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The new year is off to a great 
start. We are adjusting to 
our new schedule. We have 
opened up the library to 
all students every morning 
at 7:30 am to study quietly. 

Students working in the library are supervised by two teachers on our 
staff. We are raising funds to supply the students with tutors. There are less 
tardies after lunch presently. We are also working hard with students to 
return from lunch on time and to be good community members while off 
campus during lunch. So far, so good this year. We have had many neighbors 
comment about the “change.” We are pleased that many of our students 
are beeing good Bulldogs in the community and following the PILLARS, 

Computer science—We are excited to report that all 9th grade students are 
taking an Introduction to Computers Science class that is an introductory 

course to computer science that will prepare our students for the 21st century 
skills needed to give our students the best start in college and careers. Our 
new computer science teachers are very excited to be offering this course 
to our students and students seem happy to be learning a new curriculum. 

Oakland Tech is so popular. We are over enrolled once again. I would like 
to thank our amazing counseling staff for their diligence in balancing 
classes. We know it is difficult for students to adjust to class changes. We 
only change a student’s schedule to be in alignment with the OEA contract. 
Unfortunately, if a class schedule is changed, we can not change it back. 

We will be hosting coffee with the principals monthly. Coffee and the 
Principals will take place the 1st Friday of each month where parents can 
come in and have conversations with us about anything on their minds. 
We want to stay engaged with our community and make sure that we are 
responsive to the needs of our community. ■

Welcome Back!
From the Top Dogs Co-Principals Staci Morrison and Josue Diaz
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Bulldog Bytes asked Tech’s new teachers to 
introduce themselves to the larger community with 
a brief bio and a photo. Please welcome these new 
teachers to Tech! We are lucky to have them!

Arthur Allen
After serving on the PTSA Performing Arts 
Committee as a parent during the years 
my children Henry and Lucy attended 
OT, I am excited to be in the classroom 
here myself as a music teacher. After 
acquiring degrees in music composition 

from Pomona College and the Yale School of Music, I 
spent 18 years working in the music business before 
getting my teaching credential. I started at teaching 
at Skyline in 1998, moved to Sacred Heart Cathedral 
in San Francisco in 2008, and then returned to OUSD 
in 2015. I am impressed by the skills, work ethic and 
collegiality of the Tech musicians and am looking 
forward to representing Tech at games, concerts and 
music festivals this year. 

Jacqueline Arnoldy
Hola. Bonjour. Originally from Boston, 
I attended Georgetown University’s 
School of Foreign Service. I majored in 
Culture and Politics while graduating 
with proficiency in French and Spanish. 

Two years later I earned my master’s degree in 
Teaching and Curriculum from Harvard University. 
Most recently, I completed the College Admissions 
and Career Planning certificate at UC Berkeley 
Extension as it is my passion to help students link 
learning to life. For the past 15 years, I have taught 
high school French and Spanish on the East Coast, 
West Coast and in India. Now settled in Oakland for 
the long-term, I am thrilled to be teaching students 

from our own community. I am already amazed at the 
array of programs, resources and opportunities here 
at Oakland Tech.

Errico Bachicha
Hello! My name is Errico Zeno 
Bachicha and this is my first year at 
Oakland Tech. I am teaching Algebra 
II and Math Analysis. I have been 
involved in education for 18 years as a tutor, teacher 
assistant, substitute teacher, and classroom teacher. 
I have been a classroom teacher for 7 years. Along 
with my classroom education experience, I have 
17 years of coaching experience. I have degrees in 
statistics and psychology, a teaching credential in 
mathematics, and course work in engineering and 
computer science. I am currently in a program to 
become a Certified Mindfulness Instructor. I am an 
Oakland native and have lived here and in Alameda 
most of my life. I care deeply about my community— 
I love the good and wish the best for the ills. I believe 
that my primary purpose in life is to be of maximum 
use to others and teaching, coaching, and sharing 
mindfulness seem to be the best way I can contribute 
to society. 

Patrick Bender
I was born in Oakland, moved around 
a lot as a kid, and finished high school 
in Napa. I moved back to Oakland as 
an adult and still consider it home 
although my wife, an art instructor at 
a community college, and I live in Martinez. I learned 
how to work on automatic pinsetters at a local 
bowling alley when I was 13 years old. Throughout 
high school and into junior college I worked at 
Napa Bowl and then as an auto mechanic. I even 

Welcome New Teachers! spent some time as a nuclear submarine mechanic 
at Mare Island before the shipyard was shut down. I 
can fix anything and know when things aren’t worth 
fixing. I worked my way through college and earned a 
bachelor’s degree in computer science at Sac State and 
a Master’s of Education from Hayward. I am a CompTIA 
A+ certified hardware & software technician and a 
Microsoft Office expert. I have been a computer science 
teacher and software consultant for more than two 
decades. I currently teach ICS/ Advisory to 9th graders. 
I love working at Tech and have noticed the way faculty 
and staff really care about the students. In my spare time 
(maybe next summer!), I enjoy windsurfing, sailing the 
bay, and traveling with my wife.

