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Next Year Could Bring New 
School Hours and Seven Periods

Changes In SAT and ACT Leave Tech 
Students in a Quandary

This year the College 
Board is releasing the new 
SAT, which among other 
changes, will no longer pe-
nalize test takers for guessing, 
makes the essay optional, and 
focuses less on obscure words 
in the verbal section. The new 
SAT somewhat resembles the 
ACT in format and question 
style, leaving some students to 
wonder if they should take the 
new SAT, the ACT or both? 

This April, OUSD is paying 
for all 11th graders to take the 
new SAT on a school day, so 
all juniors will take it. At Tech, 
People’s Test Preparation Ser-
vices provides free SAT tutor-
ing every Tuesday and Thurs-
day from 3:30 - 5:30 in room 
S1. About 50 students attend-
ed the first session, which was 

roughly twice the participa-
tion they had previously seen, 

according to Ms. Johnson, 
counselor. In addition, Tech is 

providing a free SAT practice 
exam on March 19th. With 
free weekly test prep and a 
free test provided to juniors, 
many students have decided 
to focus on the new SAT and 
prepare using the resources at 
school. The turnout for prep 
sessions far exceeds what it 
has previously, showing that 
Tech has done well with out-
reach and accessibility to help 
students prepare. This free test 
in April insures that all Tech 
juniors will be taking the test, 
regardless of how many will 
take the ACT.

On the other hand, many 
students have decided this 
year to focus on the ACT in-
stead. In a survey of ten Tech 
juniors, nine said they plan 
to take both tests. Echoing 
what several others said, Tech 

Oakland Tech at 8 am is 
usually a quiet place as a couple 
dozen students hold drowsy 
eyelids open to push through 
their A period class, but by fall 
there is a good chance the school 
will be teeming with hundreds 
of freshmen starting their first 
class bright and early. The idea 
of the seven-period schedule at 
Tech was born last year when 

the district received a large grant 
for computer science from Intel. 
However, part of the deal was 
that freshmen needed to be able 
to participate in the computer 
academy. This would wreak 
havoc in freshmen schedules, so 
Mr. Diaz came up the seven-day 
schedule in order to accom-
modate the extra class. The 
extra class for freshmen would 
be a combination of computer 
science and skills from all of the 

other academies. 
The additional class would 

only be required for freshmen 
but other grades would have the 
opportunity of taking the 8 am 
class to lower their future load or 
get ahead. The additional period 
would also  allow students to 
take recovery courses during the 
school year instead of during the 
summer before graduation. It 
would also increase the flexibili-
ty of schedules. Each class would 

Every day, Tech students 
put on long purple athlet-
ic shorts and pull yellow 
shirts over their heads to 
begin an hour of running, 
tennis, weight lifting or 
other physical exercise. 
Recently an alternative has 
become much more viable. 
In order to meet the grad-
uation requirements for 
P.E, students must attain 20 
credits. Each passed semes-
ter is worth 5 credits, and 
you must have a C or high-
er to pass. P.E. is manda-
tory for all freshman, and 
in order to get 20 credits, 
most take one more year of 
P.E, in whatever grade they 
choose. If you do not pass 
the requirements of the 
CA state physical fitness 
test, you can still pass P.E. 

but you must take the class 
again the subsequent year.

Athletes must play 4 
seasons of sports to get a 
year’s worth of credit. 2 
seasons must be completed 
before the beginning of 
the program, and 2 during. 
Only Oakland Tech sports 
will count, unless the sport 
is not offered at Tech, such 
as rugby, ultimate frisbee, 
and gymnastics. To qualify, 
you must pass a year of P.E, 
the Oakland Tech swim 
test, and the California 
fitness test. 

At the beginning of 
their selected year, students 
must attend a meeting and 
sign a contract commit-
ting to the program. In the 
second semester, partici-
pants will complete a 2000 
word essay about how 
their sport addresses the 

          Josef Cutler/Scribe

(PE Credits continues on Page 8)

Change in 
Policy Could 

Make It Easier 
To Get Advanced 

Credits For PE

By Aiko Takata and 
Gabriel Louis-Kayen

Karl Keck/Scribe

The counselor’s office will see many changes if this 7-period schedule becomes a reality.

By Alice Blackorby

By Clara McGilly and 
Ayla Frost 
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Dates to 
Remember

February 25th - 7:00 p.m. Work-
shop: How To Identify and Help 

Commerically Sexually Exploited 
Children

February 26th - 7:00 p.m. Black 
History Month Dance Production 

& Soul Food Fundraiser

For more events and dates, visit 
oaklandtech.com/staff/calendar

News

 Bike Share Program In Oakland Could Allow For 
Greater Transport

New Bike Racks Encourage Sustainable 
Commuting

  Sports 
Calendar

Feb 25 - 7:00 p.m. Var Boys 
Soccer Game

Feb 26 - 6:00 p.m.  Var Girls 
Basketball

Feb 26 - 8:30 p.m.  Var Boys 
Basketball

*more events listed on online 
calendar*

For more information 
visit oaklandtech.com/staff/

athletics-calendar

FROM THE WEB 

Last month, we asked
readers in an online poll: 

Should Tech Soccer games be 
free? 

60% said: Yes
40% said: No, $2 is a good price 

0% said: No, they should cost 
more than $2

0% said: No, but the price 
shouldn’t be imposed until next 

year

Visit
oaklandtechscribe.com

now to vote in our latest poll

 
Should the 7-period day plan be 

enacted?

Only at Tech do we see a 
recycling can for every class-
room and organic scraps for 
every compost bin. After years 
of protest by the environmen-
tally conscious community 
of Oakland Tech, the Green 
Club has taken the initiative 
and organized a brand new, 
state-of-the-art waste disposal 
system.

Oakland Tech’s student 
population has been mush-
rooming over the past five 
years, and more people means 
more garbage. Despite the 
influx of refuse, the school’s 
waste disposal system has not 
been updated to accommo-
date it all, and the result can 
be seen every day: smelly, 
overpacked trash cans, stuffed 
with a myriad of materials 
that could otherwise be re-
used or more effectively taken 
care of. 

The lack of recycling or 
compost options has long 
been a complaint of staff and 
students alike, so in lieu of 
OUSD’s sluggish response, the 

Green Club has stepped in. 
The new system is as 

simple as providing every 
classroom with designated 
recycling and compost bins, 
and strategically placing green 

and blue “brutes” -those giant 
garbage cans with wheels- 
around school for accessibility 
during lunch. 

