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The current climate crisis 
has been happening since 
the 1950s, and because of the 
growth in the human popula-
tion, it is also growing literal-
ly and figuratively. Some on 
social media suggest a vegan 
or vegetarian diet, however, 
many more people oppose it 
rather than support it. It is 
difficult to gather everyone 
on the same page about the 
climate emergency because 
most people simply don’t 
care. Individual humans are 
directly responsible for the 
climate crisis, as are corpora-
tions such as PG&E, Bank of 
America, and many others. 
In addition to corporations, 
the general population knows 
the effects and severity of the 
climate crisis, however, we 
simply ignore the urgency be-
cause the majority of people 
in the United States still drive 
gasoline vehicles, consume 
meat from meat industries, 
use plastic materials, buy 
plastic materials, and many 
others. 

Not even one person led 

a climate strike ever 
until Greta Thunberg, a 
16-year-old climate activ-
ist led a global initiative 
for people to demand leg-
islative action in response 
to the climate crisis. 
Thunberg clearly has a 
passion for the health of 
the planet: she sailed to 
the U.S on a carbon emis-
sions-free boat. Everyone 
in the U.S needs to follow 
her footsteps in the cli-
mate crisis because surely 
the federal government 
refuses to take action. 

To combat this inac-
tion on Friday, September 
20, 2019, San Francisco 
hosted a global climate 
strike and march that 
went from Speaker of 
the House Nancy Pelo-
si’s office in the Federal 
Building to the Embar-
cadero Plaza. Climate 
strike participants in San 
Francisco painted orange 
paint on the streets marking 
the three-mile-long march. 
Climate strike participant 
and Oakland Tech Senior, 
Ernest So, explained that the 

“orange paint at the strike 
was a completely eco-friendly 
clay-based paint which can 
be easily washed off. It is a 
line my group painted from 
the beginning to the end of 

the strike to pave a way for 
our unity as participants of 
the march who chose to come 
out. It is also the symbolism 
to link all organizations and 
corporations from all over the 

United States that caused an 
impact on the climate crisis.” 
As previously stated, corpo-
rations like Bank of America, 
PG&E, and many others are 
negatively impacting our 

By Harry Zhu

(Climate Strike continues on page 8)

October School 
Calendar

Oct. 2- HBCU Info Meeting 
@Tech Library

Oct. 4 - Oct. 6 - Cazadero 
Jump Start Weekend 

Oct. 14  - In lieu of           
Lincoln's Birthday (no school 

for students)

Oct. 17- Equity Team   
Meeting @4:30p.m. - 6:00p.m.

Oct. 25- Hip Hop Hoe Down 
Dance @6:00p.m. - 11:30p.m.

More events on school calendar 
on Oakland Tech website

People gather at Embarcadero Plaza during Climate Strike at San Francisco

Youth Leads Global Climate Strike

Climate Strike Posters

Students design eyecatching posters to bring attention to the climate issue

Jason Wong/Scribe

Charlene Din/Scribe
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October
 Sports 

Calendar

2019

Oct. 9 - Time: 4:30p.m. Girls 
JV Volleyball vs. San Marin

@Novato

- 6:00p.m. Girls Var Volley-
ball vs. San Marin @Novato

Oct. 11- Time: 4p.m. Boys 
JV Football @ Fremont

- 6:15p.m. Boys Var Football 
vs. Fremont @Tech

Oct. 15 - Time: 6:00p.m. 
Girls Var Volleyball                    

@Madison Park Academy

Oct. 16 - Time: 3:00p.m. 
Girls Var Golf vs. Skyline @Tech

Oct. 18 - Time: 6:15p.m. 
Boys Var Football vs. Skyline   

@ Tech

Oct. 25 - Time: 
4:00p.m. Boys JV Football                         

@Oakland High

- Time: 7:00p.m. Boys Var 
Football @Oakland High 

Nov. 30 - Time: 4:00p.m. 
Boys JV

Basketball @Piedmont

For more information 
visit oaklandtech.com/staff/

athletics-calendar

Op-Ed: Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s 
Blind Spot Is Too Common

Dots of blue light litter the 
vast expanse of pitch-black 
darkness. While this image 
may evoke the night sky, that 
is not the case. Miles Asher, a 
junior at Oakland Tech, wit-
nessed this remarkable scene 
in the open sea. A two-week 
expedition, from June 22 to 
July 6, 2019, was Miles’ sec-
ond trip with Outward Bound 
Costa Rica (OBCR). This 
unique opportunity took Miles 
to Panama and Costa Rica, 
where he learned to scuba dive, 
maneuvered sea kayaks, partic-
ipated in conservation efforts 
to save endangered sea turtles, 
and waded through glowing 
Panamanian waters.

Having participated in an 
expedition with OBCR before, 
Miles was excited to return this 
summer. From the moment 
he first set foot on the plane, 
Miles knew that he would be 
forced out of his comfort zone, 
but that he would have a great 
time nonetheless. The course 
began in Solarte Island of the 
Bocas del Toro Archipelago in 
Panama, a picturesque tropi-
cal island with palm trees and 
warm, crystal clear water. For 
the most part, Miles and his 
group stayed in a small house 
next to the island’s local school. 
It was here that Miles complet-
ed his scuba diving training 
and earned his NAUI scuba 

certification.
Putting his new scuba 

diving skills to the test, Miles 
participated a once in a life-
time night dive through bio-
luminescent waters. At first 
glance, it simply appeared 
to be little specks of glowing 
glitter floating here and there 
in the surrounding water. Yet 
by slightly waving his hand 
through the water, Miles saw 
the bioluminescent particles 
became brighter and produce 
real light. Typically, this phos-
phorescent light is produced by 
algae or plankton. It is hard to 
accurately describe this liquid 
sky of blue stars. According to 
Miles, it was “as if the water 
had come alive...the experience 
was magical.” 

