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Expensive Copper Wire 
Stolen From Tech Portables

By Matthew Murphy
As Oakland Tech seniors gear up towards graduat-

ing, many seniors and their families are questioning 
this year’s graduation venue.

 Since 2006, Tech seniors have received their diplo-
mas at the historic Paramount Theater, but for most of 
Tech’s history, seniors graduated on the Tech field.   
     As the graduating classes at Tech get bigger, there is 
less room for student’s families, with this year’s seniors 
only receiving 5 tickets for their family. While there 
are ticket exchanges in place, where students who do 
not use all of their tickets give them to students with 
larger families, many feel Tech simply needs a bigger 
venue.

Oakland Tech senior Omar Abdul agrees, “Grad-
uation is a really big deal for a lot of families, and to 
limit the amount of people isn’t fair to the student.” 
Abdul sides with many of his peers that the Oakland 
Tech field is the ideal place to graduate, as it is con-
veniently located and can accommodate many more 
than the Paramount.

Senior Kahlil Middleton echoes that statement and 
adds, “as the [centennial] class, it would be fitting to 
graduate from where it all began, and where for years 
Tech has graduated from.” Ms Pines, the Oakland 
Tech Ceramics teacher concurs with this sentiment, 
feeling that the one hundredth class “should honor the 
tradition of graduating on the field.”

 But for many in the administration, including 
Principal Staci-Ross Morrison, the field just flatly does 
not work, citing security issues and the lack of gran-
deur. While Ms. Morrison is open to other venues, 
“the field simply does not work for me.” 

Graduation 
Venues Create 

Division at Tech 

Planned Bike Cage to Offer Greater Security
By Trevor Harrison
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Colin Weld, a Tech junior, forgot to secure his wheel 
when he locked his bike in front of the school one day. 
In just an hour the wheel was gone.  

 For those who bicycle to school every day, thiev-
ery is a real and ever-present concern. Many bicyclists 
use two locks, a steel U-lock for the frame and a more 
flexible carbon fiber lock for the wheels. But even then 
they often leave seats and pedals exposed.  In an at-
tempt to ensure their security some students have even 
resorted to bringing their bikes into classrooms. At least 
one teacher, Mr. Parker Merrill, (the head of the engi-
neering academy) has a special locker for bikes, but the 
vast majority do not have space to accommodate the 
machines. To counter this problem parent Mike Napol-
itano and non-profit,TransForm, an organization that 
champions public transportation and public housing 
and want to build a bike cage by the basketball hoops 
near studio 51. 

 The bike cage would be an enclosure of fencing 
with a roof that would fit 60 bikes. Coach Carlos Bover 
and the Physical Education department have volun-
teered to lock the cage every day before classes start and 
unlock it at 3:30. 

 The city of Oakland will buy bike racks at no 
cost to the school, but the surface needs to be totally 
smooth in order for it to install them. TransForm is 
hoping that Oakland Unified School district or the city 

government will also pay for the 
area to be repaved, but if not, 
money for repaving would have 
to be raised by Tech parents. 
TransForm estimates that the 
project will cost around $7,500. 
They hope to get a $2,500 maxi 
grant from the Parent, Teacher, 
Student Association and possi-
bly have parents, who work as 
contractors, repave the street 
for free. “As Tech grows,” Alissa 

Kronovet, who works for Trans-
Form said, “we are really hoping 
to encourage, cycling and reduce 
driving.”

 Currently, the plan 
would not protect bikes that 
are left after 3:30. Weld says 
he doesn’t see much point in 
the extra layer of security. “If 
you have your security down it 
makes no difference, ultimately, 
it’s always within your control. 

By Nick Pingitore and John 
Oberholzer

One day last month, some 
students were surprised to walk 
through the door of their class-
rooms into darkness. Mr. Pas-
ternak and Ms. Perez taught the 
entire day without electricity, 
including lighting, air condi-

tioning, and teaching technol-
ogy. The night before, all of the 
copper wiring was stolen from 
each of the portables between 
the boys’ and girls’ gyms.. 

Although nothing was taken 
from  inside the classrooms, the 
thieves removed all of the wiring 
from the infrastructure and the 

external controls locked behind 
the chain-link fence surrounding 
the portables. 

The electricity was restored 
over the weekend in time for 
class on Monday. While this may 
sound like a trivial matter, cop-
per is actually a rare and expen-
sive metal that costs thousands 

Some bicyclsts worry about security in the front of the school 
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Dates to 
Remember

January 30 - Storm Make-up Day
(School in Session)

Februrary 8 - Talent Shocase

February 11- Minimum Day
 

Februray 16 - President’s Day 

Februrary 18 -Minimum Day

February 20-MLK Oratorical 
Fesival

 
February 23-African American 

Student Action Planners

News
By Coby Muchin
 As the second semester begins, 

student athletes like Colston Murphy 
fear for their grades. 

“Last year in the first semester I got a 
B+ in Advanced Algebra,” said Murphy, 
who plays football for the Bulldogs. “But 
due to missing class because of games 
and getting home late from practice ev-
ery night, my grade dropped to a D- in 
the second semester.” 

Teachers like Mr. Nate Gong also 
know the impact of missing sixth pe-
riod. “It definitely has a large effect on 
students’ grades and it is impossible to 
replicate what the students have missed 
in class. Sports are not bad for students, 
but the students must know the large 
effect of missing class once or twice a 
week has on their transcript.”

 All student athletes have the same 
problem: missing sixth period in order 
to get on the bus for games. This is a ma-
jor issue at Oakland Tech because many 
students participate in sports. 

It is difficult for the athletes to decide 
which is more important: skipping sixth 
period to get to their game on time, or 
staying and possibly not participating in 
sports at all. 

The policy used to be that all student 
athletes would have PE sixth period, but 
that is no longer in effect, so many stu-
dents miss core classes and their grades 
drop as a result.

 It is also difficult for 
teachers to teach students 
who frequently miss class. 
Teachers can’t be available 
every day at lunch so stu-
dents have a limited time 
when they can receive 
make-up work or even try to 
get help with the things that 
they have missed. 

Here are some things 
suggested by other student 
athletes and teachers that 
will help you keep on top 
of your grades during the 
season.

1. Talk to your counsel-
or. There is a chance you can 
have your classes switched, 
but make sure to do it in the 
beginning of the semester.

2. Make a schedule for 
the week. This will allow 
you to see how much time 
you have for homework and 
when you can meet with 
your teachers about assign-
ments.

3. Talk to your
 Teachers. Tell them at 

the beginning of the week what days you 
will miss and ask them when they are 
available to help you.

