
Nicholas--HP and AP Literature and Composition Summer Assignment 
 
June-August—Choose one of the following reading assignments and answer the prompt that accompanies it. In 
completing each writing activity, a simple T Chart will perhaps work best organized on the basis of character or 
theme. However, if you have a system you like, use it: 
 
1.  All the Pretty Horses and The Crossing by Cormac McCarthy. Both these novels (the first two of The Border 
Trilogy) beautifully and tragically capture the end of the Old West and the experience of dispossession that attends 
its final phases. They are also bildungsromans, which means they are coming of age stories that address loss and the 
importance of learning to accept loss as central to the experience of becoming an adult. The horse and the wolf are 
thus integral, yet paradoxical symbols of both freedom and loss. Your assignment is to select key pieces of evidence 
(use quotes and indicate page #: you need 6 pieces of evidence for each book) and then provide close readings of 
this evidence that embed textual details into the analysis to tighten your commentary on the established theme. See 
the example at the end of the assignment if you are not certain about what to do.  
 
2. Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates and Song of Solomon by Toni Morrison: For anyone serious 
about investigating the complexities of the African American experience, the work of Ta-Nehisi Coates and Toni 
Morrison, set side by side, offer great possibility for understanding history and the way it continues to shape the 
present. Coates, for instance, makes a rather startling claim: he writes,  

Perhaps there has been, at some point in history, some great power whose elevation was exempt 
from the violent exploitation of other human bodies. If there has been, I have yet to discover it. 
But this banality of violence can never excuse America, because America makes no claim to the 
banal. America believes itself exceptional, the greatest and noblest nation ever to exist, a lone 
champion standing between the white city of democracy and the terrorists, despots, barbarians, 
and other enemies of civilization. (8) 

Coates criticizes not only America’s less than noble history of “pillaging life,” “flaying backs,” and “chaining 
limbs” to accumulate vast sums of wealth, but suggests these acts of destruction were and are integral to the myth of 
race and the elevation of “whiteness” over other shades--perhaps even a belief that black lives do not matter—so that 
today, Coates laments the difficulty of living in a society that, without warning or provocation, might “deny you and 
me the right to secure and govern our bodies.” In light of these claims, analyze how the experiences of Coates and 
Milkman are shaped by environmental pressures rooted in race and the need to possess human bodies. In the end, 
what do both men reveal about how the fight itself against such forms of possession can be a form of liberation?  As 
preparation to write about these books, gather six substantial pieces of evidence from each (12 total from both 
books) that support the ideas above and then provide analyses for each in which you include important details from 
the evidence, explaining what the speaker says, what it means, and why it matters.  
 
3. Lolita by Vladimir Nabokov and Reading Lolita in Tehran by Azar Nafisi: some misguided acolyte of literary 
criticism from Vanity Fair called Lolita “The only convincing love story of our century.”  Absurd! It is not a love 
story; it is a brilliant fictional study of the problem of utopian perfectionism and how this impulse is rooted in the 
nostalgic yearning for a golden age that does not exist; that has never existed. It is about how beauty and innocence, 
whether that of an adolescent girl or a country verging toward the innocence of liberation from aristocratic 
oppression (in this case, both the Russian Revolution guided by the utopian ideals of Marxism or the Iranian 
Revolution in terms of restoring the caliphate), will perhaps always be ravished, violated, and destroyed by human 
weakness, greed, and passion. Read Lolita first, gathering evidence from throughout the story (6 pieces) that reveals 
the lascivious, lecherous nature of Humbert and the way his all-consuming passion for Lolita dismantles not only 
her world, but the very possibility of beauty and innocence Humbert seeks. Then, turn your attention to Reading 
Lolita in Tehran, a work of non-fiction, and document how the women in the book are oppressed, limited, or even 
destroyed by the theocratic totalitarianism (look this up if you don’t understand) of the Iranian Revolution under 
Ayatollah Khomeini. Like for Lolita, gather evidence from throughout the book (6 pieces) and provide close 
readings in which you explain the meaning of this evidence in terms of these works as a whole. Thus, you should 
have a sum total of 12 pieces of evidence, each of which should be followed by an explanation that relates to the 
topic explained above. All work should be typed and is due on the first day of class. Think of it as your ticket in 
the door! 
 



As I spend a great deal of time traveling in places during the summer where there is service, I will not be able to 
constantly check my email. However, if you have questions or are unsure about some aspect of this assignment, you 
may contact me by email at the following address: brennan.nicholas@ousd.org.  
 
Please follow the format below to complete the above assignment. 
 
Kolya Vlasev 

Mr. Nicholas 

AP Literature / HP Literature (choose appropriate one) 

3 May 2018 

Evidence:  
“The boy, crouched on his nail keg at the back of the room, 
knew he smelled cheese, and more; from where he sat he 
could see the ranked shelves close-packed with the solid, 
squat, dynamic shapes of tin cans whose labels his stomach 
read, not from the lettering, which meant nothing to his mind 
but from the scarlet devils and the silver curve of fish—this, 
the cheese which he knew he smelled and the hermetic meat 
which his intestines believed he smelled coming in 
intermittent gusts momentary and brief between the other 
constant one, the smell and sense just a little of fear because 
mostly of despair and grief, the old fierce pull of blood. He 
could not see the table where the Justice sat and before which 
his father and his father’s enemy (our enemy he thought in 
that despair; ourn! mine and hisn both! He’s my father!). . .” 
(3)  1

Close Reading: 
The mood is conflicted and hungry. The boy 
“smelled the cheese” and “the hermetic meats” of 
the “tin cans whose labels his stomach read” 
because he is illiterate. Like the meat in those 
cans, his poverty seals him off from the 
possibilities and potentials of the world, a fact that 
is made all the more clear by the “fear” he feels, 
the “despair and grief, the old fierce pull of 
blood,” indicating that his conflict lay between his 
uncertain allegiance to his father, which he tries to 
justify with the words “our enemy” and “He’s my 
father!” and his desire to speak the truth in a court 
of law in which his father is accused of the crime 
of burning a man’s barn. Thus, the boy is asked to 
choose between his blood ties to his father and his 
civic role in honoring the laws of the community 
he inhabits. 

Notice how the close reading focuses on the diction of the passage to reveal atmosphere and tone. Notice also how 
key details from the quote are worked in and quoted in the analysis to improve focus and rhetorical effect. Finally, 
take note of how the final comment implicitly connects back to the theme established in the prompt 

1 See “Barn Burning” from The Selected Short Stories of William Faulkner. New York: Modern Library, 1970. 
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