
We are very lucky that Tech has so many 
highly dedicated staff members. Many 
go way beyond the call of duty to give 
our children the best possible education, 
the safest possible environment, and the 
broadest opportunities to succeed. Ms. 
Teresa Williams, Assistant Principal on 
Tech’s Upper Campus, has been giving her 
all to Oakland public schools for 37 years 
and at Tech, as at all the other schools she 
has worked at, she is doing her utmost to 
strengthen the school and support the students. The motto she 
has chosen as her inspiration at each of the six schools she has 
worked at is: “A Great Place to Learn.” One of the reasons Tech is 
such a great place to learn is Ms. Williams herself.

Ms. Williams’ ingrained drive to work hard at the task at hand 
dates back to her childhood in a small farming community in 
the Central Valley. She earned a BA in Physical Education from 

CSU, San Francisco. For the next 17 years, Ms. Williams taught 
PE and coached track, basketball, and volleyball at two Oakland 
junior high schools, before serving as Assistant Principal (AP) at 
three. In 2001, a month before 9/11, then OUSD Superintendent 
(and former Tech Principal) Dennis Chaconas sent Ms. Williams 
to “clean up Tech.” The problems at Tech were deep: chronic 
tardiness, too many students not having enough credits to 
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Intergenerational Revue Highlights 
Decades of Talent at Tech! 
Talent Showcase featuring “Technites” 
from 1940s to present on Feb. 8 at 2:00PM

What’s Up on the Upper Campus
In this column, we feature a person or 

program on Tech’s Upper Campus

Ms. Teresa Williams Gives Her All to 
Tech’s Upper Campus

Oakland Technical High School
Parent Teacher Student Association

Principal Staci Ross-Morrison
Office (510) 450-5400
Fax (510) 450-5428

4351 Broadway   Oakland, CA 94611 www.OaklandTech.com

All are invited to a truly unique event– an intergenerational 
performance by remarkably talented Oakland Tech students, 
past and present, ages 
90 to 15, to celebrate 
our school’s centennial 
year! An old-fashioned 
revue featuring song, 
dance, music and 
drama, the “Technites 
Past and Present 
Talent Showcase” has 

something for every-
one! Marv Tripp, 
class of 1943, former 
club performer and 
bandleader, will sing. 
Estelle Jung Kelley, 

Class of 1949, former singer and dancer 

Estelle Jung Kelley 
today

Bulldog Families, I am pleased that 
Martel Price has agreed to move into 
our Teacher on Special Assignment 
position. Mr. Price will continue to 
teach his AP class, but the majority of 
the day, he will perform administra-
tive duties. Mr. Davyd Morris has been 
hired to teach social studies, in Mr. 

Price’s absence. Please welcome both to their new positions.  
 
One of Oakland Tech’s “Big Rocks” or goals for the year, is to con-
tinue to work on our community’s culture. Our focus has been at-
tendance. Tech’s administration has introduced a new Tardy Pol-

icy for students. Our goal is to have all students in every class on 

working together to help students realize the importance of be-
ing in class on time. The new policy goes into effect on Monday, 

 
Our Career Expo is January 29th. Professionals are invited to 
come to campus to share their profession, words of wisdom, and 
experiences with students. We have invited professionals from a 
wide array of industries, focusing on those that have internships 
or summer employment opportunities for students. The Career 
Expo will be in the Girls Gym from 1:00 to 3:30. 
 
The storm day that was called in November, when school was 
closed due to the rain, has to be made up. Students now have 

From the Top Dog
Principal Staci Morrison

continued on  page 2

Marv Tripp singing 
the national anthem 
at a 1978 Giants 
game in Candlestick 
Park

Marv Tripp 1943

Estelle Jung Kelley, 
class of 1949, as a 
nightclub performer at 
the Forbidden City in 
San Francisco
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Oakland Tech Girls Volleyball
By Paul Woodland, Parent of a Volleyball Player

Talent Showcase continued from  page 1

at the famed Forbidden City nightclub in San Francisco’s 
Chinatown and later director and choreographer of her own 

dance troupe, will 
dance. Michael 
Grbich, Class of 
1950, who tap-
danced across 
the Golden Gate 
Bridge a few years 
ago, will tap dance. 

