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Football Game Fights Erupt 
Between Students

SLICE Aims to Save Youth with Pizza
On a sunny day, students 

congregate in a tight circle 
on the Oakland Tech lawn, 
clamoring and fighting to 
get a position next to a petite 
woman. Shouting to be heard, 
she challenges them to look 
closely at themselves. “Look 
at that reflection of yourself 
and see if there’s anything you 
need to change to be a better 
you or a more improved you,” 
Christina Mosley tells the 
students around her.

At first glance, the teens 
appear to be focused on the 
woman’s words, but their 
minds are on something else: 
the Little Caesar pizza boxes 
stacked a few feet away on the 
front steps of the school.  Vet-
erans of the process know that 
she only has a limited number 
of what they really want – 
tickets for the free pizza.

While hundreds of stu-

dents gather every Thursday 
at lunchtime to get tickets for 
their cheese dripping rewards, 
few know where the pizza 
comes from or even why it’s 
handed out.

It all started five years ago 
with the death of Jimon Clark, 
said Hosanna Motu, a tall 

young woman who leads the 
program at Tech. Jimon was a 
13- year- old graduate of Frick 
Middle School who ran relay 
races and was by all accounts 
well liked by those who knew 
him. Jimon was about to start 
Skyline High School and fre-
quently expressed his excite-

ment about being able to run 
track at the high school level. 
But on Aug. 25, 2010, just 
days before the start of school 
and his 14th birthday, he was 
shot dead while walking with 
his twin brother, Jivon in their 
East Oakland neighborhood.It 
was then that staff at Points of 

Tech’s first home football 
game of the year vs. El Cerrito 
High on September 11 should
have been an exciting occasion 
that brought the Tech commu-
nity together to cheer on other 
Bulldogs for the first time this 
school year. Instead violent 
fights between students that oc-
cured during and after the game   
which resulted in the appearance 

of the OPD, have left a stain on 
the game and a stir of reactions 
by students. The fighting at this 
game was not an anomalous 
incident. In fact, the alterca-
tions at this game are just one 
example of the multiple cases of 
student fighting we have seen at 
Tech football games this season.  
Student reactions to the violence 
at this game in particular have 
emphasized the intensity of the 
fights and the way police offi-

cers treated students. Opinion 
was unanimous that the fights 
were centered around personal 
matters between students, not 
school rivalry or the score of the 
football game. Many students 
witnessed the fights, but admin-
istrators seem to have perceived 
the situation differently. Jim 
Coplan, Tech’s athletic director 
claimed that he “was at both 
home games but did not see any 
fighting.” The other five admin-

By Trevor Harrison

When you ask many 
of the approximately two 
thousand Tech students 
why they chose to come 
to Oakland Tech, you will 
commonly hear, “because I 
wanted the chance to par-
ticipate in the academies 
and Paideia.” The “school 
within a school” approach 
that Tech takes allows 
students to build commu-
nity with their teachers 
and peers within the large 
school, which promotes 
academic success in high 
school and prepares stu-
dents for success in college 
and careers. 

It is this very approach 
to learning that OUSD 
superintendent, Antwan 
Wilson, wants for all Oak-
land students. In his “Path-
way to Excellence” plan, 
released November 2014, 
Superintendent Wilson 
expressed his goal to see 
every OUSD high school 

student in an academic 
pathway or academy by 
2020. At many high schools 
in Oakland without acade-
mies or pathways, like Cas-
tlemont and Fremont, the 
district will have to work 
from scratch to establish 
academies to fit Superin-
tendent Wilson’s vision: 
career oriented, academ-
ically rigorous, close-knit 
learning communities. At 
Tech, this could mean a re-
adjustment of our existing 
academy system as soon as 
the 2016- 2017 school year, 
and the early projections 
of what that will look like 
have caused a stir among 
administration, teachers, 
parents, and students. 

The proposed readjust-
ments at Tech will require 
students to participate 
in academies across the 
board, but the most con-
troversial of plans would 
mean transforming the 

            Karl Keck/Scribe

(Paideia continues on Page 8)

District 
Considers 

Turning Paideia 
Into Academy 

By Neva Ryan, Jazmyn Gray 
and Lucy Flattery Vickness

Antigone Michaels/Scribe

By Alice Gold

Tech students watch a football game from the stands. Fights have taken place at some recent Tech games. 



PAG E  2 Nove mb e r  2 0 1 5

Dates to 
Remember

Nov 11 - Veteran’s Day (No 
School)

Nov 16 to 20 - OT Dance Week

Nov 23 to 27 - Thanksgiving 
Break (No School)

 

For more events and dates, 
visit oaklandtech.com/staff/

calendar

News

 Runaway Chicken Finds Refuge at Oakland School

Committee Plans to Compost Tech’s Food Waste

  Sports 
Calendar

Sun Nov 1 - 2:45 p.m. 
Var/JV Ice Hockey Game

Mon Nov 2 - 3:45 p.m.  
Var/JV Boys Soccer Try Outs

Wed Nov 4 - (Time TBA) 
Var Girls Volleyball Game

Fri Nov 6 - 5:00 p.m. JV/
Var Girls Volleyball  Game

Sun Nov 8 - 3:30 p.m. JV/
Var Girls Volleyball Game

Tue Nov 10 - Var Girls 
Volleyball Game

Fri Nov 13 - Var Girls 
Volleyball

Sat Nov 14 - Var Boys 
Basketball Game

Mon Nov 30 - JV/Var 
Girls Soccer Game

For more information 
visit oaklandtech.com/

staff/
athletics-calendar

FROM THE WEB 

Last month, we asked
readers in an online poll: 

Should students be allowed 
to buy food during school 

hours? 

43% said: Yes, if they can do it 
without being late to class

23% said: No
20% said: Yes, but only if they 
make the purchase during a 

free period
13% said: Yes 

Visit
oaklandtechscribe.com

now to vote in our latest poll

Should Paideia become an 
Academy? 

You might pass it by at 
first glance. Tucked away in 
a glass case near the library, 
the altar is easy to miss. 
Still, it’s there, patterned 
with colorful fabrics and 
decorated with photographs 
of relatives. Thanks to the 
dedication of the Latino Stu-
dent Union and their teacher 
advisors, Tech will be cele-
brating Dia de los Muertos 
this year.

For those who don’t 
know, the Day of the Dead, 
or Dia de los Muertos, is a 
popular Mexican holiday 
centered around paying 
respect to the dead by organiz-
ing altars, or ofrendas, in their 
honor. Some ofrendas can get 
elaborate, stacked high with 
traditional marigolds, sugar 
skulls, candles, and other offer-
ings to the spirits of friends and 
family. Tech’s Day of the Dead 
altar is more low key, but it still 
represents a significant effort to 

increase cultural representation 
at the school and promote polit-
ical activism among the LSU.

