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Paideia – Summer Assignment--- The White Tiger by Aravind Adiga 

 

Name______________________________________________________________ 

 

The White Tiger by Aravind Adiga is a novel set in 21st century India, narrated by an ambitious 
Indian man who has found a way out of his village to create a life for himself in the city of 
Bangalore, where he both brags about his accomplishments and reflects on their price . . . to the 
Premier of China . . . via several late night emails. 
 

1. Purchase the book, The White Tiger by Aravind Adiga (Simon & Schuster). If this is not 
possible, please see Ms. Joe in room A-4 to borrow a copy. 
 

2. Read the first three chapters, “The First Night,” “The Second Night,” and “The Fourth 
Morning.” Do not read the whole book, as we will continue it when we join together as a 
whole community.  
 

3. Take notes on the first three chapters which can be used on a quiz on the first day of 
school. You will not be able to use your book for this quiz. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



History Vocabulary              Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

DIRECTIONS: Define these terms with definitions that will be workable for a discussion of 
history and politics: 

1. Alliance 

2. Autonomy 

3. Belligerent 

4. Centralization 

5. Constitutional 

6. Conservatism 

7. Coup 

8. Democracy 

9. Despot 

10. Diaspora 

11. Diplomacy 

12. Emigrate 

13. Empire 

14. Enfranchise 

15. Exile 

16. Feudalism 

17. Guerilla 



18. Hegemony 

19. Iconoclast 

20. Immigrate 

21. imperialism 

22. Insurgent 

23. Liberalism 

24. Liberal Democracy 

25. Monarchy 

26. Nation building 

27. Oligarchy 

28. Propaganda 

29. Republic 

30. Sanctions 

31. Political Sovereignty  

32. State (not the division in the US) 

33. Suffrage 

34. Theocracy 

35. Tribute 

  



NOTES on Will and Ariel Durant’s “Conditions of Civilization” from The Story of Civilization 
(Chapter I only) 

DIRECTIONS:  While reading “Conditions of Civilization,” please annotate the text so that you can 
do the following:  

 
1. Make a formal outline of Durant’s argument using one of the  models found at the end of this 

document or at this website: 
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/the_writing_process/developing_an_outline/d
ocuments/20081113013048_544.pdf 
 

NOTES on Thomas Sowell’s “Cultural Diversity: A World View” 

http://www.tsowell.com/spcultur.html 

DIRECTIONS:  While reading “Cultural Diversity: A World View,” please consider the following: 
(You need to write/word process your responses.) 

 

Read and annotate the article. After you have completed the article, respond to the following: 

1. Sowell says, “The entire history of the human race has been marked by transfers of 
cultural advances from one group to another and from one civilization to another.” What 
is Sowell suggesting about human advancement? (Be sure your answer does not simply 
rephrase this passage from the reading) 

 

2. Sowell makes the argument that all cultural practices originate as ways groups survive. 
This knowledge or practice is passed down generationally so that it does not have to be 
relearned or rediscovered. Following the contours of Sowell’s argument: 

 

a) Briefly describe a cultural habit or practice you are familiar with. (Example: Soul 
Food, which is based on the preparation of undesirable cuts of meat and bitter greens 
made palatable) 

b) Trace this practice back to its possible original purpose (how did it help with 
survival?)(Example: these cuts of meat were rejected by the masters of people who 
were enslaved, who needed to eat.  Greens were able to be grown within the slave 
quarters. Enslaved people ate these foods to survive. They developed methods of 
preparation which developed into a cuisine that is still valued and celebrated.) 

c) What would Sowell say about the continuation of this cultural habit/practice 
today? (your response here needs to reflect your understanding of his overall attitudes 
expressed in this reading)(Example: Sowell might say, don’t be so sentimental, this 
food is not healthy for you. Don’t eat it, or, eat it very occasionally. 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/the_writing_process/developing_an_outline/documents/20081113013048_544.pdf
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/the_writing_process/developing_an_outline/documents/20081113013048_544.pdf
http://www.tsowell.com/spcultur.html


 

3. Sowell says the word “diversity” has become an “invocation,” an “imperative,” and a 
“bludgeon.” Start by defining each of these three words. What does his use of these words 
reveal about his attitude toward the increasing emphasis on “diversity”? Be specific and 
clear; you are analyzing tone.  

 

Notes on  Malcolm Gladwell’s “Ethnic Theory of Plane Crashes” from Outliers  

https://professionalwritingcourse.files.wordpress.com/2016/08/article-gladwell-ethnic-theory-of-plane-
crashes-chapter_crop.pdf 

 
DIRECTIONS:  Read and annotate Malcolm Gladwell’s “The Ethnic Theory of Plane Crashes.” 