Omar Shabazz, 
Class of 1989, 

former ballet 
dancer with the 
Oakland Ballet, 
will perform 
a piece he 
choreographed 
with current 
Tech student 
Deon Oddone, 
Class of 2015, 
his pupil at 
Oakland Ballet School. 

Tech’s acrobatics club will spin and twirl, its dance class will 
dance to Afro-Haitian drumming, and its Poly(nesian) Club 
will dance to island rhythms. Among the current Technite 
performers are pianist Omar Abdul-Rahim, cellist Akiro Duey, 
and bass baritone singer Edward Nunoo. The showcase also 
features two music groups of Tech students– members of 
Tech’s jazz band and an alternate rock band called The Empty 
Minded. And there’s more too– a scene from the original 
“verbatim” play 99 Years about Oakland Tech created by 
Tech’s drama students based on their interviews with alumni. 
The play was a huge hit 2 years ago and we are lucky to get a 
chance to see part of it again! The entire showcase is a vivid 
display of the talent and passion that Tech has nurtured in its 
students for a century. You won’t want to miss it!

The Technites Past and Present Talent Showcase is a fundraiser 
for Tech’s after school peer tutoring program, Boost, which 
was started twenty years ago by alumni from the 1950s who 
wanted to mark their 40th reunion by helping their school. 
Those alumni are turning over sponsorship of the program to 
the Tech Parent Emeritus Club, a group of parents of recent 
Tech graduates who want to continue to support the school. 

The talent showcase is from 2-4 pm, Sunday, February 8th 
in the auditorium (entrance from 42nd Street). Tickets will 
be available the day of the show ($10/adult, $5/student), 
the day before in the auditorium lobby, or online via Brown 
Paper Tickets (800-838-3006) 
(http://technitesshowcase.brownpapertickets.com/). 
Questions: TechnitesShowcase@gmail.com.

See you there!

Omar Shabazz 1989

Michael Grbich 1950

Helena Moss-Jack, the Heart and Soul 
of Tech’s Music Program
Google Helena Moss-Jack and you will 
learn many interesting things that she is 
too modest to tell you: that she is one of 

2013 book American Teacher: Heroes in the 

Classroom by Katrina Fried; that she was 
featured in a KQED special called “Mas-
ter Teachers” in 2003; that she played and 
traveled with distinguished jazz artists 
like Nancy Wilson and Eddie Fisher. What 
she will tell you is that she loves teaching 
music and she loves the kids at Tech! She 
brings to the task of teaching music and running Tech’s music 
program many years of performing as a professional trumpet 
player (her dad played trumpet too!) and many years of teach-
ing kids music. We are very lucky, emphasis on VERY, to have 
Ms. Jack at Tech!

Raised in Guam (the largest 
of the Mariana Islands in 

and an unincorporated US 
territory), Ms. Jack came to 
the continental US at age 
12 when her family settled 
in San Francisco. She is the 
product of San Francisco 
public schools and CSU, 

East Bay. Ms. Jack says she started teaching “by accident. I was 
home from touring and hanging out with a musician friend 
who was a teacher. It took a while and there were a lot of inter-
ruptions, but I got a strong feeling that I should be in the class-
room.” She had always volunteered in schools between tours, 
but in 1996, she completed her credential in secondary school 
music education and began the next professional stage of her 
life: music teacher in OUSD schools. 

