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This year has truly flown by. It seems like yesterday 
that I stood in front of the staff and informed them 
of many new developments and opportunities that 
were before us. We were just learning about the 
Measure N work and the possibilities. We were told 

to think big and dream of the possibilities. What would Tech look like if we 
created programs and structures that allowed more students to reach their 
potential, while continuing to provide powerful teaching? Those big dreams 
were fine-tuned and continue to be. Our academies have doubled the size 
of their 10th grade classes. For the first time ever, 80% of sophomores will 
learn in small learning communities that will prepare them for success in 
the classroom and career field of their choice. Students school-wide will 
have more adults on hand to support them and additional class offerings. 
All 9th grade students will take a computer science/advisory class. This pilot 
program will aim to strengthen students’ math skills through computer 
science as well as provide them with information that will help them 
transition into high school and be successful in their future endeavors. 
Students outside of the pathways (academies) have not been forgotten. 
Our summer planning will be used to organize their teachers to be able to 
support each other and their students. Students outside of pathways will also 
have staff devoted to ensuring they too are prepared for college and career. 

To make this all work, our teachers will need time embedded in their day to 
plan. Our schedule will change next year. Currently the schedule is under 

review and we will share once it is finalized. We will be offering more classes 
in the 0 period which occurs before 1st period. Currently 0 period begins 
at 7:30. We know this may be difficult for some families, so the start time 
will be pushed back to close to 8:00 AM. Our minimum days will occur 
weekly to allow teachers to collaborate and minimum days will be longer. 
Once the schedule is approved, it will be shared. We will also have more 
duel enrollment classes (classes that will earn students both high school 
and community college credits). Next year we will offer Psychology, African 
American Studies, and Business classes on campus. These classes will be 
taught by Peralta instructors on our campus. If your student is interested 
in taking one of these college classes, please contact your child’s counselor. 
We will also offer more sections of music. There will be a music class during 
0 period to allow students to maintain their participation in both music 
and pathways. I do recognize that change is difficult, but these changes are 
being instituted to allow us to better serve all students. 

As our seniors prepare to enter the next stage of their lives, I am confident 
that we have together supported an AWESOME group of young people 
who are ready to begin to explore more of their adult selves. I know they 
will make us proud. I wish them all the best. I am confident this group of 
young adults will leave Tech and the world much better than they found it. 
My rising senior class will too be powerful. I am excited to work with my new 
leaders and continue to change Tech for the better. 

Until next time. Enjoy!! ■

Have a Great Summer!
From the Top Dog
Principal Staci Morrison

SUMMER 2016
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It is not every day that you 
have a conversation with 
someone whom you can 
honestly describe as a 
Renaissance man, a person 
who has wide interests 

and deep knowledge. Mr. Fairly, one of Tech’s four 
Assistant Principals, is a true Renaissance man. In our 
interview with him for this profile, we learned that he 
has degrees in liberal arts, divinity, and the law, has 
worked in all of those fields, and has musical skills as 
well! While Mr. Fairly has been at Tech since 1994 (as a 
teacher until 2006), he had a rich and full life before he 
arrived. Tech is so lucky to have Mr. Fairly, a devoted 
professional who brings so much life experience and 
knowledge to the many tasks he performs, mostly 
behind the scenes, so that our students can thrive.
Mr. Fairly grew up in a world about as different from 
Oakland as you can get and still be in the US. He spent 
his childhood in rural western Ohio, growing up on 
a farm and graduating from an all-white high school 
with 400 students in the whole school! While most 
of his classmates were the children of farmers, Mr. 

Fairly’s father made his living drying 
grain and selling fertilizer. Mr. Fairly 
was on high school math and debate 
teams and sang in the school chorus 

which won high honors in state competitions year 
after year. The school was, in his words, “small, but 
mighty!”
“Small” also defined Mr. Fairly’s college, Alderson 
Broaddus College (now University) which has a 
student population of about 1,000 and is located in 
a town of about 3,000 in West Virginia. He majored 
in the subjects he had loved in high school, math 
and chemistry, and planned for a career in education. 
After graduating, he moved west, to Portland, Oregon 
where he taught math in a high school for a few years 
and then in a middle school for a few more. At that 
point, Mr. Fairly realized that he had other interests 
that he wanted to pursue in the arena of liberal arts, 
and he moved again, this time to Berkeley, CA to 
study theology and religious studies at the Graduate 
Theological Union. GTU is the largest partnership of 
seminaries and graduate schools in the US, located 
near the University of California, Berkeley campus. 
Even though the GTU, according to its website 
“is dedicated to educating students for teaching, 
research, ministry, and service,” Mr. Fairly wanted even 

Mr. Fairly, Our Own 
Renaissance Man!

Academy of Arts 
University

American University
Barnard College
Bellevue College
Berkeley City College  

(18 graduates)
Bethune–Cookman 

University (2)
Brandeis University
Bucknell University
California Baptist 

University
Cal Poly–Pomona (2)
Cal Poly–SLO (16)
California Lutheran 

University

Cañada College
Chabot College (8)
College of Alameda (6)
Columbia College 

Chicago
Columbia University
Columbus State 

Community College
Community College 

(unspecified) (2)
Connecticut College
CSU Chico
CSU Dominguez Hills
CSU East Bay (12)
CSU Humboldt
CSU Long Beach (2)
CSU Monterey Bay

Congratulations to the  
OT Class of 2016!
Below is a list of the schools the graduates will 
attend next year. (Number indicates the number  
of graduates attending that college or having  
that plan.)
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Congratulations to Oakland Tech’s Upper 
Campus (UC) seniors who took the AP 
Language and Composition Exam in May! 
This year marks the first AP class offered to 
students on the UC. We hope that everyone 
did a fabulous job on the exam.

