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With Murder of 

Tech Student

Intel Donates $5 Million For Tech 
Computer Science Program

By Trevor Harrison

             Photo by Trevor Harrison
Teachers Union Reaches Tentative Agreement with District 

Teachers stage a grade in to protest low pay and high case load of special education students (Page 7)

This past month, tech gi-
ant Intel announced its plan 
to invest five million dol-
lars over the next five years 
in two Oakland Unified 
School District high schools, 
McClymonds and Oakland 
Tech.

 The move is part of a 
pilot program to teach the 
next generation of Ameri-
cans valuable computer and 
technology skills in prepara-
tion for jobs in Silicon Val-
ley. The program is part of a 
growing push in the white- 
and-asian-male-dominated 
tech industry of Silicon 
Valley for more female and 
minority hires. 

Mr. Onyeador, head of 
the computer academy, says 
that the ultimate goal of the 
program is inclusion. 

“Increasing access and 
being able to breach this 
digital divide is our first 
goal.”

 Achieving this goal will 
include expanding Oakland 
Tech’s computer program to 
include more teachers, more 
facilities, and thus more 
students. Asked as to why he 
thought Oakland Tech was 
picked for this incredible 
program 

Mr. Onyeador explained 
that Tech’s computer pro-
gram is one of the oldest in 
the region, turning twenty 
years old next year. 

This isn’t the first time 
Tech’s academy has been 
picked for a program like 
this, as in 2001, Tech was 
chosen as the first school to 
be a part of Oracle’s Internet 

Academy. 
Intel has promised to help 

design the curriculum, train 
teachers and  provide new 
computers to the 2,400 stu-
dents who will be involved. 
The program intends to send 
600 students from Oakland 
Technical High and Mccly-
monds High School to com-

puter science and engineer-
ing departments in college. 
These students will become 
Intel scholars and will receive 
scholarships and internships 
to pave their way into Silicon 
valley.

Intel’s initiative in Oak-
land is planned as a pilot for 
similar programs around the 

By Joseph Harmon
During this final marking pe-

riod, there have been a few new 
additions to the honor roll lists 
on the ground floor. 

They have bigger fonts and 
brighter colors, and only say 
names rather than GPAs. They 

demand attention. They’re 
brought to you by the Black and 
Latino Student Unions here at 
Tech.

For years, the Oakland Uni-
fied School District has strug-
gled to close the achievement 
gap that exists between students 

of different ethnicities, patterns 
where students of certain eth-
nic groups are achieving higher 
GPAs and test scores and others 
are not. OUSD launched its Af-
rican American Male Achieve-
ment years ago in 2010, which 
provides positive role models for 

Jesse Jackson urges Tech Students to go to work hard in school.

By Matthew Murphy

             Photo by Trevor Harrison

Three months after the 
death of Davon Ellis, an 
Oakland Tech freshman, 
the police have charged a 
suspect with his murder.

Donald D. Higgins, a 
28-year-old San Leandro 
man, was arrested on May 
5 and charged with Ellis’ 
murder and the attempt-
ed murder of two of his 
friends. 

Ellis, an honor roll 
student at Oakland Tech 
who played on the football 
team, was shot on Feb. 28 
in the Fruitvale district 
of Oakland when he was 
walking to the store with 
two friends, according to 
police. Ellis was 14.

The killing shocked 
Oakland Tech students and 
teachers, many of whom 
were relieved to hear the 
news that a suspect had 
been apprehended.

“I am encouraged to 
think police are investigat-
ing and I hope it brings the 

family some closure,” said 
Jessica Tyson, Ellis’ Califor-
nia studies teacher.

Oakland Tech set up a 
memorial board for Ellis 
in a north-wing hallway 
where students could pay 
tribute to him. Friends put 
up photos and news stories 
about the tragedy.

Authorities started look-
ing for Higgins on March 
1 after his car was spotted 
by police and identified as 
the vehicle from which a 
gunman had shot at five 
victims

In an interview with 
ABC-TV News after Hig-
gins’ court appearance, 
Christopher Ellis, Davon’s 
father, said, “I’m happy, I’m 
happy. It’s finally some jus-
tice dealing with my son’s 
murder.” 

Higgins had a shootout 
with police officers before 
he was finally found at his 
mother’s house and arrest-
ed, police said. Oakland 

(Ellis continues on Page 8)
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Dates to 
Remember

June 5-Senior Sunset

June 7- An All White Affair

June 8-PTSA Meeting

June 9-11th - Finals 

June 10 - 2015 Graduation 

June 11- Last Day of School 
 

June 12 -Teacher Appreciation 
Luncheon 

June 12-Summer

News

 
     Sports 
Calendar 

Go Warriors!
 

FROM THE WEB 
Last month, we asked

readers in an online poll: 

Who should be on the front of 
the twenty-dollar bill? 

0% said: Adrew Jackson
8% said: Eleanor Roosevelt

31% said: Rosa Parks 
54% said: Harriet Tubman 
0% said:Wilma Mankiller 

0% said: Other

Visit
oaklandtechscribe.com

now to vote in our latest poll:
 

What programs at Tech most 
need $5 million? 

 By Trevor Harrison
 Oakland Tech grad-

uate, Rosa Petterson chose 
University of California Santa 
Cruz in part because of its 
reputation as an enclave for 
student activism and social 
justice, but in March the 
university suspended her for 
participating in a protest that 
blocked a highway. 

“The university’s slogan 
is ‘the original authority on 
questioning authority,’ “ said 
Petterson, who graduated from 
Tech last June. “How  can it say 
that and have such a repressive 
attitude towards student activ-
ism and student protest?” 

Petterson was one of six 
UC Santa Cruz students who 
stopped traffic for three hours 
on Route 1 and Highway 17 on 
March 3 by chaining them-
selves together with pipes 
and concrete-filled trashcans. 
Eighty-five police officers, in 
addition to a police helicop-
ter, responded to the protest 
and arrested the students after 
removing them from the trash 
cans with power saws.  The 
protesters now face a year and 
a half suspension from the 
university and a 30-day prison 
sentence although they are 
fighting both. 

