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Tech Students Protest 
Against Police Brutality

By Lucy Allen 
With college acceptance rates dropping lower each 

year, competition to get into elite schools is at an all-time 
high. In an attempt to increase their chances, high school 
seniors are sending applications to schools in numbers 
that their parents’ generation could never have imagined.

Applying to eight colleges used to be considered over-
achieving, but now that number is commonplace. For 
some, eight is only the beginning.

Part of this change is due to the rise of the Common 
App, which allows students to fill out one application and 
send it to multiple private colleges, whereas years ago 
they would have had to apply separately to each school. 
Although the cost to apply ranges from around $50 to 
$90 per school, some families reason that application fees 
are only a fraction of the cost the family will have to pay 
for the student’s entire college career.

Many students are also lengthening their list of pro-
spective schools in response to low admission rates, con-
vincing themselves that they will only be able to beat the 
odds if they send in a multitude of applications.

 However, because colleges are receiving more applica-
tions and are not increasing their student bodies, a higher 
number of applications actually pushes down acceptance 
rates. For example, popular universities such as Stanford, 
Duke and Cornell accept half as many students as they 
did a decade ago. 

In this vicious cycle, a high number of applications 
one year lowers acceptance rates, and in turn adds stress 
to the application process for seniors the next year, who 
already struggle.

“You have to really examine yourself, for the first time, 
and coherently express your feelings, accomplishments, 
and goals,” said senior Maddie Ahlers. “And then you 
have to deal with the fact that other people will read 
about them and judge them.”

In addition, the pressure to complete several applica-

College 
Applications: 

How Many is Too 
Many?

Lake Merritt Full of Surprises
By Laurel Hennen Vigil  

             Photo by Trevor Harrison
Tech students join OUSD wide march and die-in to protest the treatment of African Americans by police

(Aplications continues on Page 8)

Photo by Antigone Micheals 

You might think of Lake Merritt as “the lake of a thousand 
smells,” or maybe you know it as the beautiful body of water 
with all the geese. But did you know that it is not really a lake? 
Or that it was once home to Oakland’s moneyed elite and that 
its shores might hide a buried treasure? And that’s not all; 
Lake Merritt is full of surprising history.

While the lake has been an important part of Oakland 
throughout the city’s existence, it has not always been so pic-
turesque. When Oakland was founded in 1852, the city built 
a pipe system to dump its sewage into what was then a filthy 
lagoon that fed into the San Francisco Bay. It wasn’t until 1869 
that the slough was dammed at 12th street, creating the body 
of water we see today. In 2013, a channel was opened, re-con-
necting Lake Merritt to the Bay.

The lake was originally called Laguna Peralta after the 
owner of Rancho San Antonio, whose land is part of Oakland today. In the 1870s, however, it was renamed Lake Merritt 

after Oakland Mayor Samuel Merritt, who decided to turn the 

By Molly Hetherwick and
 Trevor Harrison 
Zoë Czekalla lives by the 

words of Desmond Tutu; “If you 
are neutral in situations of injus-
tice, you have chosen the side of 
the oppressor.” 

For the Oakland Tech junior 
the shooting of 18-year-old Mi-
chael Brown in Ferguson, Mo. 
was a call to action and offered 
a chance to protest what she 
views as a system of institution-
alized police brutality and racial 
prejudice.

“It’s our future, you know?” 
said Czekalla, who has attended 

five or six protests since Brown’s 
death in August. “And I don’t 
want my friends to get shot by 
someone who is supposed to be 
protecting them in the future.”     

Oakland has been one of the 
flashpoints of the Black Lives 
Matter Movement, and many 
Oakland Tech students have felt 
the need to act. Some have par-
ticipated in demonstrations, first 
in response to Brown’s killing 
and later to protest the St. Louis 
County Grand Jury’s decision 
not to indict police officer Dar-
ren Wilson for the shooting. 

“I do not agree with the 

failure to indict Darren Wilson,” 
said Tech junior Aura Barerra. 
“I think it brings to light how 
much reform is needed for 
police in terms of racial bias and 
accountability.” 

Brown’s case isn’t the only 
injustice on protesters’ minds. 
Tamir Rice, a black 12-year-old 
child, was shot and killed by 
Cleveland police officer Timothy 
Loehmann in Ohio a few days 
before the grand jury decision in 
Ferguson.

And for Oakland students 
there is a death closer to home. 
Raheim Brown was shot by po-
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Dates to 
Remember

December 22-January 2 - Winter 
Recess

January 14 - Minimum Day

January 19 - Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Day

January 21 - Minimum Day

January 30 - Staff Development 
Day (no school)

News
By Sierra Warrick
Looking for a position as a volunteer 

or paid employee to add to your college 
application or work resume? Interest-
ed in teaching or in providing support 
for middle school students in the area? 
Breakthrough Oakland may be some-
thing worth looking into. 

The Breakthrough Collaborative 
works with students and teachers in 
cities all across the nation. At first es-
tablished as a summer bridge program, 
Breakthrough is only now beginning to 
branch out into providing after school 
tutoring for middle schoolers who par-
ticipated in the summer course.

This is where Tech students come in. 
After all, the whole idea of Breakthrough 
is to provide an environment where 
students can teach students – an envi-
ronment which will be a positive study 
experience for the middle schoolers 
involved as well as a leadership oppor-
tunity for interested high school and 
college-age individuals.

Some Tech students have already 
participated as tutors with Breakthrough 
Oakland during the fall session. When 
asked to explain what it was that she 
liked the most about Breakthrough, 
Tara, a Tech senior, said, “My favorite 
part about Breakthrough is how orga-
nized it is. They make it so that every 
student gets the help they need in the 
small amount of time we spend with 
them.”

According to their website, the Break-
through Collaborative was founded in 
1978 in San Francisco. Their central 
mission is to “increase academic oppor-
tunity for highly motivated, underserved 

students and put them on the trajectory 
of a successful college path” as well as to 
“inspire and develop the next generation 
of teachers and educational leaders.”