Emily Benner
My name is Emily Carman Benner, I am 
currently teaching English 2, and Paideia 
English 2, and Global History. I am originally 
from the LA area, but I spent the past 11 
years living and working in New York City. I 
have taught every grade level in my certification, from 
grades 6-12, including AP courses. Of all the grade 
levels I have taught, I have always enjoyed teaching 
10th grade and am happy to return to this level. I have a 
bachelor’s degree from Brooklyn College and a master’s 
degree from Teachers College, Columbia University. I 
am pleased to join the Oakland Tech community; there’s 
a lot to love about Tech, but so far I am struck by how 
intellectually curious the students are. 

Rick Frey
My name is Rick Frey and I’ve been living 
and teaching in Oakland for the last 20 
years. I was born in Philadelphia and grew 
up in Southern California but have been 
here in the Bay Area for a while. I’ve been a 
reading specialist, computer programmer, 
and local urban farmer along with teaching computer 
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Above and below: Recent visit to The Point at Rockridge by Upper Campus Students

Continued from page 1
Welcome New Teachers!
classes here in Oakland and Richmond. 
I am one of the three new 9th grade 
computer science teachers here at Tech. 
I’m enjoying working with 9th graders 
and I have an 8th grader of my own who 
will be coming to Tech next year.

Kevin Ji
I spent the first 22 years of 
my life in North Carolina—
first growing up in Durham, 
NC and then attending 
UNC-Chapel Hill to study 
mathematics. Fun fact: I 

taught myself how to cut hair while in 
college and have worked on and off 
as a mobile barber ever since. After 
college, I spent two years teaching 
math in Washington, D.C. while earning 
my Master of Education at American 
University. Most recently, I taught in 
Redwood City, CA at Summit Preparatory 
Charter HS before arriving at Oakland 
Tech. Currently, I teach Algebra I and 
Geometry. Outside of this, I will be 
helping run Pi Club and assisting our boys 
basketball teams. My favorite part about 
Tech so far has been the community, 
from colleagues who love to collaborate 
and nerd out about math, to parents who 
are always looking to help out, and finally 
one of the most curious and enthusiastic 
groups of students that I’ve ever taught. 

Kevin Jordan
My grandparents met 
at Oakland Tech in the 
1920s. I received my B.S. 
in Biology from Humboldt 
State University and did 
most of my graduate work, 

including a Master’s in Education and 
my teaching credential at CSU East Bay. 
I enjoy taking students to experience 
outdoor education. I have taught in 
Oakland for 25 years and am a co-
founder of the Environmental Science 
Academy of Oakland. I am teaching 5 
classes of biology and hope to organize 
some highly motivational study tours 
for my scholars. I would like to see an 
Environmental Science Pathway for 
students at Oakland Tech.

Ana Love
I am very excited to be teaching here 
at Oakland Tech. As a graduate of 
Tech, it is an honor to be back. When I 
was a high school student, I was very 
interested in architecture which led me 
to join the Engineering Academy and 
eventually to attend Cal Poly SLO as an 
Architecture major. During college, I 
decided on a career path of teaching 
and after graduating, I came back to 
Oakland to get my teaching credential 
at Mills College. This year, I am teaching 
Engineering Principles and Architecture, 
both of which are fun and unique topics.

Heath Madom
My name is Heath Madom 
and I’m a new English 
Teacher at Tech this year. 
I teach 11th grade College 
Prep, 12th grade College 
Prep, and 12th grade 
Honors. I’m originally from Long Island, 
NY, but I’ve spent 8 of the last 12 years 
living in the Bay Area. I earned my BA in 
English from New York University in 2001, 
and taught 7th grade English at a middle 
school in Brooklyn for two years. I moved 
to the Bay Area and earned my JD from UC 
Hastings Law School in 2006. Last year, 
I completed my Masters in Education at 
Stanford and taught two English classes 
at Berkeley High. In the years between 
Hastings and Stanford, I worked for a 
number of different labor unions, mainly 
SEIU and AFSCME. I’m super excited to be 
working at Tech! It’s an incredibly diverse 
and welcoming school, and I feel blessed 
to have been chosen to be part of the 
community. 

Stacey O’Connor
This is my first year 
teaching full-time at 
Oakland Tech. Last year 
I was a student teacher 
while earning a teaching 
credential in Physical Education at Saint 
Mary’s College. Prior to teaching, I was 
a Division I Collegiate Volleyball Coach 
at Saint Mary’s College. Currently I 
coach youth volleyball at the club level 
in Pleasanton. I have been coaching 
volleyball for 17 years. I was a Division 
I athlete, and a professional and 
international athlete for seven years. 
Born in Belfast, Northern Ireland, I grew 
up in Irvine. After living in the former 
East Germany for two years, and in 
various European countries, I soak up 
the joy and ease of living next to the 
ocean, mountains, and National Parks. 
The support in the Physical Education 
Department for one other has been great 
so far this year. I can see and feel the 
community that Oakland Tech teachers, 
administration, faculty, and staff work 
hard to build each year. 

