
      

              

               

Please read all instructions in this assignment very closely to ensure the highest grade possible.  This 

assignment impacts your first marking period grade. 

Failure to turn in this assignment completed on the first day of school will be taken as a lack of desire on your part to 

remain in this class.  Remember quotations and explanations as well as the the notes and paragraph must all be 

handwritten in pen.

Summer assignment rubric:

Task: Value: Score:

Assignment was handwritten in black or blue ink.  Assignment was submitted to the 

teacher on time.

50

Section 1 – Literary devices: 12.5 points for defining the terms correctly and 12.5 points 

for providing proper examples.

25

Section 2 – Grammar: 25 points for identifying errors correctly and 25 points for correctly

“fixing” the sentences.

50

Section 3 – Novel worksheet 250

Grand total 375

Section 1: Novel Response 

Read the entire novel A Mercy by Toni Morrison.   (You can purchase the paperback book at a bookstore, borrow it from a library, or 

download it to a Kindle or like; however you will need your Kindle in class during this lesson daily)

Directions:  (1) Find a passage (25 words or fewer) that you think illustrates who each of these characters is as a 

person:  Florens, Lina, Rebekka, Sorrow, Jacob, and Minha Mae.  (2) Copy each entire passage, cite the page, and 

then explain what that passage illustrates about that character (in no less than three and no more than five 

sentences).   You will have 6 quotations total, each with an explanation.
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 American Literature Honors Placement Summer Assignment 2019-2020

Name:____________________________________________________

Directions: Purchase a copy of The Road, by Cormac McCarthy. There are three parts to your summer assignment: 
(1) grammar, (2) define literary terms, and (3) read the novel and complete worksheet. This is due the first day of 
school.



Section 1: Literary Devices

Directions: Complete the following chart on literary devices.  For the example of each term think about the novel.  

Make sure to cite the page for the evidence you provide in the example category.  

Term Definition Example from the novel

Theme

Symbolism

Figurative language

(hint: metaphor, 

simile, allusion)

Setting

Irony (hint: verbal,

dramatic, 

situational)
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Characterization

Section 2 – Grammar

Many high school students often make similar errors in their writing and those are: (1) Subject-verb disagreements, 

(2) Fragments, (3) Run-ons, and (4) Usage errors.

Cheat sheet:

Error type: Define: Example:

Subject-verb disagreements Subjects and verbs must AGREE 

with one another in number (singular 

or plural). Thus, if a subject is 

singular, its verb must also be 

singular; if a subject is plural, its 

verb must also be plural. 

They is studying for the test.

Fragments A phrase or clause written as a 

sentence but lacking an element, as a

subject or verb, that would enable it 

to function as an independent 

sentence.

Although he ate breakfast.

Run-ons A sentence containing two or more 

independent clauses that are not 

separated by a colon or semicolon. 

He ate pancakes, and drove to his 

study group.

Usage errors The conventional ways in which 

words or phrases are used, spoken, or

written in a English. 

Their, there, they're / its, it's / to, too, 

two / etc.
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Direction: Decide what type of error each sentence has and write the answer in the blank to the left.  Label the 

answer in the blank.  For all answers that have an error rewrite and correct the sentence on a separate sheet of 

paper and staple it to your summer assignment.  Make sure you properly number the sentence you correct.

A = no error           B = run-on          C = fragment          D = subject/verb           E = usage