Noting that Oakland is a very challenging place to teach, Ms. 
Jack is quick to point out that she loves the “spectrum of life” 
here and she embraces wholeheartedly all the kids, from their 

eager to share her passion for the “universal language” of mu-
sic with each of them. Before coming to Tech, Ms. Jack taught 
at Cole Elementary School, Elmhurst Community Prep and Alli-
ance Academy (both middle schools), and East Oakland School 
of the Arts (a high 
school). Last year, the 
2013-14 school year, 
Ms. Jack was, in her 
words, “split into three 
parts,” teaching part 
time at Tech, Elmhurst, 
and Alliance. Three 
schools proved to be two too many so this year, Ms. Jack is a 
full-time teacher at Tech and loves working with high school 
students after all those years in elementary and middle schools. 
She says that she loves kids at all ages, but notes, “Here at this 
level and at this stage, it is nice to have an older group of kids 
and to be around kids that have a seriousness about their 

Helena Moss-Jack

continued on  page 5

Omar Shabazz dancing 
at Oakland Ballet

Michael Grbich tap 
dancing across the 
Golden Gate Bridge a 
few years ago

The Advanced Jazz Band during Tech’s 
Winter Concert

The Orchestra and Jazz Bands during Tech’s 
Winter Concert
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For the second year in a row, we have exceeded our goals for the 
Annual Fund Drive, which means we are able to provide more sup-
port that we anticipated. This is a very good thing, since the needs 
of the school always seem to outstrip the budgets they are given. 
In spite of some positive funding changes in the state budget and 
a new superintendent who is very hands-on, budgets continue to 
change, and next year at Tech this means fewer adults on campus 
to support our kids.

We are now starting our second major fundraising effort at Tech, 
the auction in March. This exciting event brings out the best in our 
community, which cares about our kids and wants to help them. 
Each year, a heroic crop of parents pulls together like professionals 
and brings in yet another wave of support.

Fortunately, Tech’s excellent programs and diverse community in-
spire people to be generous. However, in my time serving on the 
PTSA board, I have made the surprising discovery that spending 

spending money, and it needs care and attention to get through 
the proper channels to where it is intended to go. It needs constant 
watching and balancing. It needs communication and strategy. 
This is the job of the PTSA, especially committee chairs, fund man-
agers, and the executive committee. There are three jobs related 

time-consuming. Our dear friend Stephen Brown, 
who passed away in December, attended to both of 
these in the past three years. As a sophomore par-
ent, he learned the ropes of being Treasurer. As a 
senior parent, he switched to creating a stronger 
job description for our much-needed Development 
Chair. Talk about a “pillar” of our community! He 
also volunteered every week to help technology 

run smoothly at school, and things are not the same without him.

Stephen always helped us keep our perspective, and we relied on 

interest of the community. In his honor, a memorial fund has been 
created (appropriately and/or ironically, a pot of money that will 
be steered in the right direction). For the 
“100 Years/88 Keys” concert on Jan. 17, we 
created a special vintage of “school-safe 
champagne” to commemorate the out-
pouring of his generosity and the gener-
osity of this community. 

If you have a can-do spirit and care about the continued success of 
Tech, we encourage you to become involved in your student’s pro-
gram or academy. We especially need parent leaders in the Special 
Ed, Arts, and Computer Academy to come together and learn how to 

are so incredibly grateful to have Lesli Van Moon doing a wonderful 
job as our current Treasurer, and she is staying on for another year. 

However, there are 8 slots 
open on the board for 
smart and capable par-
ents that can help shape 
the future of the school!

There will be a call for 
nominations in the next 
month or so. Rising 
tenth-grade parents are 

From PTSA President, Kristen Caven

Hello Oakland Tech Community,

As I am sure you are all aware, Tech continues to be very busy!

On December 20th, Oakland Tech Leadership and Family First Or-
ganization hosted a “Santa’s Workshop.” Young children were able 
to meet Santa Claus, build gingerbread houses and Christmas tree 
ornaments, and take LOTS of pictures with the elves. Thank you to 
everyone who donated Christmas gifts; I have never seen so many 
smiles on 3-9 year old faces!