Rho Seidelman
My name is Rho Chazin 
Seidelman and I am 
honored to join the 
9th grade California 
Studies teacher team. I 
was raised in New York’s Hudson Valley 
and attended Wesleyan University in 
Middletown, CT, where I majored in 
African American Studies and deepened 
my interests in social justice, music, and 
the performing arts. Since moving to 
the Bay Area in 2010, I have developed 
a commitment to social justice activism, 

chiefly by training and recruiting other 
Jewish, white, and/or class privileged 
folks to support grassroots movements 
for systemic change. Alongside that 
work, I have also taught youth in the 
performing arts and Jewish worlds. 
Last year I began student teaching AP 
US History at Tech. Outside of work 
I enjoy being queer, hiking, playing 
music, singing karaoke, and cooking.

Amy Talley
I am very excited to 
be a part of the OUSD 
9th grade computer 
science initiative! As 
one of 4 new computer 
science teachers at 
Oakland Tech, I am lucky to call the 
9th graders of Neptune House my 
students! I grew up in California, aging 
out of foster care in Humboldt County. 
I worked and went to college for 10 
years, starting out at a community 
college and finally earning my degree 
in Computer Science from Sonoma 
State University. After working in IT 
and consulting in tech, I decided to 
try being a substitute teacher. I quickly 
discovered that I loved teaching! 
My 4 daughters and I moved here 3 
years ago. In my free time I run, build 
and fix anything and everything, and 

volunteer as a mental health advocate. 
I am very passionate about opening 
up the tech sector to everyone. I 
am looking forward to facilitating 
confidence in Tech students and their 
abilities as future contributors to the 
computer science field!

Steve Wright
I live in Oakland with my wife and two 
kids, one of whom is a senior here at 
Tech. I was an English teacher for 10 
years. For the last 15 years I have worked 
in the nonprofit technology industry 
at the Salesforce.com Foundation, 
the Grameen Foundation and at few 
technology startups. I have always 
thought that I would come back to the 
classroom and with what is happening 
in Computer Science Education 
around the country and in particular in 
Oakland, this seemed like the perfect 
time. My family has lived in Oakland for 
6 generations starting in 1870. While 
it is certainly a big change—I worked 
in a shed in my back yard for the last 
5 years—I am loving it. The students 
at Oakland Tech are eager to learn 
and the content is exciting. I teach a 
brand new class, AP Computer Science 
Principles, to mostly sophomores and I 
will be working with the robotics club 
as well. ■

Techbridge: A Path to 
Your Daughter’s Future
While women make up half the college-educated workforce in the 
US, only 29% of science and engineering professionals are women. In 
certain of the fields known collectively as STEM (science, technology, 
engineering, and math), the percentages are even lower. For example, 
just 11% of physicists and 8% of mechanical engineers are women, 
according to the National Girls Collaborative Project. 

A big push to change these numbers has been underway in Oakland 
for the last decade. The Oakland-based nonprofit Techbridge has 
engaged hundreds of girls 
in STEM through hands-on 
after-school opportunities 
to learn and to create; 
mentorship experiences 
with women professionals 
from companies like Chevron, Intel and Google; and opportunities to 
showcase their work like the Maker Faire Bay Area. 

The Techbridge website declares, “By improving girls’ access to STEM 
education and role models, we are planting the seeds for the next 
generation of innovators—supporting the girl who discovers the 
cure for diabetes or develops a new technology to assist the visually 
impaired.” Maybe some of those girls are at Oakland Tech right now! 

In fact, you might them in Ms. Sadie Skiles’ room, every Thursday from 
3:35 to 5:30 p.m. With faculty support from Ms. Skiles (who also runs the 
Biotech Academy) and under the guidance of Techbridge coordinator 
Renny Talianchich, about 25 girls each year are getting their start in 
what may become successful careers in STEM fields. So what exactly 
are they doing?

Continued on next page
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With Tech offering 16 sports, some get more 
attention than others, and girls golf is one that’s 
often overlooked. Yet Tech has had a girls golf team, 
on and off, since the 1930s. 

Over the past three years, 
Tech’s team, part of the 
Oakland Athletic League 
(OAL), has doubled in size 
from six to twelve girls. 
Coach Skip Lehman says 
that if the team continues 
to grow at this rate, “We 
will soon look like the 
Stanford football team!” 
The only other school 
with girls golf in the OAL 
is Skyline High, so the 
rivalry is fierce. Two years 

ago, Tech won the championship, before losing to 
Skyline last year (even so, Tech junior Jada Delaney 
was named champion player). The championship 
this year is Nov. 2 at the Metropolitan Golf Links in 
Oakland, with the winner going on to the NorCal CIF 
game on Nov. 7 in Salinas.
For those who think that golf is more of a pastime 
than a sport, Coach Lehman noted that the Lake 
Chabot Golf Course where the girls practice (up 
above the Oakland Zoo) is very challenging, with 
lots of hills requiring lots of climbing. In accordance 
with OAL rules, the girls must walk the course and 
carry all their own equipment!
Despite the perception of golf as a white sport, 
Tech’s team is diverse, with black, Asian, Latina, and 
white players. It’s also a sport that girls can jump 
into with little or no prior experience: of the twelve 
girls on this year’s team, only three had played for 
Tech before: senior Sumner Lehman, sophomore 
Hannah Anderson, and junior Jada Delaney. 
The golfers report joining the team for all kinds of 
reasons. Sophomore Mira Stetson said, “I joined 
because I wanted to try a new sport that I’d never 
done before, without feeling the pressure of being 
great at it immediately.” A 10th grader new to the 
team commented that while she joined partly 
to get PE credit, she likes it because “anyone can 
learn to play. I just started a few weeks ago and I’m 
already getting the hang!” 

