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Promising Start for Race, Policy, and Law 
Academy

By Jordan Klein

 Something is very differ-
ent about the upcoming summer 
of 2018. All OUSD schools will 
resume from summer vacation on 
August 13th, meaning summer 
is nine weeks long instead of the 
usual ten. For Oakland Tech and 
other OUSD high schools, finals 
week is always at the end of the 
third marking period - a couple 
weeks after winter break. But 
shifting the schedule so school 
starts a week earlier means finals 
will be moved to before winter 
break and starting the second 
semester when students return. 
OUSD is also advertising that the 
new start date benefits the edu-
cators and will improve teacher 
satisfaction. The final day of the 
2018/19 school year and the dates 
of school breaks have not been 
finalized.

Naturally, students finding 
out they have one less week of 
summer resulted in some un-
happy reactions. Quite a few 
were unaware of the change, and 
others didn’t know the effects that 
would result from the new sched-
ule. After explaining how the new 
start day would allow finals to 
happen before winter break, some 
reactions shifted; others didn’t. 
Eleventh grader Jacob Itsekson, 
disappointed about the shorter 

summer and unphased by the 
new finals schedule, remarked, 
“I want my ten weeks!” Eleventh 
graders Olivia Petty and Corinna 
Basch, while not excited about 
the loss of an entire week of their 
vacations, were pleased to hear 
about having finals before break 
because they feel it will relieve 
a lot of unwanted stress. Petty 
even stated that she would “pre-
fer that to how it is now”, but 
John Klopotowski on the other 
hand, would rather the schedule 
remained the way it is now. He 
feels like the amount of time after 
winter break until finals are held 
is enough to not need to study 
over the break. While students’ 
opinions were mixed regarding 
the benefits and drawbacks of the 
shift in the school schedule, there 
was a common trend: a lack of 
awareness and knowledge regard-

ing when and why the change had 
been made.

Information about the new 
start date has not been suitably 
broadcasted to the student body. 
Many students question how their 
opinions on the new schedule can 
be accounted for if they weren’t 
aware of what was happening. 
The Oakland Tech website does 
not offer news about the change 
and it takes some searching on 
the OUSD website to find a page 
with limited information about 
the future schedule. OUSD states 
on their website that their goal 
of the new first day is inform the 
community and establish an un-
derstanding, as well as “support 
students’ academic achievement”. 
Do you feel supported with this 
change? Let OUSD know your 
thoughts!

study and allow them to form 

OUSD School Year to Start Earlier

Lucky students get to spend more time at Tech next year.

By Emma Mansell

As you walk into Mr. 
Madom’s classroom, the 
first thing you notice is 
the posters. The walls 
are lined with signs from 
social justice movements, 
pictures of prominent ac-
tivists, and slogans pro-
moting equality and jus-
tice for all. This room is 
the base of the new Race, 
Policy, and Law Acade-
my (RPL for short), our 
newest pathway at Tech. 
The curriculum is de-
signed to investigate how 
race and ethnicity have 
influenced American 
history, politics, and law. 
So far, the tenth graders 
have covered a unit on 
racial identity and how 
it has manifested itself 
in legislation like the 
Fourteenth Amendment. 
Students explored what 

race meant to them, 
and how society should 
handle race-based policy 
like affirmative action. 
As they move into their 
unit about immigration, 
the class is studying the 
book Enrique’s Jour-
ney by Sonia Nazario, 
a story of a Honduran 
boy traveling to Amer-
ica. Since the Law and 
Society class is blocked 
with English 2, students 
analyze both the narra-
tive of the book and the 
policies like DACA that 
influence undocumented 
immigrants. Though this 
prevents RPL students 
from joining the Paideia 
program, Mr. Madom 
sees the blocked classes 
as essential to the goals 
of the academy. “You 
can’t pick just one or the 
other because the cur-
riculum is interwoven,” 

he says. However, 
some current tenth 
graders felt this was a 
dealbreaker. A soph-
omore now in the 
Engineering Acad-
emy said they were 
excited about the new 
academy, but felt that 
the Race, Policy, and 
Law Academy was 
ignoring the overlap 
between students 
interested in both 
Paideia and RPL: 
“Forcing us to pick 
one over the other was 
frustrating, especially 
because many of the 
people now in Paideia 
are interested in histo-
ry and politics- that’s 
exactly why we decided 
to take more intensive 
history classes.” Howev-
er, for the students who 
did choose the academy, 
the year seems off to a 

strong start. Mr. Madom 
has taught for several 
years on and off as an 
English teacher, taking 
a break to get his law 
degree and work in the 
labor movement. His ex-
periences as a lawyer, ac-
tivist, and teacher make 

him uniquely prepared to 
lead the academy, which 
has lofty goals for its stu-
dents. Mr. Madom and 
Ms. Woo (who is part-
nering with the academy 
to help with planning 
the curriculum, but not 
teaching) are aiming for 

By Samuel Lin

It is 8 AM on a Satur-
day morning, but dozens 
of students are already 
piled into Oakland Tech’s 
auditorium. They were 
not to be disappoint-
ed with the day’s main 
event, TEDxOakland. 
TEDxOakland was held 
on October 22, and 
presented a dynamic 
collection of speakers and 
performers who came to 
Oakland Tech to share 
their ideas.  By the time 
the event began at around 
9am, the audience had 
grown considerably and 
consisted of a number of 
Tech students.

The TED event 
spanned nearly the entire 
Saturday, from 9am to 
6pm. Within the nine 
hours, there were five 
90-minute talk sessions, 
each featuring no more 
than five individuals. 
Each session focused on 
a different idea. Although 
these topics were varied, 
ranging from immigra-
tion rights to scientific 
innovations, everything 
dealt with the event’s 
highlighting theme: 

“Shaping Tomorrow.” 
Students were thrilled 

by the diverse group of 
speakers, comedians, mu-
sicians, and performers 
that came to TEDxOak-
land. Among them were 
BART Director and civil 
rights activist Lateefah 
Simon, Grammy nom-
inated entertainers Los 
Rakas, and comedian 
Reggie Brown, who enter-
tained the audience with 
a captivating imperson-
ation of Barack Obama. 
Many had also eagerly an-
ticipated the United Farm 
Workers’ co-founder 
Dolores Huerta, who was 
sadly unable to attend the 
event. 

While admissions 
tickets were $100 per 
person, several of Tech’s 
academies, among them 
the Computer and Health 
Academies, provided a 
limited number of free 
tickets to their students. 
Ms. Vanessa, who works 
for the Health Academy, 
explains the importance 
of bringing events such 
as TEDxOakland to our 
school. These opportu-
nities “expose students 
to the professional field 

Renzo Tanaka-Wong/Scribe

(Race, Policy, and Law Academy continues on page 8)

December School 
Calender

Dec. 1- Ride For a Reason  
Kickoff registration party

6:00p.m - 8:00p.m. @Tip 
Top Bike Shop

Dec. 2- SAT test date!