AP English Identical twins Maya and Meris 
Johnson-Hagler will attend Mills College with 
identical $32,000 Provost Scholarships to help 
fund their education. Maya and Meris were 
members of the first AP class at Tech’s Upper 
Campus.

The East Bay College Fund presented a College 
Financial Literacy Workshop for our seniors in 
May. The workshop provided students with basic 
knowledge of student loans, credit, personal 
banking, and budgeting and helped them to 
start their own personalized college budget.

Oakland Tech UC Students Visited Alameda 
County Superior Court
On Friday May 13, forty-five UC students 
in Ms. Rhynes’ English classes, Coach Eric 
Clayton’s YMOB Program, and nine students 
from Principal Betsye Steele’s Ralph Bunche 
Academy spent the day as guests of Alameda 
Superior Court Judge Gloria Rhynes. Students 
were greeted by Judge Rhynes  (seated in the 
center of the photo) in the jury room and were 
invited to visit the courtrooms of Alameda 
County  judges and sit in on actual legal 
procedures and trials.

Local attorneys, judges and commissioners, 
including Alameda County Superior Court 
Judges  Trina Thompson, Gloria Rhynes, and 
Rhonda Burgess, gave up their lunchtime to 
share their personal stories with our students.

 
 

The Voter Registration Commission registered 
eighteen-year-olds to vote and offered poll 
job information to our students. Sheriff Taylor 
explained the legal process and the role of a Sheriff.

Literacy Field Trip to Barnes and Noble
Our Oakland Tech UC students went on a 
field trip to Emeryville Barnes and Noble on 
April 27, 2016. Local author Michelle Skeen, 
PsyD, donated books to our school. Real 
estate broker/author and minister, Denise 
Smith, shared her story with the students and 
reminded students to use their passion to 
dream big and to fuel their dreams into reality.

Guy Johnson, author and son of Maya 
Angelou, spoke passionately to the students 
about life, literacy, and using their voice to 
change our world. He shared a piece of writing 
written after the passing of his iconic mother. 
Mr. Johnson and his wife Stephanie were truly 
touched by the reading of our students’ own 
poetry and prose. Every student was allowed 
a chance to select several books to take home. 

Much appreciation to Guy Johnson for sharing 
his wisdom with our students!

Fashion and Art Students in Art Exhibits 

Fashion students designed ten pieces for the 
Pro Arts Gallery art exhibit which ran from April 
13 to April 27. The Pro Arts Gallery is located at 
150 Frank Ogawa Plaza. The theme of the art 
show, a youth only exhibit, was “Our World.” All 
concepts were original student designs. Five of 
the ten designs are on display in the library on 
Tech’s main campus as part of the Spring Art 
Show. Ms. Katita Johnson is the fashion teacher 
and FADA director.

FADA art students, under the direction of Ms. 
Arnold, also presented their artwork in Tech’s 
art show in the library. The show will run until 
June 2. FADA art students are also currently 
displaying their work in EMERGING ARTISTS: 
A GALLERY EXHIBITION hosted by Cords Art 
Design Craft Space at 2278 Telegraph. This 
exhibit will end with a closing reception at First 
Friday, June 3 from 5–8 p.m. ■ 

What’s Up on the Upper Campus?
by Marsha Rhynes and Teresa William

A Message to the OT 
Parent Community 
from Aria Everingham, Christopher 
Lauderdale, Alexis Lewis, and Jonathan 
Phillippi, 9th graders

Dear Parents and Family,

The issue of homophobia in schooling systems 
across the country is detrimental to students 
and teachers alike. 95% of students hear ‘gay’ 
being used as an insult to describe something 
they do not like and 50% of students and 75% 
of staff have reported seeing homophobic 
bullying in schools. We are a group of 9th 
grade students at Oakland Technical High 
School that have decided to address this issue 
of homophobia in schools. Through research, 
we found that the main reason of homophobia 
in children and teens is that homophobia 
is being passed from older generations. In 
the past, there were homophobic laws and 
treatment that were standard, but now times 
have changed. We want the new generation 
of students to leave these old homophobic 
tendencies in the past.

We ask for parents, family members, 
and influential adults to end their use of 
homophobic speech and tendencies around 
students of all ages. Using homophobic 
speech and tendencies around children freely 
teaches students that it’s okay to do the same. 
Not only do students internalize homophobic 
behavior, but they begin to spread it to their 
peers. When students bring new language and 
attitudes they learned from home to schools, 
other students are influenced to act along the 
same homophobic tendencies, normalizing 
homophobia in schools. Instead of teaching 
students to act with hate towards other sexual 
identities, educate your student about LGBTQ 
love and acceptance.