To demonstrate how to 
use the new receptacles, Mr 
Senn’s APES students will be 
doing presentations in every 
history and government class 

around Tech. The idea is that 
once the purpose of each 
type of disposal is made clear, 
students will make an effort 
to sort their own trash, thus 
leading to a far smaller carbon 

footprint of the school and a 
much greener future.

The Green Club receives 
funding from the PTSA, but 
there is some controversy over 
where the real cost should fall.

“I think OUSD should 
take care of it,” states senior 
Sam Hopkinson. “It’s not fair 

that Green Club is paying for 
this service that the district 
is responsible for. I mean, if 
they’re not going to pay for 
new trash cans, what are they 
here for?”

Fellow senior Emily Percy 
agrees. “I’m excited for the 
new recycling and compost 
stuff, I think it will have a 
very positive impact, but it’s 
frustrating to hear that OUSD 
isn’t paying for it. Plus,” she 
adds, “I’m not sure that the 
government teachers, espe-
cially the ones on the AP cur-
riculums, will be so happy to 
give up valuable class time to 
hear about how to deal with 
the new trash system.”

In spite of this, most peo-
ple are optimistic about the 
new trash system. “We hope 
that in implementing this 
new sorting system, Tech will 
set a good example for other 
schools.” says Green Club 
member Sonia Aronson. For 
more information about the 
waste disposal system, contact 
Mr Senn or Ms Snyder.

Tech to Recieve New Waste Disposal 
System, Courtesy of Green Club: “Get 

Dunked On, Climate Change”

The team credits their success to close relationships within the team and mutu-
al respect. 

Oakland Tech Boys Basketball Ranked 
23rd In California

The Warriors aren’t the 
only big basketball story 
coming out of Oakland 
this season. The Oakland 
Tech boys varsity basketball 
team is making huge waves 
in Oakland and beyond. 
The Bulldogs started the 
season 24-1, beating every 
team in the Oakland Ath-
letic League, and winning 
key pre-season tournament 
games against Southern 
California teams who they 
could face at State Champi-
onships. 

Tech’s success can be 
attributed to the same 
factors that always mean suc-
cess in basketball: a talented 
starting five, good chemistry, 
and great coaching. Tech’s five 
starting players: Souley Boum, 
Jamari Devertevil, Emani 
Scott, Will Campbell, and 
Dejon Davis, “have chemistry 
on the court that’s almost like 
watching the Warriors,” says 

athletic director, Jim Coplan. 
Senior Dejon Davis echoes 
Coplan, attributing most of 
the team’s success this year 
to the relationships the play-
ers have off the court. “We’re 
all really close,” says Davis, 
“sometimes we socialize a 
little more than coach wants 
us to.” 

The team’s closeness is 

clear on the court. During 
a February 5th win over 
Oakland High, the Bulldogs 
passed the ball with graceful 
ease. “There are not a lot of 
egos out there,” says Coplan, 
“Everyone is working togeth-
er.” 

Coach Karenga Hart has 
also had a huge impact on 
shaping the team’s success this 

year. “Coach Hart 
has done a really 
good job of mold-
ing the talent he has 
into a team.” From 
the sidelines, Hart 
coaches with a calm 
sense of authority. 
“He’s a really great 
coach,” says Davis 
enthusiastically. 
“There’s mutual re-
spect between us.”

Currently ranked 
23rd in California 
and 132 in the na-
tion, the Bulldogs are 

well on track to suc-
ceed later this season. 

If they win the Oakland Ath-
letic League Championships, 
which they are on track to do, 
the Bulldogs will head to the 
Northern California Champi-
onships. Depending on their 
performance at NorCal, they 
could head to the State Cham-
pionships. 

By Alice Gold

By Molly Hetherwick

These new blue and green bins will help students sort 
their trash on their own.

Emily Percy/Scribe

Antigone Michaels/Scribe
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 Bike Share Program In Oakland Could Allow For 
Greater Transport

New Bike Racks Encourage Sustainable 
Commuting

In partnership with the 
Alameda County program 
Safe Routes To School, Oak-
land Tech has replaced the 
bike racks in front of the 
main doors. The old racks 
were toaster racks, which 
can bend the wheel of the 
bike, are difficult to park 
correctly, and can only 
be locked through one 
wheel. With the new U 
racks, bikes can be locked 
through the frame and 
wheel and are much easier 
to park. 

Installing the bike racks 
was a joint effort. A school 
assessment conducted by 
Safe Routes and the City 
of Oakland in 2012 raised 
the need for new bike 
racks on Tech’s campus. 
Then Jennifer Stanley (the 
Bicycle Coordinator for 
the City of Oakland), the 
PTSA, Principal Morrison, 
and Safe Routes applied 
for and received the new U 
racks. Alissa Kronovet, the 
High School Program Man-
ager for Safe Routes says the 
new racks “allow people to 
park their bikes more easily, 
which is an incentive to ride. 
They also show that Oakland 
Tech is committed to students 
and teachers using active and 
sustainable transportation to 

get to and from school”. 
Oakland Tech has been 

participating in the Safe 

Routes program since 2012. 
Kronovet says the mission 
of the program is to “reduce 
traffic around schools and in-
crease biking, walking, taking 
transit, and carpooling.” Safe 
Routes, with the help of Tech’s 
AP Environmental Science 
classes, has already put on two 
events this year: Walk and 

Roll to School Day and Cocoa 
for Carpools, in the fall and 
winter respectively. The next 

event is the Golden Sneaker 
Challenge, where each science 
class will compete for the 
most students who carpooled, 
biked, or walked to school. 
Schools with high participa-
tion will be eligible to win a 
Platinum Sneaker trophy and 
recognition from the Alameda 
County Transportation Com-

mission.
With such great weath-

er year round (hello sunny 

February) and an increasing 
awareness of the environment, 
it’s not surprising that biking 
is popular in Oakland. An-
drew Brown, a junior at Tech, 
says he skateboards or bikes 
to and from school everyday 
because “it’s better for the 
Earth and it’s fun.” Walking, 
biking, skateboarding, roller 

skating, scootering, or even 
hoverboarding to school gets 
students outside, exercised, 
and to school before the first 

bell has rung. The only 
problem some students 
run into is where to put 
their bike or scooter until 
the end of the school day.