Much of the expedition 
focused on volunteer work and 
immersion within Caribbean 
culture. The service was mostly 
at the San San Pond Sak wild-
life preserve, where Miles and 
his group worked with local bi-
ologists to protect endangered 
leatherback sea turtles. Nearly 
all sea turtles are classified 
as threatened or endangered 
as a result of climate change, 
habitat destruction, and poach-
ing. Thus, the group helped to 
build habitats; measure, weigh, 
and release turtle hatchlings; 
and perform night patrols to 
protect mama turtles as they 
laid eggs. As for the volunteer 
work, Miles and his group 

taught some English to chil-
dren at the nearby school. They 
also spent time conversing 
with locals in Spanish, which 
helped to develop Miles’ own 
ability to speak in Spanish. 

Despite all the thrills of 
his summer adventure, Miles 
feels that this experience is so 
life-changing to him because it 
pushed him out of his comfort 
zone. He says, “Prior to this 
trip, I was actually afraid of 
deep water. One of the reasons 
I decided to go was because I 
didn’t think I would ever try 
scuba diving on my own. I 
wanted to do it to expand my 

horizons.” In the beauty of the 
rainforests, rivers and reefs 
of Central America, Outward 
Bound Costa Rica offers teens, 
like Miles, the opportunity to 
get out of their comfort zone 
and realize that they have so 
much more in them than they 
thought possible—whether 
that is on a physical, mental, or 
interpersonal level. 

Those who are interested 
can dive into their own im-
pactful adventure on a Sum-
mer, Gap Year & Semester, or 
Custom Course for teens and 
adults at www.OutwardBound-
CostaRica.org.

Tech Junior Aids in Leatherback Sea  
Turtle Conservation Effort

On Wednesday, Septem-
ber 18, photos of Canadi-
an Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau in brownface from a 
2001 West Point Grey Acad-
emy yearbook resurfaced. 
Trudeau, who was a 29-year-
old teacher at the private day 
school at the time, is shown 
with a group of four other 
faculty, wearing a turban and 
robes and with his skin dark-
ened completely on his face, 
neck, and hands. The photo, 
which was originally pub-
lished by TIME Magazine, is 
reportedly from an “Arabian 
Nights” Themed Gala, but 
none of the other faculty in 
the photo or in other photos 

from the event are shown 
with their skin darkened. In 
a press conference, Trudeau 
admitted that this was not his 
only past transgression and 
that he performed the song 
“Day O” for a high school 
talent show and wore black-
face for his Harry Belafonte 
costume. Photos from that 
high school talent show 
were soon published and his 
story confirmed. When asked 
by reporters if this was all, 
Trudeau responded, in part, 
“The fact of the matter is, 
that I’ve always…  been more 
enthusiastic about costumes 
than is… sometimes appro-
priate.” About the aforemen-
tioned instances, he added, 
“but these are the situations 

that I regret deeply” and “I 
should have known better, 
but I didn’t.”

Then, on September 19, 
the very next day, a video 
surfaced from the early 1990s 
of Trudeau in blackface on 
his face, arms, and even on 
his knees, visible through 
rips in his jeans - despite his 
previous claim that those two 
images were the only in-
stances of racist makeup and 
caricature. The video depicts 
the prime minister, who 
would have been about 20 
years old at the time, throw-
ing his hands up, laughing, 
and sticking his tongue out 
for the camera. Trudeau 
claimed in a press conference 

later that day that he did not 
remember that video, and 
that he is now “wary of being 
definitive” about whether or 
not there are more instances 
of blackface, and is unsure if 
more images will surface. 

Blackface, and it’s simi-
lar forms that mock other 
people of color, has a deeply 
offensive historical context 
that goes far beyond over-
enthusiasm in Halloween 
costumes or themed galas. 
Trudeau actually put it rather 
well himself in the first press 
conference of his apology 
tour, saying that “darkening 
your face, regardless of the 
context of the circumstanc-
es, is always unacceptable 

By Samuel Getchew

By Samuel Lin

(Trudeau Balckface Scandal continues on page 8)

Miles Asher teaches English during his stay at Panama

Outward Bound Costa Rica
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Why are There Toilets in the Juul Room?

Democrats Face Off in September Debate 
The September Demo-

cratic debate stage looked far 
different from the previous 
two primary debates that 
took place over the sum-
mer. Gone were the endless 
interruptions, gone was the 
two-night format, and most 
significantly, gone were half 
of the candidates. 

Between the debates that 
took place over the course of 
two nights in July, the num-
ber of Democratic candidates 
on the debate stage was cut in 
half by tougher requirements 
set by the Democratic Na-
tional Committee. To qualify 
for the September debate, 
130,000 individual donors 
had to contribute to the can-
didates’ campaigns, and the 
candidates themselves had 
to gain enough popularity to 
poll at 2% or above in at least 
four early primary state or 
national counts. 

