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(Minimum wage continues on page 8)

Student’s Death Stuns Tech 
Community

New Minimum Wage: Higher Pay and Higher Rent

 Photo by Jade Lounds
Oakland residents march to comemorate death of Oakland Tech freshman Davon Ellis, who was shot 

at the end of last month 

By Alice Gold
On March 1st, Oakland 

took a step to protect workers 
in a big way: the minimum 
wage increased from $9.00 
to $12.25/hour. The wage 
increase is included in Mea-
sure FF, which passed with a 
resounding 82 percent of the 
vote on November’s ballot. 
30 percent of Oakland’s total 
workers work minimum wage 
jobs and have previously 
struggled to support their 
families and put food on the 
table. Of these minimum 
wage workers in Oakland, 71 
percent are people of col-
or, and within that number, 
single mothers make up the 
greatest percentage. While the 
minimum wage raise has clear 
financial benefits to workers, 
many small business owners 
are struggling. 

Small business owners in 
Oakland were overwhelm-
ingly opposed to measure FF, 
many on the consensus that a 
livable minimum wage is im-
portant, but such an extreme 
increase effective immediately 
(not small increases over a 
longer period of time) would 
be difficult to manage. Many 
Oakland business have put 
signs in their windows an-
nouncing increased prices 
to make up for the higher 
minimum wage, but they 
seem to be in optimistic taste, 
celebrating the fact that such 
an immense proportion of the 
population supports a livable 
wage. To swallow the extra 
expenses, many businesses 
are cutting workers’ hours 
and raising prices. Oakland 
Tech Junior Emily Percy, a 
minimum wage worker at 

The murder of freshman 
Davon Ellis is a tragedy that no 
one at Tech is soon to forget.

An honor roll student and 
football star, fourteen-year-old 
Davon was shot and killed the 
evening of February 28th as he 
was walking to the store with 
two of his friends in Oakland’s 
Fruitvale district. While the 
Oakland police are hard at 

work in search of the shooter, 
Davon’s family and his friends, 
teachers, and classmates at Tech 
are left to mourn the loss of an 
intelligent, kind, and exception-
al young man.

When asked how he reacted 
when he heard of the trage-
dy, AJ, a classmate of Davon’s, 
recalled, “I dropped down and 
started crying. I didn’t think it 

was true, I thought people were 
playing around with me. But 
then I checked my Instagram 
and I saw it all over Instagram.”

Another student added, “We 
had half of our classes together. 
I was sad. You know, I lost one 
of my closest friends. And I’d 
never lost anyone before.”

Imani, another classmate 
of Davon’s, responded to the 

TrueBurger has raised prices to to pay the new minimum wage

Oakland’s Farmer Joe’s grocery 
store, believes that “increasing 
the minimum wage is defi-
nitely good but increasing it 
by so much so quickly is hard 
[for businesses] to adjust to.” 
She has noticed that “prices 

have gone up quite a bit” and 
many employees’ hours have 
been cut. “People have gone 
from working five days a week 
to working two or three.” As 
a part time worker, Percy’s 
hours have been cut, but not 

(Davon Ellis continues on page 8)

By Sierra Warrick

Photo by Trevor Harrison

By John Oberholzer
In its new strategic plan 

the Oakland Unified School 
District intends to have 80 
percent of all high school 
students in “linked learning 
academy pathways” (like 
Tech’s academies or Paideia 
program) by the year 2020. 
Currently, that number 
stands at 37 percent. 

The rationale for this 
initiative is based on report-
ed evidence that students in 
Linked Learning Academy 
Pathways “make more life-
time earnings, have lifelong 
career connections through 
internships and real world 
experiences, have higher 
attendance and lower sus-
pension, have higher rates for 
high school graduation and 
college acceptance, and have 
higher average GPAs.” 

The main purpose of 
Linked Learning Academy 
Pathways is to mold students’ 
high school experience into 
an accelerated track towards 
a future career. 

“I’m really happy I joined 
Engineering Academy,” said 
Senior Devon Parker. “I ap-
plied because I enjoyed math 

and science, and Engineer-
ing has given me the chance 
to develop those interests, 
like with object design and 
drawing mechanical objects. 
It’s given me the opportunity 
to get ahead in life so that I’m 
more prepared when I go into 
college and my career.” 

But academies are not 
the right track for everyone, 
because some students may 
not be interested in a specific 
career path.

“It’s a really good idea if 
you know what you want to 
do for the rest of your life,” 
said Senior Alexander James. 
“But if you don’t, not so 
much.”

Some people feel that 
students should be able to try 
a variety of subjects rather 
than specializing in one area 
and choosing a career at a 
young age. The academies do 
not provide students with the 
opportunity to explore mul-
tiple subjects. Many students 
find that they are stuck in 
one track and have difficulty 
fitting in even language, PE, 
or arts classes. 

“High school should be 
about exploring multiple 

New Goals for 
Academies Raise 

Questions

(Academies continues on page 8)
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Dates to 
Remember

March 23-African American 
 Student Action Planners

 
March 25- Information for New 

Students 

March 31- Ceasar Chavez 
(No School) 

April 6-10 - Spring Break

April 13-PTSA meeting 

April 15- Minimum Day

April 22- Minimum Day 

News

 
     Sports 
Calendar 

 
March 28-Lacrosse Boys Var-

sity at Napa Force 

March 29-Lacrosse Boys Var-
sity Vs. Oakland Skyline 

10 am 
-Lacrosse Girls Vs. San Jose 

Extreme 
11:30 am

March 31- Boys Baseball Vs. 
Piedmont 

4 pm
April 1-Boys Baseball Vs.  

Oakland High  
4pm

April 3- Boys Baseball Vs. 
Fremont 

4 pm

April 6- Boys Baseball Vs. 
Stargell Tourney  

April 7- Boys Baseball Vs. 
Stargell Tourney 

FROM THE WEB 
Last month, we asked

readers in an online poll: 

Should California ban  
fracking? 

67% said: Yes fracking should be 
made illegal immediately

8% said: Yes but it should be 
phased out slowly

25% said: No

Visit
oaklandtechscribe.com

now to vote in our latest poll:

How many hours do you sleep a 
night on average? 