While altars have been creat-
ed for Dia de los Muertos in the 
past, according to LSU Presi-
dent Angel Lopez, “it wasn’t as 
well known and as coordinated 
into a club.” “We wanted to 
make an entrance,” says Brenda 
Rivera, who teaches 9th grade 

California Studies and serves 
as an advisor for the LSU. 
“Something fun, that would 
involve the whole Tech com-
munity.” 

Tech students are en-
couraged to contribute by 
bringing in photos of friends 
and family members who 
have passed away as a of way 
honoring them in the altar. 
So far, Ms. Perez and student 
members of the LSU have 
contributed pictures, but it 
is open to all students to add 
to.

Lopez adds that the LSU 
“wanted to make sure that 

everyone was included in the 
altar so we don’t close ourselves 
off, so people don’t think we’re 
just a Mexican group.”

At the same time, the LSU 
has big plans for the future. 
On November 2nd, the actual 
date of the holiday, they hope 
to organize a Day of the Dead 
celebration, which would in-

clude activities and food sales to 
benefit the group.“The festival 
at lunch will be all run by the 
LSU,” says other LSU advisor 
Livier Perez. “There’s going to 
be an appreciation of the people 
who contributed to the altar 
and more raising awareness 
about it.” 

In March, the LSU will be 
working with Vice Principal 
Josue Diaz to organize a Multi-
cultural Assembly, with outside 
Latino dance groups coming in 
to perform. All of this is intend-
ed as a celebration of different 
facets of Latino culture, but also 
as an opportunity for the LSU 
to raise awareness and begin to 
make more positive changes at 
Tech. Or, as Ms. Rivera puts it, 
holding a “cultural showcase 
before we get into the political 
activism.”

Anyone interested in adding 
photographs of loved ones to 
the altar can drop them off in 
Ms. Perez’s room, TP7.

Latino Student Union Celebrates Day of the Dead
By Joseph Harmon

Young Voters Apathetic in Polls
With young voters being 

part of one of the most cov-
eted voting blocs, you would 
think they would show up at 
the polls. However, according 
to the Census Bureau Report, 
young voter turnout actually 
fell from 2008 to 2012 with 
an attendance rate in the low 
40%. One explanation could 
be that candidates simply 
just don’t know how to reach 
young people. Since people 
are bombarded with an over-
whelming amount of informa-
tion through the Internet, it 
becomes difficult to figure out 
what is relevant and what is 
not. 

Some politicians desper-
ately try to reach young voters 
through social media by saying 
things they imagine will get 
their attention. For example, 
Senate candidate Rep. Bruce 
Bradley (Democrat Iowa) 
posted a Mean Girls themed 
tweet in efforts to reach young 
voters. While a tweet like this 

might warrant a second read, it 
doesn’t give notion to the issues 
that are relevant to young peo-
ple. If young voters turned up 
at the polls as much as senior 
citizens, the elections might 
look very different. Kirby Mar-
ion, a senior who will be able 
to vote in the primaries, says 
that “it’s really interesting to 
see political alliances and how 
they havebeen made through-
out their entire lives...I’m super 
excited to vote.”

Senior citizens age 65 and 
older have the highest voter 
turnout at the polls, pulling 
in at around 70%. Unlike the 
young voters bloc, the senior 
voting rate bloc actually rose 
from 2008- 2012. The senior 
bloc is unlikely to decrease in 
attendance because seniors 
tend to stay where they live, 
whereas young people tend to 
move around. Moving requires 
re registering to vote which can 
be a hassle. The senior bloc 
could have also grown because 

they recognize that a changes 
in leadership could change the 
issues and policies relevant 
to them. Seniors show up to 
the polls because they have a 
lot to lose if Social Security or 
Medicare becomes privatized. 
While young people also have a 
lot at stake, seniors have more 
immediate issues which they 
are more aware of.

Overall, low youth turnout 
is a self -repeating cycle. Young 

voters don’t see their issues on 
the ballot and consequently 
don’t vote. Politicians don’t get 
youth support and consequent-
ly don’t support their issues. 
However, as more and more 
issues are added to the list of 
issues on each party’s platform, 
it will be up to those of us who 
can vote to get out and put 
pressure on our representatives 
to make a change.

By Sofia de Melo

El Nino Unlikely to Remedy Drought
Although there seems to 

be a common hype about the 
El Nino and its potential to 
end  the  current  California  
drought,  it  will  not  save  
California  from  4  years  
of  dry conditions. There  is  
something  to  be  said  about  
the  extreme  drought  that  
has  hit  the state hard, leaving 
us with a desperate need for 
water. Four seasons of arid 

weather has  created  a  major  
problem,  leading  Governor  
Brown  to  declare  a  drought  
state  of emergency in January. 

In 2014, California had 
its third driest winter in 119 
years. The drought started in 
2011 when La Nina, a huge 
dry swelled bubble, hit the 
western United States. La Nina 
prevented storms from enter-
ing California and rerouted 

cold air blocks that could 
have. 

Many people in California 
have hoped for the arrival of 
an El Nino, a series of constant 
large and wet storms. While 
it might sound like a blessing 
to the state, it will not end the 
drought. According to weath-
er reports, too much water at 
one time can result in even 
bigger prob-

lems. After undergoing many 
dry winters, the ground has 
become solid. No water has 
entered the cracks and crevic-
es of the earth, creating a firm 
surface. If the El Nino strikes, 
the ground will be unable to 
absorb the massive rainfall, 
which could cause flooding, 
mudslides, and other emer-
gencies. 

By Gabby Sands

(El Nino continues on Page 3)

Joseph Harmon/Scribe

Nathrawit Balkam/Scribe
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 Runaway Chicken Finds Refuge at Oakland School

Committee Plans to Compost Tech’s Food Waste
These days, growing aware-

ness of the degradation of our 
natural environment has-
caused a lot of hype surround-
ing the phenomenon of being 
“environmentally friendly”. 
This means changing certain 
habits in order to reduce the 
amount of energy or waste 
people are using: from recy-
cling paper, taking shorter 
showers, and walking to 
school to hanging wet clothes 
rather than using a dryer and 
turning off your computer at 
night. Some people take ini-
tiative and create systems that 
make living sustainably easier. 

Meet Rafael Villalva, a 
senior who began Tech’s very 
first “Composting Com-
mittee” last spring. Up until 
recently, Tech had no com-
posting facilities. Food waste, 
along with other compostable 
items like pizza boxes and 
soiled napkins, was thrown 

out alongside empty Lays bags 
and candy bar wrappers. As 
Rafael puts it, “something had 
to be done”. 

