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From the Top Dogs

Co-Principals Staci Morrison and Josue Diaz
As this year’s sun sets
and we approach the
time our seniors embark
on their next stage of
self-discovery, we wish
them well, confidently knowing they have the skills, perseverance and
compassion to shape our community and the world at large. We leave this
year without two important members of our community—Jack Lewis and
Humberto Cruz. Their absence has definitely affected our community and
they are deeply missed. We continue to hold them in our hearts as our
journey continues.
This senior class holds a special place in my heart because they are the
first class I have served as principal during their entire high school
career. I am delighted to have worked with each and every student and
I am so excited to learn about their accomplishments in the future. Our
seniors, individually and collectively, have exemplified Oakland Tech’s
vision. They continue to work diligently to accomplish their goals. Their
thoughtfulness, determination, and love of our community are evident in
the way they lead. Members of this class have been called heroes, activists,
humanitarians, superior scholars, and exceptional athletes. All hold true.
We wish them the best of luck and remain confident that the lessons they
have learned about themselves and the world will continue to propel
them toward greatness.

As a group we continue to learn together and work collectively to ensure
that all members of our community receive an equitable, challenging, and
meaningful quality education. This work, although difficult, is needed and
will continue.
I am pleased to be able to share that Oakland Tech’s after-school program
has received funding for next year. I am so happy that we will be able to
offer our students a full after-school experience. Our new after-school
program manager, Miss Andrea Perez, has many exciting ideas that she
will be able to execute. Our priorities continue to be providing enriching
extracurricular activities to students, as well as tutoring that will help them
be more successful academically.
The administrative team would like to say thank you to each and every
parent or guardian who has entrusted their child to us, and to each and
every teacher and staff member who has devoted their time to serving
Oakland Tech students. We’d like to thank our Community Partners for
providing services to our students that supplement the education we
provide. A huge Bulldog thank you to our PTSA. We could not do the things
that we do for students and teachers without you. We would like you to
know that you are truly appreciated. We can look forward to working
together to build a stronger Oakland Tech community.
Until next year! Enjoy your summer.
–Staci Morrison, Co-Principal. ■

Seniors Shine at Annual Scholarship Ceremony Meet Amy
On Wednesday, June 5, Oakland Tech held its
annual scholarship ceremony for the class of 2017.
Seniors who had been awarded scholarships
were recognized and several representatives from
the community were present to recognize their
scholarship recipients.
Pictured here is Ora Lee Brown, a resident of Oakland
who has been personally funding scholarships
for Oakland students for twenty-nine years, with
OT senior Melissa Arellano-Ozuna. Ms. Brown
presented Melissa with a $40,000 scholarship. She
will be attending SF State University.

Ora Lee Brown presents the scholarship she
created 29 years ago with OT senior Melissa
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Thooraya Mused (pictured with two members of the
Stephen Brown Memorial Scholarship Committee)
and Jasmine Brown are this year’s recipients of
the Stephen Brown Memorial Scholarship. This
scholarship, given in memory of Stephen Brown
who was a beloved and tireless PTSA volunteer, is
awarded annually to two young women who are
planning a future in a STEM (science, technology,
engineering, or math) field. Each received $2,500.
Other students received the Marcus Foster
Scholarship, the League of Women Voters Eden
Area– Eleanor Parker Scholarship (named in honor
of a Tech alum from the
class of 1944), the East Bay
College Fund, the Institute
of International Education,
the Posse Foundation, and
the Port of Oakland.
The
atmosphere
was
festive and celebratory
as the recipients enjoyed
their hard earned rounds
of applause! We wish them
Thooraya Mused with two members of the Stephen
all the best in their future
Brown Memorial Scholarship Committee
endeavors. ■

Martinez, Tech’s
“H-N” Counselor

When a person overcomes a challenge,
sometimes she keeps going and never
looks back. But sometimes, she may
pause and realize that she is in a position
to help others facing
that same challenge.
That pause may
shape her life. That
is what happened
to Amy Martinez.
Her parents told
her that she would
go to college, but
since they hadn’t gone themselves, they
couldn’t really guide her. At the time,
she felt very much on her own. She now
wants to make sure others in similar
situations get the guidance and support
they need, from her (if their last name
begins with H-N), or from one of Tech’s
Continued on page 2
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Ms. Martinez
Continued from page 1