Fewer Students Applying to 
Engineering Academy

By Jessica Gagliardi
Oakland Tech is renowned 

for its academies. As the 
school has grown so have these 
linked learning programs.
However, the Engineering 
Academy, one of the oldest, is 
facing something unusual, a 
shrinking applicant pool.

Since the institution of the 
OUSD Options Process in 
2004, families have essentially 
been able to handpick the high 
school that their student will 
attend. This has resulted in a 
some families choosing Tech 
specifically for the Engineering 
Academy, which contribute 
significantly to Tech’s rise 
as the most applied-to high 
school in OUSD. 

The Engineering Academy 
at Oakland Tech, official-
ly founded in 1986, was the 
first high school program of 
its kind in the country. Since 
then, it has grown into one of 
the best high school engineer-
ing programs in the Bay Area. 

With kids coming to Tech 
with engineering specifical-
ly in mind, admission to the 
program has become more 
competitive in the last 10 
years. However, according 
Mr. Merrill, the Engineering 
Academy teacher and founder, 
while every spot in the acad-
emy is still filled each year, in 
the last four years the number 
of applications has declined 
sharply. 

So why this sudden decline 
in applications? According to 
Mr. Merrill, kids were doing 

too well on the admissions test, 
so it was made much more 
difficult. 

“A good number of the 
kids were getting 100s on the 
admissions test, and a score of 
100 percent doesn’t really tell 
us anything about them as a 
student,” says Mr. Merrill. “So 
we ended up making the test 
much harder, and curving it.” 

This means that even if a 
student “fails” the test, he or 
she will still be considered for 
acceptance to the program. 
But, according to Mr. Merrill, 
word gets out that the test is 
hard, students think that they 
don’t stand a chance of getting 
in, and kids who might really 
enjoy the program self-select 
without even taking the test 
because they don’t believe in 
themselves.

 “I didn’t think I would get 

in, but I took the test anyways 
because I figured I didn’t have 
anything to lose,” says Tech 
junior Sienna Ruiz, who was, 
in fact, accepted. 

Some kids also find the pro-
gram daunting because it has a 
reputation for being extremely 
rigorous.

“I would advise anyone who 
thinks they might be interested 
in engineering to take the test,” 
says Tech Engineering student 
Amarit Ubhi. “You don’t have 
anything to lose, application 
isn’t binding, and if you hate it 
you can always drop out before 
the first marking period is over 
anyway.”  

That being said, engineering 
isn’t for everyone. Most Tech 
students who choose not to do 
the Engineering Academy say 
that they’re glad they were able 
to keep their schedule open 

and explore different courses. 
Students aren’t required to 

choose an academy. More than 
60 percent of Oakland Tech 
students are not enrolled in 
an academy. allowing them to  
create their own schedule.

 But in the end, most kids 
who remain in the Engineering 
program are glad to be a part 
of it.

Because Oakland Tech is so 
ethnically diverse it could be 
a career pipeline for African 
Americans and Latinos, who 
are typically underrepresented 
in engineering fields. 

The test is going to be made 
easier in upcoming years so it 
may not be as intimidating to 
prospective students. 

As Sienna Ruiz puts it, “You 
probably have a better chance 
of getting in than you think.” 

By Trevor Harrison 
The printer sitting unused in 
your Spanish, math, or science 
class may seem innocuous 
enough—but in reality it is 
an energy vampire that is 
greedily slurping up electricity 
from the city’s power plants 
and money from the school’s 
budget. 

This was the finding of an 
audit the Oakland Tech Green 
Club conducted this year. Tech 
has joined Oakland and Cas-
tlemont High Schools this year 
in participating in emPower, 
an energy saving competition 
created by the Oakland Uni-
fied School District. 

According to Deirdre 
Snyder, one of the Tech Green 
Club’s advisors, Tech has 
already reduced its energy 
consumption by 5 percent, half 
of its 10 percent target, and 

is working to bring it down 
more. 

Cutting electricity con-
sumption at a large school 
is complicated because it 
requires the participation 
of hundreds of students and 
teachers who have no direct 
motivation to save energy. 
However, Ms. Snyder says that 
energy could be saved pain-
lessly and fairly easily. “We 
would save a lot of energy,” 
she said, “if teachers just un-
plugged appliances when they 
left for the night.”

In a process called phantom 
loading, appliances such as 
printers, computers, monitors, 
copy machines, electric hole 
punchers, and electric staplers 
draw power even when they 
are not being used. Phantom 
loads have shrunk dramatical-
ly since 2010 when the federal 

government passed regula-
tions limiting standby power 
to one watt or less.

However, leaking electricity 
still accounts for a large pro-
portion of the energy wasted 
domestically. The U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy estimates that 
an average of 75 percent of the 
energy used to power home 
electronics is used while the 
appliance is off. 

Many in the Green Club, 
which is leading the energy 
saving effort, see reducing 
electricity consumption as key 
to shrinking Tech’s ecological 
footprint and stopping global 
warming. Jordan Long said he 
joined the Green Club to help 
a friend, but stayed because 
he wanted to help improve the 
environment.

“I feel like we aren’t total-
ly wasteful,” he said. “Some 

teachers rarely turn on their 
lights and rely on sunlight, but 
the computers should be off 
more; they probably waste a 
lot of energy.”

 Improving the environ-
ment isn’t the only reason to 
save power. According to the 
OUSD webpage for emPower, 
electricity costs have risen dra-
matically over the past couple 
of years so reducing energy 
use could result in significant 
savings in the budget.

 Oakland Tech is in second 
place for energy savings be-
hind Castlemont and in front 
of Oakland High – and still 
has a way to go if it is to meet 
its 10 percent goal – but Tech 
has made steady progress. 
When she first started advising 
the Green Club, Ms. Snyder 
said, “OUSD didn’t even look 
at its energy bill. It just paid it.”

Green Club Battles Energy Vampires
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News
By Sierra Warrick 
It’s standardized testing sea-

son, and this year Tech juniors 
will join hundreds of thou-
sands of students in 22 states 
across the nation in taking the 
Smarter Balanced Assessment 
Consortium (SBAC) exam. Or, 
at least, they’ll take the exam 
if their parents don’t choose to 
opt them out.

Designed to measure stu-
dent performance according 
to Common Core standards, 
SBAC incorporates tradition-
al multiple-choice questions 
in addition to others which 
require students to input their 
own answers and analyses. 

