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Measure HH:
Supporting the
Soda Tax
By Meta Austin and Joseph Harmon

Tech Honors National Merit Scholars
By Sonia Aronson

Each year, approximately 16,000 students from
across the country are informed they are National
Merit Semifinalists. These are juniors whose PSAT
scores have placed in the top 1% nationwide. This
year, five Oakland Tech students have qualified to be

semifinalists: Niko Darci-Maher, Asa Kalish, Clayton
Lipping, Aiko Takata, and Yuting Yu.
The National Merit Scholarship Corporation
defines its mission as “recognizing and honoring the
academically talented students of the United States.”
(Merit Scholars continues on Page 8)

From television to YouTube to political
mailers, the advertisements have taken Oakland by storm. Between shots of pedestrians
browsing for produce and BART trains speeding by, small business owners stand in front
of their awnings and pledge their opposition
to Measure HH. They express concern about
the survival of their businesses and the impact
of the grocery tax on their customers. They
argue that the city has more pressing issues to
address.
There’s just one problem: Measure HH is
not a grocery tax.
Measure HH actually proposes a one cent
per fluid ounce tax on sodas and other sugary drinks. Distributors of the drinks would
be taxed, not consumers. Most importantly,
small businesses like the ones pictured in the
ads would be exempt.
Measure HH follows in the footsteps of a
Berkeley soda tax, which was put into effect
last July. According to a recent UC Berkeley
study published in the American Journal of
Public Health, the tax has already cut soda
consumption by 20%. As of this March, the
tax has successfully raised $1.5 million for
community health programs.
Both taxes have the same opposition: the
(Soda Tax continues on Page 8)

Antonia Starc/Scribe

(Dance Week on Page 6)

Students participate in a dance lesson offered through Dance Week.

OUSD Honor Band: Taking a Stand on One Knee
Helena Jack/Scribe

By Karsen Paul

The Bay Area has long
been diverse, progressive,
and liberal. From the social
rights leader to the average
citizen, Bay Area residents
have stood apart from
more conservative parts of
the country. This football
season, 49ers quarterback
Colin Kaepernick began
kneeling during the national anthem to protest
police brutality, attracting
media attention to the
nationwide discussion
of racial discrimination,
patriotism, and what it
means to be American.
Kaepernick has served as
a model for others willing
to protest, but the Oakland
Unified Honor Band was
the first band to join in the
demonstrations.
For years, music teach-
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The Honor Band prepares to perform at the A’s game.

ers at Oakland public
schools have brought
together the best musicians from their middle
and high schools to play
at local events, including
performing the national
anthem at several Oakland
Athletics baseball games.
This year, when preparing to play at the A’s game
against the Houston Astros
on September 20th, students and teachers in the
music departments were
forced to face the debate
surrounding the national
anthem.
As Kaepernick’s protests became increasingly
famous and more media
coverage was lent to the
question of how standing up can symbolize a
person’s love and loyalty

(Honor Band continues on Page 8)
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Op-Ed: Reforming Tech’s Student
Elections

By Josiah Berkov-Kemp
and Francois Barrilleaux

For the past two years, Oakland
Tech administration has collaborated
with the student body to expand the
school’s democracy through online
elections. By attempting to establish
student government, Tech provides a
tremendously valuable experience for
students. Not only does student government allow students to have a say
in the decisions shaping their school,
but also provides valuable experience
with the political system that students
will interact with in their adult lives. By
participating in the election process,
students learn how to evaluate candidates and make informed decisions
about voting. Participating in the democratic system from an early age gives
students the inspiration and positive
experience necessary to effect political
change in a country fraught with voter
apathy.
However, in the last three years
alone, lack of effective voter involvement has encouraged a rise in voting
apathy among Tech students. In the
2014 student government elections,
for example, this writer and the sixty-odd students in his PE class, were
unable to vote because their teacher
did not distribute ballots. This lack of
access to voting materials, provided by
the school, feeds a dismissive attitude
toward student government. In turn,

the student population loses interest in
electing student leaders. In this way, an
apathetic approach to student elections
can perpetuate itself and threaten to
deny Oakland Tech of the positive benefits of student government.
In 2015, the decision to hold elections online was initially greeted with
much excitement; online voting could
greatly improve the efficiency of elections. However, when students attempted to vote, they found that they could
not connect to the website hosting the
elections or view the candidates’ campaign videos. Due to these technical
difficulties, the elections were suspended until the 2016-17 school year.
On October 13th, the school announced that online voting would
be closed by the end of the day. For
many Tech students, the news came
as a shock; almost no one knew elections were taking place. Even Marwah
Sabrah, Oakland Tech’s ASB president,
exclaimed, “I don’t even know if I am
going to be on the ballot!”
After the announcement ended,
this writer successfully convinced the
teacher to give students time to vote
online. Students whipped out their
phones, beginning a frenzied and
disorganized flurry of voting as people
struggled to navigate a complex set of
usernames, passwords, and links. Many

students remained unable to vote, and
the election deadline was suspended
again. Given the extra time, some students were finally able to vote. However, voter turnout remained astoundingly low: only 25 percent of Tech students
voted in all student body elections and
35 percent of students voted for their
class officers.
The widespread disinterest in school
elections, combined with the difficulty of actually voting, disincentivizes
students from pursuing an active role
in their class elections, and potentially future national elections. Already,
many students have found politics to
be frustrating and unresponsive to
their thoughts, demands, and experiences. The school’s repeated failures to
properly promote elections exacerbate
these concerns. While there are no easy
solutions to these problems, this writer
believes we as a school−students as
well as staff−must work to make class
elections involved and accessible in
order to inspire people to vote in actual
elections. In a time when giving up on
the political process seems to be increasingly accepted by society, we must
dare to vote. As high schoolers who do
not yet have a full voice in American
politics, it is the act of voting more than
the end result that will truly define our
school, our elections, and ourselves.