other two counselors: Susheela Moonsamy (A-G)
and Jacqueline Johnson (O-Z).
Ms. Martinez grew up outside of San Diego and
graduated from Escondido High School, roughly
the size of Tech, and predominately Latino.
After graduating from UC Santa Cruz with a
degree in Environmental Studies, she earned a
science teaching credential from Cal State San
Marcos and moved to the Bay Area. Her five
years teaching science at Edna Brewer Middle
School were great but exhausting. Ready for a
change, she got a Masters in Counseling, with a
credential in school counseling, at Cal State East
Bay in 2014 and landed her job at Tech right after
graduation. Part of her training was in the social
and emotional aspects of counseling. Knowing
how to talk with different kinds of people and
how to be a good listener are important skills to
have in her work at Tech.
With a caseload of 500 students (the American
School Counseling Association recommends
a student to counselor ratio of 250 to 1!), Ms.
Martinez doesn’t get to know all her students,
but she tries to meet with each of them at least
once a year and to make sure that they all get
the college guidance and support they need. As
she explained, “I didn’t have any help other than
my parents telling me I would go to college. I am
organized and thorough and I was able do the
applications on my own, but a lot of my friends
couldn’t navigate getting in and getting through
in four years. I want to help students who are
similar to me find their path.” Ms. Martinez helps

students pick their classes each year from 10th12th grade and stay on track for graduation. She
does presentations in classrooms on graduation
requirements, the college application process,
and career options and majors. She helps plan
the “Road to College” informational events with
Tech’s PTSA College Mentoring Committee and
she helps organize the “College Crunch” weeks,
financial aid workshops, and Community College
Week. In addition to meeting with students in
and outside of the classroom, Ms. Martinez does
a lot of work behind the scenes including writing
letters of recommendation, compiling the
school profile which is sent with each student’s
transcript, and writing reports for private schools
and letters to community colleges.
After spending ten minutes with Ms. Martinez in
her cozy office, you realize that she really loves
her job. Even though fall is her busiest time of
the year, she says that it is “my favorite time—
even with all the stress! I love the College Crunch
weeks! I love talking with all the kids—whoever
drops in and needs help. I do a lot of writing at
home, on the weekends, and over most of the
Thanksgiving and Winter breaks!” And, when
students come to her office to report on their
successes, she celebrates with them. “One just
came in with news of $16,000 in scholarship
aid from the East Bay College Fund and invited
me to the ceremony. I pushed her to apply for
it. That just made my day!” She loves the kids,
the diversity of the school, and her colleagues,
adding, “Tech is a fantastic community. There is
such great support here—the administration,
the teachers, all the support staff. As a counselor,
you really get to know people all over the school.”
Tech is not without its challenges, including the

From the ASB President,

Grace Vaughan Brekke

As the year comes to an end, I cannot think of how
grateful I am to have grown up in such a supportive,
caring, awesome diverse community. Oakland and
Oakland Tech are truly like no other, and I am so
happy I have been able to develop into the person
I am today within its walls. Personally, next year is going to be different. I
will not be seeing a wide array of skin tones, religions, backgrounds, nor
hearing unique, differing, strong and intelligent opinions nor languages
at my school. Yes, I am overjoyed to be moving away, and going to
college next year, but I think many of my peers will agree with me that
our experience in college will not be like the spirited, diverse, influential,
and humbling experience that we have had at Oakland Tech.

crazy counselor to student ratio (which is better
than it was a few years ago!), but she finds her
work with the students very rewarding. “I get to
bring light to the fact that a lot of great families
and kids live in Oakland and come to Tech.
People often have a misperception of Oakland,
and I get to correct that.”
When asked for her top three pieces of advice to
students, she offered:

• Start researching colleges early! Don’t wait

until fall of your senior year to start thinking
about where you will apply.

• Hit the ground running sophomore year. 10th
and 11th grades are the most important for
your grades. Be focused!

• If you have financial need and have a 3.0

unweighted GPA for 10th-11th grades, you
qualify for a Cal Grant which will cover tuition for
all four years at a state school. A lot of students
qualify for this and it can make the difference
between going to college and not going.

Her advice for parents is:

• Help your students with deadlines. They are

still learning how to be adults and they aren’t
the best at reading their emails and might
miss deadlines. Remind them to check their
portals! Showing you care is important.

• Check their AERIES!

Tech is very lucky to have Ms. Martinez on its
counseling team—someone who knows what it
is like to be the first in a family to go to college,
likes talking with and listening to students, and
works extremely hard to make sure that all kids
at Tech get the chance to graduate and go on to
college. Thank you, Ms. Martinez! ■

“Stand By Me,” and during our multiple dance performances and inspiring
speeches. This past Multicultural Day represented all of the diversity and
love that Oakland Tech has to share, and the student government is
appreciative of all the support we received from Oakland Tech’s staff and
our greater student body when putting this event together.
Next year’s student government officials have been decided, and you
fine readers will be graced (pun intended) with the continued presence
of Tiffany Tong, but now as the ASB President! We have some new faces,
in student government too, and hope that Oakland Tech students will
continue to be involved in their community and active in sharing opinions
about the changes they wish to make and the information they need.