For Ramona Burton, the 
State and Local Assessments 
Director for OUSD, this is what 
makes the SBAC an improve-
ment upon the older system of 
testing. “What I am the most 
excited about is that you just 
can’t guess,” she explained. 
“The SBAC takes a deeper level 
of thinking, and if you’re not 
used to that then it’s kind of a 
shocker. But the real world isn’t 
about guessing, it’s about really 
justifying your answers and 
having a view point.”

Others are less excited about 
the shift to the SBAC. 

One major issue is that 
total testing time per student is 
projected to range from eight 
to twelve hours, thus cutting 
into the amount of time stu-

dents spend in their regular 
classes. Moreover, the SBAC 
can be administered only via 
Google Chromebook, and at 
Tech there are more juniors 
than there are Chromebooks. 
In the words of AP US Govern-
ment teacher Ms. Wolfe, whose 
senior students took the SBAC 
when it launched last year, “All 
resources needed to take the 
SBAC… should be provided 
by OUSD so that students 
don’t have to take the exam in 
multiple shifts, resulting in stu-
dents missing four and a half 
periods of 11th grade English. 
State-mandated curriculum 
should be completed by each 
and every student, and by gob-
bling up twice as many English 
periods to complete the SBAC, 
the district is jeopardizing stu-
dent mastery of English.”

Teachers are not the only 
ones who are frustrated with 
the SBAC. When asked to 
comment, Tech junior Alex-
andra Figueroa noted, “I think 
the SBAC test is unnecessary. If 
it does not get funding for our 
school or count for a grade, I 
see no point in taking it.”

Junior Laurel Henenvigel 
added, “I think that it’s com-
pletely ridiculous that they 
want to make us take this stan-
dardized test the week before 
AP tests, which are way more 
important.”

Beyond the logistics of the 

exam, many take 
issue with the fact 
that the juniors 
who take the SBAC 
this year will be 
measured accord-
ing to Common 
Core standards – 
standards which, 
because they have 
been applied so 
recently, have not 
actually been in-
corporated into the 
curricula to which 
these students have 
been taught.

Still others are 
frustrated with 
the system of grading which 
the SBAC employs, essential-
ly lumping all students into 
four categories, with only the 
top two viewed as acceptable. 
Students with disabilities and 
those who are new to the En-
glish language are to be tested 
according to this same over-
simplified rubric.

There remains, of course 
the opt-out option. For those 
juniors for whom the negatives 
outweigh the positives in the 
SBAC case, you just need a par-
ent to indicate that you are not 
to participate in the exam, an 
option the teachers have been 
instructed not to discuss.

Yet students considering the 
opt-out option should not do 
so lightly.

After all, the test does have 
certain merits. Because the 
SBAC is computer-adapted, 
for example, students who are 
having a hard time will receive 
easier questions. And students 
would do well to note that a 
high score on the SBAC trans-
lates to a similar score on the 
Early Assessment Program 
(EAP) test required to bypass 
remedial courses when attend-
ing a California State Univer-
sity.

And there’s one particular 
note of caution which must 
not go unsaid: no matter the 
downfalls of this particular 
test, it is still, starting this year, 
a major source of data for the 
state of California. As such, 
Tech’s Adequate Yearly Progress 
rating (AYP), the No Child Left 

Behind national measurement 
of school achievement, hinges 
on decent SBAC scores, with 
60 percent of this rating now 
determined by SBAC perfor-
mance. Tech’s AYP, in turn, 
ties into the reputation of the 
school as a whole, even going 
so far as to impact real estate 
prices in the community.

Ms. Morrison, when asked 
for her input, noted, “This is 
the first year the SBAC will 
be given, which makes it the 
baseline for all successive years. 
If not enough students take 
the test, then we will either be 
given a very low AYP or none 
at all. This test needs to demon-
strate the fact that Oakland 
Tech truly is the best high 
school in Oakland. Students do 
need to take it. It does matter.”

Tech Students Get Ready for New Exam

By John Oberholzer
Some look forward to it, 

some dread it – this March, all 
Tech freshmen were taught a 
unit on health, including sex 
education. What makes this 
year special, however, is that it 
saw the debut of a new curric-
ulum.

Although the health educa-
tion at Tech has changed many 
times over the years, 2015 
marked the beginning of the 
most recent version. The new 
curriculum is district-wide 
and is taught the same week 
at every school. Its inaugural 
year has been accompanied 
by teacher training, feedback 
surveys, and new classroom 
supplies for students.

Tech biology teacher and 
veteran educator Kathryn 
Keeran was impressed by 
the new curriculum: “It gave 
students more opportunities 
to discuss and think about the 
material. Some of the activities 
I had never seen in any other 
curricula. There was one that 
gave students more ways to 

think about the connections 
between different sexual acts, 
and another that actually 
allowed students to handle real 
birth control products.”

Freshman Nicole Kerr 
shared that opinion. “The most 
interesting part was where 
they were telling us about birth 
control options, and they had 
tutors from the senior class 
come in.”

Ninth grade English and 
history teacher Matthew 
Colley was similarly pleased. 
“The new curriculum is more 
holistic. It’s important to have 
conversations about healthy 
relationships and consent and 
other topics that are tradition-
ally left out of sex education, 
and I hope that this will serve 
as a catalyst to start further 
conversations between students 
and their friends, partners, and 
families.”

Freshman Cambell Conour 
agreed. “I liked that we spent 
more time on real-life stuff like 
the social issues.”

The new curriculum is 
notable in that it takes a more 

progressive and enlightened 
approach to many topics, 
including discussions about 
homophobia and gender 
identity. But while it is in this 
regard more inclusive than 
many other curricula, some 
work remains.

This month, Tech’s Queer-
Straight Alliance partnered 
with the Techniclinic to put 
on its own sex ed focusing on 
LGBT specific issues. QSA 
leader Jade Lounds said, “The 
QSA put on our presentation 
to fill the gap that is left in the 
health curriculum. Although 
Tech has pretty inclusive sex 
ed, there are still some import-
ant topics being left untouched, 
even basic things like specific 
mechanics and safety of same-
sex intercourse. Lack of infor-
mation can have a big impact 
on the health and safety of 
LGBT students, and part of our 
role as a club and a community 
is to make sure that everybody 
has access to the information 
they need.”  