November 3 - Road To College II

President: Samuel Getachew
Vice President: Kylie Thompson
Secretary: Josie Chen

November 10 - Homecoming
Dance
November 11 - Veterans Day
NO SCHOOL
Novenber 14 - PTSA Metting
For more events and dates, visit
oaklandtech.com/staff/calendar

Sports
Calendar

Nov 1 - Var Girls Volleyball
OAL Quaterfinals 5 p.m.
Nov 7 - Boys Basketball Tryouts 4 p.m.
Nov 10 - Var Boys Football
Game 7:15 p.m.
Nov 12 - Cross Country
Oakland City Championships
9 a.m.

*more events listed on online
calendar*
For more information
visit oaklandtech.com/staff/
athletics-calendar

Freshman Class

Antonia Starc/Scribe

FROM THE WEB

Sophomore Class

President: Lilly Tran
Vice President: Hamilton Brown

Last month, we asked
readers in an online poll:
Are computer science skills
important for Tech freshmen to
learn?

Junior Class

President: Kendall Prime
Vice President: Isabel Torrence
Secretary: Davie Richman
Interim Historian: Olivia Mesa

77% said: Yes, absolutely
0% said: Yes, but other subjects
are more important

Senior Class

President: Dorielle Ard
Vice President: Sophie Howard
Secretary: Isaiah Thomas
Treasurer: Lin Yi Yu

President: Grace Vaughn Brekke
Vice President: Van Pham
Secretary: Tiffany Tong
Treasurer: Terashi Lee

October 29 - 9:00 a.m. Sports
Booster Pancake Breakfast

November 4 - First Fridayt

Student Elections Results

ASB

Dates to
Remember

23% said: No, but they are still
worth knowing
Student nominees for Junior Class Positions.

0% said: No, definitely not
Visit
oaklandtechscribe.com
now to vote in our latest poll!
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Tech Students Explore Fall College Presentations

Cissy Brooks/Scribe

By Tiana Chang and Lia Inadomi
During October, many colleges visit Tech
to provide students with any information or
guidance they may need while applying to a
specific school. The representatives come from
Ivy Leagues, UCs, and many others, to encourage prospective students to apply. These presentations give students information about the
admissions processes, tuition fees and financial
aid, available majors, and campus life. With
the knowledge of alumni at hand, they are also
able to present on a wide variety of student-run
organizations, collegiate level sports, and other
opportunities exclusive to college students.
In addition to weekly college visits, the
annual OUSD College Fair took place on October 11, 2016 at Oakland Tech. At this event,
students were able to explore about 30 colleges
and speak to representatives from each school.
Mia Martin, a junior at Tech, attended the
College Fair this year.
“The representatives that came were very
informative and I was able to learn a lot about
so many colleges. I think that the fair is
great because it makes things like looking for schools and applying for colleges
easier and more accessible for everyone,”
says Martin.
Chris Woodland, a fellow junior, chimes in:
“A lot of admissions counselors gave out their
emails and encouraged us to ask as many questions as we wanted to. This helped because I
wasn’t afraid to ask specifics that I was curious
about.”
Unfortunately, there will only be two college
visits in November. They are Columbia University and the United States Military Academy
at West Point, both excellent colleges in New
York. Columbia is a private university located
in New York City. This Ivy League college is
known for its outstanding research programs.
Just north of Columbia is the United States
Military Academy at West Point. Their education system is designed to educate its students
while training them to be officers in the army.
To learn more about Columbia University,
attend the information session on November
16, 2016 at 12:00 pm and speak to their representatives. Learn more about what West Point
has to offer when they visit at 12:40 pm on
November 14.

Students take notes at a Willamette University presentation.
Antonia Starc/Scribe

A representative from the University of Pennsylvania.

Leadership Announcements...A Thing of the Past?
By Carson Lang
Throughout the first marking
period of Tech’s 2016-2017 year, our
school has been suffering from a lack
of communication between the leadership team and the Tech students. As
many Tech students know, leadership
announcements have not been operating on the same schedule recently.
Last year, announcements were
permitted three days per week during
3rd period. However, Tech’s new
short-Wednesday bell schedule has
underemphasized the leadership announcements, and reduced their time
slot. Unfortunately, Tech administration has approved announcements
to take place only during the first ten

minutes of each short Wednesday.
Ms. Travick, the head of Tech’s
leadership announcements, is disappointed that Tech students do not
have the privilege of staying informed
about important school information.
She explains, “this limit has been
devastating to our school’s ability to
communicate information effectively to our student body.” Students are
unable to easily stay informed about
sporting events, performances, after
school activities, and critical school
information like deadlines.
In fact, many at our school know
little or nothing about this year’s
class candidates for student council,

