
Parent Concerns Addressed V2 
Do you have any concerns or fears about your child coming to Oakland Tech that you would like to be 
addressed possibly during the presentation? 
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Bullying  

Everyone deserves to feel safe and respected, especially at school. If your child ever feels unsafe, 
disrespected, or bullied, they should report it immediately to their teacher, counselor, or Mr. Price.  
 
Unfortunately bullying does occur at times, but thankfully it isn’t a big issue at Tech as most kids 
have been educated around bullying in elementary and middle school. However, in high school, 
students are trying to find their place and pecking order in a new school, which sometimes leads to 
conflict.  Please encourage your child to report any issues directly to you and their teacher, if it’s 
happening in the classroom, or their counselor or Mr. Price if outside of class.  

Unfortunately, most bullying today happens on Social Media. So please keep informed of 
what your children are doing and saying online and regulate their social media use. Any issues of 
bullying on social media should be screenshotted and sent to me via email 
 
Consequences for bullying: OUSD has a ZERO TOLERANCE POLICY and encourages immediate 
swift action. All reports of bullying will be investigated to identify witnesses and proof (which is 
why it is so important to notify teachers immediately). Mr. Price will interview the student who is 
being or claiming to be bullied, as well as the student doing the alleged bullying as well as any other 
witnesses to an event or events.  

● If the accused bully has no record of it, Mr Price will generally warn that the behavior needs 
to stop immediately, call home to notify parents, arrange a Restorative Justice harm circle 
(only if both parties are willing), and give afterschool detention(s).  

● If the bully continues, Mr. Price will take further disciplinary action and will suspend they 
bully immediately for a period of 1-3 days.  

● However, depending on the severity of the bully or if the accused bully has a history of 
bullying, that student may be suspended on the first offense.  

 
What You Can Do:  

● Discuss respect and bullying with your child.  
● If your child ever reports an instance of bullying to you, please contact the 9th grade 

Assistant Principal immediately.  
● Keep informed of what your children are doing and saying online and regulate their social 

media use.  
● Any issues of bullying on social media should be screenshotted and sent to the Assistant 

Principal via email. 
 

------------------------ 

Class Sizes 

There are many concerns about classes being so large, especially for families coming from small 
schools. 



 
Because of our reputation for success, Oakland Tech is a popular school and we are consistently 
enrolled to capacity. As a result, most 9th grade classes will have 30-32 students. In the 9th grade, 
we use a lot of different participation structures (small group work, pair shares, fishbowls & 
socratic discussions, etc) to ensure all students have multiple opportunities to engage with the 
content on a daily basis.  
 
 

------------------------ 

Classroom Management 

While each teacher has their own style of management, all teachers are expected to provide a safe 
atmosphere of learning for their students.  
 
In the 9th Grade:  Some parents have expressed concerns about 9th grade classrooms being 
chaotic, forcing teachers to focus more on discipline than on teaching and resulting in a slower pace.  
 
The truth is, 9th grade is a time of great transition for the teenage brain and body. As a result, we do 
ask teachers to be patient with our 9th grade students; however, no student should be allowed to 
constantly disrupt or distract other students from learning.  We expect teachers to create classroom 
environments where every student feels respected.  
If that is not happening, teachers will use the progressive discipline system to help students learn 
appropriate behaviors (see below).  If your child is sent out, you should reveive a call from the 
teacher. 
 
Progressive Discipline: At Oakland Tech, we use a Progressive Discipline system. Misbehaviors 
are categorized into minor behaviors and major behaviors, and the severity of the consequence 
escalates with each misbehavior.  