Freshman Clarisa Spevack explained, 
“I joined because I wanted to play 
two sports. I like how welcoming 
and friendly people are.” Sophomore 
Mikylah Smith said that she joined 
last year “in light of my deceased 
grandfather’s love for the game. He was 
the one who taught me all I knew before 
I joined the team, and I want to continue 
his love and dedication through myself.” 
She went on to note, “We have all the 
room we need to make improvements, 
meaning that if I am struggling, I will not be rushed 
to be better.” Skyler Stetson, also a 10th grader, 
joined “because it’s a great place to make friends 
and to get your sports credits,” and Lucia Pillers, 
a 9th grader, joined “because I needed a fall sport 
and I also wanted to meet more people. I like golf 
because I can go out after school for a few hours 
and be on a beautiful course.” 
Lucia went on to say something that research has 
demonstrated about participation in sports teams: 
“it helps me stay focused and organized in terms 
of homework.” Others also reported that golf is a 
great way to relax: Sophomore Hannah A. joined 
because she “thought it was a good, calming sport 
and it would expose me to opportunities I wouldn’t 
usually get to do.” And 9th grader Demi Oliva-
Pacheco joined because she wanted “a sport where 
I would have to truly relax myself and concentrate 
on my movements.” That’s quite a list of reasons to 
join girls golf!
Coach Lehman, who has been playing golf since 
he was 10, has coached Tech’s team for the past 
three years, starting when his daughter Sumner 
was a freshman. He loves it so much that he plans 
to continue even after his daughter graduates next 
year. He noted that he plays golf himself for the pure 
joy of it, a joy that he hopes to pass on to the team. 
When people say, “Why whack a tiny ball into a 
tiny hole?,” Lehman answers that if you have the 
chance to walk with a group of your best friends in a 
beautiful park for four hours, why wouldn’t you want 
to? He enjoys the friendships that golf has offered 
to him and it makes him happy to see friendships 
developing among the Tech players. And in terms 
of lifelong skills, Lehman explained that while golf 

does not require a great deal of coordination, it does 
require self-discipline and strategy, which are skills 
for life. “You need to strategize where you need to 
hit the ball to get it in the best place for your next 
stroke. How do you strategize how to get to the 
next step in your life? You need to think about what 
you want to do. It is really good for all teenagers to 
learn this skill and golf is one way.” And, he adds, it’s 
a sport you can play your whole life.
When asked what he likes the most about being 
Tech’s girls golf coach, Lehman answers, “I love 
the diversity at Tech and I love listening to teenage 
girls chattering away. It is just a joy. Some days they 
actually listen to me, but I always enjoy listening to 
them!” And to cap off the season, the coach always 
takes the girls to the miniature golf course in Castro 
Valley for their own fun mini-tournament. 
Lehman said that all are welcome to join the team, 
although for the championship game he is only 
allowed to play six girls. The other six girls are 
training now for next year’s competitions. Coach 
Lehman’s goal is to give anyone who wants it a 
chance to participate and to expand her knowledge 
of the game. 
Girls new to the game can get experience the rest of 
this year or over the summer through the non-profit 
group First Tee, which helps girls and boys learn to 
golf, and then join the team next year. Girls who 
would like to check it out this year are welcome to 
ride the bus with the team once they have submitted 
to OT Athletic Director Jim Coplan the required OAL 
medical form available on Tech’s website (under 
“athletics”). The team practices Mon.-Thurs. from 
4:00-6:00. Thank you, Coach Lehman!
For more information, email: skiplehman@gmail.
com ■

Tee Time: Girls Golf at Oakland Tech

OT girls golf in 1933!

Continued on page 4

At the first meeting this year, each 
girl made a name tag with a simple 
circuit that made an LED light 
show the number of years she has 
been in the program. For the next 
three weeks, they worked in small 
groups on one of four introductory 
skill-building projects: using 
woodworking techniques to create 
something original; applying 
principles of chemical engineering 
to make bouncy balls; learning the 

basics of Arduino—an open-source 
electronics platform with easy-
to-use hardware and software; or 
using Arduino to make a walking 
insect robot. 

Tech teacher Mr. 
DeMarinis, who 
was the Techbridge 
advisor for five years, 
noted that these initial 
projects teach the 
girls some basic skills 
such as computer 
programming, electric 

circuit soldering, building circuits, 
and how to use basic tools such as 
saws, drills, and glue guns. Then, 
for the rest of the school year, the 
girls will work in groups of two to 

three to design and create their 
own projects. Every three weeks, 
professional women from STEM 
fields come in to work with the 
girls. The girls also go on occasional 
field trips.