their goals, or information about the
elections. How would our presidential
election play out if we did not know
anything about the candidates? Our
school elections should be something
to stay informed about, but the new
announcements schedule is preventing information from being heard.
Ben Muchin, a 10th grader at Oakland Tech, explains, “I didn’t know
about class elections until there were
only like two days left to vote, and
I didn’t hear anything about how to
vote, so I didn’t get around to voting
this class election.” Many are eager
to vote in elections, but don’t know
exactly how to participate. With more

frequent announcements, our leadership team would have a better opportunity to inform students about how
to vote as well as share information
about the class candidates.
Ms. Travick is doing her best to
help resolve this issue. She will not
only request approval for additional
announcement days, but she has also
created an email specifically devoted
to receiving announcements: othsannouncements@gmail.com. This will
allow students, teachers, and staff
to send email requests so important
information can be heard throughout
the school.
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Prop 64: Legalizing Recreational Marijuana
By Maya Ades and Caitlin Pilisuk
Prop 64 will be on California’s
ballot this November 8th, which if
passed, will legalize marijuana in
California for recreational purposes.
Prop 64 will also be on the ballot in
Arizona, Maine, Massachusetts, and
Nevada, all states which have already
passed laws to allow medical marijuana.
If Prop 64 is passed, two taxes
will be implemented: one will be collected for cultivation, and the other
will be placed on the retail price.
Prop 64 will also provide the
opportunity for resentencing in cases
of marijuana crime. People aged 21
or older will be legally allowed to use
marijuana for recreational purposes,
and will be legally allowed to possess
up to one ounce and eight grams of
marijuana. Public use of marijuana

By Joshua Engel

Natalie Barr /Scribe

will remain illegal, and anyone under
the age of 18 caught with it would be
required to attend a counseling pro-

gram or drug education
and community service.
The Compassionate Use Act, passed
in 1996, allows the use
of marijuana as recommended by a doctor.
Marijuana can be used
to treat chronic pain,
prevent seizures, shrink
cancer cells, and relieve
anxiety.
It is currently an
infraction to possess
1 ounce of marijuana
illegally. The possession
of more than 28.5 grams
is a misdemeanor which
can lead to 6 months in
prison. Any amount with an intent to
distribute is a felony which can require

16 months to 3 years of jail time. Passing Prop 64 would likely reduce the
number of marijuana-related offenses
in California.
Many students at Oakland Tech
have different views on legalizing marijuana in California, because of how
this will affect their high school. Josie
Chen, a ninth grader, says that if Prop
64 passes, “It will lead to students who
are so much more focused on getting
their hands on marijuana, than actually coming to school and learning.”
Maya Patil, also a ninth grader, agrees
that, “Schools just don’t seem like a
place for smoking marijuana.” Neither
of them will have to worry, because
small producers, who are favored if the
proposition passes, will not be legally
allowed to sell marijuana within 600
feet of a school.

over the age of twenty-one to legally
obtain marijuana without having to go
through much. A patient requires an
oral or written recommendation from
their doctor or history of certain medical conditions, then a visit to a specific
doctor for the medical card itself and
one could start obtaining and growing
cannabis.
Prop 64 would eliminate this easy
way to get a medical marijuana card
and would instead require patients to
go through a primary-care physician.
Many Californians cannot afford the
high price of health insurance, making
them less likely to participate in medical relief. Furthermore, the cost of the
medical card would rise from the current average of $50 to $200 or more.
Even more concerning is that with
Prop 64, the amount of marijuana and
plants that can be used and held by a
patient authorized to use and obtain

medical marijuana would go down
significantly. With Prop 215, anyone
permitted to use medical marijuana
was able to have and use as much marijuana as they needed for their specific
illness; with the regular card allowing 9
plants. This meant that for the illnesses
that were harder to deal with, patients
had the free ability to help themselves
by taking the chance of using what
you needed. However, Prop 64 would
limit users to just 6 plants. Only half
of those can be mature at a time. For
patients with more serious illnesses,
this becomes extremely problematic,
as they sometimes require a lot more
than that to ease their pain. Some
patients receive no relief from ailment
with other pharmaceutical replacements.
Ultimately, there is a big reason for
the poor information: money. Corporations want money and if they can

make more in different fields, such
as from the patients forced to rely
on primary care physicians for their
medical marijuana, they will take every
advantage they can get. Marijuana has
proven that it isn’t going anywhere, so
big interests are finding ways to trick
voters into giving to some while harming the very people they were trying to
help in the first place.
In all actuality, I think Californian
voters could most likely get a much
better ballot measure for recreational
marijuana later down the line. However, Prop 64 is not what we’re looking
for or need to have. Recreational use
is unlikely to change if voters vote No
on Prop 64 this November. If Prop 64
is passed, many of the patients who
benefit from medical marijuana access
will lose out on a drug that is extremely helpful and healing for their conditions.