Many students fear that 
locking their bikes in front 
of school is just an invita-
tion for theft. Kai Dray-
ton-Yee, a junior and regu-
lar bike commuter, said “I 
wouldn’t ever put my bike 
in front of school because 
I don’t have eyes on it. If 
I lock my bike up behind 
the main building or in the 
engineering room, I pass 
my bike three times each 
day without going out of 
my way.” Safe Routes rec-
ognizes that the next step 
is installing bike racks on 
the interior of campus, so 
that students don’t need to 
bring their bikes into class-

rooms. Hopefully this, and the 
new bike racks in front, will 
erase all fears of crime from 
the minds of bicyclists, and 
encourage even more students 
to try commuting to school in 
a fun and sustainable way.

The bright blue bikes of 
Bay Area Bike Share are set 
to hit the streets of Oakland 
in 2016, and the new system 
could seriously shake up 
what it means to commute in 
the East Bay. The Bike Share 
program currently exists in 
San Francisco and San Jose, 
where members pay a month-
ly or yearly fee to have 24/7 
access to all of the city’s bikes. 
Riders pick up a bike at one 
of the many stations, ride it 
for up to half an hour, and 
then leave it the station closest 
to their destination. In Oak-
land, where AC Transit buses 
reach most neighborhoods, 
the difference that Bike Share 
would make would be subtle 
but significant. For residents, 
especially students, who live 
off the beaten bus path, rent-
able bikes could connect them 

to main transit arteries.
The current membership 

fee is a whopping $149 a year, 
although there is also $60 low 
income alternative for those 

who qualify.
For Tech students, it seems 

like these bikes could be over-
shadowed by the convenience 
of Bart and busses, but many 
agreed that  Bike Share station 
at Tech would be a dream 
come true. “That would be a 
good idea, especially for peo-
ple without other transporta-
tion,” said senior Ella Phillips. 
“I’m sure many people would 
use them for public transit,” 

agreed Tyler Brown, a fresh-
man at Tech. 

The current plan for the 
Oakland Bike Share branch 
includes reduced fees for 

low-income households and 
neighborhoods, but does not 
yet mention a student fair. 
Tech students were enthusi-
astic in their agreement that a 
reduced fare system aimed at 
students would make all the 
difference in their decision 
to take advantage of the city’s 
new wheels. Junior Dionisia 
Ruiz emphasized that “any-
thing with a student fair is 
way more appealing.” The 

idea that riding a bike could 
be interchangeable fairwise 
with taking a crowded public 
bus was popular among Tech 
students. “I totally would use 

it to bike to school and to my 
friends’ houses,” she contin-
ued.

For teenagers who have 
their own bikes and already 
bike regularly, the 850 new 
bikes wouldn’t make much 
of a difference. “I personally 
wouldn’t use it,” said freshman 
Matthew Garlick in reference 
to the new bike racks that will 
soon line Broadway. Sopho-
more Seamus Kerwin had a 

similar opinion. “I have my 
own bike, so I wouldn’t use it,” 
he explained. However, even 
those who wouldn’t find much 
daily use for the program 
admitted that it could come 
in handy as an alternative to 
stuffing bikes in the back of a 
car or on the front of an AC 
Transit bus. 

As the first Bike Share 
stations appear around Oak-
land in the coming year, Tech 
students could be some of the 
primary users and provide 
crucial feedback to make the 
program more accessible to 
teenagers. In the meantime, 
look out for the trademark 
blue bikes along Oakland 
streets, and if you get a 
chance, try out this new green 
way to commute.

Martina Starc/Scribe

By Sonia Aronson

By Meta Austin

The new racks are said to allow people to park their bikes more easily, which is an 
incentive to ride.

In Oakland, where AC Transit buses reach most neighbor-
hoods, the difference that Bike Share would make would be 

subtle but significant.
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Among the many corridors 
of Oakland Tech, a door la-
beled “Staff Only” lies behind 
the Head of Security’s office. 
This door is said to mark the 
only gender neutral bathroom 
on the Tech campus, and the 
key is only available upon 
request. Few know of this 
space, and it is seldom dis-
cussed among the population 
of Oakland Tech. The gender 
neutral bathroom is accessible 
to anyone who does not feel 
comfortable using the facilities 
that have been designated for 
men or women, and seek a 
safe and comfortable area to 
relieve themselves. Although 
this bathroom is regarded as 
gender neutral, many believe 
that the lack of open accessi-

bility may be harmful to those 
who use it. Those who use the 
bathroom must ask for a key 
that is in the possession of 
certain staff members. Regard-

ing this matter, Jade Lounds, a 
Tech Senior, believes that get-
ting access to the bathroom, 
“shouldn’t be hinged upon the 
fact that you are comfortable 
enough to out yourself to a 
faculty member, there should 

be a gender neutral bathroom 
able to be accessed by anyone.” 

A petition recently started 
to circulate discussing the de-
velopment of a more publicly 

accessible gender neutral bath-
room, and has accumulated 
200 of their 500 signature goal. 
The petitioner, who asked not 
to be named for this story, 
states that instituting a gen-
der neutral bathroom won’t 

require genderqueer people to 
out themselves, and will, “val-
idate those who identify on or 
off the gender spectrum.” Fur-
thermore, the petitioner, who 

asked to not be named,  views 
this as an opportunity to en-
courage fellow students in self 
exploration, while alleviating 
the pressure of conforming to 
male or female genders.

The petition has opened 

discussions with staff that 
explore the idea of declaring 
a current bathroom into a 
gender neutral one. The loca-
tion of this bathroom remains 
undecided, but negotiations 
with administrators are cur-
rently taking place. For some 
students, the bathroom is a 
dangerous place where they 
feel that they are not wel-
comed and force them to as-
sociate with a gender they do 
not identify with. Subjecting 
them to this stressful situation 
makes them uncomfortable, 
but with the installation of a 
gender neutral bathroom, the 
petitioner believes the com-
munity of Oakland Tech can 
become, “a society continually 
evolving into a more equal and 
all-inclusive place.”

Students Call For Gender Neutral Bathrooms

Oakland’s destination deli, 
Genova, is in great danger of 
closing its doors forever due to 
a sharp spike in rent.