____1.  In Gladiator, the position of emperor, of being a tyrant over the whole Roman empire.

____2.  Each of the players agree that training regulations are necessary for good performance.

____3.  Many of the methods used to preserve food involves the halting of enzyme action.

____4.  All of the courses recommended for college work is recognized by the state university.

____5.  An anthology that includes many American poets like Langston Hughes and Gary Snyder.

____6.  People watch sports because they’re violent, I’m not saying it’s the only reason.

____7.  The view from the top of the surrounding hills are unforgettable.

____8.  The effective date of the new regulations have not yet been determined.

____9.  Gaining insights into other cultures by traveling, language classes, and foreign cuisine.

____10.  Each of the shore front families have a dock on the beach.

____11.  Although Gandhi first put the idea of nonviolence into action in India.

____12.  Neither book is in the library.

____13.  There are advantages to studying Latin, you get to know your word roots, for example.

____14.  Every one of the attempts to establish principles have ended in failure.

____15.  A haze settling over the rooftops and spreading like fog across the water of the bay.

____16.  Since I realize that other teachers have assigned homework to be done over the holidays.

____17.  The things you see in cartoons aren’t real, they’re not even real people.

____18.  The author of the stories are Leslie Silko.

____19.  Place your textbooks face down and wait for further instructions.

____20.  Both of the paintings show the influence of the work of Emilio Sanchez.

____21.  Some of the books on the reserve shelf has mysteriously disappeared.

____22.  Fish and chips is a London tradition, they call french fries “chips” over there.

____23.  Not one of the participants in the discussions was eager to bring that issue to a vote.

____24.  Some of the reporting of supposedly objective newspaper writers appears to be biased.

____25.  Several of the games were canceled.

____26.  Somebody in our English class has submitted an essay.

____27.  There has been many assassinations throughout history.

____28.  There is a lot of different types of violence.

____29.  I believe that if parents had control over their kids.

____30.  The popularity of television programs is reflected in the ratings.

____31.  You really find out who you’re friends are when the chips are down.

____32.  Someone said student government has to much power.

____33.  The view of the mountains were splendid.

____34.  Everybody else knew, he ignored their warnings.

____35.  Its been raining for over three days; we had water in our basement.

____36.  When it ended in the deaths of two great men, Caesar and Brutus, both powerful leaders.

____37.  The cost of the cars was high.

____38.  Hoping that she will remember the assignment.

____39.  Exciting news about a Hollywood screen test.  
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____40.  Speeding in restricted zones endangers both driver and pedestrian.

____41.  One of my friends have the flu.

____42. The beach and the water is primary concerns of most local residents.

____43. His detention was yesterday, however, he arrived late and didn’t get credit for serving it.

____44. The idea of discussion and delay, as well as the rising costs involved, anger the local citizens.

____45.  Hoping that she will remember the assignment.

____46.  Did you know that three-dimensional images can be projected by laser beams?

____47.  Animals other than the elephant are classified as pachyderms.

____48.  Drugs are a serious problem, people who take them lightly are foolish.

____49.  The inability to sleep naturally, accompanied by restlessness and anxiety.

____50.  The Venus Fly Trap, one of a group of plants, traps insects for food.

Section 3 – Reading Worksheet

* Complete everything except the discussion questions.

Source: keslit.weebly.com/uploads/1/7/7/4/17744773/road_study_guide.docx 

The Road Unit Goals

1. You will know what the designated literary terms mean, and you 

will be able to spot them in a work on literature.

2. You will study character motivations and examine the reasons 

why characters make the choices that they do.

3. You will be familiar with the process of inferring, summarizing 

and responding to a work of literature. 

4. You will understand and interpret McCarthy’s treatment of 

traditional novel structure and language style.

How you will show that you have met the goals

 Daily reading and annotation homework
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 Reading checks and quizzes

 Participation in pairs, small groups or the whole class.

 Creative writing

 Persuasive Essay

Before we start. . . 

What can you infer about this novel just by looking at the cover ?
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Symbolism
In this stark futuristic world, there are few possessions worth much importance. Determine the significance or

symbolic meaning of the following items the boy and the man carry. Think about the places they travel as well. 

Object Significance/Symbolism Place Significance/Symbolism

The Journey Use the map below to visualize the man and the boy’s journey. Find details within the story that 

clue you in to where they are. Write those details below including page number. Plot their course.
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Discussion

 Pages 3 - 38  

 

1. Cormac McCarthy immediately plunges the reader into a vaguely referenced time and place.  Highlight and 

label details in the text which hint to specific clues about the novel’s setting.   List page numbers in the box.

a. What can you understand about the man and boy’s situation from these details?

2. This novel also immediately immerses the reader into a very terrible predicament for its two chief 

characters.  First highlight and label details in the text that hint at the serious and dangerous situation its 

characters are immersed.   List page numbers in the box.

3. Briefly define the literary terms of imagery and tone.  Next, highlight and label several aspects of McCarthy’s

imagery that promote a tone or atmosphere of gloom.   Be sure to also provide the page number location of

those details in the box below.

Imagery:

Tone:
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4. Finally, Cormac McCarthy uses a very unique writing style in The Road.  Again, highlight & label instances 

within the text of his curious ‘bare bones’ style.   List page numbers in the box.

a. What impact does this deconstructed writing style have on the reader? 