Whether your child is being bullied or not, 
all students are harmed from homophobia. 
Homophobia creates an unsafe environment 
at school, where students feel they are not 
free to be themselves and are bullied for being 
different. In schools where homophobia is 
present, students have been seen to have 
worse grades and worse attendance, practice 
self-harm, and commit suicide. Homophobia 
creates environments with limited creativity 
and identities, and eventually causes close-
mindedness that can limit your child’s 
opportunities, experience, and knowledge. 
In conclusion, we ask you to make a change 
in your mindset or routine, whether that 
be to take time to educate your student 
about LGBTQ identities or to regulate any 
homophobic tendencies, so that your child 
grows up in a world with acceptance and love. 
■

 UC seniors and identical twins Maya and Meris Johnson-Hagler

UC students in Judge Rhynes’ courtroom
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On Monday, May 16, students, their families, 
teachers, staff and community members 
gathered in Tech’s auditorium for the annual 
Scholarship Award Ceremony. As always, Tech’s 
seniors were impressive! Students in the Class 
of 2016 received over $200,000 in scholarships, 
plus merit aid, from 23 colleges, universities, and 
military academies. Eleven students received full 
rides. The ceremony reflected the dedication 
and hard work of many people, but especially of 
the students!

The keynote speaker was Walter Robinson, 
Vice Chancellor for Enrollment at University 

of California, Davis, who grew up nearby in 
Richmond and Berkeley. He spoke passionately 
to the students about the importance of 
believing in themselves and understanding that 
college is where they belong.

Nadirah Stills, Oakland Tech PTSA president, 
served as the emcee. Tech counselor Ms. Johnson 
and the Scholarship Committee organized the 
event. Community members who presented in 
person included representatives from the Craig 
Scholarship, The East Bay College Fund, the Ernest 
and Henrietta Goldsby Foundation, the Marcus 
Foster Education Fund, the Making Waves CAP 
Scholarship, and the Stephen Brown Memorial 
Scholarship, which was started last year by PTSA 
parents after the sudden death of active member 
Stephen Brown. His widow, Linda Brown, spoke 

beautifully about Stephen, his career, and 
his commitment to Oakland Tech students. 

The decorations, done by art teacher Ms. Pines 
and her classes, were the best yet! And Jeremiah 
Stills, a senior, movingly sang the national anthem. 

Congratulations to all the recipients. We know 
you will carry Oakland Tech with you wherever 
you go and we are so proud of you! ■

If Elizabeth Hunter has one message 
for Tech’s new senior class, it’s, “be 
prepared to hit the ground running 
when school starts in August.” For 
Ms. Hunter (pictured on left), an OUSD 
College & Career Readiness Specialist 
who serves as a liaison between 

Tech’s administration and district community partners, 
getting students on track for college is both a mission 
and a passion.

Sitting in her workspace in the College & Career Center 
in the back of the Tech library surrounded by college 
pennants, note-strewn white boards and small clusters 
of students meeting with advisors, Ms. Hunter believes 
the most important step students need to take is an 
internal one. “Find out what you love to do. That’s the 
first thing,” she says. “Then start working on a list of 
colleges. Not the other way around.” She recommends 
students pursue every opportunity to explore 
possible interests, from taking concurrent classes at a 
community college—free and for college credit—to 
diving deep into different types of community service, 
work and internships. 

While some students focus on doing a little of 
everything so they can jot it down on a college 

application—the mile-wide-and-an-inch-deep 
approach—Ms. Hunter urges caution. “Do what feels 
right and natural and excites you,” she says. “Don’t put 
yourself in a position where you’re doing something 
that doesn’t feel genuine. You’ll start to resent it and 
that’s a waste of your time and energy.”

So what does she want to see when seniors arrive 
in the fall? A rough college list that includes both 
public and private schools—privates often have more 
generous financial aid so don’t let the stated price tag 
stop you—as well as at least one out-of-state college. 
As she says, “Don’t come with nothing. I’d rather see a 
confusing list than no list. We’ll help hone it.”

Throughout the fall, Ms. Hunter, along with Tech’s hard 
working school counselors and the College & Career 
Center team, will give presentations in classrooms 
designed to guide and encourage students through 
the college discovery and application process. She’ll 
also organize college and financial aid information 
events for students and parents and arrange visits 
from dozens of college representatives. 

Says Ms. Hunter, “You don’t have to be something  
to become something. Start dreaming and get to 
work.” ■

Advice for Next Year’s Seniors:  

Hit the Ground Running! • Register for the SAT or ACT if you’re not satisfied 
with your score. (All 11th graders took the SAT in 
April.) Go to collegeboard.org to sign up for the 
SAT and act.org for the ACT.

• Visit a variety of colleges. Can’t afford to travel 
to the ones you’re most interested in? Go to 
their websites to see if they offer a “fly out” 
program. Still not possible? Tour a variety of 
nearby campuses to experience different types 
of environments, from a large university (such 
as the one up the road called Cal) to a small 
liberal arts college like St. Mary’s in Orinda. And 
remember, Google is your friend. Check out 
college websites.

• Take rigorous courses senior year. If you thought 
you’d glide through 12th grade, forget it. 
Colleges do not reward laziness. If you feel you 
need to adjust your schedule to accommodate 
more challenging classes, contact your 
counselor ASAP.

• Discuss your college plans with your parents and 
guardians, including finances. 

• Think about your essay, but don’t make yourself 
crazy writing it over the summer. Allow time for 
a little (not huge) mental break.

• Check your transcript to make sure it’s complete 
and there are no errors.

