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Ms. Dallas, director of 
Oak Tech Rep, has been hard 
at work putting together an 
original play centered around 
the Oakland Tech Apollos 

class and their fight to put 
MLK day on the calendar. In 
my last article, the Apollos 
play was slated to be a year-
long show. But the schedule 
has changed and now the 
only performances will fall 

on MLK’s birthday week-
end (January 16th-19th), a 
fitting time for a work that 
honors his legacy. Ms. Dallas 
assures that the play is “not 
going to be as grandiose as 
I envisioned in the spring, 

but it's still going to be a very 
dynamic, full production. The 
story is going to be complete.” 
In order to make this pro-
duction the best that it can be 
in less time than previously 
arranged, Ms. Dallas has 
collaborated with a team of 
artists and creators commit-
ted to making this play shine. 
Tech senior Samuel Getachew 
is the new lead student writer. 
The set will be framed with 
pieces made by the after-
school Art Esteem program. 
Giant painted scrims decorat-
ed with civil rights heroes (lit 
from behind so that you can 
see through them!) will hang 
from both sides of the stage. 

The Tech Techies have 
created a “portable class-
room” which you may have 
seen if you attended the last 
assembly. You may also have 
observed the movement that 
the cast has incorporated into 
the story. Ms. Dallas says, 
“collaboration with the music 
department and movement 

will tell a story with a beau-
tiful yet simple set.” Music, 
dance, and set design will all 
come together to help tell this 
important story. 

Though we cannot over-
look the significance of audio 
design, set design, and move-
ment, the actors themselves 
are the main reason this show 
will resonate. The actors have 
been with this material for 
months, conducting inter-
views with involved historical 
figures, transcribing audio, 
creating a script, and finally 
rehearsing what they will 
soon bring to the stage. 

Every cast member in-
teracted with some of the 
real people this show brings 
to life. Ms. Dallas says this 
powerful experience truly 
informed the actors’ onstage 
character portrayals and gave 
them a deeper understanding 
of the content they are work-
ing with. Five cast members 
even went to interview the 
Oakland Tech teacher who 

By Percy Unger

February School 
Calendar

Feb. 4- District-wide jazz 
festival @Oakland Tech

Feb. 11- College Information 
Night 6:00p.m. - 8:00p.m.

Feb. 17- President’s Day 
(no school)

Feb. 19- Presentation on block 
schedule 

7:00p.m. - 8:30p.m.

Feb. 21- Black history 
month performance 
6:30p.m. - 8:30p.m.

Feb. 29- Oakland Tech PTSA 
Auction Gala 

6:00p.m. - 10:00p.m. 

More events on school calendar on 
Oakland Tech website

OakTechRep Presents “The Apollos”

Debate Team to Compete in National 
Championship Tournament

Oak Tech Rep

“The Apollos” honors the class of 1981 and their fight to make MLK day a national holiday.

Last December, 
Oakland Tech’s debate 
team received several 
distinctions in the Bay 
Area Urban Debate 
League (BAUDL) Fall 
Championship at San 
Francisco State Univer-
sity. The club’s varsity 
team, consisting of 
Megan Ma (senior) and 
Veronica Liu (junior), 
will participate in this 
year’s Urban Debate 
National Champi-
onships (UDNC), 
scheduled for April 
3 to April 5, 2020, in 
Dallas, Texas.  It is the 
second consecutive 
year that a team from 
Tech has earned the 
honor to compete in 
the national tourna-
ment. Qualifying for 
this prestigious compe-

tition is a remarkable 
achievement, and for 
Megan and Veronica, 
it reflects years of hard 
work and preparation 
spent developing their 
debating skills.

Every year, two de-
bate teams are selected 
by BAUDL to advance 
to the national tour-
nament through a 
regional qualifier. One 
team advances by win-
ning the finals compe-
tition at SF State, and 
the other is chosen 
through the coach’s 
vote. Debate topics 
vary from year to 
year; this year, debat-
ers tackled the topic 
of arms sale from the 
U.S. to foreign nations. 
These topics are chosen 
for their relevance in 
today’s political con-
versation. Indeed, the 

U.S. is the world’s larg-
est arms exporter, and 
this issue continues to 
divide both Congress 
and public opinion. 
Over the course of 

a two-day qualifier, 
members from Tech’s 
debate team received 
high rankings across 
the rookie, novice, 

and varsity divisions. 
Furthermore, through 
persuasive essay and a 
coach vote, Megan and 
Veronica were selected 

By Samuel Lin

Tech’s debate team finishes the year off strong at the SF State tournament.

Veronica Liu/Scribe

(The Apollos continues on page 8)

(Debate Team continues on page 8)
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February 
Sports 

Calendar

2020

Feb. 4 - 5:30p.m. Boys JV 
Basketball @Bishop O’Dowd

Feb. 5 - 4:00p.m. Boys JV 
Soccer vs. Richmond @Tech

- 5:00p.m. Girls Var Soccer 
@Skyline

- 6:00p.m. Girls Var Basket-
ball vs. McClymonds @Tech

Feb. 7 - 4:00p.m. Girls Var 
Soccer @Oakland High

- 6:00p.m. Var Basketball @
Oakland High

Feb. 12 - 4:00p.m. Girls Var 
Soccer vs. Skyline @Tech

- 5:30p.m. Girls Var Basket-
ball vs. Fremont @Tech

- 6:00p.m. Boys Var Soccer @
Castlemont

- 7:00p.m. Boys Var Basket-
ball vs. Fremont @Tech

Feb. 13 - 4:00p.m. Girls JV 
Basketball @ Miramonte

- 7:00p.m. Girls Var Basket-
ball @ Miramonte

Feb. 14 - - 6:00p.m. Girls Var 
Basketball vs. Castlemont @

Tech

- 7:00p.m. Boys Var Basket-
ball vs. Castlemont @Tech

Feb. 27 - 3:30p.m. Boys JV 
Baseball vs. Livermore @Tech

For more information 
visit oaklandtech.com/staff/

athletics-calendar

Oakland Tech Students Kick Off 
Voter Registration Campaign

Ride 4A Reason is an annu-
al bicycling fundraiser that has 
been raising money for public 
schools throughout the Oak-
land Unified School District 
for the past several years. The 
first Ride For A Reason took 
place in 2008 in response to the 
recession that caused budget 
cuts to education.

