
 Summer Assignment of Advanced Placement Literature and Composition for Ms. Joe 
  
Allusions to the Bible are made in poetry, novels, movies, everything. Please read the following 
scriptures and take notes: 
  
Genesis 16 
Genesis 18: 1- 19 
Luke 9: 1- 17 
Luke 10: 29 -42 
Matthew 26- 28 
  
The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood 
  
Margaret Atwood wrote A Handmaid's Tale in 1986. It is sometimes called a woman's 1984 or a 
Feminist Dystopia. The recent television production of it, released this April, has received rave 
reviews. I have not seen it, and I am ambivalent about your watching it before or after you read the 
novel. However, understand that watching the production is no substitute for carefully reading the 
novel. You will discover that Atwood's written prose is so textured and clever and the internal dialogue 
of the main character, Offred, so nuanced and subtle, that no film can capture the author's intentions 
completely. I am asking you look at the language of the novel carefully. I want you to examine 
imagery, metaphor, and narrative style specifically. 
  
Here is a recent editorial by Margaret Atwood in the New York Times about the rediscovery and 
relevance of her 30-year-old novel. 
  
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/10/books/review/margaret-atwood-handmaids-tale-age-of-trump.ht
ml?_r=0 
  
The Quiet American by Graham Greene 
  
Here is what The New York Times book reviewer Robert Gorham Davis said about Greene’s The 
Quiet American in 1956: 
  
“Graham Greene's new book is quite different from anything he has written before. It is a political 
novel -- or parable -- about the war in Indochina, employing its characters less as individuals than as 
representatives of their nations or political factions. Easily, with long-practiced and even astonishing 
skill, speaking with the voice of a British reporter who is forced, despite himself, toward political action 
and commitment, Greene tells a complex but compelling story of intrigue and counter-intrigue, 
bombing and murder. Into it is mixed the rivalry of two white men for a Vietnamese girl. These 
elements are all subordinate to the political thesis, which they dramatize and which is stated baldly 
and explicitly throughout the book.” 
  
 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/10/books/review/margaret-atwood-handmaids-tale-age-of-trump.html?_r=0
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/10/books/review/margaret-atwood-handmaids-tale-age-of-trump.html?_r=0


The story is very good; the style is lovely.  I encourage you to listen to or read the transcript of Pico 
Iyer’s commentary on The Quiet American at the following link: 
  
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=89542461 
  
Take notes on the novels as you go, in a way that benefits you. In addition to your own notes, we are 
going to participate in a Blog activity. I will have two blogs dedicated to the two novels. I will begin a 
discussion with a prompt. You must respond to the prompt and, in some cases, comment about 
another classmate’s post. If you are the first to comment, you must return to the Blog and make a 
comment about another classmate’s post.  I will be monitoring and evaluating the quality and 
thoughtfulness of your comments. There is, of course, some basic Blog etiquette that must be 
observed. 
  

● Messages should strictly be about the topic at hand. 
● Refer to and comment on other students’ responses by name. 
● Messages should be respectful and friendly, without personal attacks. Profane, vulgar, or 

offensive language is prohibited. 
● “You go, Girl!” “lol,” and “I agree with Horatio” will not be considered as thoughtful contributions 

and will not receive credit as a post. Develop an academic voice expected in a classroom. 
  
You may enter the discussion at anytime during the late summer. I strongly suggest that you start 
checking the Blog sites late July-early August (everything should be complete by August 9). I also 
encourage you to read (even remotely) in groups. Call your friends and start on the same novel at the 
same time (this is only a suggestion). Also do not feel you have to limit yourself to two comments per 
discussion question; feel free to reply to what other students say about your post or someone else’s. 
Engage. 
  
Finally, this is Ms. Joe’s Blog, please respect the space. 
  
http://msjoegreene.blogspot.com/ 
http://msjoeatwood.blogspot.com/ 
  
(gmail account is required) 
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