Genova has been a local 
landmark since the 1920’s, the 
nearby shop having opened 
in 1996. Its homemade pastas, 
meats, Italian pastries, and 
its signature deli-style sand-
wiches have fed the patrons of 
Telegraph Avenue for gener-
ations; its fame has spread far 
and wide, and it is beloved by 
residents of the East Bay of all 

ages. Unfortunately, the joy of 
stacked sandwiches for lunch 
may now be short lived. 

 Longtime general manag-
er Julio de la Cruz said that a 
scheduled rent increase this 
spring could mean closure of 
the store, if business doesn’t 
pick up significantly. The 
Temescal Genova lease is up 
in June, and according to de 
la Cruz, “the owners of the 
business plaza want to make 
a decision as soon as possible. 
There’s always hope for a res-
olution. Right now, we’re just 

going to do what we can, and 
see what happens.” 

The manager also shoul-
dered a little bit of the blame 
onto Oakland’s new minimum 
wage law, which makes it more 
difficult for small businesses 
to absorb hikes in expenses, 
especially rent prices. 

Of course, there is the 
question of if the deli would be 
able to move to a new location 
on Telegraph, or simply close 
the store. 

“That hasn’t been deter-
mined yet,” de la Cruz said. 

“There are always options, but 
we’ve been here for 90 years, 
so why go somewhere else.”

Should the deli move far 
away, they would lose the 
valuable business from hungry 
Tech students as well.

“Genova is great and all, 
but I don’t know if I would be 
able to go during lunch if they 
go any farther away,” says se-
nior Olivia Walsh. “I love their 
sandwiches, but it’s already 
really far, and I can’t be late to 
fifth period.”

 The landlords of 

Temescal Plaza issued a sin-
gle statement regarding the 
historical institution’s closure: 
“Temescal Plaza appreciates 
the interest and concerns from 
the community in support of 
keeping Genova’s Oakland 
store open. Genova is an 
important part of the shop-
ping center and the Temescal 
community, and our goal is for 
Genova to remain at Temescal 
Plaza. We continue our efforts 
to come to a mutually agree-
able resolution with Genova.”

The End Of A Genov-Era: Iconic Deli Threatened 
To Close Due To High Rent

By Kendall Prime

Emily Percy /Scribe

By Molly Hetherwick
Much-loved Oakland deli Genova has been at its current location for over 90 years. 

The gender neutral bathroom is accessible to anyone who 
does not feel comfortable using the facilities that have been 

designated for men or women, and seek a safe and comfortable 
area to relieve themselves. Although this bathroom is regarded 
as gender neutral, many believe that the lack of open accessibil-

ity may be harmful to those who use it. 
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Ann Park: California Teacher Of The Year

In 1980, the National 
Women’s History Project was 
founded when people noticed 
a severe lack of women being 
recognized in history. Because 
of their campaigning, presi-
dent Jimmy Carter declared 
the week of International 
Women’s Day (March 8th) as 
the first ever National Wom-
en’s History Week that year. 
36 years later, the month of 
March is celebrated through-
out our country as Women’s 
History Month. This national 
holiday, which aims to rec-
ognize the overshadowed 
and underestimated women 
throughout history is espe-
cially important to a certain 
student at Tech. “I love love 
love Women’s History Month!” 
exclaims Sienna Ruiz. Current-
ly a senior, she is the founder 
of the Oakland Tech Feminist 
Club. “I like to use Women’s 
History Month to highlight 
women who we often don’t 
hear about or learn about in 
school… Women have been 
intentionally forgotten and 
erased from our history, and 
it’s about time we give women 
the credit they are due.”

Sienna first had the idea of 

creating the club as a soph-
omore two and a half years 
ago, after hearing a friend 
talk about a similar one at her 
school. She says, “I had never 
heard of such a thing before, 

but as I thought about it I got 
so excited about the possibili-
ties for a feminist club at Tech 
I kind of stopped listening to 
the conversation”. Nowadays, 
Sienna is the one leading the 
conversation. Every Tuesday, 
she and about twenty other 
students meet in Ms. Tyson’s 
room at lunch to talk about 
feminism, work on poster 
campaigns, and give educa-
tional presentations. “To me, 
feminism means inclusion, 
solidarity, and empowerment,” 
Sienna explains. “Feminism is 
about celebrating our differ-
ences and unique experiences 
and still coming together to 

empower each other. Inclusion 
is extremely important to me 
because feminism is about 
loving all types of women. It 
also involves recognizing your 
own privilege and listening to 

other’s experiences.”
Feminism has always been 

a part of Sienna’s life; both her 
parents identify as feminist 
and she and her sisters were 
raised with the ideas of equal-
ity, women’s rights, and inclu-
sion instilled upon them from 
a very young age. She recalls 
wearing her mother’s old pins, 
which said things such as, “A 
woman without a man is like a 
fish without a bicycle” and, “A 
woman’s place is in the revo-
lution” and not quite grasping 
their full meaning, but rec-
ognizing the strength they 
gave her. She attributes her 
consciousness of feminism to 

a project she worked on in her 
ninth grade California Stud-
ies class. “I didn’t grasp the 
full depth of feminism until I 
was a freshman and I learned 
about the history of women’s 

struggles in California History. 
In my project on the feminist 
movement and my subsequent 
research on feminism that 
summer, I finally discovered 
the vocabulary for under-
standing my experiences”. She 
now hopes she can spread this 
knowledge and strength to 
other people throughout the 
community, who may be feel-
ing as she did. Describing her 
goals for the club, Sienna says, 
“I really want every girl who’s 
been a part of this club to feel 
empowered. My main goal 
was to make Feminist Club an 
inclusive space especially for 
women of color, queer women, 

trans women, and non-binary 
people because there has been 
a long history of exclusion in 
the feminist movement that I 
wanted to counteract. At the 
end of the day, I want every 
girl to know they are valued 
and that their voices matter.”

Feminism and feminist 
beliefs are things she believes 
everyone should implement 
into their lives. Sienna sug-
gests to “research feminism 
and educate others on what 
feminism means. In addi-
tion, people should always be 
reflective on their actions and 
be critical of the ingrained 
sexism within themselves and 
others… On the other side,  
allies to the feminist move-
ment can recognize when they 
need to step down and when 
they need to listen to women’s 
experiences… So often women 
are blamed for their disem-
powerment and told to solve 
it themselves but if men could 
learn to view women with 
unconditional respect, analyze 
their and their friends’ actions, 
and deconstruct their misog-
ynistic ideas, then there could 
be a lot of change.”