The demonstration was part 
of 96 hours of action at UC 
Santa Cruz, UC Berkeley and 
UC Davis to protest tuition 
hikes and police violence, two 
issues that for Petterson and 
other student protesters at UC 
Santa Cruz are very closely 
related. 

According to the California 
Budget Project, the state of 
California spends $62,300 a 
year on one inmate in prison 
and $9,100 per student per 
year.

“Whenever we had any 
kind of action protesting these 
tuition hikes the response 
would be police violence,” 
Petterson said. “It is very clear 
going to Oakland Tech that 
there is not a huge amount of 
funding for public education. 
Oakland’s teachers are paid 
nothing.” 

Petterson and the five 
other students involved in the 
protest chose to block a high-
way because “it makes people 
pay attention,” Petterson said. 
“Across the country, it has been 
a tactic that people are increas-
ingly using because we realize 
that just marching around a

Tech Graduate Arrested For Protesting

street doesn’t actually change 
anything.”

However, not everyone 
agrees with the protesters. A 
petition to UCSC Chancel-
lor George Blumenthal that 
was signed by 4,332 people 
urged for the expulsion of the 
six students, saying that “the 
action of the UCSC students 
put the whole community 
in danger.” It went on to say 
that “many of the Santa Cruz 
community members missed 
medical appointments, lost 
wages and were not able to 
get their children due to the 
unlawful blocking of Hwy 17.” 

Scott Hernandez-Jason, 
a spokesmen for UCSC, 
explained the university’s po-
sition  in an email. “UC Santa 
Cruz does have a rich history 
of protest that continues to 
this day.... However, cam-
pus leaders do not support 
protests that infringe on the 
rights of others.” 

Petterson and her fellow 
protesters have filed suit 
against the university. One of 
the key issues is whether the 
school has the right to take 
action against them for events 
that occurred outside of the 
school. Petterson cited a 
survey of 437 students con-
ducted by the Student Opin-
ion Center, a group of UCSC 
graduate students. It showed 
that although 70 percent 
of respondents thought the 
protest method was wrong, 
84 percent believed that the 
university should not punish 
students for an off-campus 

protest. 
However, Hernandez-Jason 

said, “Where it significant-
ly impacts the community, 
off-campus conduct is prop-
erly subject to the university’s 
student conduct process.” He 
added that “hosts of parties 
that disrupt neighbors have 
been subject to campus disci-
plinary proceedings.”

The lawsuit by the six pro-
testers also contests the con-
stitutionality of the univer-
sity’s disciplinary procedure. 
Petterson claims that she was 
not allowed representation 
in her hearing, and she was 
not informed of the charges 
brought against her.

Some faculty at Tech take 
Petterson’s side. Tania Kap-
pner, a social science teacher, 
remembered Petterson as 
being someone who “stood up 
for the rights of LGBTQ stu-
dents and people in general.” 

“Any protest action off 
campus should have nothing 
to do with her right to get an 
education there,” Kappner 
said.

Petterson still aspires to 
go back to UCSC and she 
hopes that media attention 
that the university has gotten 
will encourage it to be more 
lenient in the appeal process. 
The university has also been 
under a Title IX investigation 
for mishandling sexual assault 
cases.  

“One of the things this 
did,” Petterson said, “is it 
highlighted the way the uni-
versity seems to be very effec-

tive at suspending and having 
swift consequences against 
students who are protesting 
but not students who sexually 
assault other students.” 

Petterson also hopes for 
a reduced sentence.  She is 
transgender and she worries 
that if she does go to prison 
she will be put in solitary con-
finement for much if not all of 
her sentence.  

“This is something that 
happens with increasing 
regularity across the country, 
that transgender people are 
placed against our will in sol-
itary confinement,” Petterson 
said. “Supposedly it’s to keep 
us safe, but there is also less 
oversight or visibility about 
what the jail is doing to you. It 
is just terrorizing and trau-
matizing to be locked up in a 
room with no one else, against 
your will, for long periods of 
time.” 

Petterson does believe that 
the protest had some suc-
cess; tuition hikes for in-state 
students have been suspended 
till the 2017-18 academic year. 
However, she acknowledges it 
is only a partial victory as tu-
ition for out-of-state students 
has continued to rise and pen-
sions  for some on-campus 
workers have been cut.  

“I don’t think the question 
is whether something is suc-
cessful,” she said, “it’s whether 
it is building a movement for 
change and our action was 
one part of that.”

Rosa Petterson was arrested and suspended from UC Santa Cruz for  blocking a highway.
Photo by Trevor Harrsion 
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Security Officer Keeps Oakland Tech Safe

Tech Students Join East Bay Bike Party’s Rides
By Drew Levitt
The second Friday of every 

month summons hundreds of 
“cyclists” from around the Bay 
Area. Now, they are not cy-
clists in the traditional sense. 
In place of spandex, sports 
gels, and competition are 
funky costumes, homemade 
tamales (carried in a heated, 
jerry-rigged bike trailer), and a 
grooving sense of community. 
People regardless of age, race, 
and gender come out once a 
month to suit-up, roll-out, and 
party hard!

The ride usually starts at an 
East Bay Bart Station, allowing 
anybody with access to public 
transportation and a bicycle 
to come out and ride. All rides 
usually have a theme of sorts, 
ranging from the traditional 
October “zombie apocalypse” 
ride to a 90s pop culture 
“punk and funk” experience. 
Arriving at the start early 
allows one to fully admire the 

outrageous costumes. 
Around the 8:30 roll time, 

volunteers run around touting 
route maps and directions in 
case of unexpected stops (and 
corner store snack runs). At 
last, the bullhorn sounds, sig-
naling the group to roll out. 