Dec. 5- Community 
Engagement Meeting 

concerning the 2018-19
Budget Prioritization

6:00p.m. @Cesar  Chavez 
Education Complex

Dec. 6-School Board 
Budget & Finance Committee 

Meeting 6:00pm
@La Escuelita

Dec. 22- Winter Ball!
7:30p.m.- 11:30p.m.

@Girls Gym

More events listed on school 
calendar on the Oakland Tech 

website

Mr. Madom teaches Race, Policy, and Law Academy 
students.

Natalie Barr/Scribe
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December
 Sports 

Calendar

2017

Dec. 4-7p.m.-9p.m. Girls
Varsity Basketball @Fairfield

Dec. 5 - Girls Soccer
Var-4p.m.  JV-6p.m.

@Irvington
-Girls Basketball

Var-6p.m.  JV-4:30p.m.
@Misson

Dec. 7- Boys Basketball
Var-6p.m.-8p.m, 

JV-5:30p.m.-7:30p.m.
@Sequoia

Dec. 12- Boys Basketball
JV- 5:30p.m.-7:30p.m.
Var-7:00p.m.-9:00p.m.

@El Cerrito

Dec. 19- Girls Soccer
JV-4:00p.m.-6:00p.m.

Var- 6:00p.m.-8:00p.m.
@Castro Valley

-Boys Basketball
JV- 5:30p.m.-7:30p.m.
Var- 7:00p.m.-9:00p.m.

@Danville

Dec. 20- Girls Basketball
JV- 7:00p.m.- 9:00p.m.
V-7:00p.m.-9:00p.m.

@Bethel

Dec. 22- Boys Basketball
JV- 5:30p.m.-7:30p.m.

V- 7p.m.- 9:00p.m.
@Chavez

Dec. 28- Boys Varsity 
Basketball vs. Benicia
Fairfield High Holiday 

Classic
6:30p.m.-8:30p.m.

@
Fair-

field

For more information 
visit oaklandtech.com/staff/

athletics-calendar

Tide Turns for Democrats in 2017 
Elections

By Cara Plumhoff

“Making America Safe is 
my number one priority. We 
will not admit those into our 
country we cannot safely vet,” 
tweeted Donald Trump. But do 
illegal immigrants really pose 
a major security concern? On 
January 27th, Donald Trump 
signed the first of the series of 
future travel bans. He targeted 
Muslim countries, saying that 
they were a major threat to 
the safety of the United States. 
Recently, Trump has modified 
the travel ban to include eight 
countries: North Korea, Syria, 

Chad, Yemen, Libya, Soma-
lia, Iran, and Venezuela. The 
restrictions involve excessive 
screening, visa suspension, 
and even entry blockage.

 The problem is that 
most people trying to enter the 
US do not, in fact, pose a secu-
rity threat, at least not one big-
ger than native born citizens. 
The attitude that Trump has 
taken towards immigration is 
extremely problematic. Many 
immigrants need to travel 
to this country to see family, 
or simply because they have 
nowhere else to go. Natural 
disasters and war have struck 

countries across the world, and 
hundreds of refugees are being 
forced out of their homes. In-
stead of blocking these people, 
it is our duty to accept them. 
Many anonymous students 
have expressed that they are 
“worried about how this will 
affect their families.” Com-
pletely blocking immigration 
is not an ideal solution, and 
will negatively impact a huge 
portion of our population, 
including our peers here at 
Oakland Tech.

 There is some good 
news, however. The Supreme 
Court has suspended parts 

of the travel ban from taking 
effect. Judges are still review-
ing the orders, so there is some 
hope in that aspect. In addi-
tion, state judges are rejecting 
this ban and refusing to follow 
these orders. Judge Derrick 
Watson in Hawaii has declared 
that the travel ban “plainly 
discriminates based on na-
tionality.” Judges across the 
US are recognizing the flaws 
in this ban and its potential to 
degrade our society. Although 
the political climate is tough 
right now, it is crucial that 
we keep resisting and stay as 
hopeful as possible. 

Continued Controversy Over Trump’s 
Travel Ban 

 By Samuel 
Getachew 

“I do believe that 
this is a referendum on 
the [Trump] adminis-
tration,” said Virginia 
Rep. Scott Taylor of this 
year’s election day. No-
vember 7, 2017 brought 
huge wins for Demo-
crats in local elections 
nationwide, which 
many have attributed 
to frustration with 
Trump across America. 
It was a historic day for 
minorities in govern-
ment across the coun-
try, bringing a number 
of firsts for people of 
color, women, and 
LGBTQ+ politicians. 

We saw this exem-
plified most in Virginia. 
In Northern Virginia, 
Danica Roem became 
the first openly trans-

gender candidate to 
win a statehouse seat 
in American history, 
ending the 13-term 
reign of conservative 
and fiercely transpho-
bic Republican Robert 
Marshall. Vietnamese 
refugee Kathy Tran 
became the first Asian 
American woman 
elected to the Virginia 
House of Delegates. 
Elizabeth Guzman and 
Hala Ayala both de-
feated their Republican 
opponents to become 
the first Latina women 
in the VA House of 
Delegates as well. 

Newly minted 
Minneapolis City 
Councilwoman Andrea 
Jenkins, a black trans-
gender woman, won 
over 70% of the vote to 
become the first open-
ly transgender person 

of color elected to any 
office in the United 
States. Hoboken, New 
Jersey’s Ravi Bhalla 
overcame a discrim-
inatory ad campaign 
calling him a terrorist 
to be elected the first 
Sikh mayor of the city. 
St. Paul, Minnesota’s 
Melvin Carter became 
the first black mayor 
of his town. Liberian 
refugee Wilmot Collins 
was elected the first 
black mayor of Helena, 
Montana. Manchester, 
New Hampshire, elect-
ed its first female may-
or, Joyce Craig. Jenny 
Durkan was elected the 
first lesbian mayor of 
Seattle, Washington, re-
placing an alleged child 
molester. Charlotte, 
North Carolina elect-
ed Vi Lyles as it’s first 
black female mayor. 

 Many Oakland 
Tech seniors and recent 
graduates were eligible 
to vote this election 
day. UCLA freshman, 
2017 Oakland Youth 
Poet Laureate, and 
2017 Oakland Tech 
Graduate Lucy Flat-
tery-Vickness says that 
while she didn’t vote, 
“It felt empowering to 
be eligible. In theory, 
I can contribute to the 
future of my country 
as well as have a say in 
who governs me.” How-
ever, like many Califor-
nians, Flattery-Vick-
ness admits that she 
often lacks enthusiasm 
when thinking about 
the polls: “In this politi-
cal climate, and being 
from California, I often 
catch myself feeling like 
it doesn’t matter.”