• Come to school in August with a rough list of 
colleges. 

• Attend the many college events and information 
meetings scheduled for the fall. This includes 
visits from college representatives, financial aid 
and scholarship specialists and others.

• Visit the College & Career Center in the library for 
support and guidance!

• Review all the information and material posted 
on the tech website oaklandtech.com under 
“College & Career” in the menu. 

Annual Oakland Tech Scholarship 
Award Ceremony
By Becky Austin 

Senior Summer & Early Fall To Do List

Stephen Brown Memorial Scholarship presenter Linda Brown with 
recipients Vianca Garcia, Tyanna Davis, and Anna Coerver 

CSU San Diego (2)
CSU San Francisco (12)
CSU San Jose (5)
CSU Sonoma
CSU Stanislaus (2)
CSU
Diablo Valley College (4)
Dominican University of 

California (2)
Fashion Institute of Design & 

Merchandising
Grand Canyon University

 Holy Names University
 Howard University (2)
 John Hopkins University
 Kapi’olani Community College
 Laney College (13)
 Los Angeles City College
 Los Medanos College (4)
 Louisiana State University
 Loyola Marymount University
 Macalester College (2)
 Merritt College (14)
 Mills College (4)
 Morgan State University
 Navy

New York University (2)
Oberlin College
Paul Mitchell Cosmetology 

School
Prairie View A & M University 
Princeton University
Quest University Canada
Sacramento City College (2)
Santa Barbara City College (2)
Seattle University (3)
Sierra Community College
Spelman University
 St. Mary’s College of California
 Stanford University

College List
Continued from page 1

Continued on page 8
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Stay Informed about what is Happening  
in Oakland Public Schools!
With School Board elections coming up in November (Districts 1, 3, 5, and 7) 
and OUSD leadership proposing lots of new initiatives and changes (including 
the Equity Pledge and Common Enrollment, both of which concern Oakland 
charter schools as well as district-run public schools), it is important for 
parents to stay informed. Here are some websites you might want to look at 
over the summer and fall to learn more: 

1. About OUSD meetings and agendas: www.ousd.org/

2. About OUSD’s Equity Pledge: oaklandequitypledge.org/questions-
answers/

3. About your School Board representatives, School Board meetings 
and agendas: www.ousd.org/domain/63 Sign-up to receive regular 
newsletters from two board members—Jody London in District 1 
(which represents Tech) (www.icontact-archive.com/lw29k8nloL
Jf4P6JVo7oPcSdi17bPj3W?w=3) and Shanthi Gonzales in District 6 
(gonzalesforschools.nationbuilder.com/blog)

4. About parent-led groups and coalitions organized around greater 
support for district-run public schools including: Parents United 
for Public Schools (ousdparentsunited.wordpress.com/), 
Oakland Public School Parents (http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
oaklandpublicschoolparents/) and Schools Oakland Students Deserve 
(schoolsoaklandstudentsdeserve.wordpress.com/learn-more/)

5. About “GO Great Oakland Public Schools” which (according to its 
website) “advocates for charter and district schools, disseminates 
information about School Board meetings and agendas, and shares links 
to education-related stories on the web”: www.gopublicschools.org/

6. About issues in public education covered in the local press including: The 
Post News Group/Oakland Post (postnewsgroup.com/blog/category/
education/), Oakland North: oaklandnorth.net/category/education/, 
the San Francisco Chronicle (www.sfchronicle.com), The Mercury News 
(www.mercurynews.com), and SFGate (www.sfgate.com)

7. About the proposal to extend Prop 30 funding of education for an 
additional 12 years: www.protectingcalifornia.com

8. About Prop 13 reform to close the corporate property tax 
loophole: www.evolve-ca.org

From Our PTSA President
Summer is Here!
Believe it or not we are at the end of 
another successful school year. As 
a new president, my focus this year 
was learning about the policies and 
procedures of the PTSA to help our unit 
function effectively.  As I head into my 

second year, my goals are to strengthen our unit’s advocacy 
for and engagement of all families in our school community 
while building school spirit. 

I would like to send well wishes to class of 2016 as they 
transition into the next stage of their lives. May your college 
or career paths be full of success. 

As we wrap up this school year, I would like to welcome to 
the Oakland Tech PTSA Board Mike Aronson(Historian), Cecille 
Chenovy (VP of Communications), Yata Davis (Parliamentarian), 
Chris Frost (VP of Development), Buffy Ross (Treasurer), and 
Helena Starc (VP of Programs). Thank you to our outgoing 
board members Jenny Berg (Correspondence Secretary), Lesli 
Van Moon (Treasurer), Sharon Lipping (VP of Development), 
Nancy Murr (VP of Communications), Elizabeth Falkner-Kenny 
(Parliamentarian), Cathy Rosenfeld (Historian), and Jim Ryder 
(VP of Programs) for their leadership and service. It has truly 
been an honor to serve as your PTSA President for 2015-2016 
and I am looking forward to serving another term for the 
2016-2017 school year.

Enjoy your summer. We look forward to fellowshipping with 
you at the End of the Year BBQ.

Yours in Service,

Nadirah Stills • Oakland Tech PTSA President • president@
oaklandtech.com 

• PTSA NEWS • PTSA NEWS • PTSA NEWS • PTSA NEWS • PTSA NEWS

PRESIDENT • Nadirah Stills • president@oaklandtech.com •  
I preside over both Executive Committee and Membership  
meetings and lead the PTSA towards the goals chosen by you,  
the membership. 