Op-Ed: Prop 64 Would Harm Patients

Due to varying laws in each
state, medical marijuana has been
a resource many in California and
throughout the United States have
been able to acquire. Californians have
had access to medical marijuana since
the passage of Proposition 215 in 1996,
which permitted the drug solely for
medicinal use.
Since 1996, there has been a lobby
for recreational use in California. This
lobbying has resulted in a new proposition, Prop 64. While on the surface,
this proposition seems to be good for
many Californians, Prop 64 would
actually make it worse for anyone who
takes advantage of medical marijuana
in California.
Under current California laws, the
liberal wording used in the original
proposition allows essentially anyone

By Penelope Martindale
Since its creation in 1814, the Star
Spangled Banner has held a position of
respect and importance in the United
States. At almost all sporting events,
military occurrences, and orchestral
concerts, attendees stand, remove their
hats, and place their right hands over
their hearts out of respect to the song
and the flag. Recently however, many
athletes and public figures have taken a
stance against this symbol.
It all started back in August when
Colin Kaepernick, the backup quarterback for the San Francisco 49ers,
remained seated during the song,
saying “I am not going to stand up to
show pride in a flag for a country that
oppresses black people and people of
color.”
Since then, many other athletes have
joined the movement that Kaepernick
created. Various college and profes-

Op-Ed: National Anthem
sional athletes have kneeled, some even
raising fists in protest. Last month,
most members of the OUSD Honor
Band, including many Tech students,
knelt for the last line of the song while
performing it at an Oakland A’s game.
The protest has gained momentum
and attention since Kaepernick first
refused to stand, but has also garnered
extreme hate and backlash. Whether
Americans like it or not, Kaepernick
has succeeded in creating a national
conversation on police brutality, race,
and freedom.
To me, the problem is that people are focusing too much on how
Kaepernick and others are protesting
instead of the message they are trying
to spread. They dislike the protests, but
the truth is, protests are meant to be
inconvenient. Resisting the status quo
creates a platform for an idea, usually

an important one, to be shared.
People also argue that protestors are
being disrespectful to the flag, which
holds strong symbolistic ties with the
armed forces. However, those in the
armed forces served for the purpose of
protecting the United States from enemies foreign and domestic, meaning
that a threat to American citizens in
the United States has as much importance as a threat to American citizens
elsewhere.
In addition to having ties with the
armed forces, the National Anthem
also has its ties to slavery, with the
lesser known third verse detailing
and almost celebrating the deaths of
slaves who joined the British forces in
order to gain their freedom. The idea
of standing for a song that represents

hundreds of years of racism and oppression seems less tolerable when you
remember these struggles are ongoing.
This thinking played a large role in
the Tech students’ decision to kneel at
the A’s game. When asked, one African-American student said he would
rather not even play the anthem because he knew and experienced the
same injustices Kaepernick was trying to educate the public on. Even as
someone who cannot relate personally,
I still feel passionately about this issue.
No one in my family has been oppressed because of their race, but many
students at Tech have family members
who have, whether it be through slavery, segregation, the opposition to the
Civil Rights Movement, or the racial
profiling and police brutality that still
plague our nation to this day.
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A-Period P.E. Expands Variety Of Activities
Carlos Bover

Carlos Bover

A Period PE students participate in ice skating (above) and boxing (right).
By Alice Blackorby
This year, Coach Bover’s A period
PE program has expanded into new
activities for Tech’s Students. The program has been popular in years past
for its unique curriculum including
ice skating, zumba, CPR training, and
rock climbing. This year, the program
has diversified further to include
kickboxing and strength training. The
early start time gives the class more
flexibility for the varying activities.
Simply put, Tech’s A Period PE class is
far from average.
This unique program gives students the opportunity to further their
physical education from the standard

PE course. The program is also great
for Tech because it creates strong
bonds and partnerships between our
school and local businesses. Tech has
collaborated with the Oakland Ice
Center for several years and is excited
about new ventures with kickboxing
at downtown Oakland’s Guardian
Gym and strength training at East Bay
Club on Telegraph.
Coach Bover is very excited about
the thriving program and the opportunities it provides. He says the main
goal of the program is to get students to ”experience the possibilities
of being active once they are out of
school.” The program will not only get

students active now,
but could also lead
to a lasting habit
of daily physical
activity.
The program
has been in existence for 8 years
and is continuing to
attract many Tech
students. Over 100
students wanted
to enroll, but unfortunately, only 52
spots were available.
Tech Senior Grace Vaughn Brekke is currently a part of the A Period
PE program. “I like it so much more

than a regular PE class. I get good
physical exercise and get to try new
activities!” Brekke comments. The
thriving program has served Tech students for years and by all indications
will continue to be successful.

Oakland Events: Broads Run Broadway

By Rosemary Grout

Saturday, October 8
marked the 3rd annual
Broads Run Broadway 5k
run. The race is advertised as
a low key fun run for women and girls, with walkers
encouraged, and an accompanying costume contest.
This year, due to construction at the Frank Ogawa
Plaza, the run took place
around Lake Merritt. Prior

to 6 o’clock, women and girls
of all ages began to gather
in the Lake Merritt amphitheater. Costumes included
flapper dresses, superhero
duos, Disney characters, and
a rainbow of tutus.
Curious, a friend and I
signed up last minute. When
we arrived, we jumped
into the pre-race warm up,
a dynamic dancing and

stretching routine led by an
enthusiastic man who twirled
his hips throughout. With
everyone pumped up and
grinning, we gathered under
the large ‘Start’ banner. I was
between a mother-daughter
duo in matching all-black
outfits and a woman in a
Batman costume holding her
dog. The countdown began,
and we were off.