 This election 

showed the effects that 
an unpopular president 
can have on his party; 
no president has had 
approval ratings this 
low at this point in his 
presidency ever since 
polling began. Repub-
licans nationwide felt 
the looming shadow 
of Trump’s unpopular-
ity, and it created real 
change in local govern-
ment. Conservative, 
homophobic, racist, 
sexist, xenophobic, and 
islamophobic officials 
lost their positions all 
across America, and 
were often defeated by 
the very people they 
once used their power 
to oppress. America 
sent a very clear mes-
sage to bigoted politi-
cians this year. 

We. Will. Replace. 
You. 

New Tax Plan Hurts Many Americans 
By Fiona Osborn

This past month the House 
Republicans passed a bill re-
forming taxes. Although it has 
not yet been voted on in the 
Senate, the proposed changes 
will have major impacts on 
many Americans. 

The goal for the new tax 
plan was to reduce taxes for 
companies in order to en-
courage competition and keep 
them from moving abroad. 
This means that large corpo-
rations and big businesses will 
see the most benefits with ma-
jor tax breaks [meaning they 
won’t have to pay as many tax-
es]. The wealthy will also see 

many benefits and pay fewer 
taxes. The proposed plan also 
simplifies the tax code, which 
will make taxes easier for 
many Americans. 

However, many people--es-
pecially middle class ameri-
cans in California--will see a 
significant increase in their 
taxes. Many deductibles will 
no longer be applicable. This 
includes state and local tax 
deductions, which previously 
allowed people to pay fewer 
federal taxes because of the 
taxes they were already giving 
to state and local govern-
ments. The tax bill also elim-
inates tax benefits for college. 
People paying off student 

loans and graduate students 
will lose major tax breaks. 

The theory behind this 
proposal is trickle-down 
economics. The basic idea is 
that if you push a lot of mon-
ey into the top echelons of 
society these people 

will then spend more and the 
money will eventually trickle 
down to lower classes. How-
ever, a lot of people believe 
that this theory does not work 
in practice; instead of spend-
ing more, the rich people save 

Natalie Barr/Scribe

Taxes: the chunk of your paycheck that is missing.

(New Tax Plan continues on page 8)
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Math Club Feud Intensifies

Debate Over Catalonian Independence 
By Claire Daly

Spain, like most countries, 
is made up of several regions, 
or provinces within its bor-
ders. Catalonia, with capital 
Barcelona, is a region of Spain 
that has been in the news 
recently. Spain and Catalonia 
have a long history of rulers, 
independences, and treaties. 
As a result, many Catalonian 
people feel that their region 
has an entirely different culture 
from the rest of Spain, as well 
as their own language, though 
they speak Spanish as well. On 
October 1, 2017, the Catalo-
nian people voted to become 
their own country, causing 
mixed reactions.

The Spanish government 
declared this vote to be illegal 
and arrested the Catalonian 
president. There have been 
demonstrations for and against 
independence for weeks. The 
tension grew after the reaction 
of the Spanish government, 
and there has been violence 
between the police and dem-
onstrators. The Spanish gov-
ernment has completely taken 
control in Catalonia, and it is 
very unclear to see what will 
happen next.

Felicidad Guirao, a Span-
ish teacher at Oakland Tech, 
is from Barcelona. She says 
that she has always felt both 
Spanish and Catalonian, and 
she is against the separation 

from Spain. Ms Guirao says, 
“The leaders from both sides 
have not been able to solve the 
situation with common sense, 
which creates this tension. 
Catalonia having a different 
culture is something that we 
can deal with, and it is almost 
like this is a personal fight be-
tween these presidents.” There 
will be another vote in Catalo-
nia on December 21 to try and 
finalize the independence.

There are consequences to 
independence for Catalonia, 
as well as Spain. Spain is a part 
of the EU, and the EU has said 
that if Catalonia is to separate, 
they will have to reapply to be 
a part, and that can take a long 
time. Catalonia also makes 

up more than a fifth of Spain’s 
wealth.

The press has mostly been 
covering the people of Catal-
onia that want independence 
from Spain, but it is important 
to remember that there is a 
large percentage that want to 
stay part of Spain. The Catal-
onian president, Carles Puig-
demont, who signed the dec-
laration of independence, fled 
to Brussels, Belgium, where 
the headquarters of the EU are, 
and turned himself into the au-
thorities. He went to Brussels 
searching for a fair trial from 
the EU, and is being prosecut-
ed not through the Spanish 
court system, but a European 
one. Puigdemont could face 

up to 30 years in prison for the 
acts he committed against the 
Spanish government, and has 
criticized not only the Spanish 
government, but the EU as 
well for the stance they have 
taken on the situation.

So what will happen in 
Catalonia and Spain next? 
No one can really say, but it 
is certain that the action will 
continue and something will 
have to change. Ms. Guirao 
says, “When you feel like it’s a 
right you deserve, you won’t 
stop fighting for it.”

By Corinna Basch 
& Terashi Lee

Every high school student 
must ask themselves the age 
old question: which math club 
should I join? Here at Oakland 
Tech, two of the school’s most 
outgoing and involved clubs, 
Mathletes (room 206),  and its 
across-hall counterpart, PiClub 
(room 205), compete annually 
to win over students’ loyalty to 
arithmetic. Holding meetings 
at the same time on the same 
day while focusing on the same 
subject, the two clubs claim 
they are polar opposites and 
struggle to coexist in peace. 
Throughout their recruitment 
processes, it has become a tra-
dition to compete for ultimate 
club superiority, determined by 
the quantity and quality of the 
members. Recently, the friend-
ly feud has turned to rivalry, 
and biased opinions from 
either sides plague the truth 
about the other. Today, The 
Scribe interviews the leaders 
of Mathletes and PiClub to get 
to the bottom of the heated 
rivalry.

Mathletes president, senior 
Aden Goldberg, and PiClub 
president, junior Lauren Kahn, 
eagerly captain their clubs 
and stop at nothing to achieve 
supremacy over the other. The 
bad blood between the two 
leaders alone largely contrib-
utes to the persistent battle. In 
a side by side interview, direct 
opinions and reactions to the 
opposing opinion on certain 
topics regarding the clubs were 
received. Topics ranging from 
personal critiques to critiques 
on their counterparts were 

addressed, increasing the clear 
tension in the room with every 
word spoken. The mutual 
agreement made by Goldberg 
and Kahn to “keep it peaceful 
and respectful” throughout the 
interview was shattered after 
the second question. 