Mike Napolitan, an or-
ganizer for Ride 4A Reason, 
was upset that the schools his 
children attended at the time 
were cutting down a lot of 

money that would help many 
clubs and programs. Because 
he was upset with the budget 
cuts, Napolitan decided to do 
something to help fundraise 
for OUSD schools. Along with 
a few other parents who also 
wanted to do something about 
the budget cuts, Napolitan 
rode to Sacramento to petition 
better education and were suc-
cessful in attaining hundreds 
of signatures that vouched for 
better school funding. 

In the past, R4R has donat-
ed to Oakland International 
High School, which used the 
money to fund their soccer 

program and to pay for emo-
tional counselor support. They 
also support other OUSD 
schools such as Claremont 
Middle School, Edna Brewer 
Middle School, and Oakland 
Technical High School. Addi-
tionally, this year they plan to 
branch out to support schools 
outside OUSD, which includes 
Alameda’s Encinal Junior and 
Senior High. They hope to 
magnify the power of their 
message in Sacramento by sus-
taining and growing R4R both 
in Oakland and in neighboring 

communities while filling the 
financial gaps throughout East 
Bay schools. 

In the last 11 years, Ride 4A 
Reason has raised more than 
$1.1 million for public schools 
in Oakland. In 2019 more 
than 300 riders raised more 
than $210,000, which was a 
record-breaking year for Ride 
4A Reason. This year their goal 
is to raise at least $180,000. So 
far over 350 riders have already 
signed up for the event. If you 
do not have a bike, you can 
volunteer to help out in other 

Ride for a Reason Fundraises 
for Local Schools

When people think about 
voters, an older adult is 
usually what comes to mind. 
This assumption is what the 
students from Oakland Tech’s 
Leadership program are try-
ing to change with their voter 
preregistration campaign. 

With the support of 
All City Council, the dis-
trict-wide student governing 
board, student government 
officers and other members 
of youth organizations at 
Oakland Tech have delivered 
presentations in classes with 
the goal of educating students 
on the importance of voting 

and to help them understand 
the process. These ses-
sions, held in several classes 
through the school, have 
included training on voter 
registration procedure as well 
as a quick summary of voter 
rights and voter suppression. 

The focus on the small 
technicalities involved in 
voter registration is inten-
tional. Several steps involved 
in registering are confusing 
or require documents that 
many students do not have, 
like social security numbers 
and addresses. Voter registra-
tion forms are also worded 
confusingly so that a large 
number of forms are declared 

invalid.  Even though many 
resources intended to help 
youth vote are present, most 
students have no idea of the 
requirements for valid reg-
istration or of the resources 
available to them. 

Only a small fraction of 
students at Oakland Tech 
knew that youth could 
pre-register to vote at 16 
instead of waiting until 18, 
and several other teachers 
were unaware of the times at 
which students could begin 
to vote.  

During the presentations, 
students brought in blue 
pens (pencil voids a form) 

and went over each question 
on the form, showing fre-
quent mistakes and answer-
ing questions presented by 
students. Abriella Terrazas, a 
member of the voter registra-
tion campaign and Oakland 
Tech’s co-president, thought 
this initiative was very help-
ful. “I think it’s a great way 
to get young people involved 
in the political process,” she 
said. “I registered both at the 
DMV and at school, and it 
was not challenging because I 
was helped along the way.” 

In the first week of the 
campaign, All City Council 
and Leadership students went 

By Benjamin Salop

By Anusika Jegatheeswaran 
and Ariam Semere

(Voter Registration continues on page 8)

Oakland Not For Sale’s 
efforts to stop OUSD school 
closures has continued into the 
new year, and their coalition is 
only growing in strength and 
numbers. 

The months leading up to 
the end of 2019 have involved 
plenty of protests, including 
the now infamous October 
23rd meeting where protestors 
were met with excessive police 
violence. The OUSD Police 
Chief Jeff Godown has insisted 
that the department “didn't see 
any use of force by any of the 
officers," despite multiple vid-

eos taken by bystanders show-
ing officers choking and hitting 
protesters. Chief Godown is 
still refusing to release body-
cam footage of the encounter. 
Nine members of ONFS are 
now taking legal action against 
OUSD and the OUSD Police 
Department for the violence, 
seeking unspecified damages 
for loss of employment, med-
ical expenses, and emotional 
distress. 

Amid the protests, violence, 
and claims being filed, most 
OUSD school board members 
have held community meetings 
in an attempt to make the pub-
lic feel heard. Board members 

Gary Yee, James Harris, Rose-
ann Torres, and president Jody 
London have held such meet-
ings, each with a community 
member acting as a mediator. 
At Jody London’s meeting on 
December 10th, she was served 
with a notice of intent to recall. 
While serving London with the 
notice, ONFS member Saru 
Jayaraman said, “You should 
be held responsible for beating 
up parents and teachers who 
are trying to speak up and stop 
their kids’ school closures. 
So we have collected enough 
signatures to serve you with 

notice of intent for your recall.” 
In order to recall Jody Lon-
don, 15% of voters (just below 
136,000) in OUSD District 1 
would need to sign the peti-
tion.