Last October, Ms. Ann Park 
was recognized as Teacher of 
the Year by the State Superin-
tendent of Public Instruction. 
Ms. Park has been an Oakland 
Teacher for over 20 years, and 
is a parent of a senior at Oak-
land Tech. I interviewed Ms. 
Park about her experience as a 
teacher in Oakland, and about 
what she thinks this recogni-
tion should mean for Oakland 
teachers and students.

Scribe: First, I want the read-
ers to know about you. How 
long have you been teaching 
in Oakland, and at which 
schools have you taught at? 
Ms. Park: I’ve been an educa-
tor for 25 years--4 as a math 
specialist with Project SEED, 
and 21 years as an OUSD 
teacher. I taught for 11 years 
at Garfield Elementary (with 
your principal Staci Mor-
rison--she taught 4th and I 
taught 5th there)--2 years in 
6th grade when they were still 
part of elementary schools, 1 
year in 4th grade, and 8 years 
in 5th, teaching all subjects. 
Then I taught 5th grade (all 
subjects) at Bridges Academy 
at Melrose for 9 years. This 

is my first year at Greenleaf 
TK-8 School. I teach 5th grade 
writing and science to all 75 
fifth graders.

Scribe: Next, why do you 
teach in Oakland and what 
this experience has taught 
you? 
Ms. Park: When I worked 
with Project SEED as a math 
specialist, I had the oppor-
tunity to teach in different 
school districts--Berkeley, 
Alameda, Oakland, and West 
Contra Costa. I loved them 
all, but Oakland has a special 
place in my heart because I 
live here in Oakland. I saw 
first-hand how awesome Oak-
land students were. Oakland 
has a very diverse student 
population, and the students 
are eager to learn. Through my 
experiences teaching in Oak-
land, I’ve been able to see first-
hand how high expectations 
for students go a long way. It’s 
crucial that we all believe that 
Oakland students can rise up 
to the challenge of participat-
ing in thoughtful debate as 
they try to negotiate meaning 
and construct knowledge with 
each other. I’ve also learned 
how resilient Oakland stu-

dents are. So many have so 
much going on in their lives 
and in the community, yet 
they still come to school ready 
to learn.

Scribe: What is your proud-
est moment as a teacher, and 
what motivates you to go to 
school and teach every day? 
Ms. Park: Well, being named a 
California Teacher of the Year 
is definitely something I’m 
very proud of, but my proud-
est moments as a teacher 
happen on a day-to-day basis 
and are when students take 
charge of their learning and 
really get involved in academ-
ic discourse with each other. I 
love it when I hear them say, 
“I respectfully disagree with 
you because....” or when they 
ask each other questions to 
push their thinking. I’m also 
proud when students show 
genuine support and empathy 
for each other.

As for motivation to go to 
school each day, it’s the stu-
dents and my colleagues. I am 
learning from my students all 
the time. Teaching is definitely 
never boring! My colleagues 
inspire me to think of new 
ways to support student learn-

ing, and it’s a honor to work 
with them.

Scribe: My next question has 
to do with your recognition as 
Teacher of the Year. What do 
you think this award should 
mean to the teachers and peo-
ple whose purpose in OUSD 
is to help children and young 
adults be successful? 
Ms. Park: I think this award 
and recognition shows that 
we have amazing teachers and 
students in Oakland. And I 
hope that it also highlights 
that while student achieve-
ment is important, we cannot 
reach that goal without also 
focusing on the social-emo-
tional needs of our students. 
If we want students to take in-
tellectual risks as they debate 
and have to listen to others 
who disagree with them, then 
we have to make sure our 
classrooms and schools are 
safe environments where they 
feel supported enough to take 
risks. Students are not just 
percentages or reading levels. 
They are people with dreams 
and aspirations and we need 
to make sure we get to know 
each student as a person, not 
just as a piece of data.

Oakland often gets such 
bad press, and there isn’t 
enough out being said about 
the good things going on. I 
consider this award more to 
be about the students and 
what they have been able to 
achieve, and also about all my 
peers in the district. EVERY 
teacher should be recognized 
for the very hard work they 
put in day in and day out, 
many of those being unpaid 
hours. 

I know there are many 
great teachers in OUSD. I 
know this both as a teacher 
in the district, but also as a 
proud parent of a senior at 
Oakland Tech. Oakland teach-
ers are intelligent and creative 
and inspiring, so my hope is 
that every single teacher in 
the district feels valued and 
appreciated.

Ms. Park is a true inspira-
tion for teachers and students 
alike. People across Oakland 
Unified are proud of Ms. Park’s 
dedication and respect for her 
peers and students. Thank you 
Oakland Teachers for all the 
hard work that you’ve put in to 
your jobs.

Tech Students Celebrate Women’s History Month
By Margarita Ku

By Amarit Ubhi

 “My main goal was to make Feminist Club an inclusive space 
especially for women of color, queer women, trans women, and 

non-binary people because there has been a long history of exclusion 
in the feminist movement that I wanted to counteract. At the end 

of the day, I want every girl to know they are valued and that their 
voices matter.”

(Women’s History continues 
on page 6)
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Op-Ed:The Hallway is Your Runway

Spirit Week! School Rallies! 
... Go Bulldogs? Many stu-
dents laugh at the thought of 
school spirit at our wonderful 
high school, Oakland Tech. 
They complain that we never 
have enough spirit, and that 
the rallies always look bor-
ing. “Like, who actually cares 
about this stuff?” some might 
say, “Why participate when it’s 
not fun? No one else is doing 
it. I don’t give a care about 
school spirit.”

 It’s true; walking into a 
classroom dressed in a cra-
zy costume for spirit week 
while all your peers snicker 
and stare at you can be quite 
a nerve racking experience. 
It’s not fun when you dress up 
for Spirit Week alone, and feel 
awkward during your entire 
day at school. Rallies and 
Spirit Weeks are supposed to 
create a sense of community 
at a school, but unfortunately 
at Tech it’s not until halfway 

through the week that people 
finally realize that it’s Spirit 
Week and then they’re too lazy 
or embarrassed to dress up. 
Derrick Debose, a Tech senior, 
told me, “Since it’s my last year 
in high school, I won’t be able 
to participate in these activ-
ities really ever again, and I 
want to make the most of my 
[senior] year.” Debose is not 
the only one who feels that se-
nior year is the year to finally 
have school spirit. So during 
freshman, sophomore, and 
junior years, many will refrain 
from attending school rallies 
or engaging in Spirit Week 
because it’s not the time and 
others are too judgemental. 
In all honesty, many Bulldogs 
lack school spirit. 