4. Talk to coaches. Find out how 

much time you have and when you need 
to leave for games each day.

These should help you succeed 
during your season. Good luck!

Sports Endanger Students’ Grades

 
     Sports 
Calendar 

December 18 - Boys Varsity 
Soccer at St. Mary’s [Varsity B 

4:30, A 6:00]
January 29-

Boys Soccer at Tech{Varsity 
A vs Fremont 3:30pm}
Boys Soccer Varsity B at 

Tech
[3:30pm]

Girls Soccer at Fremont
[3:30pm]

February 1st-Ice Hockey 
Dogs vs South Bay Flyers

[3:00pm]

February 3rd-Boys Soccer 
Varsity A at Skyline

[3:30pm] 
Girls Soccer vs. Skyline at 

Tech
[3:30pm]

February 4th-Boys Soccer 
Varsity B v Fremont

3:30pm
February 5

Boys Soccer Varsity A vs 
Varsity B

[3:30pm]

FROM THE WEB 
Last month, we asked

readers in an online poll: 

 How many college
 applications is the right 

number? 
18% said: 1-4 
18% said: 4-8

45% said: 8-12 
19% said: 13+

Visit
oaklandtechscribe.com

now to vote in our latest poll:
 

What are you doing to save 
 water for the drought?  

 

   Photo By Martina Starc 

By Sienna Ruiz 
California is home to some of the 

best soccer talent in the nation. The 
state has some of the most prominent 
youth soccer clubs in the country, 
but high school soccer is compara-
tively lacking. Currently, there is no 
state championship for soccer teams 
in Northern California, meaning that 
while it is every high school team’s 
dream to win its section and then 
compete for a state title, this dream is 
denied of thousands of soccer players in 
Northern California.  

The organization responsible for 
high school sports in California, the 
California Interscholastic Federation 
(CIF), organizes an annual Southern 
California Championship for soc-
cer teams. However, there is no such 
arrangement for teams in Northern 
California. This means that the highest 
goal that high school soccer teams are 
able to achieve is to win their section. 
While this is an accomplishment, it is 
no replacement for the kind of compe-
tition that a statewide championship 
could bring. The media relations of-
ficer for the CIF says, “All Sections in 
Northern California do not play soccer 
during the same season, thus a North-
ern California Championship cannot be 
held at this time” but that they are, “al-
ways looking to the future and ways to 
expand education based athletic experi-

ences for our student-ath-
letes”. However one varsity 
girls soccer player says, “It 
wouldn’t be that hard to 
make all the soccer teams 
play in the same season. 
We could even have a play-
off between the teams who 
play in the same season. 
We should at least try do 
this because teams deserve 
more than just winning 
their section”.

Last year, both the girls 
and boys varsity soccer 
teams at Tech handily 
won the Oakland Athletic 
League. The scores of the 
games sometimes came to 
8-0, and the league only 
has 5 to 6 teams. Once a 
soccer team wins the OAL, 
that is all there is. The teams have the 
chance to compete with other quality 
teams outside of Oakland in presea-
son, but the games don’t count. An-
other Girls varsity soccer player, Reva 
Swiedler, had a different perspective.” 
Some schools are way too good for us, 
so it is kind of nice to not get creamed.” 
She added, “I think where we are at 
now, we are not ready for state.  But 
I think that could be a good place to 
reach for in the future.  I think playing 
in a harder league is a more reso 

                                               Photo by Emily Percy  
nable goal right now.  Mac does it for 
football so we should have the opportu-
nity too.” Oakland teams have to orga-
nize their own games against teams in 
the neighboring North Coast Section, 
and these teams face better competition 
weekly yet still can not compete at the 
state level. A Norcal state championship 
would allow for the winner of OAL to 
be able to compete with teams from 
other sections and give more meaning 
to the high school season. 

New Goal: State Championship

Correction: An article printed in December said that students leave eight minutes early to walk to Upper Campus, infact 
they only leave seven. The article also incorrectly referred to the Fashion and Art Design Academy as the Fashion, Arts and 
Design Academy. 
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News

Low-Income Students Struggle to Find Computers

Oakland Tech Students Organize Response to Ferguson 
By Xander Garretson 
  The tragedy of the recent 

shooting of Michael Brown in Fergu-
son, Missouri has resonated throughout 
the country, and it is no secret why 
- American communities everywhere 
have begun to express outrage at racial 
profiling, police brutality, and the lack 
of consequences police officer Darren 
Wilson - and other police officers like 
him - face for their actions. 

This is no different for Oakland. 
One Oakland Tech 11th grader, Jade 
Lounds, who has participated in pro-
tests against the shooting of Michael 
Brown, describes how police “won’t 
even respond to calls here [the San An-
tonio district] unless they hear a white 
voice.” “Just today” [the 13th], she said, 
“I had to call 911 for a stranger who 
swore she heard gunshots, and swore 
that the cops never came when she 
called them”. 

Similarly, another student-protester, 
Sophia Alvarez, expresses disgust at the 
deaths of innocent people like Michael 
Brown, and worry that her family, as 
people of color, might also be targeted 
and hurt in the same way by this type 
of unpunished racial profiling.

 It is evidence like this of the failures 
and deficiencies of the Oakland Police 
Department, as well as police depart-
ments in Ferguson and across the US, 
that have inspired Oakland Tech stu-
dents like Lounds and Alvarez (among 
many others) to organize and partici-
pate in protests to these events.

 Just one of these efforts include 
bake sales held in the Montclair and 
Grand Lake farmer’s markets, which 
received positive responses from the 

community and raised $576 in total - 
split equally between the St. Louis Area 
Food bank (a non-profit organization 
which provided food to protesters in 
Ferguson), the Ferguson Municipal 
Public Library “while Ferguson was in 
a state of emergency and the schools 
were shut down, the library was pro-
viding child care, and teachers were 
volunteering there,” 

Alvarez explains, “It was import-
ant to us that they were helping out 
the community”), and a defense fund 
(which provided legal support in order 
for non-violent protesters who were 
arrested to make bail). Sophia has also 
tried to give more personal support by 
crocheting scarves for protesters in Fer-
guson, and has been joined by others 
who have also sent their own knitwear.  