On December 11th, ONFS 
disrupted the school board 
meeting by singing Christ-
mas carols. Protestors joined 
hands in a circle in front of 
board members sitting on state 
and sang holiday songs like 
“Jingle Bells” and “Dreidel, 
Dreidel, Dreidel,” with the 
lyrics changed to be about 
budget cuts and the OUSD 

Update: OUSD School Closure 
Protests Continue

By Audrey McGuinness

(Ride for a Reason continues on page 8)

(OUSD School Closure Protests continues on page 8)
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News
Deadly Wildfires Rage Across Australia

US-Iran Conflict Escalates after Soleimani's Death

As of January 3rd, the Unit-
ed States executive branch has 
heightened tensions with Iran. 
A U.S. airstrike near Baghdad’s 
international airport killed 
Qassem Soleimani, Iranian 
Major General in the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps, 
as well as Abu Mahdi al-Mu-
handis, the deputy command-
er of Iran-backed militias in 
Iraq, known as the Popular 
Mobilization Forces, and five 
others. The justification Presi-
dent Trump provided was that 
the Revolutionary Guards, 
and Soleimani’s Quds Force, 
were terrorist organizations, 
which he declared in April 
2019. This was an attempt to 
skirt the United States’ 1976 
political assassination ban, as 
well as a ploy to distract the 
American voters from Trump’s 
impeachment. 

President Trump is aware 
that no senator is likely to 
impeach a president during 
wartime, which this attack 
could have created. Trump 
wishes to use Soleimani’s 
death as a campaign strategy 
in the upcoming presidential 
election, attempting to show-
case his ability to take action 
in times of crisis. Iran ap-
peared to be “standing down” 
after the country launched 

a missile attack on Iraqi 

bases housing U.S. troops, 
in which no American 
citizens were killed. However, 
six days later, Iranian missiles 
also shot down a Ukrainian 
airliner, after it allegedly flew 
too close to a sensitive mili-
tary base amid Iran’s height-
ened state of emergency. The 
Iranian government admits 
to unintentionally killing all 
176 people aboard, leading to 
massive protests throughout 
Iran. These events, as well 
as Trump’s continual threats 
to obliterate Iranian cultural 
sites, and the assassination of 
Soleimani, threaten U.S.-Iran 
diplomatic relations. This has 
led to unrest in both coun-
tries, lowering the probability 
of future cooperation between 
Iran and the United States, 
two heavily armed countries 
with much at stake. 

The tensions between the 
two countries have led to an 
unforeseen response amongst 
younger generations, who 
began creating and sharing 
internet memes about a pos-
sible WW3 scenario. These 
“WW3 memes” have become 
widespread among Oakland 
Tech’s students, and the gen-
eral youth. They include jokes 
about what groups of society 
will be drafted first, and how 
people plan to act incapable of 
serving in the military, wheth-
er through resorting to tradi-
tional domesticity or faking a 

disability. 
Kayla Hickey, a sophomore 

at Oakland Tech, weighs in. 
“I think the teenage popula-
tion knows bits and pieces of 
this larger situation, that then 
we’re unsure what to really 
do with,” Kayla says. “People 
shouldn’t take them too seri-
ously as they aren’t intended 
for the reason to hurt anyone 
or mislead, but instead a way 
to cope with this huge situa-
tion.” These jokes seem to be 
a coping mechanism for the 
fear and nervous anticipation 

Tech students and the rest of 
our generation currently feels. 
Although many see these 
jokes as harmless, some argue 
that the focus on the possibil-
ity of American citizens being 
drafted is negative. Many 
people feel that the memes 
surrounding the conflict 
ignore those who will be at 
the greatest risk if the escalat-
ing tensions spiral into war: 
Iranian civilians. Diplomacy 
and nonviolent de-escalation 
have become unpopular in 
times of crisis, leading to con-

flict in which it is the innocent 
inhabitants of a country at 
war that pay the price. Making 
light of a serious topic is prob-
lematic, and yet is an under-
standable reaction, especially 
amongst young people, who 
have no real control over what 
is becoming an increasingly 
frightening situation. Finding 
a way to make the possibility 
of war seem less serious is 
a frantic gesture to retain a 
sense of normalcy in a world 
that appears to be coming 
apart at the seams.

The worst wildfires Austra-
lia has seen in decades con-
tinue to devastate the nation, 
impacting millions of people 
and animals. It is quite normal 
for Australia to experience a 
fire season during their hot 
and dry summers. In the past 
years, fire seasons have prov-
en to be deadly, notably the 
“Black Saturday” fires which 
in 2009 killed over 170 peo-
ple. However, this fire season 
is particularly severe due to 
various factors. 

Especially important is 
the fact that Australia is 
currently experiencing its 
worst droughts in years: the 
country’s Bureau of Meteo-
rology has reported that the 
previous spring was the driest 
on their record. Additionally, 
December’s heat wave reached 

staggering temperatures, with 
multiple areas reaching tem-
peratures over 114 degrees. 
Mathew Crowther, an envi-
ronmental sciences professor 
at the University of Sydney 
wrote “[we’ve] never seen the 
length of fires that have been 
occurring, the scale across 
the areas and intensity of the 
fires.” 

Neil Hamilton is a sheep 
farmer who lived in a town lo-
cated between Melbourne and 
Sydney when flames quickly 
engulfed his neighborhood. 
Hamilton recalls this encoun-
ter saying, “It got to the stage 
that if we stayed outside we 
would have died.” Hamilton is 
not alone in this experience, 
for thousands of Australians 
have lost their homes due to 
the fires. In New South Wales 
alone, Australia’s most popu-
lous state, over 2,000 homes 

have been either damaged or 
destroyed leaving many strug-
gling to find shelter. Across 
Australia’s six states, 17.9 mil-
lion acres have burned. To put 
this in scale, the Australia fires 
are 46% larger than last year’s 
Amazon rainforest fires. 

The death toll of the fires 
is continuing to rise, with the 
last number reporting that as 
of January 13, 2020 28 people 
including several volunteer 
firefighters had died. The 
fires have also posed a great 
health risk to many, with the 
pollution creating a surge in 
emergency room and hospi-
tal visits. Particles found in 
smoke are dangerous in that 
they inhibit cardiac function, 
trigger asthma attacks, and 
cause lung inflammation. 

