
AP American Government 

AP American Government Summer Assignment for Mr. Baum 
 

Task 1 
 
Your first task is to familiarize yourself with Masterpiece Cakeshop v. Colorado Civil Rights 
Commission and the Supreme Court of the United States (SCOTUS). I recommend one or more 
of the following websites for the case and Wikipedia for the court itself.  
 
aclu.org 
oyez.org 
scotusblog.com 
 
 
Task 2 
 
Your second task is to read the articles about Masterpiece Cakeshop from The New York Times 
and National Review, found at the following links: 
 
https://www.nationalreview.com/2018/06/masterpiece-cakeshop-ruling-religious-liberty-victory/ 
 
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/04/us/politics/supreme-court-sides-with-baker-who-turned-
away-gay-couple.html 
 
 You will then write a blog post on baumgov.blogspot.com in which you: 

1) Identify the main issue behind the Supreme Court case.  
2) Compare and contrast how each sources covers the ruling. Consider the titles of the 

articles, tone, language, style, etc. Does the author seem to favor the ruling? Is the 
author worried? How does each article treat the implications?  

3) Share your views. To what extent do you agree with none of, one of, or both of the 
authors? What are your views on the ruling itself?  

 
 
Task 3 
 
Your third task is to comment on at least two of your classmates’ blog posts in which you agree 
or disagree with their analysis and explain why. Keep your responses within their posts and the 
texts.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nationalreview.com/2018/06/masterpiece-cakeshop-ruling-religious-liberty-victory/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/04/us/politics/supreme-court-sides-with-baker-who-turned-away-gay-couple.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/04/us/politics/supreme-court-sides-with-baker-who-turned-away-gay-couple.html


AP American Government 

A Note on the Blog: 
 
Observe basic etiquette: 

1) Stay on topic and stick to the texts. It is great if you have substantial background 
knowledge on religious freedom jurisprudence but not all of your classmates do.  

2) Refer to and comment on other students’ responses by name. 
3) Agree and disagree with ideas, not people. Always treat your classmates, and their ideas, 

with respect. Profanity, vulgarity, and offensive language is strictly prohibited.  
4) Use the same academic language and tone you will use in class and on papers.  

 
 
Task 4 
 
Your fourth task is to read the first two chapters of the textbook (found in the supplied 
photocopies). I recommend taking detailed notes on key concepts and vocabulary. There will be 
an exam on this material on the first day of school. Your score will represent my first impression 
of you as a student and will serve as an indicator for your placement in the course.  
 
 
Due Dates 
 
You must complete Task 2 by August 1st and Task 3 by August 9th. Your completion of Task 4 
will be apparent with your test score on the first day of school.  
 
 
Contact 
 
Feel free to email me at ethan.baum@ousd.org if you have any questions. It is summer, however, 
so do not expect an immediate reply.    
 
 
One Last Note 
 
You must use a gmail account for the blog. Your OUSD account will not work. 
 

mailto:ethan.baum@ousd.org

