrong. While dress codes may be well-inten-
tioned, they hyper-sexualize girls and contribute 
to a culture of slut-shaming and objectification. 
And more often than not, dress codes (or at least 
the way they are enforced) target girls, instead of 
regulating everyone’s clothing. 
 Just look at Oakland Tech’s dress code – 
the first two rules on the list are targeted at girls. 
And even though there are rules that deal with 
everyone’s attire, like the no pajamas rule, there 
are no rules that deal with boys specifically. An 
argument could easily be made that sagging pants 
are just as or even more distracting than spaghet-
ti straps, but there is no rule restricting that. (I 
mean really, who is distracted by spaghetti straps? 
This isn’t 6th grade.) 
 But the rules aren’t really the problem, it’s 
who is targeted; it’s not often you see boys being 
called out for their attire. At assemblies, girls are 
criticized for dressing inappropriately and in a 
way that isn’t “modest” enough. Dress codes 
target girls by telling them what not to wear 
and by doing so control their bodies and 
make them sexual objects that need to be 
“tamed.”
 Now, I don’t propose eliminating 
the school dress code.  I think there is a 
line for what is and what is not appropri-
ate for school. I don’t think we should 
all start showing up at school in linge-
rie, but we need to look at how dress 
codes affect girls and what they say 
about girls and their bodies. 
 Dress codes essentially take 
girls’ bodies away from them by put-
ting them through a male lens. Girls 
are told not to wear something be-
cause it might be distracting to a boy. 
This sexualizes girls and creates an 
unhealthy relationship between them 
and their clothes. Girls aren’t wear-
ing something because it makes them 
comfortable and because they like 
wearing it, they are wearing something 
because it is deemed appropriate and 
modest enough by others. 

 This leads to self-objectification. Girls look 
at their bodies as sexual objects that turn on and 
distract boys depending on what they wear. This 
is all wrong. Clothing is a form of self-expression, 
and we should wear clothing for ourselves, not for 
other people. 
 Dress codes don’t just affect girls. By clas-
sifying certain clothing as inappropriate, dress 
codes encourage boys to identify and objectify 
certain girls as “sluts.” This adds to a culture of 
slut-shaming and objectification of women. Dress 
codes also diminish boys by treating them as if 
they always have sex on their minds and are un-
able to control themselves. And for boys and girls, 
dress codes create a culture that looks down on 
expressing sexuality of any kind.  
 I don’t expect the dress code to change 
drastically, or at all. But I do think that the way we 
look at and enforce the dress code should be and 
can be changed, and in a way that looks at girls as 
humans and not sexual objects. ☐

Watch your phones! 
Photo: Anya Ku / The Scribe

See Spring Sprout!
 By Aviva Kardener

 The last few weeks of storms have come to 
an end, and it’s time to appreciate springtime!
 Obviously, living in the Bay Area does not 
provide us any discernible seasons; but, let’s not let 
that rain on (or, in this drought, lack thereof) our 
parade.
 I feel an obligation to appreciate the beau-
ty of spring, as I was named after it. I look at 
spring as a fresh start. None of this beauty would 
be possible without winter’s rains (or snow in lots 
of parts of the world). They have cleansed away all 
the bad the past year has left behind. Now, new 
life can grow with no baggage holding it back. I 
see spring as the earth’s New Years. It is a time for 
change and growth. It brings sunshiny days and 
the hope of bright colors, of longer days, of an end 
to the school year, and, most importantly, of sum-
mer vacation.
 Spend this spring outside soaking in the 
fresh air. Jump in the leftover puddles, search the 
grass for four leaf clovers, play Ultimate Frisbee, 
fly a kite, have a picnic, plant a spring flower or 
herb garden, or take a walk and stop to smell the 
Rose Garden. Whatever you do, appreciate the 
nature around you and carry that light with you 
throughout your day. ☐

Tech students enjoy the sunny and warm weather 
at lunchtime. Photos: Anya Ku / The Scribe.