Breakthrough Oakland tutors work 
in three middle schools around the city: 
Montera, Edna Brewer, and Claremont. 
Upon acceptance into the program, 
tutors are asked to choose which school 
they would like to teach at. They then go 
to that school once every week (exclud-
ing holidays) from around 4:00 in the 
afternoon to 6:00 in the evening. During 
that time, tutors work with Break-
through middle schoolers, usually in 
groups of four to six students per tutor, 
helping them with their homework, fa-
cilitating study sessions, and answering 
questions when needed.

If you are interested in working as a 
Breakthrough Oakland tutor during the 
spring session, you need only apply. 

According to the Breakthrough 
website, tutors are expected primarily to 
encourage good study habits, to always 
exude a positive and professional atti-
tude, and to promote a college-bound 
culture. The spring session will run from 
February to May, though there will be 
at least one mandatory tutor training 
course on a weekend prior to the start of 
the actual program.

According to one Breakthrough 
teacher quoted on the website, “ There is 
a sense of creating new opportunities for 
students and a context for connecting 
with people. I saw first-hand the gains 
that all students make when they’re 
engaged and the importance of building 
celebratory cultures of learning. Break-
through puts complete trust and faith 
in young people, the teachers as well as 
students. It says, ‘Everyone can!’”

Program Gives Tech Students Jobs

 
     Sports 
Calendar 

December 18 - Boys Varsity 
Soccer at St. Mary’s [Varsity B 

4:30, A 6:00]

December 20 - Boys Varsity 
Soccer at El Cerrito [Varsity B 

12:00, A 2:00]

January 3 - Ice Hockey Ice 
Dogs vs. South Bay Eagles 

[4:45]

January 6 - Girls Soccer 
Jamboree [All day]

January 8 - Girls Soccer at 
Skyline [3:30], Boys Varsity A 

Soccer vs. Skyline [4:30]

January 13 - Girls Soccer vs. 
McClymonds [3:30], Boys

 Varsity Soccer A at 
McClymonds [4:30]

January 15 - Girls Soccer 
vs. Castlemont [3:30], Boys 

Varsity Soccer A at Castlemont 
[4:30]

January 17 - Boys Varsity 
Soccer at El Cerrito [Varsity B 

12:00, A 2:00]

FROM THE WEB 
Last month, we asked

readers in an online poll: 

Should Oakland have a 1-cent-
per-ounce tax on sodas?

29% said: Yes 

14% said: No

29% said: Yes, but the tax should 
be on all sugar-sweetened bever-

ages, not just sodas

28% said: Yes, but it should be an 
even higher tax.

Visit
oaklandtechscribe.com

now to vote in our latest poll:

 How many college
 applications is the right 

number?

                             Photo Courtesy of http://www.breakthroughcollaborative.org  

By Nico Hall
As the dust from the 2014 mayoral 

race settles, Oakland is set to have a new 
leader come January. With 63.2% of 
the vote after rank choice organization, 
Oakland native Libby Schaaf has unseat-
ed Jean Quan as Oakland’s new mayor. 
With such a commanding proportion of 
the vote, it is clear that Oaklanders want 
change, and they want Schaaf to bring it 
about. While she faces many challenges 
ahead, Schaaf is eager to take office.

Libby Schaaf was born and raised 
in Oakland, and is a graduate of Sky-
line High School. After a brief career 
in law, she helped build and operate a 
program called VIPS (Volunteers in 
Public Schools), which hired hundreds 
of volunteers to work as classroom assis-
tants. Schaaf began her political career as 
Chief of Staff to City Council President 
Ignacio De La Fuente. She later became a 
top aide to Jerry Brown when he served 
as mayor. She has also served as Public 
Affairs Director for the Port of Oakland 
and was on the City Council for District 
4, which includes the Dimond, Mont-
clair, and Redwood Heights neighbor-
hoods. While serving in the city gov-
ernment, Schaaf helped push through 
measures that tackled issues such as an 

understaffed police force and small busi-
nesses in need of loans.

Schaaf ’s campaign platform consist-
ed of three major components: crime 
prevention, improvements in education, 
and economic revitalization. The main 
thrust of Schaaf ’s crime prevention plan 
is the implementation of community 
policing in Oakland. Schaaf wants police 
officers to be active and involved mem-
bers of the communities they protect, 
and plans to “work relentlessly” with 
police and community centers to foster 
a friendly relationship between the two. 
She also plans to expand the police force, 
increase the amount of civilian office 
staff in the police department, and build 
a more responsive 911 system.

In education, Schaaf wants to pur-
sue expanded opportunities and higher 
achievement for Oakland students. She 
plans to accomplish this by encouraging 
regular attendance, providing various 
pathways to college and careers (includ-
ing internships at City Hall), and reach-
ing out to various branches of Oakland’s 
government to promote youth literacy. 
For schools themselves, Schaaf will 
advocate increased data sharing between 
OUSD and student-focused agencies in 
Oakland, encourage the use of technolo-

gy in school as a path to more personal-
ized learning, and work to provide more 
affordable housing for Oakland teachers. 

Finally, Schaaf plans to encourage the 
growth of Oakland’s small businesses 
by reducing bureaucratic red tape and 
marketing Oakland as an attractive place 
to start a business. However, Schaaf 
also wants to tackle Oakland’s growing 
gentrification problem by helping new, 
affordable housing get built and by rais-
ing the city’s minimum wage.

Schaaf has been received well in 
Oakland. During her campaign, she 
earned endorsements from many promi-
nent Oakland community members and 
organizations, including the Oakland 
Tribune and The East Bay Express, as 
well as Governor Jerry Brown. Many 
Tech students worked for her campaign 
as part of a civic engagement project. 
Megan Phuong, who worked for over 40 
hours as an intern for Schaaf, had this to 
say: “I think Libby is going to be a great 
mayor. I spent a lot of time on her cam-
paign because I believed that she had 
many great qualifications and being an 
Oakland native was also a plus. I’m really 
hoping she brings some great things to 
Oakland while she’s in office.”

Who Is Libby Schaaf?
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The Perils of Teen Fame

 

By Coby Muchin
Since July 31st, 2014, many 
eyebrows have been raised 

due to the club-changing moves 
that Billy Beane, the Oakland A’s 
General Manager has made. 

