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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:   All Staff 

FROM:  Oakland Athletic League 

DATE:   October 12, 2017 

SUBJECT:  Recommended Air Quality Index Procedures 

 
 

 
AIR QUALITY INDEX PROCEDURES 

 
NOTIFICATION 

A. The forecasted Air Quality Reading is a Forecast and is not necessarily accurate as of “real time” conditions. 

When questions regarding continuance of Athletic practices and/or games as result of Air Quality, site 

athletic administrators can consult Concurrent Conditions on the government air quality website (managed 

by the Environmental Protection Agency) at http://www.airnow.gov.  

1. When necessary, on days when the forecasted reading exceeds a Health Advisory (Purple Level), a 

“real-time” call for Athletics will be made. For Athletics, a “real-time” decision will be made at a 

reasonable time for any change in health advisory level in which an athletic event(s) could change. 

The threshold for Athletic Event(s) is an Air Quality Index (AQI) of 200+.  This call will be made 

by the Executive Director of Athletics. 

2. The “real-time” call is made to ensure the safety of our students. And, to ensure our students are not 

needlessly denied participation opportunities. There are times when the AQI goes from an Orange 

Level to a Purple Level and there are times AQI goes from Purple Level to Orange Level. For 

example, during the winter months’ air quality is worse in the morning however the air quality 

generally improves as the day goes on. During the warmer months, the air quality is worse in the 

afternoon hours due to increased heat; as the day goes on the air quality can get worse. 

PROCEDURES 
 The Following actions shall be taken in accordance with the Air Quality Index: 

B. Health Advisory 
1. Athletic Events:  
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A. The school principal or designee shall check the Air Quality Index to determine suitability 

for athletic practice and/or games. All decisions regarding participation in games and 

practices at an AQI below 200 will be determined by site administration.  

B. If and when the AQI exceeds 200+, the Executive Director of Athletics will notify OUSD 

sites and district office regarding the cancellation of all Athletics events (games and 

practices included).  This announcement will be made in time to give adequate time for 

arrangements to be communicated. 

C. Health Advisory Levels (Air Quality Levels) 

1. Green Level - AQI = 0 to 50 

A. Regular school activities without limitations or modifications 

2. Yellow Level - AQI = 51 to 100 

A. Air quality is acceptable, some pollutants might impact a very small number of people  

B. Make modifications for sensitive students 

3. Orange Level - AQI = 101 to 150 

A. All sensitive student's (asthma, etc.) should avoid strenuous outdoor activities and follow 

the advice of their physician.  

B. Site staff should consider practice and/or game modifications such as (but not limited to) 

shorter practice intervals, increased rest breaks and water breaks. 

4. Red Level - AQI = 151 to 200 

A. All practices should be moved indoors.  

B. All sensitive students should be closely monitored.  

C. All games played outside should be modified.  

D. Games will be played or canceled at site administration’s discretion.  

5. Purple Level - AQI = 201+  

A. When AQI exceeds 200, the Executive Director of Athletics will prohibit all athletic 

practices and contests whether indoor or outdoor. 

 