5. In your opinion, what occurred prior to the novel’s start that created the current setting and situation?  

Provide support reasoning with a properly formatted quote..
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6. The man and the boy are always looking for things to aid in their survival. Describe the places the man and 

the boy go and what they find in those places. Write or draw what they find inside the image. Also, explain 

why or how the items they find help them.
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7. On page 29, the man thinks the following, “He said that everything depended on reaching the coast, yet waking 

in the night he knew that all of this was empty and no substance to it. There was a good chance they would die 

in the mountains and that would be that,” (McCarthy 29). In light of his thoughts on their survival, explain why 

he continues on with the boy. What drives them forward?

8. Re-read the flashback beginning at the bottom of page 32 to the top of page 33.  What happened to humanity 

after the disaster?

9. On page 34 the boy gets mad at his father for not taking any hot cocoa for himself. The boy says, “If you break 

little promises you’ll break big ones. That’s what you said.” Do you agree or disagree with this statement? 

Explain.

Making Inferences



“Art is so much more interesting if everything isn’t in the picture.  And so it is with inferring.” 

~ Cris Tovani, author of I Read It But I Don’t Get It

Background:  An inference is a new idea that happens when a reader thinks about something that is probably true about 

a story. A reader can decide what is probably true because of what it says or shows in the book and what he or she 

already knows from his or her own life.  Understand that many of the most intriguing questions posed by a book are not 

answered explicitly in the text, but are left to the reader's interpretation.

Example:  When our protagonists encounter the burned man on the road, the son asks what happened to him.  The 

father considers the storm that had just gone through the forest, and he infers that the man had been struck by 

lightning.  This is likely, but could the man have also been burned by the forest fire?  Yes.  Like life , you are not always 

told explicit truths; more often, one must infer truths. 

Directions:  Read the following passages from our novel and make logical inferences based on what is present in the text,

and perhaps what you have experienced in your life.

1. “There were fires still burning high in the mountains and at night they could see the light from them deep orange in 

the sootfall…He woke toward the morning with the fire down to coals and walked out to the road.  Everything was 

alight.  As if the lost sun were returning at last.  The snow orange and quivering.  A forest fire was making its way 

along the tinderbox ridges above them, flaring and shimmering against the overcast like the northern lights” (31).

Which of the following inferences is the most probable cause of this forest fire?

A.  A bloodcult knows they are in the forest and they are smoking the protagonists out of their hiding place.

B. Someone’s abandoned-but-still-burning campfire spread and started the forest fire.

C. Whatever had burned the world a decade ago flared up again, lighting this particular forest aflame.  

D. The son is a mischievous little pyromaniac who just can’t help himself when it comes to starting fires.

  

2. “The truck had been there for years, the tires flat and crumpled under the rims.  The front of the tractor was jammed

against the railing of the bridge and the trailer had sheared forward off the top plate and jammed up against the 

back of the cab.  The rear of the trailer had swung out and buckled the rail on the other side of the bridge and it 

hung several feet over the river gorge” (44-45).

Infer what happened to the truck years ago.  How did it end up like this?

3. “He shielded the glare of it with his hand and when he did he could see almost to the rear of the box.  Human 

bodies.  Sprawled in every attitude.  Dried and shrunken in their clothes.  The small wad of burning paper drew down

to a wisp of flame and then died out…” (47).

Infer what happened to these people.  Why were they in the back of this semi-truck?



4. “Clamped to the handle of the cart was a chrome motorcycle mirror that he used to watch the road behind them” 

(6).                     Infer what made the father think of clamping this mirror to the grocery cart.

5. “In the livingroom the bones of a small animal dismembered and placed in a pile.  Possible a cat.  A glass tumbler by 

the door” (26).  [A tumbler is a drinking glass with a thick, flat bottom]

Infer what events led this animal to its present state.  What happened to kitty?!

6.  “Already it was hard going and he stopped often to rest.  Slogging to the edge of the road with his back to the child 

where he stood bent with his hands on his knees, coughing.  He raised up and stood with weeping eyes.  On the gray 

snow a fine mist of blood” (30).

Infer what is happening to the father’s health.  What is the most likely cause?

7. “Later he woke in the dark and he thought that he’d heard bulldrums beating somewhere in the low dark hills” (17).  

Make an inference about who is beating the drums in the forest.  

Also, what can you infer about these people’s society?

8.  “He turned and swam out to the falls and let the water beat upon him.  The boy was standing in the pool to his 

waist, holding his shoulders and hopping up and down.  The man went back and got him.  He held him and floated 

him about, the boy gasping and chopping at the water.  You’re doing good, the man said.  You’re doing good,” (39).

What inference can you make about the boy based on this passage?