It all began with the trading of 
former A’s slugger, Cuban out-
fielder Yoenis Cespedes. Last year, 
the A’s were a possible contender 
for the World Series due to the 
six All Stars in their lineup. On 
July 31st, Beane traded Cepsedes 
to the Red Sox for Jon Lester, a 
pitcher who just finished one of 
the best years of his career. Beane 
claimed he did this move to solid-
ify the already amazing pitching 
staff. Although he was trading his 
best hitter, he believed that the 
Oakland A’s lineup was just as 
risky without Cespedes. Unfor-
tunately, it seems he was wrong. 
A’s sluggers Josh Donaldson, 
Brandon Moss and Derek Norris 
all fell into major slumps, causing 
the A’s to lose their 1st place spot 
to the Los Angeles Angels, forcing 
them into the deadly Wild Card 
game. Due to a bad outing from 
Jon Letser (who Beane had been 
relying on for supposed pitching 
dominance) and poor A’s relief 
pitching, the A’s lost the game. 
Critics’ suspicions were con-
firmed, Lester couldn’t carry the 
A’s to the World Series and the A’s 
offense was nothing compared to 
what it was when they had Ces-
pedes. After the season was over, 
Beane made several more contro-
versial moves, dismantling the A’s 
roster in a matter of weeks. On 
Nov. 29 Beane traded. 

All Star 3rd baseman Josh 
Donaldson to the Blue Jays, for 
3rd basemen Brett Lawrie and 
3 prospects. On December 8th 
Beane traded A’s slugger Brandon 
Moss to the Indians for minor 
league second baseman, Joe Wen-
dell. On Dec. 10, Beane traded 
All Star Jeff Samardizja to the 
White Sox for shortstop Marcus 
Seiman. These moves can be 
looked at many different ways. To 
the naked eye, fans see that Beane 
has traded 4 of the 6 A’s All Stars 
since July 31st, destroying the A’s 
lineup and forcing them to re-
build. But, when we look deeper, 
Beane has acquired 5 great pros-
pects and a future Major League 
star in Brett Lawrie. Although the 
A’s lineup will not look great on 
paper, in the coming years these 
five prospects and the already 
amazing pitching rotation could 
make the A’s the world series 
bound team it was supposed to 
be last year. Will Beane make 
more moves? Will the prospects 
become what they are expected to 
become? Only time will tell if Bil-
ly Beane is a genius or a lunatic.

Club Spotlight: Acrobatics
By Sierra Warrick 
The Acrobatics Club is one of the 

most little-known groups at Tech, 
though what it lacks in name recogni-
tion it certainly makes up for in unique-
ness. Of the more than two thousand 
students at Oakland Tech, fewer than 
a dozen would consider themselves 
to be regular participants in the club, 
and even those students who might be 
interested in learning the skills taught at 
Acrobatics likely do not know that the 
club exists, let alone where and when it 
meets.

Yet in spite of its obscurity, the Ac-
robatics Club persists and even thrives. 
Taught by Oakland Tech drama teach-
er Ms. Dallas, Acrobatics meets every 
Tuesday and Thursday after school on 
the auditorium stage from 3:40 in the 
afternoon to 6:30 in the evening. Stu-
dents are encouraged to stay for the 
entirety of the practice session, but 
this is not a requirement, as students’ 
schedules are often hectic and crowded 
and Acrobatics is a voluntary activity. It 
is, first and foremost, a club for people 
who want to be there.

So what does an Acrobatics ses-
sion look like? Well, before any kind 
of tumbling or acrobatics training can 
take place, students engage in a vigor-
ous warm-up and stretching session. 
This entails high energy activities such 
as jumping jacks, as well as careful, 
intentional stretching and coordination 
exercises, like measured high kicks and 
arm circle pliés. The rest of the time in 
Acrobatics Club is devoted to training 
and practice. Students work on im

proving their headstands, hand-
stands, cartwheels, backbends, rolls, 
and so on. Time is also spent doing 
partner work, which requires a lot of 
trust since participants stand, lean, and 
balance on one another in intricate and 
impressive multi-person stances.

Senior Jessica Nguyen said she 
joined Acrobatics club because  “on the 
board in Ms. Dallas’ class someone 

                                         Photo by Sierra Warrick
had written in purple marker ‘Acro is                                                                         

awesome!’ and I asked her about it. She 
told me I should come try it out, and 

so I did. I loved it, and I’ve been 
going ever since.”

Acrobatics students range in grade, 
skill level, and amount of prior training. 
In the end, however, none of that really 
matters. All who are willing to try are 
welcome.

By E’Niyah Wilson
He’s in your twitter feed, he’s on your 

instagram, he’s the person you envy be-
cause he can get more girls than you, and 
to top it all off: he works at the checkout 
register in your local Target.

Just when you thought you couldn’t 
hear enough about the guy, you learn that 
he’s been offered numerous modeling 
contracts, acting roles, advertising deals 
and sponsorships within days of gaining 
fame. You finally reach your boiling point 
and decide to quell that anger by looking 
him up online, but instead of getting sat-
isfactory results, you are bombarded with 
fan accounts of the glaring red Target 
logos and the increasingly well-known 
dirty blonde hair and blue-eyed sixteen 
year old. But who is he exactly?

He is: Alex from Target!
That is, he is a teenage boy from Texas 

named Alex who works at his local Tar-
get. The blonde-hair blue eyed dreamboat 
claims he is your “run-of-the-mill” teen-
ager, yet his rise to fame was not through 
typical methods—no, he did not make a 
viral YouTube video and no, he did not 
star in the Hunger Games or Twilight.  
But he received fame in fewer than fifteen 
minutes simply because of his good looks. 
In 24 hours, he went from 144 followers 
on Twitter, to 300,000.And   he became 
famous without even knowing it.

The craziness started around late Oc-

tober when Twitter user @auscalum post-
ed a side shot of the young bagger with 
the blaring caption: “YOOOOOOOO”.