Alvarez and others have also at-
tempted to protest the shooting in 
other ways; their first effort was to 
organize a “die-in” (where participants 
would lie on the ground to mimic the 
death of Michael Brown) for about five 
minutes outside of the school directly 
after school was let out. When someone 
allegedly posted that this protest was 
open to anyone, a concerned parent 
read this and informed the police, who 
then informed OUSD Superintendent 
Antwan Wilson, Oakland Tech princi-
pal Ms. Morrison contacted the group 
and had them cancel the event, and 
while it was perhaps ironic that the 
organization most dangerous to the 
protests was contacted first, it is under-
standable that the cancellation of the 
die-in was motivated out of concern 
for safety, not specifically to suppress 
students’ free speech.

This was only a temporary setback 

for these organizers - on December 
15, students walked out of school at 
2:30 to march to the MacArthur Bart 
Station, holding protest signs with 
slogans like “Black Lives Matter” and 
chanting “hands up, don’t shoot”. From 
there, students went to Fruitvale Bart 
Station, where they joined a larger 
protest organized by the “Any Means 
Necessary” movement (also known as 
the Coalition to Defend Affirmative 
Action, Integration and Immigrant 
Rights and Fight for Equality By Any 
Means Necessary), which included 
students from four other high schools 
who also staged walk-outs (including 
Skyline and Oakland High. This protest 
was largely a success, “All in all, we had 
positive responses to everything,”  

                            

Photo courtesy of Vivian Ho 
Alvarez comments, “with the protest at 
Fruitvale Bart, it was student run, but 
had support from many teachers”. Ad-
ditional peaceful demonstrations were 
held in Oakland last Martin Luther 
King Jr. weekend, including marches 
and rallies, as organizers see their fight 
for the end of discrimination by police 
officers like Wilson as not unlike King’s 
own fight. Oakland Tech students have 
participated as well, including Lounds 
(see picture). The need for change 
expressed by these protesters may help 
put an end to corrupt practices like 
racial profiling and police brutality, 
and inspire reforms in America’s justice 
system.

By Anna Rosenfeld  
An Oakland Unified School District 
(OUSD) study performed in the fall of 
2014 has revealed that 40% of Oak-
land students do not have computer 
or Internet access at home, sparking 
discussion about the shown connec-
tion between this lack of access and 
poverty, as well as talk of providing 
computer access for this large propor-
tion of students. 

The district used the Local Control 
Funding Formula (LCFF) to approxi-
mate the number of Oakland students 
lacking computer or Internet access. 
The LCFF is used by the state of Cal-
ifornia to measure a school district’s 
poverty level, and therefore financial 
need, by calculating the percentage of 
students who are either English-lan-
guage learners, homeless, currently in 
the foster care system, or eligible for 
free lunch. OUSD found a correlation 
between a higher LCFF, indicating 
more poverty, and a higher amount of 
students without computer or Internet 
access. Using the LCFF, OUSD was 
able to approximate the number of 
children in a certain school in need of 
a computer. For example, at Crocker 

Highlands Elementary School, with 
431 students and an LCFF of 7.89%, 
there are about 4 students lacking 
computer or Internet access. The study 
also found that East and West Oak-
land contain the areas with the highest 
need of computer access.

Because of their findings, OUSD 
has implemented a “one-to-one 
around the clock strategy” to in-
crease computer access. Oakland has 
partnered with Oakland Technolo-
gy Exchange West, an organization 
that fixes used computers and is now 
giving a free computer to every family 
that is a new broadband subscriber. 
There is also increased talk about 
where students can go for free Inter-
net access. Branches of the Oakland 
Public Library, Merritt College, the 
Franklin Recreation Center, the Willie 
Keyes Recreation Center, the Moss-
wood Recreation Center, and nonprof-
its like Youth UpRising all provide free 
internet access for Oakland students. 

Here at Oakland Tech, the school 
library is available to all students at 
lunch and after school. Oakland Tech 
senior Hadiyah Owens reported, “I 
find the computers in the library to be 

pretty useful.” Many teachers also 
have computers in their rooms that 
students can use with permission. 

However, while there are alternate 
sources of computer access available 
to students, these places may not 
compare to the convenience and focus 
of having computer access at home. 
As outside computer sites have limited 
hours and sometimes limited resourc-
es, it can be hard for students to spend 

       Photo by Ileana Terrazas
the required time on a certain 

assignment. Like Castlemont High 
School’s after school coordinator 
Hannah Kahl said, “to create quality 
work, you need a certain amount of 
focus time where you can really get 
deep into the material.” The important 
discussion about how to provide the 
technological tools students need to 
succeed is thus still open.
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News

By Alice Gold 
At the end of last year, President 
Obama announced the US would be 
restoring its diplomatic relationship 
with Cuba, a turbulent relationship 
since 1961. In their agreement, the 
United States has promised to lift 
some of the restrictions on the em-
bargo and establish an Embassy in 
Havana, and Cuba has promised to 
release more than fifty political pris-
oners and allow for the introduc-
tion of United Nations officials and 
the Red Cross. But how will these 
arrangements affect Cuban citizens? 
How will they affect Cuban-Ameri-
cans?

Oakland Tech Junior Camila 
Olivier, a Cuban American has an 
interesting perspective on Cuba. 
Olivier’s father was born in Cuba 

and came to the United States when 
he was 27 on a raft made of four 
inter-tubes tied together. Olivier 
has been traveling back and forth 
between the US and Cuba her entire 
life (usually switching planes in 
Cancun or Tijuana), and is only 
allowed by the Cuban government 
because of her family members 
still there. Olivier says her relatives 
have expressed some concerns with 
the new diplomatic relationship, 
worrying that it may become more 
expensive to live in Cuba due to 
increased trade. As of now, however, 
the “grocery stores are scarce with 
food,” says Olivier, “you kind of get 
what’s there. Like if they killed a pig 
that morning you can buy pork.” 

 Olivier says most Americans 
she encounters don’t really under-

stand Cuba. “They’ve clearly never 
been there and they don’t know the 
culture,” she says. “The culture is 
amazing. It’s always so lively and 
fun. I’ve never met a mean person 
in Cuba.” 

The rich Cuban culture may be 
easier now for Americans to expe-
rience, thanks to the recent devel-
opments because the travel ban, 
while still largely in place, has been 
relaxed. While travelers still need 
a valid reason to go to Cuba, they 
will no longer be required to obtain 
special licensing and may even be 
able to purchase tickets Online. 

If nothing else, Olivier’s sense of 
Cuban pride has been heightened 
by the diplomatic developments. “I 
like to say I’m Cuban and have been 
to Cuba,” she says. “It’s special.”