One major change in the 
general curriculum is that 

health education is now split 
between freshmen’s biology 
and English classes. Ms. Keeran 
likes this change, saying that 
“It’s nice now that they’re split-
ting it up, because the different 
topics get taught by familiar 
teachers.”

Nicole and Cambell agree. 
“I was surprised, but it worked 
out well,” said Cambell. Nicole 
added, “The teachers were able 
to teach to their strengths.”

But another issue that 
the curriculum brought was 
timing. “It was packed, minute 
to minute. There wasn’t much 

time for things like the [anon-
ymous] question box, so some 
things had to be rearranged. 
That was a challenge,” said Mr. 
Colley.

“There wasn’t time to ask 
questions, take a break, have 
some downtime – every min-
ute was accounted for,” said 
Ms. Keeran. 

But overall, teachers and 
students are excited about the 
change. “The district is taking 
the transition seriously,” said 
Ms. Keeran, “which is good – 
it’s important!”

Tech Adjusts to New Sex Ed Curriculum
Photo by John Oberholzer

Photo by Meea Sheard
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News
By Joseph Harmon
It’s impossible to walk the 

halls of Tech without spotting 
the zombies with dark circles 
under their eyes. You have 
classes with them. You might 
be one yourself. It’s uncom-
mon to have a class without 
that same kid fast asleep in 
the back of the room. Or the 
kid stacking their coffee cup 
on top of a mountain of AP 
textbooks. 

It’s an epidemic of sleep 
deprivation, and for at least 
the last 20 years, it’s been 
steadily spreading and increas-
ing across the high schools of 
America. 

The American Academy 
of Pediatrics recently released 
a study documenting the 
progession, surveying over 
300,000 high schoolers from 
1991 to 2012. They asked the 
teenagers whether they were 
getting less than or more than 
7 hours of sleep, which is 
already well below the recom-
mended amount of 9.5 hours. 
They found a marked decrease. 
By the end of the study, 87 per-
cent of high school students 
reported getting less than the 
recommended hours, and only 
43 percent reported getting at 
least 7 hours.

Why are teenagers losing 
sleep? The factors are complex, 
but one major possibility is 
increased competition in the 
college admission process. 
Today, colleges are looking for 
more driven students to join 
their communities. As a result, 
many students achieve unrea-
sonable standards.

“Students who are inter-
ested in learning have always 
been at Tech,” says Ms. Joe, 
who teaches Sophomores and 
Seniors. “Their focus over the 
decades has not changed. But 
there are many more choices 
for advanced work than in the 
past, and it is actually irratio-
nal for a high school student 
to take too many advanced 
courses. How is it possible to 
do all the work well and learn 
deeply? It is not. This means 
that students will either have 
to forgo sleep, a home life, and 
normal social interaction, or 
else cheat.”

However, the road to col-
lege was not always so stress-
ful, says Nancy Dutcher, Tech 
graduate of 1953. “We all just 
assumed we would get in,” 
says Dutcher. “We didn’t even 
think much about it until we 
were seniors. I was in college 
prep classes and always did my 
homework. I didn’t think they 
were too overwhelming, and 
I don’t think there was a lot of 
pressure. I did get good grades, 
and was in the Delphians 
(a club for female scholars).  
Most of my close friends and 
I went to UC, with no trouble 
getting in.”

Today, “there seems to be 
stress regardless of classes,” 
says junior Nick Pingitore. 
“In high school, every grade 
counts, so there is always a 
push to do well.”

“You are expected to follow 
along to succeed,” adds Patti 
Chan, a sophomore. “Take 
advanced classes, do lots of 
extracurriculars, get good 

grades. There’s a lot of pressure 
placed on us.”

Much of this is up to the 
students themselves. “Taking 
too many rigorous courses 
obviously means something 
[has] to be sacrificed,” says Ms. 
Joe. “Is the sacrifice worth it? 
That is a decision that must 
be made by students and their 
parents who must help their 
child choose responsibly.” 

To succeed in these coures, 
there needs to be cooperation 
from both sides of the class-
room. “It’s difficult for both 
parties,” says Pingitore. “Stu-
dents want the optimal sched-
ule but teachers have a lesson 
plan to adhere to and finite 
time to teach students every 
day. Some teachers do a really 
good job and allow students 

to help organize the schedule.” 
Occasionally, if there are mul-
tiple tests on a single day, some 
teachers postpone an exam to 
give students an easier time 
handling their other obliga-
tions. 

Some students disagree. 
“Spending hours taking notes 
on material you already know, 
at the expense of student 
health, is unnecessary,” says Ju-
nior Bessie Zolnut. “The need 
to cram so much material into 
short time periods is never 
worth decreasing a student’s 
performance.”

The results of the sleep 
studies are giving schools a 
wake-up call. At the start of 
the school year, the American 
Academy of Pediatrics  made 
a strong recommendation for 

high schools to delay their 
starting times to 8:30 to align 
better with teenage sleep 
schedules. This would mean 
theoretically phasing out A or 
zero period classes, to better 
benefit the students.

In the end, it all comes 
down to balance. As students 
finalize their schedules for 
next year, it’s crucial to weigh 
the factors: academics with 
extracurriculars and friends, 
reality with their ideas of suc-
cess, all in order to stay men-
tally healthy without sacrific-
ing quality of life. It may be 
difficult, but it is possible.

“Less sleep? I’ve learned to 
manage,” sophomore Sofia de 
Melo says cheerfully.

New Study Finds Teens Sleep Deprived
   Photo by Martina Starc

Photo by Rosa Gutierrez
By Molly Hetherwick
From students to sitcoms, 

everyone seems to agree that 
school lunches are rotten news. 
However, some believe that 
these stories can be exaggerat-
ed and greatly contribute to the 
already sour stereotype of what 
is usually healthy food. How do 
the meals at our very own Tech 
compare?

In the past decade, OUSD 
has implemented the Nation-
al Student Lunch Program, a 
federally assisted policy that 
supplies nutritionally balanced, 
free to low-cost lunches to 
financially eligibile students 
each school day. 