In just minutes, Twitter was swarmed 
with retweets, memes, parodies, and 
trending #AlexFromTarget on social me-
dia. Girls all over the world were swoon-
ing over Alex, claiming him as if he were 
their property. Without knowing it, Alex 
had become an internet celebrity and had 
already gained more than a couple thou-
sand girls proposing marriage to him. 

It was Alex’s Target manager who 
eventually informed him of his newfound 
fame.

However, he was not seeking fame. In-
stead, it sought him. In fact, Alex is not as 
over the top as some make him seem. He 
is actually just your average teenage boy: 
he went to a local high school, played 
soccer, and had a girlfriend.

Alex’s rise to fame has not been com-
pletely sweet however. He has received 
death threats and his family has had con-
fidential information, such as social secu-
rity and bank account numbers, leaked.

Senior, Elise Buser believes that in-
stantaneous fame is more dangerous now 

than ever before. In an interview, she 
stated the hazardous factors of valuing 
only looks in people.  “When you value 
yourself only because of something so 

shallow and unstable- because appearanc-
es change- you won’t really be happy with 

yourself.” 

A screenshot of an image of Alex Lee 
posted on twitter

Some have also pointed to the side-ef-
fects of achieving internet fame solely 

based on looks. Some, like Tech Senior 
Tselmeg, believes that instantaneous fame 
promotes a negative boost of self-esteem, 

especially among teenagers.
As teenagers in a world dominated by 

images and first-impressions, we should 
all heed this advice: fame should never be 
based solely on looks. 

A’s Make
Risky Move
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Arts and Entertainment

By Xander Garretson 
 A crazy, nervous, anxious energy 
boils through “Birdman”, Alejandro 
González Iñárritu’s latest film, and 
it only seems to increase as the film 
continues. Single-take-style cam-
erawork, fantastic drums-only score 
by Antonio Sanchez, dark comedic 
themes, and the anxiety-ridden char-
acters all drive the non-stop rhythm 
of the film. 

At times, this gives the impression 
that like the stage play depicted in 
the film, the movie is being made as 
you watch it. It is a testament to Iñár-
ritu’s veteran talent, as both a writer 
and director, that “Birdman” is still as 
carefully crafted and brilliant as it is, 
while at the same time looking like a 
train wreck in motion.

“Birdman” depicts Michael Kea-
ton in the role of Riggan Thom-
son, an actor washed up after three 
blockbuster superhero movies. He 
attempts to become a true artist 
through directing, writing, produc-
ing and starring in a Broadway adap-
tion of Raymond Carver’s “What We 
Talk About When We Talk About 
Love.” 

But it quickly becomes clear that 
public admiration and fame are more 
on his mind. A voice in Riggan’s head 
(a manifestation of his own desires) 
urges him to end the production and 
return to Hollywood. This internal 
conflict continues throughout the 
film and generates more schizo-
phrenic images in Riggan’s mind as 

the show goes on.
In one early scene in the mov-

ie Riggan rolls his eyes at another 
actor’s embarrassingly bad perfor-
mance. A pan falls onto said actor’s 
head from on high and Riggan 
reveals that he had set the pan up 
on purpose. This sequence demon-
strates perfectly both the constant 
pace “Birdman” moves at and the 
dark comedy it effectively pulls off 
throughout its running time. As 
much as Iñárritu lambasts action 
movies, the film’s instantaneous, “ac-
tion”-y pace is the source of a great 
deal of “Birdman”’s appeal.

The success of this pace owes itself 
as much to Iñárritu’s direction as it 
does to fantastic acting from the cast. 
Keaton’s performance as Riggan 

particularly shines as the focus 
of the film; he manages to grapple 
with the internal conflicts of a fame-
starved wash-up and enter into 
moments of manic insanity while 
gaining a surprising amount of em-
pathy. 

Edward Norton co-stars as Mike 
Shiner, a professional Broadway actor 
and burnout who only feels alive 
on the stage; his interactions with 
Riggan (Keaton) make the archetypal 
conflict of the starving, self-sacrific-
ing artist versus the attention-seek-
ing celebrity sparkling and engaging. 
Norton’s dialogues with Riggan’s 
daughter, Sam, played by Emma 
Stone, create wonderful scenes with 
less manic energy and more quiet fo-
cus on character study. Emma Stone 

is just one of the supporting cast 
members to give an outstanding 
performance; Zack Galifinakis, Amy 
Ryan, Andrea Riseborough, and 
Merritt Wever all show considerable 
talent in giving life to their respective 
characters.

“Birdman” tackles a breadth of 
subject matter within its running 
time — fame, love, self-respect, 
honesty, sacrifice, suicide, and what 
defines and motivates art. Juggling 
these themes at a breakneck pace 
could have made “Birdman” preten-
tious, muddled and unfocused. 
However, the talent evident in 
“Birdman”’s writing, dark humor, 
performances and expert direction 
lets it remain confident, charismatic 
and engaging throughout.

Birdman Delivers Exciting Flight

Photo courtesy of Fox

By Sophia Taylor
With winter break approach-

ing, it is a great time to start a new 
TV project! Greg Daniels and 
Michael Schur’s political sitcom, 
Parks and Recreation, is the per-
fect choice. Set in the parks and 
recreation department of Pawnee, 
a fictional small American town 
in Indiana, the show’s mockumen-
tary filming style greatly resem-
bles that of the “Office”. Centered 
around the endeavors of Leslie 
Knope (Amy Poehler), a relentlessly 
optimistic government employee 
whose goal in life is to follow in 
the footsteps of countless powerful 
women before her, Parks and Rec-
reation follows its characters as they 
hilariously attempt to navigate the 
bureaucracy of state governments. 
With a unique group of characters, 
such as Ron Swanson (Nick Offer-
man), a government employee who 
is unabashedly anti-government, 
and the shallow yet loveable Tom 
Haverford (Aziz Ansari), the show 
successfully transforms mundane 
situations into comedic gold.

Photo Courtesy of the National 
Broadcasting Company (NBC)

The following is Ron Swanson’s  
take on charity.

(Season 2, Episode 22: “Tele-
thon”)

Ron:  I’m not big on charities. 
Give a man a fish and you feed him 
for a day. Don’t teach a man to fish, 
and you feed yourself. He’s a grown 
man. Fishing’s not that hard.