Illustration: Fiona Gregg / The Scribe.
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Features Graphic Novel Review: 
“The Cute Girl Network”

By E’Niyah Wilson

 Though its girly title may deter some 
readers, “The Cute Girl Network” by M.K. 
Reed is a gem of a story. It’s about the meaning 
of relationships and each person’s role in mak-
ing them effective. Jane, a rough-riding skater 
girl, meets Jack, an almost annoyingly stupid 
soup-cart pusher, when she falls off her skate-
board one morning. Jack then falls for Jane 
and asks her out. Once they start dating, how-
ever, a few of Jane’s “friends” attempt to warn 
Jane of the consequences of dating Jack. They 
know of these consequences because of an or-
ganization they’ve devised called “The Cute 
Girl Network.” The purpose of it is to “share 
information about all the spazzes, dorks, 
tools, [and] freaks” and to prevent other girls 
from falling in love with the wrong guys. It’s 
basically a social network that allows women 
to read all about the mischievous things guys 
do (found out by other girls who have dated 
them) so that they themselves can avoid dat-
ing those people in the future. It’s a preventa-
tive action network.
 Jane gets caught in a riff between 
choosing her friends in the Network and 
choosing the infamous Jack, known for his 
absent-mindedness. Though these girls set 
up a preventative network, Jane feels that the 
standards they have for relationships are too 
unrealistic. Jane prefers sticking to an equal 
relationship, while the girls believe that their 
boyfriends should cater to their every need. 
The author pokes fun at this idea by including 
a fictional excerpt from an overly gushy vam-
pire novel which the girls from the network 
swoon over in the beginning of the story.
 The style in which the book is illustrat-
ed is admittedly overwhelming at times. It’s 
colored in black and white but with immense 
attention to the background. Each panel has 
background detail which can sometimes out-
weigh the characters and overwhelm the eye, 
but this flaw is made up for with the contrast 
in the way the characters are drawn. Each 
character has a distinct characteristic, such 
as a unique hair style or an ethnic trait. This 
is useful in memorizing which character is 
which since many characters – particularly fe-
male – pop up in the story.
 This book is a treat to readers who 
are into romantic comedies. It’s also great for 
those who find the traditional comic strip 
style pleasing. ☐

102 Years Later, Titanic Still Remembered
By Michelle Huebel

 April 15th marks Titanic 
Remembrance Day in commem-
oration of the sinking of the leg-
endary ship. In March 1909, work 
on the Titanic began in Belfast, 
Northern Ireland, continuing un-
til the spring of 1911. The ship 
departed on April 10, 1912 for its 
maiden voyage from Southamp-
ton, England to New York City, 
carrying 1,316 ticketed passen-
gers, plus a crew of 913. Among 
the first-class passengers were 
high-ranking officials, including 
Isidore Straus, member of the 
U.S House of Representatives and 
co-owner of Macy’s department 
store, wealthy industrialists, such 
as Benjamin Guggenheim and 
John Jacob Astor IV, socialites, 
and celebrities. A single first-
class ticket cost between $2,500 
and $4,800 ($57,000 to $108,000 
today). Employees attending to 
the first-class notables mostly 
traveled second class, along with 
academics, tourists, and journal-
ists. However, the largest group 
of passengers, composed largely 
of immigrants, traveled in third 
class.
  The Titanic was called 

“unsinkable” and the “safest ship 
afloat” by her builder and design-
er. However, on April 14, 1912, 
the cruise ship hit an iceberg in 
the Atlantic Ocean. There had 
been reports of ice from other 
ships, but the Titanic was sail-
ing on calm seas under a clear 
sky, or so it seemed. All of a sud-
den, a lookout spotted an iceberg 
straight ahead. The engines were 
quickly reversed and the ship was 
turned sharply. Instead of making 
direct impact, the iceberg grazed 
the side of the ship, causing large 
ice chunks to break off and land 
on the forward deck. The iceberg 
slashed a 300-foot gash below 
the ship’s waterline. By the time 
the captain discovered the dam-
age and ordered lifeboats to be 
loaded, five of the ship’s forward 
watertight compartments were 
already filling with seawater, and 
the bow of the ship had dipped 
alarmingly low. A disorganized 
evacuation began about an hour 
after contact with the iceberg.
 Despite the fact that the 
Titanic was equipped with too 
few lifeboats, nearly every one 
of them was launched drastical-
ly under-filled. The ship stayed 