While riding in a group 
for the first time can be a little 
unnerving, the pace is kept at 
a comfortable cruising speed. 
The dynamic, mobile party 
is lead by volunteers with a 
giant, neon green flags, signi-
fying the front of the group. 
Surrounding the front are 
volunteers who stop at turns, 
stop signs, and major intersec-
tions to ensure that everybody 
makes it through safe. 

As if riding en mass 
through the middle of Oak-
land wasn’t exciting enough, 
it is really the cool tunes and 
blazing lights that make Bike 
Party such a cool experience. 
In a brilliant display of artistic 
talent and engineering genius, 

a group of bike partiers have 
transformed old baby trail-
ers, welded custom racks, or 
even duct-taped to their bikes, 
massive speakers and strings 
of Christmas lights usually 
powered by multiple car bat-
teries. There is always a variety 
of music, ranging from classic 
rock, funk, rap, alternative, 
and even traditional Mexican 
Mariachi. Riders are free to 
ride right behind their music 
of choice, grooving to awe-
some tunes while exploring 
the Bay Area.

Twice during the ride, Bike 
Party will stop at large pub-
lic spaces (usually parks) for 
“party stops.” Here, people 
can be seen chatting it up, or 
getting down at any of the 
mini-parties surrounding the 
speaker bikes. As per their 
rules, Bike Party adheres to a 
strict “pack your trash poli-
cy,” enforced with a specially 
designed recycle-bike, where 
people may deposit their cans 

and bottles.
While the community be-

hind E.B.B.P. intends it to be a 
large, fun, rolling street festi-
val, there are inherent risks, as 
there are with all the coolest 
things in life (so wear a hel-
met). Don’t let this burn your 
brakes though, Oakland Tech 
Junior, Karl Keck had fun at 
the last party, describing it as a 
“First Friday on wheels”...

 “It was a very chill event,” 
he recollects. “Everyone’s just 
there to have a good time.” He 
does, however, recommend 
bringing a few friends on the 
first time “both as a precau-
tionary measure, and just to 
share the party experience.” 
So, if you like adventure, bikes, 
parties, and loud music, grab 
some friends and head out to 
East Bay Bike Party!

Nick Pingitore
Ask any of the administra-

tors or school security guards 
and they’ll tell you that one 
of their top priorities is the 
safety of students. Because 
the school population shifts 
every year, administrators 
must adapt to changes with 
new discipline policies as well 
as changing their tactics. To 
find out exactly how these po-
lices have changed, the Scribe 
caught up with Fred Trotter, 
the head School Security 
Officer. 

Scribe: “So Fred, do you 
have a specific goal you keep 
in mind while you are work-
ing?”

Fred: “Yes I do. And that 
goal is…to make every kid go 
to class.”

Scribe: “Haha, jokes aside, 
how have you seen the safe-
ty of Tech change over the 
years?”

Fred: “Okay, from ‘03 
to now, it was worse in the 
beginning. In the beginning, 
I was dealing with young 
adults. Now, I deal with a lot 
of immature teenagers. Kids 
now are more childish, they 
do a lot of playful things…As 
far as safety wise, it’s better.”

Scribe: “That makes sense. 
So how is you job different 
from a school policeman?”

Fred: “I’m a little bit more 
active than they are. Even if 
I was a cop, the kids would 
know me, respect me, and be 
cool with me, because I would 
get out and be more sociable 
to them. Because if they know 
who I am, they believe and 
trust in me when they have 
problems.”

Scribe: “Considering 
that, have there been any big 
changes in your job?”

Fred: “There have. They 
are going to implement more 
social justice things...“

Scribe: “What do you 
mean by that?”

Fred: “Instead of suspen-
sion, there are other alterna-
tives to suspension, which 
is okay. But listen, if this is a 
village, if this is a community 
and we raise all these kids like 
we would in our own homes, 
if you had a child who did 
something against the rules 
you would discipline them…
but if you have no discipline, 
when young adults mature 
to men and women, and all 
your doing is alternatives to 
discipline, when they get into 
the real world, that doesn’t 
teach them what it’s going to 
be like. So are we educating 
them or are we a pipeline to 
prison?”

Scribe: “Well that’s as-

suming the discipline in the 
outside world is fair.”

Fred: “Yeah, but you got to 
look at it for what it is. Why 
do we only think people’s lives 
matter when police are killing 
them. They should matter 
when they are in school. We 
should educate these kids to 
know there is a consequence 
for their actions. You cannot 
go through life cussing out 
teachers and principals and 
think that the world will pat 
you on your back…we as an 
educational system need to 
stop sending these false mes-
sages and prepare our kids for 
reality in high school.”

Scribe: “So how do we do 
that?”

Fred: “We need to really 
truly focus on social justice 
from elementary through 
middle school and in high 
school prepare people for true 
life and college…how would I 
deal with this? For one thing, 
as a district, we need to make 
parents accountable for their 
own children.”

Scribe: “So more parent 
involvement?”

Fred: “That’s correct. If 
you want to change things, 
make it mandatory that if a 
kid is going to be suspended, 
do in house suspension, but 
in order for the kid to not go 

home, make that parent come 
into school and sit in class for 
at least 2 days. Suspend that 
parent! Because at the end of 
the day, that parent is going to 
need to go to work.”

Scribe: “Any final advice?”
Fred: “I got in this busi-

ness, I love what I do, I 
thought I could save the 
world but I can’t. But I can 
save a few. If every adult here 
reached 2 people, we would 
save the majority of the 
school.”

Photo by Molly Hetherwick 

Photo courtesy of Karl Keck
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By Laurel Hennen Vigil
      If you’ve ever taken a 

United States history class, you 
know that the Great Depression 
was one of the darkest periods 
of our nation’s past. By 1932, a 
quarter of American workers 
were unemployed, throwing 
millions of families into crush-
ing poverty.