These lunches typically con-
tain a staple of each main food 
group: a vegetable, a protein, a 
dairy, and a fruit. These foods 
are assembled and manufac-
tured by a company called 
NutriKids in association with 

the USDA and Child Nutri-
tion Database. NutriKids helps 
schools calculate meal plans 
and contact suppliers once 
approved.  Its website declares 
that the company is “built on 
over 20 years of experience,” 
and is “a powerful software” 
that helps schools control food 
costs and eliminate waste, all 
the while being in accordance 
with USDA regulations. It also 
states that it “complies with 
Healthy Hunger-Free Kids Act 
(HHFKA).”

The average Tech breakfast 
meail contains 490 calories; 
just a small portion of the ap-
proximate 2000 most teenagers 
need to consume daily. Some 
students find that while it is 
available,  the cafeteria’s food 
can sometimes be unappetiz-
ing and occasionally spoiled. 
What is even more distressing 
is that the same food is usually 

the only immediately available 
brain fuel, so the students feel 
restricted to seek only these 
unsavory platters. 

“I find it’s about half and 
half, depending on the meal,” 

replied Tech junior Briana 
Keys when asked about the 
state of the meals. “I keep it 
safe, with sandwiches and 
salads.”  

Whether students choose 

to eat the school lunch or not, 
many agree that is beneficial 
to have it as an option for the 
entire school. 

School Lunches Take Off With New Initiative
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News
By Coby Muchin
Taxi life was forever 

changed in June of 2010, when 
Uber, a car service app, was 
first released to the App Store. 
Uber’s main goal is to provide 
a cheap online taxi service 
around the world. Since its 
release, it has reached over 
53 countries and 200 cities 
worldwide. 

Uber provides many jobs to 
drivers without a taxi license, 
saving them about $10,000 
in licensing fees. The app has 
also made it simpler to pay 
for a ride; instead of paying 
with cash, Uber riders simply 
input their credit card infor-
mation to the app and then 
pay through their phones. 
In addition, riders no longer 
have to worry about riding in 
mysterious drivers’ cars and 
drivers don’t have to transport 
strange passengers, since the 
app allows for riders and driv-
ers to rate each other.

Students at Oakland Tech 
have taken advantage of 
Uber and are using it in their 

everyday lives. Some have 
even become dependent on 
the service. An anonymous 
Oakland Tech student report-
ed, “I take Uber everyday to 
get home from school and 
sometimes take Uber to work. 
It has saved me a lot of money 
and made my life much eas-
ier.” The student said, “There 
have only been one or two bad 
experiences, mostly to do with 
drivers trying to charge too 
much, but overall my expe-
rience with Uber has been 
good. The prices are much 
better than those of a taxi and 
the app notifies the rider how 
much the ride costs, so riders 
can’t get cheated.” 

Although many people 
report positively about Uber, 
there are downsides to the 
app. There have been countless 
reported cases when the driver 
charged an inflated amount, 
wouldn’t let the passenger out 
of the car until given a five star 
rating, or, in a few rare cases, 
kidnapped passengers. Uber’s 
response to these claims critics 

claim that Uber’s response has 
been sub par, only refunding 
riders and apologizing pro-
fusely, actions for which they 
have taken some heat. Also, 
unlike a regular cab, where 
the price remains constant but 

fluctuates with distance, Uber 
uses an algorithm to create 
new prices daily, aggravating 
many customers. Depend-
ing on your location and the 
date, prices could go in either 
direction. 

Overall, the service pro-
vided by Uber has and will 
continue to change the lives 
of many. It is up to passengers 
and drivers as to whether the 
company’s success will con-
tinue.

New App Offers Cheap Alternative to Taxis 
Photo by Aura Barrera

By Nick Pingitore
No matter what schedule 

you have, everyone knows 
the book. That one textbook 
so large, so old, so beaten up, 
it looks like it belongs in the 
Oakland Museum. Its binding 
is broken, its edges are fray-
ing, the illustrations depict 
cellphones the size of your 
head, and computers bigger 
than your backpack. While 
comical desk ornaments on 
the outside, outdated text-
books have begun to cause 
problems not just with stu-
dents, but teachers and even 
school supplies.

What is supposed to be a 
condensed teaching resource, 
outdated textbooks often 
fail to fulfill the demands of 
teachers. Some subjects, like 
basic sciences, can get by as 
the majority the curriculum 
taught at Tech is comprised of 
widely accepted basic formu-
las and facts. However, the 
curriculum of A-G require-
ment classes like U.S. History 
and Government change 
every few years. Ms. Wolfe, 
one of the AP Government 
teachers, explains how even 
textbooks published in 2006 
can cause problems. she ex-
plains why. “This was printed 

in 2006 which means it was 
written in 2005.” But how 
does this impact the class? 
“It confuses students because 
many concepts and laws have 
changed.” She adds that to 
compensate, teachers must go 
above and beyond, searching 
out new material to fill in the 
gaps where old books leave 
off.

 Spanish teacher Ms. 
Guirao adds that messy and 
outdated books can impact 
students’ motivation. “Stu-
dents don’t feel motivated and 
so engaged in class if they 
have old books. [Students] are 
not encouraged to respect the 
book as a class material be-
cause through all these years 
students keep adding their 
own drawings.” 

When a student opens a 
book for homework, the first 
thing they notice is how old 
the book is. Old materials can 
make students feel like school 
administration has forgot-
ten about them. Moreover, 
teachers are forced to com-
promise by creating their own 
‘textbooks’ out of educational 
resources have had to track 
down and condense. Since 
this is practiced by many 
teachers across the school, 

printing readings every week 
for hundreds of students uses 
up thousands of pieces of pa-
per, dozens of ink cartridges 
and countless staples. 

This might not seem so 
bad but when one considers 
the fact that the very purpose 
of textbooks is to eliminate 
this hassle, one realizes how 
old books contradict the very 
reason they were created. On 
the surface, it would seem 
easy to blame the OUSD. Af-
ter all, that’s where textbooks 
come from. Right? Actually, 
the problem lies deeper than 
that. According to the Cali-
fornia Department of Educa-
tion, The state of California 
must ensure that “whether 
each pupil in the district has 
sufficient textbooks or in-
structional materials.” The 
problem of old textbooks lies 
not locally but at a state level. 
The problem of old books is 
one bigger then Tech and big-
ger than the district. Consid-
ering the multitude of edu-
cational ‘responsibilities’ the 
state has, perhaps, the best bet 
for teachers and students alike 
is to buckle down and turn 
the page - all while hoping it 
doesn’t rip out of the book. 