Meeting those require-
ments were ten candidates: 
Minnesota Senator Amy 
Klobuchar; New Jersey 
Senator Cory Booker; South 
Bend, Indiana Mayor Pete 
Buttigieg; Vermont Senator 
Bernie Sanders; former Vice 
President Joe Biden; Massa-

chusetts Senator Elizabeth 

Warren; California Senator 
Kamala Harris; entrepreneur 
Andrew Yang; former Texas 
congressman and unsuccess-
ful 2018 Senate hopeful Beto 
O’Rourke; and former Hous-
ing and Urban Development 
Secretary Julián Castro. 

Among the candidates 
who did not make the cut was 
author Marianne William-
son, known for her notable 
remarks about “[harnessing] 
love for political purposes,” 
and for asking white attend-
ees of her lectures to hold 
hands with and apologize to 
the black people also in atten-
dance. New York City Mayor 
Bill de Blasio and New York 
Senator Kirstin Gillibrand 
also failed to qualify, as did 
former Colorado Governor 
John Hickenlooper. 

With half of the candidates 
out of the picture, the debate 
stage, while still crowded, 
was more focused. Vice 
President Biden, a moderate, 
was flanked on either side by 
two progressive candidates, 
Elizabeth Warren and Bernie 
Sanders. The night began with 
a debate between the three 
candidates about the future of 
the American health-care sys-
tem, with Senator Warren and 
Senator Sanders pressing for 
the progressive Medicare for 

All and Vice President Biden 
arguing the merits of merely 
expanding Obamacare and 
allowing Americans to keep 
their private health insurance. 

Biden is currently the 
front-runner in the crowd-
ed Democratic field and has 
been criticized for his will-
ingness to embrace President 
Obama’s successes and dis-
tance himself from criticisms 
of the former president by 
several candidates through-
out the debates, like Senator 
Booker and Secretary Castro. 
Senator Harris pressed Biden 
on his past work with racist 

senators. 
In a debate heavy on 

discussion and policy, the 
candidates had a chance 
to get personal with their 
closing statements. Sena-
tor Klobuchar spoke of her 
father’s struggle with alcohol-
ism, Senator Harris detailed 
the advice given to her by her 
mother, and Mayor Butti-
gieg discussed his experi-
ence coming out as gay. Vice 
President Biden’s statement 
was interrupted by a group of 
protesters whose chants were 
ignored by all of the candi-
dates. 

Despite the increased clari-
ty and decreased number of 
candidates, the third debate 
did not appear to provide 
any insight into the future of 
the race. The vast majority 
of outlets and pundits still 
view Biden as the frontrun-
ner, trailed most closely by 
Senator Warren and Senator 
Sanders. 

The race for the Demo-
cratic nomination continues 
at the next debate, hosted 
by CNN and the New York 
Times on the 15th of October. 

Is it cool to Juul? Teenage 
vaping has become popular 
in high schools across the 
country, and at home too, as 
Oakland Tech teachers, staff 
and the community have 
raised concerns about vaping 
on our campus. On the main 
campus, posters prohibiting 
vaping have been posted on 
bathroom doors and walls, 
and security guards have 
confiscated several vaping and 
marijuana devices in the last 
six weeks alone. Smoke shops 
in Berkeley have been under 
probation for underage sales 
of vape devices and vaping 
has become integrated into 
the culture and social scene 
of teenagers at Oakland Tech. 
Individuals, government offi-
cials, and campaigns have be-
gun to take preventative and 
restorative measures regarding 

vaping, which has sparked 
major controversies about 
whether e-cigarettes should be 
the focus of so much action. 

Teenage vaping has be-
come a national health crisis. 
According to the National 
Youth Tobacco Survey, over 
three million middle and 
high schoolers reported use 
of e-cigarettes. Vaping has in-
creased significantly as a result 
of a recent influx of publicity 
surrounding nicotine devices 
like Juul and Sourins and a 
general lack of information on 
the effects of nicotine inges-
tion through e-cigs. There 
are loopholes in laws against 
public domain knowledge, 
and cigarette advertisements 
have been manipulated by 
major distributors of the so-
called vapes to expose and 
draw youth to their products, 
all of which has been hidden 
under the guise of nicotine 
replacement therapy. Nicotine 

is an addictive substance and 
three hundred and eighty con-
firmed and probable cases of 
severe breathing illnesses have 
been found because of vaping, 
according to the Center for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion. Six known deaths have 
been the result of e-cigarette 
devices in America. 

Many groups and individ-
uals are attempting to make 
an impact in the midst of this 
“epidemic.” City and state 
governments in places such as 
San Francisco, New York and 
Michigan have banned ei-
ther the smoking implements 
themselves, or the sugary 
flavored juices presumably 
attracting young people to 
them. Even Donald Trump 
has stated that ‘the US Food 
and Drug Administration will 
be putting out "some very 
strong recommendations" 
regarding the use of flavored 
e-cigarettes in "a couple of 

weeks"’ (CNN). Additionally, 
anti-tobacco organizations 
such as the Truth Initiative 
have been attempting to di-
rectly access and educate teens 
through advertisements on 
social media platforms, in bus 
stations, and elsewhere. The 
response to the recent deaths 
has been much more immedi-
ate and impactful than that of 
reactions in the past to adver-
tisements and laws.