Not everything about the 
1930s was terrible, though. In 
fact, this time of great suffering 
actually led to the creation of 
some of Oakland’s most iconic 
landmarks, many of which we 
still enjoy today. 

After his inauguration in 
1933, President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt implemented a 
massive public works program 
called the New Deal, which 
provided jobs for as many as 
ten million desperate Amer-
icans. One of the New Deal 
programs that had a large im-
pact on Oakland was the Works 
Progress Administration, or 
the WPA. This year is the 80th 
anniversary of the WPA, which 
was established in May of 1935 
and created a variety of jobs, 
from the utilitarian to the cre-

ative. 
Indeed, the WPA underwrote 
the Federal Theater Project, 
which provided jobs for actors, 
directors, and writers. WPA 
workers also created many pub-
lic art projects, several of which 
are in Oakland, including the 
beautiful marble murals in the 
County Courthouse and the 
waterfall cascade sculpture in 
Joaquin Miller Park. 

Beyond creative projects, 
a surprising number of the 
structures that are a key part 
of Oakland’s urban landscape 
would not exist without the 
WPA.  For example, the stately 
“Greco Deco” Alameda County 
Courthouse on the Western 
shore of Lake Merritt was a 
WPA project, as were several 
of Oakland’s public schools, 
including Sherman Elementary, 
Chabot Elementary, and Pied-
mont Avenue Elementary. Have 
you visited Montclair Park, or 
the Morcom Rose Garden near 
Grand Avenue? These verdant 
oases were built by WPA work-
ers. 

The WPA, along with the 
Public Works Administration, 

is also responsible for import-
ant transportation channels 
such as Skyline Boulevard 
in the Oakland hills and the 
Caldecott Tunnel.

An excellent example of a 
WPA project that still provides 
entertainment and inspiration 
for many Oaklanders is the 
Woodminster Amphitheater in 
Joaquin Miller Park. Nestled in 
the Oakland hills, this 1500-
seat open-air theater hosts a se-
ries of fun musicals every sum-
mer. This year’s shows include 
Mary Poppins (July 10-19), The 
Producers (August 7-16), and 
Aida (September 4-13). More 
details can be found at wood-
minster.com.

Woodminster and the many 
other creations of the WPA 
demonstrate that even in the 
midst of one of the worst crises 
in our history, the American 
government and people were 
capable of coming together to 
create landmarks that are still 
a part of our city, and our lives, 
80 years later. 

For more information and 
a map of local WPA projects, 
visit livingnewdeal.org.

Oakland History: Depression-Era WPA Projects Still 
Add to Local Culture

By Jessica Gagliardi
It’s almost summer, which 

means it’s almost time to sleep 
in, hang out at the beach with 
your friends, and not wor-
ry about homework for two 
whole months. It also means 
that it’s time for the busiest 
movie season of the year, with 
the biggest studios pulling out 
the biggest guns to get you into 
the theater to watch their next 
action flick or romantic com-
edy.

Most of the movie industry 
targets us high-school age kids 
who are the most likely to shell 
out $10 to spend two and a 
half hours in a movie theater 
on a regular basis. Luckily for 
us, so far it’s shaping up to be 
one of the best summer mov-
ie seasons in recent memory, 
with a good balance of sequels, 
revamps, and new concepts.

We’ve already seen the 
Marvel movie empire wield its 
power in Avengers 2, which 
kicked off the summer movie 
season on May 1st by pro-
viding an action-packed flick 
with enough crowd-pleasing 
one-liners and plot twists (plus 
hidden gems that only dedi-
cated fans will notice) to make 
$191.3 million during opening 

weekend. Then Mad Max: Fury 
Road brought moviegoers 
into a futuristic dystopia and 
provided us with one of the 
most epic female action heroes 
in movie history, which is truly 
refreshing in the testoster-
one-overloaded world of the 
action genre.

Going to see either of these 
movies would be well worth 
your while, but there are also 
a lot of other promising sum-
mer flicks on the horizon. 
Tomorrowland (out now!), 
starring George Clooney, calls 
for optimism and hope in an 
increasingly cynical world as 
it follows the story of a girl 
who gains access to a futuristic 
world where anything seems 
possible. 

Fans of the Insidious fran-
chise eagerly await Insidious: 
Chapter 3 (June 5), the third 
installment in the popular 
horror series about people pos-
sessed by terrifying demons. 

Then comes the much-an-
ticipated Jurassic World (June 
12), yet another revamp based 
on Michael Crichton’s original 
novel. It already looks prom-
ising, at least to surpass other 
Jurassic Park remakes, and 
with rising action star Chris 

Pratt as the leading man, it is 
sure to draw large crowds to 
theaters opening weekend. For 
the voices inside everyone’s 
heads, Pixar brings us Inside 
Out (June 19), an animated 
movie about a girl dealing with 
her emotions–joy, anger, dis-
gust, fear and sadness–as her 
family prepares to move across 
the country.  

Finishing up the larger-
than-life array of summer ac-
tion movies is Ant-Man (July 
17), which will star Paul Rudd 
as the smaller-than-life titular 
hero. Since Ant-Man is owned 
by Marvel, there is much 
speculation around whether 
or not Rudd will be joining 
the already burgeoning cast 
for the final installments of the 

Avengers franchise in upcom-
ing summers. The movie just 
might provide eager fans with 
some answers.

Whatever your movie-going 
style is, there will definitely be 
something in theaters for you 
this summer. Once school gets 
out, be sure to head to your 
local theater for some summer 
movie fun!

A Look Forward At Summer Movies
Photo courtesy of Walt Disney Studios

Photo courtesy of Hitchster
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By Sophia Taylor
Each month, I will cover a 

different show I think is worth 
watching non-stop

With his series, Veronica 
Mars, screenwriter Rob Thom-
as creates a modern day Nancy 
Drew story. Not to be mistaken 
with the recent (and terrible) 
film sequel, the television show 
uncovers mysteries that are 
actually interesting. 