VICE PRESIDENT OF PROGRAMS • Helena Starc • vp@
oaklandtech.com • I keep clear lines of communication open to all 
of the PTSA Committees and preside in absence of president.

VICE PRESIDENT OF COMMUNICATIONS • Cecile Chenevey 
• communications@oaklandtech.com • I am responsible for the 
coordination of communications between the school and the 
parent community. 

VICE PRESIDENT OF DEVELOPMENT • Christopher Frost • 
development@oaklandtech.com • I work with the Development 
Committee to help put funds in the PTSA general fund to help 

students and teachers have resources for clubs, teams, and all our students 
through the mini and maxi grant programs.

DIRECTOR OF MEMBERSHIP • Tracey Packer • membership@
oaklandtech.com • I promote PTSA membership and foster 
Oakland tech community engagement in PTSA and other school 
activities.

TREASURER • Buffy Ross • treasurer@oaklandtech.com • I 
write checks, reconcile accounting records to bank records, provide 
monthly and annual financial reporting.

FINANCIAL SECRETARY • Sara Jewell • donations@
oaklandtech.com • I record and deposit all incoming donations 
except online and electronic donations.

 

Meet the Oakland Tech PTSA Executive Board for 2016-2017!

Continued on page 5
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SECRETARY • Laura Impellizzeri • secretary@oaklandtech.com 
• I schedule general and executive committee meetings and record 
and archive the minutes.

PARLIAMENTARIAN • Yata Davis • parliamentarian@
oaklandtech.com • I make sure PTSA bylaws and other governing 
documents are followed by the Executive Board and at general 
meetings. 

HISTORIAN • Mike Aronson • historian@oaklandtech.com •  
I keep track of volunteer hours and special activities which  
become part of the annual PTSA records. I also hope to build on the 
great work of the Centennial project.

TEACHER REPRESENTATIVE • Keith Debro • keith.debro@
ousd.org • I serve as a voice for the teachers.

• PTSA NEWS • PTSA NEWS • PTSA NEWS • PTSA NEWS • PTSA NEWS

At dawn on Saturday, May 14, volunteers set up 
breakfast and strong coffee for cyclists assembling 
at Oakland Tech. The day’s goal: ride all the way from 
Tech to the steps of the Capitol in Sacramento to 
dramatize the need for more funding for California’s 
public schools. The first rider began pedaling at 
5:30 a.m. About 220 riders took the course, with 
about half riding from Vacaville to Sacramento, and 
about half riding all the way—110 miles. About 70 
volunteers helped in large and small ways (truck 
driving, graphic design, first-aid, web support, 
support car drivers…) to make the event happen 
and to support riders on the roads. 

The weather was cooperative with high 
temperatures in Davis and Sacramento just above 80 
degrees with a few clouds for shade. Cool weather 

meant that of the 250 gallons of fluids available to 
support riders, only about half was needed. There 
were no serious injuries and relatively few flat tires, 
although one unlucky Tech parent suffered three 
flats on the 45-mile ride! One cyclist had a broken 
bike frame early in the ride, but managed to borrow 
a bike and re-join the ride further up the course and 
finish in Sacramento. 

This year, the event raised about $105,000 in pledged 
donations to be distributed to the six beneficiary 
schools: Oakland Tech and Oakland International 
High; Edna Brewer, Westlake, and Claremont Middle 
Schools; and Emerson Elementary. Ride for a Reason 
began in 2009 with only four riders trying to make 

a statement about state budget cuts to public 
education, and it has grown steadily each year. In 
total, Ride for a Reason has raised and distributed 
more than $600,000 to its beneficiary schools. 

The ride is meant to highlight the need for more 
state funding for public schools. Many public school 
parents recognize that fundraising is now crucial 
to supporting high-functioning schools with full 
services for students, since the funding provided 
by the state and local taxes is enough to provide 
only basic education and services. But the ability 
and resources for fundraising are not distributed 
equally among school communities in the state or 
in Oakland. Some schools make up the difference 
between what California provides and what 
communities think are appropriate services, while 

other school communities struggle or do without. 
But if there is broad agreement that services like 
school libraries, counselors for students’ social and 
emotional problems, athletic equipment, music 
and art education, and computers and technology 
programs are worth having for schools, then our 
state budget and politics should reflect those 
values. Fundraising by school communities is great, 
but we can’t bake sale, car wash, auction, and bike 
ride our way to equitable, full-service schools for 
all students in the state. The ride to the Capitol is 
meant to draw attention to the issue, get our elected 
officials to take notice, and to advocate for change. 

Oakland Mayor Libby Schaaf proclaimed Saturday, 

May 14 to be Ride for a Reason Day in recognition of 
eight years of advocacy, community, and fundraising 
for Oakland schools. Oakland City Council member 
Dan Kalb and State Assembly Member Tony 
Thurmond (District 15, Oakland and East Bay) came 
to meet riders and volunteers at Oakland Tech to 
provide motivation and express gratitude for service 
to the city. In Sacramento, rider and Oakland school 
board member Jody London reminded us that 
California’s students are our state’s most valuable 
natural resource, one worth investing in. We heard 
that California still funds its public schools at well 
below the national average for per-pupil funds, and 
still has the worst average student-teacher ratio in 
the country. Dianna MacDonald, President-elect of 
the California State PTA addressed riders about the 

power of the PTA and parent involvement to effect 
legislative change. 