○ Minor Behaviors are actions that impede teaching and learning in the classroom or 
at school. They include: 

■ Being Disruptive (e.g. talking out of place), Inappropriate Language, 
Disrespect, Unnecessary Physical Contact, Using Electronics without 
Permission, Using Oppressive Language towards another student 

○ Major Behaviors are more serious. They include:  
● Fighting, Bullying, Drug/Alcohol use, Stealing, Extreme 

Disrespect/Profanity towards staff/teachers, Property Damage, 
Failure to Give Cell Phone 

● Consequences:  
○ Minor Behaviors - the consequence for minor behaviors escalates depending on 

the frequency.  
■ 1st - Warning 2nd - Student Teacher Conference  

3rd - Call Home 4th - Written Reflection 5th - Referral 



■ This count resets every week 
○ Major Behaviors - any major behavior will be immediately sent to the Assistant 

Principal with a referral.  
○ All Major Behaviors are suspendable offenses and a teacher should never have to 

manage these behaviors. However OUSD encourages us to use palternative means of 
correction and discipline when possible.  This comes in the form of after school 
detention, lunch detention, Friday Night School, Saturday School, revocation of 
extracurricular activity participation (e.g. games, dances, etc.) 

 
 
What You Can Do:  

● Please discuss appropriate behavior with your child and the need to have a great level of 
respect for themselves and others in their classes and around the campus. 

● Please be aware of our progressive discipline policy (above), and if you are ever contacted 
for misbehavior, please work with teachers/admin to reinforce the need for appropriate 
behavior.  

●  
 

------------------------ 

Drug Use 

With the spread of vaporizers, using drugs has become much easier for students and harder to 
detect as the smell dissipates more quickly.  
 
On Campus:  
We have had some issues in the past with students smoking in the bathrooms, which we are aware 
of and trying to deal with.  Unfortunately, we are limited by our decreased SSO (school security 
officer) numbers and district policy that discourages suspension for drug use (instead they 
encourage drug counseling as a first consequence). We cannot lock bathrooms, but we are able to 
use security cameras after the fact to identify students who smoke. We are slated to have 6 SSOs 
this year and that should help address the issues as well. 
 
Off Campus:  
We have received complaints from businesses across the street and neighbors along Whitmore 
street that students occasionally smoke before, during, and/or after school hours. We try and 
monitor these areas, and every day during lunch, administration patrol across the street and along 
Whitmore, Manilla, 45th, & 47th. However, there is a lot of area around school, and we cannot 
monitor it all, especially when students  go to Safeway/Panda Express/Hamburger Habit.  

We have Schools Police that are supposed to assist as well, but again, we are stretched thin 
Please contact the OUSD School Police Chief, Jeff Godown, if you would like to take up the matter 
further.  
 



Consequences:  
Teachers are instructed to send students they believe to be under the influence of a drug or 
substance to the office.  Once there, an administrator will do an assessment.  
If your child is found to be under the influence of drugs or alcohol: 

● The 1st time - they will be referred to TUPE (Tobacco Use Prevention Education) and you 
will be asked to come pick them up. They will NOT allow them to go back to class or any 
events that day.  

● Any additional offenses will lead to suspension/revocation of privileges. 
 
 
 
What You Can Do:  

● Please talk to your children about making good/wise choices and why they should steer 
clear of drugs/alcohol.  

● Encourage them to stay away if they think other students are using drugs, whether in the 
bathroom or across the street.  

● Make sure your student is NOT truant or cutting class, as this is when most drug use occurs.  
 
Here is a great article about marijuana use and its effects on teenage brains - Knowing is half the 
battle! https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/16/opinion/marijuana-brain-effects.html  
Please consider reading and discussing with your child.  
 

------------------------ 

Fighting  

Unfortunately fIghts do happen.  Most teenagers do NOT know how to mediate their issues yet.  
 
At this stage of teenage brain development and identity formation, students may be overly 
sensitive/emotional, and they often lack the skills for making good, well-reasoned judgments, 
instead of emotional reactions (the executive function of the brain only fully matures at 25 years old!).  
 
Most fights occur between 9th graders, unfortunately, as they are all coming from different places 
and have not been fully immersed in the culture of Tech.  The majority of fights are a result of 
tensions around fractured relationships (e.g. students who used to be friends when school started 
or at a previous school but are no longer hanging with each other). The teenage brain encourages 
students to respond emotionally, making the situation personal. Often peer pressure and/or social 
media can exacerbate the situation.  
 
Some students claim self-defense but the reality is if a child knows of an issue and does not go to an 
adult for help and chooses to solve it on their own, then it is not self defense. 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/16/opinion/marijuana-brain-effects.html


Fights most often occur across the street (at the strip mall and along Whitmore) during and after 
school, as students tend to think that if it happened there and not on school grounds, they may not 
be subject to suspension. Regardless, they are/will be suspended. 
 