It is bittersweet for me to say goodbye to Oakland Tech. I have grown as an
individual while here. I have been fortunate to learn more about myself,
the lives and struggles of people around me, and expand my knowledge
in every way, shape, and form. It has been a wonderful learning place for
me, and I am going to miss the diverse, yet close community that I have
To conclude this year’s student government office is difficult. I was created behind those pillars. However, I am also looking forward to the
fortunate enough to work with some of the hardest working, most future, of stepping into the unknown, being on my own, and using the
dedicated, and loyal people at Oakland Tech who regardless of rain or skills I have found and created while at Oakland Tech to guide me on a path
shine, or difficult circumstances, came through and put in 100% effort. toward achieving my goals.
A prime example of that is the Multicultural Field Day we put on, on
Thursday May 25th. The Field Day illustrated how welcoming Oakland Thank you so much to all of the parents, teachers, staff, administration,
Tech students are. When the Oakland International High School students students, pencils, erasers, keyboards, jammed printers, working printers,
came, how polite, civically charged and intelligent Oakland Tech students and love at Oakland Tech that have made this school year so successful.
were. And again when the Mayor spoke. How tight knit our diverse Thank you!
community truly was during Ms. Don and Mr. Price’s performance of Grace Vaughan Brekke, ASB President 2016-17 ■
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What’s Up on the
Upper Campus?

More Awards!

Ahmad Mabry raised awareness about the issue
On May 22, 1017, Oakland Unified School of healthcare in underserved communities.
District held its 4th Annual Community Isaac Lo Tran researched the impact of the
Ready Awards for college bound seniors. refugee experience on Vietnamese living in
Thirty amazing seniors were selected to the United States.
by Marsha Rhynes
present before an audience of community Congratulations to our Young Leaders
Kudos to Upper Campus Student Morgan
members, parents, and others. Special guests, and Achievers! Successful Upper Campus
Ward, Poetry Out Loud County 1st Place
Mayor Libby Schaaf, and newly appointed Tutoring Program
Champion!
Superintendent Kayla Johnson-Trammell Peer Tutoring on the Upper Campus has a
Oakland Tech Upper congratulated our students.
purpose and students with a passion for both
Campus junior Morgan
The
voices
of
Oakland
seniors
were
powerful
learning and supporting others to carry out
Ward is a huge fan of
as
they
presented
their
Capstone
Projects
that passion. Each Tuesday and Thursday after
poetry. Growing up as an
at
the
ceremony.
OT
Upper
Campus
seniors
school in Room 7 on the Upper Campus, young
inner-city youth, she says
that poetry has always Amahd Mabry and Janie Chen received special people receive help in English, Physiology,
been
a
therapeutic awards as did Tech senior Isaac Lo Tran. Janie Chemistry, Geometry, Algebra 1, Algebra 2,
coping method for her. Chen researched how the Asian American History and Spanish. They also receive support
She is also a performer Experience fits into the fight against racism. for project-based learning assignments with
the added support of one-on-one
with Destiny Arts Youth
tutoring.
Morgan Ward performing at
Performance Company
the Alameda County Poetry
Student Jayla Turner says, “ Mr. Marcus
and is working on a show
Out Loud Competition
Bailey was really determined to help
to make people aware of
struggling students receive the support
the day-to-day challenges youth face. Art is a
they need. His perseverance made this
great way not only to get important messages
program happen.” The program is the
out to people—but to create change.
brainchild of Student Support Specialist
Morgan won the Poetry Out Loud competition
Marcus Bailey. Mr. Bailey says, “I just
at the county level this year. Her parents
see young people every day who are
were both there to watch Morgan receive
making progress. I see a change in the
her award and an honorarium of two
classroom with students more focused
hundred dollars. In addition, the nominating
as a result of the additional tutoring
teacher, Ms. Rhynes, also received one
support.”
hundred dollars for classroom supplies.
Morgan advanced to the state level in the
spring and represented Oakland Tech in this
competition. Congratulations Morgan!