Pages  38-51

1. Why does the boy feel that the waterfall is a “good place”? 

2. When the man and boy are scavenging through the tractor-trailer truck what do they discover? What could be 

an explanation for what the man sees in the trailer?

3. Re-read pages 49-50.  Contrast the feelings the boy and the father have towards the burnt man. Are there any 

similarities between them?



McCarthy uses very descriptive words to conjure an image in the mind of the reader. Draw one 

such picture in the space below. Include the page number(s) ___________________.

Highlight and label the imagery and literary devices used to form this picture.

The Road  pages 51-82  Vocabulary and C&E



The following six words are used during the course of chapter one.  For each, the page number is listed.  Your job is to 

complete the chart without benefit of a dictionary.  

Page Vocabulary Term Context Quote Context code1 Definition

38 laved

59 rank 

61 bracken  

63 rachitic 

66 gore 

79 commune 

Now, pretend you are going to use this chapter to teach the same lesson to freshmen.  Pick three more words –ones 

you think a freshman might struggle with- and create the answer key:

Page Vocabulary Term Context Quote Context code Definition

For the following items, you will be matching cause to effect.

page Cause Effect

1 (A) Antonym or Contrast Clue, (D) Definition or Example Clue, (L) Logic/ General Knowledge, (S) Synonym/ Restatement



51
The corners of the man’s wallet wore holes in his

trouser pocket.

52 The man fills his bathtub full of water. 

58
The man teaches her [the wife]the [obsidian] trick

himself.

66  
The boy and the man run through the bushes and

trees terrified.

71  
“Coming back he found the bones and the skin piled

together with rocks over them. A pool of guts.”

78-79 “I see smoke, he said.”  

80

“They kicked through the trash in the aisles of a

foodmarket. He scoured the shelves looking for

vitamins. “

82 They hear a dog bark.  

End of the World Disaster Theories 

 Particle Accelerators



Physicists have long theorized that particle accelerators could destroy the earth. When electric fields are used to 
accelerate protons they could collide at speed fast enough to create black holes or bits of altered matter. These small 
black holes would slowly engulf our planet. The pieces of altered matter, called strangeletes, would destroy any ordinary 
matter they came in contact with, eventually annihilating the entire planet. Although most scientists assure that none of the
particle accelerators being used at the present are strong enough to bring about these events they are unsure of the 
abilities of the newest accelerator being built. Currently, over two-thousand physicists from thirty-four countries, 
universities and laboratories are aiding in the construction of The Large Hadron Collider (LHC) located near Geneva, 
Switzerland. It is scheduled to begin experimentation in May 2008. It is hoped that if black holes are produced they will be 
small enough to evaporate, but only time will tell.
 
Rogue Black Holes

Although the concept of black holes was conceived in 1915 by Einstein (some may argue earlier) they were not accepted 
as fact until Stephen Hawking and Roger Penrose proved their existence in 1970. From this point on black holes have 
been looked at with a sense of awe and fear; a place from which nothing can escape, not even light. Even
scarier is the fact that our galaxy is full of collapsed stars waiting to turn into black holes, some astronomers
estimate there are as many as 10 million. Luckily, most black holes are in orbit around other astronomical
masses. However, if one of these black holes was able to pull itself away from orbit and head towards earth
we would be clueless since they are almost impossible to see. The black hole wouldn't even have to come
very close to earth to wreak havoc, if it even entered our solar system it would distort all planetary orbits
causing extreme climate changes, and even expel some planets from the system.

 Gamma-Ray Burst

Gamma-ray bursts are extremely powerful, estimated to have 10 quadrillion times more energy than our sun. They are 
created by the collision of two collapsed stars. Unfortunately, it is almost impossible to visualize collapsed stars making it 
even more difficult to predict the location of a gamma-ray burst. A burst 1,000 light years from the earth (further away than 
most of our stars) would create an explosion as bright as our sun and bring a hasty destruction to earth. Although our 
atmosphere and the ozone would provide protection at first it would soon be cooked away by the radiation. UV rays would
kill the photosynthetic plankton in the ocean, which provide most of the earth's oxygen. At least one burst can be seen 

each day when watching our sky with gamma-ray vision; it can't be too long before there is one closer to home. 

 Omega Point

This term describes the ultimate maximum level of complexity-consciousness. Philosopher Pierre 
Teilhard de Chardin believed that the universe is continuously working towards this point. The
socialization of humankind, including creating more complex forms of communication and information 
exchange, increases the collective consciousness of the human race. Just as human beings can self-
reflect, one day too the universe will hit the critical Omega Point and the collective
consciousness of humankind will be able to reflect upon itself. This divine center of consciousness will draw together the 

entire universe and end the world as we know it. 