The Composting Commit-
tee, also called the “CC”, is 
the newest addition to Tech’s 
Green Club. The goal of the 
CC is to “take the school’s 
entire food waste output and 
turn it into compost”. It’s a 
big job, but Rafael is up to 
the challenge. He assembled 
a team with help from Green 
Club supervisors Mr. Senn 
and Mrs. Snyder. The commit-
tee has since purchased and 
set up compost bins in the 
school’s garden behind the S 
buildings. 

The CC recently guided 
students in Mr. Senn’s AP 
Environmental Science class 
through a waste audit, a messy 
process that involves digging 
through cafeteria garbage and 
sorting out all of the com-

postable and recyclable items. 
He has worked closely with 
a variety of people, includ-
ing school district officials, 
janitors, teachers, and fellow 
students, in order to accom-
plish all of this. 

A major issue facing the 
CC is the fact that Tech has 
no compost bins anywhere 
on campus. This means 

students have no choice but 
to throw compostable items 
in the trash, which means 
that someone has to search 
through all of the trash and 
sort out everything that is 
compostable in order to prop-
erly dispose of them. Needless 
to say, the next thing on the 
agenda for the CC is to install 
compost bins. 

A major concept of sus-
tainability is the idea that 
individual action matters. 
Most people copy things they 
see done around them. If one 
person adjusts their habits, 
others may change as well. 
Rafael is just one person, but 
he’s accomplished a great deal 
in just a few months. He is ef-
fecting change that embodies 
the concept of “environmental 
friendliness” on an entirely 
different level than most peo-
ple have grown accustomed 
to.

Rafael considers his vol-
unteer position on the CC a 
responsibility to spread the 
sentiment of environmental 
conservation. He wants people 
to consider the moral aspects 
of wasting food, stating that, 
“the massive volume of food 
waste being thrown away is a 
great reflection of our morals, 
behavior, and atmosphere.”

This hen’s wild days of 
blocking traffic and causing 
mayhem everywhere from-
court to the Bay Bridge are 
over. On October 8th, “Chip,” 
one half of a pair of infamous 
replacement chickens donat-
ed to the Stonehurst Edible 
Schoolyard and Communi-
ty Garden on behalf of the 
East Oakland Beautification 
Council, found her way out of 
moral peril dodging commut-
ers on the bridge and into the 
less adrenaline inducing, cozy 
chicken coop at Esperanza El-
ementary School and Korem-
atsu Discover Academy.

Chip and her cohort were 
being transferred from their 
space in San Francisco to the 
community garden when 
their chauffeur, chairman of 
the East Oakland Beautifica-
tion Council Ken Houston, 
made a brief pit stop to check 
in on the chickens, only to 
find that their box had been 
tipped over en route and both 
hens were missing. 

An agitated Houston 
received a phone call that sev-
eral barnyard fowl had been 
spotted on running about 
on the Bay Bridge like, well, 
chickens with their heads cut 
off. The CHP was advising 
commuters not to exit their 
vehicles to capture the chick-
ens for fear that even more 
panicked pedestrians would 
surely result in serious injury. 

Jeff Chu, who took the 

now iconic candid of Chip 
standing in traffic, tweeted 
the incident: “Oh, chicken!” 
he exclaimed. “Just before Bay 
Bridge toll plaza right now. I 
fear this will not end well.”

But the professionals were 
called in the nick of time, and 
Chip was rescued and trans-
ferred to a Berkeley shelter, 
where she could regain her 
dignity and freshen up before 
being taken to her official 

lodgings, the Oakland Ani-
mal Shelter. There, she was 
dubbed “Chip” as a nod to 
the CHP, who recovered her. 
They were unable to locate 
the other hen, whom is pre-
sumed dead.

That’s when the fur real-
ly began to fly. After Chip’s 
arrival at OAS, three separate 
parties came forward to claim 
her. All three had apparently 
lost a chicken within the week 
on or near the Bay Bridge, 
and Chip, a run-of-the-mill 
Rhode Island Red, fit the pro-
file for all three cases. 

“She’s a very popular 
chicken,” said animal ser-
vices director Rebecca Katz 
by phone as dogs barked in 
the background. “We’ve told 
them to come down with 
proof.” The stress of the inci-
dent and subsequent squabble 
took a toll on Chip: she laid 
an egg at the shelter, which 
was taken home by Katz. “We 
don’t want any more chick-
ens,” Katz 

After a gruesome three-
way custody battle, Houston 
and Chip were reunited at 
long last to everyone’s great 
relief. The hen-turned-lo-
cal-celebrity was presented 
to the welcoming arms of the 
Stonehurst Edible Schoolyard 
and Community Garden in a 
much more secure container. 

The other hens in the 
school coop have all been 
named after prominent 
women’s rights advocates 
to simultaneously teach the 
kids about important history 
and animal husbandry, such 
as: Ella Baker, an American 
Civil Rights advocate; Rigo-
berta Menchu, a Guatemalan 
indigenous peoples’ advocate; 
Wangari Maathai, a Kenyan 
environmental and politi-
cal activist. Here, Chip will 
forgo her present name for a 
more fitting title: Alice Paul, a 
suffragette who was arrested 
in 1917 during a protest on 
charges of obstructing traffic.

Antigone Michaels/Scribe

Nadia Wohlfarth/Scribe

By Sonia Aronson

By Molly Hetherwick

Additionally, one heavy 
rain season will not nearly 
be enough to compensate for 
California’s large number of 
dry winters.  Although water 
is needed for a successful cli-
mate, it is not the only compo-
nent that will end the drought. 
In order to produce enough 
snow and keep it from melt-

ing, California needs cold air. 
Less snow in the mountains 
will only lead to another cycle 
of drought.

 Oakland Tech depends on 
having a sufficient amount of 
water for the front lawn. The 
front lawn covers a large area 
of grass and must be watered 
multiple times a week. There 

are more environmentally 
friendly options to replace the 
front lawn. For example, fake 
grass would be an excellent 
solution. As one student states, 
“Tech already has a beautiful 
campus. It doesn’t need the 
lawn. They should consider 
more environmentally friend-
ly options, like fake grass.” 

Replacing the front lawn with 
turf would conserve a huge 
amount of water each week. 
It seems to be a reasonable 
solution. However, fake grass 
would cost the school an exor-
bitant amount of money.

 For now, students and 
teachers should remind each 
other to save water. It is ex-

tremely important that every-
one is aware of this current is-
sue. “I think that people need 
to be educated about what the 
El Nino is going to be, so they 
know how to properly pre-
pare,” shares a student.

