
Greetings, future Oakland Tech AP Statistician --               *** Important Submission Info on Back Side! *** 
 
Welcome to AP Statistics. I -- Mr. Ji -- will be leading the AP Statistics course for the upcoming 2019 – 2020 school year; 
I’m looking forward to getting to know everyone in the fall! While you’ve likely been exposed to some statistics before in 
your life (shout out to mean, median, and mode), statistics is its own entire branch of mathematics that demands a 
different style of thinking from what you’d typically associate with “high school math”. At its core, statistics is all about 
data, and the ways that we collect, organize, analyze, and interpret those data. Below are three things I’ll ask of you 
over the summer to get your brain thinking about data before August: 
 
#1: Look out for the statistics and data you’re exposed to each day. Here are a few examples. [No writing for this part!] 
 

• Weather foreasts will often give you a daily high temperature, often compared to an “average” high. How would 
you decide if a day is unusually hot or cool? How many degrees above the average make a day exceptionally 
unusual?  What information could be given to help you make this decision? 

• Medical studies are often in the news. Do certain foods or drinks really extend (or shorten!) human life? How 
much does smoking really harm you? Does eating a multi-vitamin every day actually do anything? Every one of 
these studies has some fancy statistical analysis behind it, some better than others. 

• Elections are coming in 2020. Every good poll reports a margin of error, often with a specified confidence level. 
What is that truly measuring, what does it mean, and how is it calculated? 

• From the NBA (see: Daryl Morey, GM of the Houston Rockets) to Jeopardy (see: James Holzhauer) and 
everything in between, “analytics” is the new normal in sports. How important are analytics and how much 
weight should we put into them? What are they capable of – and what are their limitations? 

 
#2: Below are a few books that deal with important statistical ideas without getting too technical. Choose at least one of 
the following books to read and type a one-page (double spaced) reaction to that book. *’s indicate popular favorites, 
but choose any that capture your interest (my personal favorite is Naked Statistics, for what it’s worth). These books are 
available at the library or cheaply on Amazon. Even better, if you can, support your local book store. 
 

** Outliers, by Malcolm Gladwell. Little, Brown, & Co 2008 
** Freakonomics: A Rogue Economist Explores the Hidden Side of Everything, by Levitt & Dubner, 2005. 
Meatonomics: How the Rigged Economics of Meat and Dairy Make You Consume Too Much-and How to Eat 
Better, Live Longer, and Spend Smarter by David Robinson Simon, Conari Press, 2013. 
** Moneyball: The Art of Winning an Unfair Game, by M. Lewis. Norton, 2003 (tells how our own Oakland A’s 
revamped their baseball team using basic stats) 
Damned Lies and Statistics: Untangling Numbers from the Media, Politicians, and Activists, J Best, University 
Press, 2001. 
**How to Lie With Statistics, D. Huff, W.W. Norton, 1952. 
Bringing Down the House: How Six Students Took Vegas for Millions, by Ben Mezrich (Breaking Vegas & “21” 
movie are based on this book). Free Press        
**The Ghost Map: The Story of London’s Most Terrifying Epidemic—and How It Changed Science, Cities, and the     
Modern World, by S. Johnson 
The Tipping Point: How Little Things Can Make a Big Difference, by M. Gladwell, Little, Brown & Co., 2002 
** Naked Statistics, by Charles Wheelan, Norton, 2013 
Factfullness: Ten Reasons We’re Wrong About the World—and Why Things Are Better Than You Think by Hans 
Rosling, Flatiron Books 2018. 

 
#3: Watch two TED talks: “The Best Stats You’ve Ever Seen” by Hans Rosling 
(http://www.ted.com/talks/lang/en/hans_rosling_shows_the_best_stats_you_ve_ever_seen.html) and Art Benjamin’s 
talk about why statistics may be the most important math class you’ll take 
(http://www.ted.com/talks/arthur_benjamin_s_formula_for_changing_math_education.html). Watch both videos 
and type a half page reaction (double spaced) to either one or both. This should go on the second page after 
your book reaction. If you’re bored over the summer, also watch some of Art Benjamin’s “Mathemagic” 
performances. They’re pretty insane. 



#4: As you complete THIS academic year, finish strong. As described in materials when you registered for 
courses, you must be a self-motivated student with a very strong Algebra II background (generally ‘A’ grades, 
possibly ‘B’), a strong English background (there will be a lot of reading and writing in this course), and even 
more importantly, strong work and attendance habits. If this describes you, great! If not, you may want to 
reconsider your course selection. Email me over the summer or come by my room (205) to talk if you’re 
unsure; I’d be happy to help you think through the decision. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*** Important Logistic Details *** 
 

Your reactions to the book you choose and the TED talks need to be submitted in a single, combined document through 
www.turnitin.com, which checks assignments for plagiarism). This assignment is due by August 12, 2019 @ 11:59 pm 
(the night of the first day of school), but can be uploaded any time before then. It will be worth 10% of your first marking 
period grade. To upload, you’ll need: 
 

• www.turnitin.com 
• Class ID: 21295816 
• Password: gobulldogs 

 
Please email me if you have any questions that come up: kevin.ji@ousd.org. Have a great summer – and see you in the 
fall for the #APStatExperience. 
 

Keep pushing ahead, 
 

ji 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