Bubble Nucleation

According to the leading cosmological model the universe began as a false vacuum of empty space filled with energy. 
This incredibly unstable, high-energy state went through the process of bubble nucleation to reach a more stable, lower-
energy state. This huge release of energy caused the expansion of the universe. We would like to think that the world we 
now live in is a stable true vacuum but it is possible that although the universe is at a lower energy level now than it was 
before, we are living in another false vacuum which could collapse at any moment. If a low energy bubble nucleates in our
false vacuum it would expand at the speed of light, once again changing the universe.

Divine Intervention

As with all end of the world theories it's impossible to know if divine intervention is a feasible end of the world scenario. 
Despite its lack of scientific evidence it gains validity through strong support. Christians look to the Book of Revelation, 
Jews to the Book of Daniel, and Muslims believe that the coming of Mahdi will bring the end. All religions
have a similar story: a divine force will intervene in the world to bring our history to an end and start a new
moral order. Even non-believers have something to worry about since some doomsday groups decide to take
these matters into their own hands. For example, the Aum Shinri Kyo sect that released Sarin nerve gas into
a Tokyo subway station in 1995, killing 12 and injuring more than 5,000. Imagine what would happen if these
groups got their hands on more powerful weapons.



Solar Activity (Super-Flares and Decreased Activity)

The sun emits solar flares, also known as coronal mass ejections, towards earth frequently. These flares are large 
magnetic outbursts which contain high-speed subatomic particles. Luckily, earth's atmosphere and magnetic field protect 
us from the consequences of these potentially lethal flares. However, evidence has been found that sun-like stars far from
our solar system can briefly increase in brightness by 20 times. It is hypothesized that these increases are caused by 
super-flares, which are millions of times more powerful than the common solar flare. If our sun were to emit one of these 
super-flares it would literally fry the earth. On the other hand, if our sun's activity were to decrease by a mere 1% (which 
has been known to happen to many sun-like stars) we would be flung back into another ice age.

Aliens Attack The Earth

The chance of encountering intelligent extraterrestrial life becomes greater every day. As of January 8, 2008, 217 planets 
have been discovered outside of our solar system and 2-3 new ones are found each month. Famous astronomer Carl 
Sagan believed there to be billions upon billions of planets in the universe. With such high numbers it is hard, if not 
impossible, to believe that there is no intelligent life in the universe besides human and that an alien invasion and 
destruction of Earth is impossible. It is theorized that it would not be a conflict between humans and aliens that would 
cause lead to our end but that the aliens would exploit Earth for her resources or merely disrupt the planet by mistake.

 Global War

Although, tensions between world groups wax and wane causing the public to 
frequently go from worrying about a global war to forgetting about it, global war is a 
constant threat. It is believed that there are at least 20,000 active nuclear weapons in
the world. A malicious use of these weapons or even an accidental nuclear exchange 
or misfire could be disastrous for the planet. Even more worrisome should be the treat
of biological warfare. Using killer germs is cheap, they are also easy to produce 
and conceal. Even scarier, they can become impossible to control.

Ecosystem Collapse

Our biodiversity is vanishing. At least 30,000 new species become extinct each year, a higher rate than ever before in 
history. Every single organism on the planet is integrally intertwined with the life of others. To make our life easier in the 
here and now we are slashing and burning forests, slaughtering animals, transporting organisms from their original 
ecosystem to others, and introducing synthetic materials into the environment, just to name a few. We are already 
upsetting the checks and balances of the global ecosystem but have not yet seen a devastating consequence such as the
extinction of pollinating insects leading to widespread crop failure and the eventual starvation of humans. Ecologist use 
the imagery of a "marginal tree," that once cut will throw our planet into chaos to explain the unpredictability of a 
cataclysmic ecological collapse.

Now go back and make notes of the main ideas along with supporting details and see if you can make a 

connection to The Road. Aim for three ideas. 

Main Ideas Supporting details Connect to The Road

http://botw.org/top/Society/Issues/Environmental/
http://botw.org/top/Society/Issues/War_and_Conflict/


After reading this article, which theory strikes you as the most plausible? Why?



Pages 83-101  

Page Passage Reflection/Interpretation/Infer deeper

meaning/Significance

83 

We’re going to be okay, aren’t we Papa?

Yes. We are.

And nothing bad is going to happen to us.