                      Photo by Meea Sheard 

New Policy on Cuba Important to Tech Student
Photo courtesy of the Beats Rhymes and Life website

By Meea Sheard 
      Out with the old, 2014, and 
in with the new, 2015. A New 
Year has crept upon us as Oak-
landers look to the future and 
welcome Mayor Libby Schaaf. 
At a recent event to show her 
gratitude to all her staff and 
volunteers, the new Mayor Elect 
praised all for their efforts and 
thanked them for their support. 
Recognizing her supporters 
saying, ‘[My] success could 
never have been accomplished 
alone.’ Mayor Schaaf realizes 
that the time is getting closer for 
her term to begin. When asked 
what her feelings were, she said 
she not only felt a mix of emo-
tions: joy, hope, eagerness and ambition, but also 
felt focused and ready to get down to business. 
Overall, The Mayor says she is ready to take on 
any challenge there is and bring success to the city 
of Oakland. Furthermore, she wants the Oakland 
residents to know the potential of the great city we 

live in. Being a graduate of The Oakland Unified 
School District Class Of 1983 she says that she 
sees potential in everyone, especially the youth. 
Mayor Schaaf asserts that, “the youth of Oakland 
must realize how much power they have to make 
our city better.” On her Inauguration day, January 
5th, Oakland will swear in its 50th Mayor, Libby 
Schaaf.

Meet Libby Schaaf  
Current Position: Mayor of Oakland 
Previous Position: Oakland city 
council member for District 4  
Age: 49  
Policies: Increase the minimum wage 
to $12.25 an hour, expand the police 
force, work on community outreach, 
build more affordable housing,  
promote dropout intervention pro-
grams and build career pathway pro-
grams

Education: Graduated from Sky-
line High School in 1983, B.A. in Po-
litical Science from Rollins College. 
J.D from Loyola law school 

Libby Schaaf Ready to Take on Oakland’s Problems 

By Sofia De Melo 
We say “food for thought” all the time, 
but do we really think about what goes 
into our food? 

In the U.S., GMOs (or “genetically 
modified organisms”) are in as much 
as 80 percent of conventional pro-
cessed food. For those unaware, GMOs 
are living organisms that have been 
manipulated through genetic engi-
neering. Almost all GMO products 
are made to withstand herbicides or 
produce insecticides, but none provide 
any health benefits. 

More than 60 countries around the 
world have restricted or banned the 
production and sale of GMOs based 
on data and tests that are available to 
Americans. Since 1992, the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration has required 
labeling of GM foods only if the food 
has a nutritional or food safety prop-

erty that is significantly different from 
what consumers would expect of that 
food. Is this enough? This poses the 
question, should GMOs be available 
for production and sale in the USA? If 
they are available for production and 
sale, should GMOs be restricted and 
labeled?

Organizations like the Non-GMO 
Project, work to protect the non-GMO 
food supply and give consumers an 
informed choice. Polls consistently 
show that Americans want their GMOs 
labeled; a 2012 Mellman Group poll 
found that 91percent of American 
consumers wanted GMOs labeled, and 
a recent CBS/New York Times poll said 
that 53 percent of consumers would 
not buy food that has been genetically 
modified. 

The Non-GMO Project notes that 
because GMOs are engineered for her-

bicide tolerance, toxic herbicides have 
increased 15 times since GMOs were 
introduced. Biotech companies have 
been able to get patents on GMOs to 
restrict their use. This poses a problem 
for many smaller farmers, as when the 
drift from other fields contaminates 
their own field, they receive these pat-
ented GMOs, and are liable to be sued 
for copyright violation by GMO-using 
farms.

Big agriculture/biotechnology com-
panies like Monsanto argue that there 
is a cost-benefit analysis that needs to 
be taken into account when dealing 
with GMOs. Some items are allowed to 
be sold for public consumption be-
cause there is assumed to be no serious 
widespread risk to the public. They say 
that if society were to wait for every 
single test to be carried out, it would 
hold technology back.

Some students at Oakland Tech, like 
Audrey Rood, feel that “GMOs should 
be strictly regulated or even banned 
because you do not always know what 
you are eating and how it can affect 
your body.” 

Not knowing what is in your food, 
whether it be pesticides or genetics, 
could have unintended negative health 
side effects. Other students such as An-
drew Eeckman support GMOs, noting 
that these new foods could create more 
efficient systems of food production. 

GMOs have both positives and neg-
atives, for you and the environment, 
that are important to consider when 
purchasing or consuming these types 
of products.

Tech Students Weigh in on Genetically Modified Foods

Photo courtesy of Celia Bueb
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News

By Laurel Hennen Vigil 
This winter has been the rainiest 

in recent memory, with precipitation 
for 2014 at a whopping 144 percent of 
the average. In fact there was so much 
rain that school was actually canceled 
for a day. 

So the question is, has all this rain 
affected the drought that California 
has been suffering from?  According 
to Ted Thomas, a spokesperson at the 
California Department of Water Re-
sources, the rain has “definitely made 
a dent, but we still have a long way 
to go after three consecutive years of 
drought.”

Data collected by the United States 
Drought Monitor showed that the 
current drought started in December 
2011 and quickly worsened, until 
much of California was experiencing 
an “exceptional drought,” the most 
severe classification. 

Even more alarming, a study done 
by the Woods Hole Oceanographic 
Institute concluded that this drought 
has been the worst California has 
experienced in 1,200 years. The state’s 
agriculture industry has suffered, and 
many municipalities, such as Santa 

Cruz, have had to enforce 
strict water rationing.

Of course, this was before 
Dec. 11, when California was 
pummeled by several inches 
of precipitation. 

This downpour was helpful 
in the short term: The city of 
Santa Cruz lifted its man-
datory water rationing, for 
instance, and the percentage 
of the state in exceptional 
drought was lowered from 55 
percent to 32 percent. 

But the storm alone was 
not enough to completely ease 
the state’s water shortage. 

“The big issue is we are 
way, way behind on snow 
pack in the mountains,” 
Thomas explained. “Snowmelt sup-
plies 30 percent of water we use, and 
the water content in snow is only 50 
percent of normal. The big storms 
brought a lot of rain, but not much 
snow because the rains have been 
fairly warm not cold enough to snow 
in lower elevations.”

In short, Thomas said, “We would 
need a series of five or six more 

very heavy storms to alleviate the 
drought.”

That means that conserving as 
much water as possible is still very 
important. 

Here are some simple ways to cut 
your water usage:

·  Turn off the water in the shower 
while you wash your hair, which can 
save 250 gallons a month.

·  Turn off the faucet while you 

brush you teeth, which can save 300 
gallons per month.

·  Water your yard in the morning 
or evening rather than midday, which 
can save 25 gallons every time you 
water.

·  For more water-saving tips, visit 
www.saveourh2o.org.