On January 9th, Tech hosted Winter Ball. Our theme was (naturally) 
-

ings of Olaf, the castle and Elsa. I met one student at the end who 
completely ruined his dress shoes from dancing so hard!

Our next big event we are planning will occur on January 16th. 
Oakland Tech will be hosting a “Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Assem-
bly.” Students have worked very hard in preparation for this event. 
Doctor Martin Luther King Jr.’s famous “I have a Dream” speech will 
be performed in addition to an assortment of songs, dance pieces 
by Ms. Travick’s class, and a poem by Maya Angelou. 

Congratulations to all the seniors who submitted their college 

If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to ask!

Warmest,
Isabel Vaughan Brekke, ASB President

From ASB President, Isabel Vaughan Brekke

Steve Brown

OAKLAND TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL
Parent Emeritus Club announces

Sunday
Feb. 8, 2015

2pm

* Proceeds support Boost, The Peer Tutoring Program

Excerpts from the original play 99 Years: a verbatim history of Oakland Tech created in 
2013 by OakTechRep drama students who interviewed teachers, alumni, and staff, and 
used their words to tell the story of the school over the years.

Band Leader & Singer Marv Tripp, Class of 1943
Night Club Performer Estelle Jung Kelley, Class of 1949

Ballet Dancer Omar Shabazz, Class of 1989Tap Dancer Michael Grbich, Class of 1950 
Plus performances by current Tech students and staff!

Tickets
$10 for Adults
$5 for Students

Tickets available at Brown Paper Tickets (search Technites or call 800-838-3006) or at the door.
For group tickets or to help promote the show please contact us at TechnitesShowcase@gmail.com.

Oakland Tech Auditorium 42nd & Broadway

who inspires you, or nominate yourself if you are a load-shoulderer, 
connection-maker, or problem-solver with a positive attitude and 

a half feet tall, after all)—but there are many caring parents out 
there, with big proverbial feet!
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graduate, infrastructure disrepair, ineffective teachers, and a 

took on was dealing with the large number students who 
weren’t accumulating credits towards graduation. (Some 
17-year-olds had accumulated only 50 credits of the 230 
required to graduate.) By Oct., she and another AP had removed 
230 students, sending them to their neighborhood school, 
a continuation school, an adult school, or Job Corps. Once 
students saw that kids were actually being reassigned to other 
schools, they didn’t want to get on Ms. Williams’ “list” and that 
was the beginning of a steady turnaround at Tech. 

Then, as often happens in the middle of routine life, something 

year, the very week that Hurricane Katrina hit New Orleans, 
Ms. Williams was diagnosed with breast cancer. Through 
eight rounds of chemotherapy and six weeks of radiation, 
Ms. Williams barely missed a full day of work, taking time off 
only to recuperate after her surgery. When her hair fell out, her 
students, many of whom called her “Auntie,” told her that she 
looked beautiful and that they were praying for her. A Tech 
parent took her to almost all of her chemo appointments. Of 
that time, Ms. Williams said, “The best thing I could have done 
during that hard time was stay working!” That June, graduation 

and triumphant ending to a hard year.

During the year of her illness, Ms. Williams realized that one of 
the things she still wanted to do was be a principal and she got 
her chance the next year when she was offered the position at 
Bret Harte Middle School. During her 5 years at Bret Harte, Ms. 
Williams gave her all to moving the school in a positive direction. 
She instituted school uniforms, scouring thrift shops and sales, 
accepting church donations, and spending her own money to 
accumulate enough uniforms (khaki on the bottom, white or navy 
on the top) for every child. Uniforms had a calming effect on the 
school and she was able to make changes in school policies as well.  