That’s right.

Because we’re carrying the fire.

Yes. Because we’re carrying the fire. 

 

85 

 

I want to see him, Papa.

There’s no one to see. Do you want to die? Is that 

what you want?

I dont care, the boy said, sobbing. I dont care.

The man stopped. He stopped and squatted and held 

him. I’m sorry, he said. Dont say that. You musnt say 

that.

 

90-92

 I was shocked at the way this group of people has 

degraded into a tribal-like war-faring society. From the

descriptions of their weapons to the treatment of the 

different people within this group, I am left with a 

general feeling of dread.

92

Where are they going, Papa?

I don’t knowz. They’re on the move. It’s not a good 

sign.

Why isn’t it a good sign?

It just isn’t. We need to get the map and take a look.

 



94 

 

If we were going to die would you tell me?

I dont know. We’re not going to die.

 Group Discussion Pages 102 - 114



Pages 114-144 

1. Explain how the man and the boy get away from the cannibal people.

2. On page 117, the man uses a simile to describe the boy’s condition. What is the simile and what does it explain?

3. Make a list of the items the man finds in the barn and farm house. Explain the importance of each item next to 

the list.



4. Reread the conversation between the man and the boy starting at the bottom of page 126 and ending on 129. 

What do you know about the boy and what do you know about the man from just this piece of dialogue?

Man Boy

5. “There were times when he sat watching the boy sleep and he would begin to sob uncontrollably but it wasnt 

about death. He wasnt sure what it was about but he thought it was about beauty or about goodness. Things 

that he’d no longer any way to think about at all,” (130). In your opinion, for what is the man crying?



6.  What is the “absolute truth” that the man speaks of on page 130?

7.  What clue do we get about time on page 131? About how many years have passed since the initial cataclysmic event? 

Are there any other clues in these pages?

8. On page 136, the man looks at the boy and thinks …”he feared very much that something was gone that could not be 

put right again.” To what is the man referring?



9. How does the man convince the boy that they need to open the door in the ground?

10. Describe the details of the fallout shelter or draw it below.

11. Infer the reason why the people who built the shelter never used it.



Pages 145-168  

Page Passage Reflection/Interpretation/Infer deeper

meaning/Significance

 

149

 

The man whittles fake bullets from a treebranch fitting

them into the cylinder of the gun.

 

151  

 I wish we could live here.

I know. 

We could be on the lookout.

We are on the lookout.

What if the good guys came?

Well, I dont think we’re likely to meet any good guys 

on the road.

We’re on the road.

I know. 

 

 153

 “He’d been visited in a dream by creatures of a kind 

he’d never seen before. They did not speak…[after] 

awakening he turned and looked at the boy. Maybe he

understood for the first time that to the boy he was 

himself an alien. A being from a planet that no longer 

existed.”

 

 154 “…he could not enkindle in the heart of the child what

was ashes in his own. Even now some part of him 

always wished it to be over.”

 

 

162

I said we’re not robber.

What are you?

They’d no way to answer the question.



*ask yourself how does a person define who he or she

is in this world?

 

163 “Maybe we could give him something to eat. He stood

looking off down the road. Damn, he whispered. He 

looked down at the old man. Perhaps he’d turn into a 

god and they to trees. All right, he said.”

*

For the bonus round, to what is the above passage 

alluding?

166

Do you want to eat with us?

I dont know.

Eat what?

Maybe some beef stew. With crackers. And coffee.

What do I have to do?

Tell us where the world went.

What?

You don’t have to do anything. Can you walk okay?

167

What’s your name?

Ely.

Ely what?

What’s wrong with Ely?

Nothing. Let’s go.

*Make a prediction about the man and boy’s encounter with Ely.



Pages 168-186

On pages 168-174 the man and the boy feed and talk to Ely. What do we learn about these characters and the world they

live through their conversation? Remember to read in between the lines and make inferences.

The man

The boy

Ely

The world



Pages 174-186

1. On page 176 quote a passage that proves  the man’s health is declining.  

2. Why is there no joy in the discovery of the train? Think beyond the absence of survival goods.

3. Find and label McCarthy’s use of literary device on page 181. Explain the effect two of these devices has on you, 

the reader.

Device:

Device:

4. What does the boy dream about on page 183?



5. The man has a memory of their journey that takes them through a small town in the piedmont. The piendmont is

a plateau between the coastal plain and the Appalachian Mountains including VA, NC, SC, GA. and AL. Go back to

your map of their journey and indicate where this is.