Ride organizers heard lots of favorable reports and 
compliments from the riders and volunteers, and 
like cyclists starting up a hill, are looking to maintain 
forward momentum. The organizers are developing 
plans for next year (R4R 2017!), and are considering 
new ways to grow the event and to involve more 
Oakland schools. You could be involved in helping 
put on the event next year, or maybe riding. It’s a 
sure bet that our schools will still need the attention 
and fundraising. Contact Tech parent Paul Vetter 
at p4vetter@gmail.com to learn more, or visit the 
event’s website at http://rideforareason.dojiggy.
com ! ■

Another Great Ride for a Reason!
By Paul Vetter

Riders and volunteers at the end of the day at the Capitol. 

Meet the Oakland Tech PTSA Executive Board for 2016-2017!



SPRING 2016 | BULLDOG BYTES6

One good determination is that when children can 
accept full responsibility for the consequences of 
their choices, they are “grown up.” Responsibility 
means the ability to respond appropriately given 
the needs of a situation. It takes a long time, at least 
20+ years, for a child to become an independent 
person. We can tell by the degree to which they take 
responsibility for their lives.

Everyday parents encourage or discourage the 
development of qualities that will turn their children 
into responsible adults. Your children will be able to 
respond appropriately when they have developed 
these three essential character qualities:

rational thinking,

the capacity for loving, and

sufficient confidence to act on their beliefs.

These three qualities are included in our formula 
R=TLC. Built into this formula is also a way of 
understanding the best method for reaching the 
goal, which is tender loving care or TLC.

The Goal: Responsibility = Thinking, Loving, 
Confidence

The Method: TLC or Tender Loving Care

In our formula R=TLC, the “T” stands for thinking. 
This is the ability to use one’s mind to process 
information logically, to analyze situations and to 
form conclusions. A person with strong thinking 
skills can distinguish between fact and fiction and 
demonstrates common sense.

Good thinking implies the ability to make wise or 
sound judgments. The more people strengthen 
their ability to reason and to solve problems, 
the better they function. Intelligence is not only 
acquired from our parents; it is developed and given 
the chance to manifest mostly by what a person has 
learned and experienced. No teacher or peer will 
ever have as much influence over a child as will his 
or her parents. Parents are important, influential role 
models. When parents

demonstrate logical thinking, children notice, learn, 
absorb and repeat the modeled behavior.

Children can develop strong thinking skills by 
participating in family problem-solving activities. 
All problem-solving involves the following six steps:

1. Identify the problem: The first step toward 
resolving a problem is recognizing that it exists.

1. Understand the problem: Problems often 
have parts or specific details that need to be 
addressed.

1. Agree upon a solution: Everyone involved 
in the problem solving process participates 

in brainstorming possible solutions and in 
choosing the best one.

2. Make a plan: A plan of action is then agreed 
upon, determining who is going to do what and 
when.

3. Follow the plan: Everyone does his or her part 
based on the agreements made for the plan of 
action.

4. Evaluate the results: This is the time to evaluate 
whether the problem was fully solved, and to 
determine whether more work is required at any 
of the first 5 steps.

Good mental health is when you have run out of 
people to blame!

In our formula R=TLC, the “L” stands for loving. Loving 
describes a way of being with oneself and others. It 
means fully accepting someone for who they are 
as a person; however, it does not mean accepting 
that person’s behavior without conditions. Loving 
means treating others with respect and compassion, 
and valuing and promoting what is in their best 
interest. The crucial first stage in helping children 
develop into loving people is to encourage them to 
love themselves. It is only from a foundation of self-
love that children mature to a place where they are 
capable of having compassion for others.

In the past, self-love was considered to be a negative 
trait. Now, we understand that a healthy self-interest 
is absolutely necessary for developing feelings of 
love towards others. When parents make children 
feel important, teach them to be expressive about 
their feelings, encourage them to be happy about 
their accomplishments and reassure them when 
they make mistakes, they are helping their children 
to love themselves. Being self-centered is a natural 
and crucial stage of human development. Children 
must first know that they are important and learn to 
care about themselves before they can accept that 
anyone else is also important. This happens when 
they are treated in respectful ways.

From self-love, children progressively expand their 
awareness outward, learning how to please others, 
to be fair and to respect the law. If you guide your 
children during this natural progression, they will 
become ethical and caring individuals. The most 
successful parents demonstrate to their children that 
they also love themselves. They are not willing to 
allow their children to mistreat them. By respecting 
and taking care of their own needs, parents 
demonstrate to their children that taking care of 
oneself is important. In the give and take within a 
family, each member learns to share attention, time 
and resources with each other.

In our formula R=TLC, the “C” stands for confidence. 
Confidence means the courage to take action, to 
stand up for oneself and to make independent 
decisions. It means being self-reliant and trusting 
in one’s own judgment. Just being a good thinker 
and a loving person does not make someone a 
responsible individual. People need the courage 
of their convictions to speak up and to act on what 
they believe is right. It is not who is right, but what 
is right that matters. Taking action on what is right 
requires confidence. By showing approval when 
your children act constructively, you can create 
an atmosphere in which your children can build 
confidence.