Set in Neptune, California, 
a fictional town greatly divided 
along class lines, the show is 
centered around the endeav-
ors of Veronica Mars (Kristen 
Bell), a sarcastic and incredibly 
talented high schooler who 
moonlights as a private inves-
tigator. Although originally a 

member of the wealthiest and 
most popular clique at Nep-
tune High, the “09ers”, Veroni-
ca’s life turns to shambles after 
the murder of  her best friend, 
Lilly Kane (Amanda Seyfried). 
Ostracized by her old “friends” 
because her father, the ex-Sher-
iff, accused Lilly’s father of the 
murder, Veronica finds solace 
in her casework and eventually 
in her friendship with a new 
student, Wallace (Percy Daggs 
III). The show follows Veronica 
as she finds herself in many 
uncomfortable, and oftentimes 
dangerous, situations while 
solving the problems of her 
classmates and neighbors. 

While the show examines 
multiple cases, the main focus 
of the first season remains the 

murder of Lilly 
Kane.

The fol-
lowing is an 
exchange 
between Ve-
ronica and the 
town deputy. It 
demonstrates 
the witty and 
sarcastic tone 
of the show 
and hints at 
the hilarious 
and ongoing 
feud between 
Veronica and 
Sheriff Don Lamb (Michael 
Muhney). 

(Season 2, Episode 03: 
“Cheatty Cheatty Bang Bang”)

Deputy Sacks: Sheriff wants 

to ask you some questions.
Veronica: My answer was 

final: I will not go to prom with 
him.

Filled with truly surprising 
plot twists and original charac-

ters, Veronica Mars is a show 
that shouldn’t be missed! All 
three seasons can be found on 
Amazon Prime.

Binge-Worthy Show #6: “Veronica Mars”

By Anna Rosenfeld
We all know that Oakland 

often has a negative reputation, 
one that does not come close to 
capturing the strong commu-
nity, diversity, and pride of “the 
town.” 

That is exactly why local 
photographer Stephen Texeira, 
who has lived in Oakland for 
over 20 years, began a photog-
raphy project in 2014 called 
“The Oakland Neighborhood 
Project”– to change Oakland’s 
image both internally and 
externally. Says Texeira, “Oak-
land is the people in it, and my 
photography project attempts 
to show these people to them-
selves and the rest of the world. 
It is ignorance that drives bias, 
prejudice, and discrimination. 
It is ignorance of “other” that 
cheapens and weakens our 
sense of self. My goal with this 
project is to show us ourselves 
through looking at the other, 
and contribute in some small 
way to addressing that igno-
rance.”

 Over the course of 12-18 

months, Texeira is photograph-
ing a person, family, or group 
holding up a message from 
each of Oakland’s 146 neigh-
borhoods. So far, Texeira has 
photographed over 30 neigh-
borhoods, which can be found 
on www.oaklandphoto.org. 
Each post contains a biography 
and shows a different side of 
Oakland, contributing to the 
overall pride that emanates 
from the Oaklanders and their 
stories. 

One of the most creative 
(and cute) photos is of a young 
man, Edgar, with his dog, 
Ender. Representing the Al-
lendale neighborhood, Edgar 
is holding up a sign that reads 
“This city’s stereotypes are as 
bad as the ones about my dog. 
I promise you Oakland will not 
eat your child, it just wants to 
lick you in the face.” 

Another heartwarming pho-
tograph, representing Bushrod, 
features a mother, Catherine 
Smith, and her three children: 
Martell, Kyla, and India, all sit-
ting on the front steps of their 

home, proudly smiling along-
side a sign that says “Family.” 
Born and raised in Bushrod, 
Catherine now raises her own 
family right by many other 
family members who live on 
the same block. To Catherine, 
Oakland is family, and family is 
everything. 

Members of our own Oak-
land Tech community have 
been featured in this project 

as well. Oakland Tech senior 
Raven Bridges was photo-
graphed with her family, 
representing the Chabot Park 
neighborhood. In reference to 
the importance of the project, 
Raven says, “I think the project 
was really conducive to apply-
ing the opinions and feelings of 
real Oakland residents to the 
changing social scales of our 
city.”

Taxeira is actively looking 

for more stories to share, so 
if you or someone you know 
is interested in being photo-
graphed, go to www.oakland-
photo.org/contact.

Words, however, cannot do 
these photos justice, so check 
out the project’s website to see 
for yourself. The people, places, 
and words documented will 
make you feel love and pride 
for our home. 

Oakland Neighborhood Project Showcases 
Beauty and Diversity of Oakland

By Jessica Gagliardi
This is a fun summertime 

recipe that you can easily make 
at home. It’s great for this time 
of year because it’s easy to get 
relatively inexpensive fresh 
peaches and blueberries at your 
local farmers market. It’s so 
good you might eat the entire 
thing yourself, or you can serve 
it to your friends and family 
with vanilla ice cream. Adapt-
ed from Barefoot Contessa at 

Home by Ina Garten.
Ingredients
For the fruit:
6-8 ripe peaches
2 teaspoons grated lemon 

zest
2 tablespoons lemon juice
½ cup granulated sugar
¼ cup all-purpose flour
1 cup fresh blueberries
For the crumble:
1 cup all-purpose flour
⅓ cup granulated sugar
¼ cup light brown sugar, 

lightly packed
½ teaspoon kosher salt
¼ teaspoon ground cinna-

mon
1 stick cold unsalted butter, 

diced
Instructions 
Preheat the oven to 350 

degrees.Slice the peaches into 
thick wedges (sixths or eighths) 
and place them in a large bowl. 
Add the lemon zest, lemon 
juice, granulated sugar, and 
flour. Toss well and then gently 

fold in the blueberries. Allow 
the mixture to sit for about 
five minutes, then pour into a 
large rectangular ceramic or 
glass pan (make sure your pan 
is big enough to hold all of the 
fruit– if not you can split it into 
multiple pans). 