While reading, define the following and indicate where you fit in each construct: 
(be sure to explain your response) 

 
       1. Power-distance index 
 

2. Individual-collectivism scale 

3. Uncertainty avoidance 

4. Transmitter-orientation vs. receiver-orientation languages 

 

DIRECTIONS: After reading, “The Ethnic Theory of Plane Crashes,” please consider the following: 
(You need to write your responses.) 

1. Gladwell is not really trying to explain why planes crash, nor is he merely pointing out 
cultural differences. What is he really explaining? (This requires understanding his 
whole argument.) Start by looking up the definitions of indelible and mutable.  

 
2. What did you find challenging or thought-provoking about his argument in the piece? 

Explain why. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://professionalwritingcourse.files.wordpress.com/2016/08/article-gladwell-ethnic-theory-of-plane-crashes-chapter_crop.pdf
https://professionalwritingcourse.files.wordpress.com/2016/08/article-gladwell-ethnic-theory-of-plane-crashes-chapter_crop.pdf


     The Story of Civilization by Will and Ariel Durant 
       “The Conditions of Civilization” 

CIVILIZATION is social order promoting cultural creation. Four elements constitute it: 
economic provision, political organization, moral traditions, and the pursuit of knowledge and 
the arts. It begins where chaos and insecurity end. For when fear is overcome, curiosity and 
constructiveness are free, and man passes by natural impulse towards the understanding and 
embellishment of life.  

Certain factors condition civilization, and may encourage or impede it.  First, geological 
conditions. Civilization is an interlude between ice ages:  at any time the current of glaciation 
may rise again, cover with ice and stone the works of man, and reduce life to some narrow 
segment of the earth. Or the demon of earthquake, by whose leave we build our cities, may shrug 
his shoulders and consume us indifferently.  

Second, geographical conditions. The heat of the tropics, and the innumerable parasites 
that infest them, are hostile to civilization; lethargy and disease, and a precocious maturity and 
decay, divert the energies from those inessentials of life that make civilization, and absorb them 
in hunger and reproduction; nothing is left for the play of the arts and the mind.  Rain is 
necessary; for water is the medium of life, more important even than the light of the sun; the 
unintelligible whim of the elements may condemn to desiccation regions that once flourished 
with empire and industry, like Nineveh or Babylon, or may help to swift strength and wealth 
cities apparently off the main line of transport and communication, like those of Great Britain or 
Puget Sound. If the soil is fertile in food or minerals, if rivers offer an easy avenue of exchange, if 
the coast-line is indented with natural harbors for a commercial fleet, if, above all, a nation lies 
on the high road of the world's trade, like Athens or Carthage, Florence or Venice— then 
geography, though it can never create it, smiles upon civilization, and nourishes it.  

Economic conditions are more important. A people may possess ordered institutions, a 
lofty moral code, and even a flair for the minor forms of art, like the American Indians; and yet if 
it remains in the hunting stage, if it depends for its existence upon the precarious fortunes of the 
chase, it will never quite pass from barbarism to civilization. A nomad stock, like the Bedouins of 
Arabia, may be exceptionally intelligent and vigorous, it may display high qualities of character 
like courage, generosity and nobility; but without that simple sine qua non of culture, a 
continuity of food, its intelligence will be lavished on the perils of the hunt and the tricks of trade, 
and nothing will remain for the laces and frills, the curtsies and amenities, the arts and comforts, 
of civilization. The first form of culture is agriculture. It is when man settles down to till the soil 
and lay up provisions for the uncertain future that he finds time and reason to be civilized. 
Within that little circle of security— a reliable supply of water and food- he builds his huts, his 
temples and his schools; he invents productive tools, and domesticates the dog, the ass, the pig, 
at last himself. He learns to work with regularity and order, maintains a longer tenure of life, and 
transmits more completely than before the mental and moral heritage of his race.  

Culture suggests agriculture, but civilization suggests the city. In one aspect civilization is 
the habit of civility; and civility is the refinement which townsmen, who made the word, thought 
possible only in the civitas or city. For in the city are gathered, rightly or wrongly, the  wealth and 
brains produced in the countryside; in the city invention and  industry multiply comforts, 
luxuries and leisure; in the city traders meet,  and barter goods and ideas; in that 
cross-fertilization of minds at the crossroads of trade intelligence is sharpened and stimulated to 
creative power.  In the city some men are set aside from the making of material things, and 
produce science and philosophy, literature and art. Civilization begins in the peasant's hut, but it 
comes to flower only in the towns.   There are no racial conditions to civilization. It may appear 



on any continent and in any color: at Peking or Delhi, at Memphis or Babylon, at Ravenna or 
London, in Peru or Yucatan. It is not the great race that makes the civilization, it is the great 
civilization that makes the people; circumstances geographical and economic create a culture, 
and the culture creates a type. The Englishman does not make British civilization, it makes him; if 
he carries it with him wherever he goes, and dresses for dinner in Timbuktu, it is not that he is 
creating his civilization there anew, but that he acknowledges even there its mastery over his 
soul. Given like material conditions, and another race would beget like results; Japan reproduces 
in the twentieth century the history of England in the nineteenth.  Civilization is related to race 
only in the sense that it is often preceded by the slow intermarriage of different stocks, and their 
gradual assimilation into a relatively homogeneous people.  