All Techbridge projects are 
designed to have real-world 
applications. While the girls receive 
guidance on their projects, they 
are expected to tap their own 
creativity, says Ms. Talianchich. 
The goal is to “elevate girl voice 

Techbridge
Continued from previous page 

OT girls golf in 2016!
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From Tech Parent University (TPU),  
by Debra Carter-Kelly, Parent Liaison 

Parenting Support for  
Parents and Guardians of  
Tech Students
As a relationship strategist, I recognize the important responsibility 
parents and caregivers have in shaping the lives of children and the 
tremendous amount of required work. TPU is a way for parents to 
get extra support to help ensure their children’s success at home 
and school as well as have fun engaging with other parents. Stay 
tuned over the next few weeks to hear more from me ranging 
from enhanced curriculum activities, parent coaching, workshops 
and classes to help with specific communication techniques that 
will help empower parents and caregivers assist their student(s) 
align and focus on the things that matter most.

Victor Frankl said, “Between stimulus and response, there is a 
space. In that space lies our freedom and power to choose our 
response. In our response lies our growth and freedom.” It can 
be challenging to find that sweet spot between your child’s 
behavior and your parental disciplinary response. Getting to calm, 
discovering the means of detaching, being mindful of your own 
feelings and triggers, and being conscious of your response all 
enhance your relationship with your child and are beautiful gifts 
to receive.

I really hope you take time to read the TPU articles and attend our 
workshops. If you have questions or need additional information 
about my services, as the OTHS TPU Parent Liaison, I can be 
reached on (510) 463-1163.

Finally, discipline shouldn’t be about punishing for misbehavior. 
Instead, discipline should be about teaching life skills needed to 
become a responsible adult. Make sure your discipline strategies 
are proactively helping your child to gain skills such as self-
discipline, healthy decision making, impulse control, emotional 
regulation and confidence that will serve as preparation for 
adulthood. the world when he reaches adulthood. (From “Life 
Skills Taught by Effective Discipline Strategies” by Amy Morin. For 
the full article, go to: https://www.verywell.com/life-skills-your-
discipline-should-teach-your-kids-1095032)

To support your parenting journey, I’d like to share this letter 
taken from an Indigo Village Newsletter (see right).

The Letter Every Teenager Wishes They Could Write
Dear Mom/Dad,
This fight we are in right now. I need it. I need this fight. I can’t tell you this because 
I don’t have the language for it and it wouldn’t make sense anyway. But I need 
this fight. Badly. I need to hate you right now and I need you to survive it. I need 
you to survive my hating you and you hating me. I need this fight even though 
I hate it too. It doesn’t matter what this fight is even about: curfew, homework, 
laundry, my messy room, going out, staying in, leaving, not leaving, boyfriend, 
girlfriend, no friends, bad friends. It doesn’t matter. I need to fight you on it and I 
need you to fight me back.
 I desperately need you to hold the other end of the rope. To hang on tightly while 
I thrash on the other end-while I find the handholds and footholds in this new 
world I feel like I am in. I used to know who I was, who you were, who we were. But 
right now I don’t. Right now I am looking for my edges and I can sometimes only 
find them when I am pulling on you. When I push everything I used to know to 
its edge. Then I feel like I exist and for a minute I can breathe. I know you long for 
the sweeter kid that I was. I know this because I long for that kid too, and some of 
that longing is what is so painful for me right now.
I need this fight and I need to see that no matter how bad or big my feelings 
are-they won’t destroy you or me. I need you to love me even at my worst, even 
when it looks like I don’t love you. I need you to love yourself and me for the both 
of us right now. I know it sucks to be disliked and labeled the bad guy. I feel the 
same way on the inside, but I need you to tolerate it and get other grownups 
to help you. Because I can’t right now. If you want to get all of your grown up 
friends together and have a ‘surviving-your-teenager-support-group-rage-fest’ 
that’s fine with me. Or talk about me behind my back, I don’t care. Just don’t give 
up on me. Don’t give up on this fight. I need it.
 This is the fight that will teach me that my shadow is not bigger than my light. 
This is the fight that will teach me that bad feelings don’t mean the end of a 
relationship. This is the fight that will teach me how to listen to myself, even 
when it might disappoint others. 
And this particular fight will end. Like any storm, it will blow over. And I will forget 
and you will forget. And then it will come back. And I will need you to hang on to 
the rope again. I will need this over and over for years.
I know there is nothing inherently satisfying in this job for you. I know I will likely 
never thank you for it or even acknowledge your side of it. In fact I will probably 
criticize you for all this hard work. It will seem like nothing you do will be enough. 
And yet, I am relying entirely on your ability to stay in this fight. No matter how 
much I argue. No matter how much I sulk. No matter how silent I get.
Please hang on to the other end of the rope. And know that you are doing the 
most important job that anyone could possibly be doing for me right now.
Love, 
Your Teenager 

and choice,” she says. “I love the creativity that 
comes with making and helping girls unlock 
their own creativity.” 