For the crumble topping, 
combine the flour, granulated 
sugar, brown sugar, salt, cin-
namon, and the butter in the 
bowl of an electric mixer with a 

paddle attachment. Mix on low 
speed until the butter is the size 
of peas. Rub the mixture with 
your fingers until it’s in big 
crumbles, then sprinkle evenly 
over the fruit. 

Bake the crumble for 40-
45 minutes, until the top is 
browned and crispy and the 
juices are bubbly. Serve warm 
and enjoy!

Peach and Blueberry Crumble Recipe

Photo courtesy of the Oakland Neighborhood Project

Photo courtesy of Wikimedia
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Favorite Memories Of Senior Year

By Sierra Warrick 
Senior year is an exciting 

time in the life of any high 
school student. It’s the vic-
tory lap, the final chapter in 
a tough academic and social 
career. For some, the thrill-
ing sight of that approaching 
finish line is a signal to start 
slacking off. For others it’s a 
forceful reminder of what’s to 
come: college applications, job 
resumes, financial aid appli-
cations and learning about 
family income and tax returns.

No matter what it entails 
for each individual student, 
however, senior year remains, 
by nature, bittersweet. Few 
would claim to miss standard-
ized state testing, busywork 
assignments, or the hormonal 
drama of high school life. But 
as these final weeks slip by, 
certain things become inevita-
ble. Friends part ways. Stu-
dents say their final goodbyes 
to beloved teachers. The senior 
class as a whole heaves a 
mournful sigh for the sudden 
loss of free, quality education.

And, whether they will ad-
mit it or not, everyone starts to 
miss Tech, at least a little bit.

When asked to describe 
a favorite “senior memory,” 
senior Anna Rosenfeld com-
mented, “One of my favorite 

memories from senior year 
was Senior Sunrise. There 
aren’t that many times when 
we’re all together as a class, so 
it felt really nice to all be there 
on the football field early that 
morning, marking the start of 
our last year together. Much 
love for the class of 2015!”

Thalia Barr-Malec, a grad-
uating senior, expressed fond 
memories of that first Senior 
Class event: “I realized then 
how special and unique Tech 
is and how much I am going 
to miss the Tech community.”

ASB Secretary Keith Wal-
cott offered another memory. 
“My favorite moment of senior 
year,” he explained, “was the 
Homecoming Rally. I felt like 
the school’s pride really came 
together in harmony. It was 
amazing.”

Some students also gave 
note to the earth-shattering 
moment when they received 
the final statuses of their 
college applications. For 
some, that moment was one 
of heartbreak; for others it was 
one of jubilation. All, however, 
expressed a general sense of 
looking to the future with a 
renewed sense of urgency and 
thrill. Receiving those letters, 
any letters, meant taking a step 
towards the real world and 

adult life.
Of course, many of the 

most bittersweet events of 
senior year are yet to come.

Thanks to the hard work of 
Rosemary and all of the senior 
class officers, the Senior Ball 
this year was a memorable ex-
perience, filled with a camara-
derie born of having survived 

four challenging years togeth-
er. Senior Sunset is guaranteed 
to set off the first bouts of 
homesickness and nostalgia. 
And, in the few days leading 
up to graduation, the celebra-
tory atmosphere within the 
graduating Centennial Class 
will surely light the entire Tech 
community with anticipation 

and, above all, intense grati-
tude for the wonderful school 
we all share.

The time comes for every 
student to leave high school 
and enter the adult world. 
The Class of 2015 seems, as 
a whole, more than up to the 
task.

Photo by Emily Percy

By Jade Lounds  
Every year a thousand people 
of color who “have demon-
strated leadership abilities 
through participation in 
community service, extracur-
ricular or other activities” are 
awared the Gates Millenium 
Scholarship which covers all 
unmet need for the cost of any 
college or university. It can be 
renewed every year and gives 
additional financial support 
for grduate studies in fields of 
education, engineering, library 
science, mathmatics, public 
health and science. Tech senior 
Sydney Nguyen was named a 
Gates Millenium Scholar for 
the year of 2015. The following 
is an edited email correspon-
dence about her feelings and 
experiences. 

Q: What has been your most 
positive experience with edu-
cation to date? 

A:I believe that behind any 
successful scholar, there must 
have been at least a dozen 
people providing support in 

countless ways. I have been 
in the OUSD school system 
almost all throughout my edu-
cational career, and although I 
am so proud to be an Oakland 
Student, I do not want people 
to neglect these helping hands, 
but acknowledge and support 
them (higher wages please).  I 
want to personally show my 
gratitude and assure every sin-
gle mentor and educator that 
I will make the most of the 
incredible opportunities I have 
been given.  

Q:How did it feel to open/
receive your congratulations 
letter? 

A:I had just came back from 
a piano lesson only to be greet-
ed by a very large envelope 
from the Gates Millennium 
Scholarship foundation. My 
entire body was trembling and 
I was almost in tears when I 
saw my name on that winning 
certificate. It was a beautifully 
packaged award, and I proba-
bly reopened the folder about 
a million times out of disbelief. 

Q:Have you encountered 
any setbacks? What does this 
scholarship mean to you?  

A: I feel absolutely honored, 
blessed, and privileged to 
have received this award. For 
years, my immigrant parents 
have constantly stressed on 
financing my college education 
as well as my younger sib-
lings future tuition. While my 
parents have sacrificed their 
life in Vietnam only to hope 
to give me and my brothers a 
more equitable life, it breaks 
my heart to learn that after 
years of hustling to find work 
my family still could not afford 
the rising costs of college. 
Because of this, it has always 
been my goal to pay for college 
completely on my own and 
make it less burdensome for 
my parents. So I began work-
ing multiple part time jobs as a 
tutor, recreational aid. and as a 
paid engineering intern for the 
city of Oakland. All on top of 
my extracurricular activities, 
leadership positions, school-

work and family responsibili-
ties. However, this scholarship 
will allow me to concentrate 
more on my studies and not 
having to worry about working 
a full time job while in college 
and enable me to give back to 
my community. This not only 
means a financial security 
for me but is an honor, and 
excellent recognition for all my 
academic and leadership en-
deavors. I am endlessly grate-
ful and only hope that I can 
someday financially contribute 
in the same way the donors 
have contributed to me. 