While she felt proud of her work at Bret Harte, when an opening 
for an AP came up at Tech in 2011, she jumped at the chance 
to come back and brought with her many of the policies she 
had used successfully at Bret Harte including the discipline 
policy. She and another AP started the “house system” for 
all 9th graders that year and the following year, oversaw the 
broadening of English 1/California Studies and 9th grade biology 
to include all 9th graders. Last year when Ms. Morrison, who 
had been the AP on Tech’s Upper Campus (formerly Far West 
High School) became Tech’s principal, Ms. Williams became the 
Upper Campus (UC) AP. Inspired by her motto, Ms. Williams has 
thrown herself into making the UC “a great place to learn.” While 
she has overseen some physical changes on the UC (signage, 
landscaping, and replacing tables with desks), she has mainly 
focused on strengthening the UC’s academics by instituting HP 
English and chemistry classes as well as classes taught by Merritt 
College teachers for Merritt College credit. Her next goal is for the 
fashion classes offered through FADA to count towards the A-G 
requirements. (Currently only the art classes do.) Ms. Williams is 
very proud of the level of student engagement on the UC, noting 
that when you walk around the campus, “You hear students in 
discussions. The learning is very peer centered, which is in line 
with Common Core.” There are 10 teachers on the UC and 334 
students a day taking at least one class there. 

Oakland Tech’s Ice Hockey Team
by Becky Austin
After two months of practicing 
at the break of dawn, the Oak-
land Tech ice hockey team had 
an explosive start to the season 

almost unbelievable transfor-
mation from last year’s winless 
season. Traveling between the 
San Jose and Oakland rinks for games on weekends and taking 
advantage of all the ice time they can get, the 22 skaters are en-
ergetic, loud, and dedicated to their sport. With the exception of 
a few talented travel team players, the Tech team is homegrown. 

-
men or sophomores, but you wouldn’t know it if you watched 
them skate Russian circles at top speed to warm up for practice. 

The hockey team is coed and plays in the High School Junior 
Varsity League, competing against teams from around the Bay 
under the direction of coaches Colin Thompson, Rory Mushlin, 
Allen Lee (a former OT hockey player) and James Austin and 
General Manager Lynne Hosley. 

Oakland Tech is unique in that it is one of the only high schools– 

that has a hockey team. Tech’s program was started six years ago 
by former PE teacher Kelley Haskins who secured grants from 
the Bay Area Sports Hall of Fame, the NHL Players Association, 

NHL, Willie O’Ree, donated the team’s warm up jackets. Since its 
founding, the team has been coached by volunteers from the lo-
cal hockey community. Sharks Ice Oakland generously provides 
ice time free of charge. All of this makes it possible for Oakland 

costly. Anyone can come to a public skate at the Oakland rink to 
try hockey out and can sign up to join the team as long as they 
register with USA Hockey. Practices start in September and pre-
season games start in October. The season runs through March. 
The team has a plethora of gear available for new players.

Come cheer on the Oakland Tech ice hockey team at the next 
home game on Saturday, January 25 at 8:45pm at Oakland Ice!

Ms. Teresa William continued from page  1 One of the greatest challenges Ms. Williams faces is the ongoing 
effort to have the two campuses feel like one school. Going 
back and forth is hard for the students and it is extra hard when 
assemblies are planned or policies implemented that don’t 
take them into consideration. For example, on assembly days, 
it would be easier for the UC students to always be assigned to 
the B assembly, but this doesn’t necessarily happen, resulting 
in their missing school assemblies at times. There is work to be 
done, for sure, but Ms. Williams seems ready and willing to take 
it on. She ended our interview by saying, “I am very proud of 
my 37 years in OUSD, but I am more proud of the fact that I 
have given more than 100% of my efforts each and every year 
for the students of OUSD.” Thank you, Ms. Williams, for your 
tireless devotion to our students and for all that you do to make 
Oakland Tech a great place to learn!
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education. We have conversations, real conversations, about 
all kinds of things– music, the struggles of growing up, girl-
friends, whatever. I feel good that I am a person they can talk 

and commented on the great teachers and staff at Tech who 
are “sincerely dedicated to excellence and a higher standard.” 
When asked whether she still performs herself, she said, “I put 
all my time into the kids. I am too tired to have my own perform-
ing career!”

