
    From The Dog Top 
             Principal Sheilagh Andujar 
 
Dear Oakland Tech Students, Staff and Families, 
 

    Welcome to the new school year!  Students and staff 
have returned from summer vacation refreshed and 
ready for a positive and productive school year.  Our 
mission at Tech is to cultivate  culture of high standards 
of achievement for all students. The mood at Tech is 
upbeat. Students are serious and focused on their 
education. The 2 ½ year modernization project has 
given Tech a much-needed facelift and students and 
staff are grateful for the time and money spent to up-
grade our beautiful, historic school.  
 

New Administrative Office Staff: 
    Let me introduce you to two new members in the 
administrative offices. As many of you may know, this 
past August Assistant Principal Teresa Williams was 
appointed principal of Bret Harte Middle School. We 
wish Ms. Williams the best of luck in her new position! 
Taking her place is Ms. Rhea Settles, a veteran 
educator with 21 years of secondary experience. 
Among other duties, Ms. Settles is responsible for the 
sophomore class. Also new to the administrative office 
is Ms. Jacqueline Johnson. As the counselor for 10-12 
grades, Ms. Johnson is aptly filling the shoes of Cheryl 
Streiff who returned to the East Coast to be closer to 
her family. Also, Ms. Johnson is sharing the role of 
college and scholarship advisor with Mr. Richard Fairly.  
In a separate Bulldog Bytes story you can see the list of 
13 new staff members at Tech.  We are extremely 
fortunate to have enthusiastic and committed staff join 
the Tech community. 
 

Communication: Essential for building community 
    Improving  our   communication  with  staff,   students 
 

                                                        continued on page 2 

New Byrd Sightings Have 
Hopes Soaring at Tech 
 
     His excitement is contagious. As he looks around 
his room in A6, he says he can envision trophies on 
the shelves from music competitions, racks of sheet 
music lining the walls, and an orchestra, band and 
choir that will compete successfully with the very best 
programs in the Bay Area. 
 

     If you think he’s flying too high, than you haven’t 
met David Byrd, the new Music Director at Tech. 
When talking with him about his hopes and dreams 
for the Tech music program, you can’t help thinking 
that Tech got the right person for the right job. 
 

     Mr. Byrd is music and Oakland through and 
through. He started playing clarinet as a third grader 
at Howard Elementary School here in Oakland and 
he’s been about music ever since. He’s a 1985 
graduate of Skyline High (hey, nobody’s perfect!), 
and then got his music degree from U.C. Berkeley. 
He has a band called Stratosphere 68, which plays 
music that he describes as, “like Pink Floyd meets 
Hendrix,” with a laugh.  He used to play with current 
Tech math teacher David Laub in another band. 
 

    Last year he was a student teacher at Ygnacio 
Valley High School through the tunnel and figured he 
would find  a  full-time teaching job in  that area.  That  
is,  until  he saw  the Tech  Music  Director  job listing 
on Craigs list.  “I said ‘Wow – Oakland, Music 
Director at Tech, that job is mine.’” 
                                                            continued on page 3    
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 David Byrd, Tech’s new Music Director, says he has    
“big dreams” for Tech’s expanding music program. 
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World Languages Department 
Adds Mandarin to its Program 
 

     At Oakland Tech we are fortunate to have an 
administration that respects world languages and 
diversity as evidenced by the addition of Mandarin to 
our department!  Welcome aboard Mr. Kiang!!  
 

     Our department is now nine members strong:  Sra. 
Bojorques - Spanish 1 and 2; Sra. Brantley – Spanish 
1; Sra. Dargahi -  Spanish 2 and 3; Mme. Kuchera – 
French 1, 2, 3; Sra. Lopez – Spanish 1 and Spanish 
for Spanish Speakers; Sra. Ruggeiro – Spanish 1; 
Sra. Silkiss, Spanish 4 and 5; Dra. Snyder – Spanish 
2, and 3; and Mr. Kiang – Mandarin. 
 

     You may address any concerns that you have 
about our department to our Department Chairperson, 
Sra. Dargahi (897-3050 X 329.)  She is available 
between 11:45 and 12:15 daily during her conference 
period. 
 

     Sra Dargahi and Dra. Snyder recently received two 
Marcus Foster New Notions Grants for the use of 
music in the classroom.  Sra. Bojorquez has been 
attending weekly  “East Bay Foreign Language 
Program” Saturday Inservice Training for a number of 
years. Sras. Bojorquez, Dargahi, Lopez and Snyder 
were trained at U.C. Santa Barbara in Immersion 
Teaching Techniques and this past summer Sras. 
Dargahi, Lopez, Snyder, Ruggeiro and Mme Kuchera, 
were trained in TPRS (Teaching Proficiency through 
Reading and Storytelling).  
   

     We are very proud of the work that we have been 
doing to strengthen what happens in our classrooms 
in order to better teach your children. 
                                                              - Sra Dargahi 

 

  

 

Heard that teacher Jonas Zuckerman got 
    married this past summer. Congratulations JZ !! 