The year culminates with a trip to the Maker 
Faire in San Jose, where the girls show their 
projects. The fair is “a huge celebration of all 
things making, not just technology” says Ms. 
Talianchich. It includes a fire and metal area, 
drone racing, a dark room filled with projects 
that light up, an agricultural area showing 
things like how to grow plants on a wall, and 
much more. 

“We were the first school that Techbridge got 

involved in the Maker Faire,” says Mr. DeMarinis 
noted. “They piloted it here because of the 
interest, dedication and persistence of our 
students—and a bit due to my willingness to 
give it the good old-fashioned college try.” 

Last May, the Oakland Tech girls offered visitors 
lip-balm making and demonstrated a wearable 
glove that makes musical sounds as you touch 
it, an LED panel showing a movie about a dot 
meeting a square, the word “Tech” spelled 
out with programmed LED light strips, and 
a generator made from the back wheel of a 
bicycle that powered lights. 

Once their creative passion has been 
unleashed, the girls can apply to an all-
expenses-paid four-week summer residential 
science and engineering program at Smith 
College in Massachusetts, where they take 
intensive classes with fired-up girls from 
all over the world. A similar non-residential 
program is being developed for this summer at 
UC Berkeley. 

It’s not too late to join Techbridge this year. 
Interested students should go (soon!) to room 
S12 to get in on the fun—and to possibly start 
their journey on a lifelong path in STEM! ■

Techbridge
Continued from page 3 
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From Our PTSA President

Welcome Oakland 
Tech Bulldog 
Community
OT! OT! Oakland Tech Bulldogs let me 
hear your shout OT!! We are back to 
school, excited and ready to be of service 

to the Oakland Tech Community. The Oakland Tech PTSA 
provides a forum for families, students, staff, and community 
members to work collaboratively for the betterment of all 
Oakland Tech students. The only way we can achieve success 
for all students is by everyone pitching in and doing at least 
ONE THING to support the Oakland Tech Community. ONE 
THING could be serving on a PTSA committee. ONE THING 
could be helping a teacher write a grant for a field trip. ONE 
THING could be making a donation for the auction. ONE 
THING could be serving a pre-game meal for the football 
team. All of our collective ONE THINGs will equal hundreds of 
things collaboratively to better our school community. Please 
visit the Oakland Tech website (www.oaklandtech.com) and 
read the Bullhorn weekly to find out ways to lend a helping 
hand and about valuable resources. 

In addition, we need your financial support for our school 
community. Our two major fundraisers are the Annual Fund 
Drive and the auction. We use funds raised through these 
events to support programs, projects, and “Mini” and “Maxi” 
grants. The grants fund programs that support the whole 
student body academically, artistically, athletically, and social-
emotionally. 

In closing, as I greeted parents at registration this year, several 
people asked why should I get involved in PTSA and I gave 
them the following reasons:

1. Stay Informed 

2. Make your voice heard 

3. Be of service 

4. Build new programs for students and families 

5. Connect with other parents 

6.  Last but not least, make Oakland Tech the best school 
it can be. 

We represent the best in Oakland schools because of our 
commitment to working collaboratively to support all 
students at Oakland Tech. I look forward to working with each 
and every one of you this school year for the betterment of 
all Oakland Tech students. Our meetings are held the second 
Monday of every month in the library. OT! OT! Bulldogs let me 
hear you shout OT!!!

Yours in Service, Nadirah Stills • Oakland Tech PTSA President 
• president@oaklandtech.com 

• PTSA NEWS • PTSA NEWS • PTSA NEWS • PTSA NEWS • PTSA NEWS

Join Oakland Tech’s Parent 
Teacher Student Organization
Did you know that the National PTA is the largest, most effective 
child advocacy organization in the world? State, District, Council and 
School PTAs/PTSAs are linked together to represent “Every Child” 
with “One Voice” at every level of policy making regarding children 
and families. When you join Oakland Tech’s PTSA, you become part of 
something big and powerful. Please join today! Go to the website, click 
on: Parents > PTSA > Join.

Save the dates!
The PTSA generally meets the second Monday of each month in 
the school library from 7:00-9:00. Mark your calendars for these 
meeting dates:

Oct. 10 Nov. 14 Dec. 12
Jan. 9 Feb. 13 March 13

April 10 May 8 June 5
 

Stay informed!
Sign up for important updates from OTHS Co-Principal Morrison  

and Tech Parent University (TPU). Get information for Oakland  
Technical High School right on your phone:

Text the message: @othstpu to the number 81010.
If you’re having trouble with 81010,  

text @othstpu to (510) 900-8725. 
Don’t have a mobile phone? Go to rmd.at/othstpu on a  

computer to sign up for email notifications.

Eat Pancakes!
Want to support every Bulldog athlete at Tech? Please join 
us for the 5th Annual Sports Boosters Pancake Breakfast 
on Saturday, October 29th, 9:00-11:30 am. The proceeds 
from this annual fundraiser pay for three sports banquets 
and award ceremonies to honor every kid who plays sports 
at Tech, plus help ensure each team has the resources it needs to be 
successful. You can buy tickets online right now at http://oaklandtech.
com/staff/products-page/tickets/pancake-breakfast-ticket/ 
for $10 in advance, or $15 at the door. Come on out and support our 
Bulldogs!