Another population great-
ly affected by the fires is the 
unique wildlife that Australia 

supports. Ecologist Scot Dick-
man from the University of 
Sydney estimates that around 
one billion animals have died 
in the flames. Numerous wild-
life experts and environmental 
groups believe that multi-
ple species could have been 
pushed to extinction due to 
the fires. In response, Austra-
lia’s government has pledged 
50 million dollars to aid 
rescue efforts of protections 
of wildlife affected. As of now, 
the New South Wales National 
Park have resorted to using 
aircrafts to drop thousands of 
kilograms of food to starving 
marsupials and other species. 

The prime minister of 
Australia, Scott Morrison, is 
now facing harsh criticism for 
his response to the wildfires. 
Many Australians and experts 
cite climate change as the 
driving force behind such ex-

treme weather conditions that 
have led to the fires. Morrison 
is known for his support for 
the coal industry, and many 
Australians including the Uni 
Students for Climate Justice 
blame Morrison for not doing 
enough to prevent climate 
change. The group writes, 
“[we’re] protesting this Friday 
because we're outraged about 
our government's criminal 
negligence about the bushfire 
crisis, exacerbated by climate 
change.” Now, tens of thou-
sands of activists across nine 
cities including Sydney and 
Perth march in hope that 
Morrison will properly ad-
dress climate change and the 
effects it has had on natural 
disasters including the ongo-
ing fires. 

By Sage Plaisted and 
Sylvie Croteau

By Meron Gebre

 Iranians take to the streets following the assassination of Major General Suleimani

New York Times
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Protests in Hong Kong Expected to Continue
News

The protests and 
demonstrations in Hong 
Kong have been gaining 
international attention 
recently. Although many 
people are showing their 
support towards Hong 
Kong, they don’t know 
much about the problem. 
To understand what is 
currently happening we 
have to go back to 1984. 
In September of 1984, 
the British and Chinese 
signed an agreement in-
stituting the turnover of 
Hong Kong in exchange 
for the Chinese to pledge 
to preserve Hong Kong’s 
capitalist system. At 
midnight on July 1, 1997, 
the United Kingdom 
handed Hong Kong over 
to China, and it officially 
became the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative 
Region of the People's 
Republic of China.

A fundamental part of 
the agreement stated that 
Hong Kong would func-
tion under a “one coun-
try, two systems” rule. 
The idea was originally 
suggested by a Chinese 
official, Deng Xiaoping. 
His suggestion was that 
there be only one China 
but that other regions 
such as Hong Kong 
could proceed with their 
own government system 
and legal, economic, 
and financial affairs, 
such as trade relations. 
For a while, mainland 
China respected these 
boundaries and borders 
with Hong Kong. A huge 
reason for their compli-

ance was because for a 
while, Hong Kong was 
a strong asset to main-
land China’s economy. 
In 1997, China had not 
been allowed to join the 
World Trade Organi-
zation, so China had a 
limited amount of influ-
ence in the international 
market. Hong Kong 
served as the solution to 
this problem and China 
began to trade through 
Hong Kong ports. 

The trade through 
Hong Kong was short-
lived though because, in 
2001, China became a 
part of the World Trade 
Organization. Nearly 
half the trade in China 
during 1997 was through 
Hong Kong, but that fell 
to less than 12% after 
China joined the World 
Trade Organization. 
Hong Kong’s economy 
was also one-fifth of the 
size of China’s during 
1997, and its per capita 
income was 35 times 
higher. In 2018 however, 
Hong Kong’s economy 
was barely one-thirtieth 
the size of China’s. While 
this was happening, 
mainland China was de-
veloping and improving 
its cities as well as the 
overall country. Because 
China did not receive as 
much of a benefit from 
respecting Hong Kong’s 
independent govern-
ment, it began to erase 
its border with Hong 
Kong. 

Mainland China has 
started to push their 
ways of government and 
Hong Kong has seen the 

effects of what would 
happen if they allowed 
China to get away with 
it. The recent protests 
have been over a new bill 
that the Hong Kong gov-
ernment proposed titled 
‘The Fugitive Offenders 
Amendment Bill,” which 
allows for the extradi-
tion of criminal fugitives 
who are wanted in areas 
with which Hong Kong 
does not currently have 
extradition agreements, 
such as mainland China. 

This bill caused quick 
concern among the 
citizens of Hong Kong 
because it would mean 
that visitors and citizens 
equally would be under 
the jurisdiction and legal 
policies of mainland 

China which have been 
known to be harsh as 
well as discriminatory, 
especially to those who 
oppose Chinese govern-
ing. The bill threatens 
Hong Kong’s “one coun-
try, two systems” order, 
which allows Hong 
Kong to have a different 
judicial system from 
mainland China. Despite 
the protests and angry 
citizens, the government 
progressed with the sec-
ond reading of the bill 

on June 9th. That same 
day, around a million 
protesters took to the 
streets to demand that 
the bill be withdrawn. 

The protests and 
overall disdain from the 
general public caused 

the bill to be withdrawn 
on June 15th. Although 
the bill was withdrawn, 
Hong Kong protesters 
said it was "too little, too 
late." Two days before 
the bill was withdrawn, 
the police used pepper 
spray, batons and over 
150 canisters of tear gas 
on thousands of protest-
ers. This caused outrage. 
Interactions between 
protesters and police 
began to turn violent. 
With police firing bullets 

into crowds and people 
being set on fire, it was 
spiraling out of control. 
The protesters continued 
to demand 4 things: for 
the protests not to be 
characterized as a "riot,” 
amnesty for arrested 

protesters, an inde-
pendent inquiry into 
alleged police brutality, 
and implementation 
of complete universal 
suffrage. In response, 
Chinese President Xi 
Jinping said any division 
against China as a whole 
would result in "bod-
ies smashed and bones 
ground to powder.” 
Protests have continued 
and protesters do not ap-
pear to be slowing down 
until they receive the 

independence and, in a 
sense, separation from 
mainland China they 
were promised in 1997.