Connect to The Road.



                                                           What are you thinking at this point?



What is the comparison the author is 

trying to make?

What is this author saying about human

nature? Do you agree? Why or why not.



Group Discussion Pages 187-204



Pages 205-221         

Page Passage Reflection/Interpretation/Infer deeper

meaning/Significance

 

209

 

 They ate slowly out of bone china bowls, sitting at 

opposite sides of the table with a single candle 

burning between them. The pistol lying to hand like 

another dining implement.

 

210

 

I think maybe they are watching, he said. They are 

watching for a thing that even death cannot undo and 

if they do not see it they will turn away from us and 

they will not come back.

 

  

 

 211

Okay? Just like that?

Well. You’re not going to listen to me.

I have been listening to you.

Not very hard.

 

 205-

213

Infer some possible reasons why this house is still 

intact.

 

 

213

 They ate well but they were still a long way from the 

coast. He knew that he was placing hopes where he’d 

no reason to. He hoped it would be brighter where for

all he knew the world grew darker daily.



214

They stood in the grocery store in a small town where 

a mounted deerhead hung from the wall. The boy 

stood looking at it for a long time. 

216 What’s on the other side?

Nothing.

There must be something.

Maybe there’s a father and his little boy and they’re 

sitting on the beach.

And they could be carrying the fire too?

They could be. Yes.

218 Why do you think the boy is crying when he comes 

out of the ocean?

219

The man imagines possible deep sea life left in the 

ocean. Do you think this is possible in this destroyed 

world? Explain.

219 The man has another memory of his wife. Explain the

significance of this flashback.

221

Make a prediction about the tipped over sailboat.



Pages 222-234

List the items found in the sailboat. Also, explain the importance or use for these items.



 Group Discussion Pages    235-251        



Pages 251-262       

    This side is the   question sheet   . You will be making an answer key on the back, use different colors for clarity. 

page Cause Effect

    

  

 

     

  

  

  



 This is the answer key side; fill in the corresponding answer to the cause or effect from the other side. 

page Cause Effect

     

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

Group Discussion Pages         263-264   



Vocabulary  



Final Thoughts …

Essay Questions



1. Cormac McCarthy has an unmistakable prose style. What do you see as the 
most distinctive features of that style? How is the writing in The Road in some ways 
more like poetry than narrative prose?

2. Why do you think Cormac has chosen not to give his characters names? How do
the generic labels of "the man" and "the boy" affect the way in which readers relate to 
them?

3. How is Cormac able to make the post-apocalyptic world of The Road seem so 
real and utterly terrifying? Which descriptive passages are especially vivid and visceral 
in their depiction of this blasted landscape? What do you find to be the most horrifying 
features of this world and the survivors who inhabit it?

4. Cormac doesn't make explicit what kind of catastrophe has ruined the earth and 
destroyed human civilization, but what might be suggested by the many descriptions of
a scorched landscape covered in ash? What is implied by the father's statement that, 
"On this road there are no godspoke men. They are gone and I am left and they have 
taken with them the world," [p. 32]?

5. As the father is dying, he tells his son he must go on in order to "carry the fire." 
When the boy asks if the fire is real, the father says, "It's inside you. It was always 
there. I can see it" [p. 279]. What is this fire? Why is it so crucial that they not let it die?

6. Cormac envisions a post-apocalyptic world in which "murder was everywhere 
upon the land" and the earth would soon be "largely populated by men who would eat 
your children in front of your eyes" [p. 181]. How difficult or easy is it to imagine 
Cormac's nightmare vision actually happening? Do you think people would likely 
behave as they do in the novel, under the same circumstances? Does it now seem that
human civilization is headed toward such an end?

7. The man and the boy think of themselves as the "good guys." In what ways are 
they like and unlike the "bad guys" they encounter? What do you think Cormac is 
suggesting in the scenes in which the boy begs his father to be merciful to the 
strangers they encounter on the road? How is the boy able to retain his compassion—
to be, as one reviewer put it, "compassion incarnate"? 8

8. The sardonic blind man named Ely who the man and boy encounter on the road 
tells the father that, "There is no God and we are his prophets" (p. 170). What does he 
mean by this? Why does the father say about his son, later in the same conversation, 
"What if I said that he's a god?" (p. 172) Are we meant to see the son as a savior?