First, when asked to de-
scribe their clubs, Goldberg 
immediately jumped to claim 
that Mathletes exists to show 
kids that “math can be fun,” 
while Kahn responded that 
PiClub’s main goal is to satis-
fy the diverse desires of their 
members and help all achieve 
their academic goals. Each 
club attempts to make meet-
ings as enjoyable as possible 
with goodies and competition. 
Mathletes awards cookies to 
those who can solve difficult 
math problems, and PiClub 
is known for their intense 
Kahoot sessions with compli-
mentary snacks. Kahn later 
mentions PiClub’s structure, 
claiming it’s extremely orga-
nized and well put together, 
while Mathletes enjoys the 
more “laid back,” relaxed 
meeting style with random 
conversation and alarming 
bursts of energy and loud nois-
es from their unnamed VP. As 
Goldberg puts it, “an average 
student will have a better time 
in our club” explaining that the 
relaxed environment of Math-
letes is a better place for those 
who just want to hang out and 
“toss around some math prob-
lems.” Kahn quite sassily points 
out that those who “have an in-
terest in math, enough to join a 
math club” should join PiClub, 
because they “focus on math.”

When asked about opin-

ions of the counterpart, the 
responses began with flat-
tery, which quickly vanished. 
Goldberg began with comple-
menting Kahn and PiClub for 
their extreme focus but then 
discussed how they’re “not as 
relaxed,” implying that it takes 
away from the fun. He then 
blamed PiClub for the “con-
tentious relationship” between 
the two clubs, and Kahn had 
much to say. She went straight 
into her response, addressing 
how impressed she is with 
Goldberg’s ability to create 
such close relations with each 
of his members. She then went 
on to mention why she thinks 
he’s able to do this so well, 
explaining that when he has 
such few members, much less 
than PiClub, it is much more 
possible to do so. She later 
mentions again how impressed 
she is that Goldberg is able to 
keep his club so small. Gold-
berg then changed the subject 
to leadership technique, com-
menting that PiClub’s leader 

doesn’t even attend compe-
titions, implying that Kahn 
is unfit to run her own club 
because of her busy schedule 
(also captaining the school’s 
girls’ tennis team). He then 
added that he personally would 
never do that because he would 
“never leave [his] constituents 
out to dry like that.” Kahn 
then humbly responded that 
she would rather silently help 
behind the scenes than “lead 
the team into battle,” and then 
she later unnecessarily added 
that PiClub is getting Tshirts, 
something Mathletes doesn’t 
have. Finally, when asked to 
describe their clubs in one 
word, Mathletes was described 
by Goldberg as “inviting” while 
PiClub was described by Kahn 
as “well-structured.” The clubs 
have their similarities and dif-
ferences, and create a place for 
all types of students.

As seen from this profes-
sional interview, the rumors 
about Mathletes and PiClub 
having an extensive, extremely 

hostile rivalry, couldn’t be any 
closer to the truth. The inter-
view quickly became heated 
when Kahn crudely insulted 
Mathletes by “complimenting” 
how little members they had, 
as Goldberg ruthlessly clapped 
back, attacking Kahn for not 
supporting her team to the best 
of her ability during competi-
tions. As hard as the interview-
ees tried, they couldn’t stop 
the situation from escalating 
quickly. However, both clubs 
did maintain their profession-
al attitudes until asked about 
their counterparts. Although 
the feud continues to grow, it 
is clear both clubs are extreme-
ly dedicated to their love of 
math and eagerness to share 
it with others. As a student, 
both PiClub and Mathletes are 
wonderful options for a club 
here at Tech, and together, they 
allow any student the ability to 
find a math club that is right 
for them.

Antonia Starc/Scribe

Pi Club students enjoy pie during a meeting.
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Stranger Things 2: It's Quite Good
News

By Jessica Fan

Photographs are 
precious mementos, 
telling stories that can 
never be relived again. 
The San Francisco Mu-
seum of Modern Art is 
now hosting a special 
exhibition for the works 
and projects of American 
photographer Walker Ev-
ans, who’s best known for 
documenting the effects 
of Great Depression in 
rural areas. Born in an af-
fluent family, Evans origi-
nally aspired to become 
a writer until he realized 
his artistic potential for 
photography. His travels 
to France greatly assisted 
him in developing his 
photography style, and he 

returned to the U.S. to of-
ficially begin his career as 
a photographer. His first 
professional project be-
gan with the FSA (Farm 
Security Administration), 
an organization advocat-
ing for combat of rural 
poverty. Evans’ portrait 
of Allie Mae Burroughs, 
the poor housewife of 
a farmer, is one of the 
most iconic photographs 
taken during the Depres-
sion era. His works often 
depicted the lives of rural 
Americans such as Bur-
roughs, and his choice 
of subjects successfully 
conveys the message of 
despair and hopelessness 
to America, shedding 
light on the people whose 
lives are most affected 

by the Great Depression. 
His first esteemed exhib-
it titled “Walker Evans: 
American Photographs” 
was organized by the 
Museum of Modern Art 
in 1938, displaying many 
of his works for the FSA. 

In addition to his 
works in the Depression 
era, Evans’ later works 
captured the essence 
of American urban 
and rural culture. Ev-
ans revolutionized the 
American photography 
industry through taking 
a evocative approach and 
utilizing realism in his 
works, rather than con-
forming to the European 
aestheticized style, which 
was immensely popular 
during his time. Evans 

described his artistic style 
as "literate, authoritative, 
[and] transcendent” and 
strived to photograph the 
conditions as he saw. 

The exhibit at SFMO-
MA will be on display 
until February 2018, fea-
turing over 300 breath-
taking prints and objects 

from Evans’ personal 
collection. For more 
information, please visit 
www.sfmoma.org/exhibi-
tion/walker-evans/.

SFMoMA Exhibit: Walker Evans and His 
Legacy for America

By Andy Gagliardi

Stranger Things is a throw-
back thriller about the myste-
rious case of a missing boy in 
a small midwestern town in 
the 80’s, which spirals into an 
elaborate story about super-
natural forces, government 
conspiracies, and growing up 
in the 80’s. The first season of 
Stranger Things (released July 
2016) took the world by storm. 
The show quickly became a 
fan favorite, rising above other 
shows because of the excellent 
world design, the mysterious 
and twisting plot, and the 
exceptional performances 
delivered by its fantastic cast 
(including Golden-Globe win-

ner Winona Ryder as well as 
a slew of previously unknown 
child-actors). The show’s relat-
able characters, superb crafts-
manship in production design, 
and engaging plot ensured its 
success.

Naturally, the expectations 
for the second season were 
very high, and season two just 
barely falls short of exceeding 
those expectations. Season 
two successfully gives exist-
ing characters more depth, 
expands upon the characters’ 
relationships, and increases the 
scale of the dangers and perils 
the characters find themselves 
in, without feeling too bloated. 
Stranger Things has found a 
formula for success: a balanc-

ing act of nostalgia, engaging 
characters, incredible visuals, 
the supernatural; At the same 
time, it rides the line between 
thriller and horror in a way 
that welcomes viewers who 
may not be so susceptible to 
horror (such as me) while 
being satisfactorily scary for 
true horror enthusiasts. All 
this makes Stranger Things 
irresistible to teenagers like us, 
who crave the freedom and 
the thrill that these characters 
experience. 

