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June 30, 2021

Dear OUSD Community,

We are writing with an update about the fall, including information about our central Distance
Learning/Independent Study option for the 2021-2022 school year.

Full-Time, In-Person Instruction
Recently, the state issued guidance to schools and districts about expectations for the coming school year. The
expectation for all schools and districts is that we offer full-time, in-person instruction to all of our students for the
coming school year, and that is what we are prepared to offer. We are looking forward to seeing our students and
staff back on our school campuses this fall beginning on Monday, August 9, 2021, bringing joy and life into our
spaces once again!

Distance Learning / Independent Study Option
For families who are choosing Distance Learning/Independent Study for personal or medical reasons, here is
some information about what you can expect:

Families will enroll in Sojourner Truth Independent Study to participate in Distance Learning for the 2021-22
school year.
Distance Learning will involve both synchronous and asynchronous portions of the school day.
Dual Language programming will not be available in our Distance Learning program.
Students with Individualized Education Programs (IEP) will need to have an IEP Team Meeting prior to
enrolling in Sojourner Truth Independent Study.
Students can switch back into In-Person Learning - where space is available at a school at their grade
level - at any point during the semester. Requests need to be submitted to the Student Welcome Center by
November 15, 2021 for a January 3, 2022 start date.
For high school students, we will pause on transfers during the last 3 weeks of the semester to ensure that
credit acquisition is not interrupted.
Families may not “hold” a space at their current in-person school while they are participating in the Distance
Learning program. In alignment with our internal enrollment policies, as well as state regulations, we can
only have students enrolled in one school at a time. Students who are in our Distance
Learning/Independent Study program will be enrolled at Sojourner Truth, and not enrolled in any other
school in the district at the same time.

Based on the spring family survey, we expect that fewer than 5% of our families are interested in Distance



Learning for the coming year. To that end, our focus is on making sure In-Person Learning is as welcoming and
supportive as possible for the vast majority of students and staff who are returning to campus after an incredibly
challenging school year.

Next Steps:
Families who were unsure or who chose Distance Learning as their preference in our spring survey: Your
family will be contacted again in July to confirm your choice before any enrollment changes are made for
your student.
Families who selected In-Person Learning as their preference in our spring survey: You will not receive
another survey this summer, but if you need to make any enrollment changes for your students, please
contact the Enrollment Office at enroll@ousd.org.

Thank you for all of your hard work, patience, and perseverance over the course of the pandemic.

Sincerely,

Dr. Sondra Aguilera
Chief Academic Officer
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