The recent vaping epi-
demic and controversy have 
also raised questions about 
the focus of American health 
policies on both on a politi-
cal and social level. Are the 
restrictions of Juuls and other 
nicotine-vaping devices really 
in the interest of the public 
health, specifically the youth? 
Many argue that government 
officials, often specifically 
referencing the president, 
should be more focused on 
passing laws surrounding gun 

violence, rather than vaping. 
The Gun Violence Archive has 
tracked 301 mass shootings 
in 2019 alone, which is obvi-
ously a much higher number 
than the 6 mystery-shrouded 
lung-disease caused deaths. 
Another point of interest is 
that many of the patients who 
are considered to be victims of 
vaping-caused illnesses stated 
that they vaped Tetrahydro-
cannabinol (THC) only, while 
others used solely nicotine, 
and more still consumed both 
substances. 

Ultimately, all of this leads 
to the question many young 
people are being forced to 
consider: is it or is it not cool 
to juul? 

By Penelope Martindale

By Jade Foxall and Maxwell 
Stern

Vox.com

Democratic presidential candidates pose for pictures after the debate
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Oakland Tech’s class 
of 1981 (nicknamed 
“The Apollos”) is living 
proof that teenagers 
can make a difference. 
Students in Tay McAr-
thur’s history class were 
upset by the total lack of 
holidays honoring Afri-
can-Americans and peo-
ple of color in general. 
Together they decided to 
change that, eventually 
helping to secure Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day as a 
state and then a national 
holiday.

OakTechRep plans to 
honor the motivated stu-
dents who left behind an 
inspirational legacy by 
putting on a production 
that will take an entire 
year to conceive, write, 
and stage. 2019 students 
are led by Ms. Ena Dal-
las, director of Oak-
TechRep (Oakland Tech’s 
pre-professional reper-
tory theater company). 
Their first step will be 
to interview the original 
Apollos and their teach-
er. They will use those 
transcripts to help write 
a script. Says Ms. Dallas, 
“We will be taking a look 
at all of the transcrip-

tions of the interviews 
and we will be creating 
a story arc based on 
the interviews, turning 
them into dialogue and 
movement pieces.” The 
team will research Oak-
land Tech in the 1980s 
and try to recreate the 
look and feel of the time 
period. “We’re going to 
involve projections from 
back in that time and 
place,” Ms. Dallas adds. 
They will also collabo-
rate with Oakland Tech’s 
music department for 
original music composi-
tion, and hope to involve 
the Oakland Tech danc-
ers for some ensemble 
moments. While this 
production utilizes many 
of the traditional aspects 
of musical theater, Ms. 
Dallas assures, “There 
will be musical elements 
to it, but still with the 
regular text of a play.”

In the past, Oak-
TechRep has staged 
two productions a year, 
but this show will take 
longer to set up than any 
other show they’ve ever 
done. “It’s such an inten-
sive process, we needed 
to spend the whole year 
to do it.” However, those 
hoping for two perfor-

mances will not be 
disappointed. No-
vember 21st-23rd the 
cast will be present-
ing “the script and 
hopefully someof the 
music.” The company 
will create a time for 
community engage-
ment and get some 
feedback from the 
audience. They will 
then workshop the 
play in order to de-
velop it further, until 
April, when Oak-
TechRep will present 
a more refined and 
rehearsed version of 
the show. Ms. Dallas 
promises it will be 
worth the wait. “I 
think this play is 
relevant because 
our history here 
at Oakland Tech 
is very rich with student 
activism. And I want to 
highlight this important 
moment that happened 
here to bring people’s 
attention to the power of 
the voices of youth,” she 
says. “I’m hoping that 
it’ll inspire our commu-
nity to take on their own 
issues and just know that 
they can really make big 
shifts.”

The show is a work in 

progress, but production 
is moving right along. As 
various communities get 
involved in the process, 
Ms. Dallas wants the 
students of Oakland 
Tech to know that they 
are imperative for the 
success of this show. 
“Please come see the 
performances.

Please participate in 
the community Q and A 
after each performance. 
The Oakland Tech stu-
dent body’s opinions and 

perspectives means a lot 
to me and to the compa-
ny. Please help promote 
the performances when 
our flyers come out. 
Please tell people about 
it. If you want to be in-
volved on a deeper level 
please come talk to me 
and I will definitely find 
a job for you.

There’s a lot to do.” 
She’s also looking to 
spread the word to the 
Oakland community 
at large. “If anyone has 

connections to press at 
a citywide level, I real-
ly want to get as many 
people out in Oakland, 
in our community as 
possible.” 

OakTechRep’s per-
formance centered on 
the student activism of 
1981 is sure to be an 
engaging, complex, and 
multi-faceted theatrical 
experience.

By Percy Unger

Welcome to Tech, Freshmen

On Tuesday, September 
17, Oakland Tech hosted its 
annual Club Day. Student-run 
organizations set up infor-
mation tables in front of the 
school at lunch and encour-
aged students to join them. 
It was an opportunity for 
students to learn about all the 
amazing clubs that Tech has 
to offer and get more involved 
with the school. This year’s 
Club Day was especially active 
and popular with many old 
and new clubs alike.

Tech’s assortment of clubs 
has expanded vastly over the 
past few years, with options 
ranging from academic or-
ganizations to athletic clubs 
to artistic groups to student 
unions. Each year, students 
have the ability to create new 

clubs that they feel will inter-
est other Tech students. By 
creating new clubs, students 
help contribute to the ev-
er-expanding opportunities 
for those at Tech. However, 
the clubs that gained the most 
traction were the clubs that 
have been around for years. 
For example, the Robotics 
Club has been up and running 
for six years. Tech Senior Al-
bert Countryman said, “Clubs 
like ours provide opportuni-
ties for students that they can’t 
get anywhere else from the 
school.” 