 
By Joseph Harmon 

With such a wealth of informa-
tion at our fingertips, the Internet 
seems the likely resource for knowl-
edge, humor and insights about the 
world. Young people in particular, 
the generation that has grown up in 
the information age, are thought to 
be excessively reliant on their dig-
ital devices. Books are supposedly 
forgotten.

However, a recent study by the 
Pew Research Center suggests that 
American millennials, the genera-
tion under the age of 30, are actually 
more likely to have read books in 
the past year than older Americans. 
Eighty-eight percent of people ages 
16-29 have read books in the past 
year while only 79 percent of people 
ages 30 and up have. Specifically, 
teenagers ages 16-17 are 90 percent  
likely to have read. And although 81 
percent of those teenagers read for 
school or work, 77 percent said they 
also read for pleasure. So to a degree, 
a love for books is being kept alive.

A local Bay Area bookstore is dili-
gently doing its part to keep this love 
alive. Mrs. Dalloway’s Books, located 
on College Avenue in the Elmwood 
neighborhood, has organized large 
yearly book benefits for local schools 
since 2009. Anne Whaling, book 
buyer for the Children and Young 
Adult section of the bookstore, 
describes the process: “We invite our 
partner schools, those schools that 
buy books from us throughout the 
year, to shop at Mrs. Dalloway’s; the 

schools collect and tally the receipts 
from their families, and we donate 
20 percent of the sales back to each 
school.  We invite about 30 schools 
and the event runs for 3 days. ”

Whaling says that the events are 
intended “to support our schools 
and give back to the community that 
supports us. We also draw in new 
customers during the school benefit 
weekend, and generate lots of good-

will in the community.”
The bookstore has donated books 

to nearby schools like Berkeley High 
and King Middle School, and could 
work with Oakland Tech also if the 
school is interested.

Whaling also mentions that the 
bookstore would be happy to contact 
any Tech students looking to start a 
book club, adding that the store has a 
great selection of young adult books 

that does not get much traffic from 
teenagers. At Tech, English classes 
across the school place a huge em-
phasis on reading. E“At the indi-
vidual level,” Whaling says, “I think 
literacy is being encouraged, but in 
society in general, perhaps literacy is 
not encouraged enough. Could it be 
encouraged more? Always!”

Despite December Storms, Drought Continues

Bookstore Offers Material For a Generation of Readers 
Photo by Rosa Gutierrez 

Illustration by Leanader McNeely 
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Features
Oakland Through the Ages

By Sierra Warrick
With the advent of 2015, most people have 

already begun to think of ways in which they 
can improve themselves and their lives. One 
easy way to accomplish this is to try out some 
new activities. Below are merely four examples 
of the wealth of activities available right here in 
the Bay Area.

The first “new thing” out there for anyone to 
try is known as Poekoelan, an Indonesian mar-
tial art taught at Berkeley’s Studio Naga on San 

Pablo Ave.  The studio holds intensive classes 
for individuals of every age group. The lesson 
are primarily on Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Saturdays, though students are not required to 
attend every session. Poekoelan is itself based 
on animal movements, and Louise Rafkin, who 
founded Studio Naga in 2000, is one of the 
world’s foremost teachers of the art. According 
to Benjamin Robbins, a Tech freshman who 
has been attending classes at Studio Naga for 
eight years and is now facing the prospect of an 
imminent black-belt test, “I cannot imagine my 
life without Poekoelan. It’s made me a better 
person overall and has prepared me for success 

in the future.” 
Something else available for interested 

individuals to check out in 2015 would have 
to be the “circus, physical theater, and fitness 
programs” taught at the Kinetic Arts Center 
here in Oakland. In the words of one reviewer, 
“This is a truly soulful place. A place to get an 
unbelievably good workout, yes – but also, a 
true arts center, a real community.” Much of the 
training conducted at Kinetic Arts is in prepa-
ration for thematic circus performances held 
for paying crowds every few months.

Another thing to look into would be rock 
climbing at Downtown Oakland’s Great West-
ern Power Company. Already the weekly host 
to Coach Bover’s A-period PE class, GWPC 
is a great place for beginners and old-timers 
alike. When asked, Tech senior and nationally 
ranked rock climber Thalia Barr-Malec noted, 
“I love rock climbing because not only is it an 
amazingly powerful experience, but the gym is 
also filled with so many great people. It’s a very 
friendly and supportive community.”

Finally, for those not that interested in 
adding yet another physical activity to their 
schedules, it is still entirely possible to try out 
something new. Get in touch with your creative 
side by taking classes at The Crucible, a fine 
and industrial arts center founded in Berkeley 
in 1999. The Crucible has since moved, and 
is currently at a West Oakland location where 
you can choose from a vast array of activities, 
including but not limited to “metal fabrication, 
blacksmithing, neon, glass blowing, ceramics, 
welding, kinetics, and fire dancing.” Every year 
The Crucible is home to an artistic community 
of over five thousand adult and youth students, 
with materials and instructors provided, thus 
offering the possibility of endless hours of in-
vention and fun.

In the end, however, it doesn’t really matter 
whether you choose to pursue Poekoelan, cir-
cus arts, rock climbing, mechanical invention, 
or some other activity. Just take 2015 as an invi-
tation for adventure – of one kind or another.

By Sierra Warrick  
All Oakland Tech students know 
that California has a lot of history. 
Yet, living in the modern Cali-
fornia, it may be hard to always 
remember that the area in which 
we live did not simply spring into 
existence two decades ago. Like 
the state of California as a whole, 
Oakland has been around for a 
long time, and one way for us to 
acknowledge this is to recall the 
stories behind some of the city’s 
most recognized landmarks.

Oakland Tech is at its hun-
dredth year, but what about its 
neighbor, Studio One? Studio One 
was once the site of the Ladies’ 
Relief Society Children’s Home, 
established in 1872 and completed 
in 1894. Although the building was 
destroyed by the 1906 fire, it was 
subsequently rebuilt and continued 
to house children up until 1947 
when it was bought by the city of 
Oakland and designated as a com-
munity recreation center.

Moving just a mile further into 
the hills, one can find another 
great example of Oakland’s histo-
ry: the Mountain View Cemetery. 
This massive, park-esque grave-
yard was designed by Frederick 
Law Olmstead in 1863– the same 
architect who designed New York 
City’s Central Park, DC’s Capitol 
Grounds, and Stanford University. 
Mountainview is the resting place 
of ordinary and famous people 
alike (some of the more well-

known include author Frank 
Norris, artist Thomas Hill, and 

architects Julia Morgan and Ber-
nard Maybeck, plus many of the 
victims of the infamous Kool-Aid 
Massacre at Jonestown). Today it is 
a favored walking and running site 
for many Oakland residents.