While happy with her students and coworkers at Tech, Ms. Jack 
said there were some big “shocks” too when she came here. “I 
was shocked at the condition of our chairs! I kept thinking that 
the music chairs must be stored somewhere, but then I real-
ized that the broken, folding metal chairs are the music chairs. 
It’s pretty shocking that we don’t have proper chairs for mu-
sic classes. The middle schools have them!” Noting that music 
chairs are designed to support musicians properly, she said that 
folding chairs are just unheard of in most schools. Tech often 
hosts district-wide music festivals, and it is hard to offer guests 
from other schools broken-down chairs. (Proper chairs cost 
about $100 each. Anyone out there reading this interested in 
helping out? Contact Ms. Jack at: hjackmusic@aol.com).

Another challenge Ms. Jack faces here is the way the schedule 
and the academy structure preclude a lot of very talented kids, 
who come in with great music training from their elementary 
and middle schools, from participating in Tech’s music program. 
Even when they manage to take a music class in 9th grade, by 
10th grade, there is no room in their schedule and they have 
to drop music. Ms. Jack noted, “Every kid I had last year, I don’t 
have this year!” This year there are just 67 kids enrolled in Tech’s 
music classes, which include: two periods of jazz band, orches-
tra, piano, and guitar. Beginners are welcome in the guitar and 
piano classes, but students in the jazz bands and orchestra 
come in able to read music and play an instrument. 

Putting in many after school hours, Ms. Jack’s “days” can last 
until 8:00 PM! Some students need extra instruction, but many 
come after school because they can’t take classes during the 
school day. She would love for those kids, so ready to put in 
the time and effort, to somehow get credit for it. (Ms. Jack has 
received compensation for a limited amount of her after school 
hours through PTSA Maxi Grants.) Ms. Jack noted, “All teachers 
work beyond the hours. You can’t be successful in six hours a 
day. If you are a good teacher, you put in the time. We all know 
that. You just do it. But there should be some level of recogni-
tion. There is a gap in understanding what we do!” Ms. Jack, in 
fact, does more than just teach music. Last year when the jazz 
band played at the Oakland Jazz Festival at CSU, East Bay (open-
ing for Chaka Khan!!), Ms. Jack made sure they had a tour of the 
campus and when they go to the New Generation Jazz Festival 
at CSU, Monterey in March, she will made sure they have a cam-
pus tour there too because she wants to give them as much 
exposure as she can to opportunities after high school. 
But even with all the extra hours, the weekend and afternoon 
concerts, lugging around the equipment, and dealing with bro-
ken chairs, Ms. Jack’s parting comment was “ It is a lot of work, 
but I love it!” 

Helena Moss-Jack continued from page 2 Let’s support Ms. Jack and the dedicated and talented kids she 
nurtures every day by coming out to here them play. On Feb. 
5, they will be performing in the Jazz Festival at Skyline High 
School and on March 17, Tech’s advanced jazz band will per-
form with the Oakland East Side All Stars (primarily Tech kids) 
at Yoshi’s.

Stay informed! Are you receiving the online Bullhorn?  
Go to: http://oaklandtech.com/staff/otptsa/the-bullhorn/
Are you signed up for the PTSA Yahoo Group? Oak-
landTechPTSA-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

Come to at least one monthly PTSA meeting this year: 
generally, the 2nd Monday evening of each month, 7-9 PM, 
in the school library. Upcoming dates: 2/9 and 3/9. Come 
learn about programs and issues at our school and hear a 
monthly update from our principal and from the student 
leadership of the school.

Eat Out For Tech

Hawker Fare, THE DOCK and Commis between Jan. 25 and 

31, 2015. Chef/restaurateur James Syhabout will donate 
a percentage of sales from his restaurants to Tech. Many 
thanks to Chef Syhabout, a graduate of Oakland Tech, for 
his support of public education. Make your reservations 

auditorium, including an updated set of microphones. 