By Abisika 
Jegatheeswaran

This year, student gov-
ernment chose to forgo the 
annual tradition of a Winter 
Ball, Oakland Tech’s win-
ter-themed school dance. 
There was no announcement 
of the cancellation in school-
wide announcements or on 
the Oakland Tech website. 

There was little to no com-
plaint or pushback from the 
student body on this subject 
as a result.

On Tuesday, January 14th, 
2019-2020 Oakland Tech ASB 
president, Ethan Sue, revealed 
this year’s alternative to Win-
ter Ball: the Pink Hearts Val-
entines Day Gala. The student 
government’s fresh new take 
on a mid-school-year dance is 

something for students to look 
forward to.

The Pink Hearts Gala will 
happen on February 15th, 
2020. If purchased in Janu-
ary, tickets will be $8.00 each, 
and $10.00 if purchased in 
February. Traditional Valen-
tines Grams will be available 
to purchase in the upcoming 
weeks in order to fundraise 
for this event. Both candy and 

roses will be available, the 
price of which are to be an-
nounced this month. The Pink 
Hearts Valentines Day Gala is 
an exciting new social event to 
show your bulldog pride. 

Be sure to buy your Oak-
land Tech Pink Hearts Gala 
tickets and Valentine Grams 
this month!  

Info: 
Pink Hearts Gala - 2/15 
Price: $8 in January 
$10 in February 

Oakland Tech Student Government Dances
By Jade Foxall and 
Maxwell Stern

After seven tense months, civil unrest persists in Hong Kong.

Los Angeles Times
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Protests in Hong Kong Expected to Continue
Features

On the morning of Monday, 
January 13, 2020, actors Issa 
Rae and John Cho announced 
the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences’ nominees 
for 92nd Academy Awards to 
be held February 9, 2020. 

Like every year, criticism 
and praise greeted the news of 
the nominations, specifically 
regarding the racial and gender 
dynamics of the nominees. 

Five years after black activist 
April Reign started the #Os-
carsSoWhite campaign to call 
out the overwhelmingly white 

list of nominees, the Academy 
has yet to make significant pos-
itive change for black actors. 
Between 2015 and 2020, only 
three nominations have been 
given to black actors for Best 
Actor: Denzel Washington in 
2016 for Fences and in 2017 for 
Roman J. Israel, Esq., and Dan-
iel Kaluuya for in 2017 for Get 
Out. In the same time span, 
only two nominations have 
been given to black actresses 
for best actress: Ruth Negga in 
2016 for Loving, and Cynthia 
Erivo this year for Harriet. 
Only four black men have ever 
been awarded Best Actor, and 

only one black woman for Best 
Actress. No black director has 
ever been awarded Best Direc-
tor. 

Awkwafina, the first 
Asian-American woman to 
win a Golden Globe for Best 
Actress, was not even nominat-
ed for an Oscar. Neither was 
Lupita Nyong’o for her critical-
ly acclaimed performance in 
Jordan Peele’s Us, nor Jennifer 
Lopez for what the New York 
Times named one of the 10 
Best Performances of the Year 
in Hustlers. 

Bong Joon-ho, the South 
Korean screenwriter and di-

rector was the only person of 
color among the five directing 
nominees, nominated for his 
critically acclaimed Parasite. 
Taika Waitit, director of Best 
Picture nominee Jojo Rabbit, 
was not nominated. Notably, 
no women were nominated for 
Best Director, despite well-re-
ceived and critically acclaimed 
films directed by women like 
Melina Matsoukas of Queen 
and Slim, Lulu Wang of The 
Farewell, Olivia Wilde of 
Booksmart, and Greta Gerwig 
of Little Women. 

As the Academy continues 
to sideline actors and directors 

of color and female directors, 
many have questioned wheth-
er it is (and was ever) a valid 
and accurate measurement 
of achievement in film. That 
questioning will likely continue 
until artists of color and female 
artists are given the recogni-
tion, acclaim, and awards their 
works absolutely deserve. 

By Penelope Martindale 

The holidays are a time of 
celebration and festivities, but 
for those who are less fortu-
nate, they can be a tough peri-
od of time. However, there are 
many opportunities around to 
give back to the community. 

Many people will be spend-
ing the holidays with their 
families, but there are lots 
of veterans who don’t have a 
chance to do this. Those living 
in veterans shelters near us, 
like Operation Dignity Inc. 
in Oakland, could use a bit of 
holiday cheer. They are look-
ing for volunteers to go and 
visit the veterans, even just 
having a conversation with 
them. Volunteers could also 

help with things like decorat-
ing the shelter for the holidays. 
The shelter is also looking for 
donations of warm clothes, 
like winter coats and gloves, 
along with toiletries and 
other goods. The VA Veterans 
Service has a more extensive 
list of donations they need 
to keep the shelter running. 
If you are interested in doing 
something more hands-on this 
holiday season, there are great 
programs for that. Habitat for 
Humanity is always looking 
for volunteers to help with 
building homes for those with-
out. In Oakland, the estimated 
number of those living on the 
streets has increased by 47 % 
since 2017. By volunteering 

for Habitat for Humanity, you 
can make a huge impact in 
one’s life. If you do not want 
to build and construct, they 
offer programs at the Habitat 
for Humanity ReStore resale 
outlet, where you can volun-
teer. As always, they are also 
looking for donations of any 
amount. 

The holiday spirit is the 
most magical as a child. 
However, many kids in our 
city don’t get to experience 
holiday joy like they should 
for a multitude of reasons. 
There are many ways for you 
to help lighten the burden on 
these children. The Salvation 
Army offers a program called 
the Angel Tree program. 

They distributed toys to more 
than one million children 
last year. This program needs 
volunteers to distribute and 
organize the toys to be sent to 
the kids, along with food for 
holiday meals to the partici-
pating families. If you are part 
of a church or other similar 
organization, your group can 
sponsor a family or a group 
of families so that they have 
gifts and plentiful food for this 
season. 