Then, in another area of Oak-
land, we have the Grand Lake 
Theater. This popular movie the-
ater has been around since 1926, at 
which time it was constructed for 
the purpose of housing silent films 
and Vaudeville shows. Such shows 
were discontinued in the early 
1930s as talking pictures (known 
as “talkies”) heightened interests. 
In the 1980s Grand Lake changed 
ownership and underwent a series 
of renovations, the end product 
being the wonderful building Oak-
landers know and love today.

Finally – Lake Merritt. Consid-
ered the “jewel” of Oakland, this 

                        Photo By Antigone Micheals 
155-acre lake is the nation’s 

largest body of saltwater contained 
within city limits. It was originally 
a tidal estuary of nearly 1,000 acres 
and a source of fish and game for 
the Chochenyo people, prior to 
their relocation by the Spaniards in 
1810.  As the city of Oakland grew, 
the lake became a dumping ground 
for human waste. It was not until 
1868 that the lake as we know it 
today began to appear. Dr. Samuel 
Merritt proposed and funded the 
construction of a large dam. The 
water was cleaned up during the 
“City Beautiful” movement of the 
early 1900s, and the “Necklace of 
Lights” was built around it in 1925.

Clearly, Oakland has plenty of 
history, much of which goes unac-
knowledged. Learning about and 
visiting such important landmarks 
is perhaps a way to show apprecia-
tion for our city’s fascinating past.

Adventures in 
the New Year 

By Molly Hetherwick 
A disheveled woman carrying a 
monolithic backpack stumbles into 
the lobby of a run down motel in 
the middle of a rugged, red desert. 
The clerk behind a 70’s style Formi-
ca counter looks her up and down 
with disdain, then remarks: “Are 
you hiking that crazy trail?” This is 
the opening shot of Wild, starring 
Reese Witherspoon and directed by 
Jean-Marc Vallee. The movie, based 
on the book by Cheryl Strayed, tells 
the story of Strayed (Witherspoon) 
as she embarks on an epic journey 
along the Pacific Crest Trail, or PCT. 
After her beloved mother’s sudden 
and tragic death, her dissipating 
marriage, and her nose dive into self 
destructive behavior, Strayed re-
solves to turn her life around before 
she hits rock bottom. She decides 
to hike the daunting PCT: one of 
the most strenuous through-trails 
in the United States. Armed with 
next to no outdoor knowledge, an 
absurd amount of gear, and nothing 
to return to, Witherspoon recounts 
Strayed’s life altering trek to re-
demption in Wild with startling 
vigor and genuineness. 

 While not every scene in 
Wild is action packed, or even has 
dialogue- Witherspoon brings 
a wide emotional spectrum that 
plainly presents Strayed’s insights 
and development without the syr-
upy sentiments that so often char-
acterize films about recovery. There 
are flashbacks, of course; the movie 
would be direction-less without 
them; but the director’s choice to al-
ternate between said memories and 
Witherspoon’s exhausted breathing 
and the crunch of her boots on 
sand, stones, snow, and twigs keeps 
the film grounded in reality and 

reminds the audience that while the 
point of the journey is to find solace 
for her broken heart, it’s the adven-
ture itself that makes those changes.

 The artful juxtaposition of 
Strayed’s “day to day life” and her 
“trail life” create heart wrenching 
parallels and moving scenes. The 
desolate land, coupled with Strayed’s 
insubstantial hiking repertoire and 
troubled life back home, composes 
a wonderful analog that continues 
throughout the film. The hard work 
and dedication of Cheryl Strayed 
and backpackers everywhere is an 
inspiration to us all.

Wild Offers Moving Journey 
Photo Courtey of Fox Searchlight
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Opinion

By John Oberholzer  
Last December, North Korea gar-
nered a large amount of attention in 
the media over the release of Sony’s 
“The Interview,” a movie spoofing 
the Kim Jong-Un regime. Yet this is 
the most attention that North Korea 
has gotten in years, and it has little to 
do with most of the people actually 
living in the country.

 To state it bluntly, North Ko-
rea has one of the worst human rights 
records in the world. To begin with, 
the country has a caste system based 
on family history that dictates one’s 
education level, occupation, mar-
riage prospects, living location, social 
privileges, even how much one has 
to eat. It is nearly impossible to travel 
without explicit permission from the 
regime, and many possessions and 
activities (such as growing grain) 
are banned. A family’s living quar-
ters and possessions are arranged by 
the government and subject to little 
change.

 Outside information and 
media are completely banned. Radios 
and televisions are permanently fixed 
on North Korean government-run 
stations, and people can be sent to 
prison camps or killed for distribut-
ing even movies from other coun-
tries. The approved forms of media 
in North Korea are heavily based in 
propaganda. Many citizens believe 
that their country, without electricity 
and facing severe food shortages and 
poverty, is the greatest in the world. 
Often defectors (those who escape 
from North Korea) say that the defin-
ing moment of their disillusionment 

came when they realized how much 
other people in the world had com-
paratively.

 Although North Koreans to-
day are victims of widespread malnu-
trition and hunger, conditions were 
even worse during the famine of the 
1990s. Then, an estimated 300,000 
to 3.5 million died of starvation, all 
while the government continued on 
its to splurge on the lavish lives of the 
elite and the country’s nuclear missile 
programs. One of the results was a 
generation of unusually small North 
Koreans due to stunting, a result of 
hunger and malnutrition.

 One of the only news sto-
ries many high school students will 
remember is that of newly discovered 
prison camps via satellite image a few 
years ago. The internment camps are 
used as punishment for a variety of 
crimes, ranging from joking about 
the dictator to practicing Christian-
ity to attempting to escape to China. 
Public executions are also routine, 
sometimes for crimes as small as 
stealing copper wire from electricity 
lines that no longer work.

 Those who attempt to escape 
to China are punished severely if 
caught. Desperate North Koreans 
must attempt to travel across the 
harsh Gobi Desert to Mongolia, pur-
chase an expensive ticket directly to 
South Korea, or journey to Thailand. 
If caught by Chinese officials, they 
will be sent back to North Korea. 
Often pregnant women in the prison 
camps are given brutal forced abor-
tions because their children might be 
part-Chinese.