Consequences: Any student that mutually engages in a fight/violence will be suspended. The 
consequence for fighting is suspension for all parties involved.  All individuals who fight will get at 
least a 2-day suspension as that will allow time to cool off and time for the Administration to 
arrange a Restorative Justice process that will address the matters (Again, no one is forced to do it, 
we just reason with students as to why they should).  If your child knows their is an issue that may 
lead to violence they need to report it to an adult immediately and avoid the matter until we can 
have adults mediate the dispute.  It is NOT self defense if your child drops a backpack to fight or 
squares up to fight someone.  They need to walk away.  If they are hit while walking away, then it 
becomes self-defense and other measures will be taken to ensure the safety of your child/student. 
  
 
What You Can Do:  

● If your child is having an issue, please tell them to bring to an adult and we will arrange an 
RJ meeting between students and families (if necessary) to quell any issues.  

● Please monitor your child’s use of social media… they have alternate personalities in there 
and at a time when they are trying to find themselves as teenagers it can be detrimental. 

● Please discourage your children from recording fights.   We can suspend students for doing 
this and have in the past, as it often leads to future social media bullying and other 
conflicts/fights..  

 
 

------------------------ 

Getting into Classes, Academies, & Programs 

(e.g Paideia, World Language, Engineering, etc)  
 
Tech is a popular school because of our excellent programs, academies, and classes. Unfortunately, 
as a result, many classes are impacted, and some parents have expressed concerns about the 
difficulty of getting into certain classes or programs.  
 
Academies: 9th grade classes are incubators for the rest of the 10-12 academic programs at Tech. 
Students will be exposed to all the academy options and will be encouraged to select their top three 
choices.  

The placement of students into academies is done with an equity focus. We want to make 
sure our pathways are representative of our whole student body, so for admission to the pathways, 
we try to level the playing field as we get students from all walks in the 9th grade. In the past, some 
Academies have been overwhelming white and Asian males, while others have been overwhelming 
female, latino, and African American . In the past few years, we have made a concerted effort to 



encourage all students to get involved in the different academies. We ask teachers to differentiate 
and give advanced students extension activities as well when possible. 

OUSD expects that all of our students will be cohorted into pathways by 2021.  As a result, 
some students might get placed into pathways they don’t want, which is unfortunate, but this is the 
way that OUSD has decided to move forward to structure their high schools.  

Our 9th grade pathway serves as an incubator for the rest of the programs at Oakland Tech.  
We are continuing to develop an Advisory curriculum for 9th graders that will inform students 
about the Academy options. This year, advisory will be part of the Ethnic Studies class and will also 
focus on topics such as 4 year plans, the importance of having a clean A-G transcripts, time 
management, etc.  

 
Paideia: Students interested in Paideia need to do well in their English/Ethnic Studies classes and 
should love to read/write.  Students are placed into Paideia based upon grades, teacher 
recommendation, SRI scores, and other test data. In 10th grade, there are only 150 spaces, but most 
students who wanted to were able to get in last year.  Obviously that depends on number of 
applications each year though. 
 
World Language: 
Spanish is a heavily impacted language.  This is why our French teacher and World Languages 
Department Head came to Pre-Registration night.  Students need to complete 3 years of Foreign 
Language, which can be a challenge with other electives and academy CTE (career technical 
education) classes. Thankfully, next year (2020-21) we will be switching to a 7 period schedule, 
which will allow more flexibility for students to schedule world language classes if they weren’t 
able to get into their desired class this year.  
 
 
 
What You Can Do: 

● For Academies & Paideia: Encourage your student to pursue classes/topics/academies that 
reflect a genuine interest of theirs. The more students can express an authentic interest, the 
more likely they will be accepted.  

● For World language: our Spanish program is very successful and classes are popular. 
Students need three years of a World Language, so your child can start sophomore year. If 
you’re worried about scheduling, you can consider summer school or online options. Laney 
has a strong world language department and students can obtain both high school and 
college credit. 