Decrepit Textbooks Pose Problem for 
Teachers and Students Alike

Photo by Nick Pingitore



PAG E  6 M A RC H  2 0 1 5

Features

By Laurel Hennen Vigil
How many female scientists 

can you name? Sure, there’s 
Marie Curie and… who else? 
How about male scientists? 
That’s easy: There’s Galileo, 
Newton, Einstein, Hawking, 
and the list goes on. Why are 
so many men mentioned in 
science class, while so few 
women are recognized? While 
the apparent lack of female 
role models in this field can 
be discouraging, this isn’t 
because women aren’t making 
pioneering discoveries. In fact, 
women have made some of the 
most important breakthroughs 
in the history of science. Many 
of them just weren’t given 
credit.

It’s ironic that a woman, 
discriminated against be-
cause of her sex, discovered 
what determines sex in the 
first place. Nettie Stevens, a 
geneticist, graduated from 
Stanford University in 1900. 
She then earned a Ph.D. from 
Bryn Mawr College, where 
she studied mealworms and 
identified the X and Y chro-
mosomes which contain the 
DNA that determines sex. Ste-
vens worked with Bryn Mawr 

professor Thomas Morgan, 
and although the discovery 
was ultimately hers, Morgan 
received the Nobel Prize.

Like the importance of 
chromosomes in biology, one 
of the first things we learn in 
chemistry or physics is that 
hydrogen is the most com-
mon element in the universe. 
However, scientists used to 
believe that the stars and 
planets were primarily made 
of heavier elements, that is, 
until Cecilia Payne theorized 
otherwise in 1925. A brilliant 
astrophysicist, Payne attended 
Cambridge University, but was 
denied a degree there (Cam-
bridge only started granting 
degrees to women in 1948). 
She then moved to the United 
States and got a Ph.D. from 
Radcliffe College, Harvard’s 
sister school for women. In 
her dissertation, Payne pro-
posed that hydrogen and he-
lium were far more abundant 
in stars than silicon, carbon, 
or any other element. Astron-
omer Henry Norris Russell 
disputed this theory and then 
went on to publish a paper 
four years later that made the 
exact same argument. Since 

then, it has been Russell who 
most often receives credit for 
this revolutionary finding.

A few years after Payne 
determined what the universe 
is made of, another female 
scientist was instrumental in 
the discovery of the structure 
of an essential part of the 
human body: DNA. Rosalind 
Franklin, a chemist and X-ray 
crystallographer, conducted 
X-ray diffraction analysis at 
King’s College, London in the 
early 1950s. In January 1953, 
her research partner showed 
one of Franklin’s DNA X-ray 
images to James Watson, a 
Cambridge scientist who was 
working on DNA research 
with Francis Crick. This image 
was key in Watson and Crick’s 
model of the DNA double 
helix, completed in March of 
that same year. It is Watson 
and Crick, and not Rosalind 
Franklin, who are credited for 
the discovery of DNA’s struc-
ture.

Fortunately, things are 
changing for women in sci-
ence, technology, engineer-
ing, and math (STEM). As 
more and more women go 
into STEM fields, their con-

tributions increasingly gain 
recognition and respect. We 
are far from from equality, and 
will not reach it unless wom-
en must continue to fight for 

opportunities. But, hopefully, 
female scientists who make 
groundbreaking discoveries 
in the future will receive the 
credit they deserve.

Remembering Forgotten Women In Science

By Adrian Napolitano
In the Bay Area, it seems 

like everything is expensive. 
From five-dollar coffees to 
million-dollar homes, a good 
bargain often seems as rare as a 
Republican. 

Here are some good, cheap 
restaurants in Oakland: Shan 
Dong Restaurant on 10th street 
in Oakland’s Chinatown. You 
can get a huge serving of hand-
made combination chow mein 
for under $10. The dumplings 
are also delicious, and since 
they’re made on site, you can 
take some home with you on 
the way out. 

A second tasty place to eat  
is Ahn’s Quarter Pound Burger 
on Grand Avenue right next 
to Lake Merritt. Although 
they have recently been closed 
for reconstruction, they are 
expected to reopen soon. After 
a movie at the beautiful art-de-
co Grand Lake Theatre, which 
is $5 for matinees every day of 
the week, go to Ahn’s Quarter 
Pound for classic American 
food. Order a cheeseburger for 
under $5 and crinkle-cut fries 
and milkshakes for under $3. 
It has a wide menu, including 
various American breakfast 
foods. Ahn’s Quarter Pound is 

a wonderful place to indulge 
without breaking the piggy 
bank. 

Another great place serves 
two very different types of 
cuisine, Mexican and Vietnam-
ese, under one roof for some of 
the cheapest prices in Oakland. 
Tacos Valaparaiso/Saigon Deli 
Sandwich is located on 14th 
Avenue in East Oakland. They 
sell some of the best tacos and 
bahn mi sandwiches in Oak-
land. The al pastor tacos and 
the barbecue chicken bahn 
mi sandwich are especially 
well done. The bahn mis are 
$3.50, which is even lower than a sandwich at Primavera, 

and the tacos are $1.50 each. 
The restaurant also serves rice 
plates and burritos. The owner 
is extremely friendly and you 
might even get to sample a free 
taco as you wait in line. 

The last recommendation 
is an Oakland staple, but still 
deserves recognition for keep-
ing prices low in a neighbor-
hood with extremely expensive 
restaurants. Zachary’s Chica-
go Pizza on College Avenue 
simply serves quality pizza. In 
reference to Zachary’s, Naji 
Neshat, an Oakland Tech se-
nior, says, “It’s the bee’s knees.” 

You can get slices for $4 each. 
For places close to Oakland 
Tech, you can’t go wrong with 
TrueBurger or Primavera. The 
cheesy TrueBurger is delicious 
and pretty reasonably priced 
at $7, while the hot pastrami 
sandwich at Primavera, around 
$5, is incredible.

Check out these restaurants 
from many Oakland neighbor-
hoods that capture our city’s 
soul. After all, it’s a treat to be 
able to explore and enjoy all 
the food Oakland has to offer.