9. The Road takes the form of a classic journey story—a form that dates back to 
Homer's The Odyssey. To what destination are the man and the boy journeying? In 
what sense are they "pilgrims"? What, if any, is the symbolic significance of their 
journey. 

http://www.oprah.com/article/oprahsbookclub/road/road_themes_01/2
http://www.oprah.com/article/oprahsbookclub/road/road_book_synopsis/
http://www.oprah.com/article/oprahsbookclub/road/road_author_bookshelf_01/1


10. Cormac's work often dramatizes the opposition between good and evil, with evil 
sometimes emerging triumphantly. What does The Road ultimately suggest about good
and evil? Which force seems to have greater power in the novel?

11. What makes the relationship between the boy and his father so powerful and 
poignant? What do they feel for each other? How do they maintain their affection for 
and faith in each other in such brutal conditions?

12. Why do you think Cormac ends the novel with the image of trout in mountain 
streams before the end of the world—"In the deep glens where they lived all things 
were older than man and they hummed of mystery" [p. 287]. What is surprising about 
this ending? Does it provide closure, or does it prompt a rethinking of all that has come 
before? What does it suggest about what lies ahead? 

Vocabulary

Let’s flex our vocabulary-in-context muscles with this worksheet, because as you’ve probably noticed, there is some 

choice vocabulary in our current novel.  Remember to look for synonyms, antonyms, and explanations in or near the 

sentence containing a difficult vocabulary term.

http://www.oprah.com/article/oprahsbookclub/road/road_author_bio/1
http://www.oprah.com/article/oprahsbookclub/road/road_themes_01/7
http://www.oprah.com/article/oprahsbookclub/road/road_themes_01/5


1. “Wrapped in the blankets, watching the nameless dark come to enshroud them.  The gray shape of the city vanished 

in the night’s onset like an apparition and he lit the little lamp and set it back out of the wind” (9).

“Enshroud” most likely means which of the following:

a. Envelop b.  Destroy c.  Avoid d.  Help

“Apparition” also appears.  Which of the following is a likely picture of this term?

2. “He woke before dawn and watched the gray day break.  Slow and half opaque…He descended into a gryke in the 

stone and there he crouched coughing and he coughed for a long time.” (11).

“Opaque” most likely means which of the following?

a.  Difficult b.  Solid c.  Hungry d.  Colorful

“Gryke” most likely means which of the following?

a.  Hill  b.   Pond c.  Crack d.  Stream

QUESTION:  Why would the father descend into the gryke to cough?

3.  “He mistrusted all that.  He said the right dreams for a man in peril were dreams of peril and all else was the call of 

languor and of death” (18).  

“Languor” most likely means which of the following?

a.  Sleepiness b.  Vigor c.  Language d.  Excitement

4. “He dreamt of walking in a flowering wood where birds flew before them he and the child and the sky was aching 

blue but he was learning how to wake himself from just such siren worlds” (18).

Using the context of that sentence, as well as your prior knowledge, explain what that word “siren” means.

5. “Lying there in the dark with the uncanny taste of a peach from some phantom orchard fading in his mouth” (18).  

“Uncanny” most likely means which of the following?

a. Strange b.  Awful c.  Peachy d.  Canned

6. “They were discalced to a man like pilgrims of some common order for all their shoes were long since stolen” (24).

Using the context of that sentence, explain what the word “discalced” means.

 

Vocabul-art



Most words should create visual representations in your brain while you read, and recreating these images 

often helps people remember what these words mean.   Choose 5 words to depict below.

*ADD A SENTENCE TO YOUR DRAWING EXPLAINING HOW IT PORTRAYS YOUR TERM CORRECTLY.

QUAINT FRESCOES LITANY IMMOLATE DESOLATE IMPALED MACADAM

SUTURES:   

The happy 

nurse wore a 

smile the 

entire time the

doctor was 

sowing in the 

sutures to 

stop 

The bleeding.

 Vocabulary pages 262-274



The following six words are used during the course of chapter one.  For each, the page number is listed.  Your job is to 

complete the chart without benefit of a dictionary.  

Page Vocabulary Term Context Quote Context code2 Definition

262 congealing

 273 crozzled

 

273 tabernacle

274 secular

 

 274 swaths

 274 sullen 

Now, pretend you are going to use this chapter to teach the same lesson to freshmen.  Pick three more words –ones 

you think a freshman might struggle with- and create the answer key:

Page Vocabulary Term Context Quote Context code Definition

2 (A) Antonym or Contrast Clue, (D) Definition or Example Clue, (L) Logic/ General Knowledge, (S) Synonym/ Restatement




	A = no error B = run-on C = fragment D = subject/verb E = usage