 
 
 

------------------------ 



Passing Periods 

Students in 9th grade tend to be less focused than other students.  During passing period, 10-12th 
graders walk and talk for most part and keep moving.  The 9th graders are so into each other and 
the new relationships they are forming that they will stop and congregate with each other and not 
move.  
 

First Few Weeks:  
Tech is a large campus and so 9th grade teachers encouraged to go easy the first week or two before 
they actually start  counting/marking students tardy.  
 
However, NEVER ACCEPT your child´s reasoning for being tardy from any class now and in the 
future.  They may or will try to say the PE teacher let em out late or it was a long walk.  NO excuses 
all.  

My son who was a 9th grader last year wasn´t tardy once last year to ANY of his classes 
because he knew that the expectation was to be there on time ALWAYS!  He was never late from PE to 
his next class If your child is doing what they are supposed to do, there is plenty of time.  

We all know the saying: “If you give em an inch they will take a mile.¨ Please don´t allow 
your child to be a part of this negative culture of being a student at Oakland Tech. 
 

Transitioning Between Campuses: 
Most 9th graders will stay on the Main Campus.  There are a few exceptions (e.g. Mandarin and a 
PEC program) but generally students walk together in large groups up and down the hill and it is 
safe.  
 
 
What You Can Do:  

● Please encourage your child to not be too social and to BEELINE to class.  
● Encourage your student to avoid traveling long distances for lunch (e.g. up to Safeway) or 

going to places with long lines. 
● You can check your child’s attendance and tardies on Aeries under the attendance tab. 

Please make sure you’ve created an Aeries Parent Portal. If you need help setting up  or 
understanding a Parent Portal, please email nicholas.rey@ousd.org.  

 
 

------------------------ 

PE 

PFT & BMI 

mailto:nicholas.rey@ousd.org


All 9th graders are required to take the presidential fitness test. As part of the test, students’ body 
fat percentage needs to be calculated. At Tech we use... 
 
 
 

------------------------ 

Safety 

Oakland Tech is a big school in an urban environment, so safety is a real concern, both on and off 
campus.  
 

On Campus:  

There are 24 ways on and off campus.  Unfortunately we only have a limited # of School Security 
Officers (by the end of the year last year we only had 3.  We had 6-8 when I first started 10 years ago. 
We are set for 6 SSOs this coming year).  That being said, we need our children to abide by the rules 
and assist us with safety matters as well.  The students that do what they are supposed to do will be 
safe on campus no doubt.  Safety only becomes an issue when students are truant/cutting class and 
not on campus generally as we cannot be outside when our job is inside these walls.  
 

Lunch:  

Generally, the area around campus is very safe and during lunch it is monitored by admin and SSOs 
(school security officers). However, in the past, we have had rare issues with students being robbed 
on side streets, harassment of lone female students, fights, and the occasional minor traffic 
accidents as students are hit while trying to jaywalk across Broadway. Thankfully, these instances 
are all exceedingly rare and can be avoided by following the safety tips below.  

Teachers and staff within the Special Education department take their students to lunch in 
the cafeteria about 10-15 minutes prior to the general population to ensure they are able to get the 
food quickly and to have a place to sit down and eat.  Some days they do take their students out into 
the community to eat and use these as opportunities to teach social skills to their students. 
 

After School:  

There is limited adult supervision after school, except during extracurriculars (e.g. sports, drama, 
tutoring).  So, if your child has no further business at school, please ask them to come home or leave 
campus asap.  While campus is one of the safer places for them, because they are unsupervised they 
often do reckless things (take risks, make bad decisions).  Teenagers hang out and  ̈shoot the 
breeze” with each other and sometimes in those situations power dynamics can develop that lead to 
bullying or fighting.  We do have one or two SSOs present after school but they are there to support 
the afterschool program mainly. 



Some 9th grade kids use the excuse of attending the 9th grade afterschool BOOST tutoring 
to hang out around campus unproductively. So if your child is planning on attending BOOST 
Tutoring for 9th graders, please connect with their BOOST tutor/teacher via email or text.  