This year’s Club Day was 
much more popular than 
years past. The front of the 
school was bustling and stu-
dents were excited to find new 
interests and get involved with 
their peers. Tech Senior Wil-
liam Swearengen commented, 

“Club day seems to be really 
popular this year! There are so 
many new clubs and it’s great 
to see people expressing their 
opinions!” 

Additionally, clubs received 
much more interest and an 
increased number of new 
members than they ever had 
in the past. The Scribe’s man-
aging editor Christian Bardell 
said, “We almost filled up two 
[sign-up] pages entirely with 
new members! That’s a Scribe 
record for as long as I’ve been 
writing!” With increased in-
volvement and membership, 
clubs at Tech both new and 
old are thriving.

In case you missed Club 
Day, it’s not too late to join up! 
If you are interested in math 
and love solving challenging 
and rewarding problems or 
like to eat pie, Pi Club meets 

at lunch on Thursdays in 
room S3. Another great club 
is one for those interested in 
theater and backstage work: 
the Tech Techies meet on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Thursdays in the shop behind 

the auditorium. Check out 
Tech’s website to survey the 
many other options. With 
such a wonderful variety of 
clubs available, every Tech 
student can find their niche! 

Students Gather for Club Day
By Samuel Lin

Oakland Tech's Class of 1981 pose for picture after bowling 

Many clubs gather on the front lawn on Club Day.

Oaklandtech.com

Harry Zhu/Scribe
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You did it! You made it to 
high school! Fun, isn’t it? Yeah. 
Don’t get used to it. Get serious 
with your academics and grade 
point averages immediately. 
GPA’s do matter in the long 
run, and there’s no excuse your 
freshman year. If you’re failing 
freshman year, those habits will 
carry on to the next year, and 
then the next year. Junior year 
is going to catch up quick with 
SAT’s, ACT’s, AP exams, and 
challenging classes. 

However, there are many 
places you can go for help. 
Tech offers many academic 
resources such as tutoring, 
the library, office hours, and 
college workshops. Specifically 
for freshman students, there is 
a free and open peer tutoring 
program open to all 9th grad-

ers. Boost takes place Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, from 3:35 to 5 
PM, in the Teacher’s Cafeteria 
on the basement floor, and is 
offered in all four core subjects 
— Maths, Biology, English and 
History (California Studies). 
Additionally, there is Math 
Mentors, a free after-school/
before-school program for you 
to get immediate assistance for 
math classes. Math Mentors is 
from 3:45 to 5 PM in room 205 
on Mondays and in room 236 
on Thursdays, and on Wednes-
day mornings from 7:35 to 
8:50 AM in room S-3. There 
is no need to sign-up ahead 
of time, and Math Mentors is 
for all grades! Take advantage 
of tutoring resources, because 
everyone struggles sometimes 
and there is no shame in get-
ting help - and that goes for 
any year in your high school 

career.
Tech also offers an array 

of exceptional academies and 
programs that you can apply in 
your freshman year and enter 
in your sophomore year. For 
example, the Paideia program 
is an advanced Humanities 
pathway with courses that will 
challenge you academically, in 
a discussion-based classroom 
setting. Recently, the Race, 
Policy, and Law Academy was 
added, which studies govern-
ment policies, laws, and polit-
ical structures, and analyzes 
the effects of race on their 
execution. In the Computer 
Science Academy, students 
have the chance to earn the ba-
sic principles of programming 
and programming languages 
such as Java and Python. The 
Health Academy, the largest of 
the academies, focuses on the 

medical field, providing many 
engaging courses and intern-
ship opportunities for students. 
The Engineering Academy 
offers rigorous courses focus-
ing on architecture and design. 
The Fashion, Arts, and Design 
Academy (FADA) offers a 
variety of courses in the arts 
that will prepare students for a 
career in the fashion, graphic 
design, and visual arts fields. 
Some students also choose not 
to participate in an academy 
during their time at Tech. All 
of these are valid choices, and 
you should make your choice 
of academy based on your 
interests and passions, not 
what you are told by others or 
by the academy your friends 
are choosing. Remember that 
these academic resources and 
pathways are important and 
open to everyone of every 

race, gender, sexuality, and 
background to gain college 
and career readiness skills in a 
specific field. 

Also, it can not be stressed 
enough that everyone should 
check the Oakland Tech web-
site to get updated information 
about school events, academics 
and academic programs, and 
college readiness. The Oakland 
Tech website, in addition to the 
PTSA newsletter, is an essential 
part of communication be-
tween parents, students, teach-
ers, faculty, and the adminis-
tration. 

You can find additional tu-
toring services at tinyurl.com/
OT-TutoringResources and on 
the Oakland Tech Website at 
oaklandtech.com.

By Harry Zhu
 

The Peanut Butter Falcon, 
co-written and directed by 
Michael Schwartz and Tyler 
Nilson, is a uniquely delight-
ful and necessary film. Zak 
(Zack Gottsagen) is a young 
man with Down’s Syndrome 
who runs away from a nursing 
home where he’s been placed 
by the state, hoping to pur-
sue his dream of becoming a 
wrestler.