 

   Homeward Bound: Leon Powe, former Bulldog All-
American basketball player and Cal star, recently signed 
a contract with the Boston Celtics. Don’t forget Leon will 
be coming to Oakland on December 29 th to play against 
the Warriors! Also, Joshua Johnson, former Bulldog 
quarterback currently starring for the University of San 
Diego, will play at U.C. Davis on November 25 th  It would 
be nice to see Techites at these games to support Leon 
and Josh. 
 

   Former Tech Vice-Principal Theresa Williams got her wish 
to be a school principal when she received the principal 
position at Bret Harte Middle School here in Oakland.  The 
early word is that parents and students love her at Bret 
Harte. No surprise. Congrats Ms. Williams.  
 

   Tech teacher and track coach Wayne Brooks, a 1965 
Bulldog alumnus, will participate in Laney College’s 
1966 J.C. national champion football team’s reunion this 
season.  Brooks was a flanker on the Laney team that 
beat City College of San Francisco and its All-American 
running back O.J. Simpson for the national J.C. title. 
   
     Heard that the Tech baseball team will again be selling 
Christmas trees to raise funds for the J.V. and Varsity 
programs. The teams really need the $$ so parents, 
teachers and staff, let’s really give our ball players a dog-
gone big response this year!!!!  The trees last year were 
great and you can pick them up right here on campus too! 
 

      A special thanks to Tech parent Terry Boggs-Moura 
for volunteering two years in a row in the textbook room 
during distribution. She shows up every morning and 
works extremely hard.   
    
     Tech alumnus Rickey Henderson got a baseball field 
named after him recently in east Oakland.  Next stop for 
Rickey will be the baseball Hall of Fame. 
    
    Another Tech alumnus Ron Dellums, class of 1954, is 
Oakland’s new top dog . . . er, make that mayor elect.  
He takes office on January 1, 2007.  Rumor has it that 
Ron will wear Tech colors at his swearing–in ceremony.   
 

   The Techniclinic has a new director.  His name is Mario 
Balcita. Stop by the clinic here on campus and give him a 
proper Tech welcome. 

     
   How about a big whoof of recognition to Principal 
Sheilagh Andujar and Vice-Principal Staci  Morrison for 
their incredible commitment to the Tech modernization 
project - no easy task on top of all their other duties.  
Way to go!! 
 

     Welcome to our new Vice-Principal Ms. Rhea Settles. In 
addition to her many skills, she has great hair! 

 
This column is a composite of things seen and heard by many 
roaming around the Tech campus.  Please submit interesting 
tidbits to the Bulldog Bytes box in the office. 
 

On the Prowl 
 

                

Top Dog . . . . continued from page 1 
 

families and the Tech community is a goal that we 
strive to achieve. Tech is a busy place and we know 
that providing timely information is critical to student 
success. There is a separate weekly bulletin 
designed just for students. The weekly bulletin is 
posted in the main hallway, in classrooms and on the 
Oakland Tech website (www.OaklandTech.com) and 
on the OaklandTechPTSAyahoo group).  Additionally, 
on the OUSD website (www.ousd.k12.ca.us) there is 
now a student link where one can find the Student 
Success Guide, and information on CAHSEE, SAT 
Prep classes, Health and Well-being, Homework 
Assistance, Athletics and Jobs/Internships. Lastly, we 
mail many important pieces of information home using 
the address provided to us at registration. If you have 
changed your address during the school year, please 
notify the attendance office right away.  I welcome 
your feedback on how we are doing to improve 
communication at Tech. Please give me a call at 879-
3050or email me: sheilagh.andujar@ousd.k12.ca.us 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Students . . . . 
 

Opera Piccola Offers  
 After-School Programs 
 

     Opera Piccola, Tech’s partner arts organization, is 
presenting two exciting arts programs this semester, 
from September 19th through January 26th, taught by 
two very talented teachers.  
 

     Starting on September 19th, Opera Piccola offers 
a Visual Art & Design  class where you can earn a 
stipend or community service hours for a service 
project. This class is taught by Caleb Duarte, Artist in 
Residence. The class meets in the Staff Cafeteria 
from 3:45 to 5:15 p.m. on Tuesdays. 
 

     And if you’re interested in the Recording Arts , 
every Wednesday, starting September 20th, you can 
learn skills in recording, music, and sound design.  
You can also earn a stipend or earn community 
service hours for a service project.  This class is 
taught by Eric Fraser, Artist in Residence, in the Staff 
Cafeteria, from 3:45 to 5:15 p.m. on Wednesdays. 
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       Key  Contacts 
 

Modernization Committee:  Contact Daniel Brekke 
at  trinbrekke@california.com 

 

Sports Booster Club:  Contact Patrick Guillemot at 
pguillemot@agere.com 

 

Performing Arts Committee:  Katrina Brekke-Miesner 
at brekmies@california.com 

 

School Site Council:  Contact Rollie Katz at 
rkatz@peu1.org 

 

Communications Committee: Contact Kerry Hamill 
at khamill@bart.com 

 

Parent Patrol:  Contact Paul Brekke-Miesner at 
brekmies@california.com 

 

PTSA:  Contact Micki Callahan at 
swimdogz@pacbell.com 

 

English Learners Advisory Committee: Contact  
Tobi Page at tobi.page@ousd.k12.ca.us 

 

Tech e-mail tree:  Contact Chris Vernon at 
vernfami@pacbell.net 
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    While the end of modernization 
is clearly within sight, predictions of project 
completion by the January may be premature as 
there is still a long list of items to be completed. 
 