 
Police cars and/or ambulances at Tech 
For the most part, we do our best to handle all issues with on-site staff. However, there are 
occasionally issues (physical injuries as well as emotional and mental issues) that require outside 
police presence, either OPD our OUSD PD, or an ambulance. Please know that those are efforts to 
address and solve issues and are not indicative or a lack of safety at Tech.  
 

Safety tips for Students 
● Be mindful of your surroundings at all times. Don’t walk around with headphones on looking 

at your phone instead of around you. 
● Try not to walk anywhere off-campus alone. Please try and walk in pairs or groups and stay 

on the major streets when off campus, whether at lunch or before/after school (Broadway, 
45th, 42nd). 

● Do not jaywalk on Broadway or 51st. Don’t assume that traffic will stop for you! 
● Do not loiter off-campus, whether in front of Lee’s or down a side street. “Hanging out” like 

this puts you at risk before, during, and afterschool.  
● If you see something or someone on or near campus that looks suspicious, report it to an 

adult immediately. 
● If you feel unsafe (under threat of fight, bullied, robbery, etc.), please report it to an adult 

immediately and we will address it asap. 
● Do not leave backpacks and/or electronics (especially  cellphones) lying unattended 

anywhere.  
● Do not leave any outside school doors propped open, even if you’re just running across the 

street for a minute. This opens the campus to the public so anyone could come in.  
 
 
What You Can Do:  

● Please review the safety tips above with your child.  
● Encourage your child to avoid walking alone. Instead they should walk in pairs or groups 

and stay on the major streets when off campus, whether at lunch or before/after school.  
● Reinforce that they should NOT jaywalk on Broadway and 51st Avenue as these are major 

thoroughfares for cars. Students have been hit by cars when trying to cross illegally.  
 

 
------------------------ 



School Size 

Tech is a large school. We have a lot of sports, clubs, activities, and other opportunities for students 
to get involved. Many parents and students worry about missing out on these opportunities and 
want to make sure they stay informed.  
 

How to Get Information about School Activities: 
● This year, we will be sending information about 9th grade and schoolwide events and 

activities through the Ethnic Studies Advisory course that your child is enrolled in.  
● Make sure your email address is correct in Aeries as we send a lot of information via email 
● Join the Oakland Tech PTSA Yahoo Group at tinyurl.com/TechPTSAGroup 
● Subscribe to the Oakland Tech Bullhorn, our school newsletter, at 

tinyurl.com/TechBullhorn  
● Join the Oakland Tech Remind account to get text updates  

○ Text the message @othstpu to the number 81010. (or text @othstpu to (510) 
900-8725)  

○ Don’t have a cell phone? Go to rmd.at/othstpu on a computer to sign up for email 
notifications 

● You can also check the Oakland Tech website for information 
 
To help create smaller learning communities in the 9th grade, we have a House system. Students 
are cohorted into 3 groups with shared Algebra, Biology, English and Ethnic Studies teachers, which 
should help students find a smaller community to belong to. We also have many diverse student 
groups around campus, which you should encourage your student to join! If your child has an 
interest that is not reflected in our clubs/sports, most teachers/staff are willing to sponsor students 
in this respect.  
 

Student Advocacy 
Please encourage your children to advocate for themselves.  If they cannot do that at this age, I 
recommend that you most definitely do so for them.  
Unfortunately, teachers have caseloads of 150 students generally and it can be a challenge for them 
to call home consistently. So please reach out to teachers and counselors via email and calls on a 
regular basis.  You can also come to the school for a visit and spend a day with your child if possible.  
Education is a partnership between all involved.  Your child cannot do it without you. We cannot do 
it without you.  Please stay involved in your child’s education.  
As a staff, we often tell the students: If you come to class/school everyday we can help you, but if 
you don’t come to class then it becomes difficult  and we have a much harder time trying to help. 
 