(El Nino Continued from Page 2)
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     The first Democratic debate 
on October 13th was largely 
a showdown between Hillary 
Clinton and Bernie Sanders, 
the two frontrunners in the 
Democratic primary race. 
However, they are not the only 
candidates vying for the Dem-
ocratic nomination. Three oth-
ers—Martin O’Malley, Lincoln 
Chafee, and Jim Webb—also 
presented their platforms at 
the debate. Let’s 
take a closer look at the first of 

those longshot candidates, and 
how his progressive platform 
might play into the race.
      Martin O’Malley is the 
former mayor of Baltimore 
and the former governor of 
Maryland. His accomplish-
ments in the latter position 
include passing gun control 
legislation, legalizing same- sex 
marriage, and signing a bill 
that allowed some immigrants 
to pay in state tuition for public 
colleges in Maryland. O’Mal-

ley announced his campaign 
at the end of May, and has put 
forth a detailed 15 point plan to 
“rebuild America.” This agenda 
includes many progressive 
talking points, including crim-
inal justice reform, 100 percent 
renewable energy by 2050, and 
stricter gun control legislation.
      O’Malley might not have 
been the star of the debate, but 
there were some moments that 
made a good impression on 
people. Gabe Louis -Kayen, a 

junior and a Bernie Sanders 
supporter, said that O’Malley 
“doesn’t seem half bad. Out 
of the lower pollers, he seems 
the brightest and fastest on his 
feet. I really like his ideas on 
criminal justice reform.” How-
ever, Louis -Kayen was critical 
of his environmental plan: “it’s 
a great idea, but seems unreal-
istic to do 
within a generation.”
    O’Malley’s signature mo-
ment of the night was arguably 

his closing speech, in which 
he compared the evening’s 
discourse to that of the recent 
Republican debate. He said, 
“Talk to our young people un-
der 30, because you will never 
find among them 
people who want to bash 
immigrants or people that

The Second Progressive

If you’ve ever been to 
Club Day at Tech, you 
know how much our 
school loves community 
service. This year, the 
Mural Club is bringing 
a new kind of service to 
Tech. 

The Mural Club was 
started by two juniors, 
Grace Nuwakadu and 
Dionisia Ruiz. It is one 
of OT’s few art -related 
clubs, and there are a 
variety of ways that stu-
dents can get involved. 
The club’s first project 
is a senior mosaic, and 
although it is for this 
year’s senior class, all 

students are encouraged 
to help paint tiles. Once 
the tiles are ready, the 
club will begin to actual-
ly construct the piece on 
the wall of the bathroom 
next to the football field. 
At meetings, students 
can learn about the pro-
cess of making a mosaic 
or mural as well as lend-
ing an artistic hand to its 
creation.

After the senior mo-
saic is finished, the club 
will move on to painting 
a mural in partnership 
with the garden club. As 
long as there are empty 
walls at Tech, there will 

be opportunities to par-
ticipate.

Those who participate 
in the creation of the 
mosaic or a future mural 
can receive community 
service hours for their 
work. Even if you aren’t 
able to make that much 
of a commitment to the 
project, you can still 
enjoy great snacks while 
you spare a few minutes 
to help out. Mural Club 
meets Wednesdays after 
school in Mr. Senn’s 
room (Room 136).

Club Spotlight: Mural Club
Josef Cutler/Scribe

By Meta Austin

Meet Oakland Tech’s JV Football Team
By Jessica Gagliardi

Name: Keoni Akioka
Grade: 10th
Positions: Cornerback and 

Wide Receiver
Bio: Keoni first joined the 

football team when his friends 
told him that the team was 
short on players, and it seemed 
like fun so he gave it a shot. 

He says that he always thought 
that the football players on 
TV looked really cool when 
they suited up in their uni-
forms, and he wanted to be 
like them; now he especially 
enjoys this aspect of the sport. 
His proudest moment from 
his Tech football career so far? 
“Anytime you hit somebody 
really really hard, and they 
fall down, that makes me feel 
really good.” When he’s not on 
the field, Keoni enjoys playing 
basketball as well, and History 
is his favorite school subject.

Name: Jeremiah Vaughn
Grade: 10th
Positions: Cornerback and         

Running Back
Bio: Jeremiah has been 

playing football since he was 
five years old, and he says 
that what he loves most about 
football is the excitement of 

the game and the rush that 
comes from playing. He also 
likes getting to meet new 
people through football and 
forming relationships with 
his teammates—he says it’s 
“like a brotherhood.” He says 
his proudest moment playing 
football was when he caught 
an interception while playing 

cornerback and then ran back 
30 yards to score a touch-
down! Jeremiah is quite the 
all‐around athlete—when he 
isn’t playing football, he’s wres-
tling, playing Varsity lacrosse, 
or running track. His favorite 
school subject is Physiology. 

Name: Terashi Lee
Grade: 9th
Positions: Cornerback and 

Strong Safety
Bio: Terashi choose foot-

ball because when he arrived 
at Oakland Tech he wanted 
to play a sport and football 
looked like fun from what he 
had seen on TV. He says he 
is particularly drawn to foot-
ball because it places equal 
emphasis on all the parts of 
your body, unlike many other 
sports that only emphasize 
running, legs, or arms, and he 
enjoys this challenge. His 

proudest moment in football 
thus far? “I didn’t think I was 
actually going to start this 
year, but I have gotten to start 
so that’s pretty cool.” When 
he’s not playing football he’s 
balancing the demands of 
school and sleep, and enjoying 
his Math and History classes.

In this column, we will profile some of the athletes from Oakland Tech’s myriad of sports teams each month. This October, we cover the JV football team, which 
wrapped up its season with a game against Skyline on October 29th. The Varsity team also has two more games, at Castlemont on October 30th and at McClymonds 

on November 6th. All games start at 5pm. Come out and support your JV and Varsity football squads!

By Skylar Thoma
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Oakland History: The Secret Staircases That 
Litter the City

In your travels through 
Oakland, you may have 
noticed age-worn cement 
staircases peeking out from 
between homes and carving 
shortcuts through our city’s 
hilly neighborhoods. Some 
of these staircases date back 
more than a century. 

In the aftermath of the 
1906 San Francisco earth-
quake, many residents fled the 
ravaged city and settled across 
the bay. Before the quake, 
Oakland boasted a popula-
tion of just 67,000—a number 
that quickly swelled by tens 
of thousands once the exodus 
from San Francisco began. 

With the influx of new 
inhabitants, as well as the 
emerging trend of “streetcar 
suburbs” on city outskirts, 
Oakland started expanding 
from the flatlands into the 

hills, further away from the 
city center. While most of 
these then-new neighbor-
hoods had stops on the Key 
System—the precursor to 
AC Transit—many homes 
perched in the hills’ higher el-
evations lacked easy access to 
the streetcars. So commuters 
could avoid trekking up and 
down the narrow, winding 
streets, real estate developers 
built hundreds of staircases as 
shortcuts through neighbor-
hoods such as Crocker High-
lands and Upper Rockridge. 
“Urban planners knew they 
were making neighborhoods 
for middle class families 
[who] … would need access 
to public buses and trolleys,” 
explained Charles Fleming, 
author of the book, Secret 
Stairs: East Bay. 

