
 

October 9, 2017 
 
Dear Oakland Tech and Skyline Communities, 
 
Today we are writing you all to set our expectations for athletic events and update the community about a 
situation that happened between our two school communities during Friday’s football game.   As you may have 
heard, the game between our varsity football teams played at Tech was called off in the third quarter because 
of conflicts between fans, family members entering the field of play, and unsportsmanlike play on the field.  
 
The conflict that developed during the game had its roots earlier in the week, as players from the two teams 
started directing taunts at each other via social media. The low point prior to the game was when four players 
from Tech went to Skyline during lunch looking to fight some of their rivals. Those four players were banned 
from playing - and even attending - the game Friday night. 
 
At the game, the rivalry became far more than just friendly competition, as fans took matters into their own 
hands and the two teams could not keep their emotions under control.  All of this is UNACCEPTABLE. 
 
This is not just a message we want to send to our two schools.  We know that our schools are not unique in 
having the kinds of problems that we experienced last week. We just need everyone to know that the problems 
run contrary to what our schools stand for and they only serve to harm all the people who were involved. 
 
School sports accomplish many things for scholar athletes. Athletics teach teamwork, perseverance, 
dedication, discipline, fair play and many other important qualities that will serve our students well as they 
transition to adulthood. We take great pride in the accomplishments of our students on the fields of play, just as 
we do their accomplishments in the classroom. Oakland Tech and Skyline pride ourselves on creating a 
powerful learning environment for our scholars.  We want all students who desire to play their favorite sport to 
have that privilege and opportunity. But we need all students to understand that football (and any other sport) 
is only a game. It is a game that is a privilege to play, and that privilege can and will be taken away from 
anyone who cannot conduct themselves with restraint, integrity and class. Likewise, attending the games is a 
privilege which can and will be taken away from anyone who cannot keep their behavior under control. 
 
Our two schools, and OUSD as a whole, appreciate and encourage school pride and spirited competition. But 
that’s where it ends. We are, after all, members of the same Oakland family. Many students from our two 
schools have known each other for years, having attended the same elementary or middle schools. And now, 
the only thing that separates them - or any of us - is that we are at different high schools. Students that attend 
these schools often live right next door to each other and we all share a common goal of preparing students for 
success in college, career and community.  
 
The kind of behavior that erupted on Friday night works against our common goal and will be dealt with swiftly. 
Together, we write you today because we will never accept a repeat of the events on Friday night and the days 
leading up to it.  
 
At this point, we do not know what we will do about the prematurely ended game. But know that if we have any 
reason to believe that there will be a repeat of Friday’s behaviors, a rematch will not happen. 
 



 

Lastly, we wanted to inform all of you that there was a shooting near the neighborhood after the game that was 
not connected to the issues at the game that is being investigated by the Oakland Police Department.  We will 
update you all with any pertinent information if it arises out of this investigation.  
 
Together, we thank all of our students and families for realizing that there is absolutely no reason for spirited 
competition to become what it did on Friday. We know that we can work collectively to support all of our 
student-athletes and ensure that any game we have lives up to our core District values, especially Students 
First, Excellence, Integrity and Joy. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Nancy Bloom Staci Ross-Morrison Josue Diaz 
Skyline Principal Oakland Tech Principal Oakland Tech Principal 