 

http://tinyurl.com/TechPTSAGroup
http://tinyurl.com/TechBullhorn
http://rmd.at/othstpu


What You Can Do: 
● Encourage your student to seek out and join student clubs, activities, sports, etc 
● Communication between parents/teachers is critical at this time of your child's life! Please 

reach out often, especially if you have any concerns about your child's progress.  
● Contact Mr. Price, if a teacher is being non responsive to your needs via email or phone 
● Join the PTSA yahoo group, Tech Remind, Bullhorn, etc (see above: How to get info) 

 
 

------------------------ 

Social Media 

As the 9th grade Assistant Principal, most of my problems (fights, issues between students, 
bullying) emanate from children doing too much on social media. Unfortunately, people/kids 
become “courageous” behind a keyboard sometimes and they make threats, calling other students 
out, etc.  The fact is, social media is a drug for the teenage brain.  

In the past, we didn't have access to our friends 24/7.  We worried about how others 
thought about us, but we were able to find refuge at home away from school.  Today, however, 
students have this concern 24/7 and it can have very negative effects. Social Media can have 
positive benefits, but many children are not using it wisely and it is influencing how they think 
about themselves and others negatively. 
 
What You Can Do: 

● Please regulate and check on your children and stay aware of what they are doing on Social 
Media (many have burner accounts too!) 

● Discuss the permanence of social media activity (once it’s online, it’s there forever!) and the 
importance of responsible, respectful use 

 
 

------------------------ 

Student Emotional Health 

Anxiety 
The transition to high school is a time of vast identity formation and transition, which can be very 
anxiety producing for teens, especially with how big of a school Tech is. We use our House system 
to help break up the large freshmen class into smaller groups, but this is only one step. We 
encourage all students to find a small community to exist in/around Tech as there are many diverse 
groups of students around campus.  

For students with more serious anxiety or other emotional struggles, we have a Community 
Services Outreach Team (COST) that is able to provide mental and emotional help services for 
students in need. 
 

https://oaklandtech.com/staff/clubs/


Peer pressure. 
Peer pressure is everywhere nowadays. Social media has opened students to constant exposure to 
peer pressure, in addition to the traditional exposure at school. As teens are negotiating their 
identity formation in this new space, they will be under the influence of their peers and friend 
groups. The teenage brain wants to belong to a group and be accepted generally, and as a result, 
teens will sometimes take unnecessary risks to be accepted.  

Please make sure your child is surrounding themself with folks that are generally 
positive/respectful.  The phrase “Bird’s of a feather flock together” rings so true here.  This is why it 
is so important for you to tell them not to be a follower  (most students that are tardy follow each 
other along, walking along with each other moving as slow as molasses).  

Personally, I told my son how I always tried to impress my friends and the girls by acting 
negatively in and outside of class (because I thought that's who got all the attention), but in the end, I 
was the one who didn’t do what I needed to do, because I was so concerned about others instead of 
my own dreams.  
 
 
What You Can Do:  

● If your child is feeling a measure of anxiety or isolation, encourage them to join or form  a 
club that helps them identify other students with similar interests.  

● If your child is ever not feeling emotionally safe, please have them report it to an adult or 
staff member and we will try to get counseling services and address the cause of the 
issue(s).  

● Talk to your child about their friend choices.   Talk to your child about choice in general 
(drug use, sex, life in general). This can be difficult with teenagers sometimes, but it is so 
important for you to help them navigate this period of identity formation.  

● Share lessons from your own experiences in HS and help them learn from you as well as 
what they will encounter.  

● Contact our excellent Parent Liason, Debra Carter Kelly.  She oversees Tech Parent 
University, is part of our COST Team (our Community Outreach Services Team that helps 
students with their struggles) and arranges SSTs (School Support Teams) to develop 
intervention to support student success.  You can email her at debra.carter-kelly@ousd.org 
for further information.  She also may meet with families on an individual basis as needed or 
requested. 

 
 
 

------------------------ 

Summer Assignments 

There are no summer assignments for incoming 9th graders. 
Next year,  students that opt into Advanced Placement (AP) and Honors courses next year may have 
some summer reading/work next summer. 

mailto:debra.carter-kelly@ousd.org
mailto:debra.carter-kelly@ousd.org


 
 

------------------------ 

Support for Parents and Students 

 
Being the parent of an adolescent can be a maddening frustrating process, as I am sure many of you 
all are well aware of by now.  Please be patient with them and make the effort to understand them. 
A lot of research has been done since we were children and had they known what they know now, I 
believe that my parents would have raised me differently.  