Restaurants That Will Satisfy Your Taste Buds and Your Wallet

     How can it be that even my SOLID GOLD NUGGETS can’t afford this prom?!?!       By E’Niyah Wilson

Photo by Rosa Gutierrez

Illustration by Isabel Burgos
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Opinion

By Anonymous 
1. Dear Alice,
My best friend and I just 

got into an argument, and 
now we haven’t talked to each 
other in weeks. We have a lot 
of classes together and and 
she keeps avoiding me when I 
try to talk to her. How can we 
get past this?  
Sincerely,  
A Frusterated Friend 

Dear Frusterated Friend 
Friendships are tough. It is 
a hard thing to show you 
acknowledge their need to 

space but are still there for 
them. But it’s important 
that if your friend has been 
avoiding you, you respect 
their feelings and give them 
that much needed space. Feel 
free to let your friend know 
what you are doing and slip 
in little hints that you’re there 
for them when they feel ready 
to talk. And this break doesn’t 
only have to be for them, it 
can also be a break for you. 
Take some time for your-
self and organize your own 
feelings and thoughts. After 

however much time you feel 
is appropriate, or whenever 
they decide to reach out, try 
to set up a day when both of 
you can talk and catch up. 
Any good relationship will 
find itself back together, no 
matter how much time has or 
has not passed. Sometimes it 
just takes a little time apart to 
understand where someone’s 
coming from and to remem-
ber how important your 
friendship is. Good luck! 

Dear Alice,
My friend just hooked up 

with my ex. It’s fine I’m over 
it, but I confronted my friend 
about it and they lied to my 
face! What can I do? 
Sincerely,  
Mad As Hell 

 
Dear Mad,

I say talk to your friend! 
Chances are, they didn’t mean 
to lie to you. In fact, they were 
probably just afraid of how 
you would react. Admitting to 
a friend about something like 
that can be intimidating and 
may take time. Don’t write off 

a friendship because of some-
thing you think you know. 
Give your friend another 
chance to explain themselves, 
and if they don’t, feel free to 
bring it up yourself.

Questions? Worries? 
Fears? Go to the Ask Alice 
page on oaklandtechscribe.
com and comment anony-
mously (your comments will 
only be visible to the editorial 
board, or email editor@oak-
landtechscribe.com

By Dagmawi Fasil
One of the most disputed 

topics in the realm of contem-
porary politics is the issue of 
income inequality. Educational 
inequality, however, must first 
be addressed before this topic. 
Huge educational disparities 
can be spotted throughout the 
nation and even here, in our 
own district. For instance, why 
is it that poor students—who 
need a top education the most 
—often attend low-performing 
schools while wealthy students 
have all the options granted 
to them? If properly funded 
school vouchers were given to 
Oakland’s students, I am con-
fident that this district would 
see increased graduation and 
college acceptance rates, and 
thus a potential decrease in 
poverty overall.

A school voucher is a 
voucher with a specified 
dollar amount that is given 

to a family according to how 
many of its children are in a 
school district. The amount 
determined for each voucher 
is usually based on how much 
the state spends per student. 
Currently on a different pro-
gram, California spends about 
$9,100 per student. This would 
not be enough money to make 
the voucher program effective. 
A voucher’s biggest purpose is 
to create competition among 
schools, but with an amount 
as small as $9,100, students 
would not even be able to 
cover a third of the tuition 
at Head Royce ($35,455), a 
private school in Oakland. For 
a California voucher system to 
be competitive, each vouch-
er would need to be at least 
$44,100. Some may ask where 
the money would money come 
from. Since California’s prison 
system currently spends about 
$71,000 per prisoner,  just 

cutting this budget in half to 
spend on education would be 
sufficient and would allow the 
vouchers to become competi-
tive. California needs to invest 
in the future of students rather 
than the imprisonment of its 
citizens, so I think making 
these cuts will serve Califor-
nians better in the long run.

With adequately funded 
vouchers, students from all 
over Oakland would have the 
opportunity to attend any 
school they desire, and there 
would be competition among 
schools to stay open. It would 
become a very simple system: 
vouchers would force failing 
schools to close and those that 
stayed open would provide 
better education while still 
offering competitive prices. 
Overall, the system would 
benefit both school districts 
and taxpayers because no 
money would be spent on 

failing schools. 
Critics of the system claim 

that it isn’t fair that some 
schools are forced to close 
simply for low performance. 
But I counter: is it fair that 
poor children do not get the 
same educational opportuni-
ties as their wealthy counter-
parts? The answer is no, and 
it is time that California allow 
its students to attend whatever 

schools they desire. Cities 
like Washington, D.C. and 
Milwaukee are already using 
the voucher system, and are 
experiencing increased grad-
uation rates and test scores. In 
the end, vouchers provide stu-
dents with the best education 
possible, they can strengthen 
our economy, and they can 
reduce the income gap that is 
hurting the American people.

Ask Alice: Friendships and Exes 

School Vouchers: Good For All?
Illustration by Isabel Burgos

By Omar Abdul-Rahim
It is springtime, and juniors 

across the nation have geared 
up to face standardized tests, 
like the SAT and ACT, that are 
necessary for college admis-
sion. These exams may be 
daunting but are by no means 
unconquerable. 

Here are a few tips on how 
to crack those tests:

Process of Elimination 
Use the multiple-choice format 
of the test to your advantage. 
More often than not, the test 
service will offer absolutely 
ridiculous answer options to 
questions. Eliminate these 
immediately to vastly improve 
your score potential.

Don’t Be Afraid to Guess 
Guessing has a stigma in the 
academic world that is com-
pletely warranted. However, 

guessing just might save you 
on these tests. It is important 
to remember the that an incor-
rect answer on the ACT is not 
penalized and that one on the 
SAT is only penalized a quarter 
of a point. Smart guessing, in 
unison with process of elimi-
nation, will yield a higher score 
than you would have gotten by 
leaving answer slots blank.

 Bring a Watch
 Keeping track of time is 

important during standardized 
tests. Make sure to make note 
of the time allotted per section, 
and remember to not get hung 
up on any one question for too 
long. All questions are of equal 
weight, so bringing a watch 
can help maximize your point 
total.