afloat for close to three hours as 
men saw off wives and children, 
families were separated in the 
confusion, and selfless individu-
als gave up their spots to remain 
with loved ones or to allow more 
vulnerable passengers to escape. 
Women and children were in-
structed to board the boats first, 
yet many of them became victims 
due to disorderly procedures that 
failed to get them to the boats in 
time. The Titanic’s purportedly 
watertight compartments filled 
until the ship was nearly per-
pendicular to the ocean’s surface. 
With many lights still aglow, the 
ship finally dived beneath the icy 
surface around 2:20 a.m. on April 
15. The nearby ship Carpathia, af-
ter receiving the Titanic’s distress 
call at midnight and steaming 
at full speed, dodging icebergs 
along the way, reached the life-
boats after nearly two hours. Un-
fortunately, 1,516 passengers and 
crew had perished, leaving only 
713 survivors.
 While other maritime di-
sasters have resulted in greater 
loss of life, the Titanic story stands 
out for its particular sense of dra-
ma. It was, after all, a singularly 

opulent ship, 
touted, ironically, 
for its watertight 
c o n s t r u c t i o n , 
making its maid-
en voyage while 
carrying a num-
ber of iconic per-
sonalities of the 
day. It’s no small 
wonder the trag-
ic tale translated 
into a blockbust-
er movie, and no 
doubt the sto-
ry will remain 
memorable well 
into the future. ☐

The Binge Watchers
 By Sophia Taylor

Each month, I will cover a different show I think is 
worth watching non-stop.

Binge-Worthy Show #6: “Gilmore Girls” 
 A contemporary classic, “Gilmore Girls” 
is the endearing story of a single mother, Lore-
lai Gilmore (Lauren Graham), and her daughter, 
Rory (Alexis Bledel). The comedy-drama creat-
ed by Amy Sherman-Palladino is mainly set in 
the (sadly) fictitious small town of Stars Hollow, 
a place filled with wacky traditions and a vari-
ety of hilariously eccentric characters. Centered 
around the relationship between Lorelai and 
Rory, two recurring topics that “Gilmore Girls” 
addresses are teen pregnancy and socioeco-
nomics. Having come from an affluent family 
in Connecticut, Lorelai’s pregnancy at 16 is far 

from accepted. Despite this, Lorelai still chooses 
to have Rory without the support of her parents, 
Richard and Emily Gilmore (Edward Herrmann 
and Kelly Bishop), or anyone else in their dis-
approving town. Lorelai’s decision to raise Rory 
on her own sets the premise of the show and 
enables the dynamic duo between mother and 
daughter.
 The authentic friendship between Lorelai 
and Rory is demonstrated in the following dia-
logue. They are discussing the phrases they will 
need to know for the backpacking trip they plan 
to take around Europe together. (From Season 3, 
Episode 3: “Here Comes the Son”)

Lorelai: “Where’s the ladies room?” “More coffee, 
please” “Does Antonio Banderas live near here?”
 

Rory: We do not need to know how to say, “Does 

Antonio Banderas live near here?” 
Lorelai: Oh, yes, we do.
Rory: Mom.
Lorelai: When we’re in Spain, we need to know 
how to say, “Does Antonio Banderas live near 
here?” When in France, “Does Johnny Depp live 
near here?”
Rory: When in Rome, “Does Gore Vidal live near 
here?”

Lorelai: You know, you look like me, yet my ways 
are completely lost on you.

 Constantly heart-warming, as well as in-
fused with fast-paced dialogue and  pop-culture 
references, all seven seasons of “Gilmore Girls” 
are truly worth watching! ☐

Photo courtesy Wikipedia.
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FeaturesPerfect M&M Cookies
By Paula Fortune

Ingredients:
2 cups all-purpose flour 
1 tablespoon cornstarch 
3/4 teaspoon salt 
1 teaspoon baking soda 
3/4 cup brown sugar 
3/4 cup unsalted butter, softened 
1/2 cup granulated sugar 
1 large egg 
1 tablespoon vanilla extract 
1 twelve-ounce package of M&Ms