How can parents anticipate what their children will 
face in their lifetimes?

How can they prepare their children for an uncertain 
future?

The best way to teach them the meaning of 
responsibility and to help them develop the qualities 
involved in being able to respond appropriately, is to 
allow them to engage actively in problem-solving. 
Children can then learn good thinking skills, to form 
strategies for positive action and to understand 
the difference between fact and fiction. They can 
establish strong ethical values, learn to like and 
respect themselves and have good self-esteem so 
that they can love other people and care for the 
environment. They can act on their convictions. All 
of these qualities will prepare children to respond 
appropriately given the needs of almost any 
situation they may face.

Our formula R=TLC is a universal formula for 
attaining the highest goal of a human being, to live 
a self-actualized life. What this means is to develop 
one’s gifts to their highest potential and to make a 
positive contribution to society. The ability to live 
a self-actualized life begins in the family! R=TLC is 
a powerful guide to day-to-day interactions with 
children.

The goal is to help children develop the ability 
to respond appropriately given the needs of the 
situation. This can only be done when they have 
developed the ability to have a rational mind that can 
actively solve problems, has a strong sense of self-
esteem, ethics and moral values, and the confidence 
to take action on their beliefs. The method is one of 
tender loving care. Families function successfully 
when they are adept at problem-solving. Solving 
problems together can be a rewarding and joyful 
experience, a chance to grow and to deepen family 
relationships and an important way to reduce family 
conflict.

We attract what we project! Trust is developed when 
your children are not afraid of losing your love. When 
they know that they are loved unconditionally, they 
do not ever have to be afraid to tell you about their 
feelings and experiences. They can make mistakes 
and feel perfectly safe about sharing them with 
you because the continuing flow of your love for 
them is not in jeopardy. When this level of trust 
exists between you and your children, you become 
a powerful role model. In this climate, you will see 
power struggles and stress greatly reduced. ■

From Tech Parent University (TPU),  
by Debra Carter-Kelly, Parent Liaison 

Teaching Responsibility! 
Address the Behavior; Don’t Criticize the Child 
How do you know your children are grown up?
On behalf of Oakland Technical High School Parent University, I would like to thank all of you who have nurtured, guided, 
disciplined, taught, and loved a child. It has been a pleasure serving you this year. As the change agents for your family, I’d like 
to leave you with this article on your parenting journey.
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There are very few feelings more gratifying than crossing the finish line 
seconds before your opponents, and taking the race. This feeling is, 
arguably, why people show up to do track at all. As the Oakland Tech head 
track and field coach, Will Brown, will tell you, sometimes it is hard to see 
immediate results of the grueling work put in week after week, but after 
a full season of work, every runner will be better. When asked what they 
love about track and field at Oakland Tech, here are a few of the responses: 

“I love track because you get out what you put in!” Sophie Schafer 
“I love running because it is true self expression in the most primitive 
form.” Nick Kleiber

This season about 20 students participated in short distance track and 
field events, and 18 students did long distance track. This year’s group 

of runners was full of energy and was lead by a very 
dedicated group of sophomores and juniors. The 
coaches, Will Brown, Dan Stone, and David Murphy, 
have done wonders for the track program. They took 
over last year and immediately dedicated substantial 
amounts of time and energy to build the program up 
and out, buying new equipment and getting creative 
with workouts. 

It is, by nature of the sport, difficult to assure that 
everyone shares in the dedication. There have 
historically been issues with turnout at practices, as 

well as with injury. 
But even with these 
setbacks, Tech 
has managed to 
come out on top. 
Oakland Tech track 
is currently seeded 
number one in the OAL, although those numbers don’t mean much until 
the championships. There are five athletes who have met qualifying times 
for state: Henry Larkin, Brittney Jenkins, Johanna Ross, Caroline Garret and 
Nick Kleiber. Although these athletes can’t actually qualify for state until 
they win their event at championships, they are expected to advance to 
the state competition this year. 

Despite frustrations coming from the OAL office involving rule and 
schedule changes, this track season has been one of personal and team 
growth. For the first time this year, the track team conditioned in the 
fall, creating the new sport “fall track.” This meant that athletes had the 
opportunity to get stronger than ever, and the coaches could implement 
longer training programs to yield the best results. The results of all this 
hard work can be witnessed first-hand at OAL championships, which will 
take place on Wednesday, May 25th and Thursday, May 26th. Overall this 
has been a year of great growth and building, and now it is time for the 
defending track champion’s hard work to pay off! ■

Defending Track Champions Get Ready 
to Take the Title Again!
By Lucy Flattery-Vickness