Interview with
Athletic Director
Jim Coplan
BB: What is your
background and how
did you get to Tech?
JC: As a native of the East Bay,
and particularly Oakland, I
have a strong attachment
to the city and Oakland
Tech. Other than short
interludes, like Army service,
I have lived all my life here, and I currently live
in Crocker Highlands. Working as a teacher
and athletic director is my second career. After
graduating from Sonoma State, I went into
public relations, and then spent 25 years first as
director of member services and then assistant
executive director for the Commonwealth Club
of California in San Francisco. After leaving the
Commonwealth Club, I enrolled at San Francisco
State for my English teaching credential.
Following a semester of student teaching at
Skyline, I joined the faculty at Oakland Tech
SUMMER 2017 | BULLDOG BYTES

Janie Chen, Ahmad Mabry, and Lo Tran receive Oakland Community
Ready Awards

in 2004, teaching primarily English language
development (ELD). I became Tech’s athletic
director in late 2008. I stepped down from
teaching in 2011, but have continued in my role
as athletic director.
BB: How big is our athletic program?
JC: Our athletic program, like our
school, is the largest in the district, with
not only the largest number of league
sports, but also club sports not found
on other Oakland campuses. Tech has
32 league teams, plus three club sports,
serving 600-700 student athletes, with
room for more in a number of sports.
BB: What were this year’s highlights?

Thanks to all the students involved.
Have a great summer! ■

and baseball competed in the Transbay
Tournaments against Washington and Lowell
respectively, losing in close games. Girls
lacrosse was admitted into the North Coast
Section this year as an independent team, and
will join an NCS league next year. Boys lacrosse
is expected to follow in the next two years. For
the first time in nearly ten years, we had a
bowling team in 2016.
BB: How hard is it is to get on a team at Tech,
and can students without a lot of experience
still join?
JC: Opportunities for Oakland Tech students to
participate in organized sports are great. Many of
our teams welcome all comers, with tryouts only
for those sports that are especially popular—like
soccer for example, where as many as 60 girls try
out. Other sports that hold tryouts include girls
volleyball, boys and girls basketball, baseball
and softball. Club sports have proven especially
popular, with both boys and girls participating in
rowing and ice hockey, as well as lacrosse.

JC: We finished first or second in boys and
girls cross country, boys and girls golf and
tennis, girls varsity volleyball, boys and girls
varsity basketball, boys and girls varsity and
JV soccer, varsity baseball, softball, boys
and girls swimming, and boys and girls track
and field. Our boys varsity basketball team
was sixth in the Bay Area at one point, and BB: Where does Tech stand in the OAL?
went undefeated in league play. Girls varsity JC: Within the Oakland Athletic League (OAL),
soccer, softball and varsity baseball teams Oakland Tech teams are highly competitive.
also went undefeated in the OAL, and softball
Continued on page 7
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From 2015-2017
PTSA President

Thankful to
Be of Service
Believe it or not, we are at the end
of another successful school year. I am truly thankful to
have been of service to the Oakland Technical High School
Community as PTSA President for the past two years. The
goals for my second term were to strengthen our unit’s
advocacy for and engagement of all families while building
school spirit. In the 2016-2017 school year, our community
has been challenged to dive into the topics of inclusion,
equity, and advocacy for all families in our community. The
conversations that have been generated in our community
this year have taken many of us out of our comfort zones.
It is my belief that change is uncomfortable yet needed for
growth. I am proud to be a part of a community that feels
safe enough to share, learn, and grow together. Oakland
Tech is a great educational community because we are a
community of teachers, staff, students, and parents willing
to be of service. As I end my term as President of the PTSA,
I am truly proud and thankful to be of service to such a
wonderful community and I am excited to witness its
continued growth.
I am honored to pass the torch of leadership to the President
Elect-Laura Impellizziri and the incoming board. I would like
to welcome to the Oakland Tech PTSA Board Chiconda Davis
(VP Communications), Tarsha Jordan (VP Membership), and
Wendy Woolpert (Secretary). Thank you to our outgoing
board members Jana Good (VP Communications) and Tracey
Packer (VP Membership) for their leadership and service.
I would like to send well wishes to the Class of 2017 as they
transition into the next stage of their lives. May your college
or career paths be full of success.
Enjoy your summer.

Yours in Service, Nadirah Stills • Oakland Tech PTSA
President, 2015-2017 ■

From Incoming
2017–18
PTSA President,
Laura
Impellizzeri
4

The PTSA Development Team is full of ideas and already looking
forward to the new school year.
• Next year, you can expect a new emphasis on “sustaining donations”
to the Annual Fund. If more families could give $20, $50 or $100 per
month, we’d make great strides towards our ongoing financial needs.
• HELP with a very special party! New for next year! There is discussion
of holding a “Hall Of Fame” Dinner in the fall which will have Bulldog
Pride and fundraising implications. If you’d like to recognize OT’s
venerable alumni, you can join this Hall of Fame Dinner exploratory
team.
• There is also a plan to work with the Performing Arts at OT. If you’d
like to help build audiences for our talented students, we’ve got some
opportunities for you.
Have you got more ideas? We want to hear them! The PTSA is
always looking for ways to support the school with funding,
volunteering and good ideas. Send your thoughts to Christopher
Frost, development@OaklandTech.com ■

Announcing the 2017-18 PTSA Board
Thank you to the following parents for agreeing to be on the PTSA Board
next school year. We appreciate your service to the community!