Instructions:
 Preheat the oven to 350 degrees 
and line baking sheets with parchment 
paper.
 In a medium bowl, mix togeth-
er flour, cornstarch, salt, and baking 
soda. Set aside. 
 In a larger bowl, cream together 
butter and both sugars with an electric 
mixer on medium speed until light and 
fluffy (2-3 minutes). With the mixer 
on low, add in egg and vanilla. Return 
mixer to medium speed and mix until 
incorporated. Scrape sides if needed. 
 With the mixer back on low 
speed, add dry-ingredient mixture 
gradually until dough forms. Stir in 
M&Ms.
 Form balls from approximately 
1 tablespoon of dough. Bake for 9-11 
minutes or until edges are just barely 
golden. Remove from oven and let cool 
for a couple of minutes on the baking 
sheet before removing and placing on 
wire rack to finish cooling. 
 M&M cookies are basically 
more colorful and fun chocolate chip 
cookies.  You can even use the pastel 
M&M’s that are sold around this time 
of year to make festive Easter cookies! 
Additionally, there are so many differ-
ent kinds of M&M’s, from dark choc-
olate to mini (my personal favorite) to 
peanut butter! 
 One important tip for good 
M&M cookies is to make sure not to 
overcook them.  It is best to take them 
out of the oven when they still look a lit-
tle underdone so that they are nice and 
chewy.  Also, to achieve the best cook-
ie texture, cream the butter and sugars 
thoroughly, making sure it is light and 
fluffy.  Each cookie should have about 
6 regular size M&M’s for the best re-
sult.  Consider placing the candies in 
by hand to get them evenly distributed 
and to add your own personal touch.  
 A slight difference in this recipe 
is the addition of cornstarch.  While it 
is not necessary, cornstarch helps with 
the soft and chewy texture. There is also 
more vanilla extract in this recipe than 
most other cookies to give them an ex-
tra great taste!  Good luck with your 
springtime cookies! ☐

8 Random Holidays to Get You Through the School Year
By Jessica Gagliardi

 It’s almost that time of year 
again — the slog between Spring 
Break and Memorial Day Weekend. 
As usual, it’ll be full of tests crammed 
into the last 6 or 7 weeks, hours of  
trying to catch up on a year’s worth 
of skimmed over or forgotten ma-
terial, and relatively few days off or 
long weekends.
 But there is no need to de-
spair for your sanity because the 
coming weeks are all chock-full of 
exciting holidays that you’ve prob-
ably never heard of (and that are 
probably way better than any holi-
days that you have heard of)! Here 
are some of the highlights of what  
you have to look forward to between 
now and the end of the school year 
(all of these are official, sanctioned 
holidays):

April 16th: National Stress Aware-
ness Day: A day to eat a pint of Ben 
and Jerry’s all by yourself, take a 
bubble bath, or maybe binge watch 
your favorite show on Netflix.  In-
terestingly enough, National Stress 
Awareness Day also happens to be 
the day after taxes are due in the US. 

April 17th: National High Five Day: 
A great excuse to get lots of high 
fives from complete strangers. By 
the end of the day, you’ll probably be 
feeling much better than you did at 
the start. People often celebrate this 
national holiday by drinking lemon-
ade as well. 

April 22nd: National Jellybean Day: 
This one is pretty self-explanatory. 
It is an excuse to eat lots and lots of 
jelly beans and share them (or don’t 
share them) with your friends!

April 26th: Hug an Australian Day: 
Sure, Australians may be a little hard 
to find here at Tech, but if you can’t 
find one, picking a stranger and pre-
tending they’re Australian is an ac-
ceptable alternative. 

May 1st: Save the Rhino Day: This 
day encourages us all to be more 
aware of the threat of extinction 
facing rhinos all across the globe. 
Rhinos are currently making a 
comeback and all because of the 
awareness and activism of normal 
people like you!

May 4th (hint: May the Fourth be 
with you): Star Wars Day: By far the 
most important holiday of the year, 
it is the day to dig out that light sa-
ber you know you still have in your 
closet and challenge someone to a 
duel. It is also a good time to  watch 
any and all of the Star Wars mov-
ies, recite entire scenes, brush up on 
your Star Wars Trivia, and embrace 
your inner geek. 

May 12th: Limerick Day: Nobody 
will blame you if you choose to deny 
the existence of this particular hol-
iday. 