     On the positive side, the library is nearly finished, 
with only the wiring for computer internet access to 
be completed.  A new ceiling, new lighting, carpet 
and paint have made the library a very desirable 
destination for students. The wheelchair ramp in 
front of school is completed and the landscaping 
installed.  And the new lighting in the girl’s 
gymnasium is great!!   
 

      But like any construction project of this 
magnitude, the devil is in the detail.  Parents and 
staff are growing increasingly frustrated as many 
classrooms are still without phones, clocks and keys, 
and there is still wiring to be completed. These are 
things that were supposed to be completed by the 
beginning of school. Re-painting of windows on the 
north side of campus is currently underway, the 
result of a paint-peeling problem during Phase I and 
2 of modernization.  Also on the list of unfinished 
business are such items as patching holes in walls, 
painting trim around doors, chipped surfaces on 
stairs, mold on some ceiling tiles, data lines and 
peeling paint on some interior surfaces of the school. 
These items were supposed to be completed by the 
beginning of school. 
 

           The Tech community recently got good news 
from the school district when it was informed that 
funding might be available to repaint the Boy’s Gym 
to conform to the rest of the newly painted Tech. 
 

New Litter of Teachers 
     As you walk the halls of Tech, you will see new 
faces smiling at you – thirteen in fact.  Please join in 
giving our new staff a warm welcome!! 
 

☯☯☯☯ Ike Allen :  Special Education 
 

☯☯☯☯ Jessa Berkner :  Theatre 
 

☯☯☯☯ David Byrd :  Music 
 

☯☯☯☯ Dawn Chaartslaa :  English 
 
 

☯☯☯☯ Tara Connelly :  English 
 

☯☯☯☯ Patrick Friedman : Social Studies 
 

☯☯☯☯ Gabriella Freitas :  Dance 
 

☯☯☯☯ Leslie Garner :  BUILD 
 

☯☯☯☯ Jacqueline Johnson :  Counselor 
 

☯☯☯☯ Yong Kim :  English 
 

☯☯☯☯ Mary Kingston :  English 
 

☯☯☯☯ John Larkin :  Social Studies 
 

☯☯☯☯ Rhea Settles :  Assistant Principal 
 

 

Byrd Sightings . . . . . continued from page 1 
 

     This first year, Byrd acknowledges, will be a 
challenge as he begins the process of building the 
program.  Tech will have a band, choir, guitar and 
piano lessons this school year. Within the next two 
years, Mr. Byrd envisions an orchestra, in addition to 
a band, choir and the other musical offerings such as 
guitar, piano lessons and a strings class.  His goal is 
to build a Tech music program that will compete with 
the successful programs at Berkeley and Skyline 
high schools within the next few years.   
 

New Theatre and Dance  
Programs also going strong  
 

     Music is not the only area of performing arts that 
is blasting off at Tech.  Two new exciting teachers 
have been hired to build the Theatre and Dance 
programs at Tech and their excitement is becoming 
contagious to students and parents. 
 

     Jessa Berkner , Tech’s new Theatre teacher and 
Performing Arts Coordinator, says she’s excited to 
begin a true performing arts training program at 
Tech.  Currently the  students  in her  theatre   class 
are  working  on  creating a piece 
they will write and perform for the 
Day of the Dead performance on 
November 2nd at Tech and then a 
Winter Assembly on Dec.14th. Ms. 
Berkner says she will  focus on  a 
process  of  training  that  focuses 
less on  theory  and more  on  the       
creation of the arts.   Ms. Berkner  
has also developed a relationship with ACT in San 
Francisco which has resulted in Tech being named 
an Art Reach school which will provide free tickets to 
ACT performances for Tech theatre students and 
workshops by ACT actors at Tech.  She’s also now 
looking for theatrical, sound and lighting equipment 
as well as parent power for the performing arts 
workday on Saturday, October 21, from 9 am-12 pm. 
                          
     Gabriella Freitas , or “Ms. G” as she’s called by 
her students, was born and raised in Oakland and 
has been dancing since she was 3 years old.  Her 
dance   classes   this  year  will   cover   ballet,  jazz,  
hip hop,  modern,  African  and  
composition.  At  the University 
of the Arts in Philadelphia,  she   
majored   in   dance  education. 
“It’s  awesome  to  bring  dance 
here (to Tech). I wanted to be a 
dance teacher  back where my 
home is,” she  says.   “I will take      Gabriela Freitas 
my students where they’re at –  
hip hop - and expand from there.  I will always try to 
relate everything I teach to their lives.” 

 

 

January end to 
Modernization 