As we ran around the
lake, there were encouraging
cheers from people on the
sidelines. A little girl held up
her hand, high fiving each
person with a chorus of “you
can do it!” The energy was
positive and empowering,
a message of community.
Although it was a race for
women, it was not exclusive,
and people of all genders

participated--usually in coordinated costumes!
The race ended with a red
carpet finish line. Post-race
perks included free massages,
clam chowder food trucks,
and popcorn for a movie in
the amphitheater. Broads
Run Broadway is an up and
coming new Oakland tradition, and I can’t wait for next
year.

Club Spotlight: Ultimate Frisbee Club

Ollie Elmgren /Scribe

By Ayla Frost and Clara McGilly
People shouting. Feet flying. The smell of sweat.
Seventeen students run across the field, tossing a
frisbee back and forth.
This is the Ultimate Frisbee Club.
The club was created to provide an opportunity
for low stakes, friendly competition without the
time commitment of a Tech sports team, and for
people who love the game of ultimate frisbee.
Nicco Kariya, one of the leaders of the club,
explains that he enjoys the balance of a “sort of
competitive environment” and one in which he can
“mess around with [his] friends.”
After this last comment, Kariya abruptly ran off
to catch the frisbee, pivot, and score a point for his
team.
Consisting of members of all grades, the Ultimate Frisbee Club happened to include only boys
on one particular day, but it is open to anyone.
Freshman Nick Hopkinson thinks that “ultimate

frisbee is a really great game. It’s really fun to play,
it's good exercise, and the people are really cool.”
He adds that the club has a very friendly dynamic,
noting that “there's not, like, a lot of arguing about

calls” and “the players are the referees.”
The Ultimate Frisbee Club meets on Tuesdays at
lunch on the football field, and anyone is welcome to
check it out. No commitment necessary.
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Dance Week Highlights Cultural Diversity

By Joseph Harmon

Every year around October,
Tech dance teacher Sonja Travick opens her class to guest
teachers from around Oakland and any willing participants from the student body
and faculty. Since 2007, Dance
Week has been a mainstay
of Tech student culture. This
year’s dances ranged from
West African to Bollywood
to Brazilian, taking place
throughout the week of the
10th through the 14th with
classes staggered throughout
the school day to accommodate more students. Thanks to
the Professional Development
day that Friday, Dance Week

By Bebe Aronson

hosted its first all-day session
of classes, with a new style
taught each period.
“I can’t teach everything
and I want to teach everything,” says Travick, explaining her motivation for
creating the program. “I have
to bring in people who can.
They’re usually teachers who
teach different cultural art
forms in the community.”
At its peak, the event
attracted massive student
participation because of larger
Dance class sizes and PE
teacher cooperation.
“We used to have it in the
gym because so many teach-

ers brought so many kids,”
Travick reflects. “It was huge.
We even had to get a loud PA
system.”
Though the event has continued to downsize in recent
years, the variety of dance
classes and student enthusiasm have remained strong.
“I had a lot of fun,” says
senior Sofia de Melo, whose
concert band class participated in Dance Week. De
Melo says she “saw the dance
students, the students from
my period, and a handful of
others” joining in on the class.
“The room was pretty
packed,” adds music teacher

Helena Jack, who regularly
sends her students to Dance
Week. Jack says she sees
participation in the dance
classes as an enrichment of
their musical skills. “As musicians, you know, you do vocal,
you do rhythm, and your
instrument, and then theory.
So when [Ms. Travick] opens
up the class like that, that’s
a no-brainer to me, to bring
these kids over and extend
their music education.”
In the past, Dance Week
has continued to benefit from
past students spreading the
word, but especially from
teachers like Mrs. Jack bring-

ing their students to participate. However, Mrs. Travick
says that she “would love to
see more teachers take time
out of their day and just dance
for a minute.”
And beyond teaching
students and teachers a few
dance steps, Ms. Travick
hopes to expose them to the
variety of cultural opportunities in their hometown,
starting with the dance classes
available.
“You shouldn’t be in your
own city and not know what’s
happening” she says. “You
should know that city, especially the arts.”

Predicted Popular Halloween Costumes

Trader Joe’s has stocked their
shelves with every pumpkin flavored
product imaginable, the temperature
is dropping, and the sun is setting
earlier each day, which can only mean
one thing: Halloween is right around
the corner. If you’re anything like the
majority of the student population at
Tech, you have no idea what you will
be for Halloween, and probably will
only figure out a costume the night
before or day of. To help you out, here
are some of the costumes that are
predicted to be the most popular this
year.
Starting with the obvious are
costumes related to the presidential
election, which will be taking place
just a week after Halloween. Many
people unsurprisingly are planning on
dressing as Hillary Clinton or Donald

Trump.
Secondly comes the costumes related to popular movies that came out
during the past year. “Star Wars: The
Force Awakens” came out in December of 2015, which means that there
hasn’t yet been a Halloween for fans to
dress up as their favorite characters.
More recently, “Ghostbusters” came
out in July, meaning that this Halloween will be a great chance for fans
to showcase their best recreations of
ghostbusting outfits. Another popular
one will be characters from “Suicide
Squad.” It is predicted that the most
popular character from this film will
be Harley Quinn, one of the leads.
Disney is coming out with a new princess movie a month after Halloween,
which means that people will likely
dress up as the princess Moana in
anticipation of the release.