 This vision of racial suprem-
acy is a striking parallel to the Nazi 
regimes. Indeed, North Korean 
defectors who survived prison camps 
have remarked how similar those in 
North Korea are to historic sites in 
Germany. Additionally, compelling 
evidence of torture, execution and 
arbitrary imprisonment, deliberate 
starvation, and nearly complete lack 
of free thought and belief is abun-
dant.

 After the Korean War in the 
1950s, Kim Il-sung became the coun-
try’s first ruler. He received treatment 
from citizens along the status of a 
god. All families were required to 
keep a well-cleaned portrait of the 
president in their homes, a tradition 
repeated with Kim Jong-il. Huge 
portraits of the leaders are required 
in every public building. Some of the 
only times when the majority of the 
country has electricity is during the 
birthdays of Kim Il-sung and Kim 
Jong-il. People do not celebrate their 
own birthdays, only those of the state 
leaders. 

 Self-expression is uncommon 
in North Korea. Uniforms according 
to occupation and social status are 
required. Often the only color in the 
society is present on frequently-locat-
ed propaganda posters. Most people 
do not speak their mind, even at 
home, for fear of being reported. All 
citizens are monitored by a complex 
system through the government. 
Even serious couples often do not 
share everything with each other for 
fear of being reported. The families 
of people convicted of a crime suffer 

greatly because of the state-spon-
sored belief that supposedly impure 
blood is present in the family for 
three generations, resulting in family 
members being sent to prison camps.

 Given these shocking and 
repulsing facts, what can we, oceans 
away, do to help North Koreans? 
While there isn’t a petition we can 
all sign or something similarly facile, 
one of the most important pieces is to 
be informed, educate ourselves, and 
help others do the same. Many peers 
our age do not even know “which 
Korea is the bad one,” in the words of 
one of my classmates.

Another way to work for liberty in 
North Korea is by supporting organi-
zations that help defectors. Although 
China is complicit in detaining and 
extraditing (because it is, in fact, 
constitutionally illegal to leave North 
Korea) refugees, in step with its long 
history of propping up the flailing 
North Korean regimes, there are 
many who are working to help defec-
tors and find a way for them to enter 
sympathetic South Korea. 

It would be a shame to look back 
in 50 years after the reunification 
of the Korean peninsula when the 
files from Pyongyang are being 
released and say, “Dang, we should 
have helped- we just didn’t know any 
better.” Certainly this will be the case 
for world leaders who already un-
derstand the egregious conditions of 
North Korean life, but it doesn’t have 
to be us, too.

By Molly Hetherwick  
One of the things that makes hu-
mans a truly great species is our ca-
pacity for such a massive spectrum 
of identity--including sexuality and 
gender among many other things. 
However, this beautiful tapestry of 
humanity is not accepted or even 
recognized in all parts of the world. 
The persecution of LGBTQ people is 
rampant worldwide.

Ignorance and erasure of these 
identities is common in modern 
media; in fact, the justification 
of such recurrent behavior is not 
only an inaccurate portrayal of the 
population, but it also promotes an 
irrational aversion to anyone who 
identifies as such. 

Just before this past New Year, 
a transgender girl named Leelah 
Alcorn tragically committed suicide 
in northeastern Ohio. Her story has 
made national headlines because 
of a suicide note she posted on her 
blog, in which she asked for trans-
gender people everywhere to be 
accepted and loved like they deserve 
to be. Near the end, she wrote, “The 
only way I will rest in peace is if 

one day trans-gender people aren’t 
treated the way I was, they’re treated 
like humans, with valid feelings and 
human rights. Gender needs to be 
taught about in schools, the earlier 
the better. My death needs to mean 
something. My death needs to be 
counted in the number of trans-gen-
der people who commit suicide this 
year.... Fix society. Please.” 

Leelah’s parents’ reaction, reject-
ing her identity and referring to her 
as “their son” and by her birth name, 
is not so different from what other 
LGBTQ teens experience all over 
the country. Even Tech students, in 
the liberal Bay Area, feel alienated 
and depressed because of the way 
they are treated at school and their 
parents’ reactions to a part of them 
that cannot be changed.

Trans-gender people, especially 
trans women and trans people of 
color, face extraordinary amounts of 
violence worldwide. Murder is com-
mon and seldom punished, even 
in industrialized nations, including 
the U.S. and Europe. Homelessness, 
poverty, and poor healthcare are 
all-too-common because of stigma. 

Much of the U.S. does not even have 
anti-discrimination legislation that 
protects trans people.

On Jan. 23, a candlelight vigil 
was held at Frank H. Ogawa Pla-
za in downtown Oakland to show 
support for Leelah Alcorn and the 
innumerable trans-gender victims 
of violence. Oakland Tech students 
were not only present, several were 
critical in organizing the vigil. 

Please remember to support 
trans people during Pride Month 
this June and LGBT History Month  

                               Photo by Sierra Warrick  
in November. 

In the meantime, Tech students 
are encouraged to support their 
LGBTQ friends and classmates year-
round, no matter how they identify. 
By creating a safe environment for 
LGBTQ students, we can count on 
everyone’s safe and bright future. 
Additionally, Oakland Tech’s Queer-
Straight Alliance is a safe place for 
anyone and everyone, meeting in 
TP4 every Friday at lunch.

The Worst Human Rights Record In The World 

Tech Students Gather to Mourn Transgender Teen



PAG E  8 JA N UA RY  2 0 1 4

THE SCRIBE
A monthly publication run entirely by the students of Oakland Technical High School, with the support of club sponsor Ms. Haugen. Special thanks 
to the Oakland Tech PTSA and the Oakland Tech After-School Program for their continued generosity. Want a voice in Oakland Tech join the Scribe. 
Meetings are mondays at lunch in room 106.

2013-14 Editorial Board
Editor-in-Chief: Trevor Harrison
Managing Editor: John Oberholzer 
News Editor: Nick Pingitore and Veronica Larkin
Features Editors: Sophia Taylor, Anna Rosenfeld and E’Niyah Wilson
Visuals Editors: Nadia Wohlfarth and Isabel Burgos
Chief Copy Editor: Molly Hetherwick 

Staff Contributors to This Issue
Jessica Gagliardi, Sienna Ruiz, Amarit Ubhi, Xander Garretson  

Sierra Warrick, Molly Hetherwick, Aliza Newman, Ileana Terrezas, Emily Percy, Anti-
gone Michaels, Malena Hansen, Martina Starc, Rosa Gutierrrez, Laurel Hennen Vigil, 

Xander Garretson, Coby Muchin
Meta Austin, Joseph Harmon, Sofia de Melo, Meea Sheard, Anna Rosenfeld, John 

Oberholtzer, Nick Pingitore, Trevor Harrison and Matthew Murphy

*Front page header drawing by Fiona Gregg / The Scribe

(Continued from Page 1)
Expensive Copper Wire Stolen From School Portables

Senior Gavin Demorest represents the 
many seniors that have expressed doubts 
about the quality of the field, saying that 
the field “is not on the same level as the 
Paramount, and after four years here, it 
would be nice to graduate somewhere oth-
er than the grimy Tech field.” 