PRESIDENT

Laura Impelliziri
VICE PRESIDENT
OF DEVELOPMENT

VICE PRESIDENT
OF PROGRAMS

Helena Starc
VICE PRESIDENT OF
COMMUNICATIONS

Christopher Frost

Chiconda Davis

DIRECTOR OF
MEMBERSHIP

Elizabeth Ross

FINANCIAL
SECRETARY

Yata Davis

Tarsha Jordan

Cecile Chenevey
HISTORIAN

Mike Aronson

TREASURER

PARLIAMENTARIAN

RECORDING
SECRETARY

Wendy Woolpert

I’m honored to have the chance to serve the Oakland Tech
community as President of the OT PTSA in 2017-2018. I’m passionate
about ensuring that the organization fulfills its mission to have a
positive impact on the lives of all children and families, and I’m
excited to build on the foundation set by Tech administrators and
staff and by earlier PTSA leaders. The priorities I see for the busy
year ahead include continuing the organization’s work on equity,
inclusion and communication, and helping preserve essential
after-school programs. But I’d like to hear more from all of you
about your hopes for our community. I have a daughter in the
class of 2018, and my two older children are in college. Please do
get in touch: president@oaklandtech.com ■
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Steppin’ out in Oaktown Was a Huge Success!
The largest PTSA fundraiser is the annual
auction and gala. This year’s event was
a huge success and a good time was had
by all! The theme of the gala was Steppin’
out in Oaktown, which was fitting for
the new venue, the California Ballroom
in downtown Oakland. The space was
decorated with large photos of Oakland
and OT from years past. The event raised
over $92,000 which will all be added to
the PTSA’s budget for the 2017-18 school
year. At each auction we raise the paddle
for a cause that will benefit a large group
of students. This year we Raised the Paddle
for field trips and the money raised will be
earmarked for that purpose.

the Bar Lead extraordinaire, and Kathleen
McNulty and John and Ben Bissell, for
pitching in where needed and for the full
time check out shifts year after year. As they
“graduate” from OUSD, their dedication
and efforts on behalf of our students and
community will be sorely missed.
And finally, thanks to our students and
staff, especially Ted Allen and the OT
Jazz Ensemble, the 2017 Oakland Tech
Leadership, under the guidance of teacher
Sonja Traveck, Casey Fern and the Tech
Techies.
We saw how much Bulldogs like to party!
You are in luck as there are still open spots
for some of the super fun parent hosted
events including Get Your Jiggy On, the
Fall Harvest party and others. If you know
any incoming 9th grade families, share the
link with them as this is a great way to meet
people in our community. Buy your spot on
line at https://oaklandtech.schoolauction.
net/auction2017/catalog. Hurry while spots
last.

In addition to parents, caregivers and
alumni, many teachers and staff attended
the event and closed down the place!
Guests dined on delicious BBQ from
Everrett & Jones (an OT family!), sucked
back great cocktails and enjoyed music
from the OT Jazz Ensemble followed by
tunes spun by DJ Lamar Hancock. The
dance floor was packed showing that not
only teenagers like to (and know how to) It is not too early to start planning for next
year, so if you are interested in getting
get down!
involved, please let us know!
A very special thank you to Sarah and Mike
Mages for their years of leading the on-line Jenny Berg and Elizabeth Falkner
auction and check-out, to Carroll Moore, 2017 Auction Co-Chairs ■
This year the PTSA formed an Advocacy
Committee to highlight local schoolboard
elections and pending state legislation
relating to charter schools. PTA, the
oldest and largest volunteer child advocacy
association in the United States, takes
positions on important educational issues
and the CA PTA lobbies the state legislature
on behalf millions of children and families in
California. The proliferation of charter schools
(schools that receive government funding
but operate independently of the established
public school system and the elected School
Boards that oversee them) has had a huge
impact on urban school districts in our state
and here in Oakland. The California PTA is
supporting the following bills currently in the
CA Legislature and is urging its members to
contact their representatives to urge them to
support them as well:
1. AB 406 (McCarty) For-Profit Charter
Schools The bill expresses the intent
of the legislature to prohibit a charter
school from entering into a contract or
SUMMER 2017 | BULLDOG BYTES