May 16th: Love a Tree Day: Trees 
do so much for us. They give us air, 
shade, firewood, and the occasional 
power outage. So go find a tree and 
give it some water, decorate it with 
streamers or something else festive, 
or just give it a hug. If you’re hav-
ing trouble finding one, walk out the 
front door of Tech and you’ll have at 
least 15 to choose from.

 All of these holidays and 
more can be found at holidayin-
sights.com/moreholidays. I hope 
you have a very festive month! ☐

April 10 is National Siblings Day
By Anna Rosenfeld

 For anyone with a brother or 
sister, your relationship with your 
sibling is likely to be the longest rela-
tionship you will have. Mothers, fa-
thers, friends, spouses, all of whom 
are equally important, will probably 
not be in your life as long as your 
sibling will be. The relationships you 
share with your brothers and/or sis-
ters are full of childhood memories, 
inside jokes, family traditions, and 
comfort. They are special relation-
ships that deserve to be celebrated 
,which is why in 1997 Claudia Evart 
founded National Siblings Day, a 
holiday celebrated on April 10.
 Approximately 80% of 
Americans have at least one sibling, 
which means that the majority of 
Americans have the opportunity to 
learn some of life’s important les-
sons which come from grow-
ing up with a brother or sister. 
As Pamela Dugdale once said, 
“Siblings are the people we 
practice on, the people who 
teach us about fairness and 
cooperation and kindness and 
caring—quite often the hard 
way.” Understanding this, Evart 
decided to dedicate herself to 
creating a national day to honor 
and recognize the importance 
of siblings after her brother and 
sister died. 
 Feeling that people of-
ten take siblings for granted, 
Evart founded the Siblings Day 
Foundation to campaign to get 

a nationally recognized holiday. She 
wants to “help all brothers and sis-
ters to reconnect.” Since its found-
ing, the Siblings Day Foundation 
has succeeded in getting many state 
governors to issue proclamations for 
the holiday and even got Presidents 
Bill Clinton and George W. Bush to 
sign messages recognizing the holi-
day. However, for it to become an of-
ficial national holiday, the President 
needs to issue a proclamation, a goal 
yet to be accomplished. 
 Even without official rec-
ognition, Siblings Day is celebrated 
by many Americans. Sharing the 
spirit of Mother’s Day and Father’s 
Day, Siblings Day is supposed to be 
a time to reach out to your brothers 
and sisters, tell them how important 
they are are to you, and celebrate 
your relationship. Celebratory ac-

tivities can be as simple as a phone 
call, a card, or even keeping your 
siblings in mind throughout the 
day. For those with deceased broth-
ers and sisters, Siblings Day can be a 
meaningful way to remember them 
and honor the place they held in 
your life. The holiday is also meant 
to bring siblings who have drift-
ed apart back together again and 
to help siblings who have not been 
close to try to connect. 
 A sibling really can be a 
friend for life. When asked what 
was special for her about having a 
sibling, Oakland Tech junior Lind-
say Golub said, “My best friend lives 
two rooms away.” So, this Sibling’s 
Day, take the time to recognize one 
of life’s most special relationships. ☐

Tech siblings. Anya Ku / The Scribe

Paula Fortune / The Scribe
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DIY Spring Craft 
Ideas

By Reva Swiedler
 In the spirit of spring clean-
ing (or just to get rid of things for 
those going to college this year), 
you may feel tempted to throw away 
things that are no longer relevant to 
your life.  However, to do that would 
be to waste potential craft materials. 
Even if you claim that you are “not 
crafty” or just “not into it,” with few 
instructions and extra materials you 
can easily redesign something to be 
useful.  Here are a few examples of 
common materials that can be trans-
formed into hip, personalized ob-
jects.   