As was true in the first 
season, the teenage characters 
rarely have to answer for their 
actions; their actions seem to 
have no consequences. While 
this diminishes the realism 

of the show, it can simulate 
within viewers the feeling 
of freedom the characters in 
the show experience, further 
fueling its irresistibility. How-
ever, season two has one large 
misstep towards the end of 
the season. One entire epi-
sode is devoted to a sub-plot 
that, while important for the 
character it centers around, is 
a complete disruption to the 
flow of the show. The episode 
was inserted in the middle of 
a rising conflict, and chang-
es the setting entirely while 
introducing an entire new set 
of underdeveloped characters. 
While not totally lacking in 
thematic importance, the feel 
of the episode is totally differ-

ent from what viewers have 
come to expect from Strang-
er Things, and significantly 
weakens the second season. 
That said, the show is still quite 
good, and even if you are not a 
fan of horror, Stranger Things 
is more gentle with the blood 
and gore. That said, season two 
delves further into the psycho-
logical elements of the dark-
ness within the show, which 
some viewers may find dis-
turbing. If you haven’t seen it 
yet, Stranger Things belongs at 
the top of your binge-watching 
list. (Stranger Things is rated 
TV-MA, and both seasons 
are available for streaming on 
Netflix.)

Natalie Barr/Scribe

By Claire Daly &
Fiona Osborn

OakTech Rep has 
floored audiences yet 
again with their pro-
duction of The Farm by 
Jon Tracy. The play is a 
musical adaptation of 
George Orwell’s Animal 
Farm, which uses sym-
bolic farm animals to 
characterize the events 
leading up to the Russian 
Revolution of 1917 and 
the following Stalinist era 
of the Soviet Union. 

Old Major, played 
by Destinique McNeil, 
inspires the animals rebel 
against their owner, Mr. 
Jones, and form their 
own society. Like all of 
the other human char-

acters, Mr. Jones is never 
seen in the play but is 
used to represent Tsar 
Nicholas II, who was in 
power before the Russian 
Revolution. The char-
acter of Old Major was 
inspired by both political 
economist Karl Marx and 
Russian revolutionary 
leader Vladimir Ilych 
Lenin. After the animals 
successfully rebel, the 
pigs come into power 
with Napoleon the pig, 
played by Ariana Rapha-
el, eventually becoming 
a hypocritical tyrant who 
exiles Snowball the pig, 
played by Lexie Lewis. 
Napoleon represents Jo-
seph Stalin and Snowball 
represents Leon Trotsky, 
while Squealer the pig, 

played by Anton Walker, 
demonstrates the propa-
ganda that those in pow-
er used to maintain their 
control and manipulate 
the common people. The 
play is ominously nar-
rated by a crow named 
Moses, played by Sophie 
Hanken.

The musical rendition 
of the play allowed the 
actors to showcase their 
musical talents along-
side their acting skills. 
Accompanied solely by 
beatboxer and fellow 
castmember Joey Lovett, 
as well as drums played 
by Destinique McNeil, 
the musical performanc-
es highlighted the play’s 
intense themes.

As always, the set, 

designed by the Tech 
Techies, brought the play 
to life. The simple wood-
en structures transported 
the audience to Animal 
Farm, and details like the 
crow’s perch added to the 
ambiance. 

The goal of OakTec 
Rep is to bring socially 
relevant, dramatic text 
to life through rigorous 

and collaborative theatre 
training. The hard work 
and meticulous planning 
that went into produc-
ing the play was evident 
through the actors’ stellar 
performances and the 
overall success of the 
play. 

Jon Tracy, the play-
wright, says that “the 
Farm says our com-

munities will always be 
oppressed unless we are 
educated. You may easily 
understand that from the 
production, but I bet you 
might feel it more deeply 
by talking to any of these 
performers about the 
very process of build-
ing the story in the first 
place.” 

OakTech Rep Performs "The Farm"

SFMoMA offers free tickets for students under 18 years old.

Claire Daly/Scribe

Tech students perform “The Farm” by Jon Tracy.
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By Arielle Katzschner

We all stress, and I bet it’s 
something we want to do less! 
You might find that your heart 
racing before a big test, or your 
stomach lurching when you 
miss a phone call from your 
mom! Stress is something that 
everyone experiences, especially 
teenagers because we are ex-
pected to do a lot. 

As noted in a previous issue 
of the Scribe, Tech students are 
facing a lot of stress from things 
like standardized testing. Stress 
and anxiety are problems that 
are common throughout the 
nation. As reported in the New 
York Times, “Anxiety is the most 

common mental-health disorder 
in the United States, affecting 
nearly one-third of both adoles-
cents and adults, according to 
the National Institute of Mental 
Health.” Common mild effects 
of stress are agitation, distrac-
tion, headaches from tension, or 
difficulty sleeping. Severe cases 
of stress can include all of those 
things as well as serious panic 
attacks or complete inability 
to function. You have a hard 
time with concentration when 
stressed! 

The upside is that there are 
plenty of ways to reduce stress. 
I spoke to Eleanor Ruckman, a 
Marriage and Family Therapist 
(MFT) in Oakland who works 

with stressed teenagers, and she 
advises that physical release of 
energy and deep breathes can 
help relieve stress. She also sug-
gests imagining a relaxing place 
and giving yourself time to con-
centrate on that place to calm 
yourself down. Stress takes up 
a lot of your energy, so taking 
time to rest, even if it’s only 10 
to 15 minutes, is also considered 
to be helpful.

 Another way to handle your 
stress that Ruckman suggests is 
art therapy. I know what you’re 
thinking: “How is art supposed 
to reduce my stress levels?!” I 
thought the same thing, but art 
is a physical release of ener-
gy and that can really calm 

you down. Obviously you 
can’t just pull out some 
paint and an easel in the 
middle of class, but you 
wouldn’t try to suppress 
your stress with art ther-
apy in a school environ-
ment. Try deep breathes 
instead! You can try art 
therapy when at home. I 
know that some of these 
suggestions sound a little 
wacky, but I can tell you 
as a stressed student that 
they work if you try. 
Stress is something that 
we often can’t avoid and 
these small tips can help you 
handle it. 

By Rosemary Grout

“Your Number Please” 
May 16, 1963 - Author Un-

known
The operator sits in stony 

silence and then to her left 
the multi-colored lights blink 
brightly and a loud buzzer 
buzzes. A trained mind does 
not panic. 

She deftly reaches for the 
proper cords and plugs in the 
lines with a precise rapid-fire 
motion. 

Then in a mellow and 
well-modulated voice she sighs 
“Oakland Technical High, may 
I help you”? The answers have 
been astounding and bizarre. 

Said one, “My wife’s a teach-
er and I want you to give her a 
message. Tell her to pick up the 
diaper pail.” “Very good sir, and 
who is this in order that I may 
deliver the message”? 