Many kids are not able to 
able to celebrate the holiday 
season due to medical reasons 
and are cooped up in the hos-
pital. Children’s Hospital offers 
a program for volunteers to 
visit the kids and bring pres-

ents, something that would 
make their day. 

There are so many ways to 
give back to our community. 
Even if it is not the holiday 
season anymore, doing charity 
work is something so import-
ant for our society. Giving 
back not only improves the 
lives of those in need, but it 
can also help you and your 
heart. There is no better feel-
ing than giving to others, so if 
you are able to take on any of 
these responsibilities, even if 
it’s just a small donation, know 
that you are making a differ-
ence in somebody's life. 

By Macy Hatfield

The 2020 Oscar Nominations

Ways to Give Back
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*A little distraction for when 
you don't want to pay attention 
in class*

What is the sun sign?
Also known as the “star 

sign,” your sun sign is the 
position of the sun at your 
birth, which is then placed into 
one of the twelve zodiac signs. 
They show the core of your 
personality and express the 
emotions that you may expe-
rience throughout your daily 
life. 

                             
Capricorn: December 21 – 
January 19

This month you will feel 
like change is approaching, 
which it most definitely is. 
Keep your old issues and look 
toward the future. When you 
prepare for your future,  it will 
look pretty bright for you! 

Most compatible signs: Pi-
sces, Taurus, Virgo, Scorpio| 
Least compatible signs: Aries, 
Libra, Cancer

Aquarius: January 19 – Febru-
ary 18

February is going to be your 
month as it is the season of the 
Aquarius. Use this time to be 
a little more "self-focused" and 

focus on your aspirations. This 
month try to keep an open 
mind and let your goals drive 
you to achieve what you want 
most. 

Most compatible signs: Ar-
ies, Gemini, Libra, Sagittar-
ius | Least compatible signs: 
Taurus, Scorpio, Leo

Pisces: February 18 – March 
20

This month you'll be in 
your element. Your creativity 
will be off the charts! Try to 
keep a level-headed mind as 
it may be wise to get a second 
opinion every now and then. 
Use this month as a fresh start 
for your future.

Most compatible signs: 
Capricorn, Taurus, Cancer, 
Scorpio | Least compatible 
signs: Gemini, Sagittarius, 
Virgo

Aries: March 20 – April 19
In this new year, things 

are going great for you! Just 
be sure that it stays amazing; 
things can get into your head 
and ruin your amazing streak. 
Keep your head up and no-
body can stop you!  

Most compatible signs: 
Gemini, Leo, Sagittarius, 
Aquarius | Least compatible 
signs: Cancer, Capricorn, 
Libra

Taurus: April 19 – May 20
This month will be all about 

setting goals! Success is just 
moments within your grasp.  
But try not to lose sight of your 
end goals, for distractions may 
present themselves to you. As 
long as you keep a positive 
focused mindset, anything will 
be possible.

Most compatible signs: 
Cancer, Virgo, Capricorn, Pi-
sces | Least compatible signs: 
Leo, Aquarius

Gemini: May 20 – June 20
This month is all about 

finding yourself. Do what 
makes you happy and what 
inspires you to do the things 
you like. Set goals you made 
for yourself and focus on them; 
once you keep in mind what 
you need to do, you will finally 
find out what you can do.  

Most compatible signs: 
Aries, Leo, Libra, Aquarius | 
Least compatible signs: Vir-
go, Pisces, Sagittarius 

Cancer:  June 20 – July 22
Treat yo self! This month 

is all about self-reflection and 
self-care. It's time for you to 
put yourself first and cut out 
the negativity in your life.

Most compatible signs: 
Taurus, Virgo, Scorpio, Pisces 

| Least compatible signs: Ari-
es, Libra, Capricorn 

Leo: July 22 – August 22
This month is all about you. 

Focus on things that make 
you happy and keep the ones 
around who make you happy. 
Though happiness is defined in 
so many ways, just make sure 
that it’s your way. 

Most compatible signs: Ar-
ies, Gemini, Libra, Sagittar-
ius | Least compatible signs: 
Taurus, Aquarius, Scorpio

Virgo: August 22 – September 
22

Use this month to cut back 
and relax. Try not to be too 
nitpicky and avoid being overly 
critical of other people. Self-in-
vestment is important and is 
something that will be worth it 
in the end. 

Most compatible signs: 
Taurus, Cancer, Scorpio, 
Capricorn | Least compatible 
signs: Gemini, Sagittarius, 
Pisces

 Libra: September 22 – Octo-
ber 23

This month is going to be 
your month to rise up and 
stand out. Use your skills to 
your advantage and achieve 
the goals you have set out to 
accomplish! 

Most compatible signs:  
Gemini, Leo, Sagittarius, 
Aquarius | Least compati-
ble sign: Cancer, Capricorn, 
Aries

Scorpio: October 23 – Novem-
ber 21

This month is all about 
independence and self-advo-
cacy. (As long as it doesn't hurt 
anyone) Feel free to voice your 
opinion and stand up for what 
you believe in! 

Most compatible signs: 
Cancer, Virgo, Capricorn, Pi-
sces | Least compatible signs: 
Leo, Aquarius, Taurus 

Sagittarius: November 21 – 
December 21

This month is all about 
friendship. It will be a time to 
evaluate your friendships and 
appreciate those who have 
supported and stood by you. 
You will also get a fresh look at 
things, and you may discover 
new friends and opportunities.