These physical and biological conditions are only prerequisites to civilization; they do not 
constitute or generate it. Subtle psychological factors must enter into play. There must be 
political order, even if it be so near to chaos as in Renaissance Florence or Rome; men must feel, 
by and large, that they need not look for death or taxes at every turn. There must be some unity 
of language to serve as a medium of mental exchange.  Through church, or family, or school, or 
otherwise, there must be a unifying moral code, some rules of the game of life acknowledged 
even by those who violate them, and giving to conduct some order and regularity, some direction 
and stimulus. Perhaps there must also be some unity of basic belief, some faith, supernatural or 
Utopian, that lifts morality from calculation to devotion, and gives life nobility and significance 
despite our mortal brevity. And finally there must be education— some technique, however 
primitive, for the transmission of culture. Whether through imitation, initiation or instruction, 
whether through father or mother, teacher or priest, the lore and heritage of the tribe—its 
language and knowledge, its morals and manners, its technology and arts—must be handed 
down to the young, as the very instrument through which they are turned from animals to men.  

The disappearance of these conditions— sometimes of even one of them  —may destroy a 
civilization. A geological cataclysm or a profound climatic change; an uncontrolled epidemic like 
that which wiped out half the population of the Roman Empire under the Antonines, or the Black 
Death that helped to end the Feudal Age; the exhaustion of the land, or the ruin of agriculture 
through the exploitation of the country by the town, resulting in a precarious dependence upon 
foreign food supplies; the failure of natural resources, either of fuels or of raw materials; a 
change in trade routes, leaving a nation off the main line of the world's commerce; mental  or 
moral decay from the strains, stimuli and contacts of urban life, from  the breakdown of 
traditional sources of social discipline and the inability  to replace them; the weakening of the 
stock by a disorderly sexual life, or  by an epicurean, pessimist, or quietist philosophy; the decay 
of leadership  through the infertility of the able, and the relative smallness of the families that 
might bequeath most fully the cultural inheritance of the race; a  pathological concentration of 
wealth, leading to class wars, disruptive  revolutions, and financial exhaustion: these are some of 
the ways in which  a civilization may die. For civilization is not something inborn or 
imperishable; it must be acquired anew by every generation, and any serious interruption in its 
financing or its transmission may bring it to an end. Man differs from the beast only by 
education, which may be defined as the technique of transmitting civilization.  

Civilizations are the generations of the racial soul. As family-rearing, and then writing, 
bound the generations together, handing down the lore of the dying to the young, so print and 
commerce and a thousand ways of communication may bind the civilizations together, and 
preserve for future cultures all that is of value for them in our own. Let us, before we die, gather 
up our heritage, and offer it to our children.  



 

 

The Purdue OWL: Sample Outlines 

Alphanumeric Outline  

THE COLLEGE APPLICATION PROCESS  

I. CHOOSE DESIRED COLLEGES  

A. Visit and evaluate college campuses  

B. Visit and evaluate college websites  

1. Look for interesting classes  

2. Note important statistics  

II. PREPARE APPLICATION  

A. Write personal statement 

1. Choose interesting topic  

a. Describe an influential person in your life  

(1) Favorite high school teacher 

(2) Grandparent  

b. Describe a challenging life event  

2. Include important personal details  

a. Volunteer work  

b. Participation in varsity sports  

B. Revise personal statement  

III. COMPILE RÉSUMÉ 

A. List relevant coursework 

 B. List work experience 

C. List volunteer experience  

1. Tutor at foreign language summer camp 

 2. Counselor for suicide prevention hotline  



Full Sentence Outline is another technique 

I. Man-made pollution is the primary cause of global warming. 

A. Greenhouse gas emissions are widely identified by the scientific community to be  

                       harmful. 

1. The burning of coal and fossil fuels are the primary releasers of hazardous  

     greenhouse gases.  

II. Factory raised cows produce lots of methane gas 

A. Increased demand for affordable meat incentivises industrial ranching 

etc. . . . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