This event would not have been
possible without the hard work
of many volunteers who put in
countless hours of work. Special
recognition is given to our core
auction team:
Linda Basham
Jenny Berg
Jodie Berger
Terry Cullinane
Morris Dye
Elizabeth Falkner
Julie Glass
Jana Goode
Cindy Hunt
Paul Kagiwada
Kevin Kenny
Craig Lauderdale
Stephanie Lee
Sue Lehman
Sharon Lipping
Kathleen McNulty
Nancy Murr
Sabina Ott
Rebecca Petty
Teresa Tauchi

agreement with a for-profit entity to
students, and the per pupil state funding that
manage or operate a charter school.
leaves with them.
2. SB 808 (Mendoza) Charter Schools:
District 15 Tony Thurmond
Chartering Authorities and Approvals
Includes parts of Oakland- Rockridge,
The bill gives greater control to local
Montclair Hills as far south as the
school boards to approve and revoke
intersection of Joaquin Miller and Skyline,
charter school petitions.
Dimond, Oakmore, Shepherd’s Canyon,
Piedmont Pines.
3. AB 1360 (Bonta) Charter Schools:
Honorable Tony Thurmond, 1515 Clay
Admissions and Pupil Discipline The bill
Street, Ste. 2201, Oakland, CA 94612, (510)
would prohibit discriminatory admissions
286-14001.
practices and ensure due process in pupil
discipline at charter schools.
District 18 Rob Bonta
Includes Alameda; much of Oakland (West,
4. AB 1478 (Jones-Sawyer) Charter
Central and East); San Leandro.
Schools: Conflict of Interest The bill
Honorable Rob Bonta, 1515 Clay Street,
expressly states that charter schools
Ste. 2204, Oakland, CA 94612, 510) 286-167
and entities managing charter schools
are subject to the Brown Act, the Public
Senate District 9 Nancy Skinner
Records Act, the Political Reform Act, and
Includes Richmond, Berkeley, Oakland, and
Government Code 1090.
San Leandro
Honorable Nancy Skinner, 1515 Clay Street,
PLEASE, take a moment to call or write your
Ste. 2201, Oakland, CA 94612, 510) 286CA Representative and Senator to voice your
1400 ■
support of these bills! Our district cannot
afford to lose to charter schools more
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Tech Bulldogs Hit the Big
Time in Transbay Series
After an off-the-charts season that crowned both teams 2017 Oakland
Athletic League champions, Tech’s Bulldog Girls Softball and Boys
Varsity Baseball teams swung for the benches in the annual Transbay
series in mid-May. Pitted against the reigning San Francisco teams —
the Washington Eagles for the girls and the Lowell Cardinals for the
boys — our Bulldogs battled valiantly, getting close, but not quite close
enough, to nab the wins.
For the girls, Game 1 at Chabot College was one for the ages, with the
Eagles capturing the 10-9 win in an epic 10-inning battle. Game 2 at San
Francisco State was another nail-biter with 4-3 win by the Eagles.

Boys baseball team in a huddle at the Coliseum before the Transbay Tournament
Tech boys baseball team runs onto the field at
the Coliseum

Girls softball team with their coach

Meanwhile, the Boys Varsity Baseball team faced off against the
Cardinals for Game 1 at the Oakland Coliseum with Rickey Henderson
(Tech alum and Hall of Famer) and Bip Roberts (Skyline alum and All
Star) throwing out the ceremonial first pitches. It was a close one with
lots of ups and downs, but ultimately Tech lost 4-6. Game 2 at SF State
was another solid game with the Cardinals pulling out a win 3-0.
Congratulations to Tech’s OAL champs (including Boys JV). You did your
Bulldog family proud! ■

Ride for a
Reason
By Paul Vetter
Volunteers scrambled in the pre-dawn on
Saturday, May 20 at Oakland Tech, setting up
lights, tables, water, snacks, and coffee. OT’s
Dr. Augustine staffed the bag drop station
where riders dropped gear bags with a change
of clothes. Cyclists trickled in to grab their
map, bib number, extra water bottle, and a
bit of food — then off into the grey morning
light, red taillights blinking. Their destination:
Sacramento, the State Capitol, where the
California Legislature meets. Other riders
arrived by 7:30 to board buses and trucks to
leapfrog them to Vacaville for a shorter version
of the ride. State Assembly member Tony
Thurmond arrived to greet constituents and
speechify a bit on the importance of public
education. Assembly member Thurmond will
be running for State Superintendent of Public
Instruction in 2018, and he knows that Ride
for a Reason is a good crowd of involved local
people to impress. It was Ride for a Reason 2017
— the ninth annual ride which benefits seven
OUSD schools this year with its fundraising.