Stay Informed with Aeries 

Aeries is a window into supporting your child. On Aeries, you can see their daily attendance and 
tardies, their grades and if they are missing any assignments or homework. Within the Aeries 
Parent Portal you can find the emails of all of your child’s teachers.  
 

**Please make sure you have set up your Aeries Parent Portal at registration.**  
 
If you have any challenges getting set-up, please email aerieshelp@ousd.org and we will get you the 
information you request.  

Dealing with the Teenage Brain 

Your child is dealing with teenage brainitis (poor judgment, overly emotional, social stressors, 
changing body) and they NEED your guidance more than ever now as they are just at a point where 
they may NOT make the best decisions for themselves. 
 
Do your best to be patient, loving, and understanding of your teenager.  Harken back to your own 
struggles and try to relate if necessary.  
 
At Tech, we have a Community Outreach Services Team (COST) that can help students with their 
struggles, and we have an excellent Parent Liason, Debra Arter Kelly.  She oversees Tech Parent 
University and is part of the COST Team and supports with holding and arranging SSTs (School 
Support Teams and intervention to support student success).  You can email her at 
debra.carter-kelly@ousd.org for further information.  She also may meet with families on an 
individual basis as needed or requested. 
 
Also, this year we are trying to re-implement a peer mentor program at Tech.   I am hopeful that I 
will get it off the ground after the 1st 6 weeks of school. 
 
 
What You Can Do: 

http://parent.ousd.org/
http://parent.ousd.org/
mailto:aerieshelp@ousd.org
mailto:debra.carter-kelly@ousd.org
mailto:debra.carter-kelly@ousd.org


● Talk to your child regularly. Find out how they are experiencing this period of transition 
and help them through it.  

● Sign up for an Aeries parent portal, then check Aeries regularly to stay up to date on how 
your child is doing.  

● If you would like your child to have a peer mentor, please contact 9th grade AP, Mr. Price. 
● If find out your child is still struggling with bigger issues, please contact their counselor or 

our Parent Liaison, Debra Carter-Kelly to arrange a COST session. 
 
 
 
 

------------------------ 

Switching Classes 

Because of Teachers: Unfortunately, we cannot accommodate switches classes based upon teacher 
preference.  If you have an issue with a teacher, please address it with the teacher first and then if 
you find the issue or resolution to be lacking please reach out and we will meet with the teacher.  As 
a former teacher, I looked at Parent teacher conferences as opportunities to realize/recognize 
where growth was needed.  
 
Other Reasons: If your child needs to change classes for any other reason (e.g. enrolled in the 
wrong math level), please tell them to visit their counselor for a class change form.  

 
------------------------ 

Teacher Retention  

Last year was a tough year for Oakland Tech. We lost a number of great teachers in the middle of 
the year, some due to health issues, others because of concerns around the strike and loss of pay, 
and we struggled to fill some of the positions with an equally great teacher.  
Unfortunately, this is an issue that is larger than Oakland Tech.  I was a teacher in OUSD for 15 years 
until I ultimately had to move into Administration because the pay was so paltry as a teacher.  We 
generally try to hire teachers in the Spring and unfortunately last year two teachers who signed on 
early abruptly quit, leaving us in a bad situation. The pending and eventual strike did the 
community no favors as it only increased anxiety and fears around compensation.  

But now, with the strike behind us, this year will be much better.  We are also building out 
our new Teacher support programs at Oakland Tech.  This year, we will have  a new Teacher on 
Special Assignment, Ms. Woo, (last year’s Teacher of the Year in OUSD) in a role where she  will be 
working to support new teachers this year.  
 

------------------------ 

mailto:martel.price@ousd.org
mailto:debra.carter-kelly@ousd.org


Transportation  

Please make sure your child gets to school in a timely manner.  We got rid of the 8:00 AM start time 
to help students and do NOT think students should have any more reason to be late without 
parental permission.  

● AC Transit has bus routes that lead to Tech  
● Parents of students living in certain areas have arranged carpools in the past. If this is 

something you are interested in setting up, please email me and I will see what resources I 
can pull together to assist as well (this has been a parent thing in the past and I will reach out 
to those parents to see how they organized) 