Mr. Fairly
Continued from page 1
broader studies and was accepted into UC Berkeley’s 
School of Law, known as Boalt Hall, where he was 
particularly interested in the fields of constitutional 
and contract law. He earned a Master of Divinity 
degree from the GTU and a JD from the School of 
Law. Most of us can’t even imagine taking on that 
workload, but Mr. Fairly, a true intellect, found it all 
fascinating. “I find it very satisfying to understand how 
society works, how we stay together as communities, 
and how we create our societies by educating both 
children and adults.”
He then got practical experience in his two new fields 
by working as the pastor of a church in Albany for 
three years and then as a paralegal at a law firm in 
San Francisco. With degrees in education, theology, 
and the law and work experience in all three fields, 
Mr. Fairly had an epiphany when he realized that, in 
his words, “Education was where my heart lies.” And 
that realization lead him to the beautiful bronze doors 
of Oakland Technical High School where he has given 
his all for the past 22 years!
They say that a good school administrator should 
have solid classroom teaching experience and Mr. 
Fairly, in addition to his five years of teaching in 
Portland, taught at Tech for twelve years. During that 
time, he taught chemistry, math, physiology in the 
Health Academy, and AP Physics in the Engineering 
Academy. In 2006, then-Principal Sheilagh Andujar 
encouraged him to take on more of a role as a teacher 
leader, and he was appointed “Teacher on Special 
Assignment” to work with a three-year High Priority 
Schools Grant that Tech had received from the state. 
Tech used the grant for professional development for 

teachers, supporting them to use data and engage 
students more effectively. Those three years stretched 
into five during which Mr. Fairly coordinated the work 
for Tech to earn a six-year accreditation from WASC 
(Western Association of Schools and Colleges). And 
then, in 2012, Mr. Fairly became one of Tech’s four 
Assistant Principals. 
A lot of the work that Mr. Fairly tirelessly does for 
Tech is invisible to most parents and students, but 
anyone who works at Tech knows that he is one of 
the pillars holding up the school! His work involves 
understanding the many “systems” the school 
depends on to function well, including financial, 
technological, communication, scheduling. He does a 
lot of financial work (his math background being put 
to good use!) working with the school budget. As head 
of the school’s Technology Committee, he oversees all 
the school’s technology needs. In addition to those 
two tasks, both of which are HUGE, he coordinates 
the 10th grade including SPED and 504’s, supports 
the Health Academy and the Science Department, 
oversees fall registration, and participates with Tech’s 
CSSC (Collaborative School Site Council), a team of 
teachers, parents, administrators, staff, students and 
community members that provides budget approval 
and oversight for federal and state-funded programs. 
There isn’t enough time in the day to do all that 
he wants for Oakland Tech. This year Mr. Fairly has 
pushed himself to cut his pattern of twelve-hour 
workdays down to nine or ten, but even at that, 
there is so much to be done to marshal the resources 
needed to help all students thrive. In terms of specific 
goals going forward, Mr. Fairly would like to see the 
School Board support capital improvements for 
better gym facilities and science classrooms. Noting 
that in a few years’ time, the old boys’ gym may no 
longer be usable, Mr. Fairly would love to have a plan 

in place for a reconfiguration of that space. And Mr. 
Fairly is excited about the Measure N funding coming 
into the school to offer more career education, noting 
that with Measure N funds, non-academy students 
will receive the same sort of training in interviewing 
skills, improving their reading and writing, and 
being introduced to a variety of careers and career 
opportunities, as academy students. 
When asked what he likes most about working in the 
field of education, Mr. Fairly said that as a teacher, he 
“wanted to help students achieve the potential that 
they have and uncover interests that may guide them 
in choosing their college and career. I challenged my 
students to do their best work and to engage in their 
deepest thinking. I wanted to give them the tools they 
need to solve problems.” We can well imagine that 
students he had twenty years ago are out there in the 
world today applying the thinking he inspired in them 
to solving big problems! Mr. Fairly is a big believer 
in the important role of education in society, noting 
that schools should “help students to be aware of 
the opportunities they have, and should try to create 
equal opportunities for all parts of society to thrive 
and to earn to work together.” 
And since he is a Renaissance man, Mr. Fairly pushes 
himself to make time for music in his life. He sings in 
a community chorus in Oakland and plays piano and 
guitar at his home in Hayward. Just as his high school 
years set him firmly on his path, with opportunities to 
sing and play music and excel in math and science, 
Mr. Fairly wants to use his knowledge and experience 
to benefit the students of Oakland Tech in, to use his 
modest but heartfelt words, “good ways.” THANK 
YOU, Mr. Fairly for all you have given to Oakland Tech 
and for pushing for all our students to leave Tech on a 
firm path to success!  ■

Maurice Lloyd sprints to the finish.

Howard Huanh shows how to 
throw a shot put.
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Trinity University
Tufts University
Tuskegee University
UC Berkeley (17)
UC Davis (10)
UC Irvine
UC Los Angeles (8)
UC Merced
UC San Diego (7)
UC Santa Barbara (5)
UC Santa Cruz (20)
UMass Amherst
Undecided (25)
University of Arizona (2)
University of Colorado 

Boulder
University of Hawaii at 

Manoa
University of Oregon

University of the Pacific
University of Puget Sound
University of Redlands
Vassar College
Washington State 

University
Washington University,  

St. Louis
Whitman College
Widener University
Willamette University (2)
Xavier University of 

Louisiana

We wish the best  
for the Class of 
2016!

College List
Continued from page 3 We thank all donors to the 

Annual Fund of the Oakland 

Tech Parents, Teachers and 

Students Association. The 

Oakland Tech Annual Fund is a parent-led effort. Our goal 

is to enrich and enhance the educational experience for all 

students by supporting teachers and staff at our high school.

Your contribution this past year helped support dozens of 

initiatives across all grades, departments and courses of study 

(and this newsletter!). We are now planning our support for 

programs next year Please help us with a contribution by 

sending a check to: 

OT PTSA Financial Secretary 

P.O. Box 22524 

Oakland, CA 94609

Thank You