“Well, just say Mr. er ah, she 
drives a beat-up Ford, oh I’ll 
phone again at lunchtime.”

The recipients of this fool-
ishness are the student oper-
ators Claudette Smith, Doris 
Parker, Louise Markinson, 
Mary Scott, and Karen Wil-
liams.

Each time these student op-
erators answer the phone they 
take a deep breath. Anything 

can happen!
“Let me talk to Mr. Wolf-a-

soon or Mrs. Eee-wing please.” 
“Hi Baby, let me speak to 

Mr. Borum. Haaaaaaaaaaaaa 
Click.” 

“Hi.” “What would you like 
sir.” “Ah nothin’. I’m just lonely 
and want someone to talk to.” 

“May I have the attendance 
office please?” “Boys or girls, 
sir?” Mrs. McEachern’s famous 
rejoinder is “We’re all old ladies 
here.” 

“May I speak to Mrs. Luna-
tich please?” “I beg your par-
don but it’s Voletich.” “Oh…”

One person said “Take 
a message operator.” “Yes” 
“630.56” “Yes” “That’s all. Just 
deliver that to the teacher and 
he’ll understand.” 

“Hello, this is the Bulldog 
restaurant. There is a big crowd 
of kids playing cards and dice 
out here. Could you please 
come get them?” Click. 

“Hello operator, may I ask 
you a question?” “Why certain-
ly” “Can the Senior gowns be 
pressed? Huh?” 

Some people are fond of 
calling and just playing radio 
music. Others will call oper-
ators names when they can’t 
be understood usually due to 
sleepiness. 

For some peculiar reason 

there is a rash of people who 
phone and just begin laughing. 

The operators make oc-
casional mistakes like saying 
“good morning” at 4:30 in the 
afternoon. 

All is not play for these op-
erators and they must be ready 
for real emergencies. They have 
a special system for a bomb 
scare called ‘the split’ where 
they can listen to the caller 
through different channels. 

There is a hazard element 
because on windy days the 
operators can get shocks off the 
board by touching two plugs 
simultaneously. 

One thing that can be said 
about these student operators 
is that you will never find them 
asleep at the switch--(board, 
that is). 

“Dr. Ralph Bunche Exhib-
its Anxiety Over Causes and 
Effects of Southern Tensions” 
-- Excerpt

May 16, 1963 - by Steve 
Rank

 Dr. Ralph E. Bunche, 
Undersecretary of the United 
Nations and a man of [African 
American] parentage appeared 
before an expectant crowd of 
students and teachers at Ala-
meda State College at Hayward. 

He spoke to this gathering 
just following a press confer-

ence where he expressed con-
cern over the recent develop-
ments in the racially tense city 
of Birmingham, Alabama. 

Breakthrough Cited
“The resistance of the segre-

gationists in the last ditch stand 
for the bitter-enders. When the 
breakthrough is achieved, equal 
rights for [African Americans] 
will be forthcoming and it is 
just a matter of time. 

“The actions of the Birming-
ham officials are damaging, 
not only to the economics and 
social welfare of Alabama itself, 
but to the United States image 
abroad among friendly nations. 
No matter what concessions 
are made now it will never be 
enough until [African Amer-
icans] obtain full American 
citizenship.”

“Scribe Wins Two National 
Scholastic Awards”

June 2, 1964 - Author un-
known

 In a stunning surprise, 
the Scribe Staff this week 
received official notification of 
Scribe’s selection as winner of 
two major national scholastic 
newspaper awards--the Colum-
bia Scholastic Press Association 
Critique and the National Scho-
lastic Press Annual Award. 

 The honors, both of 
which are based on 1963-64 

issues of Scribe, read as follows:
 From the Columbia 

Scholastic Press Association: 
“Scribe News has been awarded 
this first place certificate by the 
Association at Columbia Uni-
versity in the City of New York, 
March 13, 1964, in its Fortieth 
Annual Contest.”

 From the National 
Scholastic Press Association: 
“Scribe News, in its recogni-
tion of its merit is awarded 
All-American Honor Rating 
in the Seventieth National 
Newspaper Critical Service of 
the National Scholastic Press 
Association.” 

 More than 1,000 news-
papers in the United States, 
both public and private schools, 
were judged by the National 
Scholastic Press Association. 
Each student newspaper was 
placed in a class according to 
enrollment, frequency of publi-
cation, and method of printing. 
Scribe News was put in the 
bi-weekly class and enrollment 
of two thousand or more and 
won the “All- American” rating, 
the top honor representing 
superior accomplishment and 
reserved for top publications. 

How to Deal with Stress

By Jalen Dawkins

The school year just started 
yet it’s not to early to dream 
about our last year and the 
feeling of the first day. Those 
jitters in the stomach shaky 
legs and dreams of seeing all 
your friends for the first time 
since june. However this year 
will be much different an 
August 13th start date which 
is 10 days earliers. There are 
multiple problems with this 

most prominently that our 
summer vacation is shortened 
which means we are not able 
to have as much enjoyment as 
one would like. Notably our 
break from school won’t be 
much of one at all. We would 
get out of school on the 7th 
of june  and we would already 
be worried of our early start 
date. In fact it should be noted 
that most kids have summer 
assignments for english and 
history and would have to 

cram in time to do all of their 
work while fulfilling other 
assignments.  It seems that 
our administration does not 
seem to have our best intrest 
in mind and instead thinks 
entirely to much about our 
ap exams. From observation 
and word i’ve heard the school 
eventually want’s to end school 
in may after our exams, and 
although these are test are very 
important and hold extreme 
value to our future it causes 

an abundance of problems. 
Firstly  teachers now have to 
cram much more in a certain 
amount of time to prepare and 
teach us the curriculum. In 
turn that causes the pace of the 
class to move to fast for certain 
students and lower grades. The 
teachers want to get the best 
out of kids and this would be 
virtually impossible with this 
approach. Students then would 
have stress levels at an all time 
high. The teachers would not 

be able to help student needs 
and that’s not entirely what a 
teacher should do. That why 
i believe we should in fact 
keep the school start at the 4th 
monday of august. Instead of 
every year shortening are time 
in school, to appease ap exams. 
This compromise would be in 
the best interest of both faculty 
and students alike.

Blast From The Past

Op-Ed: New Start Date Does More Harm than Good

College applications are a major 
source of stress for seniors.

Fiona Osborn/Scribe
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By Casey Levitt and Bebe 
Aronson

Winter holidays are a cel-
ebration of giving and grati-
tude. Included in this spirit of 
giving is a great opportunity 
to give back to your commu-
nity! Below are a list of activ-
ities you can take part in to 
make an impact this holiday 
season. 

Activities:
Bake some holiday-themed 

cookies and hand them out to 
the homeless. Your mediocre 
attempt at festive frosting will 
be greatly appreciated!