Most compatible signs: 
Aries, Leo, Libra, Aquarius | 
Least compatible signs: Vir-
go, Pisces, Gemini

*I am not a professional and 
this advice should be taken with 
a heavy grain of salt ;)*

By Christian Bardell

Sudoku Puzzles: Easy (Left), Difficult (Right)

Sun Sign Horoscopes for the Month of February
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The History of Christmas

Christmas is an annual 
religious holiday celebrated 
worldwide, commemorating 
the birth of Jesus Christ. For 
two millennia, people around 
the world have been observing 
it with traditions and practic-
es with religion at their core. 
Christians celebrate Christ-
mas as the anniversary of the 
birth of Jesus of Nazareth, a 
spiritual leader. Today popular 
customs include exchanging 
gifts, decorating Christmas 
trees, attending churches, 
sharing meals with loved ones, 

and waiting for the fiction-
al character Santa Claus to 
arrive. 

Celebrating the middle of 
the winter has been a world-
wide practice for much of 
human history. Hundreds 
of years before the arrival of 
Jesus, early Europeans cele-
brated light and birth in the 
darkest days of winter. When 
the worst of the winter end-
ed, they looked forward to 
longer days with more hours 
of sunlight. The end of De-
cember was a perfect time for 
celebration in most of Europe. 
At that time of the year, most 
cattle were slaughtered so 

they would not have to be fed 
during the winter. This meant 
that this time was the only 
time of the year when people 
had a supply of fresh meat. 
In Germany, people honored 
the god Oden during the 
mid-winter holiday. Germans 
were fearful of Oden be-
cause they believed he made 
nocturnal flights through 
the sky to observe them and 
then decide who lives or dies. 
Because of this belief, many 
of them chose to stay inside 
their homes. In Rome, Ro-
mans celebrated a holiday in 
honor of Saturn. Saturnalia 
was an enjoyable time, it was 

a time where food was plen-
tiful and the normal Roman 
social order was turned upside 
down. For a month, peasants 
and slaves would rise up to 
positions with power. Slaves 
would become masters and 
peasants would be in control 
of the city. 

In the early years of Chris-
tianity, Jesus was not cele-
brated. In the fourth century, 
church officials decided to 
start celebrating the birth of 
Jesus. However, the bible does 
not mention the date of Jesus’ 
birth. Pope Julius I chose 
December 25th to be the day 
to celebrate the birth of Jesus. 

It is commonly believed that 
the church chose this specific 
date in an effort to adopt and 
absorb the traditions of the 
Saturnalia festival. In the early 
17th century, the way Christ-
mas was celebrated changed in 
Europe. When Oliver Crom-
well took over England in 
1645, he promised to rid Eu-
rope of its decadence, this led 
to the cancelation of Christ-
mas. However, when Charles 
II returned to the throne, 
the holiday also returned. 
Christmas was not officially 
celebrated in the early United 
States. That changed on June 
26, 1870, when it was declared 

By Jack Dao

“The Perfect Cookie” - 
Chocolate Chip Cookie Recipe

These perfect cookies 
take a little longer than your 
typical chocolate chip cook-
ies, but are well worth the 
extra effort. Small changes 
like using part cake flour and 
browning the butter make 
the cookies ten times bet-
ter. The brown caramelized 
butter bring a toffee nutti-
ness to the cookies. Based 
on personal preference 
you can bake these cookies 
longer for a crispy snap or 
shorter for a chewier softer 
cookie. The longer you leave 
these cookies to rest in the 
fridge, the better they end up 
tasting. You can also opt for 
milk or dark chocolate chips 
depending on preference. If 
you have the time, we high-
ly recommend making the 
extra effort to make these 
delicious cookies.

  
Ingredients (makes 18 

cookies):
• 1 cup bread flour

• ¾ cup all-purpose 
flour

• 2 teaspoons kosher 
salt, or 1½ teaspoons 
table salt

• 1 teaspoon baking 
soda

• 1 cup unsalted butter, 
2 sticks

• 2 tablespoons water, 
room temperature

• 1 cup dark brown 
sugar

• ½ cup white sugar
• 2 teaspoons vanilla 

extract
• 1 teaspoon espresso 

powder
• 1 large egg
• 1 large egg yolk
• ½ cup semi-sweet 

chocolate chips
• 5 oz dark chocolate, 

chopped

Directions:
In a medium bowl, sift 

together the flours, salt, and 
baking soda. Set aside.

In a medium saucepan, 
melt the butter over medium 
heat. 

Bring the butter to a 
boil, stirring frequently. As 
the butter begins to toast 
and brown, make sure to 
stir constantly so the butter 
browns evenly. It may be-
come quite foamy, splatter 
a bit, and be difficult to see, 
so keep a close eye on it, 
removing from heat and 
continuing to stir if it starts 
to foam over.

Once the butter has 
turned a nice nutty brown, 
pour it into a large liquid 
measuring cup to stop the 
cooking. Allow it to cool 
down for a minute or two, 
give it a stir, and add water to 
the butter to bring it back up 
to 1 cup of liquid.

Set aside to cool to room 
temperature. To help speed 
this process up, you can 
place in the fridge for 10-
15 minutes, but no longer 
because it should remain a 
liquid.

In a large bowl, add the 
sugars, vanilla, espresso 
powder, and cooled brown 
butter. Cream together with 

an electric hand mixer until 
light and fluffy, 1-2 minutes.

Add the egg and yolk and 
beat until incorporated.

Add the dry ingredients, 
about ⅓ of the mixture at a 
time, and beat between addi-
tions until just incorporated. 

Using a wooden spoon, 
fold the chocolate chips and 
chunks into the dough.

Scoop the cookies onto 
a parchment paper-lined 
baking sheet in 3-table-
spoon-sized mounds and 3 
inches apart.

For optimal flavor, cover 
and refrigerate for 1 hour or, 
even better, overnight.

Preheat the oven to 350˚F.
Bake for 12-14 minutes.
Let the cookies cool on 

the baking sheet for 2-3 
minutes before transferring 
to a cooling rack to cool 
completely.

Enjoy!