Packed with jokes and referenc-
es, Parks and Recreation is a won-
derful show that takes an interesting 
perspective on state government 
that is at times both entertaining 
and thought provoking. All 6 sea-
sons can be found on Netflix!

Binge Watchers: Parks and Recreation

By Nico Hall 
 The Banner Saga is a sweeping 
and poignant tale, with an intriguing and 
tactical combat system and an emphasis 
on player choice. 

One could call it “an emotional Vi-
king-themed mix between chess and the 
“Oregon Trail,” but that feels inadequate. 
In The Banner Saga, you aren’t a hero 
or an adventurer out on a quest to save 
the world. You are instead the leader of 
a band of beleaguered refugees, cobbled 
together as they flee their homes. The gods 
died long ago and now even the sun has 
stopped suddenly in the sky. The Dredge 
-- a race of vicious and implacable stone 
giants -- swarm south, destroying and 
looting along the way.

The gameplay consists of two parts. 
The first occurs while traveling in your 
caravan, where you must manage your 
supplies and the morale of your follow-
ers while tackling dilemmas that occur 
randomly during your travels. But when 
combat starts, you take a small group of 
characters and fight in turn-based battles. 
Your characters have different abilities, 
and their stats and gear can be improved 
as you gain Renown, a combination of 
experience points and currency.

The game’s enchanting art style blends 

Norse aesthetics with 2D animation that is 
inspired by old Disney films. The result is 
a wealth of beautiful, sweeping landscapes 
and captivating, yet minimal, character 
models. The soundtrack is also excep-
tional. It provides a variety of epic Viking 
hymns; some bloodthirsty and invigorat-
ing, others heartfelt and tragic.

The story alternates between two 
main characters, Hakon and Rook, both 
forced suddenly to lead their respective 
caravans. The two caravans host a variety 
of compelling and complex characters, 
and both men have difficult dilemmas to 
face. The Banner Saga presents the player 
with a multitude of challenging and often 
heartbreaking decisions. And no matter 
what choices you make, members of your 
caravan will die. However, your choices 
are never futile, as they often seem wise at 
the outset, but end up having unexpected 
results. Rather than futility, The Banner 
Saga conveys a deeply moving sense of 
the fragility of human life. You and the 
refugees who follow you have come to the 
end of all things, and not everyone can be 
saved.

The Banner Saga is available on PC, 
iOS, and Android. It’s sequel is set to launch 
in 2015.

Phtoto Courtesy of Fox Searchlight 

The Banner Saga: Choice, 
Heartbreak and Vikings



DE C E M B E R  2 0 1 4 PAG E  5

Holidays
5 Things To Do Over Winter Break

Four Christmas Movies to Help Pass Winter Break

 

 by Jessica Gagliardi 
 It’s almost time for Winter 
Break: two weeks of eggnog lattes, 
sleeping in, decorations in store win-
dows and on the street, awkward fami-
ly gatherings, KOIT’s nonstop Christ-
mas carols, and of course… watching 
lots and lots of holiday movies! To get 
you started on your holiday movie 
binge, here are five favorite holiday 
movies that Tech students shared:

Elf:
People of all ages love this movie 

for its nonstop laughs, charm, and 
Will Ferrell as Buddy the Elf. Buddy, 
a human who was adopted and raised 
by Santa and his elves, travels to New 
York to find and save his father, who 
he learns is on the naughty list. In the 
process, Buddy makes friends, learns 
important lessons about himself and 
others, and of course, saves Christmas. 

Even though Elf came out 12 
years ago, it’s one that we all re-
turn to year after year as a staple 
of our holiday movie traditions.

Miracle on 34th Street:
This is one of the most heart-

warming Christmas movies of all 
time. In the 1947 version (don’t 
bother with either of the 1973 
or 1994 remakes), young Natalie 
Wood plays a little girl whose di-
vorced mother works for Macy’s 
and has told her that Santa Claus 
isn’t real. Then Kris Kringle, 
played by the eternally charming 
Edmund Gwenn, enters their 

lives as the man hired to play Santa 
Claus at the Macy’s store, and who 
also seems to believe himself to be the 
real Santa Claus. Their story twists 
and turns until it leaves you feeling 
warm and fuzzy inside and believing 
in Santa again too.  
A Charlie Brown Christmas:

In this holiday classic, good old 
Charlie Brown searches for the true 
meaning of Christmas in the face of 
all the commercialism that seems to 

have taken over the holiday season. 
The movie has all the things you love 
about Peanuts, and a message about 
the true meaning of Christmas that 
rings especially in today’s world of 
Black Friday sales on Thursday and 
icicle lights on sale at Costco in Octo-
ber. It also features the Vince Guaraldi 
Trio’s amazing jazz soundtrack, with 
one of the most recognizable Christ-
mas songs ever, Linus and Lucy. 

Nightmare Before Christmas:
Tim Burton’s stop-motion ani-

mated musical The Nightmare Be-
fore Christmas has really become a 
holiday classic in the years since its 
release in 1993. It tells the story of Jack 
Skellington, the mayor of Halloween 
Town, who accidentally finds a portal 
to Christmas Town. Jack falls in love 
with the holiday and decides to take 
over Christmas by kidnapping Santa 
and delivering his own toys to the 
world’s children, with some chaot-
ic but fun-to-watch results. Fans of 
the movie love it for its throwback 
stop-motion claymation and unortho-
dox take on Christmas. 

By Alice Blackorby
1.     Ice skating at the Oakland Ice 

Center
Where: The Oakland Ice Center, 519 

18th St
The Oakland Ice Center is open to the 

public most afternoons and evenings. 
Their holiday hours can be found on the 
Oakland Ice Center’s website. Skating is 
a great family outing and with their IDs, 
Tech students can get a discount. Since 
ice skating is a classic winter event, a visit 
to the ice rink is a “must” this season.