Performing Arts Microphone Drive
We have started a fund drive for upgraded microphones 
that will allow TechRep to consider a broader range of  ma-
terial, including musicals, and enhance pre-professional 
training for both actors and techies. We are working toward 
raising $16,000 for a set of body microphones that will al-
low performers to be heard throughout our large auditori-
um. We are pleased to announce an anonymous matching 
gift of up to $4,000 for individual donations of any amount 
has been extended to February 28, 2015. To donate: send a 
check made out to the Oakland Tech PTSA, Oakland Tech-
nical High School, 4351 Broadway, Oakland, CA 94611 with 
the notation “microphones.” For any questions, contact 
Carol Delton by email or at (510) 658-9091. THANK YOU! 

Centennial Community Book
Get your Oakland Tech Centennial Book while supplies 
last! The book is a 200-page sweep through Tech’s 100-year 

Scribe newspapers and 
Talisman yearbooks, and more. $40 by cash, check or credit 
card. Books will be sold at the Feb. 8 (2:00-4:00) Technites 
Talent Showcase. Information may be found on the Cen-
tennial book web page, here:
http://oaklandtech.com/staff/centennial/order-centen-
nial-book/. All proceeds from book sales go to the new 
school initiative to provide Tech students with information 
about career pathways.  

PTSA Reminders and Updates
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Ride for a Reason: Join our 7th Annual 
Bike Ride to the Capitol to Support
Public Education!      By Mike Napolitano
You can help raise essential funds for Oakland schools! Last year, 
250 students, teachers, parents and community members ped-
aled to Sacramento to draw attention to the crisis in funding 
for public education. After years of watching our state disinvest 
in public education, we 
must demonstrate to 
Sacramento that Prop 
30 is only the begin-
ning, and make clear 
that more funding and 
support are required. 
Prop 30 will help, but it 
won’t dig us out of the 
very deep hole we’re in. 
We once had the best schools in the nation. Working together, 
we can restore public education in California!

HELP US REGISTER 250 RIDERS AND RAISE $100,000! Every dol-
lar raised is shared equally among Claremont Middle, Edna 
Brewer Middle, Emerson Elementary, Oakland International 
High School, Oakland Technical High, and Westlake Middle 
School. We encourage all riders to raise at least $250 in pledges 
to help us meet our fundraising goal! 

JOIN US FOR FULLY SUPPORTED 45- AND 109-MILE RIDES, OR 
MAKE A PLEDGE FOR EDUCATION! 

Every pledge and rider makes a 
difference! Our 109-mile ride is or-
ganized like a traditional century 
ride. You check in, get your map, 
and start the ride. Our 45-mile ride 
is perfect for novice riders, fami-
lies, and kids. Our experienced 
ride leaders support and encour-
age this group every mile of the 
way to the State Capitol. We pro-
vide support vehicles, rest stops, 
a great lunch, transportation to 
the starting point in Vacaville, and 

then home from Sacramento. 

To register, donate, or volunteer, please go to: 
http://www.rideforareason.dojiggy.com 

A Bit of Tech History By Sierra Warrick, Class of 2014 

Did You Know the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Holiday Started at Tech?

Every year on the third Monday of January, schools and busi-
nesses all across the United States close in commemoration 

of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Incredibly, we owe our rec-
ognition of the holiday to 
a small group of students 
from Oakland Tech’s class of 
1981. Known as the Apollos, 
this group of Tech students 
spearheaded the political 
movement in California’s 
capital to make MLK day a 
state holiday; their success 
caused California to recog-
nize the holiday before the 

national holi-
day in 1983 

c e l e b r a t e d 
nationally in 
1986.] Calling 
themselves the 
Apollos after 
the Apollo 13 
space mission, 
they initiated 
a campaign in Sacramento to get legislation for an MLK holi-
day. Over the course of a nearly two-year campaign, the Tech 
students made countless trips to Sacramento on their own 
time, lobbying political groups and state politicians alike in 
an attempt to drum up support for the movement. Their hard 
work culminated in the introduction of Assembly Bill #312. 
Tech’s Apollo students knew 
that they needed a total of 
twenty-one votes in favor of 
the holiday in order to get 
the legislation passed. When 

came in, the assembly hall ex-
ploded with cheering and ap-
plause. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

state holiday in September, 

in California in January, 1982.. 
(Scribe News, June, 2014)

