
 

 
 

Oakland Technical High School Student Government 
4351 Broadway 
Oakland, CA 94611 
4 December 2018 
 
 
To the students in Leadership Activities class at Oakland Tech, 
 
Tiffany Tong, ASB President, and Corinna Basch, ASB Vice-President, would like to publicly apologize 
for our actions taken regarding Spirit Week, prior to the event. We, the Student Government, sent out a 
Spirit Day preference poll without consulting the Leadership class, which interrupted and disregarded the 
pre existing plans they had already worked very hard on. We then sent out and publicized the Spirit Week 
flyer before final approval from administrators, while incorrectly marketing Opposite Day. This was due 
to our failure to successfully communicate with the Leadership class and inability to be patient. The 
misunderstanding that may have affected many students was completely our wrong doing, not 
Leadership’s. We take full responsibility.  
 
Because of this, Leadership students received undeserving backlash and negative comments. We 
acknowledge the hard work these students put into running our school’s events, especially since there are 
only eight of them. We greatly appreciate their sacrifice in time and energy hauling tables on Club Day, 
climbing ladders and taping up homecoming decorations, and the countless other things they do 
behind-the-scenes for our schoolmates.  
 
We, Student Government, ask you, Leadership, to hear our sincere apology. We are so sorry for 
prematurely taking action ourselves, instead of communicating and collaborating with you and your ideas 
in preparation for Spirit Week. We also apologize for the negative comments you had to take on, when it 
should have been us who received the backlash. 
 
We hope that with our GroupMe chat, access to our Team Drive, and continuous efforts, we can work 
together to create a safe, fun, and inclusive environment for our 2,022 students. 
 
To the student body at Oakland Tech, 
 
We greatly apologize for causing anger and discomfort with how we marketed Opposite Day. It was a 
complete misunderstanding, and although we were against the idea, we were under the impression that it 
had already been approved. This is completely our fault, for we failed to communicate our concerns. Had 
we communicated these concerns, we would have learned that the idea was not endorsed by anyone, and 
was never approved. The Leadership class was always against it and did not deserve the backlash they 
received. The backlash was a result of Student Government’s inability to communicate. We truly did not 
mean to offend anyone and we are so, incredibly sorry. 
 

 

 



 

 
 

After the misunderstanding was cleared up, the Leadership students and Student Government officers 
immediately agreed upon replacing Monday’s “Opposite Day” with “Twin/Squad Day,” encouraging 
students to link up with one or more schoolmates to dress alike or accordingly. 
 
We, all student leaders, want all students to feel respected and valued. Therefore, if you or anyone you 
know at any time feels excluded, discriminated against, or unsafe, please communicate it with an adult 
you trust, and if you feel comfortable, to us as well. We are always seeking to improve our Student 
Government Association and the culture at our school. 
 
If you would like to be more involved in student-school affairs or have more to say, we extend our 
invitation for you to attend our Student Council Meetings that occur on the first Tuesday of each month, 
during third period, in the school library. We also invite you to our Student Government “Executive” 
Meetings which occur every Monday during lunch. Please contact our ASB President if you plan to 
attend; our location frequently changes. 
 
We also invite you to submit suggestions, comments, or concerns using our Student Feedback Forum 
by visiting tinyurl.com/othsSubmit. You may also submit suggestions to the Leadership class in their 
Leadership box in the attendance office. If you would like to see individual Student Government 
documents, please email our ASB President. We are working on publishing our Student Government 
website so that you can have access to our minutes, as well as other information. To check the attendance 
of our officers, you may visit tinyurl.com/y9yoqgfw 
 
Respectfully yours, 
 

 
Tiffany Tong 
Associated Student Body (ASB) President 
s_tiffany.tong@ousd.org 
(510) 307-6170 
 
 
 
 
 
Michelle Gonzalez 
Advisor, Student Government 
TSA, Culture & Climate 
michelle.gonzalez@ousd.org  

 
Corinna Basch 
Associated Student Body (ASB) Vice-President 
s_corinna.basch@ousd.org  
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