2.     Going out to see a movie
Where: The New Parkway, 474 24th St
The New Parkway shows a wide range 

of movies in an unconventional movie 
theater environment. Not only is there 
popcorn and soda, but they also serve 
great meals for one to enjoy in their 
comfortable chairs and couches. This 
quirky, fun theater shows holiday movies 
as well as classics and new releases.

3.     Going out to see the lights
Where: The Oakland Zoo, 9777 Golf 

Links Road
From 5:30-9:00 every evening from 

December 5th until January 4th, the 
Oakland Zoo will be showing their light 

show. With holiday lights and decora-
tions all around the zoo, the show is a 
wonderful holiday tradition that has 
been going on for years. For those at-
tending with families, there are also rides 
and activities for children. Admission is 
not expensive and the beautiful, intricate 
lights will get you into the holiday spirit!

4.     Caroling at Jack London
Where: Jack London Square
From December 8th to the 23rd the 

Oakland Symphony’s chorus group 
will be caroling in Jack London Square. 
Come enjoy the music and friendly holi-
day spirit. 

5.     Laser Show
Where: Chabot Space and Science 

Center, 1000 Skyline Blvd.
Each weekend for the entire month of 

December, the Chabot Space and Sci-
ence Center is holding their Laser Show. 
A variety of music is played while the 
spectacular laser light show takes place 
in the planetarium dome. The center 
holds many events every night, so it is 
well worth it to check out their site to see 
what they have coming up.

 Cranberry 
Coffee Cake 

Recipe
By Amarit Ubhi 

This recipe calls for some cranberry 
sauce which is convenient if you have 
any left over from Thanksgiving

1/2 cup Butter, softened 
2/3 cup Sugar 
1 Egg 
1 teaspoon Vanilla Extract

1+ 1/4 cups Flour
2 teaspoons Baking Powder
1/4 cup milk 

2 egg whites
vegetable cooking spray 

1 cup Cranberry Sauce
3 tablespoons Sugar

2 tablespoons Oats, uncooked
1 tablespoon Brown Sugar
3/4 teaspoon Allspice (OR 3/4 tea-

spoon ground cinnamon and a pinch 

of nutmeg)

Instructions 
>Preheat oven to 350° 
>Beat butter until creamy. Gradu-

ally add 2/3 cup sugar; beat well. Add 
egg and vanilla, beat until smooth.

>Combine flour and baking pow-
der; add to butter mixture alternately 
with milk. Begin and end with flour 
mixture. Mix after every addition. Set 
aside.

>Beat egg whites until stiff peaks 
form. Gently fold egg whites into 
batter. Spoon half of batter into an 8” 

square pan coated with cooking spray. 
Set aside.

>Combine cranberry sauce and 
sugar; spoon evenly over batter in 
baking pan. Spoon remaining half of 
batter over cranberry mixture.

>Combine oats, brown sugar, and 
allspice. Sprinkle oat mixture evenly 
over batter

>Bake in oven for 45-50 minutes, 
or until a toothpick inserted in center 
comes out clean. Cool before serving.

Photo by Rosa Gutierrez
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By Anna Rosenfeld
“Giving back to the community” 

is a phrase commonly used, perhaps 
so used that it becomes hard to 
grasp. The elementary school men-
toring program at Tech is a won-
derful example of the true meaning 
of giving back to our community. 
Every day, Oakland Tech students 
go to Emerson and Piedmont Ele-
mentary to volunteer as mentors in 
classrooms.

Eight years ago, Mr. Debro, a 
beloved special education teach-
er, started the mentoring pro-
gram to help students get needed 
credits and, more importantly, to 
help them feel that “they can be 
successful” out in the real world. 
Mr. Debro feels it’s important for 
students, especially for special 
education students, to feel capable 
and needed. So he started talking to 
the teachers at our neighborhood 
elementary schools, and a partner-
ship was born.

In the beginning, volunteering 
only took place after school with 
three or four Tech students. Last 
year, there were 50 working during 
and after school! Teachers at the 
schools have expressed gratitude for 
the program, especially in the last 
three years, according to Mr. Debro. 

Participants in the mentoring 
program volunteer in the same 
classroom for one period each day. 
Responsibilities might include 
helping to grade assignments, 

decorating the class bulletin boards, 
walking around and providing one-
on-one help, and comforting upset 
children.

 Classroom experiences are often 
very meaningful as Tech students 
form relationships with the elemen-
tary schoolers, many of whom will 
be Bulldogs themselves one day. 
This “generation-to-generation” 
aspect of the program is especially 
important. As Mr. Debro said, “it’s 
nice to know those kids will be Tech 
kids.” As Tech students work in the 
classroom, they know that they are 
helping the next generation of Bull-
dogs succeed. 

Volunteers get a lot out of their 
experiences with the children. 
Oakland Tech senior Devon Parker, 
who works with autistic students, 
said, “Along with teaching them, 
they also teach me. It fascinates me 
how much they enjoy li 

                         Photo by Emily Percy
and how they are so happy all 

of the time.” Devon also added that 
“this has truly been enlightening 
and a great experience.” Another 
participant noted that seeing her 
students is her favorite part of the 
school day.

When asked about the impor-
tance of the program, Mr. Debro 
responded, “I would think it’s some-
thing people would want to do, to 
help.” Since many Tech students 
attended these same elementary 
schools and since these schools are 
so close to Tech, this is truly a way 
to give back to one’s community. 
Helping children succeed in the 
early grades is crucial to their future 
success, and we as Tech students are 
fortunate to have the opportunity to 
be part of that important work. 