Pencil Holder: 
 About to throw out that 
now-empty jam jar? But wait! Ha-
ven’t you been needing a jar for all 
those pencils and pens on your desk?  
Considering that organization is as 
a huge problem among teenagers, 
any way to solve it is great.  Instead 
of throwing out that empty jar, trans-
form it into a personalized pencil jar 
by following these instructions from 
passionforsavings.com:

Materials:
-A jar that has a small opening on the 
top and is > 3” tall (Ex: used jam jar)
-Spray Paint or a thick paint to cover 
the jar and another lighter paint to 
go on top
-Pencils

Instructions:
1. Empty the jar (if it’s not already 
empty), and thoroughly wash it out.
2. Take any stickers off. If the jar has 
embossed writing and you want to 
cover it, tape around the whole jar
3. Completely paint or spray paint 
around the whole jar.
4.  Wait until dry.  
5.  Create any design or writing on 
the new blank canvas (Some ideas are 
putting stickers on it, writing your 
name, putting your favorite quote on 
it, or pasting a picture).
6.  When completely dried and fin-
ished, fill with pencils and enjoy your 
new pencil jar!

Super Easy Custom Hair Clips:
 Ever find yourself looking 
through a drawer and finding an item 
that hasn’t been touched in years?  
For many girls, it’s hair accessories. 
From scrunchies to thick headbands, 
it’s a box of the past. Though some 
of those items can never be brought 
back again, one item that can be 
re-invented are clips (the kind that 
snap when you put it in your hair).  
By using your favorite nail polish 
color, you can morph a black clip to 
a rainbow or striped clip by follow-
ing these instructions by inthenext-
30days.net.

Materials:
-Plain clips that snap when you put 
them in your hair.
-Nail polish of any color
-Make-up sponge (if you like)

Instructions:
1. First go to your local store and buy 
a box of hair clips or dig them out of 
the accessory box that you haven’t 
touched in years.
2.  Then paint the design you want on 
them with nail polish.  One sugges-
tion is to do a base coat and then do 
stripes with a thinner brush.
3.  When dry and done, give them to 
a friend or wear them yourself!

Polka Dot Pants: 
 Thinking about giving away 
a “blah” pair of pants for a cooler 
pair? Or possibly want to buy cheap 
jeans (I recommend Goodwill) to 
make polka dotted?  Well I advise 
that you save your money and make 
your own.  Polka dot pants not only 
look great with everything, but if you 
make them yourself, you can choose 
how many polka dots there are. With 
these steps by itsalwaysautumn.com, 
make your shorts or pants polka dot-
ted!

Materials:
-A pair of jeans
-Scissors
-A straightedge
-Bleach pen

Instructions:
1. Dig out the pair of jeans you want 
to make polka dotted. 
2. If you want the polka dots evenly 
placed, cut out a diamond (I suggest 
2” by 2”).  
3. Use a bleach pen and place dots 
next to the points of the diamonds.  

Then move the the diamond to the 
right so that 2 of the points match 
up and make two more points on 
the right. Continue until you have as 
many polka dots as you want. 
4. Let the jeans sit out for 24 hours, 
and then feel free to put them in the 
wash.  

 I recommend that if you are 
using the squares to make even spac-
ing, try it out on paper first so that 
you don’t mess up. 

 Have fun and good luck! ☐
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Movie Review: “The Grand Budapest 
Hotel”

By Gabriella Taylor
 Wes Anderson’s newest film, 
“The Grand Budapest Hotel,” may 
have been his greatest movie yet.
 Set mostly during the 1930s 
in the fictional Eastern European 
“Republic of Zubrowka”  during a 
fictional war, “The Grand Budapest 
Hotel” tells the story of the lobby 
boy Zero Moustafa (played by Tony 
Revolori) who, after being befriend-
ed by Gustave H (Ralph Fiennes), 
a concierge at the Grand Budapest, 
finds himself embarking on a thrill-
ing adventure which involves a stolen 
Renaissance painting, a large family 
fortune, and a series of murders. 

 I, myself, did not know what 
to expect when I went to see “The 
Grand Budapest Hotel,” but in the 
end, I was more than pleased with 
what I got. Although the movie had 
many of the usual marks of a Wes 
Anderson film (at least one scene 
with Bill Murray in it, a specific color 
palette, and the use of the font “Fu-
tura”), the plot itself was a departure 
from his usual films in that it was a 
bit darker, but in a good way. The hu-
mor was also a little less subtle, which 
I found myself enjoying. Overall, I 
would strongly recommend “The 
Grand Budapest Hotel” to anyone 
who enjoys zany, but heartfelt com-
edies. ☐
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