This summer, Netflix released a
science fiction/horror series called
“Stranger Things.” Its widespread popularity means that many fans will dress
up as characters from this show. The
series offers a wide range of characters
to dress up as, and since it is set in Indiana in the 1980’s the costumes aren’t
very hard to put together.
Other popular things this year will
be the ever-famous snapchat filters,
which are relatively simple to recreate
as a costume because they just involve
your face. Pokemon Go was an extremely popular game in 2016, so people that spent their summer running
around catching Pokemon are predicted to dress up as characters from this.
One difference this year is that
more children this are planning to
dress up as superheroes instead of
princesses. In every other year, prin-

cesses have been at the top of the list,
but with an increase in superhero
movies in the past few years, they are
sliding down to the number two spot.
All these ideas are related to events
of the past year, but that doesn’t
mean that you won’t see many ghosts,
zombies, witches, or animals out on
the streets this year; these traditional costumes are still predicted to be
extremely popular.
At Tech, students are saying that
the most popular costume will be one
that is a major topic of conversation at
the moment: clowns. Sophomore Ayla
Frost comments, “I could imagine
that a lot of people would dress up as
clowns because creepy stalker clowns
are popular, especially with the threat
on Oakland Tech...a clown costume is
especially scary this year.”

Best Haunted Houses in the Bay

By Mia Martin and Fiona Osborne

Every year, October is filled with
talk of witches, demons, and other
spooky things, signifying that Halloween is just around the corner. Haunted houses offer a fun way to get in
the Halloween spirit. Kendall Prime,
Oakland Tech junior and big fan of a
good scare, says, “this may seem weird,
but it’s actually a really good bonding
experience for me and my friends, and
I love the thrill of being scared.” For
people looking for some spooky fun to
celebrate this upcoming holiday, here
are some great haunted houses around
the bay.
1. Fear Overload Scream Park
The Fear Overload Scream Park
in San Leandro is an insane haunted
house, and is sure to scare the living

daylights out of you. This park offers
two outrageous haunted houses. The
first brings to life the gruesome Grimm
Fairy Tales; it follows the story of a serial killer who finds inspiration in the
books he read as a child. The second
house, Insanitarium, is set inside an
insane asylum, where the patients have
rebelled against their captors and are
running wild. This house is pitch black,
and you are only given a single flashlight to help you navigate through the
terror. Fear Overload Scream Park was
picked as the “scariest haunted house
in California” by Hauntworld.com, and
is only for mature audiences. Ticket
prices can vary depending on the different packages available, but general
admission, up until the 29th, will cost

$25, with the price going up to $30 for
the 30th and night of Halloween.
2. Piedmont Pumpkin Patch
The Piedmont Pumpkin Patch is
a great alternative haunted house for
those who are easily scared, or want
to share the experience with younger siblings. They have two haunted
houses available, both costing $8 for
admission. The less scary version has
lights on and no moving creatures, but
the scary version is dim, with moving
coffins and voices.
3. Haunted Hornet
The Haunted Hornet is another
haunted house that is guaranteed to
make you scream. It’s hosted onboard
the USS Hornet, an aircraft carrier that
participated in WWII and the Apollo

11 launch. The Hornet was decommissioned in 1970, and now rests at
Alameda Point. Supposedly, five years
after the Hornet was decommissioned,
it was sent on a mission to the Bermuda Triangle, and ever since has been
haunted by mysterious creatures. The
Haunted Hornet was rated #17 on
Buzzfeed’s list of Haunted Houses That
Will Freak You Out and is said to be
the scariest house in the Bay. However,
it is a little bit pricier, costing $30 up
until October 22, and $35 between the
23 and Halloween.
We hope you get the opportunity to
check out these haunted houses, and
wish you all a happy Halloween!
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Current Performances: Anna In The Tropics
By Koby Cobb-Vialet
Back when Cuban immigrants brought the cigar-making industry and
culture to Florida in the 19th
century, they carried another
tradition with them. As the
workers hand-rolled each
cigar, a hired readers called
lectors would read literature
aloud to them.
Anna in the Tropics is set
in Ybor City, a section of
Tampa, Florida that is the
center of the cigar industry.
As the new lector of this factory reads its workers Anna
Karenina, a famous novel by
Leo Tolstoy, both the workers
of the factory and the family
who own it begin to recognize the parallels between
the character’s lives and their
own.
Centered around powerful themes of romantic
intrigue, tragic struggle, and
the role of art in individual
lives, Anna in the Tropics
transcends time to tell a
continuously relevant story
of understanding life and
relationships. Many tensions
arise throughout the play:
conflicts with the rise of