Some suggested ways to 
draw people in are to improve 
the communication between 
the students and those in 
charge of Spirit Week days. 
As Tech sophomore Aiza said, 
“I would have participated if 

I was aware that Spirit Week 
was happening but I didn’t 
know until midweek.” She 
continued to tell me how she 
feels that our school’s an-
nouncements, posters, and 
assemblies are not consistent, 
and to have school spirit she 

would need to know what is 
going on. Part of the reason 
she is uninformed of so many 
of the school’s events is be-
cause on Upper Campus the 
announcements are difficult to 
hear and not everything that 
is told to students on lower 
campus is passed along to 

those at Upper Campus. This 
lack of communication creates 
a void between those on lower 
campus with those on Upper 
Campus, making it diffi-
cult to have a greater school 
community. However, this 
void in information is not the 
sole reason our Spirit Weeks 
and rallies are not world-re-
nowned. Some people, like 
Milo Baker, are just not inter-
ested in partaking; he says that 
he merely does “the days of 
spirit week [he] can”.

Those who do show up to 
the rallies have a blast, because 
the activities are endearing 
to watch and participate in, 
and plus you’re able to show 
off your competitive side. 
School spirit can be really 
awesome when everyone joins 
in to make it fun. You might 
be thinking, “Why bother? 
What’s so great about it? I’d 
rather not embarrass myself.” 
But, to be honest, partici-
pating in Spirit Week shows 

confidence, and confidence is 
cool. Plus, the class that wins 
the most points from all of 
the competitions throughout 
Spirit Week ends up getting 
a donation to their class for 
future activities like Prom 
or graduation. The days may 
not always be what you wish 
for, but high school is short 
and it’s worth it to put your-
self out there. It’s fun, funny, 
and nice to not really have to 
think about whether people 
are judging you, because you 
know they are! So this Spirit 
Week, play dress up, enjoy 
yourself, and don’t give a care 
what other people think! The 
hallway is your runway.

Spirit Week Days February 
22- 26, 2016

Monday: Plaid Day
Tuesday: Class Colors Day/ 

Rally Day
Wednesday: Oakland Tech 

Colors Day
Thursday: Tie Dye Day
Friday: Sports Day

Senior Year Survival: February and March

By Grace Vaughan Brekke

By Jessica Gagliardi
Antigone Michaels/Scribe

If you’re applying to college 
this year, you know what a 
stressful and anxiety-ridden 
time the months of February 
and March are; the applica-
tions you’ve been crafting for 
months are all submitted, and 
there’s nothing you can do but 
sit back and wait to hear your 
decisions. Here are some ideas 
for things you can do to make 
the most of the time between 
now and when you have to 
start making your final deci-
sion about where to go next 
year!
Apply for scholarships - If 
you can’t let the college pro-
cess rest or find yourself with 
more down time now that 
you’re not spending every free 
minute of your life writing ap-
plication essays and filling out 
FAFSA, this is a great time to 
apply for scholarships! Schol-

arships are probably the best 
way to help ease the financial 
burden of paying for college, 
because almost all scholar-
ships come in the form of 
grants; they are essentially free 
money and never need to be 
paid back, unlike the student 
loans we’ve all heard so much 

about. 
Make time for your friends 
- Spring semester of your 
senior year is going to be one 
of the last chances you may 
get to spend time with your 
high school friends; make the 
most of this and spend lots of 
quality time with your squad! 

Dance parties, camping trips, 
sleepovers, baking parties, 
treasure hunts, and road trips 
are all great ideas for ways to 
have a blast with your friends 
before you all go your separate 
ways this fall.
Get Outdoors - A great way 
to relieve the stress of wait-

ing to hear back from your 
colleges is to spend time 
outdoors, away from screens 
and homework (and proba-
bly your parents!). More and 
more studies are showing that 
there is a link between spend-
ing time outdoors and feeling 
centered and calm, so go for a 
hike or a bike ride, take your 
dog for a walk, kick a soccer 
ball around in one of Oak-
land’s many public parks, or 
meditate in your backyard!
Listen to Music - Let yourself 
be de-stressed by the power 
of music--we’ve compiled a 
Senior Year Survival playlist 
of feel-good, pump-up, and 
calm-down jams that are sure 
to leave you feeling better 
about your entire life. Check 
it out here: http://tinyurl.com/
he5az9c

Your February Horoscopes

Stressed out Seniors don’t know what to do in spare time.

And inspiration is all 
around us. Growing up, Sien-
na saw strength and passion 
in her mother and her sisters, 
who empowered her to find 
her own strength. These days, 
her list of role models goes on 
and on. “There are too many 
to count. Right now I’m really 

inspired by the young activ-
ists Amandla Stenberg and 
Rowan Blanchard. The poet 
Nayyirah Waheed is also one 
of my big artistic inspirations 
right now.” All women inspire 
her through their positivity, 
Sienna explains.”The envi-
ronment of feminist club and 
the powerful friendships I’ve 
made with other women have 

really helped me gain confi-
dence in myself.”

While it may seem like she 
has it all figured out, Sienna 
is not finished. In the end, she 
still describes herself as grow-
ing. “At the moment, I’m real-
ly trying to work on making 
myself a better person in little 
ways. I’m not perfect and I’ve 
made many mistakes, some 

with the Feminist Club, but I 
try to learn from every pain/
ful experience...It’s definitely 
not an easy process or always 
smooth sailing but I try every 
day to criticize myself for 
things I could help, forgive 
myself for the things I couldn’t 
help, and always come back 
ready to try again.”

19 years ago, feminists 

reached a victory in declaring 
the first National Women’s 
History Month in the U.S. 
Since then, women have 
achieved a great deal and have 
struggled a great deal. March 
is Women’s History Month 
and women like Sienna are 
the future.

(Women’s History contin-
ued from page 5)

“The days may not 
always be what you 
wish for, but high 
school is short and 
it’s worth it to put 
yourself out there”
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Everyone takes a little 
creative license in decorating 
their lockers, but the freshman 
hallway is sporting a never-be-
fore-seen trend: occupants 
have taken to pasting giant 
cutouts of memes, emojis, 
celebrities, and catchphrases to 
the outside of their lockers. 