The Apollos were honored by the 
California Teachers Association in 
1982 for their work in lobbying for 
MLK Day to become a state holiday

In 1984, Tech’s second MLK 
Committee with their Class 
Advisor Tay McArthur lobbied 
all states which had not yet 
declared MLK Jr. Day as a 
state holiday.

MLK’s nephew made a visit to Tech to thank the stu-
dents for their lobbying efforts in 1982

Headline from the front page of the 
San Francisco Chronicle on Jan. 15, 1982 

Raise money for Tech while you shop!
Raise money for Oakland Tech, just by doing your regular 
weekly grocery shopping at Safeway. Register your Safeway 
Club Card at eScrip to support Tech. Use your Club Card 
number when you shop at Safeway, and Tech gets back up 
to 4% of your purchase. NOTE: to earn at Safeway, you must 
use a debit card, check, or cash - we no longer earn funds on 
credit card purchases. (Registering your debit card as well, 
will also earn funds at your favorite restaurants and even 
Piedmont Grocery). So, register your Safeway Club Card 
and debit cards today at eScrip, and get out there and earn 
money for Tech! Email Lauren at freemoney@oaklandtech.
com if you have any questions.

Some of the R4R Riders in 2014

March 2014 Riders at the 
State Capitol in Sacramento
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EARLY BIRD SPECIAL
$25 per person

available until February 28th 

Tickets after March 1st:
$35 regular price & at the door

ONLINE AUCTION
Feb. 26th – Mar. 6th

SILENT & LIVE AUCTION
March 14th

(tables start closing at 7:45 p.m.)

Delicious Food Catered by 
Vainilla Baking & Catering Co.

No Host Bar

Order tickets now for EARLY BIRD pricing!

HAVE FUN SUPPORT OAKLAND TECH!

Online tickets at:   
OAKLANDTECH.COM/PTSA/AUCTION

Online Tickets at OAKLANDTECH.COM/PTSA/AUCTION 
or clip out and MAIL THE FORM on the following page. 

Please support our event by donating an auction item; 
art, service, getaway, host an event, or contribute a bottle of wine.

For questions, email AuctionDonation@OaklandTech.com

at the 2015 Auction
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Bulldog Bytes
Co-Editors:  Julie Parker and Cathy Rosenfeld

Lay-out:  Debra Fleming
Have a comment or suggestion? 

Contact us at: bulldogbytes@oaklandtech.com

Many thanks to Piedmont Copy on Piedmont Ave. for 
generously donating part of the cost of printing this 
newsletter. Please consider them for your copy needs! 

From the Top Dog continued from  page 1

to attend school on Friday, January 30th. This will most likely be 
a minimum day so that we can have some professional devel-
opment since the staff had prepared to share their best literacy 
methodology with each other.

have the chance for a fresh start with the beginning of a new se-
mester. Let’s work together to make it a great one!

Online Tickets at 
OAKLANDTECH.COM/PTSA/AUCTION 

OAKLAND TECH PTSA 
c/o JODIE BERGER
1857 TIFFIN ROAD
OAKLAND, CA 94602 

Name:   
Email:   
Name:  
Email:   
Address:  
City:     Zip:   
Phone:

Number of Tickets:
Enclosed Amt for Ticket Purchase &/or Donation: $
Check Number:

$25 PER TICKET THROUGH FEBRUARY
$35 PER TICKET IN MARCH AND AT THE DOOR

 
OR 

Mail this form 
and payment to: 

Order your 
EARLY BIRD
tickets today!

OAKLAND TECH 

AUCTION 

A N N U A L  