6

year’s event raised more than $120,000, and
in the nine years of Ride for a Reason, it has
contributed almost $750,000 to schools.
The ride attracted more than 260 cyclists of all
abilities, from speedy, spandex-clad triathletes
and racers to first-time distance riders. “It’s a
great event for people who have never done
an endurance event like this before, and we
have lots of training support for people in that
boat. Some of our most dedicated riders each
Ride for a Reason seeks to make a statement year are people who have never ridden this
on behalf of California’s students, and it’s far, and get inspired by this thing,” says ride
a simple message: more money for public organizer Paul Vetter.
education. It’s past time for California to regain Riders aged 4 to 80—including OT students
national leadership in public education. By and teachers—banged out miles from
one measure, California is 41st in the nation Oakland (or Vacaville) to the Capitol in
in per-pupil spending by state. The organizers Sacramento. Cyclists (supported by more than
of Ride for a Reason think that stinks, and that 40 volunteers—huzzah!) chewed through
improving public education should start with hundreds of sandwiches, popsicles, sodas, and
fully funding schools. Why should things like snacks to power through the hours of riding,
school libraries, art and music classes, basic burning through about 900,000 calories.
sports equipment, counselors, and computer The weather was cooperative, if a little warm
equipment be unaffordable luxuries for and breezy, and ride organizers reported no
public schools? They shouldn’t be. But in serious injuries beyond some skinned knees
many cases, California’s schools depend on and a bee sting.
private fundraising efforts, which leaves many
Ride for a Reason organizers (who include
schools and students to do without. Ride
parents and staff members from all of the
for a Reason seeks to change this model by
schools) are planning for a bigger and
benefitting schools which don’t
celebratory tenth year ride in 2018, and
have big fundraising capability,
anticipate adding one or two more Oakland
equally sharing its fundraising
schools. R4R could use more help. If you’re into
income, and lobbying on behalf
cycling, public education, political advocacy,
of all students. R4R’s schools are
or philanthropy, you can help. Contact
Emerson Elementary; Claremont,
Oakland Tech parent Paul Vetter at p4vetter@
Edna Brewer, Roosevelt, and
gmail.com and look at http://r4rschools.com if
Westlake Middle Schools; Oakland
you’d like to get involved. R4R depends on its
International
and
Oakland
volunteers! ■
Technical High Schools. This
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From Debra Carter-Kelly
OTHS–TPU Parent Liaison

• Pay utility bills, credit cards bills, and
rent in a timely manner.

Interview with Jim Coplan

They Need Life
Skills Too!

• File a claim for medical or automobile
insurance.

Continued from page 3

• Keep records for income tax and file a
return on time.

• Transportation skills are needed to
You may think you’ve heard all there is to hear
know how to get from point A to point B.
about the importance of life skills, but the
That may mean knowing how to navigate
concept takes on a new urgency when your
through rush hour or understanding how
son announces that he’s ready to move out. It
to use a GPS and knowing how to navigate
becomes even more urgent the first time he
an unfamiliar city is important.
calls you to announce he’s run out of money,
forgotten to put oil in his car, or clogged the • Goal setting Whether it’s weight related
or an interest in working up the corporate
plumbing of his new home.
ladder, goal setting skills are essential.
Teenagers and young adults may resist direct
Teach your teen how to establish a goal.
efforts to teach skills, usually because the
Then, talk about how to put together an
lessons sound too much like lectures. You may
action plan.
find it helpful to sit down and make your own
list of the skills your son will need once he is • Time management so make sure your
teen learns how to budget his time and get
no longer living at home. (It’s even better to
his work done independently.
do this when your son is fifteen or sixteen and
• The ability to deal with other
you have a few years to work on it!)
emergencies. A grease fire, a serious
Always keep in mind the lessons you want your
injury, or natural disasters are just a few
son to learn; be sure your actions encourage
of the emergencies your teen is likely to
him to develop self-reliance, confidence, and
encounter at one point or another. Make
respect. Coddling your son and cleaning up
sure your teen knows what to do when
his messes may seem loving, but you may not
the power is out or the cellphone towers
be teaching him to make it on his own.
are down. Kids who have grown up with
In fact, many teens are becoming ‘boomerang
technology often forget that in times of
kids’ because they lack life skills. They struggle
true emergency, electronics aren’t always
to get by without the financial, physical, and
available.
emotional support of their families as young
adults. No matter what your teen plans, there • Basic household management such
as basic meal preparation, simple repairs,
are certain life skills needed. Ask yourself
laundry and how to sanitize a bathroom.
whether your child can handle the following
You
can teach these skills to your children by
tasks:
inviting
them to work with you as you do them.
• Read care instructions in clothing and
Or
you
can
begin putting together a notebook
wash and dry them properly.
of suggestions and information that they can
• Iron a shirt and slacks.
reference. You can include favorite family
recipes, the names of doctors and dentists,
• Sew on a button and mend a seam.
family addresses and phone numbers, and
• Compare prices, quantity, and
other information you believe will be helpful.
quality when grocery shopping.
Pass it forward to the next generation!
• Prepare at least six nutritious meals from
Make the decision this summer to raise your
scratch.
child’s self-esteem. I know you are asking
• Operate and maintain common
how can I do this? Just subscribe to the
household appliances.
newsletter by email: debracarter-kelly@
sbcglobal.net or by texting your email to (510)
• Check the oil and tire pressure on an
463-1163.
automobile.
Together we will discover 101 parenting tips,
• Decide what to do in case of illness or a
101 mother/daughter smart tips and 101
medical emergency.
mother/son smart tips. ■
• Locate a doctor or dentist.