In the decades that fol-
lowed, cars became the pre-
ferred mode of travel and, as a 

result, housing was extended 
even higher into the hills and 
further from mass transit 
stops. 

The Key System, and the 
stairs that led to it, were used 
less and less. Some fell into 
dangerous disrepair and were 
cordoned off due to public 
safety concerns. 

Ranging from a few over-
grown steps of rotting wood 
to long flights of elegantly 
aged cement, these “secret” 
stairs remained largely for-
gotten until the 1991 Oakland 
Hills fire, when many hills 
dwellers used the staircas-
es to escape their burning 
homes. “People who would 
never have made it out on the 
roadway, which was crowded 
with cars trying to get out of 
the burn area and emergency 
vehicles trying to get in, may 
have had their lives saved be-
cause they escaped down the 

stairs,” Fleming noted. 
Lately, the hundreds of re-

maining staircases in the East 
Bay have experienced 

renewed popularity as 
more and more locals are dis-
covering that these stairs are a 
fantastic way to explore their 
neighborhoods, or simply to 
get in some exercise. What 
makes these once-forgotten 
escaliers worth checking out? 
“The stairs are a sort of secret 
network of back street, back 
alley pathways through some 
of the area’s most interesting 
neighborhoods,” Fleming said. 
“They make for an excellent 
set of hiking trails, right close 
to home.” The payoff, Fleming 
added, is spectacular views 
of the urban skyline and the 
bay once you reach the stairs’ 
apex. 

In the last decade, the city 
of Oakland has worked to 
restore several staircases, par-

ticularly those that had been 
neglected to the point of being 
dangerous. This kind of resto-
ration is important, according 
to Fleming, because “the stairs 
are part of the city’s heritage, 
and are a historical peculiarity 
worth preserving. They may 
also be essential in getting 
people out of their cars and 
back onto public transport, 
which is good for the health of 
the citizens and the health of 
the community”—something 
that the Oakland government 
should continue to keep in 
mind when considering future 
projects. 

Detailed descriptions of 
and directions to the stair-
cases can be found in Secret 
Stairs: East Bay; maps of the 
stairs can also be found at the 
Oakland Urban Paths website 
(oaklandurbanpaths.org).

Oakland Tech offers a 
variety of clubs for students to 
participate in, ranging from 
poetry to community service. 
One unique club, started this 
year by Juniors Sonia Aronson 
and Gabriel Louis- Kayen, is 
the Jewish Student Union, or 
simply JSU. JSU meets every 
Friday at lunch in room 106 
and welcomes all people, 
regardless of religious orien-
tation. The club learns about 
Jewish culture and discusses 
current events in the Jewish 
community, especially Israeli 

politics. One of the founders, 
Louis Kayen, shares his rea-
sons for starting the club. He 
says, “I think that there is a 
large Jewish community at the 
school, and I think that the 
club would be also be good for 
people who are not a part of 
the Jewish community.” 

JSU encourages all people 
to join. Louis -Kayen says, 
“You don’t have to be Jewish 
to come.” In fact, he com-
ments, “The majority of the 
people who come are not 
Jewish.” The club is designed 

for everyone to be able to 
learn about and experience 
Judaism. 

Louis -Kayen also com-
ments that the club observes 
certain Jewish customs, 
mostly revolving around the 
holidays. Recently, there have 
been several important Jewish 
holidays, including Rosh Ha-
shanah, Yom Kippur, and Suk-
kot. For Rosh Hashanah, the 
Jewish new year, the club ate 
apples dipped in honey, which 
is symbolic to the holiday. 
People also practiced blowing 

out of the shofar, a type of 
horn instrument. Louis -Kayen 
mentions that the club has 
primarily focused a lot of their 
meetings around understand-
ing the different elements and 
traditions of the many Jewish 
holidays in the fall season. 

Another focus of the JSU 
is discussion involving Israeli 
politics. Louis- Kayen explains 
that since Israeli politics are 
commonly discussed in news 
and debates, it is import-
ant for students to be well 
informed on the matter. By 

joining the JSU, students can 
become more aware of current 
Israeli events.  

Lastly, Louis- Kayen ex-
presses the importance of the 
JSU. He says, “that it is im-
portant for people to join the 
club because learning about 
other cultures is very import-
ant in the modern day world.” 
If you are interested in learn-
ing more about Jewish culture, 
discussing the current events 
of Israel, and even eating Jew-
ish food, JSU is a great club to 
join.

Club Spotlight: Jewish Student Union

Laurel Hennen Vigil/Scribe

By Emma Kantor

By Laurel Hennen Vigil
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The Best Halloween Binges 

All of your friends are out 
at a party on Halloween and 
you’re stuck at home when 
you’re faced with an inevita-
ble decision: what movie you 
should watch. After hours of 
research, we have found the 
best movies for you to binge-
watch for an amazing Hallow-
een movie watching experi-
ence. 

Although there are some 
fantastic and terrifying horror 
movies out there such as The 
Conjuring, Evil Dead, and The 
Blair Witch Project, Silence 
of the Lambs takes the cake 

as the best scary movie to 
watch this Halloween. It has 
an incredible plot and chilling 
characters: everything you 
want in a scary movie. The 
film tells the story of Police 
FBI trainee Clarice Starling, 
and her relationship with the 
infamous Hannibal “The Can-
nibal” Lecter as the FBI hunts 
down “Buffalo Bill,” a man 
who kidnaps and skins young 
women. Starling is forced to 
give in to Lecter’s demands in 
exchange for his help tracking 
down Buffalo Bill. The movie 
follows Starling as Buffalo Bill 

sends the FBI on a wild goose 
chase, and will leave you with 
a steady adrenaline 

If you have trouble 
stomaching the gore and 
terror, you are still in luck. 
Although we highly recom-
mend It’s the Great Pumpkin, 
Charlie Brown, we realize that 
may be a little too juvenile. As 
an alternative, Ghostbusters is 
the best non scary Halloween 
movie. In this movie, a group 
of New York scientists band 
together to form a group of 
supernatural bounty hunters. 
When a gateway to an alter-

nate dimension is unearthed 
on New York City, it is up 
to the Ghostbusters to stop 
it. This film has some of the 
funniest and most memorable 
lines of all time.