Take a walk through the 
park and pick up trash - ev-
eryone deserves a clean winter 
wonderland, even the squir-
rels.

Make use of your leftovers! 
When you leave the restau-
rant, give that to-go box to a 
person on the street. They’ll 
definitely appreciate it.

Make some festive holiday 
cards! You can send them to 
sick children or people in the 
military. 

Start your own gift-wrap-
ping social enterprise! Offer 
to wrap presents for a small 
fee and donate the proceeds to 
one of the awesome organiza-

tions below.
Get some friends together 

and hold a holiday bake sale. 
Donate the money you make 
to one of the organizations be-
low! Don’t have any friends? 
Guess you’ll have to skip this 
one.

Have extra clothes taking 
up space in your closet? Sort 
them out and donate them to 
your local Goodwill at 6624 
San Pablo Avenue in Oakland.

Take a walk around your 
block and ask each neighbor 
for a few canned goods to do-
nate to the Alameda County 
Food Bank at 7900 Edgewater 
Drive in Oakland.

With Black Friday and all 
the holiday shopping crazi-
ness, sometimes we get swept 
up in the commercial aspects 
of the holiday season, forget-
ting that many stores based in 
our community offer excellent 
gift options as well. So before 
you go out to the mall to do 
your holiday shopping, check 
out these local stores! They’re 
sure to have something for 
everyone on your list.

Where to buy gifts in Oak-
land:

Clean360 (4107 Broadway 
Ave): Don’t know what to get 

your mom? Buy her some 
handcrafted artisan soaps! 
Clean360 is a fantastic local 
business that hires ex-convicts 
working to get back on their 
feet! Speaking of feet, you can 
walk there from Tech.

Easily Lars’ Natural Home 
and Skincare (4400 Keller Ave 
#109): These all natural skin-
care and home cleaning prod-
ucts are made from organic 
and fair-trade ingredients 
right here in Oakland! Treat 
yo’self this holiday season with 
sustainably made bath salts 
and body oil!

Field Day (329 19th St): 
This ethical boutique pro-
duces clothes right here in 
Oakland from locally-sourced 
materials. And who doesn’t 
need a fashionable, sustain-
ably made jumpsuit?

Handsome in Pink (hand-
someinpink.com): This online 
boutique offers empowering 
kids’ clothes that break down 
gender norms, helping strong, 
confident kids wear whatever 
colors they want.

Kelly’s Corner (3901 
MacArthur Blvd): Have a 
pregnant aunt who’s expecting 
a gift? Kelly’s Corner is a cute 
little consignment shop that 
carries kids’ toys and materni-
ty wear! You’re welcome.

Oaklandish (1444 Broad-
way): Oaklandish began as 
a community-inspired pub-
lic art project back in 2000. 
Today, the thriving business 
is creating quality inner-city 
jobs for locals and support-
ing local nonprofits with a 
portion of the proceeds. They 
make great gifts for those 
relatives you don’t know very 
well!

Hatch (2054 Mountain 
Blvd): Hatch is a sustainable 
gift shop that supports recy-
cling and fair-trade practices. 
They feature designers from 
around the globe to offer 
fashionable, creative products. 
You’d be surprised how many 
things can be made from 
seatbelts.

The Bookmark Bookstore 
(721 Washington Street): 
This adorable used bookstore 
offers unique hardcover and 
softcover books, pocketbooks, 
CDs, DVDs and LPs. Pro-
ceeds support the Oakland 
Public Library!

Feeling charitable? Here’s a 
list of awesome local organi-
zations where your donations 
will make a difference:

First Place for Youth (first-
placeforyouth.org): The mis-

sion of First Place is to help 
foster kids build the skills they 
need to make a successful 
transition to self-sufficiency 
and responsible adulthood.

Planting Justice (plant-
ingjustice.org): Planting 
justice is a grassroots orga-
nization with a mission to 
empower people impacted by 
mass incarceration and other 
social inequalities with the 
skills and resources to culti-
vate food sovereignty, eco-
nomic justice, and community 
healing.

Walk Oakland Bike Oak-
land (wobo.org): WOBO is 
a membership-based, vol-
unteer-driven non-profit 
organization whose mission 
is to improve neighborhood 
livability, vitality and sustain-
ability by making walking and 
biking in Oakland safe, easy, 
accessible and fun.

Women's Action to Gain 
Economic Security (http://
prosperacoops.org): WAGES 
is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to building work-
er-owned green businesses 
that create healthy, dignified 
jobs for low-income women.

Happy Holidays!

Features
Ways to Make a Difference During the Holidays

Holiday Word SearchRecipe: Chocolate Mint 
Cookies 

By Fiona Osborn

Winter is the time for stuffing yourself full of de-
licious sweets. Making holiday cookies can be super 
fun, but they are sometimes hard to do. This recipe 
is super easy makes 40 scrumptious cookies. These 
cookies are great to hand out to family and friends, or 
to just eat yourself. 

Ingredients:
1  ½ sticks Butter
1 ½ brown sugar
2 Tablespoons water
2 cups chocolate chips
2 eggs
2 ½ cups flour
1 ¼ teaspoons baking soda
½ teaspoon salt
3 4.5 ounce packages of chocolate covered mint 

candies (Andes Chocolate Mints work well]
Directions:
In a pan over medium heat, cook the sugar, butter, 

and water until melted. Remove from the heat and stir 
in the chocolate chips until they are melted. Let the 
mixture cool for 10 minutes. 

Pour the chocolate mixture into a bowl and beat in 
the eggs, one at a time. Add the flour, baking soda and 
salt, then stir until everything is mixed in. Cover and 
refrigerate for at least 1 hour. 

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees and grease the 
baking sheets. Roll the dough into walnut-sized balls 

and place on the sheet, 
making sure they are 
spread out. 

Bake for 8 to 10 
minutes. They will be 
fairly soft, so be careful 
not to overbake.

Press the mint can-
dy into the top of each 
cookie while the cook-
ies are still hot, and 
gently swirl the candy 
to make a pretty green 
swirl in the top. 

By Clara McGilly

Fiona Osborn/Scribe

These deli-
cious cookies 

could be yours!
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Features
Winter Activities

By Fiona Osborn

Winter: cold, rainy, dreary. 
Winter is the time when you 
want to shut yourself indoors 
and not do anything. However, 
there are many fun things to do 
in the Bay Area to get yourself 
in the holiday spirit and al-
low you to appreciate the cold 
weather. Here are some fun 
winter activities that will lift 
your spirits. 

Go ice skating! Ice skating in 
San Francisco is super festive, 
with holiday lights hung on 
surrounding buildings. There 
are rinks at Union Square and 
the Embarcadero. You can also 
go ice skating at the Oakland 
Ice Center, which offers great 

discounts with your student ID. 
Bake holiday cookies. This is 

a fun thing to do with friends, 
and it allows you to stay inside 
and be warm. You can make 
simple sugar cookies and deco-
rate them, or you can try more 
ornate cookies like gingersnaps 
or snickerdoodles. 