Koby Cobb-Vialet/Scribe

mechanization and its threat
to culture, hostility between
the past and present, and
tensions with the function
of art in people’s everyday
experiences.
OakTechRep’s performance will also bring a new
alteration to this play. As the
lector reads Anna Karenina,
the workers will actually
act out the novel on stage,
creating a play within a play.
Through the alteration of
scenic design, lighting and
costumes, the play will transform the world of tropical
Florida into the harsh cold of
the Russian winters.
OakTechRep’s production
will also include many Cuban
songs and dances, such as the
danzón, to show the influence of this culture within
the play. For OakTechRep,
dramaturgical research, or
the study of dramatic composition and the representation of the main elements of
drama on the stage, plays a
very important role in their
productions. Dramaturgical
research focuses on what you
are saying and why you are
saying it in order to allow the
actors and audience to fully

understand what’s happening in the play. Without
this important factor, the
actors can be removed
from the true meaning
of the play. Additionally,
the actors are able to dig
deeper into the life of the
play by studying its history and culture while they
rehearse the show. Finally,
it is important to recognize that, being that it is a
pre-professional program,
these actors and techies
pour their heart and soul
into this show and value
when people show up:
friends, peers, teachers,
administrators, and all of
the Oakland Tech community.
This show will be performed on November 17th
and 18th at 7:00 pm and
November 19th at 2:00 pm
and 7:00 pm. Tickets will be
sold for pre-sale for $5 from
any OakTechRep member
or techie. Tickets will also
be sold at the door for $7 if
you have an OUSD ID or
$10 for general admission.
The performance will be at
42nd and Broadway in the
Oakland Tech Auditorium.
Actors rehearse a dance for a scene from the play.

Seniors Already Brainstorming Senior Quotes

By Eliana Thompson

Even though senior quotes
aren’t due until March, many
seniors are already brainstorming.
Senior Caramia Fernandez-Melone says that she’s
“been thinking about what
[she] might do for [her] senior
quote since sophomore year. It’s
the best part of the yearbook to
read, and it would be so fun to
look back at it later.”
With the senior portraits
being essentially carbon copies
of each other—black drapes for
the girls and tuxedos for the
guys—and yearbooks providing
few places for students to reflect their personalities, senior
quotes allow 150 characters for
students to express themselves.
There are plenty of ways to do
so, especially by drawing inspiration from last year’s yearbook.
Yessica Orellana took the
honest and relatable route,
making a jab at high school by
saying, “I have been released
from my 4 year sentence, now
I’m free.”
Similarly, Alvin Gao was
frank with a fantastic three
word quote- “Homework?

What’s that?”
Of course, there are always
some plain old truths of life.
For example, “Kale is not a
replacement for mashed potatoes,” and, “the only reason I
went to high school is to distract myself from the fact that

I’ll never be Beyonce,” by Kirby
Marion and Camila Olive Bueb,
respectively.
Unsurprisingly, there are
plenty of perfectly real but less
than serious quotes, like “‘My
only regret in life is that I’ll
never see myself perform life.’-

Kanye West” from Janae Harris.
To top it off, there is occasionally an inspirational quote,
something along the lines of
“‘The future belongs to those
who believe in the beauty of
their dreams’—Eleanor Roosevelt” which is the quote Teaira

Seniors enjoy their last year together at lunch.

Antonia Starc/ Scribe

Hollingsworth chose.
Of course, there are restrictions on the types of senior
quotes that students can submit. Co-Principal Josue Diaz,
who is in charge of screening
the quotes, mentions that “some
people think they’re being
sneaky, but if I need to sometimes I’ll just grab a student and
read one to them—if they start
giggling, I know.”
As long as what you pick
doesn’t have things like “bad
words and super vulgar puns,”
you’ll be fine. Of course not
everyone opts to put a senior
quote in the yearbook. In many
cases, this is intentional, but
sometimes seniors just miss the
deadline. In case you think that
might be you, here’s an early
reminder!
Senior Athena Alvarado,
who is in charge of senior
quotes this year, says that
in March for a week or two,
“people from yearbook will be
out in front of school where
you can put your senior quote
into a computer.” There’s plenty
of time, but it’s never too early
to start thinking about your
senior quote!
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(Soda Tax Continued from Page 1)
American Beverage Associafunds into local health care
tion, the soda lobby that rep- programs.
resents companies like Pepsi“When I first heard about
Co and Dr. Pepper-Snapple.
the measure, I was surprised
This year, the ABA has
people were be against it.
already spent $14 million
How can people see a probadvertising against the three
lem with millions of dollars
Bay Area soda tax initiatives
generated in revenue from a
in Oakland, San Francisco,
simple tax against corporate
and Albany.
interests?” Tech senior Tim
Meanwhile, the Yes on HH Corbin asks.
campaign is supported by
But those “corporate inthe American Heart Associa- terests” have had significant
tion, the American Diabetes
success in spreading their
Association, the Alameda
misleading message, thanks
County Department of Public to generous funding from the
Health, and the entire OakABA.
land city council. If the tax
“This is very much a crossis implemented, its revenue
roads moment in the soda
will go into Oakland’s general tax movement,” says Yes on
fund, where a commission of HH Volunteer Coordinator
health care experts, OUSD
Kyle Peerless, adding that the
officials, and representatives
outcome of the measure “will
from Oakland’s low-income
largely determine if this new
neighborhoods will direct the public health policy idea will
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spread or run out of steam.”
“Our campaign has already been contacted by
groups based in Seattle and
San Diego, as well as organizations based in Europe who
are all interested in implementing similar legislation
within the next year or two,”
adds Peerless. “It is not hyperbole to say the world health
community is watching what
is unfolding right now in
Oakland.”
Young people are also
some of the main targets of
both the Yes and No on HH
campaigns. Like many Tech
students, Nagar Shafiei has
seen her fair share of advertisements from both sides. “I
don’t know what’s right…but
I’ve seen a lot of advertisements against and for HH on
Spotify and stuff like that,” the