 Relax 
        There are hundreds of 

stories out there about stu-
dents who have panicked and 
choked during these tests; it 
is important to calm down in 

order to do your best. Even if 
you do not perform as well as 
you would like, there are other 
test dates available. Regardless, 

remember these tests are not 
the only factors in the college 
decison.

Four Tips For Doing Well on The SAT and ACT 
Photo by Trevor Harrison
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same question. “I’ve known 
him since sixth grade. We went 
to middle school together,” 
she explained. “At first, I didn’t 
want to believe it. And then I 
started to cry. And, um, then I 
went from crying and I didn’t 
cry all day until I got home.”

On the subject of how Tech 
as a school has responded to 
Davon’s passing, AJ explained, 
“I think they’re, like, respectful 
for the family, cause they don’t 
want like too much attention.”

Another student, referring 
to the team of grief counselors, 
teachers, and administrators 
who have been diligently work-
ing to help freshmen cope with 
the murder, added, “They’ve 
made you feel safe here.”

His classmate Andrew elab-
orated: “I think they’ve done 
pretty well. I mean, everyone 
cares, and it’s been a really 
emotional time, but I think 
they’ve done pretty good.”

Imani, however, expressed 

mixed feelings on the sub-
ject. “I think everyone that 
was affected had a really great 
support system,” she said. “But 
for all the people that, like, 
didn’t know him I felt a lot of 
disrespect. Like sometimes 
when I walked through the 

hall I’d see his posters torn 
down. And then in class when 
people found out I knew him 
they questioned how I’d known 
him.”

Now, several weeks on, Tech 
students and teachers are still 
in the process of healing. AJ 
noted, “I feel a little bit bet-
ter, but I still miss him a lot. 
Davon, he was a great person. 
He always had a smile on his 
face. He was smart.”

Imani added, “I’m okay. I 
mean yesterday I cried a lot, 
but I guess I’m okay. I wrote 
letters to his parents about it 
and hopefully they received 
them. And I’m friends with 
his dad on Instagram, and he 
posted a picture of how much 
stuff they’d gotten from Tech 
students so I was really happy 
that they got our stuff.”

When asked to comment, 
Ms. Tyson, Davon’s freshman 
California Studies teacher, 
stated, “I’m heartbroken. And I 
only had the pleasure of know-
ing Davon for half a year, and 
seeing him for an hour a day. 
So I can’t even imagine what it’s 
like to be his family right now. 
They’re in my thoughts.”

“Still sad, you know, still 
miss him,” Andrew finished 
somberly. “It’s hard to forget 
someone who always had a 
smile on his face. He was really 
funny. A cool, chill guy. He 
didn’t deserve to die.”

drastically. It works out, even 
with fewer hours Percy makes 
more than she did before the 
wage hike. 

But the wage hike has dif-
ferent repercussions for high 
school students who are still 
supported by their parents, and 
adult minimum wage workers 
who must support themselves. 

A worker at Oakland’s True-
Burger, who chose to remain 
anonymous, brings a different 
perspective to the wage raise. 
TrueBurger has to raise prices 
slightly, “but my hours have 
stayed the same” says the em-
ployee. “Finally it’s progress,” 
she says when asked how she 
felt about the wage hike. “I’ve 

worked minimum wage jobs 
for a long time and it’s nice to 
know we’re being paid fairly.” 
But the TrueBurger employ-
ee, like many self-sustaining 
minimum wage employees 
in Oakland is worried about 
the cost of “living going up. 
I’m worried that now if more 
people have more money rent 

is going to be raised.” If this 
becomes reality, an effort that 
was intended to help increase 
worker prosperity may have 
unforeseen consequences.  But 
for now, she is optimistic about 
the new minimum wage and is 
excited to see its impact on her 
life and on Oakland. 

The wage has only been 

at this new height for a short 
amount of time. It will be 
interesting to see the long term 
effects on the workers and the 
city, but for now, workers seem 
to be rightfully benefitting 
from the new, higher wage. 

 

New Minimum Wage: Higher Pay and Higher Rent

Student’s Death Stuns Tech Community
(Continued from page 1)

“It’s hard to forget 
someone who always 
had a smile on his 
face.”-Andrew

Photo by Ileana Terrazas

subjects and finding what 
you like,” said Senior Marta 
Garcia. “It doesn’t make sense 
for a 15-year-old to choose a 
career – we should have the 
opportunity to try a little of 
everything instead of being re-
stricted by an academy track.”

And what about stu-
dents who wish to enter the 
blue-collar economy or pursue 
a future that does not involve 
technical preparation for a 
career?

“Some students simply are 
not interested in the type of 
careers advertised by acade-
mies,” said Senior Colin Liu. 

“What if I want to be a car-
penter? Or a garbageman? Or 
be in the Marines?”

Recent evidence suggests 
that linked learning pathways 
do provide a better educa-
tional experience. Last year 
a School Quality Review for 
Oakland Tech, the first in 
several years, revealed that 
academy pathway classes con-
sistently outstrip ninth grade, 
general and special education 
classes by up to 70 percent 
in several goals:“Curriculum 
reflecting an academic push 
from the teacher to have all 
students progress far and at-

tain high levels of mastery,” 
“teachers share that skills such 

as peer collaboration and 
organization help prepare stu-
dents to be successful in col-
lege and career,” and “students 
connect how their learning in 
class prepares them for future 
college and/or career opportu-
nities.”

According to the School 
Quality Review, academies 
provide a better education 
that is not accessible to the 
majority of the school. Yet 
the disparity is an example of 
another challenge: students in 
academies are given access to 
a better learning environment.

 Students at the last 

Youth Leadership Forum in 
February said that students in 
academies have higher status 
and are given more opportuni-
ties,  while general education 
students are often devalued 
and given lower priority.

The public seems largely in 
favor of more academies and 
linked learning programs, as 
evidenced by the passing of 
Measure N, which will gen-
erate $13 million per year for 
academy-centered spending. 

New Goals for Academies Raise Questions
(Continued from page 1)

“It doesn’t 
make sense for 
a 15-year-old to 
choose a career – 
we should have the 
opportunity to try 
a little of every-
thing instead of 
being restricted by 
an academy track.”

-Marta Garcia

(Continued from page 1)