By Matthew Murphy
 While many were inside, keeping warm 

and dry on a cold and rainy day, the Oakland 
Tech Cross Country Team was getting soaked 
running in the Oakland Section Cross Coun-
try Championships on Wednesday, November 
19th.  Held in Oakland’s scenic Joaquin Miller 
Park, Tech raced against not only their OAL 
opponents, but also against a number of charter 
schools from the BACSAC league, all fighting 
for a chance to run in the state meet in Fres-
no. The Joaquin Miller course is said to be one 
of the most difficult in Northern California, a 
5-kilometer race through the steep redwood 
hills.  The first race, Varsity Boys, went off at 
1:30 just as the rain began. This race was up 
in the air from the beginning to the very end. 
The team lost their only practice race with 
their main rival Skyline High . Finally, it was 
announced that Tech had won a surprising 
victory over Skyline, by just a single point!  At 
2:10 the Varsity Girls race began, and the rain 
was now a heavy downpour.  The team finished 
a strong second, but had the top runner in the 
event, Tech sophomore Johanna Ross. Finally, 
at 3:00, the Junior Varsity race was set off. Tech 
JV swept the first eight spots of the race in an 
overwhelming victory. As a whole, seventeen 
personal records were broken as Tech demon-
strated a strong showing in each race. Varsity 
runner Trevor Harrison credits much of the 
team’s success to its new coach, David Mur-
phy,“Coach was always there for us and was a 
constant, positive presence.” With such a strong 
showing this year, it will be exciting to see what 
the team can achieve next year. 

Cross 
Country 

Pulls
 Surprising 

Victory

Photo By Peter Trueblood

Mentorship Program Allows 
Students Chance to Feel Needed

sewer into a lake. 
The areas surrounding Lake 

Merritt have changed significantly 
in the last century, but some his-
toric creations remain. The Cam-
eron-Stanford house, one of the 
many stately Victorian homes that 
once ringed the lake, is now a mu-
seum and a historical landmark. 
The Lake Chalet restaurant was 
originally built in 1909 as a pump 
house to supply firefighters with 
a dependable source of water. The 
Necklace of Lights, a string of over 
4,000 lights surrounding the lake, 
was added in 1925. During World 
War II, the lights were extin-
guished so the landmark wouldn’t 
be visible to enemy planes and 

ships at night. The lights remained 
dark for decades before they were 
finally relit in 1985. And Children’s 
Fairyland, America’s first theme 
park, was built on the shores of 
Lake Merritt in 1950. In fact, Dis-
neyland was inspired by Fairyland 
after Walt Disney’s visit in the early 
1950s.

According to a little-known 
legend, over a hundred years ago a 
man claimed that two San Quentin 
convicts gave him a treasure map 
leading to buried riches near the 
lake. He asked the Park Board for 
permission to look for the loot, but 
for reasons unknown, left the area 
before the search could begin. The 
treasure was never found. 

In 2001 the city comissioned 
a study called the Lake Merritt 
Master Plan to examine the water 
quality and attempt to prevent the 
increasing encroachment of road 
on to the lake. In November of 
2002 a ballot measure called DD 
was passed to put $198 million 
dollars of city funds into improv-
ing water quality and renovate 
parks. This measure gave Oak-
landers the Lake Merritt they see 
today. The project restored wet-
lands and creeks and added bike 
paths to the surrounding paths. It 
will also one day connect the lake 
to the bay. In 2015 the city will put 
its final touches on to the “Jewel of 
Oakland.” 

Lake Merritt Full of Surprises

(continued from page 1)

Team Captain Mathew Murphy leads the 
Tech Crosscountry Team to victory in the 

OAL Championship

Photo By Antigone Micheals 
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Advice from the Column of Finite Knowledge

1) “Dear Column of Finite 
Knowledge, 

I’m having a problem with my 
school not allowing us to wear flip 
flops. They say that it’s ‘too out in the 
open,’ but what is the open? I want 
your advice on this on how I can 
protest against this.”

-Stuck at an uptight school

Dear Stuck at an Uptight School,
In a world in which the right to 

wear incredibly comfortable shoes 
is revoked for clearly no real rea-
son, the only option is to stage civil 
disobedience against this cruel shoe 
authority. I recommend assembling 
your friends, and a few teachers 
(because you can expel a student but 
not fire a teacher in this state) and 
protest this unfair rule by walking 
out of school (in your most com-
fortable, open foot attire, of course). 
Birkenstock shall be the chant of this 
protest, as it makes a nice sound-
ing chant. [Note: the Scribe is not 
endorsed by Birkenstock as clearly 
shown by the Scribe’s lack of color.] 
If the school capitulates, then you 
have succeeded. If the school doesn’t 
give in, transfer, because no respect-
able institution refuses to allow com-
fy shoes on campus. Good Luck,

The Column of Finite Knowledge  
   
2) “Dear Column of Finite 

Knowledge, 
I hate the Common core system 

that the education uses. We don’t 

learn anything! It’s all test-based, and 
we learn to cheat or just try to get 
high scores without knowing what 
we’re doing. What do you recom-
mend to do to make my situation 
better?”

- A Frustrated Student

Dear Frustrated Student,
Yes, unfortunately too much of 

education is focused on assessment, 
especially in AP classes where the 
main focus is the big AP test rath-

er than learning and appreciating 
the insane amount of knowledge 
absorbed over the course of the 
year. While unfortunately I can’t 
provide you any remedy inside the 
classroom, I can however suggest a 
number of solutions. Youtube, Khan 
Academy, and many colleges pro-
vide online video lectures on every 
single subject ever conceived. There 
are also other options for students 
who prefer classroom environments. 
Community colleges provide free/ 

cheap courses that can be used for 
high school credit. To add to your 
potential bliss, there aren’t any silly 
district assessment tests! Last but 
not least, there is always the library. 
Books are plentiful and wonderful 
sources of knowledge and can be 
accessed for free at your local library. 

I hope you escape the dark bowels 
of constant assessment, good luck 
with your endeavors for knowledge,

The Column of Finite Knowledge 

        Comic By E’Niyah Wilson

 By Meta Austin
 Tech has been around for 100 

years now, and among the many 
stories held by its marble walls 
is that of Nancy Dutcher, who 
graduated in 1953 and was in fact 
the features editor for The Scribe 
during her years in high school. 
She and her friends were pas-
sionate about Tech; at one point 
they even attempted to repaint 
the school when the old coat was 
flaking to the ground. 61 years lat-
er, those friends are still in touch. 
Five of them even meet up every 
year or two to catch up. Recently, 
Nancy shared the centennial book 
with them, and sitting in her living 
room in Oakland last week, she 
read the book cover to cover and 
smiled as she talked about her 
years at Tech.