Help Tech collect  
FREE MONEY!
Tech eScrip needs YOU+2! Tech receives almost $10,000 a year from 
eScrip, but we need everyone’s help to keep this very important and 
easy source of funding. This is Free Money and the easiest way that 
ALL Bulldog families can support Tech. Simply go to www.escrip.
com (create an account if you don’t have one) and register your credit/
debit card numbers. The expiration dates, security codes and other 
personal information is not required so it’s totally safe. Register the 
numbers once and you are done! Every time you use your card at a 
participating retailer, Tech gets money! If you are a Lucky shopper, you 
can register your phone number and generate even more for Tech. It’s 
so easy that we are encouraging all families to sign-up and have two 
other supporters (friends, familiy, neighbors) to join you. It’s YOU + 2! 
Any questions? Contact: Freemoney@oaklandtech.com
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• PTSA NEWS • PTSA NEWS • PTSA NEWS • PTSA NEWS • PTSA NEWS

There are 5 state ballot measures and 1 local 
one that directly impact children. Please 
educate yourself on these import measures.
Oakland Ballot Measure:
MEASURE G1 District wide Teacher Retention 
and Middle School Improvement Act 
A $120 tax per parcel of property for 12 years to 
fund a district wide educator salary increase and 
give grants to middle schools to increase access 
to courses in arts, music, and world languages. 
The tax is expected to raise $12.4 million 
annually and has exemptions for senior and very 
low-income residents. 65% of the funds will go 
toward raises for school site educators at both 
district and charter schools. The remaining 35% 
will be given as grants to district and charter 
middle schools. 

Vote threshold to pass: 2/3

State of CA Ballot Measures:
The California PTA encourages everyone 
to  take the opportunity to register and  vote. 
The PTA does not endorse individuals, but it 
does take positions on statewide initiatives that 
impact the education, health and wellbeing of 
California’s children and families. Listed below 
are the Nov. 8 propositions the California State 
PTA has taken a “support” position on:

PROPOSITION 51 SUPPORT School Bonds. 
Funding for K-12 School and Community 
College Facilities. PTA supports safe and up to-

date schools. The $9 billion in bond money will 
go for new construction and modernization of 
K-12 public schools, charter schools, vocational-
education facilities and California community 
colleges

PROPOSITION 55 SUPPORT Tax Extension to 
Fund Education and Healthcare. This initiative 
extends the temporary personal-income tax 
increases on high-income earners. Money 
will go to schools and community colleges, 
budget reserves/debt payments and health 
programs. About half of the estimated tax 
money would go to schools (about $4 billion). If 
these taxes disappear, it would hurt our already 
underfunded education system. 

PROPOSITION 56 SUPPORT Cigarette Tax to 
Fund Healthcare, Tobacco Use Prevention, 
Research, and Law Enforcement. We know that 
education and smoking cessation programs 
work to save lives by preventing teens –who 
have been shown to be sensitive to the price of 
tobacco products — from choosing to smoke in 
the first place. This increases the cigarette tax by 
$2 per pack, with equivalent increase on other 
tobacco products and electronic cigarettes 
containing nicotine. The money would go 
to increase funding for existing health-care 
programs, tobacco-use prevention/control 
programs, tobacco-related disease research 
and law enforcement, physician training, 
dental-disease prevention programs and 
administration. 

PROPOSITION 58 SUPPORT The California 
Education for a Global Economy Initiative 
(California EdGE). In 1998, voters approved 
Proposition 227 requiring that all students be 
taught in English, and that English learners 
be taught in sheltered English courses. PTA 
opposed Proposition 227 because it forced 
English Language Learners (ELLs)  to take 
English-only classes regardless of students’ 
individual needs. In addition, it took away 
parents’ right to choose what is  best for their 
children. This initiative  deletes the sheltered 
English provisions. It requires students be 
taught in programs with access to core 
academic standards, and that school districts 
provide effective and appropriate methods for 
language acquisition. Parents and guardians 
may choose language-acquisition programs 
that best meet the needs of their children. 

PROPOSITION 63 SUPPORT Firearms. 
Ammunition Sales. Initiative Statute. We 
believe that limiting access to the kinds of guns 
and ammunition that can kill large amounts of 
people in a short amount of time is common 
sense. We must fight gun violence by limiting 
the types and number of guns and ammunition 
available to those who would use them to do 
harm to others. Reasonable, common-sense 
gun laws reduce gun deaths and injuries, keep 
guns away from criminals and fight illegal gun 
trafficking.

REMEMBER TO VOTE ON NOVEMBER 8!