Q:What are your goals for the 
future?  

A: I am excited to say 
that I will be attending Cal 
Poly San Luis Obispo this 
Fall to pursue a bachelors in 
Architecture degree with an 
intended minor of Comput-
er Science and Sustainable 
Design. Although architecture 
is portrayed as a profession to 
build iconic skyscrapers and 
buildings, I want to take archi-

tectural design to another level 
of function. Throughout my 
high school career, I have been 
the government affairs officer 
for Oakland’s Youth Com-
mision, where I and  fellow 
commissioners tackle youth 
issues, such as human traffick-
ing, and violence prevention, 
all through policy recommen-
dations and more.It was the 
birthplace in which I found my 
passion to help empower and 
advocating for Oakland Youth, 
that developed my interest in 
merging activism and social 
justice with the power of Ar-
chitecture.Ideally, I would like 
to work with underprivileged 
and disenfranchised  commu-
nities at a global scale. Wheth-
er it be refurbishing homes of 
natural disasters, communities 
of violence, I want to make 
myself available in supporting 
and enhancing the quality of 
their lives through design.

Tech Student Named Gates Millenium Scholar



Ju n e  2 0 1 5 PAG E  7

Features

By Jeffery Liang and 
Francisco Tran

Everybody has walked 
across the street for lunch 
before. Whether for various 
teas or chicken and fries at 
Lee’s, the not-so five dollar 
footlongs at Subway, or the 
mass-produced pizzas at 
Purple Pepper Pizza, every-
body who goes to Tech has 
jaywalked across Broadway 
to go and get their much 
needed lunches after the first 
four hours of school. 

But what if the stores dis-
appeared? Perhaps not places 
like Subway or Burger King 
but to trendy, higher priced 
stores. 

This is very possible, as 
the issue of gentrification has 
been a real threat to many 
local businesses and low 
income families in Oakland 
for awhile. 

Places like North Oak-
land (or Temescal, as people 

now call it), Downtown (or 
Uptown), Chinatown, and 
the majority of East Oakland 
are all feeling the effects of 
gentrification. 

Gentrification is the influx 
of wealthier citizens taking 
advantage of the lower prices 
for housing in low income 
neighborhoods, and there-
fore causing landlords to 
raise the prices in their own 
surrounding properties. 

As property prices in-
crease, many iconic stores 
like Lee’s and Purple Pepper 
Pizza could close, unable to 
match increasing prices. 

This is already happening 
today. Unable to pay, many 
Oakland natives have had to 
pack up their things and get 
out to make space for those 
who can. 

“Many places that I’ve 
liked have already disap-
peared,” says Wendy Chen, 
a Chinatown store owner. 

“There used to be a jewelry 
store just across the plaza 
from where I used to work. 
That’s the place me and my 
husband bought our wedding 
rings.” 

Another store owner in 
Hayward, Ivy Liang, also 
faces the threat of losing her 
business due to gentrifica-
tion. 

“The property gets more 
expensive every year,” she 
says. “Having this place is a 
thousand dollars more ex-
pensive than three years ago, 
and it just keeps climbing.” 
So, the thought of local busi-
nesses like Lee’s and Purple 
Pepper Pizza disappearing is 
not unrealistic.

Some think that if this 
happens, places like Chi-
natown, East Oakland, and 
North Oakland will lose their 
Oakland feel, and become 
just another place that these 
gentrifiers think they’re from. 

Gentrification Transforms Face of Oakland  
   Photo By Anya Ku

Teachers’ Union Reaches Tentative Agreement 
Gourmet venues like Blue Bottle are example of the rapid 

changes sweeping Oakland

By Ethan Smith
Oakland Unified School 

District and the Oakland 
Education Association have 
reached a tentative agreement 
for a teacher’s contract. The 
agreement will need to be 
passed by the district’s govern-
ing board and the members of 
the teacher’s union. If ratified, 
the agreement lasts for 3 years, 
from 2014 through 2017. The 

deal is the end of extended ne-
gotiations between the district 
and the teacher’s union. The 
last contract was a single year 
deal that was ratified in June 
2014.

In a press release, Antwan 
Wilson, superintendent of 
OUSD said of the deal, “Oak-
land public school teachers 
and all other OEA unit mem-
bers are poised to receive the 

largest increase in pay in over 
a decade.”

 In a video released by 
OUSDNews, Wilson said that 
“We’ve made investing more 
in our people the number one 
priority of our Strategic Plan.” 
Wilson also indicated that he 
was happy with the results of 
the negotiations, exclaiming, 
“This is truly a win-win, and 
thank you to both sides for 

coming together so effectively 
on behalf of our children.”

OUSD teachers will receive 
an eight percent pay raise over 
the two year term of the deal. 
Counselors will have a lighter 
class load, with a 600:1 student 
to counselor ratio. Many of the 
changes brought about by the 
deal affect elementary school 
class sizes.

 Oakland Tech parent and 

OUSD teacher Marianne 
Williams said of the new deal 
that “it will indirectly help 
students. It will help with 
teacher retention.” Both the 
OUSD board and the OEA are 
expected to ratify the deal this 
summer. On an interesting 
note of coincidence, the ten-
tative deal was signed during 
National Teacher’s Month and 
California’s Teacher’s Day.