On the other hand,  Zoe Czekalla speaks 
for many juniors who worry that this year’s 
Seniors will set a new precedent, raising 
concerns that“if the seniors don’t do the 
Paramount this year, we’ll likely have to 
graduate [on the field] too.” 

The PTSA has set up a committee to 
oversee this process but the membership of 
the group consists only of parents as of yet.  
Clearly, this multi-faceted issue still needs 
to be resolved.

of dollars to replace and reinstall. However, Oakland 
Tech did not have to foot the bill. Moreover, for Ms. 
Perez, a first year teacher, teaching in a classroom 
without electricity was challenging.

 “I was shocked,” said Ms. Perez, who teaches 
sophomore English. “I didn’t think this would hap-
pen. Who would steal from a public high school?” 
Luckily though, “I wasn’t using any technology for 
the day.” 

Copper wire can obtain a hefty price when sold 
in bulk to scrap yards and as prices have risen theft 
has increased. Principal Staci Ross-Morrison says 

wire has been taken from the campus twice just this 
year. Incidents like this raise problems for a school 
that is already dealing with overcrowding and tight 
budgets. If every piece of important material around 
the school needs some sort of fencing or protection, 
that costs money.  

School officials believe students weren’t involved 
in the theft; video cameras show adult males steal-
ing the copper. But Ross-Morrison says,“ The police 
have viewed our footage, but have not informed me 
further about the status of these crimes. What I do 
know is that it takes a lot of time and manpower 

to steal as much copper as they did. The thief was 
knowledgeable”.

 Still for some, this incident does has a comical 
air to it. Not only do two grown men make it their 
business to actually steal  piece of wire for money, 
a disruption so out of the ordinary can always raise 
a laugh. Ms. Perez recalls the incident in hindsight. 
“In looking back, I’ve had some crazy stuff happen. 
This is definitely funny now. I can’t decide if it’s 
number one or two though.”

By Scribe staff
On February 22nd, it will be time 

for the culmination of the movie 
awards season-The Oscars. While 
there have been awards shows already, 
the Oscars are the definitive and most 
prestigious adjudication of movies in 
the industry. And it’s always fun to see 
what jokes the host will make, who 
will give the most embarrassing accep-
tance speech, and what the movie stars 
will wear. Here are some opinions 
on which films and actors/actresses 
deserve Oscars this year.

Best Film/Best Director: Birdman 
is a fascinating spectacle to watch. But 
that doesn’t make it any less of a qual-
ity film; it possesses great direction, 
solid acting, wonderfully dark humor, 
a fantastic plot, and a real emotional 
core that puts “art films” and Holly-
wood blockbusters– both of which 
the film enjoys mocking– to shame. 
Though the star of the film is Michael 
Keaton, every aspect of Birdman 
shows that same above-and-beyond 
level of talent.

 --Xander Garretson 
Best Leading Male Actor: Mi-

chael Keaton should be recognized 
for his role in Birdman. Keaton cer-
tainly made a great comeback from 
Batman, and has shown us that he is 
well rounded by utilizing a completely 
different side of himself. Steve Carell’s 
acting in Foxcatcher is also promising. 
In this film, Carell shows the audience 
that he is more than capable of per-
forming a serious role. His delivery is 
absolutely thrilling. -- Amarit Ubhi

Best Leading Female Actress: It 
was a successful year for women in 
film. Reese Witherspoon broke out of 
her typecast and stunned audiences 
with a layered and provocative per-
formance in Wild. Julianne Moore 
convincingly displayed the struggles 
of a linguistics professor who loses her 
words to early-onset Alzheimers in 
Still Alice. But it is Gugu Mbatha-Raw, 
starring in Beyond the Lights, who 
merits an Oscar. Last year in Belle, 
as Dido Elizabeth Belle Mbatha-Raw 
delivered the performance we’ve all 
been waiting for as a woman of color 
in a period film, playing the mixed 
race daughter of an admiral in the 
English Navy who is raised in a rela-

tive’s wealthy estate. Mbatha-Raw is 
remarkably adept at displaying Dido’s 
conflicting emotions about love, free-
dom, and her place in society. She ef-
fectively communicates what it might 
be like to be in Dido’s unique position. 
This year, Mbatha-Raw is powerful in 
Beyond the Lights as Noni, a young 
superstar learning to cope with fame’s 
pressures. Mbatha-Raw truly gives a 
voice to women’s stories that are not 
often heard. --Sienna Ruiz

Best Animated Feature: The Lego 
Movie is one of the most enjoyable 
movie experiences of 2014, even for 
those who don’t consider themselves 
“Lego people.” The movie is like a 100 
minute-long sugar rush. Despite what-
ever reservations people may have had 
about a film based on a toy, it has a 
solid plot and a surprisingly appealing 
aesthetic, as well as funny jokes and a 
talented all-star cast. The animation is 
also completely revolutionary. It could 
have been a giant stop-motion adven-
ture, but viewers were enchanted by 
the animators’ dedication to realistic 
visuals. --Jessica Gagliardi

Oscar Predications For 2015

Principal Ross-Morrison speaks against 
the ideas of moving graduation to the field 

         Photo courtesy of Laird Harrison 

Graduation 
Venues Create 

Divisions at 
Tech
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Also my bike is in engineering most of 
the time.” However, Victor Feng Wu, 
who rides to school 4-5 times a week 
said he would. Currently he parks 
his bike in the engineering locker or 
on the railing of the steps leading to 
the basement because the front of the 
school is “too open and easily ac-
cessed.” 

 Another junior, Nick Pingitore 
doesn’t ride to school because “I don’t 
want to get it stolen,” but he says that a 
bike cage would encourage him to ride 
more often.  

 If TransForm were to get a 
maxi-grant, it would have to spend all 
the money by June 30th and it might 
not have enough time to repave the 
street in that window of time. If both 

the city and the district decline to pay 
for replacement, the project could be 
delayed even further Napolitano said, 
because there would not be time to 

raise money. Two other fund-raisers 
are already scheduled by the end of 
the year. Either way bicyclists might 
not see the new cage until next year.  

(Continued from page 1)

Planned Bike Cage to Offer Greater Security 