Recipe from: https://tasty.
co/recipe/tasty-101-ultimate-
brown-butter-chocolate-chip-
cookies

By Flynn Parkins and 
Fiona Cloud

Los Angeles Times

The perfect cookie
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(The Apollos continued from page 1)

originally motivated his 
students to push for a holiday 
honoring Dr. King. Interview-
ing Mr. MacArthur was “one 
of most special interviews we 
were able to do,” Ms. Dallas 

says. “It was delightful to get 
to meet him and interview 
him.” 

Despite the show’s shorter 
timeframe, Ms. Dallas is confi-
dent the show will still provide 

a strong message and a fun 
night. When asked what about 
this production she’s most ex-
cited for she responds without 
hesitation: “I'm most excited 
for the community to get to 

witness the original story that 
Oak Tech Rep members have 
created through the interviews 
and their interpretation of his-
tory.” Clearly, putting together 
this production has been a 

process full of hard work, cu-
riosity, and talent, and I can’t 
wait to go and see it. 

(Voter Registration continued from page 2)

to five classes and registered 
around 50 students while also 
helping other students check 
their registration status and 
polling locations. A total of 
100 juniors and seniors from 
government and capstone 

classes were served at Oakland 
Tech, with several hundred 
from other high schools in 
OUSD helped as well. 

While the voter registra-
tion campaign is not currently 
sponsored by the Oakland 

Unified School District, Stu-
dents from the All City Coun-
cil Delegation plan to work in 
conjunction with the district 
administration in future years, 
in order to reach a wider 
group of students across the 

district. 

To register to vote online, 
visit: https://www.vote.org/reg-
ister-to-vote/

To check your voter status 
or find a polling station, visit: 
https://voterstatus.sos.ca.gov/

as one of two teams advancing 
to the national tournament. 

To reach this point, Tech’s 
debate team has triumphed 
over a number of obstacles. 
Competitive debating is a 
demanding activity that often 
disadvantages debaters who 
are low-income and/or of 
color. Tournaments may have 
entrance fees ranging from 
$50 to hundreds of dollars, 
and certain resources, such 
as transportation, coaches, 
laptops, and hotel rooms, re-
quire money and connections. 
The purpose of urban debate 
leagues like BAUDL is to level 

the playing field for many de-
baters, including Tech’s debate 
team. By providing the nec-
essary resources, these orga-
nizations are able to promote 
accessibility and diversity 
in an academic sport that is 
already very competitive.

Since both students serve 
as officers in the club, they 
also spend significant time 
organizing and managing the 
club. Preparation is done both 
during and outside of club 
meetings, which often revolve 
around assisting rookies, 
novices, and JVs. As Megan 
describes, winning the coach’s 

vote was a testament to the 
“countless days and nights 
spent preparing, talking to 
coaches, emailing debaters 
and alumni,” and Veronica 
associates many of her un-
excused absences with her 
commitment to debate this 
year. But even though both 
students believe that “it was 
just a series of fortunate events 
where luck was a larger factor 
than [their] skills,” it cannot 
be denied that their hard work 
and commitment to debate 
has ultimately paid off. 

Throughout the year, Tech’s 
debate team will continue 

to participate in a variety 
of in-state and out-of-state 
tournaments. As the national 
championship tournament ap-
proaches, Megan and Veronica 
are committing more time and 
attention towards their debate 
preparation. Nevertheless, 
simply being able to compete 
at the UDNC is already an 
incredible achievement. Re-
gardless of what unfolds at the 
Nationals, there is no doubt 
that Tech’s debate team will 
continue to stand out at future 
tournaments and bring home 
many more trophies.

Debate is every Monday 

from 3:35 PM to 5 PM in Mr. 
Zimmerman’s classroom, room 
204. All interested individuals 
are welcome to join at any time 
during the school year, regard-
less of skill level, and they are 
holding a workshop for new de-
baters on January 27th. Snacks 
are available during meetings, 
although debaters will find free 
food and trophies at BAUDL 
tournaments. Debate can 
improve public speaking, essay 
writing, and communication 
skills; it stands out on college 
applications and opens up 
many opportunities in life. 

(Debate Team continued from page 1)

ways. This can include hand-
ing out breakfast, checking 
people in, working at the rest 
spots, and working in Sac-
ramento to help at the rally. 
Lunches are also made for the 
riders by the students from the 
Build On program. 

This year, the event is tak-

ing place on April 25, 2020. If 
you are riding a bike, with a 
little bit of training, you will 
easily be able to do the 45-
mile ride. Napolitan describes 
the event as “an exciting 
moment. People are cheering 
each other on. They feel good 
about each other and there is a 

strong feeling of teamwork.” 
There are three different 

bike routes that participants 
can choose from. The 106-
mile route and 65-mile route 
starts at Oakland Technical 
High School at 6 am while the 
45-mile route starts at Alamo 
Creek Park in Vacaville. The 

transportation fee is includ-
ed with the registration fee. 
It is open to everyone and 
there are discount prices for 
teachers and students so you 
only pay $45. For more in-
formation and to register for 
the event, you can visit them 
at their website https://ride-

forareason.weebly.com. We 
encourage you to come out 
and help raise money for your 
school and community! After 
all, as Napolitan said, “The key 
to the event is the people who 
ride.”

school board. As usual, 
board members moved to 
an upstairs room away from 
the public and broadcasted 
their meeting on TVs in the 
Great Hall. Building on the 
caroling protest at the board 
meeting, some members of 
ONFS caroled outside of 

Director James Harris and 
President Jody London’s 
homes, singing in the street 
and holding protest signs.

Oakland Not For Sale 
will continue to disrupt 
OUSD board meetings and 
pursue the recall of Pres-
ident London. They are 

also reaching out to high 
schoolers and working to 
get more students involved 
in fighting school closures. 
More information on up-
coming protests and how to 
get involved can be found at 
oaklandnotforsale.com. 

(Ride for a Reason continued from page 2)

(OUSD School Closure Protests continued from page 2)

On December 11th, protesters joined together before board members and 
sang holiday songs.

ABC7