A Final Farewell From the Senior Editors of the Scribe 

Working on the Scribe 
has been one of the most 
educational, sometimes 
frustrating, but overall 
rewarding experiences in 
my high school career. Pro-
ducing every issue has been 
challenging at times, but 
seeing our collective work 
on newsprint is a great feel-
ing. Thanks to the Scribe, 
I’ve gained many skills for 

journalism and working in 
a team. To the underclass-
men and future Bulldogs, I 
want you to know that good 
things will not come to you 
automatically - you have to 
go out and look for them, 
you have to work for them! 
With that in mind, if you 
want to do or be something 
- no excuses! I want to see 
you do it.

 

John Oberholzer, Managing Editor E’Niyah Wilson, 
Features Editor

Greetings Earthlings! I’m 
E’Niyah. I’ve been with The 
Scribe for two years and am cur-
rently a Features Editor. From 
the Scribe, I have learned that 
community is easily built when 
you embrace the world with 
open arms, and that deadlines 
will kick your butt if you don’t 
keep up with them. I have also 
learned that Tech contains an 
amazing community of brilliant 
writers and illustrators. Lastly, I 
think I have made my mark here 
by also drawing cartoons for this 
paper. To future Bulldogs: Be 
crazy and be wary; I think this 
is the only time of your life that 
you get to be both, so why not 
go all out?

Anna Rosenfeld, Features Editor

It has been a very memora-
ble experience working on The 
Scribe for the past two years! 
I think it’s really important to 
have a voice for the students 
of our school, and my hope 
for the future is that more 
voices will be heard through 
our newspaper. I have learned 

so much about myself and 
my beautiful city during my 
time at Tech and I will always 
cherish my friendships and 
memories. My advice to future 
Bulldogs would be to enjoy the 
present, because high school 
goes by fast!
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Man Charged With Murder of Tech Student

country. Currently Intel’s U.S. 
workforce is 8% latino, 3.5% 
African American and 24% 
female. However, it hopes to 
change that by recruiting and 
training potential employees 
from diverse areas.

 On Wednesday, the 
Reverend Jesse Jackson came 

to Oakland Tech to announce 
the program, as he has been 
working with Silicon Valley 
leaders in increasing access 
in jobs for urban youth. 
“Somehow, someway, [Silicon 
Valley] has passed over you,” 
he said, noting that despite 
a pool of talent and youth 

in their own backyard, Tech 
companies are looking to 
India and China.

But he and Intel feel that 
this program will expand the 
computer program at Tech 
to include more and more 
students, giving them the 
skills they need for good jobs 

in the tech industry.  Some 
people question the use of the 
money. Elizabeth Haugen, a 
11th grade history and english 
teacher at Tech said Jesse Jack-
son was my first crush and it 
was amazing to be in the same 
room as him, but ultimately 
more money for technology 

isn’t going to help hims solve 
his goals.” However, many 
are optimistic. A five million 
dollar check and a visit from 
Jesse Jackson can make almost 
anyone feel excited for what 
the future has in store.

Intel Spends $5 Million on Tech Computer Science Program

young black men, encourages 
them to do well in school, and 
organizes special classes and 
activities. Part of its focus on 
college readiness also extends 
to recognizing GPAs through 
the honor roll.

“These are the groups that 
the district has worked to 
close the achievement gap on,” 
says Assistant Principal Josue 
Diaz. “The African American 
Honor Roll has been going for 
a while. They’re determined 
by what the students mark in 
the box at registration, what 
they identify as.”

“They hold awards cere-
monies for it. The last one was 
weeks ago,” says Sophomore 
Luwam Collins, showing her 
blue certificate. “They gave 
us these, with our name and 
GPA on them.”

“Only recently,” Mr. Diaz 
continues, “The Latino Stu-
dent Union approached me 
and said, ‘Hey, can we do the 
same thing?’”

Junior Amber Lopez says 
that she appreciates the LSU 
stepping forward to create the 
new honor roll. 

“It makes me feel proud to 
be on the Latino Honor Roll,” 
she says, “Because we’re not 
usually compared to other 
races....It shows us we can 

succeed too.”
“Some people would say 

that there should just be one 
honor roll, because they’re 
doing just as well in school, 
but I think it’s important to 
show them,” says Sophomore 
Essi Westerman. 

Ms. Kirton, a substitute 
teacher for the district, says 
she has had previous experi-
ence with the same honor roll 
system during her time work-
ing in San Francisco. “They 
say, Oh, these African Amer-
icans and Latinos are not 
part of that achievement gap. 
They’re successful. They’re 
right with everyone else, as far 
as their GPAs are concerned. 
But we want it publically 
known. We want to honor 
them and to publicize their 
names and let everyone know, 
that in spite of what you hear, 
that there’s an achievement 
gap, these students are not 
part of that.”

“Ethnicity shouldn’t be a 
barrier to education,” adds 
Lucile Henderson. “I can see 
why they’re doing [the honor 
rolls] by race and I think it’s a 
good thing. It’s supportive.”

Every student at Tech 
should feel that they can 
succeed, and that they have 
the support they need to do 

it. Every student should feel 
they can try their best, and be 
recognized for their achieve-
ments. They should be able to 
see their name on a list and 

be proud of themselves for 
making it there. Tech admin-
istration hopes to make this a 
reality.“Right now, the award 
ceremony is held through 

the district, off-site,” says Mr. 
Diaz. “It’s still fairly small 
here, but the hope is to even-
tually expand it more in the 
future.”

New Honor Rolls Celebrate Black And Latino Student 
Achievement 
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police later connected him 
to Ellis’ murder with witness 
testimony and other evi-
dence.

 The police have not 
yet proposed a possible 
motive for Ellis’ killing and 
haven’t found any previous 

connection between Ellis and 
Higgins. According to wit-
nesses, the shooter said, “I’m 
Tim, remember me?”

 Police found a Glock 
9mm handgun in Higgins’ 
family’s home and Higgins 
has a previous conviction for 

a 2006 robbery, according to 
police records. He is current-
ly being held in Santa Anita 
jail without bail. 

Photo by Joseph Harmon