Decorate gingerbread hous-
es. This is another great way to 
escape the cold. Trader Joe’s, 
Safeway, Costco, and Michaels 
all have easy to build ginger-
bread house kits that you can 
buy and then decorate. It is also 
a great excuse to buy a bunch of 
candy. 

Go to the Temescal Holiday 
Fair. The Temescal Holiday 
Fair is on Sunday, December 

3rd and features lots of local 
artists. It is a great place to find 
unique gifts for the holiday 
season. This year they also have 
a petting zoo, with lots of cute 
animals. 

See the holiday lights. Many 
places put up extravagant light 
displays during the holiday 
season. Jack London square, 
Mountain View Cemetery, 
Union Square, Ghirardelli 
Square, Oakland Zoo, and the 
Oakland Mormon Temple are 
all great places to see interest-
ing light displays. There is also 
Christmas Tree Lane in Ala-
meda (3290 Thompson Ave) 
which is an entire street decked 
out with lights. 

College Application Tips from Stressed Seniors
By Claire Daly & Fiona 

Osborn

One joyous experience 
many seniors partake in is the 
college application process. As 
seniors in the middle of this 
process, we have compiled 
some great tips to make your 
life easier.

1. The stress is inevitable.
Things are going to be 

rough, but you will get through 
it. Many people are going 
through the same thing, so re-
member that you are not alone.

2. You are an interesting 
person.

Do not sell yourself short in 
your essays. Maybe you have 
not founded a nonprofit or res-
cued baby manatees, but you 
have done some cool stuff so 
now is the time to brag about 
it. Talk about your interesting 
quirks like singing in the show-
er or your obsession with outer 
space.

3. Do not apply to a crazy 

number of schools.
Save yourself from the 

supplemental essays. If you 
stretch yourself too thin over 
too many essays, they may not 
be that great.

4. Ask for recommenda-
tions EARLY.

Be nice to your teachers. If 
you wait too long to ask them 
for recommendations they will 
not have enough time to write 
a good one and they will shame 
you.

5. Double check every-
thing.

Proofread all of your essays 
and the applications. MAKE 
SURE YOU SUBMIT THE 
CORRECT DRAFT.

6. Reuse your essays when 
you can.

There will be a ton of essays 
to write, so you can write to 
reduce this number by reusing 
essays or parts of essays for 
different prompts. Make sure 
to adjust the essays to fit the 
specific prompt. If you have 

the name of one school in 
an essay and you submit it to 
another school, you are not 
getting in.

7. Filling out personal 
information takes longer 
than you think.

Complete the easy parts 
of the applications as soon 
as you can. They are pretty 
straightforward, but they can 
take a while and you do not 
want to be hunting for your 
tax information the night the 
application is due.

8. Submit applications 
early.

The application websites 
get overrun close to the 
deadlines and crash, espe-
cially for the University of 
California. The earlier you 
submit your application, the 
less you have to stress about it 
not going through.

9. Talk to people in the 
College and Career Center if 
you have any questions.

The process can be very 

confusing, and they are friend-
ly and helpful. Take advantage 
of College Crunch if your 
schedule allows it.

10. You will get into col-
lege.

To quote Paideia teach-
er Ms. Joe, “everything will 

be okay.” It may not be your 
dream school, but there are 
tons of great schools out there 
that will want you.

Claire Daly/Scribe

Winter is coming! These festive activities will get you in the 
holiday spirit.

The College and Career Center is there to help you get through your 
college application extravaganza.

Theo Zarobell/Scribe
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(Tech Ted Talks continued from page 1)
networks with some of these 
experts.” A number of Health 
Academy students were able to 
participate in a tour of Samuel 
Merritt University, a nearby 
health sciences institution, and 

become acquainted with a real 
life application of the health 
sciences.

The TED event this year is 
the first TEDxOakland ever 
to be held. It would not have 

been possible without Oakland 
Tech’s administration and its 
connections to professionals 
in our community. Those who 
attended the event learned a 
lot from the speakers. Annette 

Tran, a sophomore who attend-
ed the talks, says that the event 
“was very interesting” and that 
“the speakers inspired [her] 
to pursue [her] dream career.” 
It is important that students 

continue to have opportunities 
to connect to professionals 
from the outside world such as 
TEDxOakland. 

(New Tax Plan continued from page 2)
There are many people op-
posed to these tax reforms 
and trying to prevent it from 

becoming implemented. Over 
400 American millionaires and 
billionaires are sending a letter 

to Congress urging Republi-
can lawmakers not to cut their 
taxes. They believe that this tax 

plan will just exacerbate the 
wealth gap instead of solving 
economic problems. 

the RPL students to be not 
only critical, creative think-
ers, but to have an in depth 
knowledge of the history of 
human rights and social justice 
movements, the ability to 
organize a campaign advocat-

ing social change, and more. 
Casey Levitt, the junior who 
proposed the academy and 
then worked on the design 
team for the curriculum, says 
“the purpose of the Law and 
Society Academy is to expose 

kids to careers in which they 
can pursue social justice. I 
think the academy can also act 
as a catalyst for youth activ-
ism, which is so, so needed in 
our current political climate. 
Cough cough, Trump.“ Cur-

rently, the eleventh and twelfth 
grade electives for the academy 
are undecided, but will likely 
include an International Rela-
tions class and possible study 
abroad opportunities, accord-
ing to the information released 

on the school website. Howev-
er, no matter what the finalized 
curriculum is, the passion for 
this academy from Mr. Madom 
and the RPL students make it 
clear that Race, Policy, and Law 
has a promising future at Tech. 

(Race, Policy, and Law Academy continued from page 1)

Music Contest Could Bring Steve Aoki to 
Oakland Tech

By Carson Lang

Due to rallying their 
schools through social 
media, 100 schools 
throughout the coun-
try have been selected 
to partake in a special 
music contest. Oakland 
Tech, being one of the 
schools selected for this 
event, will have the op-
portunity to host Steve 
Aoki: A popular artist 
known for his dance 
music and dubstep. 
Students of the winning 

school will be able to 
participate in Q & A 
with Aoki on campus. 
The school will also 
win a $10,000 David B. 
Goldberg Music Grant! 
In order to win, Oak-
land Tech students must 
spread the word and 
rack up as many votes 
as possible before the 
contest deadline on No-
vember 28th. Tell your 
friends!! Please find the 
ballot through this link: 
http://www.chegg.com/
music101/?utm_medi-

um=managed&utm_
source=facebook&utm_
content=Top-
100Postlink&utm_cam-
paign=steveaokimu-
sic101

Steve Aoki performing in Las Vegas, Nevada.


