
 
CP English 4 Summer Assignment 

Health Emphasis  

Name: _____________________________________________________ Date:_____________ 

 
The Senior Project is a graduation requirement for all seniors in the Oakland Unified School               
District. The goal of the Senior Project is to give students the opportunity to analyze an issue,                 
take action on that issue, and reflect on what they have learned. The project is one that                 
demonstrates students’ ability to research, write, produce a tangible product, present findings            
to an audience, and reflect on the experience.  
Over the summer, you are required to begin work on your senior project. The following will be                 
due August 13, 2018.  
 
Part 1: Checklist for a strong Research Question: 

● My question is not a yes/no, pro/con question 
● My question allows me to look deeply at the history and/or roots of my topic 
● My question is perspective-based (people have different perspectives about this 

problem/issue and its solutions that I can investigate) 
● My question is one that can be informed by a community or expert perspective through 

my field research 
● My question is genuinely a question - I do not already have an answer to it  
● The problem posed by my question is high impact; it affects a significant number of 

people and/or communities 
● The question is researchable: I will be able to find enough resources and information on 

it to do my research, AND I will need multiple sources to get a complete understanding 
of the topic 

Non-example Revised Question (Example) 

Should marijuana be legal? (pro/con) What are some solutions to the problem of 
mass incarceration due to drug crimes? 

Should athletes go straight into the Nba or go 
to college first? (pro/con, not high impact) 

How does the myth of athletic superstardom 
affect the career goals of youth of color, and 
what should we do about it? 
 

Is more funding for counselors the best way 
to increase high school graduation rates? 
(yes/no, seems like student already has an 
answer to it) 

What are the main causes of students 
dropping out of high school, and what can we 
do about it?  

Why do crickets make noise? (not 
perspective-based, not researchable - could 
answer it with reading just one encyclopedia 
entry) 

What effect does pollution have on native 
species in an urban environment?  
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Part 2: Practice Questions 
For each of the examples below, evaluate whether it is a strong research question or not.  

1. Why are there so many people with anxiety in my school? 
a. Does this question meet all of the criteria?                Yes                          No 
b. If not, what is missing?  

 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
c. Modify the questions to make it stronger:  

 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
2. What is the best kind of car you can get? 

a. Does this question meet all of the criteria?                Yes                          No 
b. If not, what is missing?  

 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
c. Modify the questions to make it stronger:  

 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
3. Why don’t we have classes on practical life skills in schools, like job applications and 

filing taxes, and how does that affect young people?  
a. Does this question meet all of the criteria?                Yes                          No 
b. If not, what is missing?  

 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
c. Modify the questions to make it stronger:  

 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
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4. What is a solution to the problem of food deserts?  
a. Does this question meet all of the criteria?                Yes                          No 
b. If not, what is missing?  

 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
c. Modify the questions to make it stronger:  

 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
5. Homelessness 

a. Does this question meet all of the criteria?                Yes                          No 
b. If not, what is missing?  

 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
c. Modify the questions to make it stronger:  

 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Part 3: My Research Question 
 
Sentence frames for a Research Question: 
What are some solutions to the problem of _____________? 
How does ________________ affect ______________(community/group)?  
What effect does ________________ have on ___________? 
What is a solution to the problem of _____________? 
What are the main causes of ______________ (problem) and what can we do about it?  
 
My research question is: _________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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