Even at a time with more 
diverse representation in 
media than ever, people with 
disabilities are rarely seen on 
screen, and far too often they 
are reduced to objects of pity 
or even the punchlines of 
insensitive jokes. Frequently, 
disabled characters are played 
by able-bodies actors, further 
limiting the number of roles 
for performers with disabili-
ties. This lack of opportunity 
and authentic representation 
inspired Nilson and Schwartz 
to make the film. The duo met 
Zack Gottsagen, an aspiring 
actor who has Down’s Syn-
drome, eight years ago. He 
wanted to star in a movie, but 

with so few films being made 
about people like him, it 
seemed unlikely. “It’s a part 

of the population that tradi-
tionally doesn’t have charac-
ters written about them,” said 
Schwartz. Seeking to improve 
this problem, he and and 
Nilson wrote the script with 
Gottsagen in mind.

On the road, Zak meets a 
crab fisherman named Tyler 
(Shia LeBeouf), who is initially 
brusque and callous, but soon 
warms up to Zak. The two 
begin to bond as they embark 
on a journey through swampy 
South Carolina. Zak is heading 
to Florida in hopes of meet-
ing a professional wrestler he 
idolizes. Tyler’s terminus is less 
defined; he’s just trying to run 
away from his rocky past. The 
sun-drenched, watery South-
ern landscape looks gorgeous 
thanks to cinematographer 
Nigel Bluck. The movie is 
wholesome, sweet without 
feeling the least bit contrived. 
It rejects saccharine in favor of 
humor, humanity and compas-
sion. 

As Tyler, LeBeouf delivers 
one of his best, most sincere 

performances to date. LeB-
eouf, Gottsagen, and the rest of 
the cast - which also includes 
Dakota Johnson and Bruce 
Dern - have natural chemistry, 
lending the film buoyancy and 
contributing to its authentic 
feel. Crucially, it’s Zak’s story, 
and he is never infantilized 
or made to be pitied by the 
audience. He is a dynamic 
character: loving, determined, 
and eager to learn. Gottsagen 
plays the role wonderfully. To 
call the film refreshing is an 
understatement.

The Farewell, writer-direc-
tor Lulu Wang’s second feature 
film, is “based on an actual lie.” 
The movie is a slightly fiction-
alized retelling of Wang’s fam-
ily’s decision not to tell their 
Nai Nai (grandmother) that 
she has been diagnosed with 
terminal lung cancer. Some 
members of the extended 
family have emigrated to other 
countries or moved away from 
Changchun, China, where 
Nai Nai lives; many have not 
seen each other in years. They 
hastily plan a cousin’s wedding 
as a pretense for everyone to 
get together and visit Nai Nai 

before she dies. 
Awkwafina (Crazy Rich 

Asians, Ocean’s Eight) plays 
Billi, Nai Nai’s twenty-some-
thing Chinese-American 
granddaughter. The character 
is a version of Wang herself, 
a young woman struggling to 
conceal her anticipatory grief 
and her discomfort with the 
family’s lack of transparen-
cy with Nai Nai. She is also 
forced to confront the cultural 
differences between China, 
her birthplace, and the US, 
where she has lived since she 
was a small child. Awkwafina’s 
performance is moving and 
impressive, demonstrating that 
she is a skilled dramatic actor 
as well as a great comedic one. 
Nai Nai is perfectly played 
by Zhao Shuzhen, a veteran 
Chinese actress famed for 
her television performances. 
Like Zac in The Peanut Butter 
Falcon, Nai Nai is treated as a 
complete person. She is funny, 
affectionate, and stubborn. In 
the hands of a less sensitive 
director, an ill, elderly charac-
ter might have been flat and 
pitiable, but Wang shows us 
her dimension and celebrates 

her. 
At the reunion, disagree-

ments and points of conten-
tion between family members 
resurface, and profound 
sadness abounds. Deftly, 
Wang finds humor in tense 
situations, managing to rup-
ture the somber mood with 
bursts of absurdity. Her script 
is poignant, and the talent-
ed cast, who consulted with 
Wang’s actual family members 
throughout the process, brings 
it to life. 

The Farewell and The 
Peanut Butter Falcon are both 
great films for all viewers. 
Each is funny and pleasant yet 
substantial and thought-pro-
voking. 

Welcome to Tech, Freshmen
Ceramic pumpkins to celebrate fall

Movies Reviews:                                                              
The Peanut Butter Falcon and Farewell

By Quinn Sedlachek
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*A little distraction for when 
you don't want to pay attention 
in class*

What is the sun sign?
Also known as the “star 

sign,” your sun sign is the 
position of the sun at your 
birth, which is then placed into 
one of the twelve zodiac signs. 
They show the core of your 
personality and express the 
emotions that you may expe-
rience throughout your daily 
life. 

Capricorn: December 21 – 
January 19

Although this month might 
be rough for it is essential that 
you don't give up. Observe 
other's strengths and weak-
nesses and see how they differ 
from your own nature, gather 
what you need to overcome 
your own challenges.  

Most compatible signs: 
Taurus, Virgo, Scorpio, Pi-
sces|Least compatible signs: 
Aries, Libra

Aquarius: January 19 – 
February 18

It is time to release all the 
pressure that you have been 
feeling lately. The pressure of 

stress and making hard choices 
has taken its toll on you. Take 
the time to just get away from 
everything and focus on the 
most important person in your 
life, you.  

Most compatible signs: Ar-
ies, Gemini, Libra, Sagittarius | 
Least compatible signs: Taurus, 
Scorpio 

Pisces: February 18 – 
March 20

This is your month for deci-
sion making, to make the hard 
choices that nobody else wants 
to do. Even though it might 
seem rough, as long as you 
believe in yourself, everything 
will feel right, even if others 
disapprove of your choices.  