sophomore explains.
Some Tech students have
already taken the advertising craze as a call to action.
Corbin, for example, has
spent many after school hours
volunteering for the Yes on
HH campaign.
“I decided to join because
measures like HH carry a lot
of potential to help low-income residents in Oakland,”
Corbin says. He adds that “if
people looked at the fine print
on these “Grocery Tax” signs,
they could see the truth. The
American Beverage Association is only trying to protect
its profits, and they’re willing
to do so by any means necessary, even if it means misinforming the voters.”
Another Senior, Kate
Packer-Dawley, agrees, saying, “I want other Tech stu-

dents to know that Measure
HH is not a grocery tax. It is
only a tax on sugar-sweetened
beverages, and does not negatively impact small business.”
“If you can vote, go vote
yes on Measure HH! If not,
please encourage your family and friends to vote yes,”
Packer-Dawley adds. Or, as
Corbin puts it, “Fight the
power!”
The Yes on HH headquarters are located across
the street from Tech’s upper
campus on Broadway, right
next to Blick Art Materials.
Phone banking happens Monday through Thursday, from
5-8pm, and canvassing takes
place Saturdays from 9-1pm.
Meals are provided. For more
information, check out www.
oaklandvsbigsoda.com.

(Merit Scholars Continued from Page 1)
Yuting Yu, one of the semifinalists,
says “it shows that I’ve managed to
accomplish something after so many
months, so many years of work. This
is one of the first of many things I
have to show for it and it’s really making me proud, and my friends proud,
and my family proud, so I’m really
happy.”
Semifinalist status is awarded proportionally according to the number

of graduating seniors in each state.
Niko Darci-Maher, another finalist,
says he “felt lucky that somehow it
happened to me...the way the system
works it’s unfair to people in California because it’s a larger population”.
To advance to finalist standing,
the semifinalists must submit their
SAT scores, transcripts, a personal
essay, and information about their
leadership roles and activities. In

late May, around 8,000 finalists are
informed they have been awarded a
Merit Scholarship. All are considered
for 2,500 available scholarships (each
$2,500) awarded proportionally to
the strongest finalists in each state.
There are also corporate sponsored
scholarships available to finalists,
usually awarded to children or family
of corporation employees or students
whose career interests a corporation

wants to support. In addition, there
are around 4,600 college sponsored
Merit Scholarships.
Asa Kalish, another semifinalist,
says just being recognized will help
because it will “make me look good
to colleges relative to my peers.” Yu
echoes this, saying “it’s something
great to put on applications or resumes because this is not something
everyone can get.”

at Tech, says he often feels that “America is a very forceful country… forcing you to be patriotic, forcing you
to serve.” This forced patriotism has
manifested as pressure to stand for the
anthem.
Just two hours before the Honor
Band performed, it was decided that
if a student wanted, they should kneel
after the phrase, “land of the free.”
A majority of students decided to
kneel, though some stayed standing.
The OUSD Director Of Communications, John Sasaki, coordinated the
posting of videos and official district
statements on several social media
sites, praising Oakland’s students for
standing up for their beliefs by “protesting police brutality and the unfair
treatment of people of color.”
Although the crowd responded
with loud cheers, many commenters

on Facebook and YouTube claimed
that the students were “Un-American,” “spoiled,” “uneducated,” and
blindly following the crowd without
thinking about or understanding real
issues.
Helena Jack, a music teacher at
Tech who participated in the demonstration, explained that “an outside
person might think that [the students]
have been coerced by their teacher
or they’re just echoing what they’ve
heard, but what they don’t think is
that maybe the teachers were responsible enough to educate,” she paused
to laugh softly “and have the children come up with their own way of
expressing their rights.” In fact, OUSD
teachers hesitant to voice strong opinions on the matter facilitated class
discussions where the students voiced
their own thoughts and discussed

possible action.
Cesar Hernandez, a Tech junior
and saxophonist, said that kneeling
was a way for “kids from Oakland [to]
display our opinions on this issue,”
something people can’t interpret from
just watching news footage. Some,
when asked about their decisions, said
they felt that “it was the right thing
to do, supporting Kaepernick.” Other
students, while they view kneeling as
a way to raise their voice against the
injustice in America, feel that they
alone can explain their personal motivations. Responses from the Bay Area,
however, have been overwhelmingly
positive. Media coverage of the event
is giving a view of just what kind of
individuals are growing into Oakland’s new generation.

(Honor Band Continued from Page 1)
to America, the OUSD Honor Band
had to decide if and how they would
participate in the protests.
In addition to criticism over its
symbolism, The Star Spangled Banner
has come under scrutiny for its little-known third verse. This part of the
anthem, originally a poem by Francis
Scott Key, includes lines such as
“Their blood has washed out their
foul footsteps’ pollution
No refuge could save the hireling
and slave
From the terror of flight, or the
gloom of the grave”
Although this section is not sung,
many feel that the violence towards
enslaved people depicted in our
anthem continues to persist in modern attitudes on police brutality and
opposing stances on patriotism.
Senior Ray-J Blevins, a trombonist
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