The start of this trend can 
be traced back to Ben Muchin, 
who one day, while in a foul 
mood, apparently ripped the 
locker door off its hinges. 
“I promise, this is all real.” 
Muchin says. “I went to fifth 
period with it. Ask my teacher.”

Disappointed that he had 
inadvertently ruined his own 
locker, Muchin thought it only 

fair if he decorated it.
“Originally, I was just going 

to cover it with Star of David 
wrapping paper, to celebrate 
Chanukah,” Muchin explains, 
“but then I decided, not ev-
eryone is Jewish, and everyone 
should be able to celebrate my 
locker. And, everyone knows 
John Cena, and everyone 
knows Shia Labeouf.”

For Muchin both John 
Cena, a professional wrestler, 
rapper and movie star and 
Shia Labeouf, an American 
actor and director are figures 
of power and hard work, that 
embody the Tech spirit. Other 
freshman have followed in his 
suit, and started sticking pic-

tures on their lockers as well. 
This form self expression 

is an example of the individ-
uality of the freshman class, 
and definitely spices up the 
hallway. However, it does beg 
the question: is it vandalizing 
school property if one tapes a 
meme to their own locker?

“I don’t condone defac-
ing Tech property, unless it 
brings the spirit in the right 
direction, which I think I’ve 
done.” Muchin laughs. The 
administration has apparently 
been silent on this issue and in 
the meantime the hall will be 
plastered with pictures.

Karl Keck/Scribe
By Molly Hetherwick

Your February Horoscopes
Aries: This month will be 

full of tension. These conflict-
ing energies in the celestial 
skies will leave you confused 
and lost. Remember, working 
through the month slowly will 
be beneficial. At school, try 
to take a step back and think 
about your situation and its 
effects on your future. 

Taurus: This is a mellow 
month for you, Taurus. Take 
the time to enjoy what life 
has to offer. These harmo-
nious feelings will keep you 
clear-headed. Now is a good 
time to try to learn new things 
and make new friends. You’ll 
be more aware of the valuable 
people around you. 

Gemini: Have you been 

feeling a little stressed lately? 
The stars aren’t going easy on 
you this month. Fretting over 
minor misfortunes will only 
make things worse. In school, 
it’s best to recall that you’re 
only getting used to the new 
school year. Take it easy, but 
be careful not to blow it.

Cancer :The stars are 
in your favor, Cancer. This 
month is full of optimism for 
you. Channelling your hap-
piness and positivity towards 
your friends and loved ones 
will let everyone enjoy it too. 
It doesn’t hurt to be nice. 

Leo: the stars have given 
you confidence and strength 
to believe in yourself. This 
may seem like a good thing, 
leo, but it’s only a good thing 
if you stay rational. As a fiery 
lion, you tend to get ahead of 

yourself. So even if you think 
you’re going to pass your next 
test, it wouldn’t hurt at all to 
study!

Virgo: this month will 
be a bit complicated, Virgo.  
Though it may seem as if all is 
going your way, stay cautious 
of your surroundings and al-
ways think twice before doing 
anything. Any big decisions 
should not be made with-
out guidance from a trusted 
friend. 

Libra: Take risks this 
month. You’ve been in your 
comfort zone so far and it’s 
time for you to do something 
new. Don’t play it safe, Libra. 
One of these risks will pay off 
tremendously in the long run. 

Scorpio: This month will 
bring you closer to the ones 

you love. Receive them kind-
ly and make sure not to turn 
them away in times of hard-
ship. Stay close to your good 
friends and improve upon the 
relationships you have already 
established. Acting kindly 
towards others will lead to 
compassion in return.  

Sagittarius: Your romantic 
prospects are looking good 
Sagittarius. The one you’ve 
been pursuing will finally 
come around-but be sure to 
be the one who makes the 
first move. Have confidence in 
yourself and your feelings will 
be returned. 

Capricorn: Be open to new 
ideas this month. Your con-
versational skills are improv-
ing and it’s time to get other 
people’s perspective on issues. 
Don’t block out someone else’s 

ideas because their ideas seem 
odd or different. Instead, be 
open minded and observant. 
A theory will come your way 
that will change everything. 

Aquarius: Your life will 
get a little disorganized this 
month. Make sure that you 
reflect on what your priorities 
are and organize accordingly. 
Don’t get too distracted and 
instead focus on what you find 
most important. 

Pisces: Take it one day at a 
time, Pisces. The responsibility 
seems overwhelming, but you 
need to tackle your problems 
one by one. Eventually you 
will get through this and be 
better for it. Don’t be sad-
dened-blue skies are coming 
next month.

By Sienna Ruiz 
and Amarit Ubhi

By Trevor Harrison
It’s well known that the 

cost of attending college has 
been steadily rising, but what 
receives less attention is that 
students may end up paying 
over $1100 on testing alone 
before ever setting foot on 
a university campus. That 
includes registration for AP 
tests, SATs or ACTs , PSATs in 
Junior year, SAT retakes (or 
ACT retakes) and SAT Subject 
tests.  Over the years the price 
of testing has risen slowly but 
steadily. In 1985 SAT registra-
tion cost $11, the equivalent of 
about $24 2016 dollars. Today 
the test costs $43 (or $54.50 
with the new optional essay). 

For most private colleges 

and many public, the SAT or 
ACT is a gateway to admis-
sion. As  the masses of college 
applicants have increased so 
has the number of test takers, 
rising 66% for the SAT and 
128% for the ACT in between 
1985 and 2012. Both the Col-
lege Board and ACT, which 
administer the SAT and ACT 
tests respectively, have taken 
advantage of their duopoly by 
raising prices. Perhaps unsur-
prisingly, the profits and assets 
of the College Board soared 
between 2004 and 2014, from 
$361,785,522 in net assets to 
$848,905,841.

Growth of over 100% is 
great news for any business, 
especially when revenues rise 

almost $300 million over that 
same period. But the college 
board is not a business.  It is a 
non-profit organization that 
doesn’t pay taxes  and instead 
receives over $4 million in 
government funding.

The board does use some of 
that money to help low in-
come students.  Students who 
demonstrate financial need 
can get waivers that reduce 
their fees on both AP tests 
and SATs.  At Tech, students 
qualifying for free or reduced 
price lunches can often get a 
fee reduction to their AP fee 
of $30 and matching funds 
from the state of California 
that bring down the total cost 
to $5. Similar programs exist 

for the SAT, but currently the 
College Board only subsidizes 
one sitting of the SAT test per 
year for low income students. 
It also grants low income 
students college application fee 
waivers for only four schools.