Most compatible signs: 
Capricorn, Taurus, Cancer, 
Scorpio | Least compatible 
signs: Gemini, Sagittarius 

Aries: March 20 – April 19
This month is mainly a 

time for a change, Don’t worry 
about the things you cannot 
control. Instead, try to focus 
on the things that you can. 
Cleansing both your body and 
mind can lead you in new di-
rections you never seen before.  

Most compatible signs: 
Gemini, Leo, Sagittarius, Libra 
| Least compatible signs: Can-
cer, Capricorn 

Taurus: April 19 – May 20
You have been working 

really hard in reaching your 
goals this month! It's time to 
take it easy, That these last cou-
ple of days out of this nothing 
to recenter yourself in your 
physical and mental state. 

Most compatible signs: 
Cancer, Virgo, Capricorn, 
Pisces | Least compatible signs: 
Leo, Aquarius

Gemini: May 20 – June 20
Take into consideration the 

ones that you love. The pillars 
of your life who made you the 
person you are today. Start 
each day with a smile to gain 
new friends who will help you 
succeed in the future. 

Most compatible signs: Ari-
es, Leo, Libra, Aquarius | Least 
compatible signs: Virgo, Pisces  

Cancer:  June 20 – July 22
Even though you haven't 

really seen investment in all 
the choices you have made it 
is soon to come tenfold. Keep 
developing different abilities 
and overcome more challenges 
that you have laid out in front 
of you.  

Most compatible signs: 
Taurus, Virgo, Scorpio, Pisces 
| Least compatible signs: Aries, 
Libra 

Leo: July 22 – August 22
Though you like playing it 

safe most of the time a part of 
you want to seek out adven-
ture. Listen to that part of you 
and take every different path 
that fits your interest. Smile as 
much as you can and live life 
the way you see fit. 

Most compatible signs: Ar-
ies, Gemini, Libra, Sagittarius | 
Least compatible signs: Taurus, 
Scorpio

Virgo: August 22 – Septem-
ber 22

Use this month to cut back 
and relax, try taking a break 
instead of giving up complete-
ly. Take your problems one 
step at a time. once everything 
is put into perspective nobody 
can stop you.  

Most compatible signs: 
Taurus, Cancer, Scorpio, Cap-
ricorn | Least compatible signs: 
Gemini, Sagittarius 

 Libra: September 22 – Oc-
tober 23

This month is a reminder 
of what is important to you, In 
all aspects of your life when it 
comes to beauty, love, creativ-
ity, or relationships all should 
be reflected upon. Once re-
minded of yourself as a whole 
will your true self ring true.  

Most compatible signs:  

Gemini, Leo, Sagittarius, Aries 
| Least compatible sign: Can-
cer, Capricorn 

Scorpio: October 23 – No-
vember 21

Though things have been 
stressful for you lately doesn't 
mean you give up. Try out 
different routes and think 
outside of the box. Keep your 
body in mind in balance with 
one another and push until the 
trouble passes. 

Most compatible signs: 
Cancer, Virgo, Capricorn, 
Pisces | Least compatible signs: 
Leo, Aquarius 

Sagittarius: November 21 – 
December 21

It's time to reflect on your 
past to propel into your future. 
Your actions and challenges 
all happen for a reason. Once 
you find that reason you will 
find the key to your successful 
future.  

Most compatible signs: Ari-
es, Leo, Libra, Aquarius | Least 
compatible signs: Virgo, Pisces 

*I am not a professional and 
this advice should be taken with 
a heavy grain of salt ;)*

By Christian Bardell

Senior year is an exciting 
time in high school and one 
that many look forward to. It 
is considered the best year of 
high school, because it means 
more freedom, indepen-
dence, and an opportunity for 
growth. However, senior year 
is not all fun and games; there 
is still homework to be done 
and college essays to write. 
In addition to the work, as 
seniors begin their last year of 
high school, they experience a 
myriad of emotions. There is 
a mix of excitement, sadness, 
fear, and uncertainty. 

While many seniors feel 
excited about finishing high 
school and starting a new 

chapter, the whole experience 
can be “bittersweet,” as senior 
Milah Gammon put it. Grad-
uating and taking the next 
steps, whether it be college 
or a job, can be exciting, but 
seniors also recognize how 
big of a change next year will 
be. Senior Sophie Young, 
described this new phase of 
life, saying, “Your childhood 
is over and you are entering 
a new phase in which you are 
not an adult, and you also 
aren’t completely supporting 
yourself.” This is a new ex-
perience for everyone, and it 
creates emotions of fear and 
uncertainty. Because child-
hood is over and a new phase 
of life is starting, no one is 
sure of exactly how to ap-
proach it. New responsibilities 

have to be taken on and this 
is another opportunity for 
growth and independence. 

Seniors also feel sad about 
their childhood ending be-
cause they know so much is 
going to change. Senior, Aden 
Lounds said, “I feel sad about 
leaving home because it will 
never be the same,” and Young 
agreed, adding, “I also feel 
sad about leaving my friends.” 
Both of these seniors recog-
nize that their relationships 
with family and friends are 
never going to be the same. 
As the seniors begin their new 
adventures next fall, many will 
move away and leave home 
for the first time. Because of 
this, friendships will change 
and the people who see each 
other everyday won’t see one 

another for months at a time. 
As saddening as they can be, 
these changes are inevitable 
and many seniors feel helpless 
is trying to stop them. 