If you want some sleep at 
night but still want a decent 
scare, we definitely do not 
recommend the Scary Movie 
or Haunted House franchises. 
Instead, go with The Cab-
in in the Woods. While it is 
filled with jump scare after 
jump scare, it also has quite a 
few funny scenes. The movie 
starts with five college kids 

travelling (you guessed it)  to 
a cabin in the woods. Things 
seem normal, as the typical 
horror movie begins, until the 
monsters show up to terrorize 
them. As these intentionally 
clichéd characters get scared 
out of their minds, the viewer 
realizes that a team of scien-
tists is orchestrating the whole 
thing. The fear from the vic-
tims and the comic relief from 
the scientists blend perfectly 
to scare the viewer, but not too 
much, enough to dread the 
ending, but still realize that it’s 
just a movie.

In recent years, Oakland 
has become one of the top 
food destinations in the United 
States. Unfortunately, many of 
the glamorous restaurants do 
not fit the budget of the aver-
age high schooler. We decided 
to find places around Tech 
that served reasonably priced 
food that satisfied our palates. 
While trying out a wide assort-
ment of restaurants, we tasted 
many amazing dishes and 
discovered that it isn’t hard to 
find delicious, cheap food in 
Oakland. 

One of our favorite places 
was Cholita Linda, a small 
Latin American restaurant on 
Telegraph. The tacos here are 

superb  
and only $3.50 each. We rec-
ommend the carnitas, which 
are tender and full of flavor, 
a simple slaw on top truly 
highlighting the meat. The fish 
tacos are also amazing, with 
simple crispy fried fish that is 
light and encompasses the true 

nature of the 
fish. To accompany the tacos, 
the restaurant makes a vari-
ety of aguas frescas that will 
relieve your mouth from the 
spice of the chipotle-tomato 
salsa.

Slicer is a pizzeria on Pied-
mont Ave, offering fresh pizza 

by the slice. The prices vary 
from slice to slice, but a clas-
sic cheese slice is only $3.25, 
and there are tons of toppings 
to choose from, including 
housemade sausage, bacon, 
olives, and many more. Slicer 
also serves seasonal pizzas, 
which are topped with fresh, 
local produce and meats. They 
are very accommodating of 
various dietary restrictions, 
and have vegan pizza options, 
along with multiple salads.

Another cheap option just 
down the street from Tech is 
Monster Pho, a Vietnamese 
restaurant that specializes in 
pho, a soup made with noo-
dles, vegetables, and thin sliced 

meat served in a beef broth. 
They also offer other tradi-
tional dishes such as spring 
rolls, banh mis (a Vietnamese 
style sandwich, commonly 
made with beef and pickled 
vegetables) and potstickers. 
Overall, their food is exquisite, 
and going there is always a fun 
experience. Oakland is full of 
great restaurants just waiting 
to be discovered. If none of 
theseoptions sound particular-
ly good to you, there are plenty 
of other places around Tech to 
visit, and plenty of delicious 
food ready to be served to your 
plate.

Best Cheap Eats in Oakland

By Ben Muchin and Nick Ahlers

By Mia Martin Mia Martin/ Scribe

Rise of The Fem Zine

Space: The Fall Filmmaker’s Frontier
By Andy Gagliardi

During the last three years, 
there has emerged a fall trend 
of films set in space. This 
trend began with the film 
Gravity in 2013, followed by 
Interstellar in 2014, and most 
recently, The Martian for 
2015’s entry. These films, al-
though very similar in setting, 
vary greatly in substance and 
enjoyability, and these differ-
ences seem to beg for compar-
ison between the three. 

Gravity (2013):  Gravity 
began it all, clocking in at 
just 90 minutes as both the 
simplest and the shortest of 
the three. Gravity tells the 
story of a NASA scientist, 
played by Sandra Bullock, 
whose mission of repairing 
the Hubble Space Telescope 
is interrupted by a storm of 
debris that throws her into 
a constant battle for her life 
in space. The film’s attention 

to detail grounds it in reality, 
using only existing technology 
and satellites (including the 
International Space Station 
and the Hubble Space Tele-
scope). Overall, the film falls 
somewhere between a disaster 
movie and a thriller, using 
jaw dropping visual effects to 
keep the audience on the edge 
of their seats. The film was di-
rected by Alfonso Cuarón, and 
became 2014’s Oscar Sweep 
film, taking home 7 Oscars 
including Best Director.

Interstellar (2014):  By far 
the strangest entry on this list, 
Interstellar revolutionized the 
role of an IMAX camera in 
modern film. Over an hour of 
the film was shot on 70 milli-
meter IMAX film and digitally 
converted to other formats. 
It was written and directed 
by the renowned filmmaker 
Christopher Nolan, a director 

known for his nonlinear sto-
rytelling, where the timeline 
that the audience sees does 
not correlate to the timeline 
that the characters experience. 
Nolan goes full-force with this 
tactic, creating a unique and 
extremely complex plot that 
demands multiple viewings 
or the investigation of online 
plot diagrams to complete-
ly understand. Like Gravity 
before it, Interstellar is visually 
astounding, especially when 
considering that the film was 
shot almost entirely without 
computer graphics. Unsur-
prisingly, Interstellar won an 
Oscar for its visuals, but noth-
ing else. Walking away with 
only four nominations, it was 
considered one of the biggest 
Oscar snubs of the year.

The Martian (2015):  Sur-
prisingly, this film is the most 
upbeat and enjoyable film on 

the list. It stars Matt Damon as 
an astronaut stranded on Mars 
after a freak dust storm, who 
must survive alone on Mars 
until he can be rescued. This 
film, the latest from Ridley 
Scott, despite the severity and 
seeming hopelessness of the 
protagonist’s situation, is an 
extremely chipper and enjoy-
able film with a wonderful 
sense of humor, almost push-
ing the film into the realm 
of comedy. The film spends 
far more time on earth than 
either of the other entries, 
grounding it much closer to 
reality than the others (Grav-
ity with its freak coincidenc-
es and Interstellar with its 
wormholes and time warping 
black holes and yes, the 5th 
dimension) making it much 
more relatable and fun. It is 
overall a healthy blend of raw 
intensity and clever comedy, 

making it enjoyable for nearly 
every moviegoer.

All of these films have 
their differences, which is why 
viewers may prefer some over 
others. Personally, I thought 
Gravity didn’t have enough 
plot, Interstellar had too much 
plot, and The Martian had just 
the right amount. Other inter-
esting points about the films 
is that both Interstellar and 
The Martian star Matt Damon 
and Jessica Chastain, and Matt 
Damon plays an astronaut 
stranded on an inhospitable 
planet in both films. All of 
these films, with their upward 
trend inquality and enjoyabili-
ty, are enough to make anyone 
excited for 2016’s space movie. 
Be sure to check out any of 
these movies  The Martian is 
currently in theaters  they are 
definitely worth watching.