Unfortunately, in many sports, the level of
league competition remains low. The league is
attempting to upgrade, by putting emphasis on
middle school sports and adding other schools
to what was for decades a six-school league.
With new schools in the OAL and a charter school
league, the Oakland Section is up to about 26
schools. Still, compared to another section, like
the North Coast Section with several hundred
schools, Oakland remains particularly small. This
can alter the competitive nature for less popular
sports—boys golf, for example, had only Tech
and Skyline. The same was true for tennis. I know
this can be frustrating for students and parents,
with a number of parents expressing their
concerns with both the school and league.
BB: How are teams funded?
JC: Funding of sports begins with the OAL. Each
team is given a budget of $450 for equipment
needs, and the league provides funding for
buses and vans, officials, coaches stipends and
uniforms. In addition, Oakland Tech athletes
are fortunate to benefit from a generous grants
program of the PTSA. The athletic grants fund
from the PTSA has been $15,000 for the past
two years. In addition, the Boosters Club usually
raises between $2,000 and $3,000 from the fall
pancake breakfast which goes to host awards
banquets in the fall, winter, and spring. Twice
yearly, the Boosters Club reviews grant requests,
and most sports—including club sports and
the athletic department—have received PTSA
grants. Further, the Boosters Club is currently
considering funding secured from the auction,
as well as the Bay Area Sports Hall of Fame, to
determine how it might be used for a project to
benefit the greatest number of students. Ideas
include an upgraded weight room, exercise area,
or press box.
BB: What would you like to add to the program
if you had more funds?
JC: Our goals, moving forward, include
development of a new softball field for our
girls to use at Emerson School, and new turf
for the athletic field, both of which have been
scheduled for this summer and we hope will
come to fruition. We are not anticipating the
addition of other new sports, although we
had an opportunity to add a water polo team
three years ago but could not get clearance
from Parks and Recreation to use the pool. Our
athletic field remains in high demand from the
entire community, in addition to the sports
here at Oakland Tech, and we continue to be an
important part and contributing member of the
Temescal community. ■

People of the Water

• Balance a bank statement or access an
online statement to manage his account.
• Prepare a resume, fill out a job
application, and conduct a successful job
interview.
• Understand a lease or legal agreement.
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Sources: Your Son’s Life Skills and
Independence from familyeducation.com and
7 Life Skills Your Teen Needs to Be Independent
by Denise Witmer and updated by Amy
Morin, LCSW.
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Congratulations to Tech’s 2017-18 Student Government Officers!
SOPHOMORE CLASS

SENIOR CLASS

PRESIDENT Samuel Getachew

PRESIDENT Latrell Ray

VICE-PRESIDENT Abriella Terrazas

VICE-PRESIDENT Aidan McNulty

SECRETARY Caitlyn Pulisuk
TREASURER Keiley Thompson
HISTORIAN Lucia Pillers

ASSOCIATED/ALL STUDENT BODY (ASB)
PRESIDENT Tiffany Tong
VICE-PRESIDENT Hewlett Pham

JUNIOR CLASS

SECRETARY Davie Richman

PRESIDENT Corinna Basch

TREASURER Kathy Liang

VICE-PRESIDENT Jonathan Chao

HISTORIAN Isabel Torrence

SECRETARY Carson Lang

Please note that the application process
and elections for the Class of 2021
(incoming freshmen) will take place
immediately at the beginning of the new
school year.

TREASURER Kate Wood
HISTORIAN Jason Dao

Many thanks to PIEDMONT COPY on Piedmont Ave. for generously donating part of the cost of printing this newsletter.
Please consider them for your copy needs!
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