Despite this sadness and 
fear of the impending chang-
es, seniors also feel a great 
deal of excitement. All the 
changes in their lives will 
bring new opportunities, new 
friends, a new home, and new 
experiences in the real world. 
Senior Lanie Goldberg men-
tioned this excitement about a 
new beginning, saying, “I like 
college applications because 
it feels like I am taking the 
next step and getting closer 
to some of my goals.” While 
many seniors may disagree 
with Goldberg about “liking 
college applications,” they do 

agree that senior year and 
upcoming graduation makes 
them feel like they are taking 
the next step in life. When 
they realize this, the excite-
ment of senior year kicks in, 
and some begin to feel that 
graduation can’t come soon 
enough. This pure excitement 
is demonstrated by the two 
words senior Cameron Park 
said when she was asked about 
her feelings about senior year. 
She simply replied, “Ayyyyyyy 
Seniors!!!!” Senior year is an 
exciting time, and although 
many seniors feel ready for 
the next step, many others 
are reluctant to leave their 
childhood and the comforts 
that come with it completely 
behind.

Senior Prepare Themselves for their Next Steps
By Avery Bluey

Horoscopes for the Month of September
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(NorCal Wildfires continued from page 1)

planet.
Furthermore, So added 

with great pride, “the current 
government needs to get their 
act together to realize how 
rapid yet gradually our envi-
ronment is suffocating. The 
environment is at stake with 
changes such as rising sea lev-
els, various weather patterns, 
and the endangerment of the 
animals. This will lead to a 
huge crisis of having a world 
that future generations would 
have to inherit.” That is the 
current reality of this planet 
when no one is taking any 
action whatsoever. 

That being said, So also 
pointed out that citizens 
need to be more “cautious as 
consumers for the waste we 
consume and buy.” Some help-

ful actions include reducing 
our electricity and water use, 
or even eating a vegan meal 
once a week. When one skips 
meat and cheese once a week 
with their family, doing so is 
the equivalent of taking one 
automobile off of the road for 
five weeks. Hence, if the en-
tire United States did not eat 
meat or cheese once a week, 
it would be the equivalent of 
taking 7.6 million automo-
biles off the road. 

For humans to contin-
uously live on this planet, 
we must take steps towards 
exchanging our diminish-
ing habits to prevent climate 
crisis from becoming even 
worse. Follow @11YearsDev 
on Twitter for climate crisis 
tips and facts all around! 

(Trudeau Balckface Scandal continued from page 2)

because of the racist history 
of blackface…” In the Unit-
ed States, blackface found its 
origins in the early 1800s with 
minstrel shows that featured 
white actors with their skin 
painted dark to depict black 
people as lazy and ignorant, 
and as thieves and hypersexu-
al predators. The first popular-
ly known blackface character 
was named “Jim Crow,” which 
led to the naming of the 19th 
and 20th century segregation 
laws that would later plague 
the American South. For 
many years, blackface was the 
only portrayal of black people 
in movies and popular me-
dia and was instrumental in 
the creation of almost every 
negative stereotype about 
black people in western cul-
ture. Canadian history is no 
more innocent when it comes 
to blackface and racism; the 
nation did not abolish slavery 
until 1834, and minstrelsy was 
actually common in Canada 
up until the 1970s, well after it 
was considered socially taboo 
in the US. The composer of 
the Canadian national an-
them, Calixa Lavalée, fre-
quently performed in minstrel 

shows in full blackface him-
self. 

After the third instance 
surfaced in the video, Trudeau 
stated, that he “didn’t realize 
how hurtful this is to people 
who live with discrimination 
every single day.” In reference 
to his childhood as the son of 
famed former Prime Minis-
ter Pierre Trudeau, he added, 
“I’ve always acknowledged 
that I come from a place of 
privilege, but I now need to 
acknowledge that that comes 
with a massive blindspot.” 

 While, of course, 
obscenely offensive and in-
sensitive, my largest problem 
with this situation is not that 
Trudeau wore blackface to 
the school talent show when 
he was in high school, or that 
he didn’t initially know it was 
wrong. It was that his “blind-
spot” of privilege was so large 
and impenetrable that he did 
it again in his twenties, and 
then again when he was al-
most 30 and teaching at a high 
school, and then presumably 
so many times throughout 
his life that he is not sure how 
many other images may sur-
face in the future. At the end 

of his first press conference on 
the issue, Trudeau stated that 
“If everyone who is going to 
be standing for office needs 
to demonstrate they’ve been 
perfect every step of their 

lives, there is going to be a 
shortage of people running for 
office.” He is correct in saying 
this. No one, not even our 
ideal politicians, have lived 
their entire lives without mak-

ing mistakes. But Trudeau’s 
privilege, as much as it may 
have isolated him from real 
life black people, did provide 
him with a world class educa-
tion and boundless access to 

information, Canadian history 
among it. Trudeau made a 
mistake - the first time. And 
then, despite all of the oppor-
tunities he had along the way 
to get educated and correct 

his behavior, he continued to 
repeat the same actions over 
and over. It was no longer a 
blind spot; it became willful 
ignorance. This type of behav-
ior is no longer a mistake; it 

is a pattern, and it is a pattern 
that is all too common among 
the privileged white men that 
occupy the majority of our 
seats of power in the world.

SkyNews

Harry Zhu/Scribe

Students march down the streets of SF, raising vibrant 
posters to raise awareness on climate change.

This photo of Justin Trudeau in full blackface has been subject to significant controversy.