ALL Are Invited to a 
School Board  

Candidate Forum 
Hosted by Oakland Technical High 

School’s PTSA

Meet the two District 1 candidates:  
Don Macleay and  

Jody London 
Learn about state and local ballot 

initiatives
WHERE:  Oakland Tech library, 4351 Broadway 

Parking along 42nd and 45th Streets

WHEN: Wed., Oct. 19, 7:30-9:00 PM

FORMAT:  Short presentations by the 
candidates, several questions to 
each from the moderator, questions 
from the audience,  
short presentation on the ballot 
initiatives

Last year the PTSA awarded dozens of Mini 
Grants and Maxi Grants to teachers, staff, 
students, clubs and teams. We supported 
freshmen and seniors, special ed and 
academies, college-related activities, and 
tutoring for athletes. (A list of 2015-2016 
grant recipients is available on the Oakland 
Tech website.) The fall Annual Fund Drive is 
an important source of these funds. 

For 2016-2017, a goal of $60,000 has been 
set and since registration, we’ve received 
nearly $30,000 from generous families to 
support the students and teachers at Tech! 

We are hoping widespread participation. 
We ask every family to give $300. Many with 
means decide to give more, and we are 
grateful. We also know 
that not every family can 
afford to give so much 
and we appreciate every 
gift of any amount. And 
remember, as a member 
of the PTSA ($10), you get 

to vote on where the money is spent. (There 
are still openings on the Mini Grant review 
committee if you are interested. Send an 
email to development@oaklandtech.com)

How to give:

Go online to: http://oaklandtech.com/
staff/giving/

All donations to Oakland Tech are 
tax deductible (federal tax ID #94-
6174624). 

Send a check to:  
Oakland Tech PTSA  
Attn: Financial Secretary 
PO Box 22524 
Oakland CA, 94609

Annual Fund Drive
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Oakland Tech Upper Campus FADA 
Super Hero Team Begins First Day of 
Class with Red and Blue Capes and a 
Unified Sense of Purpose!

On the first day of the 2016-2017 school 
year, Oakland Tech Upper Campus 
Administrator Teresa Williams went 
directly to each staff member who has 
any contact with students during first 
period and proclaimed them “Super 
Heroes.” 

Jefferson Students in Action Program 
Gains Membership and Continues to 
Engage Our Young People in the Service 
of Others!

On Saturday, September 24, 2016, Oakland Tech’s Jefferson Students in Action met at El Camino 
High School in South San Francisco for Leadership Training to become even more effective service 
leaders. This year, forty-eight students committed to beginning the year as JSIA Service Leaders. This 
is our fourth year building the program and we are extremely proud of our students who consistently 
engage in community service on our campus and in our community. ■

What’s Up on the Upper Campus?
by Marsha Rhynes and Teresa Williams

Help Wanted:  
Fun People! 
We’re looking for a few dynamic fun folks who 
really know how to put on a party, Oakland style. 
If you know venues, music, catering, or otherwise 
have (or want) experience with school auction 
fundraising, this is a good time to get involved. 
Send an email to development@oaklandtech.com 
and we’ll connect you with the other members of 
the team. 

Appreciators! The glass is half full!

Are you thankful for Oakland Tech and all that it is 
doing for your child? We need a handful of grateful 
people with a few minutes to spare to express 
appreciation to our donors and volunteers. It’s 
easy, positive, real, and you can do it on your own 
time, from home. Send an email to development@
oaklandtech.com and tell us your interest 
(handwritten notes? Phone calls? Emails?) 

Pancake eaters!

Okay, so maybe not a pure “volunteer” position 
… but for a mere $10 ticket, you can “volunteer” 
to eat pancakes in the cafeteria with the OT Sports 
Boosters. (No limit, but easy on the butter and 
syrup, please). Put this on your calendar: Oct. 29, 
9:00-11:30 a.m., Tech cafeteria. ■

Ride 4 A Reason organizer Paul Vetter 
presents a check for $16,418.70 to PTSA 
President Nadirah Stills and Financial 
Secretary Cecile Chenevey. Five other 
local schools (Oakland International 
High; Edna Brewer, Westlake, and 
Claremont Middle Schools; and Emerson 
Elementary) received the same amount. 
It was the most successful Ride 4 A 
Reason ever! The December Bulldog 
Bytes will have information about this 
year’s ride. 

UC staff are ready to serve, protect, and educate!

Fix Your House October 29!
Ashby Lumber has generously offered to donate 
5% of all October 29 sales to the Oakland Tech PTSA 
from its Berkeley store (824 Ashby Ave.) If you are 
planning a house project or lumber purchase, please 
consider buying your supplies on Saturday, October 
29 (after the Sports Booster pancake breakfast!).
Thank you, Ashby Lumber!
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NOVEMBER 8
REMEMBER  
to VOTE!!! 

• • • •
A lot is at stake! 
Please note the  
ballot measures  

that affect children 
and schools  
on page 6.

OAKLAND TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL PRESENTS

Winter Ball 2016
Magical Winter Wonderland

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2016 
7:00 P.M. TO 11:30 P.M. 

OAKLAND TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL
FOR MORE INFO, CALL 510.450.5400 EXT. 319

TICKETS 
If you purchase during September: $5.00 

During October: $7.00
During November: $8.00
During December: $10.00

At the Door: $15.00
Purchase tickets from Ms. Travick’s Government Students  

or online:  
OAKTECHWINTERBALL16.BrownPaperTickets.com

 
PURCHASE  

EARLY  
AND SAVE!!