Nove mb e r  2 0 1 5 PAG E  7

OpEds
Determined to get into the 

fall spirit this year, I tried a 
few things for the first time; 
I bought a fall scented can-
dle, baked gingerbread, and 
of course, tried Starbucks’ 
famous Pumpkin Spice Latte 
(PSL for short). For all the 
hype it receives, I expected a 
remarkably good or bad drink. 
I was underwhelmed. As Tech 
junior Justin Tran put it, “I can 
see why people like it. But it’s 
not that special besides being 
a seasonal drink.” Although I 
did appreciate the decorative 
cup design, the beverage itself 
didn’t make me feel like I was 
sitting by the fireplace on a 
cold day or jumping in a pile 
of brightly colored leaves. It 
didn’t make me feel the elusive 
“fall spirit” I expected it would. 
But it does offer this feeling to 
some, such as freshman Ella 

Spandorf, who says “It’s really 
sweet and I like the spices. It’s 
just really fall.”

The PSL was created in 
2003 by Peter Dukes, who 
commented that since then, 
“It’s taken on a life of its own.” 
And indeed it has. During the 
fall, there are an average of 

3,000 #PSL tweets a day. This 
explosion on social media 
includes both enthusiasm for 
and ridicule of the beverage. 
It has also encouraged the ste-
reotype that people who drink 
Pumpkin Spice Lattes are all 
“basic”. As junior Leila Mer-
zenich explains, “That type of 

person [basic] is associated 
with mainstream things, so 
when you combine a super 
mainstream store with a super 
mainstream fall flavor [Pump-
kin Spice] you get a mega-
mainstream drink.” But this 
generalization stops when it 
gets to the store. As one anon-
ymous barista from the Pied-
mont Avenue Starbucks says, 
“There are a lot of people who 
anxiously await the arrival of 
Pumpkin Spice every year and 
they look all sorts of ways.” 

This fall, eleven years since 
its release, Starbucks has final-
ly added real pumpkin to the 
PSL.“It was really a PR move” 
said the barista, implying that 
the change wasn’t so much 
about the taste, but to gain 
more customers. However, the 
responses have been positive. 
Ella Spandorf says, “I think 
that’s nice, because then it will 

taste like pumpkin instead of 
artificial flavors.” This is exact-
ly the attitude Starbucks wants 
to extract from the public.  For 
some, adding real pumpkin 
will take away- either from 
taste or impression -the arti-
ficiality of the Pumpkin Spice 
Latte. Still, judgements re-
main. As Justin Tran explains, 
“Depending on where you are, 
I think people either feel like 
they can’t try it, or that they 
have to, because they’re afraid 
people will judge them. You 
should try it if you want. But 
you don’t have to like it either.” 
At $4.25 with 25 grams of sug-
ar for a small-sized drink, it 
isn’t the healthiest nor is it the 
cheapest option, but for those 
who await PSL season with 
great anticipation every year, 
the cost and nutritional value 
do not seem to matter.

 

Return of the Pumpkin Spice Latte
By Eliana Thompson

Nathrawit Balkam/Scribe

Rise of The Fem Zine
Rookie magazine, an online 

mag for teenage girls, is cer-
tainly hip and happening, but 
the up and coming zine headed 
by the Feminist Club promises 
to head right to pro status.

Oakland Tech Feminist 
Club members Juliet Hayes 
and Lucy Allen, in partnership 
with club founder Sienna Ruiz, 
are kickstarting a zine for all 
women and gender non-con-
forming students at school 
who wish their voices to be 
heard. 

The idea for a zine at Tech 
came from different sources 
for Allen and Hayes. For Allen, 
it was during a club meeting 
when she noticed that she was 
one of three or four girls in a 
room of about twenty or so. 
Frustrated with the lack of rep-
resentation, an idea suddenly 
sprouted: what if there was an 

outlet at Tech where students 
could submit work of all forms 
that spoke out about their 
experiences as marginalized 
people? 

For Hayes, it was more big 
picture. “The gender bias is 
still really prevalent in a lot of 
art forums, and the idea that 
womyn’s work is less valued in 
our society is reflected in a lot 
of galleries around the coun-
try. . . I think it is extremely 
important to actively bring 
awareness to this issue and 
give young womyn and gen-
der non-conforming people a 
space to share their art in a col-
laborative environment.”

“Womyn”, an alternative 
spelling of the word “women”, 
is used frequently by feminists 
and linguistics forward peo-
ple to reject the misogynistic 
nature of the English language 

which asserts “men” as default, 
and “wo men” as a sub group.

Both Hayes and Allen 
formed the idea separately last 
spring, but it really coalesced 
when the two proposed the 
publication to Ruiz one day 
after Feminist Club. “We all 
wanted a cool publication for 
girls to submit short essays, 
poems, artwork, comics   just 
an outlet for women’s voices 
at Tech.” Ruiz says. Allen and 
Hayes agree.

The zine, which accepts 
content from anybody who 
wishes to contribute but en-
courages female and non binary 
students, will be technically 
separate but joined at the hip 
to Ruiz’s Feminist Club. The 
zine staff will begin meeting on 
Thursdays at lunch and assem-
bling with the 

Feminist Club every couple 

weeks. The club will be led in 
part by founding three, as well 
as Tamia Romo, close friend 
of Hayes and fellow Feminist 
Club member. At present, the 
zine is open to all art of all 
shapes, colors, sizes, textures, 
and mediums   as long as the 
artist feels their voice is being 

heard and their feelings ex-
pressed. The first thing the staff 
will be deciding is a name for 
the publication. Rookie’s got 
nothing on the real warriors 
of social justice  welcome to 
Oakland Tech, Fem Zine!

By Molly Hetherwick

Nadia Wohlfarth/Scribe

Antonia Starc/Scribe
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Light Youth Ministry, a reli-
gious organization that Jimon 
was involved with, decided 
that they wanted to reach out 
to kids in a more meaningful 
way.“We needed to find a way 
we can reach students more,” 
Motu says. “What better way 
than school?”

Thus SLICE, Saving Lives 
In Campuses Everywhere, was 
born.  The program gives stu-
dents at participating schools 
advice on how to be successful 
in their lives and be a produc-
tive part of the community.

Points of Light is an 
Oakland- based Christian 
organization with the mission 
“To Lead a City to God!” Since 
SLICE operates on school 
grounds, its staff is careful to 
keep their doctrine secular. At 
Oakland Tech the messages 
are based on the four pillars of 
the school  positive expression, 
honor, focus and integrity, 
values that were chosen by 
Tech students in conjunction 
with faculty many years ago. 
These are supplemented with 
SLICE’s own unique curricu-

lum. “The pizza is just a token 
for those who are actually 
appreciating the motivational 
message that we give,” Mosley 
said.