While this program is 
better than nothing, it still put 
lows income students at a dis-
advantage to their peers, who 
often apply to as many as 20 
schools. And admission rates 
are declining at most selective 
schools, so  qualified seniors 
have to apply to more schools, 
just to have the same chances 
of acceptance as their prede-
cessors. 

The college board works 
hard to keep its privileged tax 

status by lobbying lawmakers. 
In 2014 it spent  $1,768,295 for 
that purpose. In addition, the 
chief executive, David Colman, 
receives over $740,000 per year 
in total compensation to keep 
the organization expanding 
and prospering. To me this 
seems ridiculous. Why should 
an organization that continues 
to increase its profits at the ex-
pense of those it serves receive 
government support? The time 
has come not only to question 
that rising price of college and 
the legitimacy of standard tests 
in determining academic apti-
tude but also the organization 
that facilitates college admis-
sion and delivers those tests.

OpEd: How To Make Millions Without Paying Taxes

Freshman Paper The Halls With Heroes From Popular Culture
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Junior Lucy Flattery-Vickness 
said, “I’m only taking the new 
SAT because OUSD is paying 
for it, otherwise I would only 
take the ACT because it has 
already been well established.” 

Some feel that since the 
SAT is changing to become 
more similar to the ACT, 

focusing on the ACT, which 
hasn’t changed and has more 
study materials, makes more 
sense. Another Tech Junior, 
Asa Kalish, said, “I’m focusing 
on the ACT, and I’m not pre-
paring for the SAT because I 
wouldn’t be taking it if OUSD 
wasn’t paying for it.” Since the 

new SAT test is completely 
new, it’s hard for students to 
know what to expect even 
though the College Board has 
released some sample ques-
tions. Thus, many students are 
focusing their study efforts 
on the ACT while also taking 
the new SAT since OUSD is 

providing the opportunity for 
free.

Tech is doing a great job 
providing SAT resources and 
test prep for students, and 
helping kids get ready for the 
test day. A small survey of ju-
niors indicates that many will 
be taking both the SAT and 

the ACT, with the free SAT in 
April swaying some of them 
to take it. This year’s juniors 
will be the new SAT’s “tester” 
class, and it will be interesting 
to see how results on this test 
compare both to the ACT and 
the old SAT.

be a few minutes shorter, and 
school for most kids would 
start in second period, around 
9, and end a little before 4.  
First period would start at 
around 8. Another change is 
that every Wednesday would 
be a minimum day instead 
of twice a month. Mr. Diaz 
thinks this will lead to a less 
confusing schedule and more 
time for teachers to collabo-
rate. 

Many students think this 
could be a positive change. 
Kate Packer-Dawley, an 11th 
grader, says, “I like the idea 
that students will be able to be 
able to be in an academy that 
they are interested in while 

still having time for all class-
es required for graduation”. 
Most are happy about sleep-
ing in, but some athletes feel 
that they would get home 
too late after practice or not 
be able to get to a club sport 
practice on time. Mr. Diaz 
has considered this potential 
problem and is brainstorm-
ing solutions like making 
the last period of the day 
advanced sports for student 
athletes. The seven-period 
schedule has many benefits 
for incoming freshmen. 
Casey Levitt, a 9th grader, 
explains, “I wish I had gotten 
the chance to be exposed to 
computer science as a 9th grader. It’s cool that they get to 

learn the skills that are useful 

for jobs in our advancing 
society and get exposed to 
the academies early which 
makes it less stressful to 
choose an academy for 10th 
grade.”

The teachers will vote 
soon on Mr. Diaz’s proposed 
seven-period schedule. They 
were supposed to vote on 
February 8, but Mr. Diaz 
says that “further discussion 
is needed as a whole group”. 
Ms. Haugen, an 11th grade 
history and English teacher, 
among other teachers, has 
expressed concerns over 
the details of next year’s 

schedule. “There is nothing 
magical about having six or 

seven periods. It’s the details 
that matter”, states Ms. Hau-
gen. She and other teachers 
do not have enough concrete 
facts about the specifics of the 
schedule to make a decision. 
Ms. Haugen wants to know 
how this schedule will affect 
teachers’ pay and whether 
it would allow teachers to 
collaborate more because 
they would have overlapping 
periods. Teachers will also 
vote on whether minimum 
days should start later or end 
earlier. 

The details still have to 
be worked out, but the sev-
en-period day will most likely 
become reality. 

(New School Hours  Continued from Page 1)

(SAT Continued from Page 1)

(PE Credits Continued from Page 1)
physical fitness requirements, 
and be tested by Mr. Bover on 
their physical abilities. Their 
coach must verify that they 
are attending 90% of practices 
and games and giving their 
best effort all the time. 

OUSD is in the process 
of changing the policy. Cur-
rently, students can only get 
credit for playing two different 
sports, but now two seasons of 
the same sport will count. For 
example, in the past, members 
of Tech teams such as crew 
and track, both of which prac-
tice year round, have not been 
able to get credit for a whole 
year of sports. Milo Kagiwada, 
a 10th grader who does crew 
in the winter and swimming 
in the spring, explains why he 
finds this policy unfair be-
cause these “are sports where 
you improve a lot over a long 
period of time,” and some 
athletes switch off the team 
for half the year so that they 

get P.E. credit. “Especially in 
crew, it’s important to have 

a tight team and that’s really 
hard when you lose a lot of 

people.” Changing the policy 
to include any sport for two 

seasons will encourage ath-
letes to stay on the same team 
for a full year.

This policy will be retro-
active, meaning that you can 
get credit for all sports you 
have played while at Tech, in-
cluding those before the new 
program was implemented. 
Also there is no maximum to 
the number of credits you get 
earn, so athletes should keep 
playing!

This policy is still being 
developed by OAL so nothing 
is set in stone, however there 
will be a change by next year. 
According to Mr. Coplan, 
“the initial letter on this has 
raised so many questions that 
nothing has been established 
in its final form.” A meeting 
has been scheduled for Febru-
ary 25th, 2:00pm at 900 High 
Street with OAL President 
Alphonso Powell and Bernard 
McCune.

Antonia Starc/Scribe

Currently,  students have to take and participate in PE classes like the one pictured above.

The Counseling Office