The highlights of her time at 
Tech, it seems, were the array of 
extracurriculars she was a part of: 
cheerleading, dancing, writing and 

editing for The Scribe, and par-
ticipating in a program called the 
Delphians that was for girls with 
high test scores. “And I love, love, 
loved the school dances,” she said. 
In her senior year, Nancy’s boy-
friend Bill was the head of their 
prom committee and the two of 
them filled the gym with stream-
ers and paper cherry blossoms to 
go with the “Japanese” theme that 
Bill had chosen. The night must 
have gone well, because Bill and 
Nancy are married now with two 
daughters who also went through 
the Oakland public school system. 
On top of prom, there were also 
swim meets, dance competitions, 
picnics, and lunches at Studio One 
-- Nancy seemed to have had a 
hand in all of them.

When asked if anyone from the 
class of 1953 had gone on to do 
anything notable, she told me that 
Ron Dellums, former mayor of 
Oakland, had been in 

                            
her history class and that she 

and John Brodie, a 49ers quarter-
back, knew each other in Tech’s 
halls.  

The class of 1953 was known 
for being an especially spirited 
class. Thinking back on her time at 
Tech, Nancy recalled that she and 

             Photo by Meta Austin 
her friends “often said it was 

the best time of our lives.” 

Alumna Recounts Years at Tech
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Tech Students Protest Against Police Brutality

tions ultimately adds more stress 
to the student’s life. Applying to 
more schools means more accep-
tance or rejection letters. Rejec-
tion letters are a clear source of 
stress for recipients, and receiving 
too many acceptance letters can 
cause stress as well. When faced 
with many acceptances, students 
must make the difficult decision of 
which school to attend.

Contrary to popular belief, 
more applications does not se-

cure better odds of acceptance. 
Students often sacrifice quality 
for quantity in the application 
process, which could hinder their 
chances of acceptance. Many 
applications require essays about 
the student’s reasons for wanting 
to go to that specific school, which 
necessitate extensive research. 
Schools also track “demonstrat-
ed interest,” which means going 
to college representative visits, 
taking tours of the college itself, 

or spending a night in a dorm 
room. This is why counselors rec-
ommend applying to six to eight 
colleges, with some reach schools, 
some safety schools, and a majori-
ty of “good fits.”

While applying to more schools 
may sound like an easy way to 
secure acceptance, these counsel-
ors say, carefully choosing fewer 
schools may prove to be more 
beneficial.

(Continued from Page 1)

(Continued from Page 1)
How Many Colleges Do You Really Need To Apply To?

lice officers in 2011 near Skyline High 
School by Oakland School Police 
after he allegedly tried to stab anoth-
er police officer with a screw driver. 
Raheim Brown’s family won $995,000 
in damages from Oakland Unified 
School District but no charges were 
ever brought against the officer. 

Tech students participated in a 
OUSD wide rally to protest his death 
and the treatment of African Amer-
icans by the justice system through-
out the country on Dec. 15. Over 
a hundred Tech students walked 
out of school after 5th period and 
marched to MacArthur bart hold-
ing signs and chanting. When they 
found that Fruitvale Bart had already 
been closed from protests, the group 
disperesed. Some traveled on the bus 
to meet other OUSD protesters at 
Fruitvale while others staged a die in 
on the ground of MacArthur Bart.

Students had also planned a die-in 
to occur outside the school on Dec. 
9 but principal Staci Ross-Morrison 
canceled it without explanation. She 
could not be reached to comment for 
this story. 

Over the past few weeks protests 
have erupted around the city of Oak-
land, bringing hundreds,sometimes 
thousands, into the streets. On Nov. 
24 a largely peaceful mob, shut down 
I-580 between Lakeshore and Park in 
response to the grand jury decision. 
The protesters struck up a call and 
response chant of “Hands up, don’t 
shoot!”—a reminder of officer Wil-
son’s fatal action— and thrust signs 
into the air with powerful statements 
such as “Black lives matter!” and “I 
am not a target!” Many cars that were 
backed up on the highway began 
honking their horns in sync with the 

chants — now a sounding call for the 
movement.

Another outburst occurred on 
Nov. 28 when activists shut down 
BART. East- and westbound trains 
at the West Oakland BART station 
ground to a halt as the protesters 
chained themselves to each other and 
arriving trains, all the while chanting 
the movement’s chorus, “Hands up, 
don’t shoot!”

BART Spokeswoman Alicia Trost 
commented, “The action led to major 
delays, but they did get their point 
across.”

The counterpart to this display 
occurred in Union Square in San 
Francisco. A hostile group converged 
on the popular shopping area, shout-
ing and flinging bottles at police 
and passersby. “F---the police” was 
spray painted on a building. Among 
the many peaceful protesters, some 
anarchists and looters have joined 
the protests to take advantage of the 
chaos. 

Many Tech students support the 
demonstrations. “Protesters have 
every right to peacefully assemble 
and protest is needed to raise aware-
ness and action about cases like Mike 
Brown’s that are tragically common,” 
Aura said.

But some students are concerned 
about the violence and looting that 
have accompanied the political ac-
tions.

“I think protesters should protest 
in peace,” said Gustavo Rodriguez, 
an Oakland Tech junior. “Honestly, 
the way people have been protesting, 
causing chaos and mischief — they’re 
just making themselves look bad.”

Some protesters have tried to pre-
vent the demonstrations from turn

ing into riots. “It’s usually only a 
few people that turn violent,” Cze-
kalla said. “And a larger amount of 
people try to stop them, move bar-
ricades out of the way again and put 
fires out.” 

However some students see 
possible solutions in the foreseeable 
future: cameras on police uniforms, a 

more diverse police forces, more 
police involvement in local commni-
ties and greater tolerance overall.

 “I don’t think it’ll ever end, as 
long as we keep stereotyping and 
downtalking each other and other 
races,” Rodriguez predicted. “As long 
as this is still happening, there will 
always be these incidents of racism 
and discrimination.”

Oakland has become a flashpoint for the black lives matter movement

Many Students feel like they have to apply to as 
many schools as possible to ensure their acceptance in 

one.

Photo by John Oberholzer
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