SLICE is currently in six 
schools in Oakland but it aims 
to eventually have a presence 
in every Oakland school. The 
larger goal is to build a re-
lationship with schools and 
students so that the group 
can widen its presence. SLICE 
is part of an organization 
called Points of Light that 
provides services that include 

tutoring, mentoring, holiday 
event planning and organiz-
ing sports tournaments. “We 
just want to give hope,” Motu 
says, “because we don’t want 
to go another day without 
kids knowing how to love 
themselves.” SLICE current-
ly spends about $1,000 each 
week to buy around 200 boxes 
of pizza for students who lis-
ten to its message. For Motu, 
the cost is worth being able 
to serve “a slice of pizza and a 
slice of life” to some 800 mi-
nors. SLICE is a nonprofit that 

gets money from donors that 
include a mix of businesses, 
charities, private individuals 
and religious organizations. 
While some may question the 
organization’s use of the mon-
ey, others are staunch support-
ers of the service.“Of course 
I am in favor of free pizza,” 
says Terrence Perrier, a Tech 
senior. Although he admits, “I 
don’t eat it much because the 
lines are too long.”

istrators asked either were not 
at the games or gave answers 
similar to Mr. Coplan’s. 

However, many students 
did witness the fighting and 
were very responsive about 
how the fights escalated. Small 
altercations on the bleachers 
took place throughout the 
game, but much of the more 
serious fighting began during 
the end of the fourth quarter. 
When asked about the ini-
tial causes of the more major 
fights, junior Devin Maxwell 
commented, “After someone 
started playing with a Tas-
er, people rushed out of the 
gates and up the bleachers so 
that they could see what was 

happening.” Police officers 
were called to help ease the 
situation. “There were a lot of 
police,” continues Maxwell.  
“People were jumping on po-
lice cars and throwing things 
at them. It was very intense.” 

Junior Tali Burry -Schnepp 
questioned the necessity of 
the measures taken by police 
officers. Although she did not 
attend the game, as a neighbor 
of Tech she noticed a number 
of police officers present in 
her neighborhood. “There 
were police cars everywhere 
and a large group of students 
congregating outside of Lee’s 
Donuts; a few people were 
running. It didn’t seem like 

anything had happened, but 
police were standing around 
this huge crowd that wasn’t 
doing anything violent. A 
policeman told me to go 
home, that they were about to 
start arresting people in five 
minutes. I asked him why he 
was arresting students, but 
he refused to respond or talk 
to me.” Burry -Schnepp also 
commented that two students 
fled to her house after the 
games, informing her that 
they were shot with paintball 
guns from cars and had no 
idea who shot them. 

Estimates from the Oak-
land Athletic League com-
missioner report that normal 

game security costs the OUSD 
around $175,000 per season, 
including $65,000 for police 
officers. While $175,000 is a 
hefty price to pay for securi-
ty, the prevalence of violent 
encounters between students, 
not only at the El Cerri-
to game, but at the Bishop 
O’Dowd game as well seem 
to call for necessary securi-
ty measures. Remarking on 
the September 25th Tech vs. 
O’Dowd home game, P.E. 
teacher Peter Bascom said, 
“I enjoyed seeing the energy 
from all the students at the 
O’Dowd game even though 
we got killed. It kind of makes 
me sad that students enjoy 

seeing fights and even encour-
age them at times. We need to 
have an environment where 
students from all parts of 
Oakland can be at one place 
and enjoy sporting events 
together.”

Though fights at football 
games have happened before, 
and will likely happen again, 
it is important to remember 
that our home games are 
opportunities to grow closer 
as a community in a positive 
environment. It is a shame 
that we must taint these posi-
tive situations with student on 
student violence.

(Paideia Continued from Page 1)

(Football Game Continued from Page 1)

(Slice Continued from Page 1)

Paideia program into an acad-
emy. This shift would mean 
that Paideia students would be 
exclusively Paideia students, 
unable to participate in any 
other academy, just as students 
in other academies would no 
longer be able to participate in 
Paideia. Antigone Michaels, a 
senior in both the Engineer-
ing Academy and Paideia, 
claims she would not want to 
be forced to choose between 
the two. Michaels says that 
she likes “the way Paideia is 
structured, with the Socra-
tic method and connecting 
English and history,” but she 
also thinks she may want to be 
an engineer.  Michaels brings 
up an important point. Many 
Tech students have a variety of 
academic interests that should 

be fulfilled by a breadth of 
challenging and interesting 
classes. 

Ms. Wolfe, one of the 
founders of the Paideia pro-
gram, and chair of Tech’s 
history department, provides 
insight on the subject from the 
teacher’s perspective. She op-
poses Superintendent Wilson’s 
plan because she believes the 
Paideia method of learning 
can and should benefit all stu-
dents who are up to the chal-
lenge. Wolfe says, “The idea 
of saying that there will be an 
engineer, but the engineer is 
not going to be a good writer, a 
good reader of difficult texts, a 
good thinker, is to me, ridicu-
lous. You should be be able to 
do both.” Because the class has 
a strong discussion element, 

having a variety of viewpoints 
in the classroom makes for 
richer conversation. Engineers, 
future doctors, computer pro-
grammers, fashion designers, 
and people who fit none of 

the above, do now, and should 
continue to, contribute their 
perspectives to the Paideia 
classroom if they so choose. 
While the Paideia teachers 
have made themselves clear to 
the administration that they 

do not want to academize, 
they realize that some aspects 
of academies could benefit 
the program, like funding and 
greater support from the dis-
trict. Wolfe says, however, that 
no amount of “money is worth 
the value of this program.” 

Aside from the proposed 
adjustments to the Paideia 
program, the mandatory na-
ture of Superintendent Wil-
son’s push to academize has 
issues in and of itself. “Tenth 
graders aren’t savvy enough 
nor have they had enough 
experience to know what they 
want to do for the next three 
years,” says Ms. Wolfe, “every 
student should not be forced 
into an academy.” Tenth grade 
is a young age to pigeon hole 
oneself into the specific and 

structured curriculum that 
academies provide. While the 
academy model may work for 
students with clear academic 
interests, students with more 
general interests should have 
the opportunity to explore 
classes in a variety of disci-
plines. The District has made 
no concrete decisions, but 
the floods of emails being 
sent, lunchtime debates, and 
classroom discussions that 
members of the Tech com-
munity are having about the 
potential “New Oakland Tech” 
have most certainly made an 
impression on District admin-
istrators.

“Tenth graders aren’t 
savvy enough, nor have 
they had enough experi-
ence to know what they 
want to do for the next 
three years,” 

-Maryann Wolfe


